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Where Does My Water  
Come From?

Our water source for 
the Sun ‘N Lake 

Improvement District 
is supplied by three 
wells that come from 
the Floridan Aquifer. 

This aquifer 
is one of the 
major sources of 
ground water in 
the United States. 

Water treatment is a complex, 
time-consuming process.

Substances That Could Be in Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals 

and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human 
activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and 
residential uses.

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA prescribes regulations, which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish 
limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. 
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

What Are PPCPs?

When cleaning out your medicine cabinet, what do you do 
with your expired pills? Many people flush them down 

the toilet or toss them into the trash. Although this seems 
convenient, these actions could threaten our water supply.

Recent studies are generating a growing concern over 
pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs) entering 
water supplies. PPCPs include human and veterinary drugs 
(prescription or over-the-counter) and 
consumer products, such as cosmetics, 
fragrances, lotions, sunscreens, and house 
cleaning products. From 2006 to 2010, 
the number of U.S. prescriptions increased 
12 percent, to a record 3.7 billion, while 

steady around 3.3 billion. Many of these 
drugs and personal care products do not biodegrade and may 
persist in the environment for years.

The best and most cost-effective way to ensure safe water at 
the tap is to keep our source waters clean. Never flush unused 
medications down the toilet or sink. Instead, check to see 
if the pharmacy where you made your purchase 
accepts medications for disposal, or contact your 
local health department for information on 
proper disposal methods and drop-off 
locations. You can also go on the Internet 
(https://goo.gl/aZPgeB) to find more 
information about disposal locations in 
your area.
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Community Participation

You are invited to 
participate in our 

public forum and voice 
your concerns about your 
drinking water. To find out 
when the meetings will be 
held, please visit our website 
at www.snldistrict.org or 
contact us at the District 
office at (863) 382-2196. 

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population. 

Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants may 
be particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. The 
U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention) guidelines on 
appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and 
other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 
(800) 426-4791 or http://
water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

Quality First

S

Information on the Internet

The U.S. EPA (https://goo.gl/TFAMKc) and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(www.cdc.gov) websites provide a substantial amount 
of information on many issues relating to water 
resources, water conservation, and public health. Also, 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
has a website (https://goo.gl/s94yeg) that provides 
complete and current information on water issues in 
Florida, including valuable information about our 
watershed.

Tip Top Tap

The most common signs that your faucet or sink 
is affecting the quality of your drinking water are 

discolored water, sink or faucet stains, a buildup of particles, 
unusual odors or tastes, and a reduced flow of water. The 
solutions to these problems may be in your hands.

Kitchen Sink and Drain
Hand washing, soap scum buildup, and the handling of raw 
meats and vegetables can contaminate your sink. Clogged 
drains can lead to unclean sinks and backed up water in 
which bacteria (i.e., pink and black-colored slime growth) 
can grow and contaminate the sink area and faucet, causing 
a rotten egg odor. Disinfect and clean the sink and drain area 
regularly. Also, flush regularly with hot water.

Faucets, Screens, and Aerators
Chemicals and bacteria can splash and accumulate on the 
faucet screen and aerator, which are located on the tip of 
faucets, and can collect particles like sediment and minerals 
resulting in a decreased flow from the faucet. Clean and 
disinfect the aerators or screens on a regular basis.

Check with your plumber if you find particles in the faucet 
screen as they could be pieces of plastic from the hot water 
heater dip tube. Faucet gaskets can break down and cause 
black, oily slime. If you find this slime, replace the faucet 
gasket with a higher-quality product. White scaling or hard 
deposits on faucets and shower heads may be caused by hard 
water or water with high levels of calcium carbonate. Clean 
these fixtures with vinegar or use water softening to reduce 
the calcium carbonate levels for the hot water system.

Water Filtration/Treatment Devices
A smell of rotten eggs can be a sign of bacteria on the filters 
or in the treatment system. The system can also become 
clogged over time so regular filter replacement is important. 
(Remember to replace your refrigerator filter!)
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un ‘N Lake Improvement District is proud to 
present the 2020 annual water quality report
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questions relating to your drinking water, please call
For more information about this report, or for any

Questions?

Joseph Sliva, Supervisor of Utility Operations
at (863) 991-0976.


