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& existing ones closed at any time
To check on the latest status, visit:
http://yadkinvalleync.com/

This map is for recreational purposes, and only
those roads incidental thereto are subject to
being shown.  While every e�ort was made to

accuracy is neither gauranteed nor implied.
make this map as accurate as possible, absolute

New access areas may be opened,

Surry County Trout Waters

(trout waters shown darker)

DELAYED HARVEST

HATCHERY SUPPORTED

Oct.1 to first Sat. in June. Only single hook

Hatchery supported streams on the Blue Ridge Parkway (BRP)
are stocked by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission but
are regulated by the Blue Ridge Parkway. To check the 
current regulations for the BRP, call 336-373-8568.

No lure or size restrictions.  7 fish daily
limit.  Season - First Saturday in April to 
last day in February.

artificial lures; No possession. All other
times hatchery supported regulations apply.

Crk.
Lovills

Fisher Peak was named for Col.
David Fisher, a member of the
N.C.-Va. boundary survey party.
He is reputed to be buried there.

Parkway construction
began on Sept. 11, 1935

Highest point in Carroll
and Surry Counties

Established in 1954 to
serve the Boy Scouts

of northwest N.C.

The upper Mitchell has
North Carolina’s highest
water quality designation.

Tabitha Holton, first female
lawyer in the south practiced
in Dobson from 1878 to 1886

Surry County was
formed in 1771 and
is named for the
English county

of Surrey

The Fisher River
was named for Wm.
Fish, an early settler

In 1847, Elkin Mfg. Co. built a mill on Big
Elkin Creek. During the Civil War, it sup-
plied cloth for Confederate uniforms
and was one of the few southern mills
to escape destruction by Union troops.

Ronda was named
for “Roundabout”-

a nearby plantation

In 1872, the longest wooden
suspension bridge in the
world was built between

Elkin and Jonesville. 

Rockford was the seat of Surry
Co. from 1790 to 1853. The county
seat moved to Dobson after the
territory south of the river was

ceded to form Yadkin County

Yadkin Shoals/Islands
is arguably the most

beautiful and unique
section along the River

(see map on back)

Ararat first appears
on a 1755 map by

Peter Jefferson father
of Thomas Jefferson

For information about
Pilot Mtn. Park, call:
(336) 444-5100, or visit

www.ncparks.gov

Known to millions of
Andy Griffith fans as

“Mount Pilot”

Birthplace of Andy
Griffith, “Mayberry” is

also home of the world’s
largest open faced quarry

The state line along Surry Co. was surveyed
considerably further north than intended, and
has more angles than the rest of the North
Carolina-Virginia boundary combined!

Toms Crk.
Ch. Rd.

Albion
Ch. Rd.

Epperson
Ch. Rd.Athey

Simmons
Rd.

Cook
Sch. Rd.

Cook
Sch. Rd.

Cleo
Cain Rd.

Old West-
�eld Rd.

Jessup Grv.
Ch. Rd.

Armstrong
Rd.

Cook
Sch. Rd.

Chestnut
Ridge Rd.

Old West-
�eld Rd.

Old
U.S. 52

Old
Winston

Road

Toms Crk.
Rd.

Shoals
Rd.

Shoals
Rd.

Perch
Rd.

Hauser
Rd.

Siloam
Rd.

Quaker
Ch. Rd.

Eldora
Rd.

Ararat
Rd.

Little Mtn.
Ch. Rd.

Radar
Rd.

Ararat-
Longhill

Rd.

Ararat
Rd.

Community
 Bldg. Rd.

Old
U.S. 52

Siloam
Rd.

Park
Dr.

Rock
fo

rd
St

. Main

St.
Reeves Mill

Rd.

Indian
Grove Ch.

Rd.

Snody
Rd.

Quaker
Rd.

McBride
Rd.

W.
Lebanon

St.

M
ai

n
St

.

Linv- ille Rd.Sl
at

e

Rd.

Pipers
Gap Rd.

Red
Brush Rd.

Red
Brush Rd.

Simpson
Mill Rd.

Old U.S.
601

Siloam
Rd.

Siloam
Rd.

Turkey
Ford Rd.

Simpson
Mill Rd.

Siloam
Rd.

Copeland
Sch. Rd.

O. Rock-
ford Rd.Rockford

Rd.Buck Fork
Rd.

River-
Siloam Rd.

Jenkins-
town Rd.

Mt Herman
Ch. Rd.

J. Layne
Mill Rd.

Rockford
Rd.

M
ainSt.

Prison

Rd.
Camp

Maple Grv.
Ch. Rd.

Old Low
Gap Rd.

Old Low
Gap Rd.

Round Peak
Ch. Rd.

Hidden
Valley Rd.

Haystack
Rd.

Blevin’s
Store Rd.

Redhill
Crk. Rd.

Zephyr
Rd.

Kapps
Mill Rd.

Judsville
Sch. Rd.

Devotion
Rd.

Zephyr
Rd.

Zephyr-Mtn.
Park Rd.

Union
Hill Rd.

Haystack
Rd.

River
Rd.

Haystack
Rd.

Thurmond
Rd.

Mountain
Park Rd.

Poplar
Spg. Rd.

Dobbins
Mill Rd.

Twin
Oaks Rd.

Poplar
Spg. Rd.

Adams
Ridge

Rd.

C. Club
Dr.

Poplar
Spg. Rd.

2065

20722072

2070

2079

2048
2069

2048

2048 2061

2048
2053

2048

2024

Pop. 1477

2012

2019
1815

1830

1809
2012

1815

1812

1822

1821

1815

1815

1809

1811

1811

1808

1780 1806

1807

1785
1786

1798

1789

1789
17941742

1717

17421758

1753

1774

0.7 M
i.

1815

2000

2119 2012

1774

2017

2026

2029

2022

2019

2038

2044

2080

1103

2080

2081
2230

2233

2221

2221

2209

2234
2221

2221
2200

2222 2209

2229

1103

1103

2221

1100 1100

2200

1100

1103

2200

2258 1103

1350

1350 2258

1544

13501396 1394

Pop. 10,388

1624
1394

1640

1624 1625
1700 1701

1602

1602

1397
1618

1605

1396
1609

1397

1345

1345

1480

1480

1399

1345

1400

1341 1345

1340

1341

13471342

1346

1345

1343

1001

1342

1001

1100

1110

Pop. 1586

1001 1122

1129

1122

1110

1121

1114

Pop. 4001

1136
1134

10011133
1161

1301

1302

1301

1315
1315

1001

1322

1301

1328

10011330

1330

1334

1334

1333

1328

1338

1338

1330

13351331

1330

1330

1338 1331

1407

1338
1408

1408

1602

1600

1603

Main
St.

Old
U.S. 52

Sauratown
Trail

Old
U.S. 52

Perch
Rd.

Pinnacle
Exit

Mill Rd.
Spainhour

Donnaha
Rd.

Blue Ridge
Music Center

North Carolina
Welcome Center

Kapp’s
Mill Dam

Fox Hunters
Paradise
Overlook

1302

2303

Pop. 2285

Pop. 417

1510Rockford
Rd.

Richmond
Hill Ch. Rd.

Smith-
town Rd.

Siloam
Rd.

Shady Grove
Ch. Rd.

Shoals
Rd.

Smith-
town Rd.

Main St.

1527

1003

1003

1541

1546

Pop. 1222

Pop. 612

1.6
4.5

5.0
1.6

3.3

7.7
0.9

3.2

Siloam
Rd. 1003

1.9

4.4

2.5

3.
4

3570 ft.

Dan R. Basin
Ararat R. Basin

Ararat R. Basin

Fisher R. Basin

Fisher R. Basin

M
itchell R.

Basin

2230

Historic
Rockford

Yadkin
Valley R. R.

Hanging

WHITE

Gage
Station

* *

Burch

Access

5.0 Mi.
3 to 4

16.7 Mi.

4 to 5

Mountain
Park

Access

To Stone Mountain

State Park

Mtn-to-Sea

Trail

Mtn-to-Sea

Trail

Mtn-to-Sea

Trail

Mtn-to-Sea

Trail

Hamlin
Ford

Access

Bray
Ford

Access

HWY 268
East Access

Station

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
*

Haze Gray
Vineyards

(Undeveloped)

BRiver Access

All developed Surry County river accesses are
in partnership with the North Carolina 
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Welcome to Surry  County and our
Outstanding Natural Resources

Thanks for visiting Surry County and northwest North
Carolina. Here in the rolling foothills of the great Blue
Ridge Mountains, life moves at a di�erent pace. We
hope you enjoy all of our natural resources and the
country lifestyle that made Mayberry famous.

We have a never-ending list of outdoor opportunities
for the nature lover. From the Outstanding Resource
Waters of the Mitchell River to the wide, slow meand-
derings of the mighty Yadkin River, we have some-
thing for everyone from young to old.

So put on your hiking boots, saddle your horse, or
glide out on your canoe; however you are looking to
relax, Surry County has an experience waiting for you.
From the top of Pilot Mountain to the trout streams
of western Surry, we’ll make you feel right at home.

Come lose yourself in our little patch of outdoor
heaven. We guarantee you’ll never forget it!

To learn more, Visit

http://yadkinvalleync.com/

Surry
County
Natural
Resources
Committee

SURRY COUNTY

c 2021 Surry County, North Carolina

SURRY COUNTY
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FOUR RIVERS MAP
MITCHELLFISHER,ARARAT, &YADKIN

Showing:
-100 miles of canoe/kayak streams
-Over 500 miles of o�cial bike routes

-36 miles of stocked trout waters
Map funding provided by

SURRY COUNTY
TOURISM  DEVELOPMENT
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ACCESS  LOCATION  SPONSOR PHONE
A
B
C
3

D

E
F
G
H
I
J

K
L

M
N
O
P

1
2

4
5
6

SR 1330 Undeveloped N/A
Mountain

SR 1001 Undeveloped N/A
Burch

Fisher Surry County 336-401-8235
River Park Parks and Rec.

Surry County
Parks and Rec.

Old HWY
601

SR 1100 Undeveloped N/A
Hamlin

Bray Ford
SR 2223 Undeveloped N/A

Riverside Mount Airy 336-786-8313
Park Parks &Rec.

H. B. Rowe Mount Airy 336-786-8313
Park Parks &Rec.

Tharrington Mount Airy 336-786-8313
School Park Parks &Rec.

SR 2119 Undeveloped N/ASR 2
SR 2026 Undeveloped N/A

HWY 268
East
SR 2080 Undeveloped N/A

Ronda Town of 336-835-2061
Park Ronda
Crater Elkin Parks 336-258-8917
Park & Recreation

Yadkin/ Yadkin Co. 336-679-4228
Shore Rec. Dept.
Shoals Pilot Mtn. S.P. 336-444-5100

Donnaha Yadkin Co. 336-679-4228
Rec. Dept.

indicates a river access or park. For more information on the Green
http://yadkinvalleync.com/facilities offered, visit: , or call the 

numbers shown. The undeveloped access areas are on public roads 
and offer no facilities. These sites shall be used for drop-off launch sites
only, and vehicles and persons MUST STAY within public right-of-way.

3 Burch Surry County 336-401-8235
Parks and Rec.

Surry County 336-401-8235
Parks and Rec.

Surry County 336-401-8235
Parks and Rec.

Surry County 336-401-8235

336-401-8235

Parks and Rec.
Surry County 336-401-8235

Parks and Rec.

Surry County
Parks and Rec.

Park

Ford

Station

Station

Information and Safety
Tips for River Users
Prepare your Gear

Play it Safe

Know the Conditions

Respect Property

Wear an approved personal floatation device (PFD) at all times.
Tie an extra paddle to the boat.

Carry a first aid kit, repair kit, and flashlight.
Carry a map of the trail with emergency phone numbers.
Take rain gear and a change of clothes in a watertight container.
Take sunscreen and insect repellant, sunglasses, and a brimmed hat.
Take your own litterbag. Never throw trash in or along the river.
Before taking your first canoe or kayak trip, learn the basics so

Never boat alone. Two or more boats are preferred.
Don’t overload your craft. Plan no more than two adults per boat,

Place food, change of clothes, etc, in containers tied to the boat.
Wear non-slip shoes at all times as you may have to walk on sharp

Plan your trip carefully. The extra time can make the difference

Allow ample time to reach your destination, 2-3  miles per hour
Don’t forget that driving time is extra. Plan your shuttle.

If your trip includes a section of the river with a dam, you must use

Let someone know where you plan to be on the river and at what

Check the weather forecast and never paddle during flood conditions.
Be aware that hypothermia is possible, even in warm weather, if the

The rivers are public, but flow through private property. Do not tres-

Collect your refuse and dispose of properly when your trip is over.
Do not cut or damage plant life on the riverbanks.

pass, abuse or litter the waters, banks, or shorelines.

water is cold. A good rule of thumb is that if the water temperature
plus the air temperature is less than 100 degrees (f), then hypo-
thermia may occur. (see graph below)

time you plan to return.

the portage trail around the dam. It is there for your safety.

canoeing or kayaking under normal conditions (twice as long
tubing). It’s better to complete the trip early than finish after dark.

and always center the load.

rocks on the river bottom.

a quality experience or a disasterous one.

that you can use your boat safely.

Secure a strong painter (rope) at least 10’ long to the bow and  stern.

Hypothermia

30°              40°               50°             60°               70°

Su
rv

iv
al

 Ti
m

e 
(h

rs
.)

0

2

4

6

Water Temperature (f°)

fast
cooler

slow
cooler

Average Person

Death Improbable

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*

*
*

*

*
*

*

*

*
*

The canal dam was probably a
weir of large stones placed on a 
natural ledge (see photo). Most of
the stones have been washed by
numerous floods over the years

How far construction extended down-
stream is uncertain. All sources agree 
on at least a mile. Linear depressions
between the river and R.R. track indi-
cate that it was considerably longer

Approx. location of Martin’s Mill
which would have been one of 
the few undershot mills in N.C. 

This map emphasizes river travel
and historical features. For infor-
mation on park activities, visit:

www.ncparks.gov.
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House- ca.1860
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he Shoals Access is located at the landing of the old Shoals ferry, and 
is about a quarter-mile upstream from the Yadkin shoals and islands. This 

  two-mile stretch is arguably the most beautiful, and certainly the most unique,
part of the river; however, it was an obstacle to river navigation.

T

The State of North Carolina (probably influenced by New York’s Erie Canal,
then under construction) chartered the Yadkin Navigation Company to build
a three-mile canal around the shoals. In 1820, work started at the head of the
shoals, where a low dam was built across the Yadkin River to raise boats to
canal level, and to channel the vast amount of water required by the canal.
 The first of three planned locks was built at the head of the canal.

t first, the channel was dug in earth to a width of 45 feet, and probably fourA
feet deep. About 2,000 feet downstream, a high bluff necessitated the first of 
two stone retaining walls where the canal narrowed to 15 feet. The walls were
two-feet wide at the top and five to 20 feet high. They were built without mortar
from stone quarried on the spot.

No one knows how much of the three-mile route was built - at least 
one mile, possibly more than two - however, it is evident to the most 
untrained eye that most of the difficult work had been completed. It is 
somewhat of a mystery as to why the project was abandoned in 1825, and 
the dream of making Elkin and Wilkesboro inland ports faded away.
If the canal had been opened, the boats would probably be similar to the
one shown, carrying 10-20 tons of cargo, and drawing 2-3 feet of water.
Even today, most of the wall is still in place, and there are long depressions
between the river and railroad that show faint signs of the canal route despite
over 180 years of flooding and siltation.
Although the canal, along the walled section, was filled when the railroad
was built in the 1890’s, over 1,000 feet of the wall still remains.

All of the canal’s walls have an inward pitch of 14 degrees, 
except for the one remaining lock-gate wall, which is 
plumb, and protrudes two feet from the retaining wall.

Canal construction and operation

YADKIN  ISLANDS  AND  BEAN  SHOALS  CANAL

Had the canal become operational, a downstream boat
would enter the lock (A) with the downstream gate clo-
sed. The upstream gate would be closed and water would
then be let out through a valve or sluice, until it equalized
the downstream level (B). The downstream gate would
then be swung open and the boat would proceed down-
stream. The process would be reversed for a boat head-
ing upstream. One gate would always remain closed.

The canal drawings are based on N.C.G.S.
Bulletin #8, Waterpower in North Carolina,1899

The excavated
stone was shaped
and used for the 
retaining wall

Canal section at the bluffs 

Yadkin River

15’

2’ 2’

A

B
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the same scale, the three rivers are at
di�erent scales to better �t the avail-
able space. The user should take this
into account when planning a trip.
Also, river widths are greatly exagg-
erated for the sake of clarity.
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High water creates safety issues for paddlers:  increased
debris in the water, increased presence of sweepers (low
hanging branches that “sweep” paddlers out of the boat), 
strainers (downed tree branches that let water pass
through, but trap boats and paddlers against them), and
fast currents that decrease the reaction time available to
avoid obstacles.  Tubers face increased problems sooner
than boaters and need to adjust their thresholds to lower
levels than used for canoes and kayaks.

River gage stations monitor streamflow elevelation levels
and help you spot flood-level conditions in advance.  
Check ahead of time by searching “NC Streamflow” in 
any browser.

GAGES ARE SHOWN ON THE MAP WITH THIS SYMBOL.  NEVER
PADDLE DURING FLOOD CONDITIONS!

Surry County
Gage Stations
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