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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on Thursday, April 24, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m. The location of the meeting was held in the First Floor Board Room of the 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia. 
 
PRESENT: Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins; Chilhowie District 

Supervisor Michael Sturgill; Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason 
Parris; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Courtney Widener; Park District Supervisor 
Kristopher Ratliff. 

 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
STAFF: County Administrator – Shawn Utt; Assistant County 

Administrator – Development Clegg Williams; Assistant County 
Administrator – Operations Lisa Richardson; Executive 
Assistant – Auna Louthian; Zoning Administrator – Becca 
Creasy.  

 
OTHERS: Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News; Smyth County 

Sheriff’s Deputy, and citizens 
 
4/24/2025 4:59 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everyone.   
 
4/24/2025 5:00 PM Members of the Smyth County EMS Department led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Kendra Hayden provided the invocation. 
 
4/24/2025 5:01 PM  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins entertained a motion 
to add one item to the agenda:  Tourism – Amanda Livingston 
  

• A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to approve the agenda 
with the addition of Tourism update under Presentations. Chilhowie District Supervisor 
Michael Sturgill seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
  Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff,   

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris, 

Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS: None. 
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ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings 
 
4/24/2025 5:03 PM Minutes of April 10, 2025, Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to approve the 
minutes of the April 10, 2025, meeting. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris 
seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 5:03 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener presented the 
employees of the Animal Control Department with a copy of the resolution approved at the 
April 10, 2025, meeting in recognition of Animal Care and Control Officer Appreciation Week. 
Mr. Mark Chaney, American Legion, read a note of appreciation regarding the ACO’s 
assistance during the Hurricane Helene response in which ACO employees assisted elderly 
residents to escape floodwaters from their home. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney 
Widener also presented each employee with a County Challenge Coin in recognition of their 
duties above and beyond their normal call of duty. 

 
4/24/2025 5:09 PM Tourism Association Director, Amanda Livingston, provided the Board 
with an update on the Association explaining how Hurricane Helene has affected tourism but 
they continue to market the area heavily and shared her hopes that the return of baseball 
will bring visitors and tourism dollars. 
 

4/24/2025 5:15 PM Representatives from Power Plus (Rex Young and Jeff Strickland) were 
at the meeting to provide the Board with an update on their battery storage project in the 
Broadford area as required by their Special Use Permit approval in 2023. They shared their 
progress and intentions to proceed with the development. 
 

4/24/2025 5:25 PM Roland Kooch, Partner with Davenport & Associates, presented the 
updated Smyth County Utility Rate Study for the board’s consideration. He noted that an 
earlier version of this study had been presented to the Budget Committee earlier this month 
and the recommendations of the committee were included. Those recommendations were 
to proceed with a public hearing for proposed rate increases of 9% across the board (both 
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water and sewer) and follow the proposed 5-year recommendation. The other 
recommendation was to consider restructuring some of the utility fund debt to allow for 
better cash flow in the coming years. The Board concurred with the recommendation and 
authorized the County Administrator and staff to proceed in that manner by acclamation. 
 
4/24/2025 5:49 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins read the rules of 
procedure for public hearings  

 
4/24/2025 5:51 PM Mr. Williams read the following public hearing ad into the record of 
the meeting: 
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing in the Smyth County Office Building at 

121 Bagley Circle in Marion, Virginia, on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter to receive 

public input on whether the properties referenced below constitute public nuisances as defined by Smyth 

County Code, Article 3, Section 20-64. 

 

Owner Property Address Tax Map No. 
Ronald E. Lefler 1248 S. Main St. 

Marion, VA 24354 
57A-1-43 through 57A-1-47 and 57A-
1-95 through 57A-1-97, continuously 
 

Kimberly Michelle Blevins 231 Currin Valley Rd. 
Marion, VA 24354 
 

58-A-110 

Jeffrey Lee Freeman 214 Currin Valley Rd. 
Marion, VA 24354 

58-A-114 and 58-A-120D 

Publication is required in cases where the property owner is either unknown or officials have been unable to 

locate the owner. Those with an ownership interest in the property should contact Becca Creasy at (276) 706-

8316. If the property is declared a public nuisance and the owner(s) do not file a plan to abate or raze the 

nuisance at his/her cost, the County will file a complaint with the Circuit Court and take action to remove the 

nuisance. The cost will be charged to the owner and filed as a lien against the property ranking on parity with 

real estate taxes. Failure to pay nuisance abatement charges may result in the property being sold for nuisance 

abatement costs according to Virginia Code §58.1-3965 (1950), as amended. 

 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, Virginia, 

any person may appear and state his/her views thereon. 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to attend and 

participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator, at (276) 706-8315 at least 48 

hours before the hearing. 

 

Smyth County fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations 

in all programs and activities. For more information or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form, 

contact (276) 783-3298 or at https://www.smythcounty.org. 

 

    Done by order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors  

    Shawn Utt, County Administrator 

 

https://www.smythcounty.org/
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4/24/2025 5:55 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins opened the public 
hearing regarding nuisance properties, beginning with property located at 1248 S. Main 
Street, Marion. Zoning Administrator, Becca Creasy, shared she did not receive any response 
from the owner until the last letter notifying them of tonight’s hearing and there has been 
little to no effort made to clean up the property. 
 
Mr. Ronald Lefler spoke regarding property located at 1248 S. Main Street, Marion. He noted 
the property had been sold along with several other tracts via Special Commissioner sale. The 
successful bidder passed away before closing. Mr. Farthing noted that since the sale didn’t close, 
the property was still officially owned by Mr. Lefler.  Mr. Lefler noted that a court date has been 
set to discuss the matter of the sale for April 22, 2025. The Board discussed whether it would be 
prudent to wait until after the court date but ultimately decided the best course of action would 
be to move forward. Following discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

• A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to waive the rules of 
public hearings for the property located at 1248 S. Main Street, Marion. The motion was 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to formally declare the 
property located at 1248 S. Main Street, Marion, as a public nuisance and authorize the 
County Staff and County Attorney to proceed with enforcement. Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Jason Parris seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 6:10 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins moved to the property 
located at 231 Currin Valley Road, Marion. Zoning Administrator Becca Creasy stated letters 
were mailed to the owner of record with no response and no efforts were made to clean up 
the property.  
 
James “Bo” Surber, resident of 744 Currin Valley Road, noted that the property in question 
along with the property across the street were clearly public nuisances and littered with 
trash and miscellaneous debris. He also noted that there was a camper on the property with 
the sewer being piped directly into the creek that ultimately feeds into Staley Creek. 
Following discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

• A motion was made by Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill to waive the rules 
of public hearings for the property located at 231 Currin Valley Road, Marion. The 
motion was seconded by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to formally 
declare the property located at 231 Currin Valley Road, Marion, as a public nuisance 
and authorize the County Staff and County Attorney to proceed with enforcement. 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 6:23 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins moved to the property 
located at 214 Currin Valley Road, Marion. Zoning Administrator, Becca Creasy stated letters 
were mailed to the owner of record with no response and no efforts were made to dispose 
of the trash located on the property.  
 
Brenda Blevins, 645 Currin Valley Road, Marion, reiterated the sentiments expressed by Mr. 
Surber and added that the property at 214 Currin Valley Road attracted mice and rats to the 
area, was a health hazard and was the direct cause of a neighboring property losing value in 
a recent sale. Lynn Morris spoke supporting Mr. Surber and Mrs. Blevins’s claims regarding 
the conditions of both Michelle Blevins’s and Jeffrey Freeman’s properties. 
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to waive the 
rules of public hearings for the property located at 214 Currin Valley Road, Marion. The 
motion was seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to formally 
declare the property located at 214 and 228 Currin Valley Road, Marion, as a public 
nuisance and authorize the County Staff and County Attorney to proceed with 
enforcement. Rye Valley District Supervisor Michael Sturgill seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 6:28 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins opened citizen’s time. 
 
Matt Prater, Board member of the Museum of the Middle Appalachia’s gave an update on the 
upcoming events presented by the Board. The intent of the events was to bring awareness 
to the museum and increase visibility to the public.   
 
4/24/2025 6:29PM With no additional citizens wishing to speak, Chair, Atkins District 
Supervisor Charles Atkins closed citizen’s time and called for a 10-minute recess. 
 
4/24/2025 6:36 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins called the meeting 
back to order. 
 
4/24/2025 6:46PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener read the minutes of 
the April 17th Animal Control Committee and shared the following committee 
recommendations: 
 

• North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings made a motion to recommend approval of 
the Smyth County Damage Claim form in the amount of $130 to Gary Miles. The motion 
was seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and it was unanimously 
approved. 

 
After consideration, the Animal Control Committee recommendation PASSED by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 

ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings made a motion to recommend approval of 
the Smyth Animal Shelter’s hours of operation as presented, effective May 1st. The 
motion was seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and it was 
unanimously approved. (Open to the public Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and closed on Sunday and Monday. Additionally, they will be available for emergency 
situations by appointment.) 

 



Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
April 24, 2025 

P a g e  | 8 
 

 

   

 

After consideration, the Animal Control Committee recommendation PASSED by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/25/2025 6:52 PM  County Administrator Shawn Utt read minutes from the April 17, 
2025, Budget Committee and presented the following recommendations for the Board’s 
consideration: 
 

• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving 
Budget Amendment #10 in the amount of $383,332 as presented. Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Budget Committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving 
a contribution to PACE in the amount of $3,739.42. Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Budget Committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 
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  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving the 
Financial Reporting Policy as presented. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 

After consideration, the Budget Committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 6:55 PM Mr. Utt also mentioned the Committee’s request to present the real estate 

equalization rate error to the full Board for discussion. 
 

• Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call made a motion to set a public hearing on June 
5, 2025 at 5pm or thereafter to gain comments on a rate increase of $0.06 to address 
the real estate equalization rate error. Chilhowie District Supervisor Kris Ratliff 
seconded the motion. 
 

After consideration, the recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 7:12 PM Chilhowie District Supervisor, Michael Sturgill read the minutes from 
April 17, 2025, Building and Grounds Committee meeting, and shared the following 
recommendation: 
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• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to recommend 
approving the Berry Enterprises bid for the Transfer Station Satellite Office in the 
amount of $275,000. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Building and Grounds Committee recommendation PASSED by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 

• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to recommend authorizing 
advertisements for bids for HVAC and Window repairs/replacements for the Morrison 
building and authorizing the County Administrator to negotiate all options. Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 
approved. 

 
After consideration, the Building and Grounds Committee recommendation PASSED by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
 
4/25/2025 7:23 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt read the minutes from the April 17, 
2025, Transportation Committee meeting, and shared the following recommendation: 
 

• A motion was made by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris to schedule a public 
hearing for May 8, 2025, at 5pm or thereafter to hear comments on the proposed 
continuation of the 6 Year Plan with no additional roadways to be added at this time. 
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was 
unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Transportation Committee recommendation PASSED by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
 
4/25/2025 7:24 PM County Attorney Report – Mr. Farthing did not have anything to share 
during this time. 
 
4/25/2025 7:24 PM County Staff Report – Pathway Park Well and Midway Water 
Resolution: 
 
 

SMYTH COUNTY  
    BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

 
AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR  

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH-OFFICE OF DRINKING WATER GRANT FUNDS 
THROUGH THE FINANCIAL AND CONSTRUCITON ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS (FCAP) 

 
 WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has applied for funding for various drinking water projects in 
the County; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Health-Office of Drinking Water has funded several drinking water 

projects in the County; and, 
   
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the project planning material and found that the 

pre-requirements have been met for submitting a funding application.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors hereby vote to seek additional 

funding from the Office for the following project: 
 
Pathway Park Well & Midway Water Improvements $2,826,400.00 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Smyth County Administrator can immediately begin to process funding 

applications for this project and be authorized to sign any and all related documents to accept such funding contingent upon 
review and concurrence by the Smyth County Attorney. 
 
ADOPTED this 24th day of April 2025.  



Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
April 24, 2025 

P a g e  | 12 
 

 

   

 

 
SMYTH COUNTY  

ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
            
Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board   Charles Atkins, Chair 

 
• A motion was made by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris to approve the 

Resolution as presented Authorizing the Preparation and Filing of an Application for 
Virginia Department of Health-Office of Drinking Water Grant Funds Through the 
Financial and Construction Assistance Programs (FCAP). Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Courtney Widener seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
 
AYES:   Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill,  

Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris.  

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS: Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins. 
ABSENT:  North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 4:26 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt shared a quarterly report update 
from Jimmy Moss with Smyth Grow proving the goal of closing 100 homes is quickly being 
met. The last two pages provide a balance sheet showing interest, withdrawals, etc. Several 
members requested a map showing the housing locations, price and time frame the homes 
were marketed.  
 
4/24/2025 7:31 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt requested Lisa Richardson be 
appointed as his alternate to the SWVA Regional Jail Authority Board to ensure 
representation when he is unable to attend. There was discussion to appoint an alternate for 
all three appointments.  
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to appoint three 
alternates to the SWVA Jail Authority Board: Assistant County Administrator – 
Operations, Lisa Richardson; Chief Deputy Johnny Joannou; and Vice Chair, Chilhowie 
District Supervisor Michael Sturgill. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris seconded 
the motion. 
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins,  

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill,  
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Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris.  

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS: None. 
ABSENT:  North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 7:33 PM County Administrator Shawn Utt requested those interested in 
attending the Chamber of Commerce’s Business Appreciation Luncheon on May 14th to let 
him know for reservations. 
 
4/24/2025 7:33 PM Supervisor Comment Time –  
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill shared articles in Virginia Living recognizing 
several southwest Virginia schools, shared Dr. Carter’s pending retirement from the School 
Board, and thanked Auna Louthian for pampering the Board during her time. 
 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff shared his appreciation for Auna Louthian’s 
assistance during her time with the County. He voiced his concerns about the growing 
homelessness and the negative effects, including contaminated water sources and increased 
crime. 
 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener reiterated his appreciation for the Animal 
Control Officers recognized tonight and would like to also recognize Mr. Chaney for assisting 
the officer’s during an evacuation. Additionally, he wanted to recognize Mr. Chaney for his 
dedication to the American Legion and local veterans. He thanked Dr. Carter for his years of 
service at Smyth County schools and thanked Auna Louthian for all her work. 
 
Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins mentioned Moody’s review and was pleased with 
the County receiving another good rating. He expressed his appreciation for Dr. Carter’s 
willingness to work with the Board throughout the years and wished Auna Louthian success 
in her future job. 
 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call thanked Auna Louthian for everything and 
complimented the community playground. Due to its popularity, he made the following 
motion: 
 

• Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call made a motion to provide a portable toilet at 
the North Holston playground on River Bottom Circle to accommodate visitors from 
May to October. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:  
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AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins,  
Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris.  

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS: None.  
ABSENT:  North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings,  
 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris encouraged everyone to support local businesses, 
echoed comments of appreciation for Dr. Carter and his cooperation working with the Board, 
and lastly he expressed his gratitude to Auna Louthian for always being polite and positive 
and for leaving her position in a better place. 
 
4/24/2025 7:50 PM 

 
• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to enter closed 

session under Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)1 Personnel Matters regarding Mt. 
Rogers Community Services Board including Sandy Bryant and Patty Belcher. 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call seconded the motion. 

 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 8:45 PM 
 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to adopt the following 
resolution and enter back into open session.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call 
seconded the motion. 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 



Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
April 24, 2025 

P a g e  | 15 
 

 

   

 

WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed session on this 
date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Smyth 
County Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia 
law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors hereby 
certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters 
lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, 
discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings. 
 
4/24/2025 8:47 PM With no further business to discuss, Chair, Atkins District Supervisor 
Charles Atkins adjourned the meeting. 


