
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Agenda 

Regular Somerset Town Council Meeting 

October 7, 2019 

 

The Somerset Town Council will meet in regular session on October 7, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Somerset Town Hall 

 

Agenda updates are posted on the Town website: www.townofsomerset.com.   

 

Council Work Session – 7:00 p.m. 

Council Meeting Convenes – 7:30 p.m. 

Comments: Public Comment Period: 7:30 p.m.* 

 

CONSENT 

1. Motion: To approve minutes from Council meeting held on September 3, 2019 – 7:40 

p.m. 

 

NON-CONSENT 

2. Discussion: Town Manager August Administrative and Fiscal Reports – 7:41 p.m. 

 

3. Discussion: Building Permit Administrator Report – 7:55 p.m. 

 

4. Public Hearing/Motion: To Discuss Town Hall construction project, and consider 

approval of payment to Deneau for installation of water service line connection (site 

utility work) in the amount of $24,720; and payments to WSSC for service connection 



fee in the amount of $2,434; on-site connection fee not to exceed $2,750; and bond 

payment in the amount of $56,600. – 8:05 p.m.*** 

 

5. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider approval of building permit at 4917 Essex Avenue 

for new home construction, new driveway construction, and rear porch. – 8:20 p.m. 

 

6. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider removal of 34” diameter Pin Oak located in Town 

Right-of-way at 4910 Essex Avenue, and removal the following trees at 4823 Doreset 

Avenue: 

 

a. Ash 6” dbh – dead; 

b. Ash 12” dbh – dead;  

c. Ash 28” dbh – 90% dead; 

d. White Pine 8” dbh – in decline and will not revive. 

 

Reforestation Plan: 

 

a. One Evergreen (pine or holly); 

b. One Canopy tree (red oak, white oak, willow oak, sugar maple, red maple, or 

black gum); 

c. Two ornamental trees (redbud, dogwood, or serviceberry). – 8:50 p.m.*** 

 

7. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider approval of pool winterization plan presented by 

American Pool in the amount of $7,052.75; and equipment upgrades to pool filtration 

systems, and chlorinators in the amount of $28,770.63. – 9:00 p.m.*** 

 

8. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider adoption of comprehensive Code of Ordinance 

amendments, as prepared by General Code and introduced at September 2019 Council 

meeting – 9:10 p.m. 

 

9. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider Resolution re-adopting Town’s current fee schedule, 

as listed on the Town website. – 9:30 p.m. 

 

10. Public Hearing/Motion: To discuss updates on small cells at federal and county levels, 

and consider submitting comments on behalf of Somerset. – 9:35 p.m.*** 

 

11. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider approval of engaging the Maryland Energy 

Administration for assistance on LED streetlight conversion. – 9:50 p.m.*** 

 

12. Discussion: Mayor’s Report – 9:51 p.m. 

 

13. Adjourn – 9:55 p.m. 

 



 

Key: 

Public Hearing Item: Agenda item where public comment is permitted. 

Discussion Item: Agenda item limited to discussion among the Council, Mayor and Town Staff. 

Motion Item: Agenda item requesting action, limited to Council discussion.  

Comments: Opinions and Questions from Town residents. 

* Times listed are estimated, and may run longer or shorter than allocated. 

*** indicates item added to agenda or amended after Town Journal publication. 

 

The Mayor and Town Council may entertain a motion during the open meeting to close a portion 

of the meeting, in accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1)(7) of the Open Meetings Act (Maryland 

Code, General Provisions Article), to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice. 

 



Town of Somerset 

4510 Cumberland Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Minutes for Council Meeting on 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 

 

Council Members Present: Marnie Shaul; Barbara Zeughauser; Steve Surko; Frannie Peale; 

Morris Panner; Mayor: Jeffrey Slavin; Town Manager: Matthew Trollinger; Building 

Administrator: Doug Lohmeyer; Town Hall Renovation Project Manager: Lou Baledamas; 

Residents and other attendees: Miguel Tejblum (Essex Ave.); Carol Barsha (Essex Ave.); Joan 

Krash (Essex Ave.); Carol Manning (Essex Ave.); Laura Long (Essex Ave.); Lucy Freeman (Dorset 

Ave.); Elle Meyers (Montgomery County Sentinel) 

 

7:00 p.m. Council Work Session 

 

The Council discussed the Environmental Committee’s recommendation to mow over 

leaves in the Town Hall area. The Council asked for a proposal from the Environmental 

Committee with evidence of benefits from making the change. 

 

The Council asked for an update on the bridge near the Town Pool. The slats in the 

bridge are placed too closely together. The Council recommended staff work with the 

contractor and Montgomery County inspector for them to develop a remedy. 

 

Council discussed the Town’s budgeted transition to LED lights. 

 

The Council set a date for an informational meeting regarding the Town Code 

amendments for September 19, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. Residents will have a second 

opportunity to learn more about the changes and comment at the public hearing to be held 

at the next Council meeting. 

 

7:30 p.m. Council Meeting Convenes 

 

Mayor Slavin called the meeting to order and opened the floor for public comments. 

 

7:31 p.m. Comments:  Public Comment Period 

 

Miguel Tejblum and Carol Barsha (Essex) had encouraged some of his neighbors to 

come to the meeting, and wished to make comments regarding proposed plans at 4917 

Essex. Town Manager Trollinger noted that an application has not yet been submitted to 



the Town. Mayor Slavin reminded Mr. Tejblum that the Council has not seen the 

proposed plans and would not be able to make comments without the applicant. 

 

Mr. Tejblum raised concerns about the following points: 

• Shared trees between the properties that may need to be removed due to 

construction. 

• Property coverage and non-vegetative space. He suggested the square footage of 

the footprint of the house, pool, deck, and driveway covers nearly 50% of the 

property. 

• Noise levels from air conditioning units. 

• Water flow on the property and onto his. 

• The proposed plans called for a new curb cut for a new driveway. 

• Street parking for construction vehicles. 

 

Laura Long (Essex) also expressed concern about previous construction on the street, 

suggesting that construction vehicles block the street. 

 

Carol Manning (Essex) echoed concerns about water running down Essex Avenue. She 

suggested the Town did not permit a pool for a previous application. 

 

Joan Krash (Essex) asked the Town to look into water issues. 

 

Lucy Freeman (Dorset) suggested that if water leaves a property, the Town should 

consider a new procedure so residents do not have to hire their own attorney. 

 

Council member Peale said the Town could consider its own stormwater management 

rules. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

8:17 p.m. Council member Zeughauser moved to approve minutes from Council 

meeting held on August 5, 2019, and a Resolution to authorize Town Manager as Town’s 

Retirement Plan Coordinator with ICMA Retirement Corporation. Council member 

Zeughauser seconded. All in favor. 

 

NON-CONSENT 

 

8:18 p.m. Public Hearing/Motion: To approve donation of Dog Waste Receptacle to 

replace current trash can at corner of Trent St./Uppingham St.Town Manager July 

Administrative and Fiscal Report 

 

Council member Zeughauser urged the Council to approve the proposal. The Council 

discussed whether to take out the uncovered trash can. 

 



Council member Peal moved to approve the donation, and approve the Town Manager to 

pick out a covered trash can to replace the uncovered trash can as a trial for entire Town. 

Council member Zeughauser seconded. All in favor. 

 

Town Manager Trollinger gave the fiscal and administrative reports (below) 

 
Manager’s Report 

September 3, 2019 

Administrative Matters 

• File Storage: Staff has met with ShoreScan and Canon, and has had brief discussions with a 
solution provided by Amazon. However, the newly-installed computers came with Microsoft 
OneDrive, which allows the computers to share files with each other. At this time OneDrive is 
filling the needs of the office. 

• Accounting/Bookkeeping: Staff met with Weyrich, Cronin & Sorra to begin discussions on 
budgeting, accounting, and bookkeeping best practices. The firm will help with FY19 audit 
preparation. 

o Reconciling Bank Statements: One recommendation was that someone outside the 
check creation and signing process be responsible for reconciling the bank statements 
and checks at the end of each month. Currently, the Mayor, Town Manager, and Council 
members Shaul and Zeughauser have check-signing permission with SunTrust. Town 
staff are both involved in processing checks. The Council may consider appointing 
someone to reconcile the bank statements (perhaps make it a responsibility of the 
Budget Committee liaison). 

• Bill-Paying: Staff was encouraged to also look into a more streamlined bill-paying system, such as 
Bill.com, which is used by some of the nearby municipalities. The software is owned by Intuit and 
integrates with QuickBooks.  

• Payroll Administration: The Town will switch over at the next payroll. 

• Phones: Once renovations are completed, the Town may consider new phones for the Town Hall. 

• Town Website: The Town’s website is six years old. The Council may consider an update to the 
website. Quotes were given by CivicPlus, who designed the current website. The Town could also 
elect to go out to bid on the service. 

o The Town may also consider changing from .com to .org or .gov. Staff has begun to look 
at the requirements for such a change. 

Infrastructure 

• Town Hall Renovations: Staff has attended weekly Town Hall renovation update meetings. (See 
report from architect and project manager Lou Baledamas) 

• Pool Entrance Bridge: Staff is looking into options to help the drainage situation at the new 
bridge at the Town Pool. 

• Utility Poles: Staff is putting together a list of “double poles” in Somerset. Poles need to be rid of 
telecom cables before Pepco will remove them. 

Contracting 

• Snow Plow: The Town’s contract with Mulheron’s ended in April. Staff is putting together an RFP 
so that a contractor can be selected at the November meeting. 

• Gardening Consultant: The Town may be interested in contracting out services for a gardening 
consultant to assist maintenance staff with planting and care of Town green spaces. 



• Bridge/Signage/Traffic Consultant: The Council approved the hiring of a consultant to look at 
parking and other issues at the Town Pool. Staff is currently working to locate a previous RFP to 
use as a template, and to go out to bid so that any changes could be incorporated before next 
year’s pool season. 

Building Administration 

See worksheet from Town Building Administrator Doug Lohmeyer – included in packet. 

Tree Updates 

See report from Town Arborist, Dr. Tolbert Feather – included in packet. 

Council member Shaul recommended rotating reconciliations among Audit Committee 

members. 

8:47 p.m. Building Permit Administrator Report 

 

Building Administrator Lohmeyer gave his report, including updates on 5800 Deal Place, 

4813 Falstone Avenue, 5813 Surrey Street, and 5415 Trent Street. 

 

8:53 p.m. Public Hearing/Motion: to discuss Town Hall construction project and 

consider approval of contractor payment of $57,191.93 

 

Mr. Balodemas gave his report, including the need for civil engineering and surveying for 

the new water line to allow for a sprinkler system. Council member Zeughauser also 

asked the Council to consider approval of $12,000 for surveying, and so moved. Council 

member Shaul seconded. Council members Zeughauser, Shaul, Peale, and Surko voted in 

favor. Council member Panner opposed. The motion passed 4-1. 

 

Council member Zeughauser motioned to approve contractor payment. Council member 

Shaul seconded, all in favor. 

 

9:05 p.m. Public Hearing/Motion: To consider approval of building permit at 5526 

Uppingham Street to enlarge and redesign front porch, and install new walkway to porch 

from parking area  

 

The applicants, Nancy and David Batson, had no comments. No questions from the 

Council. Council member Zeughauser moved to approve the permit. Council member 

Shaul seconded. All in favor. 

 

9:08 p.m. Public Hearing/Motion: To submit comments to FCC in response to recent 

court decision regarding small cell deployment. 

 

Town Attorney Ron Bolt reported that the issue was remanded to the DCC based on lack 

of review by the FCC to consider environmental impacts. There is no timeline for when 



comments will be needed. The Council asked the Town Attorney to continue to monitor 

the situation, and report back with any additional information. No motion was made. 

 

9:10 p.m. Motion: To introduce comprehensive Town Code amendments, as 

prepared by General Code  

 

Council member Peal introduced the amendments, and announced that an informational 

meeting will be held at the Town Hall on September 19. She asked that the Town 

Manager send out reminder emails 

 

9:15 p.m. Discussion:  Mayor’s Report 

 

The Mayor gave his report, and mentioned the upcoming events in Somerset. 

 

9:16 p.m. Adjourn 

 

Council member Surko moved to adjourn; Council member Zeughauser seconded; all in 

favor. 



 1 

 
Manager’s Report 
October 7, 2019 

 
Administrative Matters 

• Accounting/Bookkeeping/Auditing: Staff has met with auditors for the first 
time. Staff and accounting firm are currently working to clean up transactions, so 
audit can be successfully performed. Accountants and Auditors have 
recommended filing a 60-day extension with the state until December. 
Accountants will then assist in cleaning up the chart of accounts after 10/31/19. 

• Bill-Paying: Staff set up trial of bill.com to streamline bill-paying, but additional 
cost is not accounted for in FY20 budget. At this time, staff recommends holding 
off on making a switch until next budget season. 

• Town Website: The Town’s website is six years old. The Council may consider an 
update to the website. Quotes were given by CivicPlus, who designed the current 
website. The Town could also elect to go out to bid on the service. The 
Communications Committee has begun looking at examples of websites to weigh 
in on any recommendations for next fiscal year. 

o The Town may also consider changing from .com to .org or .gov. Staff has 
begun to look at the requirements for such a change. 

• Census: Staff is meeting with Census Bureau employees on Thursday, October 10 
to discuss the 2020 Census. 

o The Census will be entirely electronic in 2020. 

• Chevy Chase Elementary School Robotics: Staff met with a CCES 5th and 4th 
grade robotics team about their CITY SHAPERS Innovation Research Project. 

Infrastructure 

• Town Hall Renovations: Staff has attended weekly Town Hall renovation update 
meetings. (See report from architect and project manager Lou Baledamas) 

• Pool Entrance Bridge: Staff is looking into options to help the drainage situation 
at the new bridge at the Town Pool.  

• Utility Poles: Staff is putting together a list of “double poles” in Somerset. Poles 
need to be rid of telecom cables before Pepco will remove them. 

• Electric Vehicle Charging Station: Pepco has unveiled a program to install 
electric charging stations for free to municipalities. Staff has forwarded the 
information to the Environmental Committee to review to see if they have any 
recommendations or feedback. 

Contracting 

• Snow Plow: The Town’s contract with Mulheron’s ended in April. Staff has 
completed an RFP that is currently open. Bids are due in October so that a 
contractor can be selected at the November meeting. 

• Gardening Consultant: The Town may be interested in contracting out services 
for a gardening consultant to assist maintenance staff with planting and care of 
Town green spaces. The Parks and Natural Resources Committee created a rough 
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draft of an RFP. Staff will work to finalize an RFP and advertise so the Council can 
select a contractor. 

• Bridge/Signage/Traffic Consultant: The Council approved the hiring of a 
consultant to look at parking and other issues at the Town Pool. Staff is currently 
working to locate a previous RFP to use as a template, and to go out to bid so 
that any changes could be incorporated before next year’s pool season. 

 
Events 

• Last Month’s Town Events: 
o Movie Night at Pool (9/7) 
o Newcomers’ Party (9/8) 
o Brown Bag Lunch (9/12) 
o Adult Pool Party (9/14) 
o A Wider Circle Donation Day (9/28) 
o Pool Closing/Dog Swim (9/29) 
o Bulk Trash Pickup (10/7) 

• Upcoming October Events: 
o Flu Clinic (10/25) – residents should please call ahead at the office. 

• MML Fall Conference: 
o Staff will not be attending, but Somerset will be represented. The Fall 

conference is focused more on MML’s legislative agenda. 
 
Building Administration 
See worksheet from Town Building Administrator Doug Lohmeyer – included in packet. 
Tree Updates 
See report from Town Arborist, Dr. Tolbert Feather – included in packet. 
 
 



Operating Budget - October 2019

September

Year-to-Date 

Actual Budget over Budget

% of 

Budget

Income

   41000 Tax 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      41100 Property Tax 16,013.76  48,001.63  683,662.00  -635,660.37  7.02%

   Total 41000 Tax $    16,013.76  $        48,001.63  $      683,662.00  -$         635,660.37  7.02%

   42000 Intergovernmental 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      42100 Income Tax 0.00  1,150,000.00  -1,150,000.00  0.00%

      42200 Highway User (MD) 9,164.55  36,108.00  -26,943.45  25.38%

      42300 Revenue Sharing (MC) 56,173.00  56,173.00  56,173.00  0.00  100.00%

      42400 Bank Share (MC) 268.62  269.00  -0.38  99.86%

      42500 Cable Franchise Fee 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         42501 Comcast 1,372.31  6,207.00  -4,834.69  22.11%

         42502 Verizon 3,254.39  12,697.00  -9,442.61  25.63%

      Total 42500 Cable Franchise Fee $            0.00  $          4,626.70  $        18,904.00  -$           14,277.30  24.47%

      42700 Fines 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         42701 Parking 45.00  45.00  0.00  45.00  

      Total 42700 Fines $           45.00  $               45.00  $                 0.00  $                   45.00  

   Total 42000 Intergovernmental $    56,218.00  $        70,277.87  $   1,261,454.00  -$      1,191,176.13  5.57%

   43000 Recreation 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      43100 Pool Fees 2,543.60  0.00  2,543.60  

         43101 Camp Summerset 7,040.00  13,116.00  8,000.00  5,116.00  163.95%

         43102 Guest Fees 449.68  4,465.69  9,595.00  -5,129.31  46.54%

         43103 Water Aerobics 0.00  2,020.00  -2,020.00  0.00%

         43104 Morning Swim 0.00  1,515.00  -1,515.00  0.00%

      Total 43100 Pool Fees $      7,489.68  $        20,125.29  $        21,130.00  -$             1,004.71  95.25%

      43200 Tennis Court Fees 150.00  0.00  150.00  

         43201 Regular Fees 175.00  423.50  2,000.00  -1,576.50  21.18%

         43202 Camp Summerset - Tennis 140.00  100.00  40.00  140.00%

      Total 43200 Tennis Court Fees $         175.00  $             713.50  $          2,100.00  -$             1,386.50  33.98%

   Total 43000 Recreation $      7,664.68  $        20,838.79  $        23,230.00  -$             2,391.21  89.71%

   44000 Interest 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      44100 Interest - MCPIP 8,096.00  11,156.00  -3,060.00  72.57%

      44200 Interest - PNC 453.04  1,367.69  3,226.00  -1,858.31  42.40%

      44300 Interest - Capital One 6.86  20.39  54.00  -33.61  37.76%

   Total 44000 Interest $         459.90  $          9,484.08  $        14,436.00  -$             4,951.92  65.70%

   45000 Rental to Residents 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      45100 Town Hall Fees 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

   Total 45000 Rental to Residents $            0.00  $                 0.00  $          2,000.00  -$             2,000.00  0.00%

   46000 Permit 50.00  50.00  0.00  50.00  

      46100 Building Permits 1,175.00  11,220.00  -10,045.00  10.47%

      46200 Fence/Wall 75.00  75.00  1,000.00  -925.00  7.50%

      46300 Storage Pods 0.00  200.00  -200.00  0.00%

      46400 Dumpster 65.00  65.00  1,020.00  -955.00  6.37%

      46500 Curb/Driveway 0.00  300.00  -300.00  0.00%



      46600 Late fee 0.00  600.00  -600.00  0.00%

      46700 Waiver 0.00  100.00  -100.00  0.00%

   Total 46000 Permit $         190.00  $          1,365.00  $        14,440.00  -$           13,075.00  9.45%

   47000 Miscellaneous - Revenue 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      47200 Miscl. Revenues 70.00  1,020.00  -950.00  6.86%

      47400 Compost Bins Fee 0.00  50.00  -50.00  0.00%

   Total 47000 Miscellaneous - Revenue $            0.00  $               70.00  $          1,070.00  -$             1,000.00  6.54%

Total Income $    80,546.34  $      150,037.37  $   2,000,292.00  -$      1,850,254.63  7.50%



Operating Expenses

   61000 Personnel 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      61100 Payroll Expense 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         61101 Suntrust -1,306.48  0.00  -1,306.48  

         61102 Pension Expense 531.54  1,000.00  -468.46  53.15%

      Total 61100 Payroll Expense $            0.00  -$            774.94  $          1,000.00  -$             1,774.94  -77.49%

      61200 Salary Expense 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         61201 Mayor 3,319.60  15,000.00  -11,680.40  22.13%

         61202 Town Clerk 446.94  26,608.47  100,000.00  -73,391.53  26.61%

         61203 Public Works Regular 200.00  26,369.50  125,502.00  -99,132.50  21.01%

         61204 Public Works Overtime 917.14  1,000.00  -82.86  91.71%

         61207 Office Employee 8,481.87  53,560.00  -45,078.13  15.84%

      Total 61200 Salary Expense $         646.94  $        65,696.58  $      295,062.00  -$         229,365.42  22.27%

      61300 Employer Retirement Cont. 667.79  4,708.58  20,000.00  -15,291.42  23.54%

      61400 Health Insurance-Employer Paid 12,506.76  42,000.00  -29,493.24  29.78%

      61600 Workman's Comp 0.00  6,000.00  -6,000.00  0.00%

      61700 FICA, Medicare & UI 4,797.90  35,000.00  -30,202.10  13.71%

      61800 Staff Training 250.00  500.00  -250.00  50.00%

   Total 61000 Personnel $      1,314.73  $        87,184.88  $      399,562.00  -$         312,377.12  21.82%

   62000 Professional Services 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      62100 Arborist 2,040.00  2,040.00  14,000.00  -11,960.00  14.57%

      62101 Garden Supervisor 0.00  14,000.00  -14,000.00  0.00%

      62200 Audit/Accounting 0.00  13,700.00  -13,700.00  0.00%

      62300 Storm Water 0.00  1,000.00  -1,000.00  0.00%

      62400 Traffic Calming 0.00  5,000.00  -5,000.00  0.00%

      62500 Legal Fees 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         62501 Attorney 4,738.20  20,323.60  70,000.00  -49,676.40  29.03%

         62502 Code 0.00  10,000.00  -10,000.00  0.00%

      Total 62500 Legal Fees $      4,738.20  $        20,323.60  $        80,000.00  -$           59,676.40  25.40%

      62600 Police 5,029.03  50,000.00  -44,970.97  10.06%

      62600_1 Security Camera Rebate 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

      62700 IT 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         62701 Web Site 0.00  4,119.00  -4,119.00  0.00%

         62703 Web Site Credit Card Fee 0.00  500.00  -500.00  0.00%

      Total 62700 IT $            0.00  $                 0.00  $          4,619.00  -$             4,619.00  0.00%

      62800 Code Enforcement Officer 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         62801 Enforcement Officer 1,560.00  1,560.00  20,000.00  -18,440.00  7.80%

         62802 Building Adminstrator 4,900.00  8,850.00  50,000.00  -41,150.00  17.70%

      Total 62800 Code Enforcement Officer $      6,460.00  $        10,410.00  $        70,000.00  -$           59,590.00  14.87%

      62907 Town Code Consultant 0.00  3,000.00  -3,000.00  0.00%

      62908 Project Management Support 0.00  5,000.00  -5,000.00  0.00%

   Total 62000 Professional Services $    13,238.20  $        37,802.63  $      262,319.00  -$         224,516.37  14.41%

   64000 Civic Affairs 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      64100 Special Events 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         64101 Community Service 0.00  1,000.00  -1,000.00  0.00%

         64102 4th July 25.00  358.33  500.00  -141.67  71.67%

         64103 New Comers 0.00  1,000.00  -1,000.00  0.00%



         64104 Summer Kick-off 0.00  1,500.00  -1,500.00  0.00%

         64105 Social Events 0.00  0.00  0.00  

            64108-1 Nonagenarian 0.00  500.00  -500.00  0.00%

            64108-2 Tennis 0.00  200.00  -200.00  0.00%

            64108-3 History 0.00  500.00  -500.00  0.00%

            64108-4 Pool 0.00  1,000.00  -1,000.00  0.00%

         Total 64105 Social Events $            0.00  $                 0.00  $          2,200.00  -$             2,200.00  0.00%

         64107 Guest Speakers 0.00  4,000.00  -4,000.00  0.00%

      Total 64100 Special Events $           25.00  $             358.33  $        10,200.00  -$             9,841.67  3.51%

      64200 Membership Dues 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         64201 CCCFH 0.00  100.00  -100.00  0.00%

         64202 Other 782.00  400.00  382.00  195.50%

         64203 MCCMA 0.00  150.00  -150.00  0.00%

      Total 64200 Membership Dues $            0.00  $             782.00  $             650.00  $                 132.00  120.31%

      64300 MML 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         64301 Chapter Meetings 907.31  907.31  1,500.00  -592.69  60.49%

         64302 Dues 6,699.12  6,195.00  504.12  108.14%

         64303 Conference Registration 792.00  792.00  3,264.00  -2,472.00  24.26%

         64304 Travel and Lodging 794.60  4,080.00  -3,285.40  19.48%

         64305 Miscl. 0.00  250.00  -250.00  0.00%

      Total 64300 MML $      1,699.31  $          9,193.03  $        15,289.00  -$             6,095.97  60.13%

      64400 Cable TV-Channel 16 Local Gov't 0.00  1,500.00  -1,500.00  0.00%

   Total 64000 Civic Affairs $      1,724.31  $        10,333.36  $        27,639.00  -$           17,305.64  37.39%

   65000 Publications 31.25  31.25  0.00  31.25  

      65100 Journal 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         65101 Postage 278.30  5,000.00  -4,721.70  5.57%

         65102 Printing 456.40  1,792.48  6,732.00  -4,939.52  26.63%

         65103 Graphic Designer 832.00  1,664.00  8,000.00  -6,336.00  20.80%

      Total 65100 Journal $      1,288.40  $          3,734.78  $        19,732.00  -$           15,997.22  18.93%

      65200 Directory & Handbook 300.00  300.00  3,774.00  -3,474.00  7.95%

   Total 65000 Publications $      1,619.65  $          4,066.03  $        23,506.00  -$           19,439.97  17.30%

   66000 Insurance 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      66100 Property/Liability - LGIT 5,609.00  6,000.00  -391.00  93.48%

      66200 Truck Insurance - LGIT 1,918.00  1,700.00  218.00  112.82%

   Total 66000 Insurance $            0.00  $          7,527.00  $          7,700.00  -$                173.00  97.75%

   67000 Town Hall/Garage 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      67100 Town Hall 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         67102 Maintenance 250.00  250.00  2,500.00  -2,250.00  10.00%

         67103 Supply 110.89  130.88  2,500.00  -2,369.12  5.24%

         67104 Utilities 272.05  1,061.61  5,000.00  -3,938.39  21.23%

      Total 67100 Town Hall $         632.94  $          1,442.49  $        10,000.00  -$             8,557.51  14.42%

      67200 Garage 805.54  0.00  805.54  

         67201 Supplies 315.09  1,110.85  1,500.00  -389.15  74.06%

         67202 Utilities 24.44  236.17  2,255.00  -2,018.83  10.47%

         67203 Maintenance 0.00  3,000.00  -3,000.00  0.00%

         67207 Truck 182.52  0.00  182.52  

      Total 67200 Garage $         339.53  $          2,335.08  $          6,755.00  -$             4,419.92  34.57%



      67300 Office 290.72  867.40  0.00  867.40  

         67301 Supplies 563.18  1,431.85  5,125.00  -3,693.15  27.94%

         67302 Web-hosting/Domain 23.90  35.85  205.00  -169.15  17.49%

         67303 Phone 0.00  4,100.00  -4,100.00  0.00%

         67304 Uniform 117.45  1,025.00  -907.55  11.46%

         67306 Miscellaneous 1,650.00  2,300.00  -650.00  71.74%

      Total 67300 Office $         877.80  $          4,102.55  $        12,755.00  -$             8,652.45  32.16%

   Total 67000 Town Hall/Garage $      1,850.27  $          7,880.12  $        29,510.00  -$           21,629.88  26.70%

   68000 Streets & Sidewalks 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      68100 Streets 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         68101 Sweeping 0.00  4,000.00  -4,000.00  0.00%

         68102 Maintenance 43.52  140.72  3,000.00  -2,859.28  4.69%

         68104 Supplies/Signs 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

         68105 Street Lighting 1,672.13  4,808.74  22,491.00  -17,682.26  21.38%

         68106 Street Snow Removal 0.00  25,000.00  -25,000.00  0.00%

      Total 68100 Streets $      1,715.65  $          4,949.46  $        56,491.00  -$           51,541.54  8.76%

      68200 Sidewalk 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         68203 Sidewalk Snow Removal 0.00  50,000.00  -50,000.00  0.00%

      Total 68200 Sidewalk $            0.00  $                 0.00  $        50,000.00  -$           50,000.00  0.00%

   Total 68000 Streets & Sidewalks $      1,715.65  $          4,949.46  $      106,491.00  -$         101,541.54  4.65%

   69000 Trees, G. & P 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      69100 Contract-Trees & Grounds 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         69101 Maintenance 375.00  11,437.50  60,000.00  -48,562.50  19.06%

         69102 Tree Removal 1,800.00  11,698.00  28,000.00  -16,302.00  41.78%

      Total 69100 Contract-Trees & Grounds $      2,175.00  $        23,135.50  $        88,000.00  -$           64,864.50  26.29%

      69300 Dumping Fees 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         69301 Recycling 134.32  356.04  1,500.00  -1,143.96  23.74%

      Total 69300 Dumping Fees $         134.32  $             356.04  $          1,500.00  -$             1,143.96  23.74%

      69400 General 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         69401 Supplies 1,816.39  3,451.97  5,000.00  -1,548.03  69.04%

         69402 Maintenance 307.55  2,000.00  -1,692.45  15.38%

         69404 WSSC Meter 0.00  750.00  -750.00  0.00%

      Total 69400 General $      1,816.39  $          3,759.52  $          7,750.00  -$             3,990.48  48.51%

   Total 69000 Trees, G. & P $      4,125.71  $        27,251.06  $        97,250.00  -$           69,998.94  28.02%

   70000 Sanitation 458.44  458.44  0.00  458.44  

      70100 Trash Contract 20,629.35  20,629.70  66,000.00  -45,370.30  31.26%

      70200 Recycling Contract 10,035.90  10,035.90  66,000.00  -55,964.10  15.21%

      70300 Leaves Contract 0.00  36,000.00  -36,000.00  0.00%

      70400 Blue Bins 0.00  5,000.00  -5,000.00  0.00%

      70500 Composting 9,152.91  30,000.00  -20,847.09  30.51%

      70600 Composting Bins 48.00  800.00  -752.00  6.00%

      70700 Yard Waste 3,717.00  3,716.87  15,450.00  -11,733.13  24.06%

   Total 70000 Sanitation $    34,840.69  $        44,041.82  $      219,250.00  -$         175,208.18  20.09%

   71000 Recreation Exp 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      71100 Pool 34.00  0.00  34.00  

         71101 Maintenance 94.99  1,751.17  15,000.00  -13,248.83  11.67%

         71104 Management Fees 31,100.50  130,000.00  -98,899.50  23.92%



         71105 Management Miscl. Fees 1,192.50  3,500.00  -2,307.50  34.07%

         71107 Coaches Fee 32,580.90  20,000.00  12,580.90  162.90%

         71108 Aerobics Class 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

         71109 MCSL Fee 227.94  500.00  -272.06  45.59%

         71110 Utilities 0.00  0.00  0.00  

            71110-1 WSSC 0.00  0.00  0.00  

               71110-a Water 246.49  1,380.87  9,000.00  -7,619.13  15.34%

               71110-b Sewer 1,674.75  8,000.00  -6,325.25  20.93%

            Total 71110-1 WSSC $         246.49  $          3,055.62  $        17,000.00  -$           13,944.38  17.97%

            71110-2 Electric 1,720.03  4,663.90  9,800.00  -5,136.10  47.59%

            71110-3 Gas 585.42  914.42  3,000.00  -2,085.58  30.48%

            71110-4 Phone 0.00  0.00  0.00  

               71110-c Reg. Phone 0.00  800.00  -800.00  0.00%

               71110-d Fios 158.76  818.84  1,600.00  -781.16  51.18%

            Total 71110-4 Phone $         158.76  $             818.84  $          2,400.00  -$             1,581.16  34.12%

         Total 71110 Utilities $      2,710.70  $          9,452.78  $        32,200.00  -$           22,747.22  29.36%

         71111 Plumber 0.00  4,000.00  -4,000.00  0.00%

         71112 Software 198.00  297.00  800.00  -503.00  37.13%

         71116 Security Monitoring 5,623.68  6,500.00  -876.32  86.52%

         71117 Cleaning Contract 2,970.00  6,270.00  7,000.00  -730.00  89.57%

         71119 Early Bird Swim 288.32  1,393.32  1,750.00  -356.68  79.62%

         71120 Pest Inspection 387.00  825.00  1,500.00  -675.00  55.00%

      Total 71100 Pool $      6,649.01  $        90,748.79  $      224,750.00  -$         134,001.21  40.38%

      71200 Batting Cage 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         71203 Supplies 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

      Total 71200 Batting Cage $            0.00  $                 0.00  $          2,000.00  -$             2,000.00  0.00%

      71300 Tennis Courts 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         71302 Supplies 0.00  500.00  -500.00  0.00%

         71303 Maintenance 0.00  250.00  -250.00  0.00%

      Total 71300 Tennis Courts $            0.00  $                 0.00  $             750.00  -$                750.00  0.00%

   Total 71000 Recreation Exp $      6,649.01  $        90,748.79  $      227,500.00  -$         136,751.21  39.89%

   72000 Bank Service Charge 33.50  180.02  650.00  -469.98  27.70%

   73000 Debt Services 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      73100 SunTrust Poolhouse  Bond 102,174.00  118,860.00  -16,686.00  85.96%

   Total 73000 Debt Services $            0.00  $      102,174.00  $      118,860.00  -$           16,686.00  85.96%

   74000 Miscl. Expenses 46.31  1,257.56  3,000.00  -1,742.44  41.92%

   75000 Environmental 0.00  32,000.00  -32,000.00  0.00%

   76000 Budget Contingency 0.00  50,000.00  -50,000.00  0.00%

   77000 Wynne Case 0.00  40,000.00  -40,000.00  0.00%

Total Expenses $    67,158.03  $      425,396.73  $   1,645,237.00  -$      1,219,840.27  25.86%



Capital Budget - October 2019

September 

Expenses

Year-to-Date 

Actual Annual Budget over Budget

% of 

Budget

Expenses

   67000 Town Hall/Garage 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      67100 Town Hall 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         67101 Equipment 5,280.00  3,000.00  2,280.00  176.00%

         67105 Renovation/Improvements 58,549.93  105,404.52  400,000.00  -294,595.48  26.35%

            67105-1 Project Manager 0.00  21,000.00  -21,000.00  0.00%

         Total 67105 Renovation/Improvements $      58,549.93  $      105,404.52  $      421,000.00  -$     315,595.48  25.04%

      Total 67100 Town Hall $      58,549.93  $      110,684.52  $      424,000.00  -$     313,315.48  26.10%

      67200 Garage 805.54  0.00  805.54  

         67205 Renovation/Improvements 0.00  3,000.00  -3,000.00  0.00%

      Total 67200 Garage $               0.00  $             805.54  $          3,000.00  -$         2,194.46  26.85%

      67300 Office 290.72  867.40  0.00  867.40  

   Total 67000 Town Hall/Garage $      58,840.65  $      112,357.46  $      427,000.00  -$     314,642.54  26.31%

   69000 Trees, G. & P 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      69200 Equipment 0.00  5,000.00  -5,000.00  0.00%

      69202 Trees 0.00  10,000.00  -10,000.00  0.00%

      69203 Landscaping/Stormwater 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         69203-1 Land./Storm. Project Manager 0.00  2,000.00  -2,000.00  0.00%

         69203-2 Landscaping/Stormwater 0.00  18,000.00  -18,000.00  0.00%

      Total 69203 Landscaping/Stormwater $               0.00  $                 0.00  $        20,000.00  -$       20,000.00  0.00%

      69204 Lighting 0.00  70,000.00  -70,000.00  0.00%

      69204-1 Lighting Consultant 0.00  15,000.00  -15,000.00  0.00%

   Total 69000 Trees, G. & P $               0.00  $                 0.00  $      120,000.00  -$     120,000.00  0.00%

   71000 Recreation Exp 0.00  0.00  0.00  

      71100 Pool 34.00  0.00  34.00  

         71102 Equipment 191.86  191.86  40,000.00  -39,808.14  0.48%

         71114 Pool Bridge 11,435.00  0.00  11,435.00  

      Total 71100 Pool $           191.86  $        11,660.86  $        40,000.00  -$       28,339.14  29.15%

      71300 Tennis Courts 0.00  0.00  0.00  

         71304 Water Fountain 0.00  2,500.00  -2,500.00  0.00%

      Total 71300 Tennis Courts $               0.00  $                 0.00  $          2,500.00  -$         2,500.00  0.00%

   Total 71000 Recreation Exp $           191.86  $        11,660.86  $        42,500.00  -$       30,839.14  27.44%

   75000 Environmental 0.00  32,000.00  -32,000.00  0.00%

   76000 Budget Contingency 0.00  50,000.00  -50,000.00  0.00%

Total Expenses $      59,032.51  $      124,018.32  $      671,500.00  -$     547,481.68  18.47%



Totals

September Year-to-Date Budget over Budget

% of 

Budget

Total Expenses $    125,899.82  $      549,364.49  $   2,239,351.00  -$      1,689,986.51  24.53%

Net Income -$     45,353.48  -$     399,327.12  -$     239,059.00  -$         160,268.12  167.04%



FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20

July 769.00$           1,442.00$       1,549.00$       3,771.75$           2,869.60$       3,848.71$           1,232.59$           3,997.55$  

Aug. 54,083.00$     -$                 -$                 -$                     -$                 -$                     -$                     -$            

Sept. -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                     -$                 -$                     -$                     -$            

Oct. 44,829.00$     38,499.00$     11,120.00$     2,197.89$           4,327.01$       2,470.23$           1,376.51$           

Nov. 382,051.00$   376,881.00$   278,943.07$   470,048.70$       378,844.60$   394,297.50$       556,098.86$       

Dec. -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                     -$                 -$                     -$                     

Jan. 42,586.00$     4,782.00$       25,250.19$     94,529.79$         32,514.84$     30,026.00$         6,262.02$           

Feb. 154,392.00$   175,606.00$   153,508.59$   176,534.88$       179,545.98$   194,978.27$       224,225.01$       

Mar. 18,498.00$     4,381.00$       2,746.55$       11,275.39$         10,906.97$     38,573.98$         15,012.60$         

Apr. -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                     -$                 -$                     -$                     

May 154,392.00$   175,606.00$   153,508.59$   192,599.30$       179,545.98$   194,978.27$       224,225.01$       

June 118,170.00$   129,875.00$   117,093.23$   147,550.70$       130,970.13$   154,051.08$       161,304.56$       

TOTAL 969,770.00$   907,072.00$   743,719.22$   1,098,508.40$   919,525.11$   1,013,224.04$   1,189,737.16$   3,997.55$  



FISCAL WRITE-UP 
October 7, 2019 

 
 
This fiscal year we’ve spent $104,725.52 to-date on the Town Hall Renovation project. We have 
$226,437.96 left on D&D contract. 
 
On the Council agenda this month, the Council will consider $24,720 site utility work, $2,434 for the 
WSSC connection fee, and up to $2,750 for the on-site connection fee to WSSC. 
 
We’ve budgeted $400,000 this FY, so we currently have  
 
 $400, 000.00 
-$104, 725.52 
__________ 
 $295, 274.48 remaining in budget 
 
 $295, 274.48 remaining 
-$226, 437.96 D&D remaining 
_________ 
  $  68, 836.52 remaining after D&D payments 
 
 $68, 836.52 
-$24, 720.00 site utility work 
-$  2, 434.00 WSSC connection fee 
-$  2, 750.00 WSSC on-site fee 
_________ 
 $38, 932.52 
 
 
That $38, 932.52 would need to cover all additional costs. If it does/would not, we may need to do a 
budget amendment. For example, we still have estimated costs of ~$15,000 in furniture, ~$15,000 for 
lighting, and carpeting (cost TBD, but rough estimate of around $4,000), all of which comes to ~$34,000. 
We may want to have a discussion about how to handle the $56,600 in bonds as well, which are not 
accounted for in this calculation because (ostensibly at least…) we will get that money returned to us – 
however, that cost runs us over our budgeted amount. 
 
We also have been charging the Extra Space Storage facility monthly fee towards the Town Hall 
Renovation budget line – that is $679 per month. That cost alone over the next 5 months (Oct. – Feb.) is 
$3, 395.00. 
 
As Lou mentioned, the costs do not count Balodemas invoices, which have their own line in our budget – 
we have only budgeted $21,000 for FY2020, which I anticipate being lower than what we will owe by a 
couple thousand based on previous invoices (invoices have come in the $5,000 - $7,000 range monthly, 
which means we will probably owe in the neighborhood of $50,000 for July through February); so we 
may need a budget amendment on that as well. 



PERMITS REVIEWED BY DOUG DATE OF REPORT 10/07/2019
ADDRESS STREET NAME APPLICANT PHONE NO. EMAIL DESCRIPTION OF WORK CONTRACTOR PHONE PERMIT EXP. DOUG'S COMMENTS

4715 Cumberland Ave. Josh & Ann Bolten 202-972-3255
josh@jbolten,com 

annkelly411@gmail.com Altering covered porch to sunroom
Barnes Vanze 

Architects 202-337-7255 8/22/2020

5800 Deal Pl. 5800 Deal Pl, LLC 202-812-9278 designbuilddc@gmail.com
Add front & rear decks. Build addition 
adding 2nd & 3rd floors. Bianca Peters 202-812-9278 12/3/2019

Six-month permit extension expires 
Tuesday, December 3. Applicant will 
need another extension if work is not 
completed by then.

4709 Dorset Ave. Sandy Spring Builders 301-841-2516 jlanum@sandyspringbuilders.com 
Rear Addition, Garage, Pool, Deck, 
Apron & A/C

Russell 
McCampbell 301-252-0470 10/9/2019

4823 Dorset Ave. Stuart & Stoliaroff 301-654-2989 drsharon@aol.com

Demo exsisting garage and shed. 
Build new shed and screened porch. 
Replace exisiting walls and fence. Bernie Mihm

301-370-0471 
bernie@fineearth.com 4/16/2020

4710 Essex Ave. Atsuko Horiguchi 202 378 7317 atsukohoriguchi@gmail.com Demo and New House

Potomac Valley 
Builders, Jeff 

Hanes 301-651-8115 12/16/2019

4909 Falstone Ave. Javid Farazad 240.286.1113 javid.farazad@gmail.com Demo and New House AAI Constuction 240.286.1113 12/10/2019

5813 Surrey St.
Dan & Aveva 

Rosenthal 301-927-2272 dkrosenthal@gmail.com Wall permit Landis
202-489-1599 202-271-

4464 2/14/2020
Wall permit and driveway approved in 
August.

5526 Uppingham St.
David & Nancy 

Batson 202-494-8702 david_batson@verizon.net
Enlarge front porch and install front 
walk

J&S Contractors 
LLC 888-658-7333 9/3/2020



October 2, 2019

TOWN HALL RENOVATION - COST SUMMARY

Council App’d
Funding

Current as of
9/26/2019

Remarks

Construction contract $310,970.00 $310,970.00

Performance & Payment Bond $9,428.00 $9,428.00

Surface-mtd light fixtures (allowance) $16,300.00 -- Add included in
CO#14 below

Electric work in Meeting Rm 1 Included -- Credit included in
CO#14 below

Carpet ($40/SY allowance) Included TBD Adjustment pending
selection

Windows - Final quote over base bid $2,450.00 $2,436.50 CO#1 (+0 days)

Fire sprinkler & alarm systems $47,685.00 $76,737.81 CO#11 (+10 days)

Fire-rated door & glass @ Meeting Rm 1 $15,000.00 $4,911.04 CO#10 (+1 day)

Remainder building code upgrades $7,200.00 $13,627.48 CO#13 (+2 days)

Bonding for additional work (3%) $2,660.00 $967.96 CO#4 (+0 days)
Covers CO#’s 1-3

A/E Fees/Expenses to date $49,530.93 $92,280.87 Thru 7/31

A/E Fees/Expenses to finish $15,000.00 TBD

County permit filing fee paid by Town $3,264.00 $3,264.00

County permit balance paid by Town $4,000.00 $3,362.00

Other costs Cabling $5,000.00 $2,575.00 Splaine 6/7/19
proposal

Furniture $15,000.00 $15,000.00 Reviewing/
negotiating

Signs $5,000.00 $1,465.00 SMI 8/12/19
proposal

Total 12/19/2018
Council Approval

Subtotal $508,487.93 $537,025.66

Rounded $510,000.00 --

Contingency
(10%)

$51,000.00 --

7/2/2019 Council funding increase $28,000.00 --

8/5/2019 Council funding increase $13,000.00 --

9/3/2019 Council funding increase $12,000.00 --

Replace subfloor at 2nd floor -- $5,230.00 CO#2 (+7 days)

Sister existing 2nd floor joists (optional) -- $4,520.00

Fireblocking at 2nd floor perimeter -- $925.00

Rot repair -- $1,545.00

Structural repairs incl. chimney bracing -- $12,615.00

Replace “barnwood” framing -- $425.00



Extra ceiling demo -- $1,665.00

Plumbing fixtures over allowance -- $2,903.75 CO#3 (+0 days)

Upgrade roof shingles -- $1,077.38 CO#5 (+0 days)

Relocate water heater for sprinkler valve -- $2,533.80 CO#6 (+1 day)

Crawlspace framing repairs -- $8,773.54 CO#7 (+5 days)

Hardwood in lieu of carpet at lower stair -- $1,626.76 CO#8 (+0.5 day)

Add floor hatch to crawlspace -- $5,402.00 CO#9 (+1 day)

Add insulation at crawlspace; substitute
open-cell insulation at second floor walls
for closed-cell

-- $2,334.19 CO#12 (+0.5 day)

Add surface-mtd light fixtures; delete
electric work in Meeting Rm 1; add heat
in crawlspace; delete lighting controls

-- $6,508.83 CO#14 (+0 days)

Delete pantry cabinets -- ($5,750.00) CO#15 (-0.5 day)

Exterior trim repairs vs. allowance -- ($850.00) CO#16

Structural repair of roof over large
meeting room

-- $40,994.00 CO #17 
(+21 days)

Surveying & civil engineering for new
water service

-- $12,000.00 (+14 days)

WSSC Abandonment Fee -- $2,434.00

WSSC New Service Connection Fee -- $2,434.00

WSSC On-Site Plumbing Permit Fee -- $2,000.00 Estimated

WSSC Performance Bond 
($9,000 Abandonment + $19,300 New
Service Connection)

-- -- $28,300 outlay,
refunded two weeks
after final WSSC
inspection approval

WSSC Payment Bond 
($9,000 Abandonment + $19,300 New
Service Connection)

-- -- $28,300 outlay,
refunded two weeks
after final WSSC
inspection approval

Site utility work (Deneau) -- $24,720.00 (+7 days)

New lighting design and ceiling fans for
Meeting Rm 1

-- $15,000.00 Estimated
(concurrent)

Total $614,000.00 $688,092.91

Net funding shortfall ($74,092.91)

Project duration 180 days 180 days Per contract

+69.5 days Total from changes
above

+14 days Hold for Council
approval of roof
repair

+45 days Sprinkler install

+60 days Insulate, drywall,
fixtures, trim,
finishes &
inspections

+14 days Hold for Council
approval of WSSC
fees



Concurrent WSSC approvals

 382.5 days Total estimated 

Completion date from 2/4/2019 building
permit approval
(9/7/2018 contract date)

8/3/2019 2/21/2020

Construction Contract Summary
(as of D&D Application #3, for work through 8/23/2019)

Original construction contract $310,970.00

Net approved change orders to date $191,160.04

Contract sum to date $502,130.04

Total approved payments to date ($275,692.08)

Balance to finish including retainage $226,437.96
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Approved - Non-Residential Fees & Charges Effective July 1, 2019
Permit Services Unit • Lobby Level • 14501 Sweitzer Lane • Laurel, Maryland 20707

301-206-4003 (Out-of-Area 1-800-828-6439) -- Fax 301-206-8624 – OneStopShop@wsscwater.com
Inspection Scheduling Numbers:

301-206-8383 -- Automated System for scheduling Long Form Permits ONLY (scheduled by plumbers & gasfitters ONLY);
301-206-4004 – For scheduling Short Form Permits ONLY (scheduled by plumber, gasfitter, or customer)

NON-RESIDENTIAL SERVICE CONNECTIONS

Application & Inspection Fee for Applicant Installed Service Connections

One Water and/or Sewer Connection per Permit .….$ 2,434.00

PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT SECURITY AMOUNTS**
APPLICANT INSTALLED

-- WATER --

IMPROVED AREA UNIMPROVED AREA

INSIDE METER OUTSIDE METER INSIDE METER OUTSIDE METER

Standard Service Connection in the Public Right-of-Way
1 inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,750.00 $9,000.00 $ 2,250.00 $5,200.00
1½ inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       7,750.00 9,000.00 2,250.00 5,200.00
2 inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       8,250.00 19,300.00 3,250.00 13,100.00
4 inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     15,200.00 26,700.00 4,500.00 18,500.00
6 inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     19,100.00 31,300.00 5,800.00 19,400.00
8 inch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     20,300.00 36,600.00 6,600.00 24,000.00
10 inch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      21,400.00 41,200.00 7,300.00 26,500.00
Larger Connections @ Estimated Cost

-- SEWER --

Standard Service Connection in the Public Right-of- Way
1¼ & 1½ inch Pressure Sewer. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 14,500.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . $3,500.00
4 & 6 inch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,500.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500.00
8 inch into existing Manhole. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 13,500.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00
8 inch with new Manhole . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,500.00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,300.00
Larger Connections @ Estimated Cost

All Performance and Payment and Security amounts are estimated minimum costs only. These amounts are subject to increase based on the 
specific circumstances of the service connection proposed and the WSSC main being connected to. 

CALCULATING PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT SECURITY DEPOSITS

SAMPLE PROJECT

CONNECTION SIZE SECURITY FOR SECURITY FOR
TO BE INSTALLED PERFORMANCE PAYMENT

6” WHC (Outside Meter/Improved Area) $31,300.00 $31,300.00
8” SHC (New Manhole/Improved Area) $23,500.00 $23,500.00

ABANDONMENT
4” WHC (Inside Meter/Improved Area) $15,200.00 $15,200.00

TOTAL PERFORMANCE SECURITY DEPOSIT DUE: $70,000.00

TOTAL PAYMENT SECURITY DEPOSIT DUE: $70,000.00

NOTE: One Performance Security Deposit for $70,000. A separate Payment Security Deposit for $70,000.

John
Highlight
….$ 2,434.00

John
Highlight
Service Connections

John
Highlight
$9,000.00

John
Highlight
19,300.00

John
Callout
NEW SERVICE CONNECTION FEE AMOUNT

John
Callout
ABANDONMENT BOND AMOUNT

John
Callout
NEW SERVICE CONNECTION BOND AMOUNT
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NON-RESIDENTIAL GENERAL PERMIT & SERVICE FEES

-- NON-RESIDENTIAL REVIEW/INSPECTION FEES --

Water/Well Hook-up. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $214.00

Sub-meter Hook-up. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $57.00

Meter Yoke Inspection

(Required for meter type codes MO, MR, DC, HB, SM, IM for meter installation only). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $214.00

Sewer / Septic Hook-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $214.00

First Plumbing Fixture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $214.00

Each Additional Fixture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55.00

SDC Fixture Credit Fixture Inspection (per fixture) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44.00

Minimum Non-Refundable Long Form Permit Charge (Inspection Fees). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $306.00

Pre-paid Short Form Permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $103.00

-- OTHER	NON-RESIDENTIAL	CHARGES	--

Long Form Permit Refund Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $320.00

Long Form Permit Re­Issue Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $320.00

System Development Charges (SDC) per combined (water supply & drainage) fixture unit value . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . $203.00

(See current WSSC Resolution for additional important SDC information)

Meter Installation Charge (1­inch & smaller)

(Required for meter type codes MO, MR, DC, HB, SM for meter installation only). . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $211.00

Sub­meter Installation Charge (1­inch & smaller) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $261.00

Sub­meter Installation Charge (1½­inch & larger). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $528.00

Long Form Permit Transfer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $176.00

Re­processing Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65.00

Dishonored Check Fee & Electronic Payment Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46.00

Connection Abandonment Application & Inspection Fee

(One Water and/or Sewer Connection per permit – Applicant Installed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,434.00

Cross Connection Test Report Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38.00

Copies of Plans, Plats, or 200’ Sheets (per sheet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00

-- AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS --

General Conditions and Standard Specifications – 2013. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $53.00

SEP General Conditions and Standard Specifications – 2013. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. $53.00

Standard Details for Construction - 2005. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. $60.00

Pipeline Design Manual - 2008. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . … $90.00

WSSC Plumbing and Fuel Gas Code - 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42.00

-- WSSC FRONT FOOT BENEFIT CHARGES --

In the year following completion of water and/or sewer main construction by WSSC, property is assessed a WSSC FRONT FOOT BENEFIT CHARGE (FFBC), as 
required by law, to repay funds borrowed to finance construction.  WSSC’s FFBC appears on the property tax bill for a pre-determined number of years, depending on 
bond issue (presently 30 years), but may be paid off in full at any time.  WSSC’s FFBC is determined by multiplying the property’s assessable footage by the rate per 
foot for the appropriate classification -- rates change yearly.  Irregularly shaped lots are assessed using average footage of neighboring properties.  In areas 
designated by County Governments as Service Area 5 or 6, WSSC places the assessment in hiatus (suspends) until such time as County policy will allow service.  In 
Service Areas 1 through 4, existing houses with satisfactory well and/or septic systems will be granted an exemption from the assessment until the property owner 
requests service from a WSSC-built water main or sewer line.  Upon connecting (hook-up) to the WSSC-built water and/or sewer mains, any and all property not 
previously assessed becomes immediately subject to FFBC.



TOWN OF SOMERSET 

BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

 

 

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS                                                       DATE 

4917 Essex Ave.                                                                                  September 13, 2019 
 

 

OWNER’S NAME/S BUILDER/ARCHITECT NAME 

Lance Wade Sandy Spring Builders 

Meredith Brand Wade  
 

OWNER’S PHONE NUMBER BUILDER/ARCHITECT’S PHONE NUMBER 

202 434 5755 cell  301 841 2516 

  

OWNER’S E-MAIL ADDRESS BUILDER/ARCHITECT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

lwade@wc.com jlanum@sandyspringbuilders.com 

mbrandwade@yahoo.com  
 

 

AREA OF LOT: (SQ. FT):   13, 388 SF 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Demo ex. house, const. new house and new driveway apron. 
 

MAIN BUILDING 
 

 

 

EBL SETBACK: 41.3 feet FRONT PROPERTY LINE 

SETBACK: 

41.6 feet 

LEFT SIDE YARD SETBACK: 8.7 feet RIGHT SIDE YARD SETBACK 10.4 feet 

REAR YARD SETBACK: 41.7 feet BUILDING HEIGHT:    mean 29.79 feet 
 

HISTORIC SITE (Y OR N) No HISTORIC APPROVAL DATE n/a 

DEMO PERMIT: Y PARKIING PLAN REQUIRED: N PORTA POTTY: Y 

SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN: Y SWM PLAN: Y TREE REMOVAL: Y 

FENCE: Y WALLS: N HVAC: Y 2 

CURB CUT: Y GENERATOR: N DUMPSTER: Y 
 

 

ACCESSORY BUILDING DETACHED GARAGE N/A 

LEFT SIDE YARD SETBACK  RIGHT SIDE SETBACK:  

REAR YARD SETBACK:  BUILDING HEIGHT:  
 

BUILDING COVERAGE 

MAX. ALLOWED: 3027.03 SF = 22.61% PROPOSED: 2991.7 = 22.34% 
 

COMMENTS: I recommend the Council approve the demo and building permit, including 

the new driveway apron. I recommend the applicant provide a height survey in addition to 

the wall check survey. The applicant should minimize the volume of runoff draining towards 

the adjacent houses and lots. 
 

 

















7826 Spout Spring Rd., Frederick, MD 21702, tfeather@xecu.net, 240 271 6749, Fax (301) 662-9315 
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Feather & Assoc. 

                Tolbert V. Feather, Ph.D. 
      Advisors for: Landscape Development 
 Landscape Management, Plant Pest Management 
 
                October 2, 2019 
Tree Protection Plan 
Town of Somerset 
 
4917 Essex Avenue 
 
Attached is a map of the tree protection plan for the residence at 4917 Essex Avenue. 
On the condition that Owner complies with the tree protection plan, The Town of Somerset may issue the 
permit. 
 
Tree protection shall include: 
 

1. Tree protection fencing shall be installed in the locations shown on the plan.  Tree protection fencing 
shall delineate the tree protection zones.  Tree protection fencing shall be 4’ tall, continuous, easily 
visible and supported with 4”x4” hardwood stakes or steel poles. 
 

2. The Owner/Contractor shall inform all workers on site that the tree protection zones shall not be entered.  
Neither materials nor equipment shall be stored within the tree protection zones. No grading shall be 
done within the tree protection zones.  The grading outside of the tree protection zones shall not be 
changed to divert and collect water within tree protection zones. 

 
3. Silt fencing shall follow tree protection fencing. 

 
4. As noted,  the rear shed shall be removed by hand and tree protection fencing installed as shown.  As 

noted, utilities shall be bored or dug by hand preserving any live roots 2” or more in diameter. 
 

5. The Town of Somerset office shall be notified it there is any change in the construction plans that would 
impact the protected trees. 

 
6. The Owner/General Contactor shall contact the Town of Somerset office before pruning any of the 

protected trees to allow for clearance. 
 

7. If excavation (outside of the tree protection zone) exposes roots on protected trees, the damaged roots 
shall be cleanly cut before backfilling the excavation. 

 
8. The Owner/Contractor shall maintain the fencing until the construction is completed.  The fencing may 

be removed for preparation and installation of new landscaping.  



Town of Somerset
Tree Removal
4917 Essex Avenue

Feather and Associates
October 2, 2019
Scale 1" = 30'
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Feather & Assoc. 

                Tolbert V. Feather, Ph.D. 
      Advisors for: Landscape Development 
 Landscape Management, Plant Pest Management 
 
Town of Somerset                                                                                                                   October 2, 2019 
4510 Cumberland Ave. 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
 
Tree Removal Permit – 4917 Essex Avenue 
 
I looked at the tree on Wednesday,  October 2, 2019 
The trees are listed by item numbers on the attached map. 
 
1.   Magnolia 9” dbh Remove – in the footprint of the driveway 
2.    Tulip Poplar 27” dbh to be preserved 
3.    Tulip Poplar 35” dbh to be preserved 
4.    Holly 8” dbh Remove – in the footprint of the driveway 
5.    Hemlock 5” dbh Remove – in poor condition and near driveway 
6.    Hemlock 9” dbh Remove – in poor condition and near driveway 
7.    Hemlock 9” dbh Remove – in poor condition and near driveway 
8.    Hemlock 15” dbh Remove – in poor condition and near new foundation 
9.    Leyland Cypress 11” dbh Remove - in poor condition and near new foundation 
10.  Leyland Cypress 7” dbh Remove – in poor condition and near new foundation 
11.  Tulip Poplar 15” dbh Remove – hazardous leaning towards house. 
12.  Tulip Poplar 40” at base Remove – twin trunk hazard of splitting at base. In footprint of porch 
13.  Tulip Poplar 17” dbh Remove – twin trunk with crack hazard of splitting at base In footprint of porch 
14.  Tulip Poplar 27” dbh Remove – healthy too near water retention tank (also in footprint proposed pool) 
15.  Tulip Poplar 22’ dbh Remove – healthy too near water retention tank (also in footprint of proposed pool) 
16.  Hemlock 7’ dbh – remove dead (no reforestation needed) 
 
dbh – diameter at 4.5’ above ground level 
Photos attached. 
. 
 
Reforestation Plan – 7 evergreen such as pine or holly.   5 canopy tree such as red oak, white oak, willow oak, 
sugar maple, red maple, black gum.  1 ornamental trees such as redbud, dogwood, serviceberry. 
 
Bond requirements: 
13 trees x $500.00 = $6,500.00 
 
 

 
Tolbert V. Feather 
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Feather and Associates
October 2, 2019
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Feather & Assoc. 

                Tolbert V. Feather, Ph.D. 
      Advisors for: Landscape Development 
 Landscape Management, Plant Pest Management 
 
Town of Somerset                                                                                                                         October 2, 2019 
4510 Cumberland Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
 
RE: Public Tree Removal 4910 Essex Avenue Tree # 344 
 
Pin oak 34” diameter at 4.5’ above ground level.   
Tree is in poor condition and will not revive.  Large dead limbs make the tree hazardous. 
 
I recommend removal. 
 

                
Tolbert V. Feather 
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Feather & Assoc. 

                Tolbert V. Feather, Ph.D. 
      Advisors for: Landscape Development 
 Landscape Management, Plant Pest Management 
 
Town of Somerset                                                                                                                   October 2, 2019 
4510 Cumberland Ave. 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
 
Tree Removal Permit – 4823 Dorset Avenue 
 
I looked at the tree on Wednesday,  October 2, 2019 
The trees requested for removal are: 
 
Ash 6” dbh - dead 
Ash 12” dbh - dead 
Ash 28” dbh – 90% dead 
White Pine 8” dbh – in decline will not revive 
dbh – diameter at 4.5’ above ground level 
Photos attached. 
 
I recommend removal of all 4 trees. 
 
Reforestation Plan – 1 evergreen such as pine or holly.  1 canopy tree such as red oak, white oak, willow oak, 
sugar maple, red maple, black gum.  2 ornamental trees such as redbud, dogwood, serviceberry. 
 
Bond requirements: 
4 trees x $500.00 = $2,000.00 
 
 

 
Tolbert V. Feather 
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Chapter 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

ARTICLE I 

Adoption of Code  

[An ordinance to adopt the 2018 Code of the Town of Somerset is currently before the Town 

Council. Upon adoption, the ordinance will be included as Article I of this chapter.]  

§ 1-1. through § 1-15. (Reserved)  

ARTICLE II 

Definitions; Rules of Interpretation  

§ 1-16. Definitions.  

In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances, the following definitions and rules shall be ob-

served, unless such definitions and rules would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Town 

Council.:  

CHARTER — The Charter of the Town of Somerset.  

COMPUTATION OF TIME — The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by ex-

cluding the first day and including the last day; and if the last day beis Sunday or a legal holiday, that day 

shall be excluded.  

COUNTY — Montgomery County, Maryland.  

EMPLOYEE — All salaried employees of the Town of Somerset other than public officials.  

GENDER — Words importing masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter.  

JOINT AUTHORITY — All words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall be 

construed as giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers.  

KEEPER AND PROPRIETOR — Includes persons, firms, associations, corporations, clubs and copart-

nerships, whether acting by themselves or through a servant, agent or employee.  

MONTH — A calendar month.  

NUMBER — Words used in the singular include the plural number; and the plural includes the singular 

number.  

OATH — Shall be construed to include an affirmation or declaration in all cases in which, by law, an 

affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be 

equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."  

OWNER — AppliedAs applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant 

in common, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the whole or a part of such building or land.  

PERSON — Includes a corporation, company, partnership, association or society as well as a natural person.persons, firms, partnerships, corporations, estates, trusts, associations, and gov-

ernment institutions or agencies.  
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PROPERTY — Includes real and personal property.  

PUBLIC OFFICIAL — The Mayor, members of the Town Council, and any and all other persons ap-

pointed to their position by the Mayor with the approval of the Town Council, whether or not compen-

sated.  

SIDEWALK — A path or way, paved or unpaved, whether publicly or privately owned, intended for 

public use by pedestrians.  

SIGNATURE OR SUBSCRIPTION — Includes a mark when the person cannot write, his name being 

written near it and witnessed by a person who writes his own name as witness.  

STATE — The State of Maryland.  

STREET — Includes any public ways, roads, highways, and avenues within the Town.  

TENANT; OCCUPANT — AppliedAs applied to a building or land, shall include any person who oc-

cupies the whole or a part of such building or land, whether alone or with others.  

TIME — Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present.  

TOWN — The Town of Somerset, in the County of Montgomery and State of Maryland, except as oth-

erwise provided.  

TOWN ATTORNEY — The attorney retained by the Town to serve as the Town's chief legal advisor. 

The Mayor shall appoint the Town Attorney with the approval of the Town Council.  

TOWN PARK — The property owned by the Town and designated as a Town park under this Code.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 1, Art. I, § 1-106, of the 1989 Code); at time of adop-

tion of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

 

ARTICLE III 

Violations and Penalties1  

§ 1-17. Classes of misdemeanor violations.  

Violations of Town laws identified in this Code as Class A, B or C misdemeanors are criminal offenses, 

and upon conviction thereof before a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punishable by fine or im-

prisonment, or both, as follows:  

A. Class A misdemeanors. Class A misdemeanors shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $100 

nor more than $1,000, or imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprison-

ment.  

B. Class B misdemeanors. Class B misdemeanors shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding $500, or 

imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, or both such fine and imprisonment.  

C. Class C misdemeanors. Class C misdemeanors shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding $100.  

                                                   

1. Editor's Note: The following sections of the 1989 Code, which were formerly included in this article, were repealed at time of adop-

tion of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I): § 1-203, Municipal Infractions - Default Penalty; § 1-204, Penalties for Repeat Of-

fenses; § 1-205, Issuance of Citation; § 1-206, Payment of Fine; § 1-207, No Formal Hearing by Town; § 1-208, Choice to Contest Citation 

in Court; § 1-209, Failure to Pay Fine; § 1-210, Prosecution of Municipal Infraction Cases; § 1-211, Court Proceedings and Rights of 

Defendants; § 1-212, Abatement of Violations; and § 1-213, Issuance of Warning Letters.  
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D. Each day a separate offense. Each and every day that a violation continues shall constitute a sepa-

rate offense.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 1, § 1-201, of the 1989 Code)]  

§ 1-18. Municipal infractions. 

A. A municipal infraction is any violation of any Town ordinance, resolution, rule or regulation (here-

inafter referred to collectively as "ordinance") now in effect, or any violation of any ordinance or 

code of ordinances hereafter enacted by the Town Council, which violation:  

B. Each and every day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate infraction. A municipal 

infraction is a civil offense. Neither conviction of a municipal infraction by the district court nor 

payment of a fine to the Town is a criminal conviction for any purpose, nor does it impose any of 

the civil disabilities imposed by a criminal conviction. Unless otherwise specified, violation of any 

provision or requirements of this Code shall constitute a municipal infraction. Upon citation for a 

municipal infraction for which a penalty is not assigned elsewhere, the violator, any person, includ-

ing an owner of property, any authorized or unauthorized agent, any contractor for such owner, and 

any person performing work on or about the owner's property, who violates a provision of the 

Code, and any property owner who allows a violation of any provision of the Code on his or her 

property, shall be subject to a fine of $100 for a first violation and $200 for a second violation of 

the same provision of this Code within a twelve-month period.  

[Ord. No. 2-87, effective 9-30-1987; amended Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 1, Art. II, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 1-19. Municipal infractions — default penalty.  

C. Each violation shall constitute a separate infraction. Each day that a violation exists shall constitute 

a separate violation.  

D. Upon conviction for a misdemeanor, the violator shall be fined or imprisoned or be both fined and 

imprisoned as specified in the particular provision or article violated. Each day such violation is 

committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as 

such hereunder.  

E. Notwithstanding the above and the declaration of any violation of this Code to be a misdemeanor, 

the Town may prosecute any violation of any provision of the Code as a municipal infraction, in the 

Town's discretion, and, except as otherwise specified in the Code, such violations shall be punisha-

ble by a fine not to exceed $100 for a first violation and $200 for a second violation of the same 

provision within a twelve-month period.  

F. In addition to any other fine, penalty or remedy, the Town may seek, in a court of competent juris-

diction, to enjoin any violation of any section of this Code of Ordinances and may recover from any 

violator the costs of such action, including reasonable attorney's fees.  

G. In addition to any other fine, penalty, or remedy, any person or persons violating or failing to com-

ply with any provision of the Code, in whole or in part, shall take such action as may be necessary 

to remedy a condition which violates the provisions, and if such remedy is not completed within 10 

days from the date of notification of violation, or such other period as the Council or Code may 

specify, the Council may by contract or otherwise remove the violation and the cost thereof shall be 

paid immediately by such person or persons upon request of the Council. The Town may collect the 

cost:  

(1) As a lien against the land on the property tax bill;  
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(2) In an action at law; or  

(3) In any other way legally available for collection of debts owed to the Town.  
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Chapter 5 

ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

ARTICLE I 

Town Personnel 2  

§ 5-1. Appointment of personnel.  

The Town may employ, upon appointment by the Mayor and with approval of the Town Council where 

required by the Town Charter, personnel necessary to provide services to the residents of the Town.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 5-2. Clerk-Treasurer.  

There shall be created the Office of Clerk-Treasurer for the Town. The Clerk-Treasurer shall be ap-

pointed by the Mayor, with the approval of the Council. The Clerk-Treasurer shall carry out the duties set 

forth in the Charter.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-3. Town Manager. 3  

The Mayor may hire a Town Manager who 

The Clerk-Treasurer shall:  

A. Attend all meetings of the Council.  

B. Record all proceedings of such meetings.  

C. Maintain the official books and records of the Town, including the Town Journal, minutes of the 

Town meetings, the Town Charter and Code, ordinances, resolutions, as well as other documents 

such as Town histories.  

D. Collect and have custody of monies due the Town.  

E. Write checks on Town funds and serve as an authorized signatory of Town checks.  

F. Prepare financial reports as directed by the Mayor and Council.  

G. Serve as Town purchasing and contracting officer. Under the direct supervision of the Mayor, the 

Clerk-Treasurer is authorized to make purchases or contracts involving not more than $2,500 with-

out prior approval of the Council. In case of emergency, the Clerk-Treasurer, with the approval of 

the Mayor, may authorize expenditures over $2,500, but not to exceed $5,000, provided such ex-

penditures are reported to the Town Council at its next meeting.  

                                                   

2. Editor's Note: See also Charter Art. VII, Personnel. The following sections of the 1989 Code, which were formerly included in this 

article, were repealed at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I): § 2-103, Disbursements; § 2-105, Town Attor-

ney; § 2-106, Additional Personnel. 

3. Editor's Note: See also Charter Sec. 83-61, Town manager.  
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HA. Prepare permits and licenses issued by the Town, all of which shall be signed by the Mayor and 

countersigned by the Clerk-Treasurer.  

I. Make the records of the Town available to the public for inspection and copying as provided by 

law.  

KC. Process applications for short-term use of the Town Hall.  

LD. Supervise maintenance of the Town Hall and grounds.  

ME. Supervise the Town maintenance force.  

N. Perform secretarial work for the Mayor and Council.  

[Res. No. R-5-80, eff. 6-2-1980; amended by Ord. No. 3-88, effective 4-17-1988; Res. No. R-8-98, eff. 

7-7-1998; Ord. No. 14-06, eff. 1-10-2007; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-102, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-3. Disbursements.  

All checks, drafts, notes or orders drawn against the accounts of the Town must be signed by any two of 

the following: the Mayor, the Vice President of the Council, one designated Councilmember, and the 

Clerk-Treasurer. Their signatures shall be duly certified to the appropriate depositories. No checks, drafts, 

notes, or orders drawn against said depositories shall be valid unless signed in this manner.  

The Mayor of the Town shallmay be paid a salary in an amount set by ordinance. of $15,000 per annum 

commencing with the term of office beginning in 1992.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 1-92, eff. 4-1-1992; Ord. No. 1-98, eff. 4-7-

1998; Ord. No. 2-02, eff. 4-1-2002; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-104, of the 1989 Code)] 

B. Utilization. In order to get the most efficient and cost-effective advice and representation, contact 

with the Town Attorney shall be limited to the Mayor unless the Mayor authorizes contact by 

Councilmembers, Clerk-Treasurers or others for specific purposes.  

The Clerk-Treasurer willmay maintain a Personnel Policies Manual for the Town employees which will 

outline at a minimum the Town policies regarding salaries, benefits, job descriptions and performance 

evaluations, and discrimination and bigotry.. Changes to the manual will be approved by the Town Coun-

cil.  

[Res. No. 1-97, eff. 1-7-1997; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-107, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE II 

Defense and Indemnification of Public Officials and Employees  

§ 5-86. Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

ACTUAL MALICE — Ill will or improper motivation, and has the same meaning as in the Maryland 

Local Government Tort Claims Act (Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland, § 5-301 et seq.).  
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EMPLOYEE — Any person who was employed by the Town at the time of the act or omission giving 

rise to potential liability against that person. Only to the extent required by the Local Government Tort 

Claims Act or other relevant state law, "employee" includes a volunteer who was providing services or 

performing duties at the request of a Town official, and under the control and direction of the official.  

PUBLIC OFFICIAL — The Mayor, Town Council members, the Clerk-Treasurer, the Assistant Clerk-

Treasurer, and chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of Town Committees established by this Code.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

A. Duty to defend. Subject to the provisions of Subsection C of this section, the Town Attorney, when 

requested in writing by any public official or employee, shall appear and defend any civil action or 

special proceeding instituted in the courts of any state or of the United States against any public of-

ficial or employee by reason of any act arising within the scope of his employment or authority, or 

by reason of any act taken in the reasonable belief that such action was within the scope of his em-

ployment or authority. The defense may be rendered by the Town Attorney or by special counsel 

retained by the Town Attorney. The defense of the case shall include the right to assert counter-

claims and to engage in third-party practice on behalf of the official or employee.  

B. Exceptions. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection aSubsection A hereof, the Town Attorney 

may decline to represent a public official or employee who retains private counsel, and shall not 

provide a defense for any official or employee for negligence or any other tort arising from the op-

eration of a motor vehicle as to any claim for damages which is within the limits of any applicable 

policy of motor vehicle liability insurance.  

C. Right to counsel of choice. Nothing in this section shall be construed to deprive any public official 

or employee of the right to select counsel of his own choice at his own expense, nor does this sec-

tion prevent the Town Attorney from entering his appearance in a case to protect the interests of the 

Town of Somerset even though no request for such appearance has been forthcoming from the pub-

lic official or employee named as a defendant.  

D. Waiver. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections A and B hereof, the Town Attorney may 

temporarily waive the requirement that a written request be made for representation in those in-

stances where a timely response to the action cannot be made before a written request for represen-

tation can be made.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-202, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-108. Investigation before providing defense in civil cases.  

The Town Attorney, before undertaking any defense, shall conduct an investigation of the facts on 

which the civil action or special proceeding is based, and report his findings and recommendations to the 

Town Council. If the Council determines that the public official or employee was not acting within the 

scope of his employment, or did not reasonably believe he was acting within the scope of his employ-

ment, the Town Attorney shall provide no defense for the public official or employee. The investigation 

herein required may be accomplished by the Town Attorney or by any other attorney or person when di-

rected to do so by the Town Attorney. If it appears that the public official or employee is covered by a 

policy of insurance under the terms of which the carrier is required to provide counsel in such actions or 

special proceedings, the Council may direct the Town Attorney to terminate further investigation and 

provide no representation for the public official or employee.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-203, of the 1989 Code)] 
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§ 5-119. Reimbursement of legal expenses.  

If the Town Council determines, pursuant to § 5-108, not to assume the defense of a public official or 

employee, and it is judicially determined that the injuries arose out of an act or omission of the public of-

ficial within the scope of his employment, or that the defense of sovereign immunity is available to the 

public official or employee, the Town of Somerset shall be liable to the public official or employee for 

reasonable expenses in prosecuting his own defense, including court costs and reasonable attorney's fees.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-204, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1210. Employment of special counsel.  

If the Town Attorney advises the Council that it is impractical or uneconomical for him to render such 

legal services, the Town Council may employ special counsel, whose compensation shall be recommend-

ed by the Town Attorney and approved by the Town Council. The compensation for special counsel shall 

be paid by the Town of Somerset.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-205, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1311. Agreement between Town and public official or employee. 

Prior to the defense of any public official or employee, such public official or employee shall enter into 

an agreement which provides:  

A. Reimbursement. That the Town Council, if it determines it appropriate, may require the public offi-

cial or employee to reimburse the Town for all expenses, including court costs and reasonable at-

torney's fees, if it is judicially determined that (1) the employee acted with actual malice in commit-

ting the act or omission complained of, or (2) the injuries complained of did not arise out of an act 

or omission of the public official or employee occurring within the scope of his employment or au-

thority, or by reason of an act taken in the reasonable belief that such act was within the scope of 

his employment or authority, and the defense of sovereign immunity as to the public official or em-

ployee is not available; but such reimbursement shall not be required if the information provided to 

the Town Attorney by the public official or employee was complete and was neither false nor mis-

leading. These costs constitute a debt due the Town of Somerset and may be collected by appropri-

ate judicial proceedings.  

B. Town not liable for judgment. If a judgment shall be rendered against the public official or employ-

ee, the Town shall not be responsible to pay the judgment, and the legal representation of the Town 

Attorney or special counsel of a public official or employee in no manner constitutes an obligation 

on the part of the Town of Somerset to pay the judgment or a settlement of a claim, except as pro-

vided for in § 5-1513 of this article.  

C. No settlement without consent. That the Town Attorney shall not compromise or settle any claim 

without written consent of the public official or employee. If the public official or employee does 

not consent to the compromise or settlement, the Town Attorney may withdraw from the represen-

tation subject to the appropriate rules of court. In that event, the Town of Somerset is not responsi-

ble for any further costs whatsoever.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 12-20-88, eff. 12-22-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-

206, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1412. Sovereign immunity not waived.  

The consent of the Town Attorney to defend actions or proceedings against public officials and employ-

ees may not be construed to deprive the Town of Somerset or any of its agencies, boards, commissions, 

departments, officers or employees of sovereign immunity.  
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[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-207, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1513. Payment of settlement or judgment.  

In the event that a court or jury returns a special verdict in the form of a written finding determining that 

the public official or employee was acting within the scope of his employment, then the Town shall be 

required to pay (1) any judgment rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction against a public official or 

employee, including court costs and reasonable attorney's fees, or (2) the amount of any settlement on any 

claim for which the Town Attorney has undertaken a defense. The payment of any settlement or judgment 

shall not be construed to abrogate the sovereign immunity of the Town or deprive any agency, board, 

commission, department, officer, or employee thereof of its sovereign immunity. Nothing in this Ordi-

nancesection is intended to waive the rights of the Town under state law to assert sovereign immunity for 

judgments or settlements exceeding the maximum amounts for which a municipality may be held liable or 

be required to pay under state law, or the right of the Town to seek indemnification from a public official 

or employee who has acted with actual malice in committing the act or omission complained of.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-208, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1614. Criminal actions.  

A. When representation permitted.  

(1) Town employees. Neither the Town Attorney nor any other counsel retained by the Town 

may represent a Town employee in any investigation of him by a criminal law enforcement 

agency, or in any criminal action against him in a court of any state or of the United States.  

(2) Public officials. The Town Attorney or special counsel retained by the Town Council may 

represent a public official in an investigation of him by a criminal law enforcement agency, 

or in a criminal action against him in a court of any state or of the United States, only if:  

(a) The Town Attorney or another person acting at his direction has investigated the facts 

on which the action is based, and reported his findings and recommendations to the 

Town Council;  

(b) The Town Council determines that the public official was acting within the scope of his 

official duties; and  

(c) The Town Council, in its discretion, determines that it is in the best interests of the 

Town to provide legal representation for the official, giving due consideration to the 

reasons for the official's actions, whether or not it appears that he acted in good faith, 

the need to encourage individuals to hold public office, and other relevant factors.  

B. When reimbursement of expenses allowed. Subject to the limitations in Subsection C below, the 

Town Council may reimburse a public official or employee for reasonable counsel fees incurred by 

him:  

(1) In connection with a criminal investigation into conduct as an official or employee if the in-

vestigation has concluded and criminal charges have not been filed against him; or  

(2) In defending against criminal charges related to conduct as an officer or employee if final 

disposition of all the charges does not result in a plea of nolo contendere, a guilty plea, or a 

finding of guilt.  

C. Reimbursement -; determination by Council. The Town Council may not reimburse a public official 

or employee for expenses incurred in connection with a criminal investigation or defense unless:  
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(1) The official or employee submits a written application for reimbursement; and  

(2) The Council determines:  

(a) In connection with a matter under criminal investigation, the official or employee dis-

charged his public responsibilities in good faith, did not engage in unlawful conduct, 

and was reasonable in retaining counsel and in incurring the counsel fees for which he 

requests reimbursement; or  

(b) In connection with a matter which was the subject of criminal charges, the official or 

employee discharged his public responsibilities in good faith and incurred reasonable 

counsel fees.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-209, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE III 

Town Hall  

§ 5-1715. Designation of Town Hall.  

The structure located at 4510 Cumberland Avenue, Town of Somerset, shall be designated as the Som-

erset Town Hall. The grounds and parking area immediately adjacent to this structure are included as a 

part of the Town Hall.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-1816. Use regulations.  

A. Council to adopt rules. The Council shall adopt rules and regulations governing the use(s) of the 

Town Hall.  

B. Rental fees. The Council shall, by resolution, establish rental fees for the use of the Town Hall 

meeting room.  

C. Residence requirement. For social, educational and cultural gatherings the Town Hall may be rent-

ed only byOnly residents, or nonresidents sponsored by a Town resident., may rent the Town Hall.5  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 1-01, eff. 2-8-2001; at time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-302, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE IV 

Public Information and Finances  

§ 5-17. Availability of records.  

The Clerk-Treasurer shall furnish copies of the minutes of Council meetings and of other Town records 

to the public for inspection and copying as provided by state law. The Clerk-Treasurer may charge a rea-

sonable fee to cover reproduction costs for providing copies.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-401, of the 1989 Code)] 

                                                   

5. Editor's Note: Original § 2-303 of the 1989 Code, Town Hall Committee, which immediately followed this section, was repealed by 

Ord. No. 4-95, eff. 10-25-1995.  
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§ 5-2018. Town Journal.  

A. Official requirements. The Mayor, with the assistance of such Town employees as he considers 

appropriate, shall publish and distribute a Town Journal containing news of official Town business, an-

nouncements of activities of groups or entities whose activities involve or affect Somerset, and other brief 

announcements of matters of general or charitable interest to residents of the Town.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 1-07, eff. 3-14-2007; Ord. No. 4-12, eff. 4-26-

2012; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-402, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

B. Objective: to keep residents informed, in a timely, regular and efficient manner, of the Town's offi-

cial business and community news, including, but not limited to, the forthcoming Council meeting 

agenda, Town services, Council Activities, committee activities, recreational events and neighbor-

hood news; and to provide a vehicle for residents to communicate their views on Town-related is-

sues to their neighbors.  

All checks, drafts, notes or orders drawn against the accounts of the Town must be signed by any two of 

the following: the Mayor, the Vice President of the Council, one designated Councilmember, and the 

Clerk-Treasurer. Their signatures shall be duly certified to the appropriate depositories. No checks, drafts, 

notes, or orders drawn against said depositories shall be valid unless signed in this manner.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 5-22.20. Five-year fiscal plan. 

When the Mayor delivers the budget, the Mayor shall also submit a five-year fiscal plan reflecting an 

analysis of the sources and uses of available funds. The Council shall have the opportunity to make rec-

ommendations on the five-year plan, and it shall be subject to public hearing, but the Council need not 

take formal action on the plan. The plan shall be a public record reasonably available for public inspec-

tion, and shall be given due and proper consideration in developing annual budgets.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-404, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-23. Check signing and review.  

Audit Committee  

The Committee shall review the draft of the annual report prepared by an independent auditor and meet 

with the auditor. The Committee shall conduct any investigations of Town financial procedures and prac-

tices which seem appropriate.  

Council Procedures  

§ 5-2721. Rules of procedure. 

A. Robert's Rules of Order. The rules of parliamentary practice and procedure as set forth in the latest 

published edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the Mayor and Council in all matters not 

otherwise provided for by the Town Charter or law.  

B. Procedural rules do not affect validity of Council actions. No action of the Mayor and Council oth-

erwise validly adopted shall be held invalid for failure to comply with a rule of procedure.  

C. Publication of ordinances and resolutions. No ordinance or resolution for Charter amendment shall 

be passed at the meeting at which it is introduced, nor shall it be acted upon until notice of its intro-

duction and title has been published in the Town Journal or, at the option of the Town Council, 

been published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town. The Council shall pass an ordi-
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nance or resolution for Charter amendment, pass it as amended, reject it, or defer its consideration to some specified future date, at a regular or special meeting of the Council held not less than six nor more than 60 days after the meeting at which it was introduced. In cases of emergency, all the above requirements may be suspended by the affirmative vote of at least four members of the Council.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-501, of the 1989 Code)] 

The agenda for the meetings of the Mayor and the Council shall be formulated by the Mayor, with the 

assistance of the Clerk-Treasurer,; provided, however, that no item shall be placed on the agenda by the 

Mayor without the approval of the Vice President of the Council or, if the Vice President is not reasona-

bly available, with the approval of the next most senior member of the Council. The Clerk-Treasurer shall 

circulate the agenda to all members of the Council on or before the Thursday preceding the meeting (or as 

soon as possible in the case of a special meeting), with pertinent underlying or supporting material relat-

ing to any agenda item.. Any agenda item proposed in a timely manner by two Council membersCoun-

cilmembers shall be included in the agenda. No other matters except of routine significance or of an 

emergency nature shall be taken up at the meeting unless by consent of the Council.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 9-91, eff. 12-10-1991; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-502, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-2923. Open meetings. 

A. Public attendance. The general public is invited to attend any open session of the Town Council and 

participate in discussions when recognized by the Mayor.  

B. Recording, photographing, broadcasting, televising.  

(1) The public, including members of the news media, may photograph, videotape, broadcast or 

televise the proceedings of the Town Council at an open session if the camera or other 

equipment:  

(a) Is operated without excessively bright light that disturbs the Mayor, Councilmembers 

or others attending the session; and  

(b) Does not create excessive noise that disturbs the Mayor, Councilmembers or others in 

attendance.  

(2) The Mayor may restrict the movement of a person who is using a recording device, camera, 

or broadcasting or televising equipment if necessary to maintain the orderly conduct of the 

session. A recording of an open session made by a member of the public, or any transcript de-

rived from such a recording, may not be deemed a part of the record of the proceeding.  

[Res. 9-14-1977; amended by Ord. No. 11-92, eff. 10-26-1992 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-503, of the 1989 

Code)] 

ARTICLE VI 

Ethics  

§ 5-30. 24. Conflicts of interest.  

The Mayor, the Clerk-Treasurer, and each member of the Town Council, upon taking office, shall sub-

scribe to the following prior to each term of office:  

"To the best of my knowledge and belief, neither I, my spouse, nor immediate relatives have had or 

do have, except as stated below, any personal, professional, or business relationships with anyone, 

individual or corporate, which could place in jeopardy my representation of the rights of the Town 

of Somerset and its citizens, and I make it of record that in the event any such relationship should 
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develop in the future, I will immediately bring such matters to the attention of the Council of the 

Town of Somerset at an open meeting.."    

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-601, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 5-3125. Neutrality of officials with election functions. 6  

All appointed officials of the Town with election functions specified in the Town's Charter shall, at all 

times, remain neutral during the actual performance of such functions.  

[Ord. No. 3-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 2, § 2-602, of the 1989 Code)] 

  

                                                   

6. Editor's Note: See also Charter Art. V, Registration, Nomination and Elections.  
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Chapter 13 

COMMITTEES 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

§ 13-1. Establishment.  

The Mayor may establish such committees as he deems necessary from time to time.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 13-2. Members.  

Each committee shall consist of a minimum of three volunteer members and a maximum of nine volun-

teer members. The Mayor shall set an odd number of members for each committee, and shall nominate 

the members for each committee. The Town Council shall review and approve the nominations for each 

committee.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 13-3. Terms of office; vacancies.  

Unless otherwise specified in the committee charter, committee terms shall begin on January 1 and shall 

run for three calendar years. The Mayor may propose a substitute member to fill a vacancy for the re-

mainder of the three-year period of a term, subject to the approval of the appointment by the Town Coun-

cil. There are no limits on the number of terms that may be served on a Town committee.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 13-4. Chairpersons.  

The Mayor shall nominate a chairperson for each committee, subject to the approval of the appointment 

by the Town Council. Terms for chairpersons shall begin on January 1 and shall run for one calendar 

year. There are no limits on the number of times that an individual may be nominated and appointed as 

chairperson of a Town committee.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 13-5. Council liaisons.  

Each committee shall have one Councilmember liaison and one Councilmember alternate. Liaisons are 

not voting members of the committees.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

§ 13-6. Representation.  

The Mayor shall make every effort to nominate committee slates that balance considerations of geo-

graphic, gender, and age diversity.  

[Added at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)] 

  

Formatted: Font: Bold



 

 16 07-30-2019 

 

Chapter 105 

ANIMALS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

§ 105-1. Adoption of County Code; exceptions.  

For purposes of establishing rules and regulations dealing with animal control, the Town adopts the pro-

visions of Chapter 5, of the Montgomery County Code, except that a dog shall be deemed "at large" if it is 

either:  

A. Off the premises of its owner and not leashed,; or  

B. Off the premises of its owner and leashed, but not under the immediate control of a responsible per-

son capable of physically restraining it.  

[Ord. No. 3-86, effective 6-2-1986 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 105-2. Enforcement by Town.  

Montgomery County Code, sSection 5-26, prohibiting an owner from permitting a dog to run at large, 

shall be enforced by the Mayor of the Town of Somerset or his or her designated agent, in addition to en-

forcement by Montgomery County.  

[Ord. No. 3-86, effective 6-2-1986 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-202, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 105-3. Violations and penalties. 

Violation of any provision in this articlechapter is a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of $50 for 

a first offense, and by a fine of $100 for each repeat offense.  

[Ord. No. 3-86, effective 6-2-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 11, § 

11-203, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 112 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

Part 1 

Building Code  

ARTICLE I 

Purpose and Definitions  

§ 112-1. Purpose.  

It is the purpose of this Part 1 to ensure public safety, health and welfare insofar as they are affected by 

building construction; to ensure the safety to life and property from all hazards incident to the design, 

erection, repair, removal, and demolition of buildings, and to ensure compliance with all applicable 

Town, county, state and federal laws.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, effective 6-29-1988 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-2. Definitions. 

As used in this Part 1, the words set forth below shall be defined as follows:  

ADJOINING AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY — Land in the Town of Somerset which touches the 

boundary line of other property at least at one point, which may be a corner, or which would do so except 

for an intervening road, street, or right-of-way.  

BUILDING — Includes any permanent structure, whether a primary or accessory structure, having one 

or more stories and a roof, designed primarily for the shelter, support or enclosure of persons or property 

of any kind, and including any additions, such as decks or balconies, and modifications thereto. "Build-

ing" includes any permanent storage structure, such as a toolshed. "Building" also includes any excava-

tion for such structures.  

ESTABLISHED BUILDING LINE – A front yard building restriction line, which is greater than the 

twenty-five-foot minimum required setback. The established building line shall be the average setback of 

all main buildings that meet the following criteria: 

A. Are within 300 feet of any side lot line of the lot in question (excluding corner lots); 

B. Are along the same side of the street; 

C. Are between intersecting streets or to the point where public thoroughfare is denied; 

D. Exist at the time the building application request is filed; 

E. Are set back at least 25 feet from the front lot line; 

F. Were constructed pursuant to a valid building permit; 

G. Were not constructed pursuant to a variance; 

H. Are not located on a pipe-stem or flag-shaped lot; 
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I. Are not buildings on the subject lot; and 

J. Are on properties that are at least 50 feet wide at the twenty-five-foot minimum front setback. 

PERSON — Includes persons, firms, partnerships, corporations, estates, trusts, associations, and gov-

ernment institutions or agencies.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-92, eff. 8-24-1992; Ord. No. 1-95, eff. 7-27-

1995; Ord. No. 2-97, eff. 12-10-1997; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-102, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE II 

Montgomery County Building Code  

§ 112-3. Adoption of Montgomery County Executive regulations.  

In addition to the adoption of Chapter 8 of the Montgomery County Code pursuant to Town Code Chap-

ter 123, § 123-1, all executive regulations or amendments to regulations hereafter adopted by the County 

Executive for Montgomery County Code shall be effective within the Town of Somerset unless the Town 

Council by ordinance elects not to adopt any such regulation or amendment to regulations.  

§ 112-4. Enforcement of Montgomery County Chapter on Buildings.  

Montgomery County, Maryland, is hereby requested to enforce within the corporate limits of the Town 

of Somerset the provisions of Chapter 8 of the Montgomery County Code, adopted by this chapter and 

Somerset Town Code Chapter 123, § 123-1.  

§ 112-5. Applicability of Town Building Code.  

A. In addition to the provisions of Chapter 8 of the Montgomery County Code adopted by this chapter 

and Chapter 123, § 123-1, the Town of Somerset shall be governed by this chapter, which contains 

supplemental procedures and provisions.  

B. The Town of Somerset shall administer any and all provisions in this chapter that contain provi-

sions additional to those required under Chapter 8 of the Montgomery County Code adopted by this 

chapter and Chapter 123, § 123-1, and may request the assistance of Montgomery County and the 

State's Attorney in enforcement.  

 

ARTICLE II 

Town Building Permits 

§ 112-3. Circumstances requiring building permits; exceptions. 

NoA. Except as set forth herein, no building, air conditioner, heat pump or generator located within the 

Town of Somerset shall be commenced, installed, constructed, extended, repaired, removed or al-

tered, nor shall excavation for a building be commenced, without first obtaining a building permit 

from the Town of Somerset, except that no such permit is required for ordinary repairs as defined in 

Montgomery County Code (1984), Chapter 8, Section 8-3, which definition is incorporated herein 

by reference; and except repairs or changes that do not alter the exterior dimensions of the building.  
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B. No building permit from the Town of Somerset is required for:  

(1) Ordinary repairs as defined in Montgomery County Code Section 8-3, as amended; or  

(2) Repairs or changes that do not alter the exterior dimensions of the building.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 11-07, eff. 10-11-2007; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-74. Inapplicability of Montgomery County Code Section 8-24B(e). 7  

Section 8-24B(e) of the Montgomery County Code shall not apply within the Town of Somerset. That 

section would otherwise require applicants for building permits from Montgomery County to obtain a 

building permit from the Town of Somerset prior to applying for a building permit from Montgomery 

County, Maryland, when the property for which the building permit is sought is located within the Town 

of Somerset.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-302, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-85. Application form. 

A. Duty of Mayor to prepare application form. The Mayor shall prepare a building permit application 

form. The form shall state conspicuously that a permit can be granted solely by the Town Council 

after a public hearing at which the applicant and any other interested persons may be heard.  

B. Completed application required. No building permit shall be issued in the absence of a completed 

application for a Town building permit.  

C. County permit required. No building permit shall be issued in the absence of a valid building permit 

issued by Montgomery County for the identical work which is the subject of the Town permit.  

D. Signing of application. The building permit application shall be signed by all of the ownerowners of 

record, and/or theisr authorized agents, of the site upon which the proposed work is to take place. If 

the application is made by a person other than the owner of the site, it shall be accompanied by 

written statement of the owner that the proposed work is authorized by the owner and that the ap-

plicant is authorized to make such application. 

E. Required information. The building permit application shall be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer 

and shall contain the following minimum information, in addition to other information requested:  

(1(1) Legal information.  

(a) The street address, legal description (lot number) and the date of subdivision plat re-

cordation of the lot upon which the proposed work is to be performed;  

(2b) The full name and address or addresses of each owner;  

(3) A brief description of the work to be performed for which a building permit is requested;  

(4(c) The names and addresses of all owners of record of adjoining and confronting property 

as shown in the records of the Town maintained by the Clerk-Treasurer at the time of 

submission of the application, orand of the occupants of said property if the owners of 

record are not the occupants;  

                                                   

7. Editor's Note: See Montgomery County Code Sec. 8-24B, Permits for property within homeowners' associations, municipal corpo-

rations, or special taxing districts.  
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(5) The cost of the proposed work, as set forth on the Montgomery County building permit for this project;  -

posed work is to be performed;  

(8) Name and phone number of contractor and MD 

(e) A building survey with a margin of error of +/- one foot, showing the existing struc-

tures and proposed structures, and any and all projections therefrom, including porches, 

decks, stoops, steps, bay windows and the like, and distances from the same to the lot 

lines.  

(f) A description of the established building line for the lot, as defined herein. 

(2) Project description.  

(a) A brief description of the work to be performed for which a building permit is request-

ed;  

(b) The cost of the proposed work, as set forth on the Montgomery County building permit 

for this project;  

(c) The date on which the applicant anticipates the proposed work will commence and will 

be completed;  

(d) Name and phone number of contractor and Maryland Home Improvement Commission 

license number, or, for new homes, Montgomery County Office of Consumer Protec-

tion license number, unless the home ownerhomeowner is serving as the general con-

tractor;  

(9e) The location and size of all facilities which conduct or discharge stormwater, including 

downspouts and pipes, to be located, constructed or altered pursuant to the project for 

which the building permit is sought, and a description, in written or diagram form, in-

dicating the direction and approximate course on the applicant's lot of the stormwater 

from such facility and for a new building on a recorded lot smaller than 15,000 square 

feet, or for any addition to a residential building that would increase the building lot 

coverage by more than 400 square feet, a plan providing for the safe conveyance or 

control of increased water runoff as required by Section 8-29(b)29B of the Montgom-

ery County Code (2009);  

(10f) The location of the silt fences and super silt fences;  

(11) For new houses and extensions in front, the front yard setback and side yard setback of corner 

houses measured according to Division 59-B-3.1 and 2 of the Montgomery County Zoning 

Ordinance for all houses on the same side of the street in the same block on lots any part of 

which is within 300 feet of subject lot or four consecutive adjacent lots, whichever distance is 

greater;  

(13h) For new houses and accessory buildings and additions to houses and/or accessory 

buildings that cover more of the lot, the percent coverage of the lot according to the 

Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance;  

(14i) For additions or alterations to existing houses and new or altered accessory buildings, a 

photograph of the front of the house;  

(15j) A tree plan showing:  
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(a)[1] The location of all living trees on the lot on the abutting Town right-of-way and 

on adjoining and confronting property if the tree drip line overhangs the subject 

property, provided the trees are four inches or more in diameter measured 4 1/2 

feet from the ground;  

(b)[2] The species, trunk diameter 4 1/2 feet from the ground and drip line of each of 

the above trees; and  

(c) Location[3] The location of temporary fences that will be installed to protect 

the trees;  

(16k) Such further information which the Mayor or Town Council deems necessary for re-

view of the building permit application.  

F. When filed. In order to permit sufficient time for the Town Council to consider the application, and 

to provide notice in the Town Journal, the complete permit application shall be filed by the 15th of 

the month prior to the month during which the permit is to be considered, except if a late or expe-

dited procedure is requested as set forth in § 112-8 below.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 4-92, eff. 5-25-1992; Ord. No. 1-95, eff. 7-27-

1995; Ord. No. 4-00, eff. 9-13-2000; Ord. No. 2-01, eff. 3-14-2001; Ord. No. 3-01, eff. 6-13-2001; 

Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 10-04, eff. 1-12-2005; Ord. No. 12-07, eff. 11-7-2007; Ord. 

No. 2-08, eff. 6-11-2008; Ord. No. 1-09; eff. 2-11-2009; Ord. No. 5-09, eff. 11-3-2009; at time of 

adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-303, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-6. Documents to accompany application.  

An applicant for a Town of Somerset building permit shall submit the following materials with the per-

mit application in addition to any other materials that may be requested by the Mayor:; the application 

and all accompanying documents shall be available for public inspection at the Town Hall:  

A. A copy of the Montgomery County building permit granted by Montgomery County for the identi-

cal work for which the applicant seeks a permit from the Town of Somerset.  

B. A copy of the application for a building permit as submitted to Montgomery County for the identi-

cal work for which the applicant seeks a permit from the Town of Somerset, along with all site 

plans and architectural drawings submitted in connection with that application. For proposed work 

costing $25,000 or more, the following are required: two full-size sets; eight additional full-size site 

plans; and eight sets, either 8 1/2 inches by 14 inches or 8 1/2 inches x 11 inches. The site plan 

must include:  

(1) New and replacement locations for air conditioners, heat pumps and generators;  

(2) Removal of trees with a diameter of four inches or more, as measured 4 1/2 feet above the 

ground (See requirements in Chapter 182, Trees, § 182-6.);  

(3) New curb cuts (See requirements in Chapter 170, Streets and Sidewalks, § 170-2B.);  

(4) New fences and walls (see requirements in § 112-37);33 of this chapter);  

(5) Estimated location of exterior side, front and rear perimeters of existing buildings on directly 

adjoining properties.  

C. A parking plan, whenever it is likely that more than three vehicles of persons involved in construc-

tion sought to be authorized by a Town building permit (other than the owner of the property which 

is the subject of the permit) will be parked within the Town at any one time. Such plan shall identi-
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fy the location of the parking areas to be used by such vehicles. Compliance with a parking plan 

approved by the Town Council shall be a condition of the issuance of the building permit and a vio-

lation of the parking plan shallmay be grounds for revocation of such permit. The parking plan shall 

provide that:  

(1) To the maximum extent feasible, parking shall be located on the property which is the subject 

of the Town building permit;  

(2) To the maximum extent feasible, if additional parking is needed, parking shall be located on 

more than one street in the immediate area of the property which is the subject of the Town 

building permit; and  

(3) To the extent feasible, parking more than three vehicles in the same area of a Town street 

shall not be permitted.  

D. A plan showing the location and screening of portable toilets or a statement that there will be none.  

E. A building permit fee, as set forth in § 112-1512 below.  

F. A deposit or bond for repairs, as set forth in § 112-1613 below.  

G. A certification by the applicant that, before submitting the application to the Clerk-Treasurer, he 

provided to each owner of adjoining and confronting property whose property is located within the 

Town of Somerset, and to the occupants of said property if the owners are not the occupants:  

(1) A reasonable opportunity to inspect the construction specifications, plans, surveys and all 

other documents to be filed with the application explaining the nature of the work to be per-

formed;  

(2) A copy of the standard notice to be provided by the Town on request of the applicant as to the 

Town's process for considering the application and resident comments concerning it, together 

with the anticipated date of hearing on the application before the Town Council.  

H. The certification required by Subsection G shall include an explanation of the steps taken to comply 

with the requirements of this section and shall identify those persons who have been contacted. Un-

less there are unusual circumstances, initials of those persons who have been contacted are required 

on the building permit form.  

I. If an expedited procedure is requested, a written request for expedition, and reasons therefore, and 

the applicable fee.  

J. If a late filing procedure is requested, the applicable fee.  

K. The application and all accompanying documents shall be available for public inspection at the 

Town Hall.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 5-91, eff. 6-24-1991; Ord. No. 6-93, eff. 8-23-

1993; Res. No. 2-98, eff. 3-3-1998; Ord. No. 4-03, eff. 5-14-2003; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. 

No. 7-04, eff. 11-10-2004; Ord. No. 9-04, eff. 12-8-2004; Ord. No. 7-06, eff. 8-11-2006; Ord. No. 12-

06, eff. 12-13-2006; Ord. No. 4-08; eff. 11-12-2008; Ord. No. 1-09, eff. 2-11-2009; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 

7-13-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-

304, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-10.§ 112-7. Permit conditions. 

A. Time for completing work. Any permit issued under this Part 1 shall become invalid if the author-

ized work is not commenced within six months from the date of approval or is suspended or aban-
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doned for a period of six months; provided, however, that the Town Council, for good cause shown, 

may extend a permit for an additional six months upon payment by the applicant of 50% of the 

original building permit fee. This additional fee may be waived by the Council for good cause 

shown.  

B. Duration of permit. A building permit shall be valid for the date requested but not more than a one-

year period. The Town Council, upon written request, for good cause shown, may grant a permit for 

a longer time, or may grant an extension of time for an existing permit of six months upon payment 

by applicant of 50% of the original building permit fee.  

C. Signature on permit. The Mayor shall sign each permit issued.  

D. Location of permit and plans. The permit or a true copy of it and a copy of all plans and other doc-

uments submitted with the permit shall be kept on the site of the property and shall be available for 

inspection by officials of the Town, in the course of their duties, during the entire time that the 

work is in progress and until its completion.  

E. Compliance with permit. All work shall conform to the approved application and plans for which 

the permit has been issued.  

F. Stop-work order. Whenever the Mayor may determinedetermines that actions are being taken in 

violation of the provisions of this chapter, including actions outside the scope of or contrary to a 

permit validly issued, he may order such work to be stopped immediately. The stop-work order 

shall be issued in writing by the Mayor and be served upon the owner of the property or the owner's 

agent or the person doing the work. It shall be unlawful for any person to continue or permit the 

continuation of work in or about the property after having been served with the stop-work order. 

The permit holder may appeal such order to the Town Council which, upon request, shall hold a 

hearing within 14 days, pursuant to the procedures set forth in § 112-1310 below.  

G. Revocation of building permit.  

(1) The Mayor may revoke a permit issued under this Part 1 in case of any material false state-

ments or misrepresentations of fact in the application or on the plans on which the permit was 

based or in case of violation of any of the conditions upon which the permit was issued. 

(2) The Mayor may revoke a permit issued under this Part 1 where work relating to the permit 

has resulted in, or is likely to result in, a violation of Chapter 182, Trees.  

(3) The Mayor may revoke a permit issued under this Part 1 upon the revocation of a permit is-

sued by Montgomery County for the identical work which is the subject of the Town permit.  

(4) The permit holder may appeal any such revocation to the Town Council which, upon request, 

shall hold a hearing within 14 days, pursuant to the procedures set forth in § 112-1310 below.  

(5) Upon revocation, the construction must be removed within 30 days or such other time period 

as the Mayor may specify.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; Ord. No. 10-02, eff. 11-13-

2002; Ord. No. 5-05, eff. 6-8-2005; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-305, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-118. Action on permit. 

A. Standard procedure. The Mayor shall submit to the Town Council for its consideration at its next 

regularly scheduled session any building permit application which has been filed with the Clerk-

Treasurer by the 15th of the month prior to such session. The Town Council, in its discretion, may 
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defer or continue consideration of the application until the next regularly scheduled session or until 

a special session.  

B. Late procedure. A building permit application filed with the Clerk-Treasurer after the 15th of the 

month prior to the next regularly scheduled Town Council session, but no later than the 22nd of the 

month, may be submitted to the Town Council by the Mayor and considered by the Town Council, 

in its discretion, at the next regularly scheduled session. The Town Council, in its discretion, may 

defer or continue consideration of the application until the next regularly scheduled session or until 

a special session. A late fee of $200 shall be charged in addition to all other permit fees for consid-

eration by the Town Council under this procedure.  

C. Expedited procedure.  

(1) An applicant may request in writing that a building application be considered by the Town 

Council on an expedited basis at a special session of the Town Council. The Town Council, 

in its discretion, may hold a special session to consider such application. The Town Council, 

in its discretion, may continue consideration of the application until the next regularly sched-

uled session or until a special session.  

(2) An expedited consideration fee of $400 shall be charged in addition to all other permit fees 

for consideration by the Town Council under this procedure.  

(3) No special session of the Town Council to consider a permit application shall be held on less 

than seven days’ notice nor more than 30 days after submission of the request for the expedit-

ed procedure.  

(4) Notice of a special session of the Town Council to consider a permit application shall be giv-

en by posting such notice on the Town Hall bulletin board, by broadcasting on the Town e-

mail network and by the applicant notifying property owners and residents as set forth in the 

certification of the applicant as required under § 112-9G6G.  

D. Determination whether to hold late or expedited procedures. The Town Council has discretion to 

determine whether to consider a building permit application under the late or expedited procedures 

that are set forth in this section. In exercising its discretion, the Town Council shall consider such 

factors as: reasons for late filing; need for expedition; nature, extent, and complexity of the work 

proposed to be performed; effect upon adjoining and confronting properties; extent of prior notice 

to interested persons; actual or likely opposition; and hardship to the applicant.  

E. Air conditioning and heat pump emergency procedure. In addition to the procedures set forth in this 

section on processing an application for a building permit, the following procedures may be utilized 

regarding a building permit for an air conditioner or heat pump.  

(1) In the discretion of the Mayor, the Mayor may issue a temporary building permit upon a find-

ing that the following conditions are met.:  

(a) An existing air conditioner has failed to operate during hot weather, or an existing heat 

pump has failed to operate during cold weather.  

(b) The failed air conditioner or heat pump requires immediate replacement to prevent 

harm to the health and safety of persons serviced by such equipment.  

(c) The Town of Somerset building permit application form, § 112-8A5A through E(8),, is 

completed and the $50 fee paid.  

(d) The Mayor is satisfied that the applicant has successfully notified all adjoining and 

confronting property owners and residents to such property, or has made reasonable ef-
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forts to do so, of the application and the opportunity to make their views known to the 

Mayor.  

(e) The air conditioner or heat pump is installed at the same location as the existing air 

conditioner or heat pump.  

(f) Information is submitted with the application as to the noise that may be emitted by the 

replacement sufficient to permit the Mayor to reasonably conclude that noise levels 

will comply with the requirements of the Town Code.8  

(g) The applicant shall acknowledge in writing that the applicant is proceeding at his own 

risk since the Mayor may issue only a temporary permit; that only the Town Council 

may issue a permanent permit after a public hearing; that the Town Council may de-

termine not to issue a permanent permit or may issue it with new conditions.  

(h) The Mayor may issue the temporary permit with conditions the Mayor determines are 

necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of neighbors.  

(i) In the exercise of the Mayor's discretion, the Mayor shall give weight to the comments 

of the neighboring property owners and residents, whether there have been prior noise 

complaints regarding the operation of an air conditioner or a heat pump on the appli-

cant's property.  

(j) The temporary permit shall be valid until the next regularly scheduled meeting of the 

Town Council, unless the time is extended by the Town Council.  

(2) At the next regularly scheduled Town Council meeting after the issuance of a temporary 

permit, pursuant to the above procedure, the Council shall hold a public hearing on whether 

to grant a permanent permit, unless the Town Council votes to defer such hearing.  

(a) The Town Council may grant a permanent permit with conditions; or may deny a per-

manent permit.  

(b) Any permit issued by the Town Council shall be conditioned to require that the air 

conditioner or heat pump be subject to noise testing to assure compliance with the 

noise level standards of the Town Code that are required for permits obtained by 

nonemergency procedures.9  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; Ord. No. 3-2012, eff. 4-26-2012; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-306, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-129. Criteria for permit decisions. 

The Town Council shall consider, in approving or disapproving an application for a building permit, 

such factors as:  

A. Whether the application is complete and conforms to the requirements of this Part 1.  

B. Whether the proposed work complies with the provisions of Chapter 8, Buildings, of the Montgom-

ery County Code, incorporated into this Part 1.  

C. Whether the proposed work complies with all applicable subdivision and zoning requirements.  

                                                   

8. Editor's Note: See Ch. 140, Noise.  

9. Editor's Note: See Ch. 140, Noise.  
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D. Whether the proposed work complies with all other applicable Town ordinances, including Chapter 

182, Trees, of the Town Code, county, state and federal laws.  

E. Whether the proposed work unduly and adversely affects the health and safety of adjoining or con-

fronting property owners and residents, or the enjoyment of their property.  

F. Whether the proposed work otherwise unduly and adversely affects the public health, safety and 

general welfare of the Town, or its property, and its residents.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 6-05, eff. 6-8-2005; at time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-307, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-13. Decisions10. Hearing and decision on application; judicial review.  

A. Hearing. The Town Council shall conduct fact-finding hearings on building permit applications. 

The applicant and all interested parties shall be given the opportunity to present evidence and testi-

mony, so long as it is relevant and not repetitive. The hearing shall be conducted so as to afford 

fundamental fairness to all parties. The technical rules of evidence shall not apply.  

B. Decision. The decision of the Town Council, by a majority vote of those members present at the 

hearing on the application, shall be rendered within 40 days of the date of the hearing. The decision 

shall be in writing and shall state the Town Council's findings of fact and conclusions of law. The 

decision of the Town Council shall become final unless an appeal is taken as set forth below within 

30 days. The decision of the Town Council shall approve the building permit application, disap-

prove it, or approve it with modifications. Unless stated to the contrary, approval of a building per-

mit includes permission to remove trees for which removal authority is requested in the building 

permit application.  

C. Judicial review. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Town Council with regard to an applica-

tion for a building permit filed under the provisions of this Part 1 and who appeared before the 

Town Council in person, by an attorney, or in writing, shall have the right to appeal the decision of 

the Town Council to the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland under the provisions of 

Title 7, Chapter 200, of the Maryland Rules of Procedure. In any judicial proceeding under this sec-

tion, the findings of the Town Council as to the facts, if supported by evidence and in the absence 

of fraud, shall be conclusive, and the jurisdiction of said court shall be confined to questions of law.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-93, eff. 10-25-1993; Ord. No. 7-96, eff. 12-13-

1996; Ord. No. 2-05, eff. 5-18-2005 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-308, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-1411. Modification of approved plans.  

No person shall modify or alter any plans or specifications after they have been submitted and a permit 

issued. Notice of intention to deviate materially from the approved plans and specifications shall be given 

in writing to the Mayor and Town Council, the applicable amendment fee shall be paid, and their written 

approval of the Mayor and Town Council shall be obtained before such deviation or alteration is made.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-309, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-12. Fees. 

Any applicant for a Town of Somerset building permit shall pay the following fees for the processing of 

such permit, or 1/2 of the building permit fee chargedfees established by a resolution of the Council. 

Montgomery County for the same demolition and construction, whichever is greater:  
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[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Res. No. 1-99, eff. 4-6-1999; Ord. No. 5-03, eff. 6-11-

2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-310, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-1613. Deposit for repairs. 

A. Each applicant shall submit with the application for a Town of Somerset building and demolition 

permit a deposit in the form of a check or a bond in a form satisfactory to the Mayor in the amount 

of 1/2 of the Town building permit and demolition fees for the same project or $2,000, whichever is 

greater.set by a resolution of the Council.  

B. The deposit, or so much of it as may be necessary, shall be used or applied to restore or repair any 

damage to the Town rights-of-way, sidewalks, curbs, streets or parklands. The deposit, or so much 

of it as may remain after the restoration of Town rights-of-way, sidewalks, curbs, streets or park-

lands to as close to their original condition as possible, shall be returned to the owner of the proper-

ty by the Mayor.  

C. The Town, in its discretion, shall determine how the deposit funds shall be spent if there has been 

damage or injury to Town rights-of-way, sidewalks, curbs, streets or parklands.  

D. Any interest earned on the deposit shall be retained by the Town of Somerset to be applied toward 

the costs associated with administering this Part 1. The deposit shall not be returned until the work 

for which the building permit had been issued is completed. Such completion shall be determined 

by the Mayor after notification by the applicant.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 5-95, eff. 12-25-1995; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; Ord. No. 5-07, eff. 6-13-2007; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-311, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-1714. Increased setbacks for certain new construction.  

A. Applicability. This § 112-14 shall apply to all "New Building Construction"new building construc-

tion," as defined below, for which a Town building permit is required under the Town Building 

Code and for which a Town building permit has not been approved as of the effective date of this 

section. This § 112-14 shall apply only to such New Building Constructionnew building construc-

tion on land zoned for single-family residential use. This § 112-14 shall not apply to buildings 

owned by the Town of Somerset.  

B. Definitions. For the purposes of this section only, the following terms shall have the meanings indi-

cated:  

NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION  

(1) The construction or erection of a new building; or  

(2) The repair, alteration, replacement or remodeling of an existing building which would change 

its exterior dimensions, to the extent of such change.  

C. Setback requirements. New building construction shall be set back from property lot lines at least as 

follows:  

(1) Primary building, non-corner lot:  

(a) Side: eight feet one side; 18 feet sum for both sides.  

(b) Rear: 20 feet.  
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(c) Front: A front yard setback must be at least 25 feet (as measured according to Section 59-B-3.1 and Section 59-B-3.2 of the Montgomery County Code), and must also be consistent with the setbacks of nearby houses. For the purposes of this subsection, "nearby houses" are those houses that are: (i) on the same side of the street as the subject property; (ii) not separated from the subject property by an intersecting street; and (iii) on a lot any part of which is within 300 feet or four consecutive adjacent lots of each side lot line of the subject property, whichever distance is greater. The setback for the new building construction shall be the average of the setbacks on the nearby houses, or 25 feet, whichever distance is greater. For the purposes of this subsection, if any of the nearby houses is on a corner lot and fronts on a different street, the setback of the side yard closest to the subject property shall be the setback used to determine the average. If the setback determined according to this subsection is less than the setback that would result by applying the Montgomery County Code, the setback according to the County Code shall apply. No main building, or any part or projection thereof, may be constructed nearer to any 

front lot line than the established building line or 25 feet, whichever results in a greater 

setback. For corner lots, any and all lot lines bordering upon a street shall be considered 

a front lot line. 

(d) Exceptions for projections: 

[1] Steps, stoops, decks, terraces and porches, and their roofing, may extend not more 

than nine feet into any minimum front or rear setback. 

[2] Bay windows, oriel entrances, vestibules and balconies. 

[a] Except as provided in Subsection C(1)(d)[2][b] below, a bay window, oriel 

entrance, vestibule or balcony, 10 feet or less in width and not more than one 

story in height, may project not more than three feet into any minimum front 

or rear setback. 

[b] No more than two bay windows may project into any required setback. 

[3] Cornices, eaves, outside stairways, chimneys, air conditioners and heat pumps. 

[a] Cornices and eaves may project 2 1/2 feet or less into any minimum setback, 

but such projection shall be not less than two feet from the vertical plane of 

any lot line. 

[b] Sills, leaders, belt courses, and similar ornamental features may project not 

more than six inches into any minimum setback. 

[c] Outside stairways may project not more than five feet into any minimum rear 

setback. 

[d] Chimneys may project not more than 24 inches into any minimum setback. 

[e] Chimneys used as walls may not project into any minimum setback. 

[f] Air conditioners and heat pumps may project not more than five feet into any 

minimum front or rear setback. Additional projection may be permitted for 

the purpose of adding noise abatement devices. Nonconforming air condi-

tioners or heat pumps projecting into any minimum side setback prior to No-

vember 1, 2017, may be maintained, altered, repaired and replaced. 

[4] Access ramps and wheelchair lifts. An open and uncovered access ramp or wheel-

chair lift, and any handrails associated therewith, may project into any minimum 

front, side, or rear setback, provided the following conditions are met: 

[a] The access ramp or wheelchair lift, and any handrails associated therewith, 

cannot reasonably be constructed without projecting into the required set-

back; 

[b] The access ramp or wheelchair lift, and any handrails associated therewith, 

project into the required setback the minimum distance reasonably necessary 

to provide a person a reasonable accommodation; and 

[c]  The access ramp or wheelchair lift has the minimum dimensions reasonably 

necessary to comply with all applicable provisions of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, as amended. 
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(2) Primary building, corner lot:  

(32) Accessory buildings.  

(a) Accessory buildings shall be located only in the rear yard of an interior lot, must not 

occupy more than 25% of the rear yard, must be a minimum of 60 feet from the front 

lot line and set back a minimum from side and rear yard property lines, as follows:  

 Building Height (feet)   Minimum Setback (feet)  

  10 feet or less 5 

 Over 10 feet but less than 15 

feet 

5 plus 1 for each foot or frac-

tion of a foot in excess of 10 

  15 feet or over 10 plus 2 for each foot or frac-

tion of a foot in excess of 15 

 Linear dimension (feet)  

  24 feet or less   5 

 Over 24 feet   5 plus 1 foot for every foot or 

fraction of a foot in excess of 

24 

  

 [1] If an accessory building has both a height greater than 10 feet, and a linear di-

mension greater than 24 feet, the building must be set back the minimum setback 

distance of five feet, plus the distance as determined according to the provisions 

of this subsection above for building height, plus the distance as determined ac-

cording to the provisions of this subsection above for linear dimension. Example: 

The setback for a building with a height of 15 feet and a linear dimension of 30 

feet would be 16 feet (five feet minimum setback plus five feet additional feet for 

the height in excess of 10 feet, plus six feet additional feet for the linear dimen-

sion in excess of 24 feet).  

[2] Setbacks for accessory buildings on corner lots must be in accordance with the 

Montgomery County Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 59, Article 59-4, Division 59-

C-1.326(B),4.4, adjusted for height and linear dimensions as established above in 

this subsection.  

(b) Accessory building height is the vertical distance measured to the highest point of the 

roof surface regardless of roof type, from the lowest of the following points:  

[1] The average elevation of the pre-development grade along the front of the struc-

ture;  

[2] The average elevation of the finished grade along the front of the structure;  

[3] The average elevation of the pre-development grade along the rear of the struc-

ture;  

[4] The average elevation of the finished grade along the rear of the structure.  

(c) Pre-development grade is the grade that existed at the time of the application for a 

building permit.  

(d) The provisions of this Subsection C(3) shall apply to all property within the Town, ex-

cept the following properties which shall be subject to the provisions of the Montgom-

ery County Code regarding setbacks for accessory buildings:  
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[1] Any lot with less than 60 feet of frontage;  

[2] Any lot that has a rear lot line adjoining a lot that fronts on Drummond Avenue;  

[3] Any lot with a side or rear lot line adjoining land that is not owned by the Town 

that is dedicated for use as parkland.  

D. Other requirements.  

(1) Effective date. All new building construction shall comply with this section regardless of the 

date on which the lot, on which new building construction is proposed, was recorded or the 

date of construction of an existing building or structure.  

(2) Town grandfathering created. Any building existing on the effective date of this section and 

which lawfully met the setback requirements in effect immediately prior to the effective date 

of this section, but which does not meet the setback requirements of this section, shall contin-

ue to be a lawful use and shall not be deemed a nonconforming use. Such a building may be 

extended to the rear, provided that the extension is no closer to the side property line than the 

existing building, excluding projections (such as stoops, decks and chimneys), and the exten-

sion otherwise complies with this section. However, except as provided in the previous sen-

tence, new building construction, as defined in this section, relating to such existing building, 

must comply with this section.  

(3) County grandfathering abrogated. Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in the 

Montgomery County Zoning Code, the setback requirements set forth herein shall apply.  

(4) Height limitations. Height limits shall not be affected by these provisions.  

(5) Compliance or waiver required. No Town building permit shall be granted for such new 

building construction unless it complies with these provisions or waiver has been granted by 

the Town Council, as provided in Subsection E below.  

E. Waiver. The Town Council may grant a waiver of the requirements of this section, subject to the 

following limitations:  

(1) The Town Council finds after a duly noticed public hearing, based on the evidence before it, 

that good cause has been shown on either of the following grounds:  

(a) The proposed new building construction would not unduly interfere with light and air 

between residences or other structures, would not be unduly incompatible with the 

scale, massing, and character of the Town or of nearby residences or other structures, 

and would otherwise not unduly adversely affect the use, enjoyment or value of nearby 

properties. In making such finding, the Council may consider such factors as:  

[1] Size and location of proposed new building construction.;  

[2] Size and location of existing and potential buildings and other structures on near-

by lots; and  

[3] Topography and existing or planned vegetation of the lot on which the proposed 

new building construction will be located and of nearby lots. Should the Council 

be requested to consider planned vegetation, the applicant for the waiver shall 

submit a landscape plan with the waiver application,; or  

(b) That theThe strict and literal application of this section would result in peculiar or unu-

sual practical difficulties to the owner of the lot on which the proposed new building 
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construction is to be located due to exceptional narrowness, shallowness, shape, topo-

graphical conditions or other extraordinary situations or conditions peculiar to a specif-

ic parcel of property. The following do not constitute practical difficulty for the pur-

poses of this section:  

[1] The existence of nearby structures or buildings which do not comply with this 

section;  

[2] The granting of a waiver on other lots; or  

[3] Any condition resulting from the conduct of the applicant or applicant's prede-

cessor(s) in title.  

(2) The waiver must be for the minimum reasonably necessary to avoid the above conditions or 

situations.  

(3) The Town Council may impose, in granting a waiver, such conditions as it deems in the pub-

lic interest and necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section.  

F. Procedure for waiverWaiver procedure.  

(1) The Mayor shall prepare a waiver application form for execution by the owner(s) of the site 

or authorized agent of the owner(s), which shall conspicuously state that a waiver may be 

granted by the Town Council only after a public hearing at which the applicant and any other 

interested persons may be heard, and shall state the nature of the information and documents 

that must accompany the application.  

(2) An applicant may, at the time application is made for a Town building permit, submit on the 

form prepared by the Mayor a written application for a waiver of this section's requirements, 

together with documentary exhibits relating to the waiver and need therefore.  

(3) The procedure for hearing, decision and judicial review shall be as provided for building 

permits in § 112-10.  

(4) A separate waiver application fee of $200in an amount set from time to time by the Town 

Council shall be paid at the time of filing of the application.  

(5) The procedure for late or expedited review of the waiver application shall be as provided in 

§ 112-118, including Town Council discretion as to whether such late or expedited review 

shall be held.  

(6) Late and expedited review fees shall apply to the waiver application; provided, however, that 

should a late or expedited review also be requested for the building permit, which is to be 

heard simultaneously with the waiver application, only one late or expedited review fee shall 

be required.  

(7) No waiver shall be granted unless the Town Council finds, based on the evidence before it, 

that the waiver requirements of this section are met.  

[Ord. No. 7-94, eff. 11-28-1994; amended by Res. No. 3-98, eff. 3-3-1998; Res. No. 14-98, eff. 11-3-

1998; Ord. No. 7-01, eff. 10-11-2001; Ord. No. 8-01, eff. 10-11-2001; Ord. No. 2-06, eff. 3-15-2006; 

Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; Ord. No. 5-2014, eff. 12-13-2014; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 

1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-312, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE III 
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Requirements During Construction  

§ 112-15. New structures and additions.  

The following requirements apply to new structures and additions:  

A. Notice of Town of Somerset quiet hours must be posted on site next to County Building Permit.the 

county building permit.  

B. ParkingThe parking plan, if approved by the Town Council, must be posted on site next to County 

Building Permit.the county building permit.  

C. Wall check. A copy of an engineer's wall check must be delivered or faxed to the Clerk-Treasurer 

within 24 hours of receipt by the contractor.  

D. Footer check. The contractor must notify the Clerk-Treasurer within 24 hours of completion of ex-

cavation for footers so that setbacks from property lines can be checked.  

E. Height check. If the structure or new construction will be more than two stories high, the contractor 

must notify the Clerk-Treasurer after the frame and partitions have been erected, but before the in-

stallation of insulation and dry wall.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 4-04, eff. 6-9-

2004; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-401 

and § 6-402, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-19. Additions.  

All activity shall be conducted in compliance with the noise limitations set forth in this Code, Chapter 

140, Noise., of the Town Code. Violation of any noise limitations is punishable as set forth in that arti-

cleChapter 140.  

[Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; amended by Ord. No. 13-06, eff. 12-13-2006; Ord. No. 6-12, eff. 6-20-

2012 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-403, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-2117. Traffic control.  

A. It is not permissible to block a street during activities permitted by this Part 1 unless:  

(1) Notice is provided to the Town prior to the blocking, and;  

(2) The blocking is not for an unreasonable period of time, and;  

(3) The TownMayor or his delegate approves the blocking,; and  

(4) The individual or entity blocking the street positions persons at both ends of the blocked 

street to advise motorists the street is blocked and direct traffic around the area blocked.  

B. In the event a concrete or other large truck is unloading and leaving room for only a single lane of 

traffic, a person must be stationed at the obstruction to direct traffic around it.  

[Ord. No. 8-07, eff. 8-8-2007; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-404, of the 1989 Code)] 
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ARTICLE IV 

Subdivisions  

§ 112-2218. Subdivision of land. 

No person shall subdivide any land in the Town without prior notification to the Mayor and Council. 

Such notification shall be given by filing with the Clerk-Treasurer a description, including a plat, of the 

land to be subdivided and of each of the lots that comprise the subdivision. Such description shall be filed 

with the Clerk-Treasurer no later than the filing of a subdivision application for such property with the 

Maryland - National Capital Park and Planning Commission ("Commission"). All documents filed by the 

applicant with the Commission shall also be filed with the Clerk-Treasurer at the time of the filing with 

the Commission or prior thereto.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-501, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE V 

Penalties  

§ 112-23. 19. Violations and penalties. 

Violations of this Part 1 shall constitute a municipal infraction. Any person, including an owner of prop-

erty, any authorized or unauthorized agent, any contractor for such owner, and any person performing 

work on or about the owner's property, that who violates this Part 1 shall be subject to a fine of $500 for 

each violation. Each day that the violation continues may be considered a further and separate offense 

subject to such fine. In addition to the fine, a violator may be required to remove or restore, within 15 

days of the date of notification of the violation, any structure, alteration, addition or excavation, erected or 

commenced, and constituting the basis of the violation, and if so required, upon expiration of such 15 

days, each additional day during which that person shall not have so removed or restored the same, shall 

constitute a further and separate violation subject to such fine. Further, the Town may abate any such 

condition at the violator's expense.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-00, eff. 3-15-

2000; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-601, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE VII 

Miscellaneous  

ARTICLE VI 

Administration  

§ 112-2420. Previous approvals.  

Nothing in this Part 1 shall affect the validity of any building permit issued by the Town prior to the ef-

fective date of this Part 1; provided, however, that the construction under such permit shall have been 

commenced within six months of the date of approval of such permit. If work has not been commenced 

during such six-month period, the Town Council, at its next regularly scheduled meeting, upon a permit 

holder's request, shall determine whether to require or to waive compliance with this Part 1.  

[Ord. No. 4-90, eff. 4-23-1990; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-901, 

of the 1989 Code)] 



 

 34 07-30-2019 

§ 112-25. Town exempt. § 112-21. Applicability to Town.  

The provisions of this Part 1 shall not apply to the Town of Somerset when it is performing construction 

on any building or property owned by the Town, except that the Town must follow the notification-of-

neighbors requirements of § 112-6G and H of this Part 1.  

[Ord. No. 1-88, eff. 6-29-1988; amended by Ord. No. 4-90, eff. 4-23-1990; Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-

1991; Res. No. 13-98, eff. 11-3-1998; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-902, of the 

1989 Code)] 

Part 2 

Property Restriction Signs  

ARTICLE VII 

Designation and Regulations  

§ 112-26. Defined. 22. Definitions.  

As used in this Part 2, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

PROPERTY RESTRICTION SIGNS — Those signs designed to give notice to deter public entry on 

private property, including "no trespassing," "no soliciting," "keep off the grass," and "beware of dog" 

signs.  

[Ord. No. 4-90, eff. 4-23-1990; amended by Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-

1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-801(a), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-27. Restrictions.23. Size and posting regulations.  

The posting of a property restriction sign is subject to the following:  

A. A property restriction sign shall not exceed six inches by 11 inches in size.  

B. The upper horizontal edge of a property restriction sign shall not be higher than 2 1/2 feet from the 

ground.  

C. A property restriction sign must be set back at least 20 feet from the front property line.  

D. A maximum of one property restriction sign may be placed in the front yard, one in the rear yard, 

and one in each side yard; however, if the yard is greater than 150 feet in length, there may be one 

sign for each 150 feet.  

E. A property restriction sign cannot be attached or fastened in any way to any structure, house, in-

cluding any window, or tree.  

F. A property restriction sign may not be illuminated.  

[Ord. No. 4-90, eff. 4-23-1990; amended by Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-

1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-801(b), of the 1989 Code)] 
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Part 3 

Fences and Walls  

ARTICLE VIII 

Regulation and Permitting of Certain Fences and Walls  

§ 112-2824. Purpose.  

The purpose of this Part 3 is to preserve the visual openness of the Town's streetscape by restricting the 

construction of visual and physical barriers along the public streets.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-701, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-2925. Definitions. 

BUILDING WALL — A wall that is part of a permanent structure, whether a primary or accessory 

structure, that has one or more stories and a roof, and is designed primarily for the shelter, support, or en-

closure of persons or property of any kind, including any additions, such as decks or balconies, and modi-

fications thereto.  

CORNER LOT — A lot inon which two or more adjoining sides abut a public street.  

DECORATIVE IRON-TYPE MATERIALS — Materials consisting of wrought iron or a similar mate-

rial, designed so as to be decorative rather than solely utilitarian.  

DECORATIVE WALL — A wall that is intended for the purposes of privacy, security, or enclosure.  

FENCE — A structure serving as an enclosure, barrier or boundary, including the gate or gate posts.  

FRONT YARD — Any portion of a yard of a lot located between a house and the inside front curbline 

of a public street upon which the house fronts. 

INSIDE CURB LINE — The line formed by the junction of the horizontal and vertical edges of the por-

tion of the public street curb closer to the individual lot and farther from the public street.  

INTERIOR LOT — Any lot having access tothat abuts a public street, other than a corner lot.  

PUBLIC STREET — A road, street, alley or avenue, maintained by the Town, county or state for ve-

hicular use.  

REPLACEMENT FENCE OR WALL — A fence or wall whichthat completely replaces a preexisting 

fence or wall in one of the yards.  

RETAINING WALL — A wall constructed for the sole purpose of holding back ground or earth.  

SIDE/BACK YARD OF CORNER LOT — The portion of the side yard of a corner lot between the side 

of the house facing away from public street (the back of the house) and the rear property line. For the 

purpose of this article, a homeowner may designate either side, but not both sides, of the house facing 

away from a public street as the back of the house.  

SIDE YARD  

A. For a corner lot, any portion of a yard of a corner lot located between the house and the inside side 

curbline of a public street, and excluding any portion that lies within a front yard or the side/back 

yard.   
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B. For an interior lot, any portion of a yard located between the house and the adjacent lot boundary 

line(s), and excluding any portion that lies within a front yard or between the house and the rear lot 

line.  

UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP — A condition under which compliance with the ordinance would pre-

vent the property owner from securing a reasonable return from his property or from making reasonable 

use of it; provided, however, that undue hardship shall not include conditions of mere financial hardship 

or an opportunity to get an increased return from the property, conditions that are not peculiar to the prop-

erty in question, or conditions that are the result of the applicant's own actions.  

WALL — An architecturally solid erection of stone, brick, or other material, greater than 12 inches in 

height, and intended for the purposes of privacy, security or enclosure.. A wall may be a building wall, a 

retaining wall, or a decorative wall.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-

1991; Ord. No. 8-02, eff. 7-10-2002; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 8-06, eff. 8-11-2006; at 

time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I)(formerly Ch. 6, § 6-702, of the 1989 

Code)] 

§ 112-26. Permit required; exemptions. 

A. When required. A permit is required to be obtained from the Town for any new or replacement 

fence or wall to be placed or constructed in the Town of Somerset. No fence or wall of any height 

may be placed or constructed on the public right-of-way, in the public street, or on a Town park.  

B. Exemptions.  

(1) This Part 3 does not apply to a temporary fence or wall placed or constructed to protect the 

public from construction or other dangerous activity or condition.  

(2) The Town of Somerset is exempt from all provisions of this article. (Part 3) This article 

does not apply to any replacement fence or wall built as an original and integral architectural 

feature of a house, provided that the fence or wall has been in place continuously from the 

time of the house's construction and that the replacement is of identical design, materials and 

finish..  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 6-07, eff. 6-5-

2007; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-703, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-3127. Applicable provisions of Montgomery County Code.  

A. In addition to the provisions of this Part 3, provisions of the Montgomery County Code regulating 

fences and walls are applicable within the Town. Chapter 51 of the Montgomery County Code, 

Swimming Pools, is applicable as provided in § 123-2A of the Town Code. Section 59-B-2.1, Walls 

or Fences,6.4.3.C.3 of the Montgomery County Code,Zoning Ordinance is applicable as provided 

in § 123-1 of the Town Code.  

B. If there is any conflict between any provision of this Part 3 and of Chapter 51 of the Montgomery 

County Code, the Montgomery County Code provision shall apply.  

C. To the extent the provisions of this Part 3 are more restrictive than those of section 59-B-2.1Section 6.4.3.C.3 of the 

Montgomery County CodeZoning Ordinance, this Part 3 shall apply. In such cases, the Town of Somer-

set shall administer any such more restrictive provisions.  
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[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-704, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-28. Construction materials.  

Any new or replacement fence to be placed or constructed within 39 feet of the inside front curbline in a 

front yard or within 29 feet of the inside side curbline in a corner lot shall consist primarily of wood or 

decorative iron-type materials.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-705, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-29. Location of finished side. 

A. Any new or replacement fence or wall located in a front yard, or side yard of a corner lot or interior 

lot, or side/back yard of a corner lot, facing and visible from a public street shall have a finished 

side facing the street.  

B. Any fence or wall located in the same area but not facing the street shall have a finished side facing 

the property of the nearest neighbor, unless the fence is not visible from that neighbor's property.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 8-05, eff. 12-13-2005; Ord. No. 9-06, eff. 8-11-

2006; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-706, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-30. Fences on interior lots. 

The following apply to fences on interior lots:  

A. Any No new or replacement fence or wall in a back yard shall have a finished side facing be placed 

or constructed within three feet of a Town sidewalk, measured from the edge of the sidewalk clos-

est to the property.  

B.  of the nearest neighbor unless the A new or replacement fence or wall is not visibleplaced or con-

structed at or within 39 feet of the inside front curbline shall be 42 inches or less in height, meas-

ured from the neighbor's propertyground immediately under the fence, and shall be at least 50% 

open when viewed from straight ahead, with solid parts being evenly distributed throughout and no 

solid part being greater than four inches in width, with the exception of brick fence posts, which 

may be up to 12 inches in width.  

C. A new or replacement fence placed or constructed more than 39 feet from the inside front curbline 

shall be 78 inches or less in height, measured from the ground immediately under the fence.  

B. Any existing fence on the applicant's property that is visible from a neighbor's property or from a 

street must be removed by the applicant as a condition of the grant of a permit for the erection of a 

new or replacement fence, provided the new or replacement fence is located in the same yard as the 

existing fence and approximately parallel to, and in proximity with, the existing fence. The Town 

Council may grant an exception from this provision for good cause.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-707, of 

the 1989 Code)] 
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§ 112-31. Fences on corner lots.  

The following apply to fences on corner lots:  

A. No new or replacement wallfence shall be permittedplaced or constructed within 39 feet three feet 

of a Town sidewalk, measured from the edge of sidewalk closest to the property.  

B. Any new or replacement fence shall be no more than 6 1/2 feet in height, measured from the ground 

immediately under the fence.  

C. Any new or replacement fence placed or constructed within 39 feet of the inside front curbline in a 

front yard or within 2920 feet of the inside side curbline in a side yard shall be 42 inches or less in 

height, measured from the ground immediately under the fence, and shall be at least 50% open 

when viewed from straight ahead, with solid parts being evenly distributed throughout and no solid 

part being greater than four inches in width, with the exception of brick fence posts, which may be 

up to 12 inches in width. . This section shall not apply to building walls or to retaining walls neces-

sary to retain existing earth, only to the extent of the height of the earth to be retained.  

§ 112-35. Requirements for fences on interior lots.  
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D. Any new or replacement fence placed or constructed between 20 feet and 29 feet of the inside side 

curbline in a side yard shall be five feet or less in height, measured from the ground immediately 

under the fence, and shall be at least 50% open, with solid parts being evenly distributed throughout 

and no solid part being greater than four inches in width, with the exception of brick fence posts, 

which may be up to 12 inches in width; or.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-

1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-709, of the 1989 Code)] 

A. C. On corner lots, anyNo new or replacement fence placedwall shall be permitted within 39 

feet of the inside front curbline in a front yard, or within 29 feet of the inside side curbline in a side 

yard. 

B. No new or replacement wall shall be constructed in a location other than those described in Subsec-

tions A and B shall be no more than 6 1/2 feet in height, measured from the ground immediately 

under the fencewall.  

DC. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no new or replacement fence shall be placed within three feet of a 

Town sidewalkthis section shall not apply to building walls or retaining walls necessary to retain 

existing earth, only to the extent of the height of the earth to be retained.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-707, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-3733. Permit application form.  

A. Duty of Mayor to prepare application form. The Mayor shall prepare an application form for a per-

mit to be issued pursuant to this Part 3.  

B. Completed application required. ANo fence permit or wall permit shall be issued only if in the ab-

sence of a completed application has been provided..  

C. County permit required. No fence permit or wall permit shall be issued in the absence of a valid 

fence permit or wall permit issued by Montgomery County (if required by Montgomery County) for 

the identical work that is the subject of the Town permit.  

D. Signing of application. The permit application shall be signed by all of the owners of record  of the 

site upon which the fence or wall is to be placed or constructed, or by his their authorized agents. If 

a person other than the owner of the site makes the application, it shall be accompanied by a written 

statement of the owner that the owner authorizes the proposed work and that the applicant is author-

ized to make such application.  

DE. Required information. The permit application shall be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer and shall 

contain the following information, in addition to other information that may be requested by the 

Mayor or Town Council:  

(1) The street address of the site upon which the fence or wall is to be placed or constructed or 

the and legal description, if no address; (lot number);  

(2) The full name and address of each owner of the property upon which the fence or wall is to 

be placed or constructed;;  
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(3) A plan or drawing showing the location of the fence or wall in relation to the entire property, 

and showing the location of adjacent public streets and sidewalks, and the public right-of-

way;  

(4) A description of the fence or wall to be placed or constructed, including design, height, width 

of wall, width of solid parts offence, and, for fences, the percentage of openness when viewed 

from straight ahead;  

(5) A specific description of the materials of which such fence or wall shall consist;  

(6) A(6) A description of any existing fence or wall on the applicant's property that is to 

be removed in connection with the placement and construction of the new or replacement 

fence or wall;  

(7) If applicable, a copy of the Historic Preservation Commission work permit approving the 

identical fence or wall for which the applicant seeks a Fence or Wall Permit, if such permis-

sion is required.fence or wall permit;  

(7) Signature of occupant of each property in and outside of Somerset whose property is adjacent 

to the proposed fence or wall indicating that the neighbor has seen the plans for the proposed 

fence or wall.   

(8) The names and addresses of all owners of record of the properties in the Town of Somerset 

that are adjacent to the yard containing the proposed fence or wall, and of the occupants of 

said property if the owners of record are not the occupants, and a certification by the appli-

cant that he provided each such person a reasonable opportunity to inspect the specifications, 

plans, surveys and all other documents to be filed with the application; and 

E(9) A copy of the relevant permit issued by Montgomery County, if required by Montgomery 

County.  

F. Available to public. The application and all accompanying documents shall be available for public 

inspection at the Town Hall.  

FG. Fee. A $75 Fencefence or wall permit fee shall accompany the application.  

GH. Deposit. To cover possible damage to Town property, a deposit in the form of a check or bond in 

the amount of $1,000 shall accompany an application for a permit for wall placement or construc-

tion. No deposit is required to accompany an application for a permit for fence placement or con-

struction. This deposit shall be managed by the Clerk-Treasurer in the manner set forth in § 112-13 

of this chapter.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 9-02, eff. 7-10-

2002; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 10-07, eff. 9-12-2007; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; 

Ord. No. 5-11, eff. 9-9-2011; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) 

(formerly Ch. 6, § 6-710, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-3834. Mayor's request for additional information.  

The Mayor, in his discretion, may require such additional documents to accompany the permit applica-

tion such as:  

A. A drawing of the fence or wall viewed from the public street; and  
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B. A photograph or sketch of a representative segment of the outside of a fence or wall identical to or 

as similar as possible in design and materials to the one to be placed or constructed.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-711, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-35. Decision on permit.  

The Mayor shall examine the application for the permit for placement or construction of a fence or wall 

under this Part 3 and the accompanying documents. If the Mayor is satisfied that the proposed fence or 

wall complies with the criteria for permits under this Part 3, he shall issue a permit for such fence or wall 

as soon as is practicable. If the application does not conform to the requirements of this Part 3, the Mayor 

shall disapprove such application in writing, stating the reasons for such disapproval. The Mayor shall act 

on a permit application within 30 days after its submission.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-

1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-712, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-4036. Criteria for decision.  

The Mayor shall consider, in approvingonly issue a fence permit or disapproving an application for a 

Fence or Wall Permit, such factors as:wall permit if:  

A. Whether theThe permit application is complete and;  

B. The proposed fence or wall conforms to the requirements of this Part 3;  

B. Whether theC. The Historic Preservation Commission has approved the proposal, if applicable; 

and  

C. Whether theD. The proposed work complies with all other applicable Town Code provisions of 

the Town Code, county, state and federal laws.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-713, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-4137. Exceptions granted by Town Council.  

A. Upon the application of anAn owner or his authorized agent may apply for an exception to the re-

quirements of this Part 3. Subject to consideration of the open streetscape purposes of this Part 3, 

the Town Council may grant an exception to the requirements of this Part 3 under one or more of 

the following circumstances:  

(1) In anya case of unnecessary hardship specific to that property; or  

(2) For 

(2) In the case of a replacement to an existing fence or wall in the same location that was either 

built as an architectural feature of a house, or approved by the Town Council in connection 

with a building permit under this Chapter 112, provided that the replacement is of comparable 

design, materials, and finish;  

(3) In the case of a new or replacement fence to be placed or constructed in a front yard fences up 

to four feet high and up, the Council may approve a fence that is:  

(a) Up to 48 inches in height measured from the ground immediately under the fence;  
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(b) Up to 65% closed and with solid parts up to six inches in width, if they will otherwise 

meet the open streetscape purposes of this article and will not be closer thanwhen 

viewed from straight ahead; or 

(c) At least three feet from a Town sidewalk; or measured from the edge of the sidewalk 

closest to the property.  

(3) For fences in the side/back yards of corner lots of up to 5 1/2 feet high and up to 65% closed 

and with solid parts up to six inches in width, if they will otherwise meet the open streetscape 

purposes of this article, will be suitably obscured from the public street by plantings, and will 

not be closer than five feet from a Town sidewalk. In determining whether the proposed fence 

will be suitably obscured from the public street, the Council shall consider the type, location, 

and density of proposed plantings; the degree to which the fence and plantings will be in 

harmony with neighboring properties; and a landscape plan, if the owner submits one; or  

(4) In the case of a new or replacement fence to be placed or constructed in a street side yard of a 

corner lot, the Council may approve a fence that is:  

(a) Up to 78 inches in height measured from the ground immediately under the fence;  

(b) Up to 65% closed when viewed from straight ahead; or 

(c) At least five feet from a Town sidewalk measured from the edge of the sidewalk closest 

to the property.  

(5) In the case of proposed fence building materials other than those specified in § 112-32, ifthis 

Part 3, provided that the fencebuilding materials are in harmonycompatible with the neigh-

boring properties and; or  

(6) In the case of a fence willor wall that does not otherwise meet the open streetscape purposes 

of this articlerequirements of this Part 3, construction of which is necessary for abatement of 

noise from a generator.  

B. In addition to the information and material specified in §§ 112-33 and 112-34, the Council may re-

quest any further information necessary for it to reach a decision.  

C. The Mayor shall prepare, upon the approval of the Council, the necessary forms to implement this 

section.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-714, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-42. Procedures for decision on permit for fence or wall placement or construction.38. Per-

mit conditions; appeals.  

The procedures and other requirements set forth in the following provisions of the Town Code relating 

to building and tree permits shall be applicable to a permit an exception for fence or wall placement or 

construction pursuant to this article:  

(1) Time for completing work. Any permit issued for a permit, exceptfence or a wall shall be-

come invalid if the authorized work is not commenced within six months from the date of ap-

proval or is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months; provided, however, that the 

referenceMayor, for good cause shown, may extend a permit for an additional six months and may re-

quire payment of a fee in the amount set by a resolution of the Council.  
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(2) Duration of permit. A fence or wall permit shall be valid for the date requested but not more 

than a one-year period. The Mayor, upon written request, for good cause shown, may grant a 

permit for a longer time, or may grant an extension of time of six months for an existing per-

mit, and may require payment of a fee in the amount set by a resolution of the Council.  

(3) Signature on permit. The Mayor shall sign each permit issued.  

(4) Location of permit and plans. The permit or a true copy of it and a copy of all plans and other 

documents submitted with the permit shall be kept on the site of the property and shall be 

available for inspection by officials of the Town, in the course of their duties, during the en-

tire time that the work is in progress and until its completion.  

(5) Compliance with permit. All work shall conform to the Town Council in § 112-10A and B 

shall referapproved application and plans for which the permit has been issued.  

(6) Stop-work order. Whenever the Mayor determines that actions are being taken in violation of 

the provisions of this Part 3, including actions outside the scope or contrary to the Mayor;a 

permit validly issued, he may order such work to be stopped immediately. The stop-work or-

der shall be issued in writing by the Mayor and served upon the owner of the property or the 

owner's agent or the person doing the work. It shall be unlawful for any person to continue or 

permit the continuation of work in or about the property after having been served with the 

stop-work order. The permit holder may appeal such order to the Town Council which, upon 

request, shall hold a hearing within 14 days pursuant to the procedures set forth in Subsection 

C below.  

B. Section 112-14, regarding modification of plans (7) Revocation of fence or specifications, 

exceptwall permit.  

(a) The Mayor may revoke a fence or wall permit in the case of a Fence or Wall Permit, it 

shall mean modificationsany material false statements or misrepresentations of the in-

formation containedfact in the application and accompanying documents as to design, 

location, height, widthor on the plans on which the permit was based or in case of wall, 

widthviolation of solid parts of fence, openness, and appearanceany of the fence or 

wall;conditions upon which the permit was issued.  

C. (b) The Mayor may revoke a fence or wall permit where work relating to the permit 

has resulted in, or is likely to result in, a violation of Chapter 182, Trees, § 182-10, 

which, as applied to this Part 3, shall authorize appeals.  

(c) The Mayor may revoke a fence or wall permit upon the revocation of the Mayor's deci-

sions under this articlea permit issued by Montgomery County for the identical work 

which is the subject of the Town permit.  

(d) The permit holder may appeal any such revocation to the Town Council; and which, 

upon request, shall hold a hearing within 14 days, pursuant to the procedures set forth 

in Subsection C below.  

D. Section 182-11, which as applied to this article VI of Chapter 6, shall authorize 

(e) Upon revocation, the construction must be removed within 30 days, or such other time 

period as the Mayor may specify.  

B. Modification of approved plans. No person shall modify or alter any plans or specifications after 

they have been submitted and a fence or wall permit issued. Notice of intention to deviate from the 
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approved plans and specifications shall be given in writing to the Mayor, and his written approval 

shall be obtained before such deviation or alteration is made.  

C. Appeal of permit decisions.  

(1) Time of and form for appeal. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Mayor with regard to 

an application for a fence or wall permit may appeal such decision to the Town Council with-

in 30 days. An appeal shall be in writing and shall be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer for 

presentation to the Town Council. The notice of the appeal filed by the appellant shall state 

the decision of the Mayor for which the review is sought and the manner in which the appel-

lant is aggrieved by the decision.  

(2) Hearing before the Town Council. Within 60 days, but not earlier than 10 days, following the 

filing of the appeal, the Town Council shall conduct a fact-finding hearing on such appeal, af-

ter giving at least 10 days' notice of such hearing to the appellant (and to the applicant if the 

applicant is not the appellant) and to all owners or occupants of property which adjoins or 

confronts the property on which is located the fence or wall which is the subject of the appli-

cation.  

(3) Decision. The decision of the Town Council, by a majority vote of those members present at 

the hearing on said appeal, shall be rendered within 40 days of the date of the hearing. The 

decision shall be in writing and shall state the Council's findings of fact and conclusions of 

law. The decision of the Council shall become final unless a judicial review of Town Council 

decisionsappeal is taken as hereinafter set forth within 30 days.  

D. Judicial review. Any person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Town Council with regard to an 

application for a fence or wall permit shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Town Coun-

cil to the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland; and under the provisions of Title 7, 

Chapter 200, of the Maryland Rules of Procedure. In any judicial proceeding under this section, the 

findings of the Town Council as to the facts, if supported by the evidence and in the absence of 

fraud, shall be conclusive, and the jurisdiction of said court shall be confined to questions of law.  

E. Section 112-13 shall apply to this Part 3 to provide the procedure for and judicial review of Town 

Council decisions for exceptions provided for in § 112-37 above. In addition, the Town Council 

shall conduct the required fact-finding hearing within 60 days following the filing of the exception 

application, after giving at least 10 days' notice of such hearing to the applicant and to all owners or 

occupants of property which adjoins or confronts the property which is subject to the exception ap-

plication.  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 7-92, eff. 7-28-

1992; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-715, of the 1989 Code)] 

Nothing in this Part 3 shall be construed to make unlawful nonconforming fences or walls placed or 

constructed prior to April 29, 1991, and not changed, replaced, modified or repaired so as to constitute a 

replacement fence or wall. .  

[Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; amended by Ord. No. 3-91, eff. 5-7-1991; Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-

2003; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-716, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

Part 4 

Dumpsters  

ARTICLE IX 
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Permit Requirements and Restrictions  

§ 112-40. Definitions.  

As used in this Part 4, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

DUMPSTER — A large bin designed or used to store construction and/or demolition debris awaiting 

transportation to a disposal site, including, but not limited to, detached wheeled trailers.  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, §6-903(a), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-41. Permit required.  

No person shall place or maintain a dumpster within the Town without obtaining a permit from the 

Mayor.  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, §6-903(b), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-42. Required findings; location restrictions.  

The Mayor may grant a permit if the Mayor finds that the dumpster will not impede traffic, will not ad-

versely affect the public health, safety or welfare, will not have significant adverse effects on neighboring 

property, and will be in the public interest. No dumpster shall be placed in the public right-of-way.  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(c), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-43. Fee and deposit.  

The fee Each applicant for a dumpster permit is $75. To covershall pay the fee established by a resolu-

tion of the Town Council, and shall submit with the permit application a deposit in the amount set by res-

olution of the Town Council. Such deposit, or so much of it as may be necessary, shall be used or applied 

to restore or repair any possible damage to Town property, a deposit in the form of a check or bond in the 

amount of $1,000 is required for a dumpster permit..  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(d), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-44. Permit conditions.  

The Mayor may set such additional terms or restrictions as the Mayor deems necessary to protect the 

public health, safety or welfare.  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(e), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-45. Duration of permit.  

A. Duration if associationed with a building permit. A permit for placement of a dumpster that is for 

use in building demolition or construction activity allowed under a Town building permit shall be 

valid as long as the related Town building permit is valid. If the Council approves an extension of a building permit, the Mayor may also authorize an extension of the related dumpster permit, with such conditions as the Mayor may deem necessary. In addition to making the findings in § 112-46, the Mayor may only grant an extension if the Mayor finds that the applicant has good cause for requesting an extension.  

B. Duration if not associated with a building permit. A permit for placement of a dumpster that is not 

for use in building demolition or construction activity allowed under a Town building permit shall 
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be valid for up to 30 days. The Mayor may authorize an extension of such a dumpster permit for up 

to 30 days, with such conditions as the Mayor may deem necessary. In addition to making the find-

ings in § 112-42, the Mayor may only grant an extension if the Mayor finds that the applicant has 

good cause for requesting an extension.  

[Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; amended by Ord. No. 6-03, eff. 8-13-2003; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(f) and (g), of the 1989 Code)] 

Part 5 

Portable Storage Units  

ARTICLE X 

Permit Requirements and Restrictions  

§ 112-46. Definitions.  

As used in this Part 5, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

PORTABLE STORAGE UNIT — A container, designed or used for the outdoor storage of personal 

property, which is movable and is typically rented to owners or occupants of a property for their tempo-

rary use.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(a), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-47. Permit required.  

No person shall place or maintain a portable storage unit in the Town without obtaining a permit from 

the Mayor.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(b), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-48. Required findings; location restrictions.  

A. The Mayor may grant a permit for a portable storage unit on private property if:  

A.(1) The Mayor finds that the portable storage unit will not have significant adverse effects on 

neighboring property and will not adversely affect the public health, safety or welfare,; and  

B.(2) The Mayor finds that the applicant has demonstrated that denial would cause the applicant 

undue hardship, or that the applicant has demonstrated other good cause.  

B. No portable storage unit shall be placed in the public right-of-way.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(c), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-49. Fee and deposit.  

The fee Each applicant for a portable storage unit permit is $75. To covershall pay the fee established by 

a resolution of the Town Council, and shall submit with the permit application a deposit in the amount set 

by resolution of the Town Council. Such deposit, or so much of it as may be necessary, shall be used or 

applied to restore or repair any possible damage to Town property, a deposit in the form of a check or 

bond in the amount of $1,000 is required for a portable storage unit permit..  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(d), of the 1989 Code)] 
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§ 112-50. Permit conditions.  

The Mayor may set such additional terms or restrictions as the Mayor deems necessary to protect the 

public health, safety or welfare.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(e), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-51. Duration of permit.  

A. A permit for placement of a portable storage unit shall be for a term of up to 30 days.  

B. A permit for placement of a portable storage unit that is for use in building demolition or construc-

tion activity allowed under a Town building permit shall be valid as long as the related Town build-

ing permit is valid.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(f), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 112-52. Extension of permit.  

The Mayor may authorize an extension of a portable storage unit permit for up to 30 days, with such 

conditions as the Mayor may deem necessary. In addition to making the findings in § 112-48, the Mayor 

may only grant an extension upon finding that the applicant has demonstrated good cause for an extension 

and that extraordinary circumstances exist which necessitate an extension.  

[Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010 (formerly Ch. 6, § 6-903(g), of the 1989 Code)] 

  



 

 48 07-30-2019 

 

Chapter 118 

CABLE COMMUNICATIONS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

§ 118-1. Changes to County Code. 

A. Sections added. Chapter 8A of the Montgomery County Code (1972), adopted by Chapter 123, 

§ 123-1, of this Town Code, is hereby amended by adding the following additional sections:  

(1) Section 8A-3(u):: "Town" means the Town of Somerset, Maryland, an incorporated munici-

pality. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, the corporate limits of the 

Town of Somerset shall be included with the geographical areas of the county to which this 

law applies.  

(2) Section 8A-109(j): Approval by Town of Somerset. Whenever in this section the approval of 

the county is required, a franchisee shall also be required to obtain the approval of the Town 

of Somerset, which approval shall not unreasonably be withheld.  

B. Sections amended. Chapter 8A of the Montgomery County Code (1984), adopted by Chapter 123, 

§ 123-1, of this Town Code, is hereby amended as follows:  

(1) Section 8A-6(h):10: Indemnity. A franchisee shall, at its sole cost and expense, indemnify, 

hold harmless, and defend the county (including the Town of Somerset), its officials, boards, 

commissions, agents and employees against any and all claims, suits, causes of action, pro-

ceedings, and judgments for damage arising out of construction, maintenance, or operation of 

the cable communication system under the franchise. These damages shall include but not be 

limited to penalties arising out of copyright infringements and damages arising out of any 

failure by the franchisee to secure consents from the owners, authorized distributors or licen-

sees of programs to be delivered by cable communications system, whether or not any act or 

omission complained of is authorized, allowed, or prohibited by the franchise.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, effective 7-15-1991; at time of adop-

tion of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 118-2. Adoption of existing county regulations.  

All executive regulations now adopted by the County Executive for Montgomery County pursuant to the 

authority contained in Chapter 8A of the Montgomery County Code (1984) are hereby incorporated by 

reference and deemed to be effective within the Town of Somerset.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, effective 

7-15-1991 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-102, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 118-3. Adoption of future county regulations.  

All regulations or amendments to regulations hereafter adopted by the County Executive for Montgom-

ery County pursuant to the authority contained in Chapter 8A of the Montgomery County Code (1984) 

shall become effective within the Town to the extent not disapproved by the Town Council by ordinance.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-1991 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-

103, of the 1989 Code)] 



 

 49 07-30-2019 

§ 118-4. Enforcement; scope of county franchises.  

Montgomery County, Maryland, is hereby requested and authorized to administer and enforce the provi-

sions of this chapter, and any franchise granted by the County Council for Montgomery County, Mary-

land, will be effective within the corporate limits of the Town as fully and to the same extent as if granted 

by the Town.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-1991 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-

104, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 118-5. Compliance with other laws.  

Nothing herein contained shall in any way be construed as exempting the franchisee from compliance 

with any other applicable ordinance of the Town of Somerset now or hereafter enacted.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-1991 (formerly Ch. 11, § 11-

105, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 123 

COUNTY LEGISLATION 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

§ 123-1. County laws applicable.  

The Town is hereby exempt from all legislation heretofore or hereafter enacted by Montgomery County, 

Maryland, except for the Chapterschapters of the Montgomery County Code listed below. Any amend-

ment by the County to such chapters shall become effective within the Town to the extent not disap-

proved by the Town Council by ordinance. Any repeal by the County of any provision(s) of any chapter 

listed below or listed in § 123-2 of this chapter shall be effective to repeal such provision(s) within the 

Town unless an ordinance shall have been adopted by the Town Council expressly enacting such repealed 

provision(s).  

 Chapter   Subject Matter   Notes  

 Chapter 3   Air Quality Control    

 Chapter 3A   Alarms    

 Chapter 5   Animal Control   As modified by Somerset Code 

Chapter 105 of the Town Code  

 Chapter 5A   Arts and Humanities    

 Chapter 7   Bicycles    

 Chapter 8   Buildings   As modified and supplemented by 

Chapter 112 of thisthe Town Code.  

 Chapter 8A   Cable Communications   As modified and supplemented by 

Somerset Code Chapter 118 of the 

Town Code  

 Chapter 11   Consumer Protection    

 Chapter 11A   Condominiums    

 Chapter 17   Electricity    

 Chapter 18   Elm Disease    

 Chapter 19   Erosion, Sediment Control and Stormwater 

Management  

  

 Chapter 21   Fire and Rescue Services    

 Chapter 22   Fire Safety Code    

 Chapter 22A   Forest Conservation    

 Chapter 23A   Group Homes    

 Chapter 26   Housing and Building Maintenance Stand-

ards  

  

 Chapter 27   Human Rights and Civil Liberties    

 Chapter 29   Landlord-Tenant Relations    

 Chapter 30A   Montgomery County Municipal Revenue 

Program  

  

 Chapter 31   Motor Vehicles and Traffic   To the extent provided in § 195-9 

of thisthe Town Code  

 Chapter 31B   Noise Control   As modified and supplemented by 

Chapter 140 of the Somerset Town 

Code  
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 Chapter   Subject Matter   Notes  

 Chapter 31C   New Home Warranty and Builder Licensing    

 Chapter 32, 

§ 32-12A  

 Graffiti    

 Chapter 32, 

§§ 32-13 

through 32-17, 

inclusive  

 Loitering    

 Chapter 32, 

§ 32-19A  

 Harassment    

 Chapter 32, 

§ 32-20  

 Stalking    

 Chapter 34   Plumbing and Gas Fitting    

 Chapter 36   Pond Safety    

 Chapter 37   Public Welfare    

 Chapter 40   Real Property    

 Chapter 41A   Rental Assistance    

 Chapter 44A   Secondhand Personal Property    

 Chapter 47   Vendors    

 Chapter 49, 

§ 49-16  

 Covered loads    

 Chapter 49, 

§§ 49-25 to 49-

44  

 Road Design and Construction Code    

 Chapter 57   Weapons    

 Chapter 59, Sec. 

6.4.3.C.3  

 Walls or fences   As modified and supplemented by 

Chapter 112, Part 3, of the Town 

Code  

 Chapter 59, Di-

vision 6.7  

 Signs    

  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 6-84, eff. 12-3-1984; Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-

1986; Ord. No. 3-86, eff. 6-22-1986; Ord. No. 2-88, eff. 3-1-1988; Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. 

No. 6-89, eff. 9-26-1989; Ord. No. 5-90, eff. 4-23-1990; Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; Ord. No. 2-91, 

eff. 4-9-1991; Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; Ord. No. 7-93, eff. 9-8-1993; Ord. No. 6-94, eff. 8-21-

1994; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 10, § 10-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 123-2. Other applicable laws.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 123-1, the following additional county legislation shall apply within 

the Town of Somerset:  

A. Board of Health legislation.: Llegislation enacted by the Montgomery County Council sitting as a 

Board of Health for Montgomery County. As of the effective date of this chapter, the following leg-

islation enacted by the Montgomery County Council sitting as a Board of Health applies within the 

Town of Somerset:  



 

 52 07-30-2019 

 Chapter  Subject Matter  

Chapter 2, Division 7   Department of 

Health 

 

 Chapter 10   Group Day-care cen-

ters2, Division 7A  

 Department of Health and Human Services  

 Chapter 15   Eating and Drinking Establishments  

 Chapter 24   Health and Sanitation: Section 24-1 and Sections 

24-4 to 24-8 of Article I; Sections 24-9, 24-10 and 

24-11 of Article II; Article III, Health Planning; Ar-

ticle IV, Mental Health; Article V, Local Alcohol-

ism Alcohol and Other Drug Advisory Council; and 

Article VI, Local Drug Abuse Advisory Council  

 Chapter 25   Hospitals, Sanitariums, Nursing and Care Homes  

 Chapter 27A   Individual Water Supply and Sewage Disposal Fa-

cilities  

 Chapter 39   Rat Control  

 Chapter 44, Article III   Private Schools and Recreational Camps  

 Chapter 46   Slaughterhouses  

 Chapter 51   Swimming Pools  

 Chapter 51A   Tanning Facilities  

  

B. Tax and revenue legislation.: Aany Montgomery County law or regulation involving Ccounty reve-

nue or taxation enacted pursuant to the provisions of the Tax-Property Article 81 of the Annotated 

Code of Maryland, 1957as amended, or legislation adopting the county budget.  

C. Laws enacted by General Assembly.: Aany law enacted by the General Assembly which so pro-

vides.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 6-84, eff. 12-3-1984; Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-

1991; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 10, § 10-102, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 123-3. Enforcement by county.  

A. Nothing contained in this chapter shall limit or otherwise affect the Town's authority to request en-

forcement of Town legislation by Montgomery County and to enter into agreements providing for 

such enforcement.  

B. Except for those laws that are hereby exempted, the county is hereby requested to enforce all other 

provisions of the Montgomery County Code.  

[Ord. No. 6-81, eff. 11-23-1981; amended by Ord. No. 6-84, eff. 12-3-1984; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 10, § 10-103, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 140 

NOISE 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

Adoption of County Noise Control Ordinance.  

A.   

§ 140-1. Definitions.  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES — Temporary activities directly associated with site preparation, as-

sembly, erection, repair, alteration, renovation, construction, or demolition of improvements, or other 

similar activities, including, but not limited to, moving heavy equipment, delivering materials, loading or 

unloading/operating equipment with audible "back-up" warning devices, or allowing engines to idle.  

HOLIDAYS — Public holidays for federal employees as established by federal law 5 U.S.C. § 6103.  

LAWN MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES — Any and all activities or tasks associated with the care or 

maintenance of a lawn, garden, flower bed, tree or other landscaping.  

POWER EQUIPMENT — Motorized equipment such as a lawn mower, chainsaw, leaf blower or other 

similar equipment utilized to perform lawn maintenance activities.  

[Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-

1991; Res. No. 7-97, eff. 11-4-1997; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; Ord. No. 1-05, eff. 2-9-2005; Ord. 

No. 6-2012; eff. 6-20-2012 (Ch. 11, § 11-302(a), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 140-2. Construction activities.  

A. Weekdays (non-holidays). - nNo construction activities shall commence prior to 7:00 a.m. on 

weekdays, and all construction activities shall end no later than 7:00 p.m.;.  

B. Saturdays - no. No construction activities shall commence prior to 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and all 

construction activities shall end no later than 7:00 p.m.;.  

C. Sundays. - cConstruction activities are prohibited on Sundays unless itthe activity is interior work that 

cannot be heard by neighbors; and.  

D. Holidays. - cConstruction activities on a holiday weekday or a holiday Saturday are limited to the 

hours of 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.., on holiday Saturdays are limited as set forth in Subsection B, and 

on holiday Sundays are limited as set forth in Subsection C.  

[Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-

1991; Res. No. 7-97, eff. 11-4-1997; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; Ord. No. 1-05, eff. 2-9-2005; Ord. 

No. 6-2012; eff. 6-20-2012; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (Ch. 

11, § 11-302(b), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 140-3. Lawn maintenance activities.  
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A. Lawn maintenance activities that involve the use of power equipment are permitted on non-holiday 

weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., with the sole exception that lawn mainte-

nance work that involves the use of power equipment is also permitted on non-holiday weekdays 

between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. if only one piece of power equipment is used; and.  

B. Lawn maintenance activities that involve the use of power equipment are permitted on weekends 

and holidays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

[Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-

1991; Res. No. 7-97, eff. 11-4-1997; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; Ord. No. 1-05, eff. 2-9-2005; Ord. 

No. 6-2012; eff. 6-20-2012 (Ch. 11, § 11-302(c), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 140-4. Exception for snow removal equipment.  

The above requirements shall not be construed to apply to the use of any snow removal equipment.  

[Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-

1991; Res. No. 7-97, eff. 11-4-1997; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-2004; Ord. No. 1-05, eff. 2-9-2005; Ord. 

No. 6-2012; eff. 6-20-2012 (Ch. 11, § 11-302(d), of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 140- 5. Violations and penalties.   

A. A violation of this article may be enforced by Montgomery County, or by the Town as a municipal 

infraction in accordance with Chapter 1, Article Article III, of this Code  

[Ord. No. 2-86, eff. 5-5-1986; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 1-04, eff. 6-9-

2004; Ord. No. 1-05, eff. 2-9-2005; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (Ch. 11, § 11-303, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 149 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.10]  

ARTICLE I 

Designation of Town Parks  

§ 149-1. Properties designated as Town parks. 

The following properties owned by the Town of Somerset are hereby designated as Town parks:  

A. Founders Park. A rectangular piece of land on the north side of Dorset Avenue; one corner of the 

rectangle is located on the northwest corner of Dorset Avenue and Surrey Street and the rectangle 

extends 30 feet north and 115 feet west.  

B. Vinton Park. All Town property south of Dorset Avenue, generally running in a southwesterly di-

rection on either side of Little Falls Branch from the point where the Branch enters the Town at 

Wisconsin Avenue south of Dorset Avenue, to Trent Street between 5403 and 5411.  

C. Capello Park. Bounded on the east by Wisconsin Avenue, on the north by Cumberland Avenue, on 

the west by the Somerset Town Hall fence and the east lot line of 4507 Dorset Avenue, and on the 

south by Dorset Avenue and the north lot lines of 4507-4511 Dorset Avenue.  

D. Somerset Tennis Courts. Bounded on the east by the Somerset Town Hall, on the north by Cumber-

land Avenue, on the west by the east lot line of 4518 Cumberland Avenue, and on the south by the 

north lot lines of 4519, 4521, and 4523 Dorset Avenue.  

E. Somerset Swimming Pool. Includes the swimming pool, the wading pool, the associated bathhouse, 

and the grounds within the fence. The Somerset Swimming Pool is surrounded entirely by Vinton 

Park.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 2-06, eff. 3-15-

2006 (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE II 

Park Regulations  

§ 149-2. Unlawful acts.  

It shall be unlawful for any person, without approval of the MayorTown Council, to engage in the fol-

lowing in any Town park:  

A. To indulge in riotous, boisterous, threatening, or indecent conduct, or abusive or threatening lan-

guage.  

B. To catch, injure, destroy, or interfere in any way with animal life.  

                                                   
10 Editor's Note: The following sections of the 1989 Code, which were formerly included in this chapter, were re-

pealed at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I): § 5-302, Maximum Number of Pool Us-

ers; § 5-303, Swimming Pool Committee; § 5-304, Swim Team; § 5-901, Parks and Natural Resources Committee. 
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C. To carry or consume any drug or controlled substance the possession or consumption of which is 

illegal under federal or state law.  

D. To carry or consume any alcoholic beverage except on occasions for which the Town Council has 

granted permission..  

E. To cut or remove any wood, turf, grass, soil, rock, sand, or gravel; but this does not prohibit the 

removal of leaf compost or leaf mulch from piles thereof designated for this purpose.  

F. To post, place, or erect any bill, notice, paper or advertising device or matter of any kind.  

G. To make or kindle a fire for any purpose.  

H. To camp.  

I. To climb in any tree.  

J. To sell, or offer for sale, any merchandise, article or thing whatsoever; but this does not prohibit the 

sale of articles by the Swim Team or by other nonprofit organizations on the grounds of the Somer-

set Swimming Pool, if authorized by the Town Council or the Mayor..  

K. To practice, carry on, conduct or solicit for any trade, occupation, business or profession.  

L. To operate an automobile, motorcycle, motorbike, go-cart, or other motor vehicle in any area ex-

cept the paved park streets or parking areas.  

M. To park a vehicle anywhere except in a designated parking area.  

N. To repair or wash a vehicle.  

O. To ride a bicycle on other than a paved vehicular road or path designated for that purpose.  

P. To enter in an unauthorized manner or to trespass into the fenced pool area or bathhouse.  

Q. To dump wood, brush, leaves, grass, construction materials or refuse of any kind in any Town park 

or on any Town property unless authorized by the Mayor.  

R. To loiter in any Town park or any other Town property -, with the exception of the Somerset 

Swimming Pool and Bathhouse during pool operating hours -, which are between sunset and sun-

rise.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 9-92, eff. 9-30-

1992; Ord. No. 13-92, eff. 11-23-1992; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE III 

§ 149-3. In general.  

Swimming Pool Committee  

§ 149-3. Discharge of water.  

A. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

DEVICE — Any artificially created or constructed mechanism, including a pipe, tank, culvert, ditch, 

and channel, for the concentration or conveyance of water.  

ONE-HUNDRED-YEAR STORM — A storm of such intensity that it is anticipated to occur on the av-

erage of once every 100 years, as set forth in terms of intensity, in official publications or regulations of 
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the Montgomery County Department of Transportation or Department of Environmental Protection. If the 

official publications or regulations of the county set forth differing intensities, the highest intensity shall 

govern.  

TEN-YEAR STORM — A storm of such intensity that it is anticipated to occur on the average of once 

every 10 years, as set forth in terms of intensity, in official publications or regulations of the Montgomery 

County Department of Transportation or Department of Environmental Protection. If the official publica-

tions or regulations of the county set forth differing intensities, the highest intensity shall govern.  

B. Permit required for discharge of water into Town park.  

A.(1) Except pursuant to a valid permit issued under this section, no person, through any device, 

shall discharge or cause to be discharged, within 500 feet of a Town park, water onto or into 

the ground at a rate of more than 0.50 cubic foot per second.  

B.(2) In determining the amount of the water to be discharged, the peak discharge that would be an-

ticipated to be generated by a ten-year storm shall be utilized.  

C.(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the Town Council may issue to an appli-

cant a waiver from the requirements of this section, after notice and public hearing, upon 

finding that although the water discharge is within 500 feet of a Town park, no water from 

that discharge, generated by a ten-year storm, is likely to flow into a Town park.  

C. Permit to discharge water into Town park — procedures. An applicant for a permit to discharge 

water into a Town park shall file a written request for such permit with the Clerk-Treasurer, and the 

request shall be accompanied by a $100an application fee set by the Town Council. Such request 

shall also be accompanied by a plan for the discharge of water into a Town park. Such plan shall 

contain the following information, as well as any other information that may be reasonably request-

ed by the Town:  

A.(1) The quantity of water to be discharged;  

B.(2) The location of the point of discharge;  

C.(3) The anticipated course of water through the Town park;  

D.(4) The source of water to be discharged;  

E.(5) The water quality of the water to be discharged;  

F.(6) The frequency with which the water is to be discharged;  

G.(7) Mechanisms for managing the water in the Town parks, including design of such mecha-

nisms, costs of construction and maintenance, parties responsible for such costs;  

H.(8) The anticipated effect of the water in the Town parks, including erosion, stream water quality, 

effect on trees and other vegetation, and effect on improvements in the Town park; and  

I.(9) Whether any permit or other approval is required from county, state or federal governments, 

and, if so, whether such permit or approval has been obtained, relating to the concentration, 

conveyance, or discharge of the water that is the subject of the application to the Town for a 

permit.  

Permit to discharge water into Town park —  

D. Town action on permit.  
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A.(1) The Town Council, after notice to the applicant and a public hearing, shall act upon the re-

quest for a permit.  

B.(2) The Town Council may grant the permit only upon a finding that the proposed discharge 

would not have an undue adverse effect upon a Town park.  

C.(3) In determining whether the proposed discharge would have an undue adverse effect on a 

Town park, the Town Council shall consider and shall make findings as to the effect on the 

Town park in terms of:  

(1a) Erosion;  

(2b) Water quality of Town streams;  

(3c) Damage to trees and other vegetation;  

(4d) Odor;  

(5e) Aesthetics;  

(6f) Damage to improvements;  

(7g) Interference with the use and enjoyment of the Town park and its improvements; and  

(8h) Costs of implementing and maintaining control of the discharged water.  

D.(4) The Town Council may consider any other factor which may have a bearing upon the preser-

vation and protection of a Town park.  

E. Permit conditions and amendments.  

A.(1) The Town Council may grant a permit subject to reasonable conditions to effectuate the pur-

poses of this section. Such conditions may include, among others, a requirement that the per-

mit holder enter into an agreement binding upon his or its heirs, successors and assigns, to be 

liable for, administer and maintain, including all costs, the plan and mechanisms for manag-

ing the water in the Town park. In determining the adequacy of the plan and the mechanisms 

for managing the water in the Town park, the Town Council may consider the amount of wa-

ter anticipated to be discharged during a one hundred-year storm.  

B.(2) Any permit issued pursuant to this section, and the conditions upon which it is based, upon 

notice to the holder and hearing, may be amended by the Town Council to better effectuate 

the purposes of this section.  

C.(3) No permit shall be issued unless the applicant has obtained all required permits or other ap-

provals from county, state, and federal governments relating to the concentration, convey-

ance, or discharge of the water that is the subject of the application to the Town for a permit, 

and the Town permit shall be conditioned upon such county, state, and federal government 

permits or approvals remaining valid.  

Decisions on permit applications.  

F. Hearing and decision on permit application.  

(1)   Hearing. The Town Council shall conduct fact-finding hearings on permit applications. The 

applicant and all interested parties shall be given the opportunity to present evidence and tes-

timony, so long as it is relevant and not repetitive. The hearing shall be conducted so as to af-

ford fundamental fairness to all parties. The technical rules of evidence shall not apply.  
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B.(2) Decision. The decision of the Town Council, by a majority vote of those members present at 

the hearing on the application, shall be rendered within 45 days of the date of the hearing. 

The decision shall be in writing and shall state the Town Council's findings of fact and con-

clusions of law. The decision of the Town Council shall become final unless an appeal is tak-

en as set forth below within 30 days. The decision of the Town Council shall approve the 

permit application, disapprove it, approve it with modifications or approve it with conditions.  

C.(3) Judicial review. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Town Council with regard to an 

application for a permit filed under the provisions of this section and who appeared before the 

Town Council in person, by an attorney, or in writing, shall have the right to appeal the deci-

sion of the Town Council to the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland under the 

provisions of Title 7, Chapter 200, of the Maryland Rules of Procedure. In any judicial pro-

ceeding under this subsection, the findings of the Town Council as to the facts, if supported 

by evidence and in the absence of fraud, shall be conclusive, and the jurisdiction of said court 

shall be confined to questions of law.  

G. Effective date. This section shall apply to water discharge from any device constructed or created 

after March 15, 1988.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 8-93, eff. 10-25-

1993; Ord. No. 5-96, eff. 11-13-1996 amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-601 - § 5-608, of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE VII 

A. Purpose. This section is intended to protect the health, safety and welfare of patrons of Town parks, 

by prohibiting the purchase, sale, transfer, ownership, possession and transportation of certain 

weapons and ammunition in Town parks. The Town has authority to promulgate this section pursu-

ant to the Criminal Law Article 27, Section 36H of the Maryland Annotated Code of Maryland, 

§ 4-209, as amended.  

B. Prohibited activities. It shall be unlawful for any person to purchase, sell, transfer, own, possess, 

transport or discharge in any Town park any of the following weapons and ammunition:  

A. Handgun(1) Handguns, as defined in the Criminal Law Article 27, § 36F(a), Marylandof the 

Annotated Code of Maryland, § 4-201(c), as amended;  

B. Rifle(2) Rifles, as defined in the Criminal Law Article 27, § 36F(a)(2), Marylandof the 

Annotated Code of Maryland, § 4-201(e), as amended;  

C. Shotgun(3) Shotguns, as defined in the Criminal Law Article 27, § 36F(a)(5), Marylandof the 

Annotated Code of Maryland, § 4-201(h), as amended;  

D.(4) Ammunition and components for the above enumerated items.  

C. Exceptions. This section does not apply to law enforcement personnel duly authorized to possess, 

maintain and use any such weapons and ammunition.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-701 - § 5-703, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE III 

Swimming Pool and Tennis Courts  

§ 149-5. Swimming pool.  
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A. Residence requirement. Only residents are eligible for pool access. Exceptions may be made by the 

Town Council on a limited basis under special circumstances.  

B. Use by nonresidents. Nonresidents may use the pool as guests of residents in accordance with the 

swimming pool rules and regulations.  

C. Fees. The Council, by resolution, may set user and guest fees for use of the pool.  

D. Rules and regulations. The Council may adopt rules and regulations governing the operation of the 

pool and the conduct of users and guests and providing for the enforcement of such regulations.  

E. Suspension of privileges. Any suspension of privileges for more than two days may be appealed to 

the Town Council. 

F. Support of swim team. The Mayor and Council may support a swim team program at the Somerset 

Swimming Pool.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended by Ord. No. 5-93, eff. 4-22-1993; Ord. No. 4-17, eff. 9-5-

2017; Ord. No. 1-18, 5-7-2018; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) 

(formerly Ch. 5, § 5-301 of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 149-6. Tennis courts.  

A. Residence requirement. Only residents are eligible for tennis court access. Exceptions may be made 

by the Town Council on a limited basis under special circumstances.  

B. Use by nonresidents. Nonresidents may use the tennis courts as guests of residents in accordance 

with the tennis court rules and regulations.  

C. Fees. The Council, by resolution, may set user and guest fees for use of the tennis courts.  

D. Rules and regulations. The Council may adopt rules and regulations governing the operation of the 

tennis courts and the conduct of users and guests and providing for the enforcement of such regula-

tions.  

E. Suspension of privileges. The Mayor may suspend the privileges of any user who violates the tennis 

court rules. Such suspension may be appealed to the Town Council.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-401 of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 149-7. Determinations of eligibility.  

A. The Mayor is hereby authorized to determine questions of residency, household membership, and 

other bases for eligibility for access to the Somerset swimming pool and the Somerset tennis courts. 

In making determinations of residency, the Mayor shall consider the following factors:  

(1) The intent of the applicant to establish a fixed, present, and permanent residence in the Town;  

(2) A showing of affirmative abandonment of the applicant's previous residence; and  

(3) Any facts which reveal contact with one jurisdiction or the other, which may include, but not 

be limited to: where the applicant is registered to vote; where taxes are paid and any state-

ment on tax returns; ownership of property or binding lease agreement; and where children 

attend school.  

B. The applicant shall have the burden of proving that he is a resident of the Town.  
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C. The decision of the Mayor shall be final, subject to appeal to the Town Council.  

D. Pending a final determination of eligibility for membership, an applicant may not use the facilities 

of the Somerset swimming pool or the Somerset tennis courts. Any unauthorized use of the facili-

ties pending such determination shall be considered a trespass and shall subject the violator to the 

appropriate penalties.  

E. Notwithstanding the foregoing, as used herein, a resident shall not include a tenant under a lease 

with a term of less than 30 days.  

[Ord. No. 5-88, eff. 3-21-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-501 of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE IV 

Penalties and Enforcement  

§ 149-8. Violations and penalties.  

A. Class A misdemeanor offenses.misdemeanors. Any violation of the provisions of § 149-2A, B or C 

or § 149-4 shall constitute a Class A misdemeanor., punishable as set forth in § 1-17 of the Town 

Code.  

B. Class B misdemeanor offenses.misdemeanors. Any violation of § 149-2D shall constitute a Class B 

misdemeanor., punishable as set forth in § 1-17 of the Town Code.  

C. Municipal infractions. See also § 1-18 of the Town Code.  

(1) Any violation of § 149-2E shall be a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of $200 for a 

first offense, and $400 for each repeat offense.  

(2) Any violation of § 149-2F through P and R shall be a municipal infraction punishable by a fi-

ne of $50 for a first offense, and by a fine of $100 for each repeat offense.  

§ 149-24. Violation of Articles III and IV.  

(a) Any violation of § 149-3the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to the provisions of Arti-

cles III and IV of this chapter shall be a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of $50 for each initial 

offense, and by a fine of $100 for each repeat offense.  

B.(b) In addition to any other fine, penalty or remedy, the Town may seek, in a court of com-

petent jurisdiction, to enjoin any violation of this article§ 149-3 and may recover from 

any violator the costs of such action, including attorney's fees.  

C.(c) In addition to any other fine, penalty or remedy, the Town may abate any condition in 

violation of this article§ 149-3 at the violator's expense, including legal fees, and the 

costs of constructing mechanisms for managing water discharge in Town parks.  

D.(d) For failure to comply with the terms of a validly -issued permit, or the conditions upon 

which it is based, and for other good cause, after notice and hearing, the Town Council 

may revoke a permit issued under this article§ 149-3.  

§ 149-26. Violation of Article VII.  

(4) Any other violations of the provisions of this chapter shall be municipal infractions punisha-

ble as set forth in § 1-18 of the Town Code.  
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[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; Ord. No. 9-92, eff. 9-30-

1992; Ord. No. 13-92, eff. 11-23-1992; Ord. No. 2-93, eff. 1-19-1993; Ord. No. 3-93, eff. 2-2-1993; at 

time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 5, § 5-801 - § 5-804, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE IV 
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Chapter 155 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.11]  

 § 155-1. Maintenance of trees and shrubbery near Town sidewalks.  

A. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

LOW-GROWING PLANTS – Grass, ground cover, flowers, and similar plantings maintained at a 

height of 12 inches or less. 

SHRUBBERY — Woody, perennial plants having permanent stems branching from or near the sur-

rounding ground level, any of which havinge a height of 12 inches or more from the ground to the top of 

the plant.  

TREE — A perennial plant having a well-defined permanent, woody, self-supporting main stem or 

trunk, a more or less definite crown, a height at maturity of at least eight feet, and developing branches, as 

it matures, above the surrounding ground level.  

B. Trimming and pruning of shrubbery and trees. Any shrubbery or tree near a Town sidewalk shall be 

trimmed and pruned so as not to have any part of the shrubbery or tree be within one foot of the 

vertical plane of either edge of the Town sidewalk for a height of eight feet. The Mayor or his dele-

gate may notify the owner or agent of the abutting property of any shrubbery or tree not in compli-

ance with this section and may require compliance with this section within 10 days. In the event of 

the owner's failure to comply with such notice, the Town may correct the violation noted. In such 

event, the cost will be charged to the owner of the abutting property and shall be collected as delin-

quent taxes are collected.  

C. Nonconforming shrubbery and trees. Any shrubbery or tree that is nonconforming to Subsection B 

may, at the discretion of the Mayor or his delegate, be exempt from compliance with Subsection B 

if the Mayor or his delegate determines, with regard to any such nonconforming shrubbery or tree, 

that compliance with Subsection B would be likely to result in the substantial disfigurement or de-

struction of such nonconforming shrubbery or tree and that noncompliance would not unduly inter-

fere with the public's use of the Town sidewalk.  

B. Maintenance of public right-of-way. 

(1) The owner of private property adjoining a public right-of-way shall maintain that portion of 

the right-of-way located between the lot line and the edge of the paved street in a safe and 

sanitary condition. Said owner shall not permit grass or weeds to grow within the right-of-

way to a height in excess of 12 inches above the ground. Nothing herein shall be deemed to 

require an owner of private property adjoining a right-of-way to repair sidewalks or curbs lo-

cated within the right-of-way. 

(2) The owner of private property adjoining a public right-of-way shall not place any structure, 

wall, fence, tree, hedge, shrubbery, or any other plant growth, except low-growing plantings, 

                                                   
11 Editor's Note: The following sections of the 1989 Code, which were formerly included in this chapter, were re-

pealed at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I): § 4-102, Grass and Weeds; § 4-103, Land 

Between Property; Sidewalks; § 4-105, Penalties. 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0.38"
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within the right-of-way without a license to use the right-of-way issued by the Town. Any 

tree, hedge, shrubbery, or other plant growth located within the right-of-way on 

[__________-2018] may be maintained, but not replaced, provided that it does not interfere 

in any manner with pedestrian or vehicular traffic and is maintained in such a manner and at 

such height that a clear and unobstructed view is available to pedestrians and vehicle traffic. 

(3) The owner of private property adjoining a public right-of-way shall not permit any structure, 

wall, fence, tree, hedge, shrubbery, or any other plant growth location on such owner's pri-

vate property to extend into the right-of-way in such manner that interferes with pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic. Any structure, wall, fence, tree, hedge, shrubbery, or any other plant growth 

located on private property adjoining a right-of-way shall be maintained in such a manner 

and at such height that a clear and unobstructed view of the right-of-way is available to pe-

destrians and vehicular traffic. 

C. Any structure, wall, fence, tree, hedge, shrubbery, or any other plant growth located within the pub-

lic right-of-way, shall be removed by and at the expense of the owner and occupant of the abutting 

private property upon the request of the Town or its designee. The Town or its designee may re-

quest removal as a result of a violation of any provision of this Code or when otherwise deemed 

necessary for the public health, safety, or welfare, or for the public use of the right-of-way. The 

Town or its designee may take such action as is necessary to restore the right-of-way or return the 

right-of-way to a condition required by this section. The cost of any restoration or corrective action 

may be specially assessed against the abutting private property and collected with the property tax-

es or collected by a suit for damages. 

D. Any person who violates any provision of this section or allows a violation of any provision of this 

section on his or her property shall be guilty of a municipal infraction and shall be jointly and sev-

erally subject to a penalty of $100 for each day that a violation exists. If a violation occurs, there 

shall be a rebuttable presumption that all owners of the property allowed the violation. 

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978; amended by Ord. No. 1-91, eff. 4-29-1991; at time of adoption of Code 

(see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 155-2. Grass and weeds.  

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to cast or throw, discharge or cause to flow into any of the 

streets, avenues or alleys of the Town, or on any vacant lot, or to keep, collect, use or suffer to remain on 

his or their premises any noxious liquid, stagnant water or other offensive matter; or to collect or transport 

any such matter in other than approved containers. Whatever is dangerous to life or health; whatever ren-

ders air or food or water or other drink unwholesome or unfit for use of man; whatever odor or exhala-

tions are offensive to the inhabitants or dangerous to the public health; whatever accumulations of animal 

or vegetable matter, solid or liquid; whatever growth of rank vegetation, which are dangerous or hurtful to 

the neighborhood, or are likely to become so, are declared to be nuisances and unlawful.  
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Chapter 164 

SOLID WASTE 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

ARTICLE I 

Litter  

§ 164-1. Definitions.  

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

LITTER — All rubbish, waste matter, refuse, garbage, trash, debris, dead animals, or other discarded 

materials of every kind and description.  

PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY  

A. The right-of-way of a road or highway;  

B. A park;  

C. A playground or recreational area;  

D. Public service company property or a transmission line right-of-way;  

E. A building;  

F. A refuge or conservation or recreation area;  

G. Residential property; or  

H. Timberlands or a forest.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 164-2. Restrictions.  

A person may not dispose of litter on a highway or perform an act that violates the state vehicle laws re-

garding disposal of litter, glass and other prohibited substances on highways; or dispose of or cause or 

allow the disposal of litter on public or private property unless:  

A. The property is designated by the state, a unit of the state, or the Town for the disposal of litter and 

the person is authorized by the proper public authority to use the property; or  

B. The litter is placed into a litter receptacle or container installed on the property.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 164-3. Determination of liability. 

Any violation of Section 468 of Article 27 of the Annotated Code of Maryland (the Litter Control Law) 

shall be punishable as a municipal infraction.  
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If two or more individuals are occupying a motor vehicle or other conveyance from which litter is dis-

posed in violation of this article, and it cannot be determined which occupant is the violator:  

A. If present, the owner of the conveyance is presumed to be responsible for the violation; or  

B. If the owner of the conveyance is not present, the operator is presumed to be responsible for the 

violation.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

A. When the litter improperly disposed of weighs two pounds or less, the fine shall be $50 for a first 

offense and $100 for each repeat offense.  

Refuse Disposal  

§ 164-4. Town to provide collection services.  

The Town, through its contractors, providesshall provide both back or side yard and front curbside collec-

tion of refuse to its residents on such terms and conditions as the Town Council deems appropriate. 

[Ord. No. 1-89, eff. 3-27-1989; amended by Ord. No. 8-90, eff. 10-21-1990; Ord. No. 11-91, eff. 1-26-

1992; Ord. No. 2-92, eff. 3-23-1992; Ord. No. 3-92, eff. 5-25-1992; Ord. No. 12-92, eff. 11-23-1992; 

Ord. No. 2-96, eff. 3-13-1996; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) 

(formerly Ch. 4, § 4-401 - § 4-408, of the 1989 Code)] 

The provisions of this Ordinance are designed to make refuse collection efficient and thereby keep the 

costs of collection as low as possible, to prevent littering on rights-of-way and other public property and 

on private property, to prevent offensive odors and attraction of vermin and to conserve recyclable mate-

rials and encourage recycling because of the growing problem of the increasing cost of solid waste dis-

posal and the limited capacity of landfills, and the impact of solid waste disposal on our environment.  

§ 164-5. Curbside collection.  

A. Other than as provided above and in Subsection B below, noNo person shall discard any refuse 

on any public right-of-way.  

B. Refuse containers placed by the Town and maintained by the Town in the public right-of-way are 

for refuse such as candy and chewing gum wrappers, cigarette packages and beverage containers 

deposited by pedestrians. These containers shall not be used by residents for household garbage and 

trash, lawn and garden waste, miscellaneous household waste, mixed recyclables or special collec-

tion items.  

A. No owner or occupant shall allow any refuse to accumulate on his or her property, with the follow-

ing exceptions:  

(1) Refuse stored in accordance with this article and awaiting collection.  

(2) Accumulation of matter intended for garden compost is permitted in side and back yards, 

provided it does not exceed the reasonable requirements of a home garden and does not at-

tract vermin or produce offensive odors.  

(3) Accumulation of firewood is permitted, provided that the wood is cut into fireplace-size 

lengths and stacked so as not to be hazardous or attract vermin.  
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B. No person shall accumulate refuse in a manner that would permit it to be carried or deposited by 

the elements or animals upon any street, sidewalk or other public place, or upon any other private proper-

ty, or in a manner that produces offensive odors or which attracts vermin.  
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Chapter 170 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset by Ord. No. 1-78, effective 9-

5-1978 (Ch. 3 of the 1989 Code). Amendments noted where applicable.]  

 ARTICLE I 

Obstructions and Street Openings  

In General  

§ 170-1. Obstructions and excavations prohibited.  

A. Except as may be allowed in limited circumstances by either permission granted by the Mayor or 

his designee for temporary work or repairs, or permission granted by the Town Council for perma-

nent work, no person or firm toshall act with respect to any street, lane, curb, sidewalk, public 

space, or public right-of-way, or any portion thereof, located within the Town of Somerset:  

(1) To obstruct or cause such area to be obstructed in any manner any street, lane, side-walk or 

public space or any portion thereof within the Town of Somerset or to;  

(2) To break or remove or cause to be broken or removed any curb or any part of the surface 

thereof, whether natural or improved, of any such street, lane, sidewalk or public space or to; 

or  

(3) To make or cause to be made any excavation in such area.  

B. Provisions not applicable to Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). The provisions 

of this section shall not apply to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission. The Mayor is au-

thorized to enter into such agreement as may be specified by the Council with any public service 

corporation whereby the permit and deposit herein specified may not be required.  

within 

C. Lighting of obstruction or excavation. It shall be unlawful for any person to leave any such street, 

lane, obstruction or excavation on the sidewalk or street, avenue, alley, road or highway after dark 

without having such obstruction or excavation protected by two red lights placed in such a manner 

as to show the extent of such obstruction or excavation; and in case two lights cannot clearly show 

the extent of such obstruction or excavation, then such additional number shall be placed as to 

clearly show the extent of same.  

D. Destruction of streets. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to remove from or deposit in 

any street, avenue, alley, road or highway, or in the gutter or on the sidewalks along same, any 

earth, cinders, stone, sand, or other material of whatever kind without permission from the Mayor.  

public space, except upon making written application and deposit of security as hereinafter prescribed. 

E. Penalties. A violation of any of the provisions of this section is a municipal infraction punishable 

by a fine of $250 for a first offense and a fine of $500 for each repeat offense.  
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§ 170-2. Driveway apron or curb cut permits.  

A. An application for a temporary permit shall be made in writing to the Mayor and shall state in 

full the purpose, manner, character and extent of the proposed obstruction, breaking, removal 

or excavation, and the length of time during which it is desired to continue the same.for a  

B. An application for a permit for a permanent driveway apron or curb cut shall be made in writ-

ing to the council and shall include a plan of the proposed driveway apron or curb cut. The 

application shall be accompanied by a payment of $75a fee and a deposit to cover possible 

damage to Town property, in the form of a check or bond in an amount of not less than 

$1,000amounts set by the Town Council. An application for a permit for a driveway apron or 

a curb cut relating to building renovation or construction on private property shall be submit-

ted with the related building permit application.  

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978; amended by Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-

2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 3, § 3-102, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 170-3. Action on permit applications.  

A. Temporary permit.Permit for temporary work. If, in the discretion of the Mayor, a good and valid 

reason is presented by the saidan applicant, the Mayor may instruct the Clerk-Treasurer to issue a 

temporary permit, which shall be for a time certain and shall specify and limit the purpose, nature 

and extent of the work authorized thereby, provided the applicant shall have paid a fee of $50 for 

each week or fraction of a week for which such permit shall be in effect and shall have deposited 

with the Clerk-Treasurer a sum in the discretion of the Mayor sufficient to insure the restoration of 

the street, lane, sidewalk, curb or public space to as good condition as it was before it was obstruct-

ed, broken, removed or excavated, said sum to be not less than $1,000, which sum may be applied 

to such restoration in default thereof by the applicantand a deposit to cover possible damage to 

Town property in the amounts set by the Town Council.  

B. Driveway apron or curb cut.  

B. Permit for repairs to existing driveway aprons or curb cuts. The Mayor shall act upon a permit ap-

plication for repairs to existing driveway aprons or curb cuts in their current locations, provided that 

the applicant shall have paid a fee and a deposit to cover possible damage to Town property in the 

amounts set by the Town Council.  

C. Permit for new or different driveway apron or curb cut.  

(1) The Town Council shall act upon thea permit application for a permanent driveway apron or 

curb cut in a new location or of a different size following the procedures and criteria for con-

sideration of building permit applications and the procedures and criteria in this article.12  

(2) If a property has access through an existing curb cut, no additional curb cuts may be approved 

for that property. (This subsection is applicable even if the access is shared with another 

property through a single curb cut.) For a property which has access by a driveway shared 

with another property through a single curb cut, that property shall not be precluded from ob-

taining a new curb cut, provided that the shared driveway is abandoned and the shared drive-

way's curb cut fronting on that property is closed.  

                                                   

12. Editor's Note: See Ch. 112, Building Construction, Part 1, for provisions regarding building permits.  
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(3(2) When considering an application for any new curb cut and its location, the Town Council 

shall take into consideration such factors as existing curb cuts or shared driveways on the ap-

plicant's property, the character of the street, removal of trees, reduction in the area available 

for plantings, amount of impervious surface, reduction in the space available for on-street 

parking, traffic and pedestrian safety, and the location of public utility structures.  

(43) For all new curb cuts, a private driveway which crosses a sidewalk in the public right-of-way 

may not exceed 10 feet in width in the area between the street pavement and the edge of the 

sidewalk farthest from the street, except that the apron may extend beyond this ten-foot 

width, as provided in Subsection C(5).  

(54) For all new curb cuts, a private driveway which does not cross a sidewalk in the public right-

of-way may not exceed 10 feet in width within seven feet of the street pavement, except that 

the apron may extend beyond this ten-foot width, as provided in Subsection C(5).  

(65) The apron where the driveway connects with the street pavement shall be allowed a five-foot 

radius on each side of the driveway for a total entrance at the curbside not to exceed 20 feet in 

width.  

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978; amended by Ord. No. 4-07, eff. 6-13-2007; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 3, § 3-103, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 170-4. Extension of temporary permit.  

The Mayor shall have authority and discretion to authorize and direct the Clerk-Treasurer to extend the 

time of any temporary permit upon payment of a further fee of $50in an amount set from time to time by 

the Town Council for each week or part of a week for which such extension is requested, and the Mayor 

may require an increase of the deposit whenever in the Mayor's judgment such increase is advisable. If 

said deposit beis insufficient, the difference shall be assessed as a tax against the property of the appli-

cant, collectable in the same manner as other taxes.  

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978; amended by Ord. No. 4-07, eff. 6-13-2007; Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 9-8-2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. 

I) (formerly Ch. 3, § 3-104, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 170-5. Elimination of curb cuts.  

When a property owner eliminates a curb cut, the property owner shall install, at the property owner's 

expense, a curb, sidewalk, grass, and/or trees or other plantings, so that the area where the curb cut is 

eliminated is consistent with the adjacent area.  

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978 (formerly Ch. 3, § 3-105, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 170-6. Existing curb cuts.  

A. More than one curb cut per property. If a property has more than one curb cut lawfully existing or 

approved for a permit as of December 5, 2011, such curb cuts shall remain lawful and may continue 

in use.  
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B. Existing curb cuts and driveway aprons greater than 20 feet in width. All curb cuts and driveway 

aprons that were lawfully existing or approved for a permit as of December 5, 2011, that do not 

comply with the twenty-foot width limit described in § 170-3C(5) shall remain lawful and may con-

tinue in use.  

[Ord. No. 1-78, eff. 9-5-1978 (formerly Ch. 3, § 3-106, of the 1989 Code) 13] 

§ 170-7. Provisions not applicable to WSSC.  

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission. The 

Mayor is authorized to enter into such agreement as may be specified by the Council with any pub-

lic service corporation whereby the permit and deposit herein specified may not be required.  

§ 170-8. Indication of obstruction.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to leave any obstruction or excavation on the sidewalk or street, ave-

nue, alley, road or highway after dark without having such obstruction or excavation protected by two red 

lights placed in such manner as to show the extent of such obstruction or excavation, and in case two 

lights cannot clearly show the extent of such obstruction or excavation then such additional number shall 

be placed as to clearly show the extent of same.  

§ 170-9. Destruction of streets.  

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to remove from or deposit in any street, avenue, alley, road 

or highway, or in the gutter or on the sidewalks along same, any earth, cinders, stone, sand, or other 

material of whatever kind without permission from the Mayor.  

§ 170-10. Penalties.  

A violation of any of the provisions of this article is a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of $250 

for a first offense, and a fine of $500 for each repeat offense.  

§ 170-11. Waiver.  

§ 170-7. Waivers.  

The Town Council may grant a waiver fromof the driveway and curb cut requirements of this article if , 

subject to the factors and procedures set forth regarding waivers in Chapter 112, Building Construction, 

§ 112-14, of the Town Code. Council finds, due to conditions specific to that property, such waiver will:  

A. Lessen traffic constraints;  

B. Lessen adverse environmental effects; or  

C. Improve safety.  

[Ord. No. 07-11; eff. 7-10-2012; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (former Ch. 3, § 3-111, of the 1989 Code)] 

  

                                                   

13. Editor's Note: The following provisions of the 1989 Code were moved to § 170-1 of this chapter at time of adoption of Code (see 

Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I): § 3-107, Provisions not Applicable to WSSC; § 3-108, Indication of Obstruction; § 3-109, Destruction 

of Streets; and § 3-110, Penalties.  
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Chapter 177 

TOWN PROPERTY 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

§ 177-1. Definitions.  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

TOWN PROPERTY — Includes, but is not limited to, buildings, fixtures, furniture, grounds, streets, al-

leys, curbs, signs, sidewalks, gutters, storm drainage and other structures located in or on lands owned by 

the Town, or dedicated to the use of the public.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 177-2. Injury to Town property.  

Any person who shall intentionally damage or injure, or cause to be damaged or injured, any Town 

property of any kind whatsoever shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 4, § 4-202, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 182 

TREES 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

 ARTICLE I 

Purpose and Definitions  

§ 182-1. Purpose.  

It is the purpose of this chapter, in the interests of promoting the general health and public welfare of the 

citizens of the Town, to protect and preserve trees within the Town, and also to iensure, where removal of 

existing trees is necessary, that adequate provision is made, as much as is reasonably and physically pos-

sible, for reforestationreplanting following removal. It is also the purpose of this chapter to assure some 

protection to the applicant and the applicant's neighbors by requiring contractors who remove trees in the 

Town of Somerset to have a Maryland tree expert and/or liability and property damage insurance.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 5-02, eff. 5-8-2002; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-101, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-2. Definitions.  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

ADJOINING AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY — Land in the Town of Somerset which touches the 

boundary line of other property at least at one point, which may be a corner, or which would touch the 

boundary line of other property at least at one point except for an intervening road, street, or right-of-way.  

DRIPLINE OF A TREE — The area beneath a tree circumscribed by an imaginary line below the 

outermost ends of the tree's branches.  

LANDSCAPE PLAN — A plan, drawn to scale, of an entire lot, parcel, or tract of land indicating the 

location of existing and/or proposed structures, all abutting public rights-of-way, the location of all public 

utility lines, including, but not limited to, water, sewer, gas, electric, telephone and cable television, 

whether above or below the ground surface, and proposed reforestation, including the number, size, spe-

cies, and location(s) of the tree(s) and/or shrub(s) to be planted.  

PUBLIC UTILITY — Any "public service company" as that term is defined in the Public Utilities Arti-

cle 78, Section 2(o) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, § 1-101, any agency of the State of Maryland, or 

the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.  

REFORESTATION — The planting or transplanting of a tree or trees and/or a shrub or shrubs follow-

ing removal of an existing tree or trees.  

ROADSIDE TREE — Any tree or shrub growing within the right-of-way of any public road.  

SHRUB — A woody, perennial plant smaller than a tree, having permanent stems branching from or 

near the surrounding ground level.  
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TREE — A perennial plant having a well-defined permanent, woody, self-supporting main stem or 

trunk, a more or less definite crown, a height at maturity of at least eight feet, and developing branches, as 

it matures, above the surrounding ground level.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 2-91, eff. 4-9-1991; Ord. No. 3-97, eff. 12-10-

1997; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-102, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE II 

Permits  

§ 182-3. Actions requiring Town permit.  

A. Private property. Except as allowed by § 182-4 below, it shall be unlawful for any person to: (1) 

destroy, mutilate, injure, cut down, girth, uproot, poison, or (2) undertake any action that may sig-

nificantly and permanently detract from the health or growth of, any tree on private property within 

the Town with a diameter of four inches or more, as measured 4 1/2 feet above the average sur-

rounding ground level, or any tree or shrub, notwithstanding its size, which has been planted or 

transplanted as part of reforestation or landscaping measures undertaken pursuant to a previously 

issued permit in accordance with this chapter, without first filing a written application with the 

Clerk-Treasurer and obtaining the required permit therefore.  

B. Town property. Except as allowed by § 182-4 below, it shall be unlawful for any person to: (1) de-

stroy, mutilate, injure, cut down, girth, uproot, poison, trim or (2) Undertakeundertake any action 

that may significantly and permanently detract from the health or growth of any tree or shrub on re-

al property owned by the Town, or on Town rights-of-way, or on other rights-of-way adjoining 

Town property, regardless of the size of the tree or shrub affected. Activities prohibited under this 

Subsection B include the parking or placing of vehicles, construction equipment, debris, or other 

objects totaling more than 500 pounds on any unpaved surface within the dripline of a tree, and in-

clude the cutting or trimming of roadside trees except as excluded by § 182-4C below, or (3) Cutcut 

down any Town tree without permission from the Town Council if the tree is over four inches in 

diameter, measured 4 1/2 feet above the ground, or permission from the Mayor in case of emergen-

cy. The Council may approve removal of a Town tree in connection with a building or driveway 

permit only in an extraordinary situation.  

(1) An extraordinary situation is one that would result in extreme hardship to the permit applicant 

if the permission to cut down the tree is not approved due to such factors as:  

(a) Vehicular access to the permit applicant's property would be precluded as no alterna-

tive access is feasible.  

(b) Reasonable and customary improvements to the permit applicant's property are pre-

cluded as no alternative building siting or building design, including improvements of a 

lesser size, is feasible.  

(2) If permission is granted to cut down a Town tree, the applicant shall pay to the Town of Som-

erset:  

(a) The cost of removing the tree and stump by the Town tree contractor;  

(b) The cost of an appraisal by a tree expert hired by the Town;  

(c) The value of the tree as determined by the Town Council upon consideration of the ap-

praisal of the Town's tree expert and the appraisal of any permit applicant's or other 
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tree expert, but not more than $10,000, with such funds to be used by the Town of 

Somerset to plant a replacement tree(s) within the Town.  

(3) A building permit may be denied or a building permit previously issued revoked if the permit 

applicant or holder has cut down a Town tree without approval or has otherwise not complied 

with the provisions of this section.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-91, eff. 7-15-1991; Ord. No. 8-04, eff. 12-8-

2004; Ord. No. 10-05, eff. 1-10-2006; Ord. No. 3-07, eff. 6-13-2007; Ord. No. 1-09, eff. 2-11-2009 

(formerly Ch. 8, § 8-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-4. Actions for which no Town permit is required.  

No permit under this chapter shall be required:  

A. Emergencies. WhenIf the Town determines that immediate destruction or removal of a tree is nec-

essary to abate a substantial, immediate and imminent danger to life or property;.  

B. Maintenance by owner. When the owner or resident of a property, or a contractor hired by him, per-

forms maintenance on trees located on said property in accordance with professionally accepted 

standards;.  

C. Pruning by public utility. When a public utility prunes roadside trees; but only if:  

(1) Said trees are not located on property owned by the Town (including but not limited to Town 

parks) or on a public right-of-way adjacent to or adjoining property owned by the Town; and  

(2) The utility has obtained and fully complies with a permit issued by the Maryland Department 

of Natural Resources pursuant to Section 5-406,the Natural Resources Article, of the Anno-

tated Code of Maryland, § 5-406; and  

(3) The utility has given at least two weeks' notice to the Clerk-Treasurer of its intent to prune 

specified trees, and included with its notice a copy of the state-issued permit;.  

D. By Town. When tree removal or destruction is performed by employees and authorized agents of 

the Town, within the normal course of their employment and scope of their authority on property 

owned by the Town.  

E. When approved by Planning Commission. When tree removal is performed in accordance with a 

site plan approved by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and an en-

forcement agreement has been entered into pursuant to the provisions of Divisions 59-D-3Chapter 

59, Zoning Ordinance, Section 7.3.4, of the Montgomery County Code, and a sediment and erosion 

control permit has been issued for such property, and copies of all such documents have been filed 

with the Mayor prior to the removal of any trees.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 6-96, eff. 12-13-1996; Ord. No. 6-02, eff. 6-12-

2002; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-202, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-5. Permit applicants.  

Application for a permit shall be made by the owner(s) of the property upon which the proposed action 

is to be taken, by an agent of the owner(s), by the licensed engineer or architect employed in connection 

with the proposed work, or by the public utility as appropriate. If the application is made by a person oth-

er than the owner(s), it shall be accompanied by a written certification by the owner(s) or the qualified 
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person making the application that the proposed work is authorized by the owner(s) and that the applicant 

is authorized to make such application.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-203, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-6. Application information.  

A. One or two trees. A written application for a permit shall be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer, and 

shall contain the following minimum information:  

(1) The street address of the property upon which the proposed action is to be taken;  

(2) The full name(s) and address(es) and daytime and evening telephone number(s) of the own-

er(s);  

(3) A brief description of the proposed action and the location of the tree or trees on the property 

to be affected;  

(4) The species of the tree(s) to be affected;  

(5) The approximate diameter of the tree(s) to be affected, as measured 4 1/2 feet above the aver-

age surrounding ground level;  

(6) A brief statement explaining why the proposed action is reasonable and necessary and con-

sistent with the purposes of this chapter;  

(7) A statement whether the applicant intends to perform reforestation after tree removal is com-

pleted. If the applicant does so intend, he shall describe the number, size, species, and loca-

tion of the tree or trees and/or shrubs to be planted;  

(8) The names and addresses of all owners of adjoining and confronting property as shown in 

Town records maintained by the Clerk-Treasurer at the time of submission of the application, 

or of the occupants of said properties if the owners are not the occupants; and also, the names 

and addresses of occupants of houses outside of the Town of Somerset who have a common 

property line with the applicant; and  

(9) A certification that, prior to submission of the application, a copy of the application, includ-

ing any landscape plan(s), as submitted, has been shown or provided to all owners of adjacent 

and confronting property at their addresses as shown in Town records maintained by the 

Clerk-Treasurer at the time of submission of the application, or to the occupants of said prop-

erty if the owners are not the occupants and to occupants of houses outside of the Town of 

Somerset who have a common property line with the applicant. This requirement shall not 

apply if trees to be affected are dead when the application is submitted.;  

(10) The name of the company or individual who will remove the tree or trees and his Maryland 

Tree Expert License number.; and  

(11) A fee in the amount set by the Town Council.  

B. Three or more trees. In the event a permit is sought for an action affecting three or more trees, the 

following shall also be required in addition to the information required by Subsection A above:  

(1) A landscape plan, drawn to a scale of not less than one inch equals 20 feet;  

(2) The proposed schedule for completion of reforestation as indicated on the landscape plan; and  
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(3) A performance bond or check made payable to the Town of Somerset in an amount equal to 

$500 times the number of trees or shrubs to be planted, as indicated on the landscape planset 

from time to time by the Town Council, which shall be conditioned upon completion of the 

reforestation indicated on the plan and in accordance with the timetable provided by the ap-

plicant, as approved by the Town Council.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 6-96, eff. 12-13-1996; Ord. No. 5-02, eff. 5-8-

2002; Ord. No. 8-03, eff. 12-10-2003; Ord. No. 11-05, eff. 1-10-2006; Ord. No. 9-07, eff. 9-12-2007; 

Ord. No. 3-10, eff. 7-13-2010; Ord. No. 5-10, eff. 1-30-2011; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, 

General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-204, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-7. Criteria for permit decisions.  

The following factors shall be considered in approving or disapproving an application for a permit:  

A. The desirability of preserving any tree because of its age, size or outstanding qualities such as 

uniqueness, rarity, or status as a landmark or species specimen;  

B. The extent to which the immediate area, and the Town in general, would be subject to environmen-

tal degradation due to removal of the tree(s) or shrub(s);  

C. The desirability of preserving tree cover;  

D. The desirability of the species;  

E. Whether the tree or shrub is diseased, insect-infested, or injured beyond restoration;  

F. Whether the tree is in danger of falling, presents a threat of injury to life or property, or is, in fact, 

damaging property;  

G. The hardship which the applicant may suffer if a permit for the requested action is not issued;  

H. The extent to which the tree or shrub removal is necessary to achieve proposed development, rede-

velopment, land use, utility construction or utility maintenance, and the extent to which there is no 

reasonable or prudent alternative; and  

I. Any reforestation proposed by the applicant.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-205, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-8. Permit conditions.  

A. Time limit. Any permit issued shall become invalid if the authorized work is not completed within 

60 days of the date of issuance; provided, that the Mayor may, upon good cause shown, extend the 

permit for an additional period not exceeding 30 days.  

B. Location of permit and plans. The permit or a true copy thereof and a copy of any plans submitted 

with the application for the permit shall be kept on the site of operations and open to inspection by 

officials of the Town in the course of their duties, during the entire time that the work is in progress 

and until its completion.  

C. Compliance with permit. All work shall conform to the approved application and plans for which 

the permit has been issued.  

D. Compliance with stop-work order. The issuance of a permit shall be expressly conditioned upon the 

applicant's agreement to promptly comply with all stop-work orders issued by the Mayor.  
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E. Compliance with applicable laws. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as exempting a per-

son to whom a permit has been issued in accordance with this chapter from compliance with all ap-

plicable Town, county, state and federal law. The issuance of a permit is conditioned upon the ap-

plicant's compliance with said laws.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended Ord. No. 3-2014 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-206, of the 1989 

Code)] 

§ 182-9. Action on permit applications. 

A. One or two trees. The Mayor shall examine all applications for permits affecting fewer than three 

trees and/or shrubs and shall seek the advice of the State Forester, county extension agent, or other 

individuals as he finds appropriate. If the application or the plans do not conform to the require-

ments of this chapter, or if the work proposed by the application would be inconsistent with the 

purposes of this chapter, he shall reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefore; or 

in the case of an application submitted with a building permit application, he shall recommend that 

the Council reject the application, with reasons therefore. If he is satisfied that the proposed work 

conforms with the purpose and requirements of this chapter, he shall issue a permit therefore as 

soon as practicable; or in the case of an application submitted with a building permit application, he 

shall recommend that the Council approve the application. Except in the case of an application 

submitted with a building permit application, the Mayor may grant a permit immediately if the ap-

plicant provides the Mayor written consents by all owners or occupants of property which adjoins 

or confronts the property on which is located the tree or shrub which is the subject of the applica-

tion. If the applicant does not provide such written consents, the Mayor may not grant a permit until 

the fourth calendar day after the day on which the application was submitted. In either event, the 

Mayor must take action on the application within 15 days after the application was submitted.  

B. Three or more trees. The Town Council shall examine all applications for permits affecting three or 

more trees and/or shrubs and shall seek the advice of the State Forester, the county extension agent, 

or other individuals as it finds appropriate. Within 60 days, but not earlier than 10 days, following 

the filing of the application, the Town Council shall conduct a fact-finding hearing on such applica-

tion after giving at least 10 days' notice of such hearing to the applicant and to all owners and occu-

pants of property which adjoins or confronts the property on which are located the trees or shrubs 

which are the subject of the application. If the Council finds that the application or the plan does 

not conform to the requirements of this chapter or that the actions proposed by the application 

would be inconsistent with the purposes of this chapter, the Council shall reject such application in 

writing, stating the reasons therefore. If the Council is satisfied that the proposed work conforms 

with the purposes and requirements of this chapter, it shall direct the Mayor to issue a permit there-

fore as soon as practicable.  

C. Signature on permit. The Mayor shall affix his signature to each permit issued.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 7-96, eff. 12-13-1996 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-207, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-10. Appeal of permit decisions. 

A. Time and form for appeal. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Mayor with regard to an ap-

plication for a permit affecting fewer than three trees may appeal said decision within 30 days to 

the Town Council. An appeal shall be in writing and shall be submitted to the Clerk-Treasurer for 

presentation to the Town Council. The notice of the appeal filed by the appellant shall state the de-

cision of the Mayor of which review is sought and the manner in which the appellant is aggrieved 

by the decision.  
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B. Hearing before Town Council. Within 60 days, but not earlier than 10 days, following the filing of 

the appeal, the Town Council shall conduct a fact-finding hearing on such appeal, after giving at 

least 10 days' notice of such hearing to the appellant (and to the applicant if the applicant is not the 

appellant) and to all owners or occupants of property which adjoins or confronts the property on 

which is located the tree or shrub which is the subject of the application.  

C. Decision. The decision of the Town Council, by a majority vote of those members present at the 

hearing on said appeal, shall be rendered within 40 days of the date of the hearing. The decision 

shall be in writing and shall state the Council's findings of fact and conclusions of law. The deci-

sion of the Council shall become final unless a judicial appeal is taken as hereinafter set forth in 

§ 182-11 within 30 days.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 3-05, eff. 5-18-2005 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-208, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-11. Judicial review.  

Any person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Town Council with regard to an application for a 

permit filed under the provisions of this chapter shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Town 

Council to the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland under the provisions of Title 7, Chapter 

200, of the Maryland Rules of Procedure. In any judicial proceeding under this section, the findings of the 

Town Council as to the facts, if supported by evidence and in the absence of fraud, shall be conclusive, 

and the jurisdiction of said court shall be confined to questions of law.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 8-93, eff. 10-25-1993 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-209, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE III 

Enforcement and Penalties  

§ 182-12. Stop-work orders.  

Whenever the Mayor may determinedetermines that actions are being taken in violation of the provi-

sions of this chapter, including actions outside the scope or contrary to a permit validly issued, he may 

order such work to be stopped immediately. The stop-work order described herein shall be issued by the 

Mayor in writing and be served upon the owner of the property involved or his agent or the person doing 

the work. It shall be unlawful for any person to continue or permit the continuance of work in or about the 

property after having been served with the stop-work order.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-13. Permit revocation.  

The Mayor may revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this chapter in case of any false state-

ment or misrepresentation of fact in the application or on the plan on which the permit was based or in 

case of any violation of the conditions upon which such permit was issued.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-302, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 182-14. Violations and penalties.  

A. Municipal infractions.  

(1) Unless otherwise specifically provided in this section, each violation of any provision of this 

chapter shall constitute a municipal infraction subject to a fine of $5001,000. Each tree af-

fected in violation of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense; and.  
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(2) A violation of any provision of this chapter with respect to a tree that measures 10.5 inches or 

more in diameter at 4 1/2 feet above average ground level shall constitute a municipal infrac-

tion subject to a fine of $1,5000. Each such tree affected in violation of this chapter shall con-

stitute a separate offense.  

B. Misdemeanors. It shall be a Class A misdemeanor, as defined in this Code (Chapter 1, Article III):  

(1) To commit any act in violation of this chapter with respect to any tree for which a tree permit 

was sought and denied;  

(2) To commit any act in violation of this chapter with respect to any tree for which a tree permit 

is pending; and,  

(3) To commit any other violation of this chapter with actual knowledge that such act violates 

this chapter.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988; amended by Ord. No. 4-05, eff. 6-8-2005; Ord. No. 2-10, eff. 7-13-

2010; at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-303, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE IV 

Administrative Procedures  

§ 182-15. Permit hearings before Town Council.  

All interested parties shall be given the opportunity to present evidence and testimony, as long as it is 

relevant to the issues under consideration. The hearing shall be conducted so as to afford fundamental 

fairness to all parties. The technical rules of evidence shall not apply. The hearing may, but need not nec-

essarily, be held during a regular meeting of the Council as provided in Section 83-5 of the Charter of the 

Town of Somerset. The decision of the Town Council shall be by majority vote of those members present 

at the hearing on the application.  

[Ord. No. 4-88, eff. 4-17-1988 (formerly Ch. 8, § 8-401, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 189 

UTILITY LINE CONSTRUCTION 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

ARTICLE I 

Permit and Construction Requirements  

§ 189-1. Applicability.  

All utility lines, including, but not limited to, sewers, water, gas, electricity, telephone and solar and tel-

ecommunication facilities or structures, constructed or installed in or through Town-owned land shall be 

constructed or installed in accordance with this chapter. As used in this chapter, the term "owner" shall 

mean the owner of any utility line, and shall include any agent or contractor of an owner of a utility line.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-101, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-2. Permit required; application.  

No utility line shall be constructed or installed in or through Town-owned land without first submitting 

an application for, and receiving approval of, a permit from the Town Council. The application for a per-

mit shall contain a plan and schedule for the construction or installation of the utility lines, showing the 

controls proposed for clearing, excavation, grading, alignment, and restoration and landscaping, plus con-

trols on access, haul roads, and borrow pits and a plan for disposal of waste materials. The application 

shall not be approved unless the plan and schedule comply with all requirements of this chapter. The 

Town may impose any additional requirements it deems necessary to maintain the integrity of the land 

affected and the health, safety, and welfare of its residents.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-102, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-3. Restoration required.  

The owner shall restore all disturbed areas, including landscaping and grades, as nearly as possible to 

the condition that existed prior to the start of work.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-103, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-4. Expert to oversee construction and restoration.  

The owner shall hire and pay for an independent, professionally recognized expert acceptable to the 

Town to oversee the construction or installation of the line and to supervise the restoration of the dis-

turbed areas.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-104, of the 1989 Code)] 
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§ 189-5. Construction and restoration methods.  

The owner shall construct or install the utility line in accordance with the following specifications:  

A. The owner shall comply with all provisions concerning the protection of trees and shrubs contained 

in Chapter 182, Trees, of thisthe Town Code.  

B. Only ground cover specified as necessary for the actual excavation for the utility line, including the 

area of alignment and storage, shall be cleared.  

C. Planting and/or transplanting of bushes, grass and other ground cover specified in the approval of 

the application shall be done after the utility line is constructed or installed to eliminate the con-

struction scar as soon as possible.  

D. Where construction of the utility line crosses or encroaches on Little Falls Branch, the stream bed 

and embankments shall be restored to their prior natural condition and grade to confine the stream 

flow as it was prior to being disturbed.  

E. The owner shall provide and maintain throughout the construction period, from its beginning, such 

temporary measures which are necessary and effective to prevent erosion. Measures may involve 

construction of temporary berms, dikes, dams, sediment basins, slop drains, and use of temporary 

mulches, mats, seeding, or other control devices or methods as approved by the independent profes-

sional supervisor or Town. Cut slopes shall be seeded and mulched to the extent practicable as the 

excavation proceeds. The Town may limit the surface area of exposed erodible material.  

F. The owner shall remove the temporary environmental control features as needed and incorporate 

permanent control features into the project at the earliest practicable time, as determined by the in-

dependent professional supervisor. Grades of cut slopes shall be returned to the same average grade 

as that which existed prior to the start of work.  

G. The owner shall follow all other applicable federal, State of Maryland, Montgomery County, and 

Town environmental regulations to iensure that air and water quality and noise levels shall be main-

tained within prescribed standards.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-105, of 

the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-6. Performance bond.  

The owner shall post a performance bond with the Clerk-Treasurer in the amount equal to the total cost 

of the required restoration of landscaping, grades, or other required measures to restore the area disturbed 

by the construction or installation of the line.  

[Ord. No. 1-79, eff. 4-8-1979 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-106, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-7. Permit conditions.  

A. Time limit. Any permit issued shall become invalid if the authorized work is not commenced within 

60 days of the date of issuance; provided, that the Mayor may, upon good cause shown, extend the 

permit for an additional period not exceeding 30 days.  

B. Location of permit and plans. The permit or a true copy thereof and a copy of any plans submitted 

with the application for the permit shall be kept on the site of operations and open to inspection by 

officials of the Town in the course of their duties, during the entire time that the work is in progress 

and until its completion.  
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C. Compliance with permit. All work shall conform to the approved application and plans for which 

the permit has been issued.  

D. Compliance with stop-work order. The issuance of a permit shall be expressly conditioned upon the 

applicant's agreement to promptly comply with all stop-work orders issued by the Mayor.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-107, of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE II 

Action on Permits  

§ 189-8. Action by Town Council.  

A. Fact-finding hearing. The Town Council shall examine all applications for permits and shall seek 

the advice of the State Forester, the county extension agent, or other individuals as it finds appro-

priate. Within 60 days, but not earlier than 10 days, following the filing of the application, the 

Town Council shall conduct a fact-finding hearing on such application after giving at least 10 days' 

notice of such hearing to the applicant and to all owners and occupants of property which adjoins or 

confronts the property on which the utility line is to be constructed. If the Council finds that the ap-

plication or the plan does not conform to the requirements of this chapter or that the actions pro-

posed by the application would be inconsistent with the purposes of this chapter, the Council shall 

reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefore. If the Council is satisfied that the 

proposed work conforms with the purposes and requirements of this chapter, it shall direct the 

Mayor to issue a permit therefore as soon as practicable. The Mayor shall affix his signature to each 

permit issued.  

B. Decision. The decision of the Town Council, by a majority vote of those members present at the 

hearing on said appeal, shall be rendered within 30 days of the date of the hearing. The decision 

shall be in writing and shall state the Council's findings of fact and conclusions of law. The deci-

sion of the Council shall become final unless a judicial appeal is taken as hereinafter set forth with-

in 30 days.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-9. Judicial review. 

Any person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Town Council with regard to an application for a 

permit filed under the provisions of this chapter shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Town 

Council to the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland under the provisions of Title 7, Chapter 

200, of the Maryland Rules of Procedure. In any judicial proceeding under this section, the findings of the 

Town Council as to the facts, if supported by evidence and in the absence of fraud, shall be conclusive, 

and the jurisdiction of said court shall be confined to questions of law.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended by Ord. No. 8-93, eff. 10-25-1993 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-202, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE III 

Enforcement and Penalties  

§ 189-10. Stop-work orders.  

Whenever the Mayor may determinedetermines that actions are being taken in violation of the provi-

sions of this chapter, including actions outside the scope or contrary to a permit validly issued, he may 

order such work to be stopped immediately. The stop-work order described herein shall be issued by the 

Mayor in writing and be served upon the owner of the utility line, or its agent or contractor doing the 
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work. It shall be unlawful for any person to continue or permit the continuance of work after having been 

served with the stop-work order.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-11. Permit revocation.  

The Mayor may revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this chapter in case of any false state-

ment or misrepresentation of fact in the application or on the plan on which the permit was based or in 

case of any violation of the conditions upon which such permit was issued.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-302, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 189-12. Violations and penalties.  

Any person who shall violate the provisions of this chapter by performing any prohibited act, including, 

but not limited to, construction of a utility line without a permit, or violating the terms of a permit or the 

terms of a stop-work order issued hereunder, shall be guilty of a municipal infraction and shall be subject 

to a civil penalty of $400. Each and every violation of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense and 

shall be punishable as such.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-303, of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE IV 

Administrative Procedure  

§ 189-13. Permit hearing before Town Council.  

All interested parties shall be given the opportunity to present evidence and testimony, as long as it is 

relevant to the issues under consideration. The hearing shall be conducted so as to afford fundamental 

fairness to all parties. The technical rules of evidence shall not apply. The hearing may, but need not nec-

essarily, be held during a regular meeting of the Council as provided in Section 83-5 of the Charter of the 

Town of Somerset. The decision of the Town Council shall be by majority vote of those members present 

at the hearing on the application.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 7, § 7-401, of the 1989 Code)] 
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Chapter 195 

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Somerset as indicated. Amendments 

noted where applicable.]  

 ARTICLE I 

Moving Violations  

§ 195-1. Speed limit. 

No motor vehicle shall be driven within the Town at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended by Ord. No. 15-06, eff. 1-10-2007 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-101, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-2. Advisory speed limit on Essex Avenue. 

The Mayor shall cause to be erected and maintained warning signs to advise motorists of a recommend-

ed speed limit of 15 miles per hour at the top of the hill of Essex Avenue, in the vicinity of the property 

with premises numbered 4816 and 4817 Essex Avenue.14  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 12-20-1988, eff. 12-22-1988; Ord. No. 9-01, eff. 12-12-2001 

(formerly Ch. 9, § 9-102, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-3. Speed humps and bumps authorized.  

The Mayor shall cause to be constructed speed humps or bumps on Town streets in the vicinity of the 

following property:  

 4505 Cumberland Avenue    

 4517 Cumberland Avenue    

 4807 Cumberland Avenue    

 4817 Cumberland Avenue    

 4907 Cumberland Avenue    

 Devon Lane midway between Cumberland Avenue and Dorset Avenue    

 4509 Dorset Avenue    

 4521 Dorset Avenue    

 4708 Dorset Avenue    

 4721 Dorset Avenue    

 4817 Dorset Avenue    

 4902 Dorset Avenue    

 4914 Dorset Avenue    

 4705 Falstone Avenue    

 5407 Greystone Street    

 5518 Greystone Street    

 5509 Uppingham Street    

 5522 Uppingham Street    

                                                   

14. Editor's Note: Original § 9-103 of the 1989 Code, Speed humps and bumps authorized, as amended 12-20-1988, eff. 12-22-1988; 

by Ord. No. 1-90, eff. 1-1-1990; Ord. No. 6-90, eff. 5-27-1990; Ord. No. 9-01, eff. 12-12-2001; and Ord. No. 2-09, eff. 5-29-2009, which 

immediately followed this section, was repealed at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I).  
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 5604 Warwick Place    

The Mayor shall cause to be erected a warning sign at an appropriate distance before a speed hump to 

advise motorists that they are approaching a speed hump. Such warning signs shall indicate a recom-

mended speed limit of 15 miles per hour when driving over such speed humps.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 12-20-1988, eff. 12-22-1988; Ord. No. 9-01, eff. 12-12-2001 

(formerly Ch. 9, § 9-104, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-54. Through trucks and commercial vehicles. 

No through truck, as defined by the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, § 11-

171, or through commercial vehicles shall traverse any street within the Town.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 9-8-1986 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-105, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-65. Stop signs.intersections. 

All motor vehicles on the following streets moving in the following directions shall come to a full stop 

before proceeding across the following intersections and curves:  

 Name of Street   Direction of Travel   At Intersection of  

 Cumberland Avenue   East   Wisconsin Avenue  

 Cumberland Avenue   East and west   Surrey Street  

 Cumberland Avenue   West   Deal Place  

 Deal Place   North   Cumberland Avenue  

 Deal Place   South   Dorset Avenue  

 Devon Lane   North   Cumberland Avenue  

 Devon Lane   South   Dorset Avenue  

 Dorset Avenue   East   On red light on Wisconsin Avenue at a 

point 60 feet west of the Wisconsin Ave-

nue curb  

 Dorset Avenue   East and west   Deal Place  

 Dorset Avenue   East and west   Surrey Street  

 Dorset Avenue   East and west   Warwick Place  

 Dorset Avenue   West   Little Falls Parkway on a red light  

 Essex Avenue   East   Warwick Place  

 Essex Avenue   East and west   Surrey Street  

 Falstone Avenue   East and west   Surrey Street  

 Falstone Avenue   Southeast   Warwick Place  

 Falstone Avenue   West   Greystone Street  

 Grantham Avenue   East   Surrey Street  

 Grantham Avenue   West   Greystone Street  

 Greystone Street   North   Falstone Avenue  

 Greystone Street   North and south   Grantham Avenue  

 Greystone Street   North and south   Uppingham Street  

Greystone Street   South   River Road  

 Surrey Street   North   Cumberland Avenue  

 Surrey Street   North and south   Dorset Avenue  

 Surrey Street   North and south   Essex Avenue  

 Surrey Street   North and south   Grantham Avenue  

 Surrey Street   West   Greystone Street  

 Swimming Pool Driveway   Northwest   Warwick Place  
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 Name of Street   Direction of Travel   At Intersection of  

 Trent Court   Southwest   Falstone Avenue  

 Trent Street    North   Falstone Avenue  

 Trent Street   North and south   Uppingham Street  

 Trent Street    South and east   When approaching the curve at the 5400 

dead-end block of the street  

 Uppingham Street   East and west   Trent Street  

 Uppingham Street   North   Falstone Avenue  

 Warwick Lane   South   Cumberland Avenue  

 Warwick Place   North   A point 35 feet south of Essex Avenue  

 Warwick Place   North and south   Dorset Avenue  

 Warwick Place   Northwest and south   Falstone Avenue  

 Warwick Place   South   A point 33 feet north of the curbline of 

Essex Avenue  

 

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 11-7-1983; Ord. No. 2-90, eff. 1-28-1990; Ord. No. 10-92, 

eff. 9-30-1992; Ord. No. 6-04, eff. 1-12-2005; Ord. No. 4-09, eff. 6-10-2009 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-106, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-76. School zones. 

A. Warwick Lane shall be closed to all traffic on days the school is in session from 8:30 a.m. to 9:15 

a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.., except on days when the school is released earlier than its 

normal time. When there is early release, Warwick Lane shall be closed to all traffic for 45 minutes 

at release time.  

B. During the time period, Warwick Lane is closed to traffic as provided in Subsection A, traffic on 

Warwick Place from Dorset Avenue to Cumberland Avenue shall move only in a northbound direc-

tion, and traffic on Cumberland Avenue from Warwick Place to Surrey Street shall move only in a 

westbound direction.  

C. No trucks shall be permitted on Warwick Lane at any time.  

D. Dorset Avenue 300 feet east and 300 feet west of its intersection with Warwick Place is established 

as a school zone, which shall consist of:  

(1) Markings on the pavement of Dorset Avenue reading "School" east and west of the intersec-

tion of Dorset Avenue and Warwick Place.  

(2) Stop lines and crosswalks with diagonal lines at the intersection of Dorset Avenue and War-

wick Place.  

(3) "School" signs and non-lingual "School Advance" signs installed in the ground between the 

sidewalk and street in the most effective positions east and west of the intersection of Dorset 

Avenue and Warwick Place.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended by Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; Ord. No. 4-06, eff. 5-10-

2006; Ord. No. 2-15, eff. 10-5-2015 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-107, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-87. No-passing zone on Dorset Avenue.  

Dorset Avenue from Wisconsin Avenue to a point 200 feet to the west shall be a no-passing zone. This 

shall be designated by a double-yellow line which shall run nine feet from the south curb of Dorset Ave-

nue.  



 

 88 07-30-2019 

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-108, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE II 

Parking Restrictions  

§ 195-98. Applicability of Montgomery County Code, resolutions and regulations. 

A. Adoption of Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County Code (2004). Except insofar as it conflicts with 

other provisions of this Code, Chapter 31, entitled "Motor Vehicles and Traffic," of the Montgom-

ery County Code (2004), as amended, is hereby incorporated by reference and adopted to be appli-

cable within the boundaries of the Town of Somerset, with the following amendments and dele-

tions:  

(1) Amendments. Whenever in Articles I through VI and Article VIII of Chapter 31 of the Mont-

gomery County Code the terms "County," "County Executive," "Executive," or "County Ex-

ecutive or his designee" are used, such terms are amended and shall be deemed to mean and 

refer to the Town of Somerset Council. Whenever in this ordinance the term "County" (when 

not used in its geographic sense) is used, such term is amended and shall be deemed to mean 

and refer to the Town of Somerset Council. Whenever in this ordinance the term "County" 

(when used in its geographic sense) is used, such term is amended and shall be deemed to 

mean and refer to the corporate limits of the Town of Somerset.  

(2) Section 31-35 of Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County Code is hereby amended to substi-

tute "Town of Somerset Council" for "County Personnel Board" wherever that term appears.  

B. Future amendments to Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County Code (2004). All amendments to 

Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County Code (2004) which are hereinafter enacted shall become ef-

fective within the Town of Somerset upon the effective date thereof unless prior thereto a resolution 

shall have been adopted by the Town of Somerset Council disapproving such amendments.  

C. Council resolutions. and executive regulations. All Montgomery County Council resolutions and 

executive regulations now adopted by the County Council or County Executive for Montgomery 

County pursuant to the authority contained in Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County Code (2004) 

are hereby incorporated by reference and adopted to be effective within the boundaries of the Town 

of Somerset.  

D. Amendments to County Council resolutions and executive regulations. All County Council resolu-

tions and executive regulations or amendments to either hereafter adopted by the County Council or 

Executive for Montgomery County pursuant to the authority contained in Chapter 31 of the Mont-

gomery County Code (2004) become effective within the boundaries of the Town of Somerset upon 

the effective date thereof unless prior thereto a resolution shall have been adopted by the Town of 

Somerset Council disapproving such resolutions, regulations or amendments.  

E. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.  

[Ord. No. 7-07, eff. 10-25-2007; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provi-

sions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-201, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-109. No-parking zones. 

Parking shall be prohibited at all times on the following sidesportions of the following streets:  

 Name of Street   Side   Location  
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 Name of Street   Side   Location  

 Cumberland Avenue   North      50 feet east of Deal Place  

 Cumberland Avenue   North   75 feet east and west of the center of Surrey Street  

 Cumberland Avenue   North   25 feet west of Warwick Lane and east of Warwick 

Lane to Somerset School grounds  

 Cumberland Avenue   North   75 feet west of Wisconsin Avenue  

 Cumberland Avenue   South   Entire length  

 Deal Place   East   Entire length  

 Deal Place   West   75 feet south of Cumberland Avenue  

 Devon Lane   Both   Entire length  

    Dorset Avenue   North   Between Devon Lane and Little Falls Parkway  

 Dorset Avenue   North   50 feet east to 50 feet west of the intersection with the 

south leg of Surrey Street  

 Dorset Avenue   North   180 feet west of Wisconsin Avenue  

 Dorset Avenue   South   Entire length  

 Essex Avenue   South   Entire length  

 Falstone Avenue   South   Entire length  

 Grantham Avenue   South   Entire length  

 Greystone Street   East   Entire length  

 Greystone Street   West   75 feet north of River Road  

 Greystone Street   West   Between a point 25 feet north of the north curbline of 

Uppingham Street to a point 50 feet south of the south 

curbline of Uppingham Street     

 Surrey Street   East   From Cumberland Avenue to Falstone Avenue  

 Surrey Street    East   50 feet north of Greystone Street  

 Surrey Street   West   75 feet south of the center of Cumberland Avenue  

 Surrey Street   West   75 feet north of Dorset Avenue and 75 feet south of 

Dorset Avenue     

 Surrey Street   West   From Falstone Avenue to Greystone Street  

 Trent Street   East   Entire length  

 Uppingham Street   East and 

south  

 Entire length  

 Uppingham Street   West and 

north  

 17-foot section between the driveways of 5514 and 

5516 Uppingham Street  

 Warwick Lane   Both   Entire length  

 Warwick Place   East   Entire length  

 Warwick Place   West   75 feet north of Dorset Avenue  

 Warwick Place   West   75 feet south of Dorset Avenue  

 Warwick Place   West   100 feet north of Essex Avenue  

  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 2-5-1979; 10-1-1984; Ord. No. 9-90, eff. 10-21-1990; Ord. 

No. 1-93, eff. 2-1993; Ord. No. 3-08, eff. 10-9-2008 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-202, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-1110. Limited parking on Dorset Avenue.  

A. Parking shall be prohibited on the following sections of the north side of Dorset Avenue from 7:30 

a.m. to  to 6:30 p.m., except on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays:  

(1) Wisconsin Avenue approximately 414 feet west to the eastern edge of the fire hydrant zone; 

and  
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(2) Warwick Place west to Surrey Street.  

B. Parking shall be prohibited on the north side of Dorset Avenue from Warwick Place east to the 

4603-4605 Dorset Avenue property line between 7:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., except on Saturdays, 

Sundays and holidays.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 4-3-2017 by Ord. No. 1-17, eff. 9-5-2017; 4-3-2017 by Ord. 

No. 3-17, eff. 9-5-2017 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-203, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-1211. Limited parking areas.  

Parking shall be limited to two hours Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., as follows:  

 Name of Street   Side   Location  

 Cumberland Avenue   North   Wisconsin Avenue to Deal Place  

 Deal Place   West   Cumberland Avenue to Dorset Avenue  

 Dorset Avenue   North   Wisconsin Avenue to the 4603-4605 Dorset 

Avenue property line  

 Essex Avenue   North   4700 Block  

 Falstone Avenue   North   Warwick Place to Surrey Street  

 Greystone Street   West   Uppingham Street to River Road  

 Uppingham Street   Northwest   From Falstone Avenue to the property line be-

tween 5518 and 5520 Uppingham Street  

 Warwick Place   West   Entire streetlength  

  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended by Ord. No. 3-89, eff. 5-1-1989; Ord. No. 5-89, eff. 6-25-

1989; Ord. No. 10-90, eff. 10-21-1990; Ord. No. 2-99, eff. 6-8-1999; Ord. No. 3-99, eff. 10-13-1999 

(formerly Ch. 9, § 9-204, of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-1312. Authority of Mayor.  

The Mayor of Somerset or the Montgomery County Police may at any time temporarily prohibit parking 

on any public street by designating same as an "Emergency No Parking" zone, or may temporarily pro-

hibit traffic on any public street or sidewalk in the event of an emergency. The Mayor is further author-

ized to temporarily prohibit temporary parking on any street for any other public purpose, such as repairs 

or cleaning of streets, sidewalks, or adjacent public property.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, 

Art. I) (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-205, of the 1989 Code)] 

ARTICLE III 

Additional Regulations  

§ 195-1413. Sledding areas. 

A. Cumberland Avenue from Surrey Street west to the 4902 Cumberland Avenue driveway is desig-

nated as a sledding area. For the twenty-four-hour period following each substantial snowfall, as 

determined by the Mayor, snow in the sledding area shall be left unplowed and unsanded.  

B. The Mayor shall submit sledding rules to the Town Council for its approval. SuchEach year, such 

rules shall be published in the Town Journal, along with the Town's plowing and sanding policy, 

each year.  

C. During the sledding period, appropriate signs shall be erected to alert drivers of the sledding area. 

Rules shall be posted at the top and bottom of the sledding hill.  
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D. Each year the Mayor shall communicate the sledding policy, along with a map outlining affected 

streets and alleys, to the Montgomery County Police and Fire Departments and the Bethesda-Chevy 

Chase Rescue Squad.  

[Ord. No. 2-78, eff. 1-1-1979; amended 4-2-1979; Ord. No. 9-03, eff. 12-10-2003; Ord. No. 3-15, eff. 

12-7-2015 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-301, of the 1989 Code)] 

 

ARTICLE IV 

Enforcement and Penalties  

§ 195-15. 14. Enforcement by state and county officers. 

A. The provisions of this chapter may be enforced by any law enforcement officer of the State of Mar-

yland or Montgomery County.  

B. Violations of the provisions of Article II of this chapter may be enforced by the following parking 

control officers: any law enforcement officer of the State of Maryland or Montgomery County, the 

Mayor, the Clerk-Treasurer, or any other person authorized by resolution of the Town Council.  

C. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into and execute on behalf of the Town of Somerset an 

agreement with the County Executive of Montgomery County for the enforcement of Article II of 

this chapter in form and substance materially consistent with the attached agreement.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended by Ord. No. 7-07, eff. 10-25-2007 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-401, 

of the 1989 Code)] 

§ 195-1615. Moving violations.  

Violations of the provisions of Article I of this chapter shall be cited and prosecuted as offenses of Title 

21 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, punishable as misdemeanors under 

the provisions of Title 27 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989 (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-402, of the 1989 Code)] 
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§ 195-1716. Parking violations. 

Violations of the provisions of Article II of this chapter, or of Chapter 31 of the Montgomery County 

Code when such violation occurs within the Town, shall be cited on a form provided by the county. The 

fines for such violations will be those established from time to time by written regulation of the County 

Council pursuant to Section 31-51 of the Montgomery County Code. All fines shall be payable to the  

county when enforced by the county.  

[Ord. No. 2-89, eff. 4-24-1989; amended by Ord. No. 7-07, eff. 10-25-2007; at time of adoption of 

Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I) (formerly Ch. 9, § 9-403, of the 1989 Code)] 

 



FEE SCHEDULE
CONSTRUCTION

TOWN OF SOMERSET

FEE  DEPOSIT *

BUILDING PERMITS:

NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,500.00 $2,000.00

DEMOLITION OF A BUILDING WITH A FOOTPRINT OF:

LESS THAN 500 SQUARE FEET $100.00

500 SQUARE FEET OR MORE $200.00

ADDITIONS WITH TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE OF:

LESS THAN 200 SQUARE FEET $150.00 $2,000.00

200 TO 400 SQURE FEET $250.00 $2,000.00

GREATER THAN 400 SQUARE FEET $500.00 $2,000.00

SHED WITH A FOOTPRINT OF:

LESS THAN 200 SQUARE FEET $75.00 $2,000.00

200 SQUARE FEET OR MORE $150.00 $2,000.00

PORCH, STOOP OR DECK (IF NOT PART OF NEW CONST.) $75.00 $2,000.00

DETACHED GARAGE $200.00 $2,000.00*

GENERATOR - (REQUIRED ON NEW OR STAND ALONE INSTALLATION)$50.00 $2,000.00*

A/C,  OR HEAT PUMP (IF NOT PART OF NEW CONSTRUCTION) $50.00 $2,000.00

Late Charge - 16th - 22nd of the month $200.00

Request Special Meeting - $400.00

ADDITIONAL PERMITS/FEES THAT MAY ALSO APPLY TO NEW CONSTRUCTION

WAIVER FEE $200.00

CURB, SIDEWALK, DRIVEWAY APRON $75.00 $1,000.00*

DUMPSTER $75.00 $1,000.00*

FENCE $75.00

WALL $75.00 $1,000.00*

PORTABLE STORAGE UNIT $75.00 $1,000.00

TREE REMOVAL:

1-2 TREES $0.00 $0.00

3 - OR MORE TREES $0.00
$500 PER TREE

TO BE

*MAX DEPOSIT REQUIRED IS $2,000 SO IF A NEW CONSTRUCTION IS ALSO

INSTALLING A WALL - THE APPLICANT WOULD NOT NEED TO GIVE THE

$1,000 WALL DEPOSIT ONLY THE $2,000 NEW CONSTRUCTION DEPOSIT

**TREE DEPOSITS ARE IN ADDITION TO ANY CONSTRUCTION DEPOSIT



PUBLIC NOTICE
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

News Media Information 202 / 418-0500
Internet: https://www.fcc.gov

TTY: 1-888-835-5322

DA 19-913
September 13, 2019

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND WIRELINE COMPETITION 
BUREAU SEEK COMMENT ON

WIA PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, WIA PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RULING AND 
CTIA PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RULING

WT Docket No. 19-250
WC Docket No. 17-84

RM-11849
 

Comments Due:  October 15, 2019
Reply Comments Due:  October 30, 2019

By this Public Notice, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Wireline Competition 
Bureau (Bureaus) seek comment on a Petition for Rulemaking filed by the Wireless Infrastructure 
Association (WIA), a Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by WIA, and a Petition for Declaratory Ruling 
filed by CTIA.1  WIA’s Petition for Rulemaking and Petition for Declaratory Ruling ask the Commission 
to adopt new rules or clarify existing rules regarding Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act of 2012 
(Section 6409).2  CTIA’s Petition for Declaratory Ruling similarly seeks clarification of rules relating to 
Section 6409 and also requests clarifications of rules implementing Section 224 of the Communications 
Act.3  The Bureaus are creating a new docket number to address the Section 6409 issues in the Petitions.4

WIA’s Petition for Rulemaking asks the Commission to amend our rules to reflect that 
collocations requiring an expansion of the current site—within 30 feet of a tower site—qualify for
relief under Section 6409(a) and to require that fees associated with eligible facilities requests under 

1 Wireless Infrastructure Association (WIA) Petition for Rulemaking (filed Aug. 27, 2019); 
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/108273047516225/WIA%20Petition%20for%20Rulemaking%20(8-27-19).pdf; WIA 
Petition for Declaratory Ruling (filed Aug. 27, 2019), 
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10827091727851/WIA%20Petition%20for%20Declaratory%20Ruling%20(8-27-19).pdf; 
CTIA Petition for Declaratory Ruling (filed September 6, 2019), 
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10906760521179/190906%20CTIA%20Infrastructure%20PDR%20Final.pdf. 
2 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, Pub. L. No. 112-96, title VI, § 6409(a), 126 Stat. 156 
(Feb. 22, 2012) (Spectrum Act) (codified at 47 U.S.C. § 1455(a)).  The rule, 47 CFR § 1.6100, was originally 
codified as 47 CFR § 1.40001, see Acceleration of Broadband Deployment by Improving Wireless Facilities Siting 
Policies, 29 FCC Rcd 12865 (2014), aff’d, Montgomery County v. FCC, 811 F.3d 121 (4th Cir. 2015); and was later 
redesignated as § 1.6100 (with no substantive changes).  See 83 FR 51697, 51886 (Oct 15, 2018) 
3 47 U.S.C. § 224.
4 We assign RM-11849 to WIA’s Petition for Rulemaking.  WIA’s Petition for Declaratory Ruling was filed in WT 
Docket 17-79.  CTIA’s Petition for Declaratory Ruling was filed in WT Docket 17-79 and WC Docket 17-84.  
Instead of continuing to use WT Docket No. 17-79, we open a new docket, WT 19-250.  The petitions are combined 
into a single docket. 

https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/108273047516225/WIA%20Petition%20for%20Rulemaking%20(8-27-19).pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10827091727851/WIA%20Petition%20for%20Declaratory%20Ruling%20(8-27-19).pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10906760521179/190906%20CTIA%20Infrastructure%20PDR%20Final.pdf
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Section 6409 be cost-based.  WIA’s Petition for Declaratory Ruling asks the Commission to clarify: (1) 
that Section 6409(a) and our related rules apply to all state and local authorizations; (2) when the time to 
decide an application begins to run; (3) what constitutes a substantial change under Section 6409(a); (4) 
that “conditional” approvals by localities violate Section 6409(a); and (5) that localities may not establish 
processes or impose conditions that effectively defeat or reduce the protections afforded under Section 
6409(a).5 

CTIA’s Petition for Declaratory Ruling asks the Commission to clarify the terms “concealment 
element,” “equipment cabinet,” and “base station” in our rules, and clarify that when an application is 
“deemed granted” under Section 6409, applicants may lawfully construct even if the siting authority has 
not issued construction permits.  With respect to section 224, CTIA asks the Commission to: (1) 
determine that the definition of the term “pole” in section 224 includes light poles; (2) conclude that 
utilities may not impose blanket prohibitions on access to certain parts of the pole; and (3) clarify that 
utilities may not ask attachers to accept terms and conditions that are inconsistent with the Commission’s 
rules.   

We seek comment on these issues and all other issues raised by the three Petitions.  We invite 
interested parties to submit factual data and economic analysis of the costs and benefits of the specific 
declaratory rulings, clarifications, and rule amendments discussed in the Petitions (or any alternative 
policies) and other factors relevant to whether they would serve the public interest.  We also seek 
comment on whether the Commission should amend its rules in other respects or adopt other policies to 
more effectively implement the Spectrum Act, promote infrastructure deployment, and serve the interests 
of consumers, and on the Commission’s legal authority to take such actions. 

Filing Requirements.  Interested parties may file comments on or before the date indicated on the 
first page of this document.6  All filings must refer to RM-11849 and WT Docket No. 19-250, and if 
addressing issues relating to section 224, WC Docket 17-84.7  Comments may be filed using the 
Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS).8  

 Electronic Filers:  Comments may be filed electronically using the Commission’s online 
Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS):  https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/.  

 Paper Filers:  Parties who choose to file by paper must file an original and one copy of each 
filing.

 Filings can be sent by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by first-
class or overnight U.S. Postal Service mail.  All filings must be addressed to the Commission’s 
Secretary, Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission.

o All hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper filings for the Commission’s Secretary 
must be delivered to FCC Headquarters at 445 12th Street, SW, Room TW-A325, 
Washington, DC 20554.  The filing hours are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  All hand deliveries 
must be held together with rubber bands or fasteners.  Any envelopes and boxes must be 
disposed of before entering the building.

o Commercial overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority 
Mail) must be sent to 9050 Junction Drive, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701.

5 47 CFR §§ 1.6100(b) and (c).  WIA also seeks clarification of the meaning of phrases in the rule such as 
“separation from the nearest antenna,” “equipment cabinets,” and “outside the current site.” 47 CFR §§ 
1.6100(b)(7)(i), (b)(7)(iii)-(iv).
6 See 47 CFR §§ 1.2, 1.405, and 1.419.
7 All filings relating to this Public Notice should refer only to the dockets listed above. 
8 See Electronic Filing of Documents in Rulemaking Proceedings, 63 FR 24121 (1998).
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o U.S. Postal Service first-class, Express, and Priority mail must be addressed to 445 12th 
Street, SW, Washington DC  20554.

Ex Parte Rules.  This proceeding shall be treated as a “permit-but-disclose” proceeding in 
accordance with the Commission’s ex parte rules.9  Persons making ex parte presentations must file a 
copy of any written presentation or a memorandum summarizing any oral presentation within two 
business days after the presentation (unless a different deadline applicable to the Sunshine period applies).  
Persons making oral ex parte presentations are reminded that memoranda summarizing the presentation 
must (1) list all persons attending or otherwise participating in the meeting at which the ex parte 
presentation was made, and (2) summarize all data presented and arguments made during the 
presentation.  If the presentation consisted in whole or in part of the presentation of data or arguments 
already reflected in the presenter’s written comments, memoranda or other filings in the proceeding, the 
presenter may provide citations to such data or arguments in his or her prior comments, memoranda, or 
other filings (specifying the relevant page and/or paragraph numbers where such data or arguments can be 
found) in lieu of summarizing them in the memorandum.  Documents shown or given to Commission 
staff during ex parte meetings are deemed to be written ex parte presentations and must be filed 
consistent with rule 1.1206(b).  In proceedings governed by rule 1.49(f) or for which the Commission has 
made available a method of electronic filing, written ex parte presentations and memoranda summarizing 
oral ex parte presentations, and all attachments thereto, must be filed through the electronic comment 
filing system available for that proceeding, and must be filed in their native format (e.g., .doc, .xml, .ppt, 
searchable .pdf).  Participants in this proceeding should familiarize themselves with the Commission’s ex 
parte rules.

People with Disabilities.  To request materials in accessible formats for people with disabilities 
(Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format), send an e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or call the 
Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530 (voice), 844-432-2275 (videophone), or 
202-418-0432 (TTY).  

Additional Information.  For further information regarding this Notice, please contact David 
Sieradzki, Senior Counsel, Competition and Infrastructure Policy Division, Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau, at (202) 418-1368, or by e-mail to David.Sieradzki@fcc.gov or Mike Ray, Attorney Advisor, 
Competition Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, at (202) 418-0357 or michael.ray@fcc.gov.  

-FCC-

9 47 CFR §§ 1.1200 et seq.

mailto:David.Sieradzki@fcc.gov
mailto:adam.copeland@fcc.gov
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Councilmembers introduce zoning proposal 
to legalize small-scale equipment for 5g 
wireless - Riemer, Albornoz and Rice call 
next generation wireless infrastructure “an 
economic development imperative”

For Immediate Release: Monday, September 30, 2019

ROCKVILLE, Md., Sept. 30, 2019—On Tuesday, October 1 three Councilmembers will introduce 

a zoning text amendment, ZTA 19-07, that prescribes new rules for the siting of wireless facilities in 

the County’s residential zones. The measure, sponsored by Councilmembers Hans Riemer, Gabe 

Albornoz and Craig Rice, aims to allow the deployment of next-generation wireless infrastructure, 

which will offer faster speeds, enhanced reliability and much greater capacity. 

“The next generation of wireless technology will be profoundly more powerful than what we all use 

today,” said Riemer. “The opportunities for innovation and advancement in health care, education, 

transportation, agriculture, entertainment and many other sectors cannot be understated. I want 

Montgomery County residents and businesses to have access to next-generation wireless 

technology, but the County’s current zoning code effectively prohibits this technology in residential 

areas. This zoning change will fix that by enabling the deployment essential to supporting our tech 

devices both at home and in the workplace.”

“Connecting our County through the next generation of wireless technology will make our lives 

better in so many ways,” said Albornoz. “Imagine if a firefighter could be guided through a burning 

building by viewing the building layout in their helmet, or a paramedic treating a patient in an 

ambulance could be guided by a doctor miles away. This is the future, and we need to prepare for it 

by laying the foundation. This ZTA will get us there.” 



“This ZTA is a step in the right direction for all County residents,” said Rice. “The tech industry is 

moving towards 5g wireless because they realize the evolution of technology has dramatically 

increased the number of high data users in our nation and throughout the world. Here in the County, 

we are seeing the increasing demand for stronger and more reliable signal service from our average 

tech user and especially from our small business owners located in residential areas and our 

budding entrepreneurs. ZTA 19-07 meets their needs, boosting their potential and consequently 

supporting local economic development.”    

Current and future wireless networks will increasingly take advantage of millimeter wave spectrum 

above 24ghz, which means that they can carry a lot of information (every wobble of the wave can 

carry data) but they won’t travel very far. Thus, the technology requires many antennas that are 

closer to the device. While today’s technology relies on relatively few but tall macro towers, 

tomorrow’s technology will also make use of antennas on utility poles and streetlights. The problem 

is that Montgomery County’s zoning code does not allow these new wireless facilities in residential 

areas, where people also use their devices at home. 

Accordingly, ZTA 19-07 does the following: 

• Allows wireless facilities on poles in the public right-of-way by “limited use” when those 

antennas are set back at least 60 feet from the nearest building, plus numerous other 

screening, color, and size/height conditions.

• Allows wireless facilities on poles in the public right-of-way by “conditional use” when 

those antennas are between 30-60 feet from the nearest building, plus numerous other 

screening, color, and size/height conditions.

• Does not allow antennas on poles that are closer than 30 feet to the nearest building.

• Revises the conditional use process to comply with federal law by

◦ affixing deadlines to all steps in the process to meet federal shot clocks.

◦ requiring that the hearing examiner’s inquiry must determine the least visually obstructive 

location when ensuring provision of service.

◦ allowing the batching of applications.

◦ directing that appeals of the hearing examiner’s decisions go straight to the Circuit Court.

The impact of this proposal is that the industry is incentivized to use poles that are 60 feet or more 

from a building. When the setback distance is between 60 to 30 feet, residents will continue to have 

a voice in the process to argue that there are less obtrusive locations. No equipment will be allowed 

closer than 30 feet to a house or other habitable building.



The previous Council took these issues up in 2018 and passed ZTA 18-02. Then-Council President 

Riemer was the lead sponsor of this zoning change that allowed deployment of wireless facilities in 

mixed-use and non-residential zones. The previous Council also reviewed a residentially-focused 

ZTA in the fall of 2018, but Riemer did not bring the issue to a final vote because consensus on the 

measure was not reached. 

Riemer added, “This new zoning measure also aims to disrupt efforts in the Maryland General 

Assembly and at the Federal Communications Commission to remove the County’s authority to 

control how these facilities are deployed. The County is fighting those preemption efforts, not by 

opposing next-generation wireless technology, but by arguing that we should retain local control 

over deployment because we can do a better job for our residents. This zoning change would 

exercise the local authority that we are fighting to protect. Our own standards are more protective of 

local concerns than the industry-supported proposals in the state or federal government.” 

Riemer serves on the FCC Intergovernmental Advisory Committee (IAC) and as a member of the 

Telecommunications & Technology Steering Committee at the National Association of Counties 

(NACo). He has sponsored numerous resolutions and advisory recommendations as a member of 

these organizations and has advocated forcefully against federal preemption because the best and 

fastest deployment will only happen if local governments have a real seat at the table.  

A public hearing for ZTA 19-07 will be scheduled at a later date. Read more about ZTA 19-07 here.  

Give us your feedback on social media using #MoCoWireless.

# # #
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Mary Beth Tung, Esq 
Director 
Maryland Energy Administration 
1800 Washington Blvd. 
Baltimore, MD 21230 
 
RE:       Letter of Engagement for Maryland Energy Administration Education, Outreach, and Technical 

Assistance Program under U.S. Department of Energy’s State Energy Program 2019 Competitive 

Award 

 

Dear Dr. Tung, 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has awarded a State Energy Program 2019 competitive award to 

the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) to provide education, outreach and technical assistance to 

local jurisdictions and state highway departments to support implementation of streetlighting conversions 

to LEDs. The goal of this grant is to provide technical assistance services to explore the feasibility of 

conversions and provide major financing options, such as energy performance contracting (EPC), utility 

incentives, and utility bill repayments. 

MEA will offer technical assistance at no cost to local jurisdictions during the three-year grant period of 

performance and while DOE funding is available. We understand that a local government that chooses to 

participate in this program will have access to MEA’s team of expert consultants, who have decades of 

experience in energy efficiency, EPCs, and financing, including specific experience in streetlight 

conversion negotiations with utilities. In addition to MEA, the project team consists of consultants from 

Clean Energy Solutions, Inc. (CESI), the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG), 

Northern Virginia Regional Council (NRVC), and the National Association of State Energy Officials.  

The technical assistance options available to local governments through this program may include: 
 

1) Analyze the inventory of existing streetlights, once provided the list including the number of lights 
by wattage and type (HPS vs. mercury vapor), to estimate the costs and savings for up front 
purchasing and installation, given a few scenarios about tariff issues; 

2) Meet with key stakeholders in local government and the utility, as needed; 
3) Examine the existing streetlighting tariff and suggest opportunities to negotiate the terms of 

investment and maintenance in a downward direction;  
4) Field technical questions, such as warranties, maintenance responsibilities of the respective 

parties, procurement options, and lighting performance specs;  
5) Discern the availability of financial incentives from a utility;  
6) Provide draft RFQs or RFPs for ESCOs and lighting contractors to secure the LED conversions, 

including their financing, installation, and maintenance, if desired; 
7) Review the RFQ or RFP responses from vendors for comprehensiveness and cost 

reasonableness; 
8) Provide references of other local communities that have already converted to LEDs; 

 

We understand that we can select from any one or more of these technical assistance options, depending 
upon our needs and questions.  
 
This letter extends a commitment of technical assistance from MEA to the Town of Somerset, Chevy 
Chase, Maryland. Our signature below indicates our willingness to engage MEA in this program. This 
letter does not obligate the Town of Somerset to enter into any contract with any vendors, including 
MEA’s team of expert consultants. 



   
 

   
 

We understand that this program is voluntary and that MEA and its team  of consultants are not 

responsible for any liabilities that may arise with regard to any contractual parties we may later engage.  

The Town of Somerset understands that MEA will not provide EPC services, purchase any equipment, or 

install any streetlighting measures. MEA will not provide compensation for any contractors, vendors, or 

services that the Town of Somerset may need to 1) participate in the program, 2) take full advantage of 

opportunities or financial resources identified by the program, 3) engage an ESCO, or 4) implement a 

conversion. All assistance provided by MEA and its team of expert consultants will conclude by 

December 2021 or when DOE funds are exhausted, whichever occurs first. Any questions about the 

technical assistance program can be directed to Steve Morgan at Clean Energy Solutions Inc., 

smorgan@cleanenergysol.com. 

The Town of Somerset looks forward to working with MEA to realize the cost and energy-saving benefits 

from cost-effective energy efficiency projects.  

 

OFFERED: 

 

_____________________________________ 
Mary Beth Tung, Esq. Director 
Maryland Energy Administration 
 

 

ACCEPTED: 
 
 
 
____________________________ this ____ day of ______________, YEAR. 
Jeffrey Z. Slavin, Mayor 
Town of Somerset, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
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