
 

 

The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 
5:00 p.m. The location of the meeting was held in the First Floor Board Room of the County Office 
Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.  
 
PRESENT:     Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call 

 
ABSENT:     Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins 
 
STAFF: County Administrator, Shawn Utt 

Asst. County Administrator – Operations, Lisa Richardson 
Asst. County Administrator – Development, Clegg Williams 
Executive Assistant & Deputy Clerk, Madi Pitts 

 
OTHERS:   Smyth News & Messenger, Stephanie Porter-Nichols 

Smyth County Sheriff’s Office 
 
03/12/2026 5:00 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everyone. 
 
03/12/2026 5:00 PM Animal Control Sergeant Chris Bennett led the Pledge of Allegiance 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill provided the invocation.  
 
03/12/2026 5:02 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill entertained a motion 

to amend the agenda to add School Board Budget Transfer Request to New Business as Item 10a, as 

well as a Closed Session under Code of VA 2.2-3711(a)3 regarding Building Study Implementation 

Options.  

After further discussion, the following motion was made: 

• A motion was made by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris to amend the agenda to add 
School Board Budget Transfer Request to New Business as Item 10a, as well as a Closed Session 
under Code of VA 2.2-3711(a)3 regarding Building Study Implementation Options. Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe Call seconded this motion.  

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
AYES:    Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 



 

 

03/12/2026 5:02 PM Minutes of the February 26, 2026 meeting  
 
After further discussion, the following motion was made: 

• A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to approve the February 26, 
2026 meeting minutes as presented. North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings seconded this 
motion.  

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 5:03 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved onto 
presentations.  
 
03/12/2026 5:03 PM Smyth County Animal Rescue Director Susie Fields presented the Smyth 
County Animal Shelter & Rescue Annual Report, stating that they had made changes to ensure they 
vaccinate, sterilize, and microchip all animals prior to adoption. Mrs. Fields shared that they 
received a grant which allowed them to add a backup generator and dog play area to the Animal 
Shelter on Fox Valley Road and had recently received additional grants which would allow for 
future improvements, such as raised cat beds, an isolation room, and more.  
 
03/12/2026 5:08 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill thanked Smyth 
County Animal Rescue leadership and staff for their service to the community.  
 
03/12/2026 5:09 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris thanked Smyth County Animal 
Rescue  and shared that his family had positive experiences with adopting animals from the shelter.  
 
03/12/2026 5:09 PM Smyth County Library Director Rose Likins and Director of Tourism Amanda 
Livington provided an update on the VA250 committee for Smyth County, where they both serve as 
members. Ms. Likins emphasized Virginia’s role in the foundation of the United States. Director of 
Tourism Amanda Livingston provided a recap of the 2025 VA250 local events and an overview of 
grants used to market and host local VA250 events. Smyth County Library Director Rose Likins 
highlighted the upcoming 2026 VA250 events such as the Free Revolutionary War Film Series at the 
Lincoln Theatre, the publication of the Daughters of the Revolution award-winning essays, a flag 
exhibition at the Smyth County Courthouse, a reading of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 
the VA250 Mobile Museum on July 18, and an exhibit at the Museum of the Middle Appalachians in 
September.  
 
03/12/2026 5:22 PM Assistant County Administrator – Operations Lisa Richardson provided the 
February 2026 Financial Status Report, stating that the bank and CD balance ended at 
$18,430,383.61. Ms. Richardson also provided the Treasurer’s accountability report, Smyth County 



 

 

expenditure report, and the Smyth County revenue report. Ms. Richardson stated that the 
Treasurer’s accountability report includes information regarding uncollected taxes.  
 
03/12/2026 5:25 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill entertained a motion 
to accept the payment of invoices as presented from February 1, 2026 to February 28, 2026.  

• A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to accept the payment of 
invoices as presented from February 1, 2026 to February 28, 2026. North Fork District 
Supervisor Rick Billings seconded this motion.  

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 5:27 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved onto Citizen’s 
Time.  
 
03/12/2026 5:27 PM Smyth County Library Director Rose Likins stated that the Library Board of 
Trustees meeting will be on Monday, March 16th where they will swear in Nellie Harmon as the 
North Fork representative, Christy Berry was hired to teach classes with the new Makery at the 
Chilhowie Public Library, and shared the success of existing library programs. Mrs. Likins stated 
that the Library was awarded a $15,000 grant to purchase laptops for an AARP Senior Plant 
education program. Mrs. Likins concluded stating that the Smyth County Public Library had over 
82,000 visits in FY26.  
 
03/12/2026 5:31 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill shared his support 
for the Smyth County Public Library.  
 
03/12/2026 5:32 PM Dr. Charles Wassum of 321 Wassona Drive in Marion thanked the Board for 
their resolution opposing the proposed state-wide constitutional amendment regarding 
redistricting and read a letter he received from former Attorney General Jason Miyares regarding 
redistricting.  
 
03/12/2026 5:35 PM Travis Griffey of Saltville asked if the Board was considering adopting 
legislation providing protections against the effect of AI microwaves on the brain.  
 
03/12/2026 5:37 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt noted that he wasn’t aware of any 
legislation in Virginia and provided his contact information to Mr. Griffey for further 
communication.  
 
03/12/2026 5:37 PM Joey Cook of 225 Old Prater Road requested the Board support the 
reopening of the Grindstone Campground and request state representatives assist in the 
campground’s reopening.   



 

 

 
03/12/2026 5:40 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill stated that the 
campground had closed due to waste management policy violations and requested a resolution to 
support the campground.  
 
03/12/2026 5:42 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that he believed that a new sewer 
system for the campground had been fully funded.  
 
03/12/2026 5:42 PM Assistant County Administrator – Development Clegg Williams stated that 
County staff would contact the Grindstone Campground Area Manager Ed Wright for an update.  
 
03/12/2026 5:47 PM Seeing no more interested speakers, Vice Chair, Chilhowie District 
Supervisor Mike Sturgill closed Citizen’s Time and moved onto old business. 
 
03/12/2026 5:49 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt read the following Insurance committee 
report and recommendation: 
 

County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that Anthem health insurance premiums had 
increased by 25%, noting that the County staff’s highest expenses were pharmaceutical 
prescriptions. Mr. Utt suggested pursuing internal initiatives to increase staff health.  
Assistant County Administrator – Operations Lisa Richardson stated that some of the 
changes to insurance coverage included a $150 deductible for prescriptions for Tier 2 and 
Tier 3 prescriptions. HR Director Christy Bise stated that Anthem will no longer cover GLP-
1’s, that are prescribed for uses outside of medical necessity and was offered no medical 
alternatives by Anthem. Park District Supervisor Kris Ratliff encouraged staff to contact 
Anthem and confirm that they were not permitted to opt out of Pharmacy Benefit Managers. 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill presented the Smyth County School Board 
proposed insurance premium increases, which were lower than the County at 12%. HR 
Director Christy Bise noted that even with the anticipated modest raises the County is 
considering, the health insurance premium increases may result in some employees who 
would have lower paychecks than in FY26. Atkins District Supervisor Charlie Atkins 
encouraged finding solutions that did not decrease employee salaries and requested that 
staff contact an insurance specialist to assess potential cost savings in other areas. County 
Administrator Shawn Utt agreed to reach out to an insurance specialist. Assistant County 
Administrator – Operations Lisa Richardson proposed compiling information for staff if 
switching to their spouse’s insurance plan would be beneficial.  
 

03/12/2026 5:51 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener asked if both the individual 
and the County-paid portions of insurance were increasing by 25%.  
 
03/12/2026 5:51 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that both the individual staff and the 
County would experience this 25% increase in insurance payment. Mr. Utt stated that the County 
was currently evaluating the adoption of FSA & HSA accounts to help employees build financial 
buffers for the future.  
 
03/12/2026 5:56 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris asked if the County had 
considered changing insurances and what the cost of the 25% increase is for the County.  
 
03/12/2026 5:56 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt said that this increase of $700,000 is 
nonnegotiable with Anthem, as the County is a member of The Local Choice program with 350+ 



 

 

other localities and agencies, so Anthem prefers to keep increases similar across all localities. Mr. 
Utt stated that previously the County attempted to procure a self-insurance plan via the RFP 
process along with the Smyth County School Board, but they did not recieve anyproposals.  
 
03/12/2026 5:58 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener encouraged educating staff 
about the upcoming increase.  
 
 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Atkins District Supervisor Charlie Atkins made a motion to recommend the Board approve the 
FY27 annual Anthem health insurance renewal as presented with the County continuing to 
fund 80% of the insurance costs. The motion was seconded by Chilhowie District Supervisor 
Mike Sturgill and unanimously approved as a committee recommendation. 

 
After consideration, the committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:09 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill read the following 
Personnel committee report and recommendation: 
 

The committee discussed appointments for the Mount Rogers Community Services Board 
and the Social Services Board. The board reviewed several potential candidates who may be 
a good fit for each Board. 

 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Atkins District Supervisor Charlie Atkins made a motion to recommend the Board approve 
Katie Joe Blevins as the Atkins representative for the Social Services Board ending on October 
31, 2029. The motion was seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris and 
unanimously approved as a committee recommendation. 

After consideration, the committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  



 

 

ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 

03/12/2026 6:10 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill continued with the 
Personnel committee report: 

 
Atkins District Supervisor Charlie Atkins requested County staff contact proposed 
candidates for the Mount Rogers Community Services Board and report this information at 
the March 12, 2026 Board meeting.  

 
03/12/2026 6:10 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that he would have an update on 
MRCSB candidates at the March 26, 2026 Board meeting.  
 
03/12/2026 6:10 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill entertained a motion 
to recommend the Board authorize County staff to contact proposed candidates to serve on the 
Mount Rogers Community Services Board and report this information at the March 12, 2026 Board 
meeting. 
 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Atkins District Supervisor Charlie Atkins made a motion to recommend the Board authorize 
County staff to contact proposed candidates to serve on the Mount Rogers Community 
Services Board and report this information at the March 12, 2026 Board meeting. The 
motion was seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris and unanimously 
approved as a committee recommendation. 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   None. 
NAYS:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff.  

ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:11 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt read the following Budget committee 
report and recommendation:  

Director of Community & Economic Development Kendra Hayden stated that previously the 
Board authorized a loan and grant for the Rich Valley Fairground in the amount of 
$175,000. Mrs. Hayden stated that the fairground had $38,930.98 left in this agreement and 
she requested the Board authorize these funds to be rolled over to FY27 to be used for 
potential future maintenance and upgrades to the fairgrounds.  
 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widender made a motion to recommend the Board 
amend the Rich Valley Fairground grant and loan to allow the remainder of $38,930.98 to 



 

 

be rolled over to FY27. The motion was seconded by Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike 
Sturgill and unanimously approved as a committee recommendation. 
 

After consideration, the committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:13 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt continued with the Budget committee 
report and recommendations:  
 

County Administrator Shawn Utt presented a request from Communities-In-Schools of 
Appalachian Highlands to increase their current $12,000 funding for FY26 to $26,000 for 
FY27 to allow the program to expand its Brighter Paths Substance Use Prevention Program 
to all schools in Smyth County, except for the Career Center. He noted these funds are from 
the County’s Opioid Abatement “Direct Distribution” funding and are a great way to invest 
those funds back into the community. 

 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widender made a motion to recommend the Board 
approve a total of $26,000 in Opioid Abatement “Direct Distribution” funds to Community In 
Schools of Appalachian Highlands for the expansion of the Brighter Paths Substance Use 
Prevention Program to all schools in Smyth County for FY27. The motion was seconded by 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill and unanimously approved as a committee 
recommendation. 

After consideration, the committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:14 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt continued with the Budget committee 
report and recommendations:  

County Administrator Shawn Utt presented a request from the Department of Social 
Services for a budget amendment in the amount of $906,464. Mr. Utt stated he had spoken 
with DSS staff regarding future fiscal management. Assistant County Administrator – 



 

 

Operations Lisa Richardson stated that further staff education regarding financial 
organization would be pursued. County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that currently CSA 
supports 46 children in a variety of facilities and each child costs approximately $5700 per 
month. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener requested greater detail from the 
purchase requests submitted from CSA and noted the high cost of private homes as well. 
County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that, moving forward, he wanted to ensure staff 
clarity on using CSA funds as a last resort for unique emergency situations which should be 
coordinated closer through the CMPT. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener 
stated that further work should be done educating the public on existing resources for 
families. County Administrator Shawn Utt recommended extending the CSA budget by 
$200,000 and requesting CSA submit additional budget requests by April 1st, 2026 for 
further discussion.  
 
Mr. Utt also noted the budget amendment also included an additional $149,972 in grant 
funding for the Behavioral Health Court established by Commonwealth Attorney Bucky 
Blevins. County Administrator Shawn Utt requested the committee accept the  Smyth 
County Budget Amendment #5 for fiscal year 2025/26 in the amount of $349,972 for a total 
amended budget of $143,251,073.  
 
After discussion, the following committee recommendation was made: 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widender made a motion to recommend the Board 
approve Budget Amendment #5 as amended in the total amount of $349,972. The motion 
was seconded by Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill and unanimously approved as 
a committee recommendation.  
 

After consideration, the committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:16 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt continued with the Budget committee 
report:  
 

County Administrator Shawn Utt reviewed the upcoming budget development process 
noting the variety of expenditure needs and requirements being pushed from the General 
Assembly will make this a very difficult budget year. He noted that while the full state 
budget hasn’t been finalized, it appears as though the required increases to school funding 
will be nearly $1,000,000. Other increases he discussed included nearly $700,000 in 
increases related to the 25% health insurance increases as well as a proposed 2% to 3% 
salary increase for local employees, depending on what the final state budget requires. 
When discussing revenues, Mr. Utt noted that there were several areas that were lacking 
and we needed to ensure more conservative approaches. The committee discussed various 



 

 

options which included likely expenditure cuts across the board as well as discussing the 
need to consider increases to various revenues, including Real Estate, utility rates and solid 
waste charges, at a minimum. 

 
Mr. Utt updated the Board on upcoming budget work sessions with the March 19th session 
focused on education-related investments including the School Board, Community Colleges 
and Smyth Community Foundation’s partnership for the Smyth Promise Program. 
Subsequent work sessions will include department head and agency presentations. 

 
03/12/2026 6:19 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt added that discretionary spending and the 
hiring of vacant positions has been frozen to prepare the budget for the upcoming year.  
 
03/12/2026 6:23 PM North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings asked what the current 
processes were in place to collect unpaid taxes.  
 
03/12/2026 6:23 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt directed the Board to the Treasurer’s 
Accountability Report and the Commissioner of Revenue’s office.  
 
03/12/2026 6:29 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved onto new 
business.  
 
03/12/2026 6:29 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that the Smyth County School Board 
had budgeted the new behavioral specialist position to the Instructional category and needed the 
Board’s approval to transfer this to the Administration, Attendance, and Health category, per the 
State’s request.  
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 

• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to accept the Smyth County 
School Board’s FY26 budget transfer request of $90,694.00 from the Instruction category 
to Administration, Attendance, & Health category. The motion was seconded by Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe Call.  
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:31 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved onto the 
report from the County Attorney.  
 
03/12/2026 6:31 PM County Attorney Scot Farthing stated that the Opioid Abatement Authority 
was releasing a settlement of $97 million split between various affected localities and 
recommended the Board accept this distribution and authorize the County Administrator to 



 

 

execute all documents. Mr. Farthing stated that the Board would not know the full amount of the 
distribution until a later date.  
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to accept the March 2026 
Opioid Abatement Authority settlement and authorize the County Attorney to execute all 
documents. The motion was seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris.  

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 6:32 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved onto the 
report from the County Administrator and staff.  
 
03/12/2026 6:32 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt directed the Board to a record of the 
County staff hirings and separations, stating that he would provide these updates on a monthly 
basis in the future. Mr. Utt stated that the truck stop lawsuit had been dismissed.  
 
03/12/2026 6:33 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill moved on to 
supervisor comment time.  
 
03/12/2026 6:33 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener thanked Mr. Cook for his 
citizen comments regarding the Grindstone campground. Mr. Widener informed Mr. Cook that he 
had shared his photos of the proposed junkyard on Old Prater Road with the Board and Planning 
Commission. Mr. Widener concluded, stating that he would like to see a more detailed Treasurer’s 
Accountability report that differentiates the current uncollected Personal Property and Real Estate 
taxes.  
 
03/12/2026 6:35 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that he had received a detailed 
report from the Treasurer’s office on the uncollected taxes and was working to consolidate their 
findings for the Board.  
 
03/12/2026 6:35 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener asked when the Board 
would vote on the junkyard for Old Prater Lane.  
 
03/12/2026 6:37 PM Assistant County Administrator – Development Clegg Williams stated that 
the Planning Commission would vote on March 26th, so the Board would likely make their 
recommendation and vote on April 9th.  
 
03/12/2026 6:41 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris stated that a citizen had 
contacted him and shared that the Building & Zoning department had been fantastic to work with.  



 

 

 
03/12/2026 6:46 PM Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill reminded everyone of Youth 
Government Day on March 19th.  
 
03/12/2026 6:48 PM Park District Supervisor Kris Ratliff encouraged citizen engagement on the 
April referendum vote, thanked the staff, and thanked Smyth County Public Library Director Rose 
Likins and Director of Tourism Amanda Livingston for their VA250 presentation.  
 
03/12/2026 6:52 PM North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings encouraged the collection of 
unpaid taxes and requested County staff contact Thomas Bridge Water regarding the County 
providing them assistance in setting up a website or Facebook page to notify customers of boil 
notices and other events.  
 
03/12/2026 6:58 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt stated that he would reach out to Thomas 
Bridge Water staff and extend the offer of assistance.  
 
03/12/2026 6:58 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call stated that uncollected taxes have 
been a difficult issue to address over the last 17 years.  
 
03/12/2026 7:02 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill entertained a motion 
to enter into closed session.  
 
After discussion, the following motion was made:  

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to enter into closed session 
under Code of Virginia 2.2-3711(a)3 regarding Building Study Implementation Options. Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris seconded the motion. 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 7:32 PM Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill entertained a motion 
to reenter open session.  
 
After discussion, the following motion was made:  

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to adopt the following 
resolution and enter back into open session. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris 
seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed session on this date 
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia 

Freedom of Information Act; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Smyth County 
Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies 
that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which 

this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in 
the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County 

Board of Supervisors. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  

AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill; 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener;  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.  
ABSENT:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
 
03/12/2026 7:33 PM With no further business, Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike 
Sturgill adjourned the meeting.  


