Note from the Clerk: These minutes are written as the agenda was present. Some votes may appear out of order.

SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Thursday, May 28, 2026

The Smyth County Planning Commission met in their regular meeting on Thursday, May 28, 2026, at 6:30 P.M. in the Smyth
County Office Building.

Commissioners Present: Hazel WWagoner, Chairperson, Atkins District; Graham Davidson Jr., Vice-Chairman, Chilhowie
District; David C. Buchanan Jr., Saltville District; Robert Campbell, North Fork District; Tony Dean, Royal Oak District; and
Lea Meadows, Park District.

Commissioners Absent: Paul Shepherd, Rye Valley District

Staff Present: Becca Creasy and Kelsey Marchant

Adoption of Agenda: Hazel Wagoner called the meeting to order. David Buchanan Jr. made a motion to approve the
agenda, which was seconded by Tony Dean, and the following vote recorded.

Vote: 6 yeas Buchanan Jr., Campbell, Dean, Meadows, and \WWagoner
0 nays
1 abstain Davidson Jr.
1 absent Shepherd

Minutes: Mr. Buchanan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Thursday, April 23, 2026, meeting. It was seconded
by Lea Meadows and the following vote recorded.

Vote: 6 yeas Buchanan Jr., Campbell, Dean, Meadows, and Wagoner
0 nays
1 abstain Davidson Jr.
1 absent Shepherd

Citizens’ Time: No citizens were present.

Zoning Administrator Report: Ms. Creasy informed the Commissioners of the Board's unanimous decision to approve the
special use permits for Gena Stanley's child day center and Chris Saufley’s RV Park as presented. She also updated the
Commissioners on the upcoming joint-public hearing on June 25, to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include data centers.

Other Business: Ms. Creasy, Mr. Dean, and Ms. Meadows had general discussion about data centers with the
Commissioners, primarily about the positives and negatives if one were to come into Smyth County.

Questions/Comments from Commissioners: None

Recess: At 6:42 PM, Mrs. Wagoner recessed the meeting for a joint public hearing with the Board of Supervisors.

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING WITH BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Board Members Present: Charles Atkins, Chairman, Atkins District; Mike Sturgill, Vice-Chairman, Chilhowie District;
Roscoe Call, Saltville District; Rick Billings, North Fork District; Jason Parris, Rye Valley District; Kris Ratliff, Park District;
and Courtney Widener, Royal Oak District.

Commissioners Present: Hazel Wagoner, Chairperson, Atkins District; Graham Davidson Jr., Vice-Chairman, Chilhowie
District; Tony Dean, Royal Oak District; Lea Meadows, Park District; Robert Campbell, North Fork District; and David
Buchanan Jr., Saltville District.

Commissioners Absent: Paul Shepherd, Rye Valley District

Staff Present: Shawn Utt, County Administrator; Clegg Williams, Assistant County Administrator — Development; Kendra
Hayden, Economic Developer, Becca Creasy, Zoning Administrator; and Kelsey Marchant, Clerk of the Planning
Commission.
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5/28/2026 7:01 PM Charles Atkins, Chairman of the Board, and Hazel Wagoner, Chairperson of the Planning Commission,
called the joint-public hearing to order. Clegg Williams read the legal ad in the record.

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission will hold a joint public hearing on Thursday, May
28, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. (or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard) in the Smyth County Office Building, 121
Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, for the Planning Commission to consider whether to recommend the approval of the
following applications, and the Board of Supervisors to consider whether to accept the Planning Commission
recommendations on the following applications to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth County, Virginia:

An application from Brian Karriker for a Special Use Permit to operate a Retail Store at 1220 South Fork Road in Marion,
Virginia identified as Tax Map No. 67-A-1508 and zoned Agricultural/Rural.

Any person may appear and be heard on this matter, subject to the rules of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors
and Planning Commission. Application materials are available for public review in the offices of the Zoning Administrator
and County Administrator, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, during regular business hours. Persons requiring special
assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact (276) 706-8315 at least 48 hours before the hearing.
Smyth County complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act; for information call (276) 783-3298 or visit
www.smythcounty.org.

BY ORDER OF THE
SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AND THE
PLANNING COMMISSION
Shawn M. Utt, County Administrator
Hazel Wagoner, Chairperson of the Planning Commission

5/28/2026 7:03 PM Courtney Widener made a motion to waive the reading of the rules. It was seconded by Jason Parris
and unanimously approved.

5/28/2026 7:03 PM Becca Creasy introduced a special use permit for a retail store submitted by Brian Karriker. Ms. Creasy
indicated that in 2019 Mr. Karriker had obtained a zoning permit for a home occupation located at his residence on 1220
South Fork Road, Marion. Since then, his operations have grown and exceed the use as a home occupation. He has since
built an accessory building where his business is being conducted. While the building was permitted, there are several
things that will need to be brought up to code. Mr. Buchanan then asked Ms. Creasy if she received any comments or
questions from citizens. She said she mainly had concerns about explosions or the building catching fire, since Mr. Karriker
was dealing with guns and ammunition.

5/28/2026 7:05 PM Mike Sturgill asked Mr. Karriker about the security measures he had in place for his business. Mr.
Karriker indicated that he has a yearly subscription-based security alarm. He also has cameras all around his business.

5/28/2026 7:06 PM Robert Campbell asked if there would be any shooting on the premise. Mr. Karriker there was no
shooting on the premise but, there was a makeshift, private range in the field all the way in the back. However, it was not
under his operation.

5/28/2026 7:08 PM Roscoe Call had several questions for Mr. Karriker, concerning his ATF license, if he was gunsmithing,
and if he was buying and selling firearms, reloading equipment, and gun powder

5/28/2026 7:17 PM Brian Karriker — Special Use Permit — Retail Store — 1220 South Fork Road, Marion (Tax Map No.
67-A-150B) Mr. Buchanan Jr. made a motion to recommend approval of Mr. Karriker's Special Use Permit for a Retail Store
as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Davidson Jr., and the following vote was recorded:

Vote: 6 yeas Buchanan Jr., Campbell, Davidson Jr., Dean, Meadows, and Wagoner
0 nays
1 absent Shepherd
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5/28/2026 7:17 PM With no further questions or comments, Mr. Buchanan Jr. made a motion to adjourn; it was seconded
by Mr. Davidson Jr. and unanimously approved.

Tony Detan, Secretary



