
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Thursday, January 28, 2011 

 
 
The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, January 28, 
2011, at 6:00 P.M. in the Smyth County Office Building. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Dennis Blevins, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, Karl Kalber, L. 
V. “Pokey” Harris, Wayne Venable and G. Blake Frazier 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk and Sally Morgan 
 
Others Present: Regina Davidson and 3 citizens 
 
Chairman Kalber called the meeting to order and opened the floor for motions to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Mr. Venable made a motion which was seconded by Mr. Sparks and 
unanimously approved. 
 
Election of Officers:  Mr. Kalber took nominations for temporary Chairman.  Mr. Venable 
nominated Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Sparks, and with no other nominations it was 
unanimously carried that Mr. Williams act as temporary Chairman. 
 
Chairman:  Mr. Williams then opened the floor for nominations of Chairman for calendar year 
2011.  Mr. Davidson nominated Mr. Kalber for Chairman; it was seconded by Mr. Venable.  With 
no other nominations it was unanimously carried that Mr. Kalber act as Chairman for 2011.  Mr. 
Williams then turned the meeting over to Mr. Kalber.   

 
Vote: 6 yeas   (Davidson, Blevins, Sparks, Venable, Harris, and Frazier) 
 1 abstain  (Kalber)  

   
 
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Kalber opened the floor for nominations of Vice-Chairman for calendar year 
2011.  Mr. Davidson nominated Mr. Blevins for Vice Chairman; it was seconded by Mr. Venable.  
With no other nominations it was unanimously carried that Mr. Blevins act as Vice-Chairman for 
2011.   

 
Vote: 6 yeas   (Davidson, Kalber, Sparks, Venable, Harris and Frazier) 

  1 abstain  (Blevins) 
 
Secretary:  Mr. Kalber opened the floor for nominations of Secretary for calendar year 2011.  
Mr. Davidson nominated Mr. Venable; it was seconded by Mr. Blevins. With no other 
nominations it was unanimously carried that Mr. Venable act as Secretary for 2011.   

 
Vote: 6 yeas  (Davidson, Kalber, Blevins, Sparks, Harris and Frazier) 

  1 abstain  (Venable) 
 
Clerk:  Mr. Kalber opened the floor for nomination of Clerk for calendar year 2011.  Mr. Blevins 
nominated Mrs. Kirk; it was seconded by Mr. Davidson.  With no other nominations it was 
unanimously carried that Mrs. Kirk act as Clerk for 2011. 

 
Vote: 7 yeas   (Davidson, Kalber, Blevins, Sparks, Venable, Harris and   
   Frazier) 
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Set Calendar year 2011:  Considering the Board’s recent decision to cancel meetings which do 
not require action on new matters, the Planning Commission will meet as necessary on the 
fourth Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. with the exception of November and December due 
to holidays.  Those meetings were scheduled for Thursday, November 17 and Thursday, 
December 15 both at 6:00 p.m. 
  
Minutes:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, December 16, 
2010, meeting.  Mr. Sparks seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Citizens’ Time:  Three citizens were present but did not wish to speak. 
 
Zoning Ordinance:  Mr. Williams explained the Board’s decision to approve the special use 
permit for a campground by Ralph and Sharon Butler with a condition that only ten (10) primitive 
sites be approved. 
 
2011 Operating Procedures:  Mr. Venable made a motion to approve the 2011 Operating 
Procedures with the addition of restricting tobacco use during meetings.  Mr. Sparks seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 
  
2010 Annual Report:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to approve the report with one grammatical 
change.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sparks and unanimously carried.   
 
Mount Rogers Planning District Appointment:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to appoint Mr. 
Venable for a four-year term which was seconded by Mr. Sparks and unanimously approved. 
 
Budget for 2010-2011 fiscal years: Mr. Williams presented the 2011-2012 Planning 
Commission budget.  Mr. Williams informed the Commission that he had not received 
instructions to make any budget cuts and if that matter arose, he would bring the budget back to 
the Commission for review and approval.  Upon motion of Mr. Sparks, seconded by Mr. 
Venable, and unanimously carried, the budget proposed will be forwarded to the Budget 
Committee as presented.  
 
2010 Comprehensive Plan:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to schedule a public hearing for the 
2010 Comprehensive Plan during the February 24, 2011 meeting at 6:15 p.m.  Mr. Venable 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kalber again asked citizens present if they wished to speak.  Ron Blevins, citizen of the 
North Fork District, requested the Commission place citizen’s time at the end of their agenda. 
 
Training:  Mrs. Kirk handed out the PlanVIRGINIA 2011 Training Calendar and asked that any 
Commissioner wishing to attend any of the programs presented please contact her to make 
arrangements. 
 
Adjournment:  Upon motion of Mr. Blevins, seconded by Mr. Venable and unanimously carried 
the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Wayne Venable, Secretary 



Note from Clerk:  These minutes are written as the agenda was presented.  Some votes may appear out of order. 
 

SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Thursday, February 24, 2011 

 
 
The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, February 24 
27, 2011, at 6:00 P.M. in the Smyth County Office Building. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Karl Kalber, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, Wayne 
Venable, Blake Frazier, and Dennis Blevins; Absent:  Pokey Harris 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, and Sally Morgan 
 
At approximately 6:00 p.m. Chairman Kalber called the meeting to order. 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Mr. Venable made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented which 
was seconded by Mr. Sparks and unanimously passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, 
January 27, 2011, meeting.  Mr. Venable seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Citizens’ Time:  No one spoke during citizen's time.   
 
Other Business:  Mr. Williams reminded reappointed and newly appointed members to visit the 
Clerk’s Office as soon as possible to take an oath of office.  He also requested any members 
interested in receiving hearing information packets by email to please provide us with their email 
address. 
 
Recess:  At approximately 6:05 p.m. Mr. Kalber recessed the Planning Commission meeting 
until their 6:15 p.m. public hearing on the 2010 Comprehensive Plan Review. 
  
Public Hearing:  At 6:15 p.m. Chairman Kalber reconvened the Planning Commission and 
called the public hearing to order and read the legal ad.  Commissioners Kalber, Sparks, 
Blevins, Davidson, Frazier and Venable were present with Commissioner Harris absent.  Staff 
present was Clegg Williams, Sally Morgan and Becca Kirk.  Two citizens were present, Earl 
McClure and Deanie Demmick. 
 
Mr. Williams explained the purpose of the County’s Comprehensive Plan and the requirement 
for the plan to be reviewed every five years by law.  He explained that due to the lack of 
information requested on the 2010 census forms, Chapter II: Economy Chapter will have little 
information revised.  He explained the Committee was formed by the Planning Commission last 
January and each Commission member selected one citizen from their district.   
 
Earl McClure was present and voiced his interpretation of the law for reviewing Comprehensive 
Plans. He stated the Planning Commission was premature to review the plan without the 2010 
census data available.  He encouraged the Commission to wait until this information is available 
to review the plan.  He felt that the Committee wasted time reviewing the plan without census 
data. He stated he didn’t see and firm commitments to the strategies and expressed his opinion 
for an urgent need for an interchange in the McMullin/Adwolfe community.  He stated there has 
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been no report presented for what has been accomplished from the previous plan’s strategies 
and the plan did not include any costs for “encouraged” projects. 
 
Deanie Demmick questioned how the plan is implemented and where the financial funds came 
from. 
 
Sally Morgan explained the process of gathering information for the census data.  She 
explained this past year’s census was not as detailed as previous times.  She stated that in the 
future a representative sample will be taken and estimates published.  The Committee wanted 
to review the current information and then once the census data is released the committee will 
revisit the plan and update Chapter II: Economy with the new data. 
 
Mr. Williams explained the Commission could recommend forwarding the plan to the Board as 
proposed by the Committee or they could wait consider the public’s comments and discuss the 
matter during their next meeting.   
 
2010 Comprehensive Plan Review Recommendation:  Mr. Blevins made a motion to forward 
the updated plan review to the full Board for consideration.  Mr. Sparks seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
At approximately 6:50 p.m. Mr. Kalber recessed the Planning Commission’s public hearing until 
their 7:00 joint public hearing with the Board of Supervisors. 
 
At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Clark, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and Mr. Kalber, Chairman of the 
Planning Commission, called the joint public hearing to order.  Mr. Michael Carter read the 
advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News and Messenger as well as the rules of 
procedure during public hearings.   
 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Charlie Clark, Regina Davidson, Wade Blevins, Darlene 
Neitch, Brenda Waddell, and Roscoe Call; Absent:  Todd Dishner 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Karl Kalber, Norman Sparks, Dennis Blevins, Graham 
Davidson, Blake Frazier and Wayne Venable; Absent: Pokey Harris  
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, Michael Carter, Pam Testerman, Sally Morgan, 
John H. Tate Jr., and Scott Simpson 
 
Others Present:  Approximately 16 citizens were present including Dan Kegley with the Smyth 
County News & Messenger. 
 
Richard Jennings — Application to Amend the Zoning Map:  At approximately 7:08 p.m. Mr. 
Williams explained an application from Richard Jennings and his family to amend the zoning 
map for two tracts of land off Exit 50 on Perry Lane.  The first tract is approximately 9.81 acres 
to be rezoned from Commercial to Industrial.  The second tract is approximately 112 acres to be 
rezoned from Agricultural/Rural to Industrial.  The property is identified as Tax Map Nos. 48C-6-
1, 48-5-1 and 48C-3-54.  Mr. Williams pointed out the pertinent sections of the ordinance for the 
application.  He stated the applicant paid the required fee for both applications and he 
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advertised notice of this public hearing in the Smyth County News on February 12 and 19.  
Additionally, he sent letters to all of the adjoining property owners for which an affidavit is on file. 
 
Richard Jennings explained his family is in negotiations to sell the property and they see the 
sale as positive progress for the County.  He indicated if the rezoning did not pass the 
negotiations would cease. 
 
William Armstrong stated he resides at 190 Perry Lane and supported the application for 
rezoning.  He stated individuals who purchased property and live on interchanges should not 
expect peace and quiet and felt this application would not impact the neighborhood anymore 
more than the interstate and existing industrial uses. 
 
Earl McClure stated his opinion that the County did not have the legal right to rezone property 
and read Va. State Code §15.2-2200. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Clark and Chairman Kalber closed the joint public hearing at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Chairman Kalber recessed the Planning Commission. 
 
Chairman Kalber reconvened the Commission at approximately 7:20 p.m. in the Board Room 
located on the 3rd Floor.  Mr. Kalber opened the floor to the Commission for comments or 
questions. The Commission members stated they did not see a problem with the application 
and considering it is identified as Commercial/Industrial on the County’s Comprehensive Plan it 
should be recommended for approval. 
 
Recommendation on the request of Richard Jennings for a Map Amendment:  Mr. Sparks 
made a motion to recommend the Board approve Richard Jennings’s applications to rezone 
both requests: Tax Map No.48C-6-1, approximately 9.87 acres from Commercial to Industrial; 
and Tax Map Nos. 48-5-1 and 48C-3-54, approximately 112 acres from Agricultural/Rural to 
Industrial, which was seconded by Mr. Blevins and unanimously carried. 
 
Adjournment:  Upon motion of Mr. Sparks, seconded by Mr. Blevins and unanimously carried 
the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Wayne Venable, Secretary 



 
Note from Clerk:  These minutes are written as the agenda was presented.  Some votes may appear out of order. 

 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, April 28, 2011 
 
The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, April 28, 2011, at 6:00 
P.M. in the Smyth County Office Building. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Karl Kalber, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, Wayne Venable, Blake 
Frazier, and Dennis Blevins; Absent:  Pokey Harris 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams and Becca Kirk 
 
At approximately 6:00 p.m. Chairman Kalber called the meeting to order. 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Mr. Venable made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented which was seconded 
by Mr. Blevins and unanimously passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Venable made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, February 24, 
2011, meeting.  Mr. Sparks seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Adoption and presentation of the Resolution for Amy Tuell has been postponed to the next meeting. 
 
Ordinance Committee Appointment:  Blake Frazier, Karl Kalber and Dennis Blevins volunteered to 
participate in the Ordinance Committee. 
 
Citizens’ Time:  No one spoke during citizen's time.   
 
Site Development Plan:  Les and Bobby Whitt – more than two dwelling units on a single lot:  Mr. Williams 
explained Les and Bobby Whitt, brothers, wish to install a third dwelling unit on their 106 acre tract of land 
located on Shale Bank Road in Marion.  Bobby Whitt explained that this location places the home off the 
road and gives it more privacy.  Les Whitt explained they both have children currently living on the 
property and do not wish to divide any land.  Consequently, they are requesting to place a third dwelling on 
the tract for another child.  He sated the property has a 40’ right of way, county water and they intend to 
use an existing septic system from a neighboring lot.  Les Whitt stated the only property owners using the 
right of way were themselves and Gary Hester’s property.  Mr. Blevins made a motion to approve Les and 
Bobby Whitt’s request which was seconded by Mr. Venable and unanimously passed. 
 
Recess:  At approximately 6:20 p.m. Mr. Davidson made a motion to recess the Planning Commission 
meeting until their 7:00 p.m. joint public hearing with the Board of Supervisors, which was seconded by Mr. 
Sparks. 
  
Public Hearing:  At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Clark, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and Mr. Kalber, Chairman of 
the Planning Commission, called the joint public hearing to order.  Mr. Michael Carter read the 
advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News and Messenger as well as the rules of procedure during 
public hearings.   
 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Charlie Clark, Regina Davidson, Darlene Neitch, Todd Dishner, and 
Roscoe Call; Absent:  Wade Blevins and Brenda Waddell 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Karl Kalber, Norman Sparks, Dennis Blevins, Graham Davidson, Blake 
Frazier and Wayne Venable; Absent: Pokey Harris  
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Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, Michael Carter, Pam Testerman, Sally Morgan, John H. Tate Jr., 
and Scott Simpson.  No citizens were present. 
 
William Randy Cook — Application for Special Use Permit:  At approximately 7:06 p.m. Mr. Williams 
explained an application from Mr. Cook for a Special Use Permit to operate an Automotive Sales and Service 
business from his existing personal garage located behind his residence.  The property is identified as Tax 
Map No. 65-A-131.  Mr. Williams pointed out the pertinent sections of the ordinance for the application.  He 
stated the applicant paid the required fee and he advertised notice of this public hearing in the Smyth 
County News on April 16 and 23.  Additionally, he sent letters to all of the adjoining property owners for 
which an affidavit is on file.  He stated he had not received any comments on the application. 
 
Mr. Cook explained he currently holds a private dealership license and in order to retain his license, he 
must be in operation 21 hours a week.  Currently, his business is located on St. Clairs Creek Road and he or 
his wife, a registered salesperson, have to be physically present  
at the place of business.  Due to their health conditions, he wishes to operate his business out of the 
convenience of his home.  No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Clark and Chairman Kalber closed the joint public hearing at 7:12 p.m.  Chairman Kalber 
recessed the Planning Commission. 
 
Chairman Kalber reconvened the Commission at approximately 7:13 p.m.  Mr. Kalber opened the floor to 
the Commission for comments or questions.  
 
Mr. Blevins asked Mr. Cook what size of land he has at his residence.  Mr. Cook replied with 19 acres.  Mr. 
Sparks inquired about obtaining a Commercial Entrance Permit.  Mr. Cook stated the application is in the 
process. 
 
Recommendation on the request of William Randy Cook for a Special Use Permit:  Mr. Davidson made 
a motion to recommend the Board approve William Randy Cook’s application for a Special Use Permit with 
a restriction of operating sales only and not servicing vehicles.  Mr. Blevins seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
Ordinance Committee Recommendation:  Mr. Kalber reported the Ordinance Committee met and 
reviewed a proposed change to the text of the Zoning Ordinance and recommended the proposed change 
be forwarded to the full Commission and set for public hearing.  Mr. Venable made a motion to schedule a 
public hearing on the proposed text amendment for May 26, 2011 and 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Frazier seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment:  Upon motion of Mr. Sparks, seconded by Mr. Frazier and unanimously carried the meeting 
was adjourned at approximately 7:21 p.m. 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Wayne Venable, Secretary 









 
Note from Clerk:  These minutes are written as the agenda was presented.  Some votes may appear out of order. 

 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 
 
The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, September 22, 
2011, at 6:00 P.M. in the Smyth County Office Building. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairman Karl Kalber, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, Wayne 
Venable, and Dennis Blevins; Absent:  Pokey Harris and Blake Frazier 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, Heather Pritts and Sally Morgan 
 
At approximately 6:00 p.m. Vice-Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order upon the request of 
Chairman Kalber. 
 
Mr. Williams made a brief introduction of the new County Attorney, Heather Pritts, who plans to 
attend future Planning Commission meetings. 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Mr. Venable made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented which was 
seconded by Mr. Sparks and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Venable made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, May 
26, 2011, meeting.  Mr. Sparks seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
Citizens’ Time:  No one spoke during citizen's time.   
 
Subdivision Ordinance:  Final Plat Submitted for Smyth County School Board:  Mr. Williams 
reviewed the proposed final plat by Smyth County School Board for review and approval of the 
Planning Commission.  Mr. Sparks asked if the “egress” road would be platted.  Dr. Jeff Cassell, 
representing the Smyth County School Board, indicated it had not been platted.  He stated the 
contours of the land and the amount of rock would play a major role in determining the road’s 
layout.  Additionally, he felt the School Board would have the road platted once it was constructed.  
Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve Smyth County School Board’s final plat, he was seconded by 
Mr. Venable and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
Bobby and Linda Roberts – request for re-division:  Mr. Williams presented Mr. and Mrs. Roberts’ 
request to re-divide five (5) acres of land located on White Rock Road into two tracts – one 
containing two acres and the other three acres.  The Roberts’s are currently constructing a cabin on 
the two acre tract and intend to sell the three acre tract which has road access to White Rock Road.   
Because their tract was created as an exception to the Subdivision Ordinance under Section 
4.2.23(2), the Roberts’ are requesting permission to further divide their lot in accordance Section 
4.3.23(2).  Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve Mr. and Mrs. Roberts’s request to re-divide their 
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five acre tract into two separate tracts, a two acre lot and a three acre lot, Mr. Venable made a 
second and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
Douglas and Tamara Witt – request for re-division:  Mr. Williams presented Mr. and Mrs. Witt’s 
request to re-divide Lot 1 containing (2) acres of land located on Piedmont Circle into two tracts – 
one containing 1.39 acres and the other containing 0.61 acre.  He stated Mr. Witt had obtained 
VDOT’s approval for entrance permits for both tracts and an AOSE report indicates each tract was 
suitable for a septic system.  Both actions assure potential buyers the land is suitable for housing 
development.  Mr. Witt was present and stated he intends to sell the tracts for residential 
development.  Mr. Witt further indicated this would be the last re-division request for this land 
division due to the lack of road frontage on Piedmont Circle.  Several Commission members stated 
their concerns of several highway entrances being so close together.  Because the division was 
created as an exception to the Subdivision Ordinance under Section 4.2.23(2), the Witt’s are 
requesting permission to further divide the Lot 1.  Mr. Davidson made a motion to approve Mr. and 
Mrs. Witt’s request to re-divide Lot 1 into two separate tracts, 1.39 acres and 0.61 acre, Mr. Sparks 
seconded the motion and following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
Comprehensive Plan Discussion:  Sally Morgan updated the Commission on the status of the 
proposed 2010 Comprehensive Plan review.  VDOT reviewed the Plan and had a substantial amount 
of suggestions.  Additionally, we have received 2010 Census data and it too needs to be 
incorporated.  She stated staff plans to add this new information to the proposed plan.  Mr. Sparks 
made a motion the new information be added to the 2010 Plan and it be presented to the full 
Commission, Mr. Kalber seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
County Attorney, Heather Pritts Discussion:   Mrs. Pritts introduced herself and gave a brief 
history of her education and work experience.  She provided each member with FOIA information 
and her contact information should they wish to discuss any County matters.  She provided the 
opportunity for the members to voice any concerns they have for which they would like her 
opinion.  For a number of reasons, she indicated the Board’s Committee is recommending the 
proposed Subdivision Ordinance be remanded back to the Planning Commission’s Ordinance 
Committee. 
  
Adjournment:  Upon motion of Mr. Venable, seconded by Mr. Sparks the meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 7:10 p.m. and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Kalber, Sparks, Davidson, Venable and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Frazier) 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Wayne Venable, Secretary 



 

 

 
Note from Clerk:  These minutes are written as the agenda was presented.  Some votes may appear out of order. 

 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 
 
The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, November 
17, 2011, at 6:15 P.M. in the Smyth County Office Building. 
 
Commissioners Present:  Vice Chairman Dennis Blevins, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, 
Wayne Venable, and Blake Frazier; Absent:  Pokey Harris and Karl Kalber 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, Heather Pritts and Sally Morgan 
 
At approximately 6:00 p.m. Vice Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Mr. Venable made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented which 
was seconded by Mr. Davidson and the following vote was recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Sparks, Davidson, Venable, Frazier and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Kalber) 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Venable made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, 
September 22, 2011, meeting.  Mr. Davidson seconded the motion and the following vote was 
recorded: 
 
 5 yeas  (Sparks, Davidson, Venable, Frazier and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Kalber) 
 
Sally Morgan presented a proposed resolution acknowledging, thanking Karl Kalber for his 
years of service to the Planning Commission. 
 
Other Business:  Due to scheduling, the Planning Commission voted to schedule the 
December meeting for December 13, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. instead of December 15, 2011.  
Furthermore, Mr. Williams informed the Commission the full Board has requested the proposed 
Subdivision Ordinance changes be sent back for a full review and revision to the updated 
Virginia Code.  The Commission decided to appoint an Ordinance Committee at their January 
meeting. 
 
Recess:  At approximately 6:26 p.m. Mr. Sparks made motion to recess the Planning 
Commission’s meeting until their 6:30 joint public hearing with the Board of Supervisors which 
was seconded by Mr. Frazier and the following vote was recorded. 
 
 5 yeas  (Sparks, Davidson, Venable, Frazier and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Kalber) 
 
At 6:30 p.m. Mr. Clark, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and Mr. Blevins, Co-Chairman of 
the Planning Commission, called the joint public hearing to order.  Mr. Michael Carter read the 
advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News and Messenger as well as the rules of 
procedure during public hearings.   
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON PROPOSED NEW SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE  
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ALLOWING THE VACATION OF LOT LINES BY DEED 
 
 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning Commission 
will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, November 17, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter, at the meeting room for the Board of Supervisors, located at 121 Bagley Circle, 
Marion, VA 24354, to receive public comment on the following proposed subdivision ordinance 
under Section 7.11 of the Smyth County Subdivision Code: 
 
 “7.11(a) Vacation of Lot Lines. 
 
 In addition to any other methods set forth and incorporated by reference herein, as 
 proscribed by law, any owner of two or more contiguous or adjoining lots may request 
 that the boundary or interior lot lines of any such parcels of land be vacated and 
 combined into a single lot provided that no easements or utility rights-of-way located 
 along any lot lines to be vacated shall be extinguished or altered without the express 
 written consent of all persons holding any interest therein.   
 
 The process for requesting a vacation of boundary lines is for the owner to submit a 
 prepared deed of vacation and consolidation that shall reference the recorded plat by 
 which the lot line(s) were originally created, a copy of the original recorded plat, a 
 completed application, and an application fee of $150.00 to the County Building and 
 Subdivision Department.  The County Building and Subdivision Department will review 
 and submit any completed requests to the Smyth County Board of Supervisors or its 
 designee for approval and execution.  The vacation of boundary lines shall be effective 
 upon the Owner’s recordation of the deed in the Smyth County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
 Office. 
 
 State Code reference Code of Virginia § 15.2-2275 (1950, as amended).”  
 
 At this public hearing, and subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors, 
any citizen of the County may appear and give his or her comments.  A full text version of this 
proposed subdivision ordinance is available at the office of the County Administrator, at 121 
Bagley Circle, Marion, VA 24354. 
 
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth County 
Administrator’s office at (276) 783-3298 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 
 
 

PROPOSED NEW SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE  
ALLOWING THE VACATION OF LOT LINES BY DEED 

 
 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a meeting on Thursday, November 
17, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter, at the meeting room for the Board of Supervisors, 
located at 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, VA 24354, following the joint public hearing of the Smyth 
County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning Commission, to vote on the 
proposed enactment of the following subdivision ordinance under Section 7.11 of the Smyth 
County Subdivision Code: 
 
 “7.11(a) Vacation of Boundary Lines. 
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 In addition to any other methods set forth and incorporated by reference herein, as 
 proscribed by law, any owner of two or more contiguous or adjoining lots may request 
 that the boundary or interior lot lines of any such parcels of land be vacated and 
 combined into a single lot provided that no easements or utility rights-of-way located 
 along any lot lines to be vacated shall be extinguished or altered without the express 
 written consent of all persons holding any interest therein.   
 
 The process for requesting a vacation of boundary lines is for the owner to submit a 
 prepared deed of vacation and consolidation that shall reference the recorded plat by 
 which the lot line(s) were originally created, a copy of the original recorded plat, a 
 completed application, and an application fee of $150.00 to the County Building and 
 Subdivision Department.  The County Building and Subdivision Department will review 
 and submit any completed requests to the Smyth County Board of Supervisors or its 
 designee for approval and execution.  The vacation of boundary lines shall be effective 
 upon the Owner’s recordation of the deed in the Smyth County Circuit Court Clerk’s 
 Office. 
 
 State Code reference Code of Virginia § 15.2-2275 (1950, as amended).”  
 
 A full text version of this proposed subdivision ordinance is available at the office of the 
County Administrator, at 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, VA 24354. 
 
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and participate in this meeting should contact the Smyth County 
Administrator’s office at (276) 783-3298 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 
 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Charlie Clark, Wade Blevins, Brenda Waddell, Todd 
Dishner, and Roscoe Call; Absent:  Regina Davidson and Darlene Neitch 
 
Commissioners Present:  Co-Chairman Dennis Blevins, Norman Sparks, Graham Davidson, 
Blake Frazier and Wayne Venable; Absent: Pokey Harris and Karl Kalber 
 
Staff Present:  Clegg Williams, Becca Kirk, Michael Carter, Sally Morgan, Heather Pritts, 
Charlie Atkins, and Scott Simpson 
 
Others Present:  Approximately 9 citizens were present. 
 
Vacation of Lot Lines:  At approximately 6:37 p.m. Mrs. Pritts clarified typographical errors 
placed in the newspaper paper legal ad.  Mr. Williams explained the proposed text amendment 
to the subdivision ordinance to allow for the vacation of boundary lines through the proper 
process.   
 
Ryan Hall, representing First Residential Mortgage Corporation, spoke in favor of this text 
amendment because our current ordinance makes mortgage loans difficult and sometimes 
impossible to approve due to boundary lines not being vacated. 
 
Jeff Richardson, Commissioner of the Revenue, also spoke in favor of the text amendment. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Clark and Vice Chairman Blevins closed the joint public hearing at 6:52 p.m. 
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Vice Chairman Blevins reconvened the Commission. 
 
Recommendation on the request to approve the text amendment to the Subdivision 
Ordinance:  Mr. Sparks made a motion to recommend the Board approve the proposed text 
amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance, which was seconded by Mr. Venable and the 
following vote was recorded. 
 
 5 yeas  (Sparks, Davidson, Venable, Frazier and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Kalber) 

 

Smyth County Planning Commission Recommendation to 

Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, Virginia 
 

 

 WHEREBY pursuant to the notice requirements of Va. Code Section 15.2-2204, upon 

such proper advertising November 6, 2011 and on November 12, 2011 in the Smyth County 

News and Messenger, a newspaper publication having general circulation within Smyth County, 

Virginia; 

  

 WHEREBY, pursuant to requirements of Va. Code Section 15.2-2204(A), on the 17th day 

of November, 2011, the Planning Commission for Smyth County, Virginia, held a joint public 

hearing with the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, to hear public comments in favor and in 

opposition of a proposed new subdivision ordinance under Section 7.11 of the Code of Smyth 

County: 

 

“7.11(a) Vacation of Boundary Lines. 

 

 In addition to any other methods set forth and incorporated by reference herein, as 

 prescribed by law, any owner of two or more contiguous or adjoining lots may request 

 that the boundary or interior lot lines of any such parcels of land be vacated and 

 combined into a single lot provided that no easements or utility rights-of-way located 

 along any lot lines to be vacated shall be extinguished or altered without the express 

 written consent of all persons holding any interest therein.   

 

 The process for requesting a vacation of boundary lines is for the owner to submit a 

 prepared deed of vacation and consolidation that shall reference the recorded plat by 

 which the boundary line(s) were originally created, a copy of the original recorded plat, a 

 completed application, and an application fee of $150.00 to the County Building and 

 Zoning Department.  The County Building and Zoning Department will review and 

 submit any completed requests to the Smyth County Board of Supervisors or its 

 designee for approval and execution.  The vacation of boundary lines shall be effective 

 upon the Owner’s recordation of the deed in the Smyth County Circuit Court Clerk’s 

 Office. 

 

 State Code reference Code of Virginia § 15.2-2275 (1950, as amended).”  
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 WHEREBY, upon proper notice, advertisement, hearing of comments from the public, 

and discussion, the Planning Commission for Smyth County hereby recommends that the Board 

of Supervisors of Smyth County approve and adopt Code Section 7.11(a) of the subdivision 

ordinance.  

 

 

_____________________    ____________________________________ 

Date        Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 
 
Adjournment:  Upon motion of Mr. Venable, seconded by Mr. Sparks the meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m. and the following vote was recorded. 
 
 5 yeas  (Sparks, Davidson, Venable, Frazier and Blevins) 
 2 absent (Harris and Kalber) 
 
 
             
     __________________________________________ 
      Wayne Venable, Secretary 


