
8.08.010 
Title 8 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Chapters: 
 

8.08 Explosives 
8.10 Open Burning 
8.11 Solid Fuel Burning Devices 
8.12 Fireworks 
8.14 Smoking Regulated 
8.18 Regulation of Solid Waste 
8.28 Property Maintenance 
8.32 Noxious Weeds and Regulation of Length of Turf Grasses 
8.36 Trees and Shrubs 
 

Chapter 8.08 
 

EXPLOSIVES 
 

Sections: 
 
 8.08.010 Storage of certain items prohibited - Use regulated 
 8.08.020 Gunpowder and blasting caps - storage, use 
 8.08.030 Gunpowder - permit to sell or store 
 8.08.040 Violation - Penalty 
    

 8.08.010 Storage of certain items prohibited - Use regulated.  No person shall store 
or keep any dynamite, nitroglycerine or other explosives, other than gunpowder, on any 
premises within the city. No person shall detonate any dynamite without a license as hereinafter 
provided. An application for a license shall be made in writing, stating the date, time, and place 
dynamite is to be detonated, and describing the area in which residents may be affected by 
such detonation, and that the applicant has notified, or will notify, such residents of the date, 
time, and place of detonation, prior to any detonation. The application shall be accompanied by 

ousand 
dollars per person and one hundred thousand dollars per incident, personal injury and property 
damage, and a certified check made payable to the city in the sum of two hundred dollars as 
security that the applicant has, or will have, notified residents as set forth in the application. 
The city clerk shall issue a license to an applicant complying with this section, In the event that 
any resident within the area described in the application shall complain to the city, within one 
week after detonation of any dynamite that such resident was not notified of such detonation, 
the said security of two hundred dollars shall be forfeited to the city, unless the applicant shows 
that it was not reasonable to notify said resident. If no such complaint is made, such security 
shall be returned to the applicant. (Ord. 333, 1982).  
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8.22.010-8.22.040 

Chapter 8.22
 

COMPOSTING 
 

Sections: 
 
 8.22.010 Purpose and Intent 
 8.22.020 Definitions 
 8.22.030 Location 
 8.22.040  Maintenance 
 8.22.050 Ingredients 
 8.22.060 Owner Responsibility 
 8.22.070 Penalty 

 
 
8.22.010  Purpose and Intent.  The purpose of this section is to promote the 

recycling of organic wastes through composting, and to establish minimum standards for proper 
compost maintenance. 
 
 8.22.020 Definitions. 
 

A.   Composting  shall mean a controlled biological reduction of organic 
wastes to humus.   

B.  Yard waste  shall mean leaves, grass clippings, garden debris and 
brush. 
 
 8.22.030 Location. 
 

A. Compost bins are only allowed in R1 and R2 Districts on property upon 
which an occupied single-family residence is located. 

 
B. Compost bins shall not be placed in any yard except a rear yard and shall 

be placed no less than 20 feet from any habitable structure off the subject property and no less 
than 10 feet from a property line or any structure on the subject property. 
 
 8.22.040 Maintenance.  All compost bins shall be maintained using approved 
composting procedures to comply with the following requirements.   
 

A. All compost shall be enclosed in a freestanding compost bin.  Total 
volume of all compost bins shall not exceed a volume more than one hundred twenty-five (125) 
cubic feet. No compost bin shall be taller than five (5) feet. 
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8.22.040-8.22.070 

B. All compost bins shall be so maintained as to prevent the attraction or 
harborage of rodents and pests.   

 
C. All compost bins shall be so maintained as to prevent unpleasant odors.  

Compost bins shall be kept covered except when turning. 
 

 
 8.22.050 Ingredients. 
   

A. No compost bin shall contain any of the following: 
  

1. Fish, meat or other animal products; 
2. Cooked food scraps, except coffee grounds and tea leaves; 
3. Animal waste; or 
4. Large items that will impede the composting process. 

 
B. Permitted ingredients shall include: 
 

1. Yard waste; 
2. Vegetable and fruit scraps that are suitable for composting; and 
3. Commercial compost additives. 

 
 8.22.060 Owner Responsibility.  Every owner or operator shall be responsible for 
maintaining all property under his or her control in accordance with the requirements of this 
subsection. 
 
 8.22.070 Penalty.  Any person who violates this ordinance shall be required to 
forfeit not less than $25 nor more than $200 for each violation, together with costs of 
prosecution, and in default of payment thereof shall be imprisoned in the County jail until such 
forfeiture costs are paid, not exceeding 30 days.  Each day a violation occurs shall constitute a 
separate offense.  Any compost bin maintained in violation of this ordinance is hereby declared 
to be a public nuisance. 
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8.28.010-8.28.020 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 8.28 
 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 
Sections: 
 
 8.28.010 Declared nuisance when. 
 8.28.020 Property maintenance. 
 8.28.030 Penalty. 
 
 8.28.010 Declared nuisance when. Storage within the City of old, unused, 
stripped, junked, unlicensed and other motor vehicles not in condition for normal use or in good 
and safe operation condition, and of any other vehicles, machinery, implements and/or equipment 
and personal property of any kind which is no longer usable for the purpose for which it was 

of five days or more (except in licensed salvage yard), is declared to be a nuisance and dangerous 
to the public safety. (Ord. 223 §1, 1967). 
 
 8.28.020 Property maintenance. The purpose of this section is to secure the 
private and public benefits resulting from the safe, sanitary and attractive maintenance of 
residential and nonresidential buildings, structures, yards and vacant areas. Attractive and well-
maintained property will maintain and increase property and esthetic values and enhance health 
and safety. 
 
 Every owner and occupier shall improve and maintain all property under his, her, or its 
control in compliance with the following minimum requirements. 
 
 Yards shall be properly graded to divert water away from buildings. Adjacent ground 
surface shall be sloped away from the structure with a grading of at least one-half (1/2) inch per 
foot for a minimum o
and downspout extensions. 
 
 Every foundation, floor, wall and roof shall be reasonably weathertight, watertight, 
rodentproof, capable of affording privacy, and shall be kept in proper repair. Any sagging or 
bulging shall be properly repaired to a level or plumb position. 
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8.28.020-8.32.020
 
 

Firewood may be stored in the rear yard of the property. The firewood must be cut to 
lengths of less than four (4) feet and less than two (2) feet in diameter. 

8.28.030   Penalty.   Any person who violates this ordinance shall be required to 
forfeit not less than $25 nor more than $200 for each violation, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and in default of payment thereof shall be imprisoned in the County jail until such 
forfeiture and costs are paid, not exceeding 30 days. Each day a violation continues shall 
constitute a separate offense. Any property on which a violation occurs is hereby declared to be 
a public nuisance. 

 
Chapter 8.32 

NOXIOUS WEEDS AND REGULATION OF LENGTH OF GRASS 

Sections: 

8.32.010 Public Nuisance Declared. 
8.32.020 Weeds designated - Declared noxious.
8.32.030 Unlawful - Destruction required.
8.32.040 Failure to destroy - Penalty.
8.32.050 Abatement.
8.32.060 Failure to destroy - rates for City corrective action.

8.32.010 Public Nuisance Declared. Noxious weeds and grass which exceeds eight 
(8) inches in length as defined in this Chapter adversely affect property values and public health 
and safety and are hereby declared to be a public nuisance.  

8.32.020 Weeds designated - Declared noxious.  The following plants are declared 
noxious weeds: 

A.   Ambrosia artemisiifolia (common ragweed), Ambrosia trifida (giant 
ragweed), Cirsium vulgare (Bull thistle), Cirsium arvense (Canada thistle), Convolvulus arvensis 
(Field bindweed), Euphorbia esula (Leafy spurge), Toxicodendron radicans (Poison ivy), 
Toxicodendron diversilobum (Poison oak), Pastinaca sativa (Wild or Poison parsnip) and Conium 
maculatum (Poison hemlock). 

B.   Grass over 8 inches in height that is: 

1. Located within 3 feet of any property line or 

2. Located outside of an established landscaping bed.  A 
landscaping bed is defined as an area of plantings clearly and intentionally delineated from the 
remainder of the property by a natural or manmade border. 
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8.32.030 – 8.32.060 

8.32.030 Unlawful - Destruction required. No person shall permit any noxious 
weeds (as defined in section 8.32.020) upon land owned or occupied by said person, nor upon the 
boulevard or street right of way abutting said person’s property; said person shall destroy said 
noxious weeds. (Ord 428, 1991). 

 
8.32.040 Failure to destroy - Penalty. In the event such person fails to destroy 

noxious weeds, a citation may be issued for the ordinance violation. Said person shall be required 
to forfeit not less than $50 nor more than $200 for each offense, each day a violation continues 
being a separate offense, and upon default in payment shall be imprisoned in the county jail until 
said forfeiture and any costs of prosecution are paid, not exceeding 30 days. (Ord 428, 1991)(Ord 
17OR005). 

8.32.050 Abatement. If the owner/occupant of the property does not contest the 
citation or is found guilty of the ordinance violation in municipal court and the property is not 
brought into compliance with this Chapter within forty-eight (48) hours of the municipal court’s 
decision, the weed commissioner or other designated City employee shall destroy or cause such 
weeds to be destroyed, in the manner deemed to be the most economical method. If the 
owner/occupant of the property informs the City Clerk of his or her intent to appeal the municipal 
court decision before the expiration of the forty-eight (48) hours, the City will not take action to 
abate until either (1) the period to appeal has expired and no appeal has been filed, or (2) a 
decision is made on the appeal. The cost of abatement shall be assessed against the property 
(or in the case of boulevards or street rights of way, against the abutting property). An account 
showing the amount chargeable to each piece of land shall be filed with the City Clerk who, in 
turn, shall mail same to the owner and occupant of the premises. If the statement is not paid in 
full within thirty (30) days thereafter, the City Clerk may enter the charges in the tax role in a 
column headed “For the Destruction of Weeds” as a special tax against said lot or parcel of land. 
(Ord 17OR005). 

8.32.060 Failure to destroy - rates for City corrective action. The Council shall from 
time to time by resolution establish rates for the use of City equipment and labor in destroying 
noxious weeds if any person fails to do so after notification as provided in Section 8.32.030. (Ord 
238 §4, 1971). 
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8.36.020 - 8.36.030 
 
8.36.020 Definitions. Whenever the following words or terms are used in this 

chapter, they shall be construed to have the following meanings: 
 
a) Person. Person, firm, association or corporation. 
b) Public Areas. Includes all public parks and other lands owned, controlled or leased 

by the City. (Ord 06OR002) 
c) Public Trees and Shrubs. All trees and shrubs located or to be planted in or upon 

public areas, which include boulevards, alley right of ways, parks, waterways and easements. 
d) Boulevard. That portion of the right-of-way lying between the normal location of 

the improved roadway and the boundary of the street right-of
deemed to be the boulevard for the purpose of this chapter.  

e) [ blank ] 
f) Tree. Any woody plant, normally having one stem or trunk. 
g) Parks Commission. See Chapter 2.20, Board of Park Commissioners. 
h) Tree Board. Refer to 8.36.030 for composition and duties of Tree Board. 
i) 

degree as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. 
j) Contractor. A person or company who is hired by the City to do work outlined by 

the City. 
k) Street Trees. Street trees are trees, shrubs, and woody vegetation that lie in street 

and/or alley right of way and on the boulevard. 
l) City Trees. City trees are Street Trees as defined above and trees, shrubs, and 

woody vegetation located in parks, on City owned property, on waterways and easements. 
m) Sight Triangle. A triangle formed by measuring 15 feet back in both directions from 

the intersection of two right-of-ways at the sidewalk, or if there are no sidewalks, from where the 
walks normally would be located. 

n) Hazard Tree. Any defective tree or tree part, that poses a high risk upon its failure 
or fracture to cause injury to people or damage to property. 

o) City Forester. The Council shall designate a City Forester or assign such duties to 
a City employee.  Qualifications for the position shall include up to date knowledge of sound 
forestry practices in an urban environment. The forester shall attend regular workshops and 
conferences, as appropriate, commensurate with his or her background, education and 
knowledge. 

 
8.36.030. Authority and Power.  
1. The Council hereby creates the Tree Board which shall have control of all Street 

Trees and City Trees.  This shall include planting, transplanting, removing, pruning, treating and 
otherwise caring for and protecting all trees, shrubs and plants on all public lands not specifically 
delegated to other City Boards, in order to preserve and enhance the beauty and general welfare 
of the community. 
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