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MEETING AGENDA 
SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 
5:00 PM 

Board Chair 

Board Chair 

1) CALL TO ORDER

2) PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. FY27 Solid Waste Disposal Rates
b. FY27 Water & Sewer Rates
c. FY27 Real Estate Rates
d. FY27 Smyth County Budget
e. FY27 Smyth County School Board Budget



Public Hearing 
Proposed Increase in Solid Waste Disposal Rates 

Due to the increased costs related to the closure of the Bristol Landfill and relocation to a new landfill 
for solid waste disposal, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors is proposing an increase to the rates 
charged for Solid Waste Disposal Services as follows: 

Tipping Fee 
Minimum Fee 

(Transfer Station 
Scale Usage) 

Current Rate Structure 

$80.00 per ton 

$5.00 

Proposed Rate Structure 

$ 84.00 per ton 

$5.25 

A Public Hearing will be conducted by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors on Thursday, May 21, 
2026 beginning at 5:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter, in the Board of Supervisors meeting room, 121 
Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia. A copy of the present and proposed rate schedule is on file at the 
Smyth County Administrators Office, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia and can be viewed between 
the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 

All interested persons may express their views by emailing mlpitts@smythcounty.org prior to the 
meeting.  Written comments may also be mailed to the County Administrator, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 
100, Marion, VA 24354; or by fax to (276) 783-9314. All emails, written comments and faxes must be 
received by 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 30, 2026. 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, 
Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her views thereon. In compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in this 
hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator, at (276) 706-8315, at least 48 hours 
prior to the hearing. 

By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
Shawn M. Utt, County Administrator 
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Public Hearing 
Proposed Increase in Water & Sewer Rates 

Pursuant to Section 15.2‐2119 of the Code of Virginia, The Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
proposes to increase the rates charged for Water and Sewer services within the Smyth County 
systems as follows, effective July 1, 2026: 

Water Rates – Residential 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 5% increase 

0 – 1,000 gallons $27.58 minimum bill 0 – 1,000 gallons $28.96 minimum bill 
1,001 – 6,000 gallons $11.95 per 1,000 gallons 1,001 – 6,000 gallons $12.55 per 1,000 gallons 
6,001 gallons and over $14.70 per 1,000 gallons 6,001 gallons and over $15.44 per 1,000 gallons 

Water Rates – Commercial 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 5% increase 

0 – 4,000 gallons $64.32 minimum bill 0 – 4,000 gallons $67.54 minimum bill 
Each add’l 1,000 gallons $14.70 per 1,000 gallons Each add’l 1,000 gallons $15.44 per 1,000 gallons 

Water Rates – Industrial 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 5% increase 

0 – 25,000 gallons $298.69 minimum bill 0 – 25,000 gallons $313.63 minimum bill 
Each add’l 1,000 gallons $14.70 per 1,000 gallons Each add’l 1,000 gallons $15.44 per 1,000 gallons 

Sewer Rates – Residential 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 10% increase 

0 – 1,000 gallons $27.58 minimum bill 0 – 1,000 gallons $30.34 minimum bill 
1,001 – 6,000 gallons $11.95 per 1,000 gallons 1,001 – 6,000 gallons $13.15 per 1,000 gallons 
6,001 gallons and over $14.70 per 1,000 gallons 6,001 gallons and over $16.17 per 1,000 gallons 

Current Rates Proposed Rates – 10% increase 
Residential Flat Rate $61.04 per month Residential Flat Rate $67.14 per month 

Sewer Rates – Commercial 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 10% increase 

0 – 4,000 gallons $64.32 minimum bill 0 – 4,000 gallons $70.75 minimum bill 
Each add’l 1,000 gallons $14.70 per 1,000 gallons Each add’l 1,000 gallons $16.17 per 1,000 gallons 

Sewer Rates – Industrial and Industrial Enterprise Zone 
Current Rates Proposed Rates – 10% increase 

0 – 3,000 gallons $91.93 minimum bill 0 – 4,000 gallons $101.12 minimum bill 
Each add’l 1,000 gallons $15.31 per 1,000 gallons Each add’l 1,000 gallons $16.84 per 1,000 gallons 

A Public Hearing will be conducted by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors on Thursday, May 21, 2026, beginning at 
5:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter, in the Board of Supervisors meeting room, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia. A copy of the 
present and proposed rate schedule is on file at the Smyth County Administrators Office, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia 
and can be viewed between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may 
appear and state his/her views thereon. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator, at (276) 706‐8315, at least 
48 hours prior to the hearing. 

By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors – Shawn M. Utt, County Administrator 
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Board of Supervisors 
Smyth County 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section(s) 15.2-1427 and 58.1-3007, Code of Virginia, 1950, 
as amended, that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
May 21, 2026 at 5:00p.m, or shortly thereafter in the Smyth County Office Building at 121 
Bagley Circle in Marion, Virginia, to consider the following changes to the County’s schedule of 
property tax rates for fiscal year 2027-2028: 

Category Current 
FY 2025-26 Rate 
(per $100 value) 

Proposed 
FY 2026-27 Rate 
(per $100 value) 

Real Estate Tax $0.59 $0.69 
Mineral Resources $0.59 $0.69 
Mobile Home (double-wide or single-wide) $0.59 $0.69 
Public Service $0.59 $0.69 

A copy of the full text of the proposal is on file in the office of the Smyth County Administrator, 
121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, VA  24354, and may be viewed from Monday to Friday, 
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her views thereon. In compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in 
this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator, at (276) 706-8315 at least 48 
hours before the hearing. Smyth County fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. For more information or 
to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form, contact (276) 783-3298 or at 
https://www.smythcounty.org. 

Done by order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 

Shawn M. Utt, County Administrator 
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FY2026 Proposed
REVENUES Budget FY2027 Inc. / (Dec.)

Real Property Taxes 12,631,735             14,400,000             1,768,265 
Public Services 2,016,000 1,750,000 (266,000) 
Minerals 5,800 5,500 (300) 
Personal Property 5,558,100 5,795,211 237,111 
Machinery & Tools 1,996,800 2,241,000 244,200 
Merchants Capital 427,684 427,500 (184) 
Lodging Tax 100,000 85,000 (15,000) 
Meal's Tax 150,000 150,000 - 
Cigarette Tax 185,000 150,000 (35,000) 
Penalties & Interest 680,000 630,000 (50,000) 
Motor Vehicle License 455,000 445,000 (10,000) 
Rolling Stock Tax 37,800 37,500 (300) 
Utility Licenses Tax 90,975 80,000 (10,975) 
Consumer's Utility Tax 959,100 935,800 (23,300) 
Permits & Other Licenses 94,500 104,000 9,500 
Fines & Forfeitures 180,000 155,500 (24,500) 
Interest on Investments 860,000 507,500 (352,500) 
Use of Property 180,074 225,000 44,926 
Court Cost 10,000 10,000 - 
Charges for Commonwealth Attorney 4,000 3,500 (500) 
Charges for Sanitation & Solid Waste 1,436,000 1,286,000 (150,000) 
Expenditure Refunds 5,451,406 6,470,278 1,018,872 
Other Revenue - Opioid Direct Distribution 60,000 86,090 26,090 
Miscellaneous Revenue 1,073,000 615,500 (457,500) 
Grant Money 5,614,662 4,807,287 (807,375) 
Revenue from the Commonwealth 1,217,200 1,481,700 264,500 
PPTRA 1,804,316 1,804,316 - 
Comprehensive Service Act 2,995,711 2,237,959 (757,752) 
Commonwealth Attorney 1,308,019 933,019 (375,000) 
Sheriff 3,531,439 3,203,920 (327,519) 
Commissioner of the Revenue 183,797 183,797 - 
Treasurer 181,774 181,774 - 
Registrar/Electoral Board 95,000 95,000 - 
Clerk's Office 544,649 547,649 3,000 
Local Sales Tax 3,100,000 3,100,000 - 
Categorical Aid - Other 313,132 313,132 - 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes 240,000 260,000 20,000 
Special Assessments 8,500 8,500 - 
Local Funds Transfers (13,625,774)            (15,259,420)            (1,633,646) 
Animal Licenses 12,500 12,500 - 
EDA Funds 1,999,083 1,270,893 (728,190) 
Court Rev Towns 8,000 8,000 - 
State/Federal  School Funds 57,447,015             56,596,537             (850,478) 
Local Funds Transfer General Fund-Schools 16,519,693             14,359,035             (2,160,658) 
Department of Social Services 6,214,540 6,612,477 397,937 
DSS Local Share from General Fund 1,080,001 1,160,385 80,384 
School Textbook Revenue 885,000 500,000 (385,000) 
911 Wireless Grants 125,000 110,809 (14,191) 
Interest/Tranf Courthouse Sav - - - 
CDBG Grant 295,717 - (295,717) 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED SMYTH COUNTY BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2026 - JUNE 30, 2027

Pursuant to § 15.2-2506 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, a Public Hearing will be conducted by the Board of 
Supervisors on the budget for informative and planning purposes in the Board of Supervisors meeting room, Smyth County 
Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, VA on Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 5:00 p.m., or soon thereafter, at which time 
any citizen of the County shall have the right to attend and, subject to Rules and Procedures of the Board of Supervisors, 
state his or her views. The budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes and will not be approved, adopted or 
ratified by the Board of Supervisors on Thursday, May 21, 2026.
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Water Fund Revenue 2,437,639               1,930,600               (507,039)                 
Sewer Fund Revenue 1,865,635               1,861,724               (3,911)                     
Transfer Station Redevelopment 315,000                  -                          (315,000)                 
Social Security Funds 85,610                    85,610                    -                          
Drug Asset Revenue 50,000                    50,000                    -                          
Sheriff Restitution Fund 20,000                    20,000                    -                          
Sheriff DARE Revenue 15,000                    15,000                    -                          
Sheriff DMV Safety Grant 25,000                    28,800                    3,800                      
Courthouse Security Revenue 341,426                  304,000                  (37,426)                   
Asset Forfeiture 125,000                  25,000                    (100,000)                 
Police Activity Fund 952,940                  674,755                  (278,185)                 
Sheriff Federal/State Asset Forfeiture 90,000                    90,000                    -                          
Money Collected in Court 30,000                    30,000                    -                          
Recovery Court 225,904                  280,000                  54,096                    
Federal Money-CWA 20,000                    20,000                    -                          
Collections Circuit Court 5,000                      5,000                      -                          
Special Projects Fund 800,000                  -                          (800,000)                 

Sub-total 134,146,102           126,545,637           (7,600,465)              

DEBT SERVICE
Proceeds From Previous Financing: 
  - Debt Proceeds - Public Safety Communications Project 3,500,000               850,000                  (2,650,000)              
  - Debt Proceeds - Building Study Implementation Project 6,725,000               5,500,000               (1,225,000)              
Sub-total 10,225,000             6,350,000               (3,875,000)              

Total County Budget Revenues 144,371,102           132,895,637           (11,475,465)            

FY2026 Proposed
EXPENDITURES Budget FY2027 Inc. / (Dec.)

Board of Supervisors 1,191,469$             1,132,438$             (59,031)                   
County Administration 551,061                  479,847                  (71,214)                   
Legal Department 80,000                    70,000                    (10,000)                   
Commissioner of the Revenue 526,439                  538,149                  11,710                    
Assessor 20,000                    250,000                  230,000                  
Treasurer 604,197                  564,850                  (39,347)                   
Accounting Department 200,415                  210,861                  10,446                    
Information Systems 1,247,740               1,147,611               (100,129)                 
Registrar 311,886                  304,548                  (7,338)                     
Circuit Court 321,177                  284,452                  (36,725)                   
General District Court 11,930                    26,463                    14,533                    
Juvenile & Domestic Courts 153,164                  247,139                  93,975                    
Clerk of the Circuit Court 871,943                  1,012,018               140,075                  
Sheriff 5,052,617               5,161,961               109,344                  
Law Library 100                         100                         -                          
Sheriff School Resource Officer Grant 282,115                  282,349                  234                         
Sheriff Crisis Center Secutiry 440,747                  426,728                  (14,019)                   
Commonwealth Attorney 1,403,970               1,061,625               (342,345)                 
Victim Witness Asst. Program 127,103                  117,763                  (9,340)                     
Supreme Ct Behavioral Health 149,972                  125,343                  
Central Dispatch -                          -                          -                          
Smyth County Basic 911 1,136,085               1,016,521               (119,564)                 
Volunteer Fire Department 833,699                  618,472                  (215,227)                 
Ambulance & Rescue Service 1,248,200               1,304,200               56,000                    
Forestry 8,750                      8,750                      -                          
Smyth Co. Fire & Rescue 1,365,785               1,304,569               (61,216)                   
Public Safety Communications 274,458                  277,611                  3,153                      
Sheriff - Jail 3,377,676               3,206,479               (171,197)                 
Building Inspection & Zoning 565,855                  560,830                  (5,025)                     
Animal Control 421,104                  354,007                  (67,097)                   
Medical Examiner - Coroner 1,000                      1,000                      -                          
Emergency Services - Civil Defense 174,541                  134,728                  (39,813)                   
Hurricane Disaster Response -                          -                          



Refuse Collection & Disposal 2,262,628               2,365,850               103,222                  
Convenience Stations 611,191                  614,851                  3,660                      
Smyth Animal Rescue (Fiscal Agent Services) 302,990                  428,695                  
Rye Valley Water Co. (Fiscal Agent Services) 32,248                    32,248                    -                          
Smyth County Tourism (Fiscal Agent Services) 105,532                  112,514                  6,982                      
Appalachian Center for Hope (Fiscal Agent Services) 36,457                    109,321                  
Building & Facility Maintenance 901,871                  923,352                  21,481                    
Vehicle Maintenance Garage 175,396                  -                          (175,396)                 
Local Health Department 350,000                  350,000                  -                          
Mental Health 150,000                  120,000                  (30,000)                   
OAA Grant Position 81,985                    70,713                    (11,272)                   
OAA Direct Dist. 145,000                  86,090                    (58,910)                   
OAA Cooperative Partnerships 3,036,129               2,832,383               (203,746)                 
Social Services Board Member Payments 3,500                      3,500                      -                          
Other Community expenses 862,367                  876,117                  13,750                    
Community Colleges 190,822                  188,795                  (2,027)                     
Capital Improvements 703,000                  -                          (703,000)                 
Recreation Support 85,000                    85,000                    -                          
Parks & Recreation 156,090                  129,325                  (26,765)                   
Explorers After-School Program 67,090                    78,055                    10,965                    
Library Administration 822,500                  822,500                  -                          
Planning Commission 6,300                      6,300                      -                          
Community & Economic Development 218,015                  214,162                  (3,853)                     
Economic Development Authority 642,767                  642,767                  -                          
Soil & Water Conservation 30,000                    30,000                    -                          
Cooperative Extension Program 131,848                  141,400                  9,552                      
Comprehensive Service Act 3,166,411               2,750,000               (416,411)                 
Animal Control (Fund 3) 12,500                    12,500                    -                          
EDA General Expenses 1,999,083               1,270,893               (728,190)                 
Court Reimbursements to Towns 8,000                      8,000                      -                          
County School Operations & Capital Outlay (Non-Local) 57,447,015             56,596,537             (850,478)                 
County School Operations & Capital Outlay (Local) 14,604,184             12,754,360             (1,849,824)              
County School Debt Service Local Funds 1,915,509               1,604,675               (310,834)                 
Department of Social Services 7,294,541               7,772,862               478,321                  
School Textbook Fund Expense 885,000                  500,000                  (385,000)                 
Dispatch (Fund 38) 125,000                  110,809                  (14,191)                   
CDBG Grant 295,717                  -                          (295,717)                 
Courthouse Project -                          -                          -                          
Water Fund - Operations 1,621,479               1,644,778               23,299                    
Water Fund - Debt Service 498,359                  185,822                  (312,537)                 
Water Fund - Capital Outlay 316,801                  100,000                  (216,801)                 
Water Fund - Lead Service Line Project -                          -                          -                          
Sewer Fund - Operations 816,250                  905,365                  89,115                    
Sewer Fund - Debt Service 465,385                  451,359                  (14,026)                   
Sewer Fund - Capital Outlay 585,000                  505,000                  (80,000)                   
Transfer Station Construction 315,000                  -                          (315,000)                 
Social Security Funds 85,610                    85,610                    -                          
Drug Asset Expense 50,000                    50,000                    -                          
Sheriff Restitution Fund 20,000                    20,000                    -                          
Sheriff DARE Program 15,000                    15,000                    -                          
Sheriff DMV Safety Grant 25,000                    28,800                    3,800                      
Courthouse Security 341,426                  304,000                  (37,426)                   
Asset Forfeiture 125,000                  25,000                    (100,000)                 
Police Activity Fund Expense 952,940                  674,755                  (278,185)                 
Sheriff Asset Forfeiture 90,000                    90,000                    -                          
Purchase Equipment 30,000                    30,000                    -                          
Recovery Court 225,904                  280,000                  54,096                    
CWA Fed Funds 20,000                    20,000                    -                          
Expenses Circuit Court 5,000                      5,000                      -                          
Special Projects Fund 800,000                  -                          (800,000)                 

Sub-total 130,223,038           122,296,475           (7,926,563)              

DEBT SERVICE
Debt Service Payments 3,923,064               4,249,162               326,098                  
Capital Projects (Public Safety Radio System) 3,500,000               850,000                  (2,650,000)              
Capital Projects (Building Study Construction Bond) 6,725,000               5,500,000               (1,225,000)              
Sub-total 14,148,064             10,599,162             (3,548,902)              



Total County Budget Expenditures 144,371,102           132,895,637           (11,475,465)            

TAX RATES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 / 27
In preparation of the above budget, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors proposes the following tax levies as shown 
below:

Pursuant to Virginia Code §58.1-3001 et seq., the Board proposes to adopt a real estate levy on all taxable real estate 
located in Smyth County, Virginia, including equalized real estate, where applicable, a unit levy of $0.69 per $100.00 of 
assessed valuation; Tax on tangible personal property and the tangible personal property of public service corporations, 
except rolling stock of corporations operating railrads, a unit levy of $2.30 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Machinery & 
Tools at $1.55 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on Category 23 items (trucks used in interstate commerce over 
10,000 pounds) a unit levy of $1.55 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on merchants capital a unit levy of $0.40 per 
$100.00 of assessed valuation; airplane tax of $1.40 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Prepared Meals tax levy of 6% 
and a Cigarette tax levy at $0.40 per pack purchased.

The Proposed FY2026/2027 budget also includes a proposed increase of 5% for water utility rates and 10% for sewer utility 
rates as well as 5% increase in Solid Waste Tipping Fees.

By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors, Shawn M. Utt, County Administrator



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SMYTH COUNTY SCHOOL BUDGET  

FOR FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING 
July 1, 2026– June 30, 2027 

On Thursday, May 14, 2026 at 5:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter as may be heard 

This budget synopsis is prepared and published in accordance with Section 15.2-2506 and 22.1-93, of the Code of Virginia 
of 1950, as amended.  The budget has been prepared and proposed on the basis of estimates made by the Smyth County 
School Board.  The adoption of this proposed budget shall require a quarterly appropriation by the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors as required in Section 15.2-2506 for any contemplated expenditures. 

The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a hearing for the purpose of receiving public comments on the 
proposed School Board budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026.  The public hearing will be held in the Board 
of Supervisors meeting room, 121 Bagley Circle, Smyth County Office Building on Thursday, May 14, 2026 at 
5:00 p.m., or shortly thereafter as may be heard.  

Subject to the rules and procedures of the Board of Supervisors, at the above-mentioned day, time, and place any citizen 
of Smyth County may appear and express their opinion(s). 

A full copy of the proposed Smyth County School Board budget is on file at the Office of the County Administrator, 121 
Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia, and may be viewed online at www.smythcounty.org.    

By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
Shawn Utt, County Administrator 

Smyth County School Board 
Operations Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2027 

Revenue Summary for Operations Budget 
2025-2026 2026-2027 Difference 

State Revenue $ 41,612,427 $ 42,126,156 $    513,729 
Local Revenue $ 11,482,849 $ 12,754,360 $ 1,271,511 
Federal Revenue $   6,597,933 $   6,031,506 $  (566,427) 
State Sales Tax $   5,493,362 $   5,561,524 $     68,162 
Other Revenue $   3,743,293 $   2,877,351 $  (865,942) 
TOTAL OPERATIONS $ 68,929,864 $ 69,350,897 $   421,033 

Expenditure Summary for Operations Budget 
2025-2026 2026-2027 Difference 

Instruction $ 49,639,739 $ 50,303,905 $    664,166 
Administration $   2,180,669 $   2,584,694 $    404,025 
Transportation  $   3,295,030 $   3,469,926 $    174,896 
Operations/Maintenance $   6,710,286 $   6,280,212 $   (430,074) 
Food Service $   5,308,339 $   4,848,501 $   (459,838) 
Facilities $   -0- $   -0- $       -0-
Technology $   1,795,801 $   1,863,659 $      67,858 
TOTAL OPERATIONS $ 68,929,864 $ 69,350,897 $  421,033 

Smyth County School Board 
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 Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2027 
 

Revenue Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget  
  2025-2026 2026-2027 Difference 
Local Funds - Capital Outlay $            -0- $             -0- $                -0- 
Local Funds - Debt Service $ 1,915,509 $ 1,609,675 $    (305,834) 
Other Funds – Interest Rebate $            -0- $            -0- $                -0- 
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY  $ 1,915,509 $ 1,609,675 $    (305,834) 

 
Expenditure Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget  

  2025-2026   2026-2027 Difference 
Capital Outlay – Facilities $            -0-  $             -0- $               -0- 
Capital Outlay - Debt Service $ 1,915,509 $ 1,609,675 $   (305,834) 
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY $ 1,915,509 $ 1,609,675 $   (305,834) 
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