


As a victim or witness of crime, you have certain rights
under Virginia’s Crime Victim and Witness Rights Act
(§ 19.2-11.01). These rights include:
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rrovides protection rom narm and threats of harm
arising out of your cooperation with law-enforcement or
prosecution efforts.

e Financi °

You may request assistance with community
intervention/social services as needed. You may be
eligible to file a claim for compensation from the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund. You may also
request restitution for theft or any damages resulting
from the crime.
e Noti

You may request a written excuse for work or school.
You may also request to be notified of the following: if there
are any changes to your court date; if the defendant is
transferred from one facility to another, escapes, changes
his/her name, is released, discharged, or is| ced on
probation; or if your case is appealed or the defendant
files a habeas corpus petition.

e T put

1n teiony cases you are entitled to information
regarding the disposition of the case, including any
plea agreement. You may write a Victim Impact Statement,
if applicable. You a  also permitted to remain in the
courtroom during the criminal trial as permitted by the
court.
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You may request tne following: a courtroom tour,
escort to the courtroom, or moral support during the
hearing; a closed preliminary hearing in specific situations;
that your contact information remain confidential except
when necessary for the criminal proceeding; and the
services of an interpreter.
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upon written request, you will be provided
information pertaining to the case. You will also be
notified if the defendant is released pending an appeal.

You have questions ¢ out your role as a
victim or witness

You would like an explanation of court
procedures

Your personal property is being held as
evidence and you want to know if you can
recover it

You want assistance in filing for
compensation under the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Fund

You have changed your home/work
telephone numbers or address

You need a referral to community service
agencies for counseling or other assistance

You are not receiving restitution payments
that were ordered by the court

You have received crime related threats or
harassment

You need information regarding the status of
your case

You just need someone to talk to

















