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MEETING AGENDA 
SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Thursday, April 24th, 2025 
5:00 PM 

1) CALL MEETING TO ORDER Board Chair 

2) AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA Board Chair 

3) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS Board Chair 
Minutes of the April 10th, 2025, meeting

4) PRESENTATIONS Board Chair 
a. Animal Control Officer Appreciation Week Presentation
b. Plus Power- Rex Young and Jeff Strickland
c. Water & Sewer Rate Study- David Rose

5) PUBLIC HEARINGS Board Chair 
a. Nuisance Properties

i. 11248 S. Main Street, Mation
ii. 231 Currin Valley Road, Marion

iii. 214 Currin Valley Road, Marion

6) CITIZENS TIME Board Chair 
The Board welcomes your input. You may address the Board using the sign-in sheet located in 
the rear of the room. At this time, you may address the Board on items that may or may not be
on the agenda. Time limit is three (3) minutes.

7) OLD BUSINESS Board Chair 
a. Committee Reports/ Recommendations

i. Animal Control Committee
ii. Budget Committee

iii. Building and Grounds Committee
iv. Transportation Committee

8) NEW BUSINESS Board Chair 

9) REPORT FROM COUNTY ATTORNEY Scot Farthing, County Att’y 

10) REPORT FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF County Admin. / Staff 

11) SUPERVISOR COMMENT TIME Board Members 

12) CLOSED SESSION Board Chair 
Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 A.1 regarding Mount Rogers Community Services Board 
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April 24, 2025 
 
To: Members, Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
 
CC:  Smyth County Leadership Team 
 
From: Shawn M. Utt, Smyth County Administrator 
 
RE: Packet summary –April 21, 2025, Board meeting 

 
 
Below are summaries related to specific agenda items. Should additional information become 
available, we will provide as quickly as possible: 
 
1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation – The pledge of allegiance will be led by a 

member of Public Safety.  The invocation will be provided by a local pastor. 
 

2. Amendments to the Agenda – if any are necessary, they will be presented at the meeting. 
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) – a draft copy of the minutes of the April 10th, 2025 meeting 
are enclosed (Att. 1, Pg 1-21) for the Board’s review and approval. 

 
4. Presentations –  
 

a. Animal Control Officer Appreciation Week- The Board previously approved the 
resolution; however, due to the department being unable to attend at that time, we would 
now like to officially present the resolution to them. Enclosed (Att. 2, Pg 22) is a copy of 
the Resolution.   
 

b. Plus Power- Rex Young & Jeff Strickland will be in attendance to give the Board an update 
on the Laural Creek Energy Storage Project. 

 
c. Water & Sewer Rate Study – David Rose with Davenport will be in attendance to discuss 

the Water and Sewer Rate Study and give his recommendations.   
 
5. Public Hearings –  
 

a. Nuisance Properties - Enclosed (Att. 3, Pg 23) is a copy of the advertisement for 
the following nuisance complaints: 
 

i. Ronald E. Lefler, 11248 S. Main Street, Marion 
ii. Kimberly Michelle Blevins, 231 Currin Valley Road, Marion 

iii. Jeffery Lee Freeman, 214 Currin Valley Road, Marion 



 
 

 
6. Citizen’s Time – Time has been set aside for citizens to provide comments to the Board on 

general items of interest or concern. 
 

7. Old Business Items: 
 

a. Committee Reports/ Recommendations:  
 
i. Animal Control Committee– minutes of the meeting are enclosed for your review and 

information (Att. 4, Pg 24-32). In addition, items related to committee 
recommendations are also enclosed for your review 

ii. Budget Committee– minutes of the meeting are enclosed for your review and 
information (Att. 5, Pg 33-53). In addition, items related to committee 
recommendations are also enclosed for your review. 

iii. Buildings and Grounds Committee– minutes of the meeting are enclosed for your 
review and information (Att. 6, Pg 54-57). In addition, items related to committee 
recommendations are also enclosed for your review. 

iv. Transportation Committee minutes of the meeting are enclosed for your review and 
information (Att. 7, Pg 58). In addition, items related to committee recommendations 
are also enclosed for your review. 

 
8. New Business: - None 

 
9. Report from County Attorney: Time has been reserved on the agenda to allow the County 

Attorney to provide input and various updates as needed.  
 

10. Report from County Administrator/Staff: Time has been reserved on the agenda to allow the 
County Administrator and/or staff to provide input and various updates as needed. 

 
11. Supervisor Comment Time: Roundtable discussion for individual Board members. 

 
12. Closed Session –  

Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 A.1 regarding Mount Rogers Community Services Board  
 
13. Adjournment 

 
 



The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on Thursday, April 10, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m. The location of the meeting was held in the First Floor Board Room of the 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia. 
 
PRESENT: Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins; Chilhowie District 

Supervisor Michael Sturgill; Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason 
Parris; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call; Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Courtney Widener; North Fork District 
Supervisor Rick Billings; Park District Supervisor Kristopher 
Ratliff. 

 
ABSENT: None. 
 
STAFF: Assistant County Administrator – Development Clegg Williams; 

Assistant County Administrator – Operations Lisa Richardson; 
Administrative Assistant, Becca Creasy.  

 
OTHERS: Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News; Smyth County 

Sheriff’s Deputy, and citizens 
 
4/10/2025 5:07 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins called the meeting to 
order and welcomed everyone.   
 
4/10/2025 5:08 PM Lisa Richardson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Rev. Charles Stewart 
provided the invocation. 
 
4/10/2025 5:10 PM Minutes of March 13, 2025, Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 

• A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener to approve the 
minutes of the March 13, 2025, meeting, with amendments. Chilhowie District 
Supervisor Michael Sturgill seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
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4/10/2025 5:10 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener read the following 
resolution into record in recognition of Animal Care and Control Officer Appreciation Week: 

RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF APRIL 13-19 BEING DESIGNATED 
“ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL OFFICER APPRECIATION WEEK” 

WHEREAS, the National Animal Care & Control Association (NACA) is 
committed to setting the standard of professionalism in animal welfare and public 
safety through training, networking, and advocacy; and, 

WHEREAS, animal care and control professionals dedicate their lives to the 
health and safety of at-risk and helpless animals; and, 

WHEREAS, animal care and control professionals work to rescue and protect 
animals from injury, disease, abuse, and starvation; and, 

WHEREAS, NACA has designated the second full week of April as Animal Care 
and Control Officer Appreciation Week; and, 

WHEREAS, federal, state, and local government officials throughout the 
nation take this time to recognize, thank, and commend all animal care and control 
professionals for the dedicated services they perform and for fulfilling the 
commitment to providing the highest and most efficient level of customer service; 
and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors declares the week of April 13th through 19th, 2025, to be National 
Animal Care and Control Appreciation Week in Smyth County. 

ADOPTED this 10th day of April 2025. 

SMYTH COUNTY  
ATTEST: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board Charles Atkins, Chair 

• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to adopt the Resolution in
Recognition of April 13-19 being designated “Animal Care and Control Officer
Appreciation Week” as presented. Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill seconded
the motion.

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
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AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 5:13 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener read the following 
resolution into record in recognition of National Public Safety Communicator Week: 

 
RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF THE SECOND WEEK OF APRIL AS 

NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATOR WEEK 
 
 WHEREAS, emergencies can occur at any time that require law enforcement, 
�ire or emergency medical services; and, 

 
WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs the prompt response of law 

enforcement of�icers, �ire�ighters and paramedics is critical to the protection of life 
and preservation of property; and,   

WHEREAS, the safety of our law enforcement of�icers and �ire�ighters is 
dependent upon the quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who 
contact the Smyth County emergency communications center; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators (also known locally as our 

Dispatchers) are the �irst and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency 
services; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators are the single vital link for our 

law enforcement of�icers and �ire�ighters by monitoring their activities by radio, 
providing them information and ensuring their safety; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Public Safety Telecommunicators of Smyth County have 

contributed substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of �ires and 
treatment of patients in need; and, 

 
WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding and 

professionalism during the performance of their job in the past year. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors declares the week of April 13 through 19, 2025, to be National Public 
Safety Telecommunicators Week in Smyth County, in honor of the men and women 
whose diligence and professionalism keep our County and citizens safe. 
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ADOPTED this 10th day of April 2025.  

SMYTH COUNTY  
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
    __        
Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board   Charles Atkins, Chair 
 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to adopt the Resolution 
in Recognition of April 13-19, 2025, being designated “National Public Safety 
Communicator Appreciation Week” as presented. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason 
Parris seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
 
4/10/2025 5:16 PM Commonwealth Attorney, Bucky Blevins recognized Department of 
Professional and Occupational Regulations (DPOR) Investigator Ashley Tolliver for her 
dedicated work in the investigation of an unlicensed contractor, Aaron Heath, and restitution 
exceeding $14,000 being awarded to the homeowners. Mr. Blevins read the following 
resolution into record: 
 

COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY 
SMYTH COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

PRESENTS THIS 
CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION 

TO 
INVESTIGATOR ASHLEY TOLLIVER  

FOR 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

 
Investigator Ashley Tolliver distinguished herself by meritorious service while 
assigned as an Investigator for the Department of Professional and Occupational 
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Regulation.  Investigator Tolliver discovered that Aaron Lee Heath was operating a 
construction company under the trade name of “Nailed It Construction, LLC,” without 
a license.  Investigator Tolliver worked closely with one of Heath’s victims, a Smyth 
County family, who previously hired Heath to replace the roof on their home.  After a 
thorough investigation, Investigator Tolliver obtained a warrant for Heath’s arrest. 
Heath pled guilty to the charge of performing contractors work without a license, was 
sentenced to 90 days in jail, suspended, on the special condition that Heath pay 
$14,000 in restitution to the victims. Investigator Tolliver’s attention to detail and 
eagerness to protect Smyth County citizens against unlicensed contractors have 
greatly aided the Commonwealth’s Attorney in executing his duties and ultimately 
resulted in making Smyth County a safer community for its citizens to live and raise 
families in.  The distinctive accomplishments of Investigator Ashley Tolliver reflect 
great credit upon herself, the Smyth County Commonwealth’s Attorney, and the 
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
10 April 2025 

 

PHILLIP L. BLEVINS, JR. 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

 
 

4/10/2025 5:19 PM Dustin Keith and Carrie Holt with Southwest Virginia Association of 
Realtors were present to discuss fair housing month. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney 
Widener read the following resolution into record in recognition of SWVA Association of 
Realtors, Fair Housing Month Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION IN COMMEMORATION OF THE PASSAGE OF THE FAIR HOUSING 

ACT AND PROCLAMATION OF APRIL BEING FAIR HOUSING MONTH 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Fair Housing Act, originally enacted on April 11, 1968, 
enshrined into federal law with the goal of eliminating racial segregation and ending 
housing discrimination in the United States; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing based on 
race, color, religion, sex, familial status, national origin, and disability, and commits 
recipients of federal funding to affirmatively further fair housing in their 
communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, Smyth County is committed to the mission and intent of Congress 
to provide fair and equal housing opportunities for all; and 
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WHEREAS, our social fabric, the economy, health, and environment are 

strengthened in diverse, inclusive communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, more than fifty years after the original passage of the Fair Housing 
Act, discrimination persists, and many communities remain segregated; and 
 

WHEREAS, acts of housing discrimination and barriers to equal housing 
opportunity are repugnant to a common sense of decency and fairness. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors does hereby declare the month of April 2025 as Fair Housing Month; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Smyth County is an inclusive community 
committed to fair housing, and to promoting appropriate activities by private and 
public entities to provide and advocate for equal housing opportunities for all current 
and future residents. 
 
ADOPTED this 10th day of April 2025.  

SMYTH COUNTY  
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
            
Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board   Charles Atkins, Chair 

 
• Chilhowie District Supervisor Mike Sturgill made a motion to adopt the Resolution in 

Recognition of the month of April being designated “Fair Housing Month” as presented. 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 5:25 PM Due to a prior engagement, Sarah Gillespie and Rose Likins provided 
an update on behalf of Amanda Livington, County Tourism Director, for the Smyth County 
VA 250 committee. 
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4/10/2025 5:27 PM Larry Lederer presented a proposed accredited aviation degree that 
would be offered by Wytheville Community College (WCC) with the focus at Twin City 
Airport, it would also have a direct impact on Mt. Empire Airport. Training activities are 
planned to take place at both facilities and would also include airplane pilots, air traffic 
controllers, robotics, airport maintenance, etc. The region is considered an ideal location for 
this program due to its central position relative to several larger airports. The program is 
expected to lead to immediate job opportunities. Currently, no funding is being requested. 
Instead, Mr. Lederer is seeking letters of support from multiple counties and cities and has 
already met with representatives from Carroll, Grayson, and Wythe Counties, the Twin 
County Airport Board, and the Galax Board of Supervisors. Meetings with the Town of 
Wytheville and Bland County are still pending.  
 
4/10/2025 5:52 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins requested staff 
forward Mr. Lederer’s information to Kendra Hayden for the EDA’s review and 
consideration. 
 
4/10/2025  5:53 PM  Jeana Waddle with Evergreen Soil & Water Conservation District 
spoke on the appreciation for support over the years, financial support, want to give Friend 
of Conservation Award in June. Provided and reviewed informational handout Funding that 
Benefits Smyth County and programs and activities that benefit Smyth County. 
 
4/10/2025 6:07 PM Mrs. Richardson reviewed the following County financial information: 
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4/10/2025 6:08 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call to 
approve the accounts payable listing as presented. Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT: None. 
 
 
4/10/2025 6:09 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins opened citizen’s time. 
 
Director of Smyth County Library, Rose Likins shared various Library updates. The Board 
thanked Mr. Likins for her dedication.  
 
4/10/2025 6:15PM With no citizens wishing to speak, Chair, Atkins District Supervisor 
Charles Atkins closed citizen’s time and called for a break. 
 
4/10/2025 6:36 PM Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins called the meeting 
back to order. 
 
4/10/2025 6:36PM Mrs. Richardson read the minutes from March 20th, 2025 and April 3rd, 
2025, Budget Committee meetings and shared the following committee recommendations: 
 

• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to approve the 
recommended appropriations in the amount of $29,351,542. The motion was seconded 
by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
o General County  $ 10,500,000 Fund 001 
o General EDA Expenses $ 725,000 Fund 004 
o Schools – Operating Fund $ 16,317,117 Fund 009 
o Department of Social Services $   1,757,300 Fund 013 
o Sheriff’s Drug Assets $ 7,500 Fund 747 
o Recovery Court $ 44,625 Fund 749 
Total for 4th Qtr. – FY24/25 $ 29,351,542  

 
 
After consideration, the Budget Committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
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• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to approve the request 
from Mount Rogers ASAP for $1,500 from Supplemental Appropriation.  The motion was 
seconded by Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and it was unanimously 
approved. 

 
After consideration, the Budget Committee recommendation PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
 
4/10/2025 6:44 PM Chilhowie District Supervisor, Michael Sturgill read the minutes from 
the April 3rd 2025, Building and Grounds Committee meeting and shared the following 
recommendation: 

 
• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to authorize staff to 

obtain quotes for the necessary repairs or replacements for the Courthouse and put 
them out for bids. The motion was seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason 
Parris, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Building and Grounds Committee recommendation PASSED by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
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4/10/2025 6:59 PM Saltville District Supervisor, Roscoe Call read the minutes from the 
April 3rd, 2025, Water and Sewer Committee meeting and shared the following 
recommendation: 
 

• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to recommend approving a 
$90,000 loan with a 5-year balloon at 0% interest. He then revised his motion to 
recommend approving a $90,000 loan with a 5-year balloon at 0% interest, with the 
option to revisit the 5-year term at the end of the 4th year. The motion was seconded by 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Water and Sewer Committee recommendation PASSED by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 

• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to suspend the request for 
payment from Rye Valley Water Authority (RVWA) until FEMA reimbursement is 
received for the costs allowing RVWA to reimburse the County. The motion was seconded 
by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
After consideration, the Water and Sewer Committee recommendation PASSED by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:02 PM Regional Water Supply Planning Resolution: 

12



Mr. Williams reviewed the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
requirement for all water providers to complete a water supply plan by 2029. Smyth County 
is part of the "Big Sandy and Upper Tennessee Rivers 2 regional planning unit," which 
includes counties west of Smyth in the Tennessee River watershed. The Cumberland Plateau 
Planning District Commission (CPPDC) will lead the regional planning effort. Mr. Williams 
noted this will be a long-term, multi-year project, with planning grants expected to cover 
most costs, though County funds may be needed in the future. He presented a draft resolution 
authorizing the CPPDC to apply for grant funding on behalf of the County and presented the 
following resolution for the Board’s review and consideration: 
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• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to adopt the Resolution 

Regarding Local and Regional Water Supply Planning and Application for FY2025 
Water Supply Planning Grant. Saltville District supervisor Roscoe Call seconded the 
motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:08 PM Mr. Williams then presented a Resolution and agreement to join the 
Virginia Water and Wastewater Agency Response Network (VA WARN).  
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• Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to adopt the Resolution 
Authorizing Execution of the Virginia Water and Wastewater Agency Response Network 
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Mutual Aid Agreement and allow County Administrator to execute the agreement on the 
County’s behalf. Chilhowie District supervisor Michael Sturgill seconded the motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:09 PM Mr. Williams shared a request for “Children at Play signs” on White 
Rock Furnace Road in the Camp/Cedar Springs area of the County. After discussion, the 
following motion was rendered: 
 

• Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call made a motion to authorize staff to place 
“Children at Play” Signs on White Rock Furnace Road in the Camp/ Cedar Springs area 
of the County. North Fork District supervisor Rick Billings seconded the motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:11 PM Mr. Williams reviewed a VDOT request for temporary road closure on 
Route 631 (Cliffview Road). The closure is necessary to allow them to replace some concrete 
on the bridge that crosses the North Fork of the Holston River along with the bridge 
approach. The following Resolution was presented for the Boards review and consideration: 
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• Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to adopt the Resolution 
Supporting Temporary Closure of Route 631, Cliffview Road for Deck and Roadway 
Repair. Royal Oak District supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 
  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:16 PM County Attorney Report – Mr. Farthing did not have anything to share 
during this time. 
 
4/10/2025 7:16 PM County Staff Report -  
 
Mr. Williams provided various updates as well as a request to extend waiving permit fees for 
renovations or reconstruction related to damage caused by Hurricane Helene. Due to some 
homeowners still working through the rebuilding process, these citizens have not yet 
benefited from this exception. 
 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to extend the waiver of 
permit fees for renovations or reconstruction related to damage caused by Hurricane 
Helene for 6 months set to expire November 1st, 2025. Rye Valley District Supervisor 
Jason Parris seconded the motion.  

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following show of hand vote: 
 
AYES:  Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 

Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call,  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
4/10/2025 7:22 PM Supervisor Comment Time –  
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill commended Abigail Sobal, a Chilhowie High 
School student, who was awarded the Granville P. Meade Scholarship. He shared her 
intentions to attend Virginia Tech upon graduation to study Engineering and believes this is 
the first time a Smyth County student has received this scholarship.  
 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener congratulated Shawn Utt on his 
appointment with the Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP).  
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North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings also congratulated Mr. Utt on his appointment. 
He thanked the Board for supporting each other and staff for filling in other roles. 
 
Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins thanked everyone for attending, thanked the Board 
for supporting each other and congratulated Mr. Utt on his recent appointment. 
 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris thanked everyone for attending and shared his 
appreciation for Rose Likins’ involvement with various community activities. He also 
thanked the staff for filling in other roles. 
 
Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff echoed previous Supervisors’ comments and 
thanked the other Supervisors for supporting each other and working together. 
 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call also echoed previous Supervisors’ comments. 
 
4/10/2025 7:28 PM 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to enter into closed 
session under Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(a)7 Consultation with legal counsel 
and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable 
litigation regarding discussion regarding Opioid Litigation update and Community 
Services Board. Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 8:00 PM 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to adopt the following 
resolution and enter back into open session.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call 
seconded the motion. 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
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WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed session on this 
date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Smyth 
County Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia 
law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors hereby 
certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters 
lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, 
discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
4/10/2025 8:01 PM Following closed session, the following motion was rendered: 
 

• Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a to ratify the County 
Administrator’s decision to follow the recommendation of our Opioid Counsel to no 
longer seek to add PBM defendants, Express Scripts and Optum RX to our Opioid 
Lawsuit wor Litigation. Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call seconded the motion. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   Chair, Atkins District Supervisor Charles Atkins, 
  Vice Chair, Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill, 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, 
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Park District Supervisor Kristoper Ratliff, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call, 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings, and 

  Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris. 
NAYS:  None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
 
4/10/2025 8:01 PM With no further business to discuss, Chair, Atkins District Supervisor 
Charles Atkins adjourned the meeting. 
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  SMYTH COUNTY  
    BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

 
 

RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF APRIL 13-19 BEING DESIGNATED  
“ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL OFFICER APPRECIATION WEEK” 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the National Animal Care & Control Association (NACA) is committed to setting 
the standard of professionalism in animal welfare and public safety through training, networking, 
and advocacy; and, 

WHEREAS, animal care and control professionals dedicate their lives to the health and 
safety of at-risk and helpless animals; and, 

WHEREAS, animal care and control professionals work to rescue and protect animals from 
injury, disease, abuse, and starvation; and, 

WHEREAS, NACA has designated the second full week of April as Animal Care and Control 
Officer Appreciation Week; and, 

WHEREAS, federal, state, and local government officials throughout the nation take this 
time to recognize, thank, and commend all animal care and control professionals for the dedicated 
services they perform and for fulfilling the commitment to providing the highest and most efficient 
level of customer service; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of Supervisors declares 
the week of April 13th through 19th, 2025, to be National Animal Care and Control Appreciation 
Week in Smyth County. 

 
ADOPTED this 10th day of April 2025.  
 

SMYTH COUNTY  
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 

             
Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board   Charles Atkins, Chair 
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BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing in the Smyth County Office 
Building at 121 Bagley Circle in Marion, Virginia, on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. or as 
soon thereafter to receive public input on whether the properties referenced below constitute public 
nuisances as defined by Smyth County Code, Article 3, Section 20-64. 
 
 

Owner Property Address Tax Map No. 
Ronald E. Lefler 1248 S. Main St. 

Marion, VA 24354 
57A-1-43 through 57A-1-47 
and 57A-1-95 through 57A-
1-97, continuously 
 

Kimberly Michelle Blevins 231 Currin Valley Rd. 
Marion, VA 24354 
 

58-A-110 

Jeffrey Lee Freeman 214 Currin Valley Rd. 
Marion, VA 24354 

58-A-114 and 58-A-120D 

 
Publication is required in cases where the property owner is either unknown or officials have been 
unable to locate the owner. Those with an ownership interest in the property should contact Becca 
Creasy at (276) 706-8316. If the property is declared a public nuisance and the owner(s) do not 
file a plan to abate or raze the nuisance at his/her cost, the County will file a complaint with the 
Circuit Court and take action to remove the nuisance. The cost will be charged to the owner and 
filed as a lien against the property ranking on parity with real estate taxes. Failure to pay nuisance 
abatement charges may result in the property being sold for nuisance abatement costs according 
to Virginia Code §58.1-3965 (1950), as amended. 
 
At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her views thereon. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to 
attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator, at (276) 
706-8315 at least 48 hours before the hearing. 
 
Smyth County fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and 
regulations in all programs and activities. For more information or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination 
Complaint Form, contact (276) 783-3298 or at https://www.smythcounty.org. 
 
    Done by order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors  
    Shawn Utt, County Administrator   
 
 

24

https://www.smythcounty.org/


A meeting of the Animal Control Committee was held at the County Office Building Thursday, April 
17th, at 9 a.m. 
 
Committee Members Present: 
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener, Chair 
 North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings 
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe Call (Via Phone) 
 
Staff Members Present: 
 County Administrator, Shawn Utt 
 Assistant County Administrator- Operations, Lisa Richardson 
 Assistant County Administrator- Development, Clegg Williams 

Executive Assistant/ Deputy Clerk, Auna Louthian 
Chief Animal Control Officer, Chris Bennett 
Animal Control Officer, Kristy Moore 

 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 
Animal Control Officer Kristy Moore presented an animal damage claim for consideration. Gary Miles 
of 546 Town Springs Road, Chilhowie VA, 24319- 3 roosters and 10 hens justifiably assumed to have 
been killed by domestic animal such as a dog. Mr. Miles stated these birds were all Ayam Cemani 
Chickens and the cost for each is estimated between $50 to $100 each but the current code section 
only allows for $10 per bird. After review and discussion, the following recommendation was made:  

 
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings made a motion to recommend approval of the Smyth 
County Damage Claim form in the amount of $130 to Gary Miles.  Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe Call seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
The Committee then discussed the proposed Smyth Animal Rescue proposed hour changes at Smyth 
County Animal Shelter. After review and discussion, the following motion was rendered: 
 

North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings made a motion to recommend approval of the Smyth 
Animal Shelter Hours change as presented, effective May 1st. Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
Call seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  

 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19 a.m. 
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A meeting of the Smyth County Budget Committee was held at the County Office Building 
on Thursday, April 17th, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Committee Members Present: 

Atkins District Supervisor, Charlie Atkins 
Chilhowie District Supervisor, Mike Sturgill 
Royal Oak District Supervisor, Courtney Widener 

 
Staff Members: 

County Administrator, Shawn Utt 
Assistant County Administrator – Operations, Lisa Richardson 
Assistant County Administrator – Development, Clegg Williams 
Executive Assistant, Auna Louthian 

 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Item #1 – Budget Presentations: 
The committee heard proposed budget presentations from the following departments: Meagan 
Helmick presented on behalf of the Smyth County Health Department; Janie Fisher represented 
Mount Rogers Community Services; Kendra Hayden presented for Smyth County EDA/Economic 
Development; Gabe Dempsey presented the budget for Information Systems; and John Graham 
provided the proposed budget for the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
 
Item #2 – Budget Amendment #10 
 
Mr. Utt presented Budget Amendment #10 in the amount of $383,332 for Sheriff Relocation Bond 
Reimbursement, VDEM NG911 Grant and Town of Marion and Chilhowie EMS Ambulance & Rescue 
Services. After discussion, the following motion was rendered: 
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving Budget 
Amendment #10 in the amount of $383,332 as presented. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney 
Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
Item #3 – PACE Funding Request 
 
Mr. Utt reported that PACE has requested a contribution in the amount equal to the taxes they have 
paid. He noted this request was made in response to the Board’s previous direction to provide a 
contribution in lieu of granting tax-exempt status and to have PACE formally submit the request. After 
discussion, the following motion was rendered: 
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving a contribution to 
PACE in the amount of $3,739.42. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved. 
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Item #4 – Revised Financial Reporting Policy 
 
Mrs. Richardson reviewed the revised copy of the Financial Reporting Policy. After discussion, the 
following motion was rendered: 
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill made a motion to recommend approving the Financial 
Reporting Policy as presented. Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved. 
 
The Committee also discussed the Realestate equalization rate, but requested the full Board hold this 
discussion. 

  
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
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FY26 Budget
Proposal 

S M Y T H  C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Budget Committee
Shawn Utt, County Administrator
Lisa Richardson, Asst. County Administrator 

PRESENTED TO

Kendra Hayden, Director of Community &
Economic Development

PRESENTED BY
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Smyth County Economic Development is a dedicated local
economic development organization committed to fostering
growth, innovation, and prosperity in our community. With a deep
understanding of the unique needs and opportunities present in
our area, we strive to create a vibrant business ecosystem that
supports the success of businesses large and small.

Our mission is to cultivate economic vitality by attracting new
investment, supporting existing businesses, and empowering
entrepreneurs. Through strategic partnerships, advocacy efforts,
and targeted initiatives, we work to enhance the competitiveness
and resilience of our local economy.

 We believe that economic development is not just about
numbers, but about people. We are driven by a passion for
improving the lives of residents, creating job opportunities, and
building a sustainable future for generations to come.
Join us in shaping the economic landscape of our community
and unlocking its full potential for growth and prosperity. 

Together, we can achieve great things.

Attached you will find the summary of changes requested as well
as the full budget proposal request for FY2025-2026.

F Y  2 6  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

3

About 
SCED

The Team!

Kendra Hayden
Director of Community &
Economic Development

Shawn Utt
County Administrator

Clegg Williams
Assistant County
Administrator - Development

41



F Y 2 5  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

Mission and Vision
SMYTH COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

To catalyze sustainable economic growth and
prosperity in our community by fostering an
environment conducive to business success,
job creation, innovation, and collaborative
efforts.

MISSION
We envision a dynamic and inclusive local
economy where businesses thrive, residents
prosper, and opportunities abound, creating a
vibrant and resilient community for
generations to come.

 With the goal of attracting future residents
and businesses, SCED will continue to utilize
the #SmythStrong initiative for positive and
impactful media, including a stronger web and
social media presence. 

VISION

4
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F Y 2 6  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

Goals
for the Year
"Setting goals is the first step in turning the invisible into the
visible!” 
~Tony Robbins

5
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F Y 2 6  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

Proposed Budget
Changes
Expense

Line Item Description
FY25

Revised
Budget

FY26
Request

Reason for Increase

081020-1001
Salaries &

Wages
$123,107 $132,445

Requesting an increase to Eco.
Director’s salary for BRE activities & for

equity in pay (salary study)

6

Fund 1

Line Item Description
FY25

Revised
Budget

FY26
Request

Reason for Increase

012010-5506
WCC Capital

Reserve
$18,648 $68,648

Repairs for WCC WEST facility that are
reimbursed (net neutral)

012010-5509
Wells Fargo

Maintenance
$8,500 $15,000

Estimated monthly expenditures are
$1,250

012010-5511
AFID

Infrastructure
Grant

$0 $20,000 Waller Dairy Infrastructure Grant 

012010-8888-4 USDA RLF $78,750 $100,000
Awarded Additional funds from USDA

Rural Development

Fund 4
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F Y 2 6  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

SALARY STUDY RESULTS
Here is a sneak peak of my new Leads & Opportunities Tracking sheet that will help keep
up with all the project details! 

7
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Woodgrain Speyside Smyth Machine SIG (Scholle)

$682,963 total paid $1,259,391 total paid $142,960 total paid $620,708 total paid

x 1% x 1% x 1% x 1%

$6,829 due to EDA $12,593 due to EDA $1,429 due to EDA $6,207 due to EDA

F Y 2 6  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L

Proposed Budget
Changes
Revenue

8

Revenue Share
Annual Revenue share agreement with the Board of Supervisors from industry-related taxes received:

 
This request is for a permanent revenue share percentage of 1% of all machinery & tools and real estate taxes
paid by our industries. This will allow the EDA to recoup funds expended from previous expansions and
incentives given for economic development projects. This additional revenue will aid the EDA in future
incentives and projects.  I would like to request a back-dated reimbursement beginning in 2018 with the
following company expansions; then moving forward it would be an annual transaction.
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Questions?

Email: khayden@smythcounty.org
cell: 276-780-9829
Office: 276-706-8304
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SMYTH COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
SMYTH COUNTY BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2024/25 – AMENDMENT #10 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors, on June 20th, 2024, adopted the Fiscal Year 2024/25 

Budget in the original amount of $146,646,737; and 
 

WHEREAS, in the meeting of August 22nd, 2024, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 
budget (Budget amendment #1) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $151,588,158; and 
 

WHEREAS, in the meeting of August 22nd, 2024, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 
budget (Budget amendment #2) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $151,603,158; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of September 26th, 2024, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an 

amended budget (Budget amendment #3) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $151,917,704; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of October 24th, 2024, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 

budget (Budget amendment #4) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $151,702,704; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of November 14th, 2024, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an 

amended budget (Budget amendment #5) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $152,950,165; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of January 23rd, 2025, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 

budget (Budget amendment #6) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $153,348,183; and 
 

WHEREAS, in the meeting of February 27th, 2025, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 
budget (Budget amendment #7) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $157,053,806; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of February 27th, 2025, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 

budget (Budget amendment #8) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $157,213,988; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the meeting of March 13th, 2025, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors adopted an amended 

budget (Budget amendment #9) for Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $157,215,988; and 
 

WHEREAS, the aggregate amount of budget amendment #10 is $383,332 which would increase the Fiscal Year 
2024/25 budget to a total of $157,599,320 as shown in greater detail on Exhibit A attached hereto. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors sets forth and approves 
the amended Smyth County Budget for the Fiscal Year 2024/25 in the amount of $157,599,320 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the approval of this budget amendment #10 shall indeed constitute an 
appropriation of the same funds. 
 
Adopted this the 24th day of April, 2025 

SMYTH COUNTY 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
             
Shawn M. Utt, Clerk of the Board   Charles Atkins, Chair 
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A meeting of the Smyth County Building and Grounds Committee was held at the County Office 
Building on Thursday, April 17th, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Committee Members Present:  
 Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris 
 Park District Supervisor Kristopher Ratliff  
 
Staff Members: 
 County Administrator, Shawn Utt 
 Assistant County Administrator- Development, Clegg Williams 
 Assistant County Administrator- Operations, Lisa Richardson 

Executive Assistant/ Deputy Clerk, Auna Louthian 
 
Chilhowie District Supervisor Michael Sturgill called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Mr. Williams discussed bids received for the Solid Waste Satellite Office located at the Transfer 
Station. Mr. Williams shared the bids are comparable, so the lower of the two was recommended. 
After discussion, the following motion was rendered: 
 

Royal Oak District Supervisor Courtney Widener made a motion to recommend approving the 
Berry Enterprises bid for the Transfer Station Satellite Office in the amount of $275,000. Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 

 
The Committee then discussed pros and cons of building space needs. The Committee requested Mr. Utt 
bring as much information including quotes for all needed repairs for the Morrision Building and seek 
additional options. 
 

Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris made a motion to recommend authorizing 
advertisements for bids for HVAC and Window repairs/replacements for the Morrision building 
and authorize the County Administrator to negotiate all options. Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
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A meeting of the Transportation Committee was held at the County Office Building on Thursday, April 
17th, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Committee Members Present: 

North Fork District Supervisor, Rick Billings, Chair 
Royal Oak District Supervisor, Courtney Widener 
Rye Valley District Supervisor, Jason Parris 

  
Staff Members: 
 County Administrator, Shawn Utt  
 Assistant County Administrator- Development, Clegg Williams 
 Assistant County Administrator- Operations, Lisa Richardson 
 Executive Assistant, Auna Louthian 
 
Guests:   
 Residency Administrator for VDOT, Jeff Harrison 
 Assistant Residency Engineer for VDOT, Pam Heath  

Engineer for VDOT, Derek Dotson 
  
North Fork District Supervisor Rick Billings called the meeting to order at 9:30a.m. 
 
The committee discussed current roads on the 6 Year Plan as well as potential roads that are 
eligible. Mrs. Heath shared the eligibility requirements for a new road to be added to the plan 
includes a 16-foot road as well as a minimum of 50 vehicles traveling the road per day. She also 
noted that budget projections were updated for the existing roads in the plan and that available 
funding was still in question. With budget constraints in mind, the Committee discussed the 
feasibility of adding to the current plan and following the conversation, the following motion was 
made: 
 

• A motion was made by Rye Valley District Supervisor Jason Parris to schedule a public 
hearing for May 8th at 5pm or thereafter to hear comments on the proposed continuation of 
the 6 Year Plan with no additional roadways to be added at this time. Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Courtney Widener seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 10 a.m. 
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