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Birthplace of Andy Ch. Rd. Outstanding Natural Resources

Griffith, “Mayberry”is
also home,of.'ﬂie,morld s
largest open faced quarry

Maple Grv.
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Thanks for.visiting Surry County and northwest North
Carolina. Here in the rolling foothills of the great Blue
Ridge Mountains;, life moves at a different pace. We
hope you enjoy all'of our natural resources and the

country lifestyle that made Mayberry famous.
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We have a never-ending list of outdoor opportunities
for the nature lover. From the Outstanding Resource
Waters of the Mitchell River to the wide, slow meand-
derings of the mighty Yadkin River. e
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In 1847, Elkin Mfg. Co. built a mill on Big
Elkin Creek. During the Civil War, it sup-
plied cloth for Confederate uniforms
and was one of the few southern mills

Rockford was the seat of Surry
Co. from 1790 to 1853. The county
seat moved to Dobson after the
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Tips for River Users STORE & A= Park @) ACCESS LOCATION SPONSOR PHONE <
oy w
Prefl’)are Your Gear = 3\ QLS 1742 a é — SR1330  Undeveloped  N/A .
756 — 1 Surry Coun 336-401-8235 £
* Wear an approved personal floatation device (PFD) at all times. p /) Rowe Pork S AIP?‘Z,,;{taln P ark:vy and R?c)' ~ g
* Tie an extra paddle to the boat. ) b = C — SR 1001 Dol N/A
* Secure a strong painter (rope) at least 10" long to the bow and stern. G A 1753 = 3 — P i
* Carry a first aid kit, repair kit, and ﬂashli%] t. = Wm Thar‘ringfon \‘ g Bu’”?h Surry County  336-401-8235 o 2
* Carry a map of the trail with emergency phone numbers. Devotion S ?m 2 Sch.Park ._/ Station Parks and Rec. . |
* Take rain gear and a change of clothes in a watertight container. == & i ) + y (’v BANNER- O %. ll = ‘
* Take sunscreen and insect repellant, sunglasses, and a brimmed hat. S L;.S SCALE: 1= 5220- TOWN D — Fisher Surry County  336-401-8235 %, 3
* Take your own litterbag. Never throw trash in or along the river. § ~ River Park  Parks and Rec. % % v
* lgﬁftc:)re taking your firslt) ca'rtloefolrrkayak trip, learn the basics so e § E — oilaHwWyY  Surry County  336-401-8235 ;
a yOlf Can use yOlll‘ Oatl sale } E 601 Parks and Rec.
Play it Safe « F— SR1100 Undeveloped  N/A Veteran's Srace
* Never boat alone. Two or more boats are preferred. ) G —  Hamlin Surry County ~ 336-401-8235 Mem: Park o3 9
* Don’t overload your craft, Plan no more than two adults per boat, ﬁ Ford Parks and Rec ¢ ille 1040 . §
and always center the load. ‘ . . Mountain E H— g Ford Sy Coum‘y. 3364018735 5 o &
* Place food, change of clothes, etc, in containers tied to the boat. Park ray rora o ks and Rec =
* i ; . : >
\ysgﬁsnoor?t}sllelpr is\hc(;elioa‘& g}}ljames as you may have to walk on sharp ® Access T — SR2223 R Undeveloped N/A N .\47}\ M
* Plan vour trip carefully. The extra time can make the difference . . . ; : World’s largest
a qua)[ity explzrience of a disasterous one. J — Riverside Mount Airy  336-786-8313 3 R'vae:'i'de rggietgf%ay
* Don’t forget that driving time is extra. Plan your shuttle. Park Parks &Rec. " =
* Allow ample time to reach your destination, 2-3 miles per hour % K — H B. Rowe Mount Airy  336-786-8313 2 3 2 Blvd 103
canoeln% or kayaking under normal conditions (twice as 1on% N Park Parks &Rec. 52 3\ ondence Z A\ RivER Access
tubing). It’s befter to complete the trip early than finish after dark. 7 & L — Tharrinet Mount Ai 336-786-8313 nd< 0
* If your trip includes a section of the river with a dam, you must use EPHYR R~ A o;{m & Uiy ~/ou '
the portage trail around the dam. It is there for your safety. N -\ = School Park  Parks &Rec. Reeves ;
. Although each individual river is at S % - oL Comm’. River
* %.et someoile lf{nowtwhere you plan to be on the river and at what the same scale, the three rivers are at ‘é M— SR2119 Undeveloped N/A : pine Center Access
1me you plan to return. different scales to better fit the avail-
K y Ph Conditi able space. The user should take this "}: N — SR 2026 Undeveloped N/A nge 5
now the Conditions into account when planning a trip. O — HWY 268 Slm’y COMnty 336-401-8235 N Park
* Check the weather forecast and never paddle during flood conditions. Alsg, e m‘dthiarefg{ ea{ly exagg: East Parks and Rec. & / e
* Be aware that hypothermia is possible, even in warm weather, if the erated forthe sake ot clarity. P — SR 2080 it dtiie) N/A i Histor1
water is cold. A’good rule of thumb s that if the water temperature haevelope = = DOWNTOWN 89
[us the air temperature is less than 100 degrees (f), then hypo- o) 5 5 MT A
plus th g Y e 8 T. AIRY,
thermia may occur. (see graph below) 1 — Ronda Town of 336-835-2061 $ = woK s ey DT harinat
Hypothermia Lot R & itk coh Pank X%
_ - - o 2 — Crater Elkin Parks  336-258-8917 e / ' 7/~~River \%
g ° A = N Park & Recreation . | J § Access \&
£ s> % £ ¥ 3 — gurgh Surry County ~ 336-401-8235 s S © »,
v 4 et c ~ tation Parks and Rec. K7 : o
£ e ¥ | < 4 — Yadkin/ " Yadkin Co.  336-679-4228 S
‘:" 2 7/ E Shore Rec. Dept. S
S22 e X 5 — Shoals  Pilot Mtn. S.P. 336-444-5100 =N iy
> — 7 .
5o fast  |Death Improbable W 2 2026 @ ° § 6 — Donnaha Yadkin Co. 336-679-4228 Greenway 52
" S ” . 23] Access D Rec. Dept. —3 601 Network
30° 40° 50° 60° 70° CALE: 17= 5710" /- S fi
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Water Temperature (f ) ’é’ R, Green indicates a river access or park. For more information on the =
Respect Pl‘Opel‘ty 2 ) é\, (2258 < AsH it e facilities offered, visit: http://yadkinvalleync.com/, or call the
The rivers are public, but flow through private property. Do not tres- Mark / (1100 97 Z Ar. numbers shown. The undeveloped access areas are on public roads 2 ;
, 2 2 a, ILL A} =ﬁ=. Canoein
pass, abuse or Etter the waters, bank%, or shorell)ines. \ndex & 9 @« OIdAHWy 601 . fag H and offer no chilities. These sites shall be useq fo_r drop-qff {aunch sites Greenway / quqkingg “
Collect your refuse and dispose of properly when your trip is over. A//"c{— " & SCESS 2 (2019)  wo2l only, and vehicles and persons MUST STAY within public right-of-way. Bike Route River Access ®
Do not cut or damage plant life on the riverbanks. Continued on pane| below Continued on panel below Continued on | panel below
Continued from panel above (2019) Ra Continued from panel above Y ADKIN I SLANDS AND BE AN S HOALS C ANAL
w~ 4 Comm. - The Shoals Access is located at the landing of the old Shoals ferry, and No one knows how much of the three-mile route was built - at least
'g Gage /Bldg- Rd. is about a quarter-mile upstream from thg?adkin shoals and islands. This one mile, possibly more than two - however, it is evident to the most
<) Station t“'()’ln}IGHStl'QTLTh ib‘}largual)]}' the most I)Talilifflataml_ certainly tPC most unique, untrained CE‘C that most of the difficult work had been completed. It is
part of the river; however, 1t was an obstacle to river navigation. somewhat of a mystery as to why the project was abandoned in 1825, and
Check Streamflow Levels Index+ Mark The State of North Carolina (probably influenced by New York’s Erie Canal, ﬁidrcam l‘)}f] rrllszing‘Elkin alndg\/i'lkcsboro ilnllamllp(})rl‘tsbfadcd T\\'a)'. |
. . . . . th ler constructic ‘hartered the Yadkin Navication Company to build the canal had been opened, the boats would probably be similar to the
River %age stations monitor streamﬂpw e.levelatlon levels Cvk a tehrll'(lrgj(n”:illc( ?:1:;1?;0131?()1 ;hgrs}io:ﬂs. Iri 1826, W()r\kitar)ted at tllle h'\cad of the  one shown, carrying 16)’20 tons of cargo, and (ll'awing 2-3 feet of water.
and he p you spot flood-level conditions in advance. Z shoals, where a low dam was built across the Yadkin River to raise boats to Even today, most of the wall is still in place, and there are long depressions
Check ahead of time by searching “NC Streamflow” in canal level, and to channel the vast amount of water required by the canal. between the river and railroad that show faint signs of the canal route despite
anv browser Q'é The first of three planned locks was built at the head of the canal. over 180 years of flooding and siltation.
Y ) S At first, the channel was dug in earth to a width of 45 feet, and probably four ~ Although the canal, along the walled section, was filled when the railroad
GAGES ARE SHOWN ON THE MAP WITH THIS SYMBOL. NEVER (2024] feet deep. About 2,000 feet downstream, a high bluff necessitated the first of ~ was built in the 1890’s, over 1,000 feet of the wall still remains.
PADDLE DURING FLOOD CONDITIONS! 2038] a two stone retaining walls where the canal narrowed to 15 feet. The walls were
— 3 ‘?rxoon?:tt);;eld(,uz;tr;?gdt(())[r)l t]rf in(().tt() 20 feet high. They were built without mortar Canal construction and operation
~2USGS HWY 268 ‘ E - Spot All of the canal’s walls have an inward pitch of 14 de%rrees,
USGS 02112250 YADKIN RIVER AT ELKIN, NC . except for the one remaining lock-gate wall, which is
20,000 E AST Canal section at the bluffs plunrllb, and protrudes two feet from the retaining wall.
’ Had the canal become operational, a downstream boat
2 10000 ACCESS ° (2044) 15 > would enter the lock (A)pwith the downstream gate clo-
e sed. The upstream gate would be closed and water would
b i 2 2' then be let out through a valve or sluice, until it equalized
g i | 1001 the downstream level (B). The downstream gatoqwould
9 N Access then be swung open and the boat would proceed down-
R N 'h " )Jﬁ‘kh ‘ stream. The process would be reversed for a boat head-
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New access areas may be opened,
High water creates safety issues for paddlers: increased & existing ones closed at any time
d E s in th tor i d r ] To check on the latest status, visit: ¥
ebris in the water, increased presence of sweepers (low http://yadkinvalleync.com/ = ®
hanging branches that “sweep” paddlers out of the boat), © The canal drawings are based on N.C.G.S.
strainers (downed tree branches that let water pass ‘a, 3 2 Capall : Bulletin #8, Waterpower in North Carolina, 1899
through, but trap boats and paddlers against them), and l 24, 9= Sranes :
fast currents that decrease the reaction time available to G}' :
avoid obstacles. Tubers face increased problems sooner The canal dam was probably a
' . . SIS weir of large stones placed on a
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