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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, January 8, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner; Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

 
4:01:21 PM Temporary Chairman Michael Carter called the meeting to order. 
4:01:24 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to enter into closed 
session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business 
Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has 
been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or expanding its 
facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – consultation with legal counsel and 
briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 
where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.   
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
 
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
4:29:49 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to go out 
of closed session.  The motion was seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
D. Call. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
4:30:10 PM Temporary Chairman Carter recessed the meeting until 5:00 p.m. 
5:00:38 PM Temporary Chairman Carter called the meeting back to order. 
5:00:39 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to return to open session 
and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

  
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:01:07 PM Temporary Chairman Carter introduced Heather Street, IT Department, 
who would be giving both the invocation and pledge for the meeting. 
5:01:46 PM Mrs. Street provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance.   
5:02:37 PM Temporary Chairman Carter asked for adoption of the agenda and 
additional agenda.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
adopt the agenda and additional agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:03:22 PM Temporary Chairman Carter opened the floor for nominations of 
Chairman for calendar year 2013.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a 
motion to nominate Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr. as Chairman.  
The motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to nominate Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson as Chair.  There was no second to the 
motion.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to close the 
nominations, seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
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5:04:50 PM Temporary Chairman Carter called for a vote on Chilhowie District 
Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.’s nomination for Chairman.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS: Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins.  
ABSENT:  None.   
 
With no second to the nomination of Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson as Chair, there was no vote on that nomination.  Temporary Chairman 
Carter turned the meeting over to the Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor 
Wade H. Blevins, Jr.  
5:05:24 PM Chairman Blevins thanked the Board for electing him to serve another 
year as Chairman. 
5:05:30 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for nominations of Vice Chairman for 
calendar year 2013.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins nominated Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner as Vice Chairman.  The motion was seconded by 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call made a motion to close the nominations for Vice Chairman.  The motion was 
seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:06:11 PM Chairman Blevins called for a vote on Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner’s nomination for Vice Chairman. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:06:26 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for nominations of Clerk for calendar 
year 2013.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call nominated Michael Carter for 
Clerk.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner. Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
close the nominations and Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:07:01 PM Chairman Blevins called for a vote on Michael Carter’s nomination for 
Clerk.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:07:09 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for nominations of Deputy Clerk for 
calendar year 2013.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call nominated Scott 
Simpson for Deputy Clerk.  The motion was seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to close 
the nominations and the motion was seconded by Vice Chair, Park District 
Supervisor M. Todd Dishner. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:07:37 PM Chairman Blevins called for a vote on Scott Simpson’s nomination for 
Deputy Clerk.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:08:05 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board their desired meeting schedule for calendar 
year 2013.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to continue 
with the regular meeting schedule on the second Tuesday of each month with closed 
session beginning at 4:00 p.m., the only exception being the November meeting 
which will occur on Wednesday, November 13th due to the VACo Conference, joint 
meetings with the Planning Commission as needed on the fourth Thursday of the 
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. and any special or called meetings that may occur 
throughout the year.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the 
motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT:  None. 
5:09:55 PM A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson to adopt the Board of Supervisors Rules of Procedures as amended 
January 10, 2012.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:10:44 PM A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson to adopt the 2013 state holiday schedule as approved by Governor and 
amended throughout the year.  The motion was seconded by Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:11:27 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve the minutes of 
the December 11, 2012 meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
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ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:11:53 PM  Finance Status – Mr. Charlie Atkins informed the Board, per the report 
from the Treasurer’s Office, there were sufficient funds in the bank for the requested 
appropriations.  Mr. Carter added that, as of December 31st, 46% of projected 
expenditures have been spent and 50% of expected revenue has been received so it 
looks like the County is on track to stay within the allotted budget or come in under 
budget for the fiscal year.   
5:13:19 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $6,160,000.00 for the 
General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:     
 

 General County    $ 1,675.000.00 
 
 Social Services (Jan. 9 – Jan. 31, 2013) $    325,000.00 
     (Feb. 1 – Feb. 12, 2013) $      60,000.00 
      

  Schools - Operating Fund   $ 4,100,000.00 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:14:13 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $1,000,000.00 for the 
School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
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ABSENT:  None.   
5:14:29 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton to approve $7,974.20 for the IDA – Fund 
4 appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:14:54 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton to approve $69,384.82 for the 
Courthouse Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:15:17 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins to approve $12,475.00 for the Lick 
Skillet Housing Project.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;08-Jan-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:14:29&quot;?Data=&quot;f602130f&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;08-Jan-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:14:54&quot;?Data=&quot;196dfb6a&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;08-Jan-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:15:17&quot;?Data=&quot;7f8b7dac&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2013 

 

10 
 

5:15:35 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins to approve $15,000.00 for the CDBG 
Program Income Account.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:15:55 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins to approve $1,010,629.31 for the 
Accounts Payable listing.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:16:14 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time.  There were no citizens wishing 
to speak.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call asked about consideration of a 
request from the Saltville Fire Department in a letter presented to him prior to 
tonight’s meeting.  The request concerns Fire Department members being licensed 
as first responders to assist with Saltville Rescue Squad calls. Chairman Blevins 
noted he just received the letter and has not had time to review it yet.  The County 
has not seen a copy of the letter, either.  
5:17:23 PM Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
5:18:49 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Robbie Jones, Facility Manager, and Richie 
Pack, Production Manager, from Mount Rogers IDC.  Mr. Pack thanked the Board for 
the opportunity to speak.  He provided information on the Industrial Development 
Centers which are a branch of the Mount Rogers Community Services Board.  They 
have three facilities which are located in Atkins, Wytheville and Hillsville.  These 
facilities employ individuals with disabilities to manufacture products for 
government contracts and local businesses.  They serve more than 300 individuals 
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with disabilities and provide 40 buses for transportation to and from work each day.  
The IDC’s are accredited through Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF), ISO 9001:2008, and are part of the National Industries for the 
Blind and National Industries for the Severely Handicapped which helps to secure 
government contracts.  Mount Rogers is also one of only nine facilities in the U.S. 
approved for development and design of products for the military.  Sixty percent of 
direct dollars are generated from products manufactured for the military including 
Army shirts, helmet covers, kerchiefs, sleep shirts and personal item bags.  Forty 
percent of direct dollars earned are through local business partnerships.  The IDC is 
looking for opportunities to get out into the community and they welcome the Board 
and the public to come tour their facilities. 
5:27:04 PM  Todd May, chief of the Marion Volunteer Fire Department, presented a 
resolution asking for the Board’s support in licensing the fire department to be first 
responders and assist the Marion Life Saving Crew with answering emergency calls.  
Bill Wymer, Marion Life Saving Crew, was present and stated the Life Saving Crew 
supports this request.  Dr. Peter Bruzzo has agreed to serve as the Operational 
Medical Director for both agencies.  Mr. Carter asked Mr. May a series of questions 
related to the request.  The fire department currently has nine EMT’s and plans to 
outfit two vehicles for emergency response situations.  The approval from the Board 
is the last step prior to submitting the request to the EMS council for licensing.  The 
EMT’s currently serving on the fire department have an average of seven years 
experience as basic responders.  Once licensed, they would provide responder 
services only; transportation would be left up to Marion Life Saving Crew.  This 
request is a result of volunteer numbers going down and difficulty recruiting new 
volunteers to provide these services.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson made a motion to adopt the resolution in support of Marion Volunteer Fire 
Department for first responder licensing.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
Burton seconded the motion.  
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
5:33:19 PM Tim Nutter, Saltville Fire Department, was present to request first 
responder approval for the Saltville Fire Department.  It was noted that Adwolfe and 
Atkins Fire Departments are licensed to serve as first responders.  The Board 
informed Mr. Nutter the fire department will need to provide more information, 
including OMD support along with a resolution to be presented at the continued 
meeting on January 24th for this request to be considered. 
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5:42:55 PM Lindy White, CEO of Smyth County Community Hospital, introduced Dr. 
David Haney, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, and Joseph 
Taylor, Vice President for Institute Advancement, from Emory and Henry College to 
provide an update on the DPT program.  Ms. White noted that Mountain States has 
made an additional commitment to carry the old hospital property for an additional 
twelve months allowing the college more time to recruit staff and raise monies to 
move forward with the project.  The hope is to have the property transitioned to the 
college by January 1, 2014.  Dr. Haney provided an update on the progress of the 
DPT school and an update on the future plans for the school.  Dr. Haney reported 
that the Director of the DPT program resigned prior to the end of 2012 and the 
college has hit the ground running to find a new Director, anticipating having 
someone in place within the next six months; however, this will put the school back 
one year for admitting the first group of students.  This is the first time in 175 years 
the college has ventured off campus to set up a new program of study.  They are 
committed to the process and this is a central part of the college’s strategic plan.  
The college is also in the process of recruiting a new president and they intend to 
get someone who will be supportive of the new DPT school.  It has been a very 
complicated process for starting the program and obtaining accreditation and 
getting the new building ready will be challenging as well.  Dr. Haney noted the 
college’s Board of Trustees have not yet voted to approve borrowing between $17 
and $20 million to fund this project, but the college is in good financial shape and 
willing to take on this project.  Dr. Haney reported that a pre-application has been 
submitted to the Tobacco Commission requesting funding for the search expenses 
and initial salary and benefits for a Dean of Emory and Henry College School of 
Health Sciences.  The college plans to expand the health sciences program into the 
fields of Occupational Therapy, Physician’s Assistant and possibly Speech Pathology 
after the initial DPT program has been established.  The pre-application is seeking 
$600,000; $300,000 from the Tobacco Commission and $300,000 to be matched by 
other sources.  The Town of Marion has approved to commit $100,000 through the 
Town Council and the college is asking the Board of Supervisors to commit to 
$100,000 to be spread out over three fiscal years to help with the project 
implementation.  The college believes this would be a good investment because it 
could bring in additional revenue for the County with higher salary employees 
investing in housing and students staying in the area after they graduate. Mr. Taylor 
reminded the Board that the college and the hospital have expressed mutual and 
ardent interest, but the college has not taken over the property at this point.  The 
next few months will determine a timeframe for acquisition of this property.  The 
college will need a commitment letter within the next few weeks prior to the 
Tobacco Commission deadline of February 28th.  This matter will be considered by 
the Board at their February 12, 2013 meeting. 
6:06:00 PM Public Hearing – Budget Amendments  Chairman Blevins opened the 
public hearing.  Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the 
Smyth County News and Messenger:   
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Notice of Public Hearing 
On Amending the Smyth County Budget 

For the Fiscal Year  
July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013 

On January 8, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Pursuant to section 15.2-2507 of the Code of Virginia, the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., or as soon 
thereafter, in the Board of Supervisors meeting room at 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia. 
 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of the Board of Supervisors, any citizen may 
appear and give his or her comments.  A full text version of this proposed agreement is available 
at the office of the County Administrator and Clerk to the Board of Supervisors, at 121 Bagley 
Circle, Marion, Virginia 24354.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons 
requiring special assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth 
County Administrator’s office at (276) 783-3298 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the 
hearing. 
 

The purpose of the hearing will be to receive public comment on proposed amendments 
to the Smyth County budget for fiscal year 2012-2013.  The amendments relate to Smyth County 
School Board, Grant Award for Lick Skillet Housing, ADA Compliance, Sheriff’s Office 
Renovations and tax reassessment costs.  A brief synopsis of the proposed budget amendments 
follows: 

 
By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 

Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
 

Account Number Title 
2012-2013 

Original 
2012-2013 
Amended Difference 

009-099990-5699  State & Fed Op Shar 36,430,585  37,340,012  909,427 
009-021010-0052  QSCB Interest Reb -403,750  -452,610  -48,860 
009-021010-0002  State Sales Tax  -4,332,117  -4,482,117  -150,000 
009-021010-0006  Basis Aid  25,720,608  26,091,322  -370,714 
009-021010-0072  Federal Funds  -6,377,860  -6,710,573  -332,713 
009-021010-0123  Revenue other Sour -2,035,482  -2,091,482  -56,000 
020-010001-0002  Trans to Sch Proj  0  48,860  48,860 
     
744-010000-9005  Sher Office Renova 10,000  50,000  40,000 
744-010000-0001 Court Fines -5,000  -45,000  -40,000 
     
738-021070-8888-21 Sher Drug Asset 4,000  35,000 31,000 
738-010001-0001  State/Local Funds -4,000  -35,000  -31,000 
     
001-011010-8788-21  ADA Compliance Co 150,000  210,000  60,000 
001-010000-1000  Reserve Account -1,621,322  -1,741,322  -60,000 
     
314-010000-0001  Lick Skillet Exp  0  410,000  410,000 
314-010000-0001  Grant Revenue  0  -350,000  -350,000 
314-010000-0002  Transfer In  0  -75,000  -75,000 
001-019010-0001  Misc Recoveries  -60,000 -120,000  -60,000 
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302-011010-0002  Transfer Out  0  15,000  15,000 
001-011010-8888-20  Transfer to Lk Skillet 0  60,000  60,000 
     
001-012100-3002-1  Prof Srvs Reassess 0  300,000  300,000 
001-010000-1000  Reserve Account  -1,741,322  -2,041,322  -300,000 

 
Line Item Transfers 

001-021020-3005  Gen Dist Ct. Maint 43,000 8,000  -35,000 
001-011010-8888-5  Local Aid to Commo  170,000 145,000  -25,000 
001-011010-8888-20  Transfer to Lk Skillet  0  60,000  60,000 
     
001-011010-5801  Dues and Member  5,000 7,063  2,063 
001-021020-3005  Gen Dist Ct. Maint  8,000 5,937  -2,063 

 
 

Smyth County School Board 
Operations Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2013 

Revenue Summary for Operations Budget 

 
2012-2013 
ORIGINAL 

2012-2013 
PROPOSED Difference 

State Revenue $     25,720,608 $      26,091,322 $           370,714 
Local Revenue $       7,696,986 $        7,696,986 $                     - 

Federal Revenue $       6,377,860 $        6,710,573 $           332,713 
State Sales Tax $       4,332,117 $        4,482,117 $           150,000 
Other Revenue $       2,035,482 $        2,091,482 $             56,000 

TOTAL OPERATIONS $     46,163,053 $      47,072,480 $           909,427 
 

Expenditure Summary for Operations Budget 

 
2012-2013 
ORIGINAL 

2012-2013 
PROPOSED Difference 

Instruction $      33,888,131 $      34,053,131 $          165,000 
Administration $        1,571,564 $        1,579,064 $              7,500 
Transportation $        2,241,571 $        2,659,571 $          418,000 

Facilities $        4,277,698 $        4,410,937 $          133,239 
Food Service $        2,912,393 $        3,045,081 $          132,688 
Technology $        1,271,696 $        1,324,696 $            53,000 

TOTAL OPERATIONS $      46,163,053 $      47,072,480 $          909,427 
 

Smyth County School Board 
Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2013 

Revenue Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget 

 
2012-2013 
ORIGINAL 

2012-2013 
PROPOSED Difference 

Local Funds - Debt Service $      1,797,296 $      1,836,950 $            39,654 
Local Funds - Capital Outlay $         185,138 $         145,484 $          (39,654) 

Other Funds - Interest Rebate $         403,750 $         452,610 $            48,860 
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY $      2,386,184 $      2,435,044 $            48,860 
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Expenditure Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget 

 
2012-2013 
ORIGINAL 

2012-2013 
PROPOSED Difference 

Capital Outlay – Facilities $          185,138 $          145,484 $          (39,654) 
Capital Outlay - Debt Service $       2,201,046 $       2,289,560 $            88,514 

TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY $       2,386,184 $       2,435,044 $            48,860 
 
Mr. Carter identified the headers for each item.  He noted the School Board’s state 
and federal operations share at $909,427 difference, proposed increase in School 
Board’s state and federal operations and transfer school project capital outlay and 
debt service budget for $48,860.  School Board representatives were present at the 
meeting, but there were no questions asked of them.  Mr. Carter reviewed the 
Sheriff’s Office renovation transfer requests already approved.  He noted that once 
amendments reach a certain percent of the adopted operating budget, any 
amendments have to be identified regardless.  There were transfers of $40,000 and 
$31,000.  ADA compliance was increased by $60,000 and Lick Skillet Housing 
Project was approved for $410,000.  Professional services reassessment for 
$300,000 has not been approved.  This amount is for the services of tax assessors 
completing the four-year reassessment for 2014 as voted on by the Board.   Mr. 
Carter has spoken with Commissioner of Revenue Jeff Richardson and Mr. 
Richardson is confident this number will be less than $300,000, but an exact 
number will not be known until completion of the reassessment.  This money will 
need to be spent this fiscal year.  Mr. Carter reported on the line item transfers that 
have already been completed. 
6:11:47 PM Mr. Carter read the rules for public hearings. 
6:12:42 PM There was no one signed up and no one in attendance wishing to speak 
concerning the public hearing matter. 
 6:12:50 PM Chairman Blevins closed the public hearing. 
6:12:54 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board to consider voting on these amendments at 
their continued meeting scheduled for January 24, 2013. 
6:13:20 PM Ms. Clayton reported on a veteran’s tax refund in the amount of 
$1,006.72 plus interest.  Since the amount is over $1,000 it has to be brought before 
the Board.  It is a combined total for tax years 2011 and 2012.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve the veteran’s tax refund in 
the amount of $1,006.72 plus interest.  The motion was seconded by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
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 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
6:15:10 PM Ms. Morgan referenced a letter from DHCD approving the amendments 
to Enterprise Zone 51.  The additional area is now eligible for state incentives which 
would be retroactive for 2012.  Landowners in the additional area who might 
qualify are in the process of being notified.  Mrs. Clayton will be working to draft 
changes in eligibility to go before this year’s Ordinance Committee for economic 
stimulus grants, machinery and tools tax rebates, water and sewer and building 
permit rebates. 
6:17:48 PM Mr. Simpson provided an update on the ADA project bids for upgrades 
to the Morrison Building and the Library.  There have been some modifications to 
the handicapped parking area for this building that resulted in a $7,000 credit.  The 
information will be put together and a contract will be presented to the Board at the 
continued meeting on January 24th.  
6:19:32 PM Mr. Simpson reported bids were received on new vehicles for the water 
and sewer department.  These vehicles are being purchased with surplus grant 
money left over from previous projects that came in under budget.  Four bids were 
received and Mountain View Ford was the low bidder on both the SUV and the truck.  
The SUV will be a 2013 Ford Explorer 4WD for $24,500 and the truck will be a 2013 
Ford F150 super cab 4WD for $20,500.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson made a motion to award the low bid to Mountain View Ford for the two 
vehicles for the water and sewer department.  The motion was seconded by Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.  Mr. Simpson noted that approximately $11,000 
of the surplus grant money will be left after the purchase of the two vehicles. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
6:21:58 PM Mr. Simpson reported bids were received on temporary toilets used at 
the convenience stations.  Two quotes were received and the low bidder was R & R 
Enterprises.  They are the current provider of the temporary toilets at a cost of $60 a 
month per unit and the bid received quoted a rate of $55 a month per unit.  By going 
out for bid, a lower monthly rate was secured for the units.  The bid will be for a one 
year term with one renewal option.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
made a motion to accept the low bid from R & R Enterprises for temporary toilets at 
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the convenience stations as presented.  The motion was seconded by Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
6:24:06 PM Mr. Carter reported that The Evergreen Soil and Water Conservation 
would like to schedule their annual meeting with the Board of Supervisors in March.  
The Board unanimously agreed on a meeting time of 2:00 p.m. with the date to be 
determined. 
6:25:22 PM Mr. Carter reminded the Board that VACo Local Government Day is 
scheduled for January 31st in Richmond.  At this time, Mr. Carter, Mr. Simpson and 
Mrs. Clayton will be attending.  If any Board Members are interested in attending, 
please let Mr. Carter know prior to the January 21st registration deadline.  
6:26:46 PM Mr. Blevins opened the floor for old business. 
6:26:54 PM Mr. Carter reported there was an ad in the paper for a potential 
property sale related to delinquent taxes.  This was done through the third party 
collection agency and will happen in the spring.  The Treasurer’s Office reported 
that halfway through the year they have collected 85% of 2012 taxes, which is a 
good number six months in.  DMV Stop continues to be working, but since it’s based 
on when tags come due it’s hard to have a monthly comparison.  The second notices 
for DMV Stop will go out in February.  Steps taken by the Board for additional 
receipt of delinquent taxes is starting to show and will hopefully continue at this 
pace. 
6:29:10 PM Mrs. Clayton reported she is trying to remove a few things from Old 
Business.  She will work on the Subdivision Ordinance in 2013, but it needs to go 
back to the Planning Commission for review.    Mr. Carter noted the same needs to 
be done with the Comprehensive Plan.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
made a motion to send the Subdivision Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan back 
to the Planning Commission for review.  The motion was seconded by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.   
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
6:31:41 PM The mega-site property is an IDA project, but the Board would like to 
receive updates on the project so the consensus was to leave it on Old Business. 
6:33:21 PM Mr. Carter reported he had made an inquiry concerning the nuisance 
complaint against a property owned by Joseph F. Ellis, Jr. and Mrs. Clayton has 
talked with Patton Graham concerning the matter.  It is recommended to leave this 
item on Old Business for now. 
6:33:44 PM Amend the Board’s Rules of Procedures can be removed since the Board 
just voted to adopt it for the calendar year.  Mr. Carter noted there had been some 
previous discussion of changing the rules prior to Mrs. Clayton beginning work with 
the County, but with the adoption of the rules today there is no reason to continue 
having it on Old Business.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a 
motion to remove this item from old business.  The motion was seconded by North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
6:35:04 PM Work continues to be done concerning the Hungry Mother Convenience 
Station lease. 
6:35:16 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked about financial 
discussion under Old Business.  This item allows the Board to discuss County 
finances at any point during a meeting. 
6:35:47 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call had nothing to report.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor 
M. Todd Dishner thanked the Board for electing him to service at Vice Chairman for 
another year.  He has an item he would like to bring up to the Water and Sewer 
Committee concerning the possibility of the County auto-drafting water and sewer 
payments from bank accounts.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton had 
nothing to report.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins stated he had been 
getting questions about the budget request deadline for the upcoming year.  Mr. 
Carter said a deadline date would be provided at the continued meeting on January 
24th and budget request information will be advertised in the press as well.  North 
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Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins does not think the County should renew 
their membership with the National Association of Counties because there is little to 
no benefit from the $750 annual dues paid by the County.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion not to renew the National Association of 
Counties membership after the December 2012 expiration.  Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson would like to tour the new 911 
facility.  The Board agreed by consensus to meet at the new 911 facility on 
Thursday, January 24th at 5:30 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. joint meeting with the 
Planning Commission.  There will be no public business conducted at the 5:30 p.m. 
meeting. 
6:44:36 PM Mr. Carter noted that, in any effort to continue brining Smyth County to 
the technology front, the camera placement has been changed in the board room, a 
new camera added and the projector repositioned and turned to the back of the 
room.  Audio and video recordings will now be placed on the website for viewing, 
but they will not be streamed live at this time.  Mr. Carter has asked for counters to 
be placed on the audio and video pages to track how many people are accessing the 
links to help support any decisions or improvements in the future. 
6:47:09 PM Chairman Blevins thanked the Board for electing him to serve as 
Chairman for another year. 
6:47:28 PM Mrs. Clayton distributed information to the Board concerning the Public 
Private Partnership Infrastructure. This information will be reviewed at the 
February 12, 2013 meeting.  
6:48:55 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked if the Emory 
and Henry College request from this evening’s meeting would need to go before the 
Budget Committee.  Since it is a commitment with no funds coming out of this year’s 
budget, it would be handled as part of budget request for next fiscal year and would 
not need to go before the Budget Committee. 
6:50:36 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
continue the meeting until Thursday, January 24th at 5:30 p.m. at the 911 center.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
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AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a continued meeting at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, 
January 24, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board Room of the 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
Members Present: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.; Vice-
Chairman, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Chilhowie District Planning 
Commissioner Graham Davidson Sr.; Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson; 
Royal Oak District Planning Commissioner G. Blake Frazier; Park District Planning 
Commissioner Joel Pugh; Chairman, North Fork Dist. Planning Commissioner Chairman 
Norman Sparks; Saltville District Planning Commissioner Wayne Venable; Atkins District 
Planning Commissioner Charles Wassum III; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; 
and North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins (13) 
 
Members Absent: Vice Chair, Rye Valley Dist. Planning Commissioner L.V. “Pokey” Harris 
(1) 
 
Staff: Assistant County Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance Charlie Atkins; 
Economic Development Director Sally Morgan; Zoning Administrator Clegg Williams; 911 
Coordinator Shannon Williams; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy Sheriff Mike 
Hounshell; Administrative Assistant Becca Kirk; Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (9) 
 
Others Present:  Approximately 6 citizens and Stephanie Porter-Nichols with the Smyth 
County News 
 
Public Hearing:  At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Wade Blevins, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, and 
Mr. Norman Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission, called the joint public hearing 
to order.  Mr. Scott Simpson read the advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News 
and Messenger as well as the rules of procedure during public hearings.   
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning Commission will 
conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, January 24, 2013, at 7:00 P.M. or as soon after 7:00 
P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, 
Marion, Virginia, to consider the following application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth 
County, Virginia: 
 
An application from Wendolyn Snider for a Special Use Permit to establish a Childcare Center 
at her residence, 197 Farmview Road in Marion. It is identified as Tax Map No. 45-A-35A and is 
zoned Agricultural/Rural. 
 
At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors and 
Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her 
views thereon. 
 
Copies of the application(s) along with their maps/drawings are on file in the Office of the 
County Administrator of Smyth County and the County Zoning Administrator at the address 
given above.  Copies may be viewed during regular business hours Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to 
attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth County Building and Zoning 
Department at (276) 783-3298 ext. 227 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 
 
   Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
   Norman K. Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 
Wendolyn Snider — Application for Special Use Permit:  Mr. Clegg Williams explained 
Wendolyn Snider’s intention to seek a special use permit to establish a Childcare Facility at 
her residence located at 197 Farmview Road in Marion.  The property is further identified 
as Tax Map No. 45-A-35D.  Mr. Williams explained that Ms. Snider has operated a childcare 
facility for several years but until recent procedural changes with the Department of Social 
Services she was unaware a Special Use Permit was required. With her application, she 
submitted the required owner’s affidavit and paid the required fee.  Notice of tonight’s 
public hearing was advertised in the Smyth County News & Messenger on January 12 and 
19.  Additionally, first class mailing was made to each of the applicant’s adjoining property 
owners. He stated he received correspondence from VDOT which requires Ms. Snider to 
obtain a low volume commercial entrance which she has been made aware of and he 
answered questions from one neighbor.  
 
Wendolyn Snider was present and informed the Board she has operated her childcare 
facility in her home for the past 10 years. She has up to 10 children during the day and up 
to 12 during the summer months from newborn up to any age and has been licensed with 
Department of Social Services since 2007. Her hours of operation are from around 5:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and she has one assistant who works every day. 
 
George Vipperman and Adrian Vipperman, neighbors of Ms. Snider, were presented and 
voiced their concerns about how this would affect their farmland, farming operations, and 
VDOT concerns. Mr. Clegg Williams explained that Ms. Snider’s application does not change 
any surrounding land uses nor will it affect any surrounding properties. It is only for her 
property to be used as a Childcare Facility in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Wade Blevins and Chairman Sparks closed the joint public hearing at 7:17 p.m.  
Chairman Sparks recessed the Planning Commission. 
 
7:25:33 PM The Board of Supervisors reconvened and Chairman Blevins called the meeting 
to order. 
7:25:40 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
7:25:51 PM With no citizens wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
7:26:20 PM Mr. Simpson reported that five members of the Board of Supervisors met for a 
tour of the new Sheriff’s Office/911 Center at 5:30 p.m. prior to tonight’s meeting.  Those 
attending the tour were Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, Rye Valley 
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District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
7:26:40 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion that no business 
was conducted during the 5:30 p.m. meeting at the Sheriff’s Office/911 Center.  It was only 
a tour of the new facility.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the 
motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:27:15 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for comments on the budget amendments 
presented at the public hearing on January 8, 2013.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call made a motion to approve all budget amendments as presented at the public hearing 
on January 8, 2013.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the 
motion.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made the following statement:  I, 
Rick Blevins, declare that I and an immediate family member are employed by and receive an 
annual salary from the Smyth County School Board.  However, despite my disclosure of this 
fact, and while I may have a personal interest in this matter, I believe my judgment is not 
impaired and I can render a fair and impartial decision and vote on this matter.  North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins questioned if the School Board amendments being voted 
on were all state and federal funds.  Dr. Mike Robinson, who was present at the meeting, 
confirmed that was correct. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:29:08 PM Mr. Simpson presented information on the appropriation to Adwolfe Fire 
Department.  This is for a support check already included in the budget that’s distributed 
annually to all local fire departments.  Mr. Shannon Williams noted that he failed to get the 
information to Mr. Atkins in an appropriate timeframe and he’s requesting the 
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appropriation be done at tonight’s meeting so the Adwolfe Fire Department can receive 
their check.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve 
the $23,000.00 appropriation to Adwolfe Fire Department for their annual support check.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:30:36 PM Mr. Simpson reported on the 2013 Fire Program Funds disbursement.  This is 
done every year with funds from the Commonwealth Department of Fire Program for 
support of fire programs.  The County will receive $59,832, Town of Chilhowie will receive 
$8,000, Town of Saltville will receive $8,000 and Town of Marion will receive $15,954.  The 
amounts received are based on population.  Mr. Simpson is asking the Board’s approval for 
the County to sign and enter into this agreement with the Commonwealth to obtain these 
funds.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to approve the County 
Administrator to sign and enter into the FY13 Fire Program Fund Disbursement Agreement 
with the Commonwealth.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the 
motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:33:06 PM Mr. Simpson presented an invoice from Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal Co., LLC for 
parcels worked as part of the reassessment process.  1,494 of 21,484 parcels have been 
completed so far.  The company is procured under annual contract with Mount Rogers 
Planning District Commission for the planning district assessments at a rate of $11.50 per 
parcel.  This expenditure was approved as part of the budget amendments adopted earlier 
in the meeting.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve 
payment to Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal Co., LLC in the amount of $15,462.90 for parcels 
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completed as part of the tax reassessment.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:34:43 PM Mr. Simpson presented an invoice from the Virginia Resources Authority for 
two water supply revolving fund account loan payments due out of sequence this month.  
This is for the Groseclose and North Holston projects.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
D. Call made a motion to approve the loan payments to Virginia Resources Authority in the 
amount of $20,146.97 for water supply revolving fund account loan payments for the 
Groseclose and North Holston projects.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:35:54 PM Mr. Jesse Choate, treasurer of the Sugar Grove Fire Department, presented a 
resolution to the Board seeking support for a government loan to purchase a 2008 Ford 
F450 4x4 truck for use as a brush truck.  By making the purchase with a government loan, 
the fire department will secure a lower interest rate than with a regular loan.  
Advertisements were placed in the local paper and a public hearing was conducted on 
January 23, 2013 with no comment received.  The Fire Department Board of Directors met 
and are in favor of the financing.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a 
motion to approve the resolution in support of the Sugar Grove Fire Department’s purchase 
of a brush truck with a government loan.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:38:31 PM Mr. Simpson presented a resolution for the declaration of a local emergency on 
January 17, 2013.  Mr. Carter and Chairman Blevins met by phone last Thursday and agreed 
to make the declaration based on the severe winter weather related events within the 
County.   The declaration allows for reimbursement of any expenditures up to $5,000.00 
the County may have incurred during the emergency.  There was no state emergency 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;24-Jan-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:38:31&quot;?Data=&quot;ee00a6d0&quot;


Board of Supervisors Cont’d Meeting 
Thursday, January 24, 2013 

 

7 
 

declared.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to adopt the resolution 
for the declaration of a local emergency on January 17, 2013.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion.   
 

RESOLUTION FOR THE DECLARATION OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY 
 
AT A SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF SMYTH COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
HELD AT THE SMYTH COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, 121 BAGLEY CIRCLE ON JANUARY 24, 2013. 
RESOULTION__2013 – 1_ DECLARING A LOCAL EMERGENCY TO EXIST IN SMYTH COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA ON JANUARY 17, 2013. 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, Virginia, does hereby find as follows: 

1. That due to the occurrence of _severe winter weather related events on January 17, 
2013, Smyth County is facing a condition of extreme peril to the lives, safety and 
property of the residents of Smyth County; 

 
2. That as a result of this extreme peril, the proclamation of the existence of an emergency 

is necessary to permit the full powers of government to deal effectively with this 
condition of peril. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAIMED by the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, 
Virginia, that a local emergency now exists throughout Smyth County; and 
 
IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of this emergency the 
powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency Management and the Emergency 
Services organization and functions of Smyth County shall be those prescribed by the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and the ordinances, resolutions, and approved plans of Smyth County in 
order to mitigate the effects of said emergency. 
 
In order to carry out the effect of this resolution, a sum of money, not to exceed $5,000.00, is hereby 
appropriated from the County’s unappropriated fund balance (from the Board’s Special Account 
fund) to cover the reasonable operational costs of emergency services pending further report to 
this Board and such additional appropriations as shall be deemed necessary to cover the expected 
scope of this emergency. 
 
Dated: January 24, 2013   Board of Supervisors, Smyth County, VA 
     Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.  
     Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner 
     Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins 
     North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
     Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton 
     Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
     Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
     
Attest: _______________________   
            Clerk, Board of Supervisors 
            Smyth County 
            Commonwealth of Virginia      
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
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AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:40:39 PM Mr. Simpson noted that the Senior Citizen’s Center was opened as a shelter and 
there were seven people who utilized it.  The emergency declaration continued until 
Tuesday when all power was restored in the area. 
7:41:11 PM Mr. Simpson reported that every pump station and water treatment plant in 
the County lost power during this weather event and water department employees Mike 
Neal, Curtis Burgess and Ben Langston worked extra hours through the holiday weekend to 
make sure customers didn’t lose water. 
7:43:03 PM Mr. Simpson reported that the Courthouse jail demolition contract with South 
End construction is ready to be executed.  The contract has been reviewed by Mrs. Clayton. 
7:43:57 PM Mr. Simpson reported that the ADA contract with Glade Construction for this 
building and the library is ready for signatures and work can begin as early as next month.  
The contract has been reviewed by Mrs. Clayton. 
7:44:39 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to approve the jail 
demolition contract with South End Construction for signature.  The motion was seconded 
by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins.   
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS: North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins and 
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:45:30 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to approve the ADA 
improvements contract with Glade Construction for signature.  Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:46:04 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, Chair of the Emergency 
Communications Committee, reported the committee met and discussed the purchase of 
new 911 recording equipment.  The ten year old equipment recently quit working and bids 
were submitted for replacement of the equipment.  The Emergency Communications 
Committee recommends awarding the bid to Sound Communications in the amount of 
$15,516.85 for the purchase of new 911 recording equipment to be paid out of wireless 
fund 38.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:47:31 PM Mr. Simpson reported that Mr. Carter is currently in Richmond meeting with 
our representatives.  House Bill 1667 was entered on behalf of the County by Delegate 
Crockett-Stark to allow mixed beverages in specific areas along Exits 39, 44 and 47.  The 
bill was referred to the General Laws Committee ABC/Gaming Sub-committee which was 
scheduled to meet today.  There was not a quorum present for the sub-committee meeting 
today, but Mr. Carter and Delegate Crockett-Stark spoke with the three members who were 
present and gave an indication of the County’s needs, concerns and desires.  Since there 
was no quorum, the bill will move back to General Committee on Tuesday for vote.  If it 
goes back to the full House floor and has two readings and then it is bound and has a third 
reading and a vote.  If the bill prevails there, then it would cross over to the Senate for vote.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated the County is making an attempt to 
improve economic development but it takes a lot of small pieces fitting together to turn 
things around.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated he very much 
supports the Bill and thanked Chairman Blevins for the article he wrote in the Smyth 
County News.  Being puzzled by what spurred the Town of Marion’s reaction to the bill and 
concerned that opposition could cause the bill not to pass, Mr. Dishner would like the 
County to schedule a joint meeting between the Town Council and the Board of Supervisors 
to see where the opposition lies.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins and Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson all spoke in favor of a joint meeting with the 
Town Council.   
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a formal motion to request a 
joint meeting between the Board of Supervisors and the Marion Town Council to discuss 
the Town’s opposition to the County’s proposal to allow mixed beverages in specific areas 
of the County.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:57:51 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to reappoint 
Phyllis Griffith to the Area Beautification Committee with the Smyth County Chamber of 
Commerce.  Ms. Griffith has agreed to serve another one-year term on this Committee.  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:58:36 PM Closed Session – It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to enter into closed 
session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business Prospects – 
discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 
business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or 
industry’s interest in location or expanding its facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – 
consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to 
actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would 
adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:16:51 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to go out of closed 
session.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:17:07 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to return to open session and adopt the 
following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed session as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed 
session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification 
by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was 
conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which 
this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were 
heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

  
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
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AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:18:28 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins commended the Adwolfe, 
Chilhowie and Marion fire departments for their response to his recent house fire.  They 
did everything that could have been done in the situation. 
8:19:17 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton expressed concern over Emory 
and Henry’s request for $100,000 over the next three years from the County to support the 
new Health Sciences program.  The Board will be voting on this request at their February 
12th meeting and, while he supports the college’s expansion program, he has concerns 
about how money from the purchase of Smyth County Community Hospital by Mountain 
States is being handled by the Smyth County Community Foundation and why money from 
the Foundation is not being used to support the college’s funding request.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins suggested inviting representatives from Mountain States 
and the Foundation to the February 12th Board meeting to answer questions.  North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins agrees it would be a good idea and noted that the County 
needs to start investing more wisely and balance what the County will get out versus 
what’s being put in.  
8:28:31 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a special called joint meeting with the Marion 
Town Council at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, February 7, 2013.  The location of the meeting was 
in the First Floor Board Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, 
Marion, Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr.; 

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K Blevins; North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D Call; 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Economic Development 
Director Sally Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; 
Sheriff R. David Bradley, Deputy Sheriff Mike Hounshell; 
Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (7) 

TOWN OF MARION: Council Members: Jim Barker, Larry Carter, Suzy Jennings, 
Jim Owens, Tricia Spencer, Bill Weaver, Vice-Mayor James 
Gates; Mayor David Helms; Town Manager John Clark; 
Community and Economic Development Director Ken Heath; 
Assistant Town Manager/Town Engineer Cecil Hicks 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News; 
approximately 15 citizens 

 
5:29:36 PM Chairman Blevins called the Board of Supervisors meeting order.  He welcomed 
everyone in attendance.  
5:29:45 PM The Marion Town Council reconvened their continued meeting. 
5:29:54 PM Chairman Blevins opened the floor for discussion concerning the Town’s 
opposition to House Bill 1667. 
5:30:04 PM Mayor Helms expressed appreciation for the opportunity to speak.  He stated 
that communication seems to be a problem between the Town and County.  He felt like 
there was an arrangement in place for the two parties to work together on development at 
exit 47 and then he read the Smyth County News and everything fell apart.  He is aware 
there are different Councils and Boards in place now, but he is amazed at all that has taken 
place recently and the Town has not been shown the courtesy of even a phone call.  He 
stated the same thing happened with this joint meeting because he was not aware of it until 
he read about it in the paper.  The Town is not being shown the respect that it should be.  
We are not living in New York City; the Mayor, the Town Manager and the County 
Administrator are in their offices every day. We need and want to work together, as was 
proven with the CDA started back in 2008, but that got pushed off to the side.  The Mayor 
read a story emphasizing the importance teamwork and stated that he feels the Town has 
been eliminated as part of the team. 
5:33:24 PM Jim Gates stated he has given a lot of thought to the situation.  He sees the 
County’s position.  Some of the Board members are new and faced with financing a school 
and a courthouse.  Those who live in the Town are also citizens of the County and 
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development is a concern for all citizens.  Citizens are concerned that Smyth County does 
not have interstate development like other counties.  If a chain restaurant could make 
money at an interstate exit they would be in talks to develop the property.  From his 
standpoint, he does not know if there is a restaurant already in mind and that’s why the 
House bill was proposed on behalf of the County.  The CDA board discussed a project at exit 
47 that would have been between an $8-$10 million dollar infrastructure, including all 
necessary road improvements leading to the border of the property.  Both Wal-Mart and 
Lowes were committed at that time to the project along with two or three retail shops and 
one restaurant in the beginning.  The restaurant could expect to do $2 million dollars per 
year in business.  The tax base would create $540,000 dollars a year in revenue for the 
County and $480,000 dollars a year for the Town.  At that time of proposed development, 
the loan amount was $11 million dollars.  The project wasn’t a big revenue money-maker to 
begin with but future growth was possible.  Based on comparable numbers from sales in 
Wythe County, there wouldn’t have been that much revenue leftover to split.  There is $40-
50 million dollars a year in purchases leaving Smyth County.  Everything fell through when 
the economy tanked.  Everyone needs to realize that a building in Town pays the same 
County machinery and tools, personal property and real estate taxes as a building located 
in the County.  The County doesn’t lose anything by something being located in the Town.  
Liquor by the drink is a wonderful source of revenue and it lets you offer that as a service 
to citizens.  It is an attraction for a restaurant and a necessity unless you have a meals tax.  
A $1.5 million dollar building would generate $10,000 dollars a year in revenue, but by 
doing an infrastructure upgrade to attract that business (road work, etc.) it wouldn’t be a 
money maker.  He wonders what’s going on and if someone has signed up to locate at one 
of the exits.  The town has an instant meals tax and on $2 million dollars in yearly sales that 
would equal $140,000 dollars.  The County may get a meals tax through referendum, but 
they don’t have to split a meals tax with somebody.  Everything can be worked out, but it 
gets to be sticky if an arrangement is not worked out and then somebody comes back later 
wanting to work together it leaves a sour taste.  The meals tax was defeated years ago and 
caused a lot of criticism.  The County has no responsibility to tell him what’s going on, but 
he would like to know as a Council member and as a citizen.  Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe D. Call questioned that because the Town did not know what was going on they 
automatically took the opposite side?  He also questioned why the Town is saying the 
Board is going against the will of the people to get mixed drinks in the County?  Mayor 
Helms and Councilmen Carter and Gates stated it was through referendum and vote that 
mixed drinks were approved within the Town limits.  Supervisor Call stated this proposal is 
not meant to knock anybody out of anything; we should all try and get business in here no 
matter what.  The County and Town should be working together to get development here 
now.  If we can create one job it will be worth it.  Supervisor Call has spoken with people 
throughout the Towns of Marion, Chilhowie and Saltville in addition to people in the 
County and has found no opposition against the mixed beverage proposal and then he gets 
a letter from the Town saying they are against it.  “That is a case of do as I say and not as I 
do.”  
5:48:02 PM Suzy Jennings thanked the Board for having the Town here and feels it’s a good 
forum to talk.  She has sat on both the Board and the Council and believes that what’s good 
for one is good for the other.  The thing that bothers her is the perception by the citizens of 
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the Town that the Board and Council can’t work together.  Communication is the way to do 
it and tonight is a good start for each side to know how the other feels.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to help this County and we need to work together to figure that out. 
5:49:17 PM Supervisor Call stated that he sits on the Mount Rogers Planning District 
Commission Board and has talked with representatives from the City of Bristol about the 
growth at Exit 7.  The response he got from them was getting one thing started, no matter 
how big or small, opens the flood doors for others to come.  “We have got to get something 
going now.”  Saltville is going away so fast it’s pitiful.  Development along exits 47 or 39 
could help save Saltville, too.  He is tired of kids leaving here and going other places to work 
and come back to nothing.  The letter he received from the Town has a lot of good points 
and a lot to talk about, but we need to concentrate on what’s at hand and hash out the other 
later.  Everyone wants the same thing, but they are pulling at different strings. 
5:52:01 PM Mayor Helms expressed concern for the Town if there are plans by the County 
to pull a big box store into exit 47.  If that were Wal-Mart, it would leave a tremendous hole 
in the budget for the Town because of lost taxes.  The Mayor was surprised when the 
County pulled away to do it on their own when it had been a joint effort in the past. 
5:53:37 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated the Board of Supervisors is 
determined to provide economic development and the County and Towns have to work 
together.  This is not trying to pull away but looking for development opportunities within 
the County.  Why concentrate on one development area when you can develop more for the 
citizens?  The County is not looking to take anything away from Marion, but looking to 
work jointly with Marion and other Towns to do things.  We need to bring jobs (retail, 
factory, etc.) in because that’s the biggest concern.  We want to keep people here and it’s up 
to all of us to make sure our kids have job opportunities by putting our heads together. 
5:55:50 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson thinks the Board has been 
trying to think outside the box to benefit the community.  They are trying to bring 
industries in to look at empty buildings, but when the prospects look around they see 
there’s nothing to market.  There are small businesses and downtown quaint shops we love 
to frequent and when downtown grows that shows you have a positive community, but 
what else do we have?  The County became aware this mixed beverage bill could be 
introduced allowing for growth along the interstates.  This is the fastest area for growth 
and, for those who lost their jobs, they don’t want to wait.  Exit 47 has been on the table 
since 2008 which is four years of waiting for somebody who has lost a job.  She didn’t see 
introduction of this proposed legislation as stepping over any boundaries.  As a Board you 
think of a team as everyone, Towns and outlying Counties included. Development of areas 
off interstate would enhance business downtown and not deter from it.  Tourism in the 
County has increased over the years.  The whole picture of downtown shops and interstate 
development would mesh together and she thinks it’s the best way to grow as a 
community.  If the County doesn’t grow, Towns don’t grow. 
5:59:08 PM Councilman Bill Weaver wants to support the idea, but the Town didn’t know 
what was going on.  You don’t pollute waters when putting in industries and, since the 
Town doesn’t know what project County may be working on, what is the spillage going to 
be?  Will this cause us to lose Wal-Mart or future business with things moving out of the 
Town?  How will this affect Marion if we do this?  You have to look at the big picture and it 
looked to us like it would hurt the Town’s development and our future by what the County 
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is proposing to do along the interstate.  During a closed meeting somebody should have 
communicated to the Town what was going on before it happened to determine the 
implications for Marion.  What is the impact going to be on Marion’s development and 
future?  He is concerned with Smyth County, too, but part of the reaction is not knowing 
what this is going to cause.  The Town should have been part of trying to work on interstate 
development as well.  We want people to stay in the area and want more job opportunities.  
Why have things got us to where we are today?  The Town worked with the County on the 
courthouse and the parking garage and has tried to work together on previous projects.  It 
does take all working together to get things accomplished. 
6:02:43 PM Councilwoman Jennings asked if there could be a committee formed between 
the Board and Council to meet and figure out how to work together so information is 
shared and then taken back to the respective groups.  Mrs. Clayton said procedurally that is 
possible.  Supervisor Davidson said there had been talk about doing it before, but there was 
question whether it could be done from a legal standpoint.  There has also been discussion 
about holding an economic forum to discuss business growth in Smyth County.   
6:04:41 PM Mayor Helms questioned why Atkins exit 50 was not included since there are 
thriving businesses already there.  Mrs. Clayton answered one reason this came as a 
surprise was because the County was able to find a sponsor in Delegate Crockett-Stark and 
there was a deadline for the bill to be submitted.  It was very quick but calls were placed to 
the Town.  There was no intention to make anyone feel left out, but an urgency to spur 
economic development.  The bill could have been amended to change the boundary lines, 
but once there was opposition the County could not push any amendments.  These types of 
bills are typically for one exit.  The CDA is in place by a resolution passed by both bodies 
which allows us to move forward and that’s why 50 and 54 weren’t included.  Montgomery 
and Wythe Counties along with the Towns of Damascus and Glade Spring have submitted 
similar legislation and if our bill doesn’t go through because of opposition then we’re that 
much further behind. 
6:07:56 PM Mayor Helms noted he has spoken with representatives from Wythe County 
and they did meet with the Wytheville Town Council before they pursued the legislation.  If 
the Town of Marion was contacted by the County, he would like to know who the contact 
was made with. 
6:08:20 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the bill does get passed how easy would it be to 
add another exit?  Mrs. Clayton answered it could be added next year because it’s too late 
for an amendment. 
6:09:01 PM Mark Prater, citizen, spoke up and questioned why exit 50 was not included.  
Mrs. Clayton said it was not typical to include every exit and the County was trying to be 
cautious.  Mr. Prater stated that was discrimination against exits 50 and 54.  He noted there 
is an airport and a winery at exit 54.  Mrs. Clayton answered that it was not discrimination; 
the County was looking at higher acreage areas.  She said if 10% of registered voters in 
each district sign a petition and file it with the Circuit Court it could go on the ballot and, if 
passed, would allow for mixed beverages in the entire district.   
6:13:35 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated this is the first 
effort to get something done and it got met with opposition and that’s why he asked to 
meet together.  He sees it as a whole with Counties and Towns together.  When developing 
exit 47, the County was unable to supply liquor by the drink so there couldn’t have been a 
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restaurant or hotel on the site.  The Town of Marion said we’ve got that and can annex and 
split revenues.  Then, the economy died but the CDA is still alive.  He hears everybody 
saying we want to work together but this opposition could cause the bill to die.  If it was 
put on referendum now it would probably pass.  He doesn’t mean to be disrespectful, but as 
long as there was involvement with the Town it was fine but when the County tried to put 
legs under it that’s where the opposition came in.  Vice-Chair Dishner questioned whether 
there was unanimous opposition to the bill among the Town Council.  This will help 
develop Marion and it’s a win-win for everybody.  Our intention was not to pull from the 
Town and, no, there is nobody in particular in mind right now for development at the exit.  
The County would feel bad if the Town lost Wal-Mart, but it would be worse if the potential 
was lost from a development at the exit.  Vice-Chair Dishner reiterated that he was 
surprised to see opposition from the Town. 
6:17:03 PM Mayor Helms asked if it does go through will the County and Town still work 
together for exit 47.  If Marion is left out of exit 47 development it’s going to kill the Town.  
Vice-Chair Dishner stated he understands budget responsibilities and the County has some 
enormous things going on right now, but the County is not trying to pull meals tax from the 
Town of Marion. 
6:18:23 PM Vice-Mayor Gates again stated the County still gets revenue from business 
located in the Town.  The only difference is the meals tax.  Vice-Chair Dishner stated this is 
the very first step, a starting point, and the County got hit with opposition.  The Town of 
Marion is doing really well with people opening up downtown businesses.  It’s not a battle; 
the County is stepping out and trying to get a start on economic growth.  Vice-Mayor Gates 
stated he was floored by the County going out on their own with this legislation.  Why not 
do this together and get the same revenue and share it?  Why does the County not want to 
share it? 
6:20:58 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins said all he hears is “Marion, 
Marion, Marion”.  He understands the concerns, but the County has to take into account 
every community in Smyth County.  The County is trying to get all their ducks in a row and 
get the County and Towns built up.  Amendments can be made and other exits included 
going forward, but you have to start one at a time. 
6:23:50 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated he would happy to be on a 
committee to work with the Town if the County so chooses.  Every time we do something 
we have to look at the whole area and not just one area.  This Board can’t do it all and the 
Town can’t do it all; it takes everybody. 
6:24:55 PM Councilman Weaver appreciates being more enlightened and stated he  learns 
more about the political process each time he travels to Richmond.  He can see what the 
County was trying to do and the things that could impede the process, but he wishes the 
Town would have known ahead of time. 
6:25:38 PM Chairman Blevins opened discussion about the boundary line adjustment 
request.  Mayor Helms stated the group met back in October and wonders where it stands 
now. 
6:26:05 PM Supervisor Call stated he was in the meeting and there was an issue about 
swapping a spring in Atkins for the boundary line adjustment that came out of that meeting 
and then it died away.  Town Manager John Clark stated a counter letter was sent to the 
County. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:17:03&quot;?Data=&quot;03aad9ae&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:18:23&quot;?Data=&quot;bf692328&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:20:58&quot;?Data=&quot;11240695&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:23:50&quot;?Data=&quot;3fa79579&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:24:55&quot;?Data=&quot;eaa57e32&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:25:38&quot;?Data=&quot;21542ecc&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;07-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:26:05&quot;?Data=&quot;be9d3fbc&quot;


Board of Supervisors/Marion Town Council Joint Meeting Minutes 
February 7, 2013 

 

6 
 

6:26:40 PM County Administrator Carter said a contract or memorandum of understanding 
was received that identified a cost for use of the spring.  There appears to be a 
misunderstanding of what took place and what came out of the committee.  Mrs. Clayton 
reviewed the contract and, at this point, the Board has chosen not to pursue that contract 
as written.  Councilman Weaver asked if it could be amended to get an agreement between 
the two parties.  Supervisor Call stated it was agreed to swap one for the other, the spring 
and a right of way acre for the boundary adjustment.  There was nothing about a purchase 
or cost for use of the spring.  Everyone seemed to be happy because it’s useless to the Town 
or County.  It’s not drinkable and was going to be used for industry only.  It was a token of 
good faith by not giving something away for free.  Now, everything changed and we don’t 
know why.  County Administrator Carter has a memorandum of understanding. in writing 
between the two localities identifying the source and the percentage of use for the cost and 
the cost per usage.  He doesn’t know if this document was devised by the Council, but he 
can provide them with a copy. 
6:29:54 PM Scott Simpson stated he sat in the meeting between the Board and Council 
members and talked about the spring on Rocky Hollow that the Town owns and does not 
use now.  The committee thought the comments were if the County can use it for industry 
then we’ll give you the water and you can send it to an industry.  Then the County get a 
m.o.u. from the Town that’s got a seven year term and x number of dollars for the capacity 
of the spring.  That is completely different conditions than what was discussed after Dr. 
Gates said we’ll give you the thing as long as it’s not for residential use.  The County thought 
we would get to use the water from the spring at no cost and partner with the Town to sell 
the raw water to the industry with a revenue stream.  It was a huge dollar figure to sell the 
County water out of the spring so the committee and others decided to leave it alone. 
6:31:48 PM Supervisor Davidson asked about the figure for the loss of income tax revenue 
to the County since the Town owns the County Club.  It was reported that amount is around 
$26,000 dollars per year. 
6:32:16 PM Mayor Helms noted the m.o.u. concerning the use of the spring went before the 
Town Council and it was sent to the County expecting a counter. 
6:32:36 PM Supervisor Call stated the committee was under the impression it was just an 
even swap with no cost involved. 
6:33:48 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the boundary line issue could be re-explored. 
6:34:03 PM Supervisor Ron C. Blevins thought there was an agreement in place when the 
committee came out, but the committee is willing to sit down and discuss it again. 
6:34:28 PM Vice-Chair Dishner noted it is not up to the County to do the boundary line 
adjustment and the Town can petition the courts to have the annexation done.  Vice-Mayor 
Gates stated that process would be very costly to the Town.  Supervisor Ron C. Blevins said 
it would be cheaper to trade the spring than to go through all that. 
6:34:59 PM Councilman Larry Carter thinks there is a need to act with utmost haste on this 
issue.  Let’s get together and iron things out. 
6:35:20 PM Mayor Helms stated he did not want Town Manager John Clark taking the 
blame because he signed the letter concerning the spring; the Town Council approved it. 
6:35:42 PM Councilman Larry Carter doesn’t want to give the message of not working in 
harmony and unity. 
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6:35:59 PM Supervisor Davidson asked if the same boundary group could meet soon and 
get on the Board agenda.  Due to time constraints, it can’t be on the February agenda, but 
the group can meet prior to the March Board of Supervisors meeting.  Mayor Helms would 
like to get the issue resolved before Town Manager John Clark’s retirement in April.  A 
meeting date will be scheduled for the boundary adjustment group. 
6:37:01 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to adjourn the Board 
of Supervisors portion of the meeting.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
6:37:14 PM The Marion Town Council adjourned their meeting. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor 
Board Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, 
Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C 
Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D Call; Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H Davidson (arrived at 5:00 
p.m.) (6) 

ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K Blevins (left 
meeting at 4:22 p.m.) (1) 

STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 
Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

 
4:08:00 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:08:02 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins, seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to enter into 
closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business 
Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has 
been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or expanding its 
facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – consultation with legal counsel and 
briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 
where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
4:22:19 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to go out of 
closed session.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
5:00:00 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
5:00:09 PM Sandy Elswick, Registrar, gave the invocation. 
5:00:44 PM Sally Morgan, Economic Development Director, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
5:01:04 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to adopt the 
agenda and additional agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins.  
5:01:25 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve 
the minutes of the January 8 and January 24, 2013 meetings.  Vice Chair, Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:01:54 PM  It was moved by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to return to open session 
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and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:02:17 PM Finance Status – Mr. Charlie Atkins informed the Board, per the report 
from the Treasurer’s Office, there were sufficient funds in the bank for the requested 
appropriations. 
5:02:53 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $5,675,000.00 for the 
General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:     
 General County $1,640,000.00  
  
 Social Services   
  (Feb. 13 – 28, 2013) $275,000.00  
  (Mar. 1 – 12, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
 Schools – Operating Fund $3,700,000.00 
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  Total General Fund $5,675,000.00 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:03:39 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $40,000.00 for the School 
Debt and Capital Outlay appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:03:46 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $1,000,000.00 for the 
School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:02 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $436.52 for the Animal 
Damage Fund. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:19 PM It was moved by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $104,004.70 for 
the IDA Fund 4. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:04:41 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $53,352.56 for the 
Courthouse Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:06 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $28,998.71 for the 
Pioneer/Fox Valley Water Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:25 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $13,365.38 for the Lick 
Skillet Housing Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:05:43 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $16,001.29 for 
the Cedars/Hall Addition Project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:06:01 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $998,444.10 for 
the Accounts Payable listing. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:06:43 PM Sally Morgan presented information on an application completed by the 
Town of Marion to apply for designation as an “Appalachian Trail Community”.  Ken 
Heath, Economic Development Director for the Town of Marion, asked Mrs. Morgan 
if the County would be interested in completing the application jointly.  The 
application deadline is March 1, 2013 and a resolution of support for consideration 
by the Board is included in the information packet.  The Marion Town Council will 
consider the resolution of support at their meeting next week.  There are some 
criteria that have to be met in order receive designation, but there is no monetary 
commitment associated with being a Trail Community.  The Town of Marion is 
planning to tie their annual Memorial Day event in with tourism promotion of the 
Trail.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve 
the resolution and apply jointly with the Town of Marion for designation as an 
“Appalachian Trail Community”.  The motion was seconded by Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
Application for Designation as an Appalachian Trail Community 

SMYTH COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy is to “preserve and manage the 
Appalachian Trail, ensuring that its vast natural beauty and priceless cultural heritage can be 
shared and enjoyed today, tomorrow, and for centuries to come”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy annually accepts applications from 
communities along the Trail for consideration for inclusion in their “Appalachian Trail 
Community Program”; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Smyth County contains 78 miles of the Appalachian Trail and includes the Town 
of Marion which is just six miles from the Partnership Shelter at the US Forest Service Welcome 
Center near Sugar Grove; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Marion has formed an Advisory Committee of stakeholders interested 
in working to grow our stewardship and our economic base with the AT and has included 
representatives of Smyth County government on the committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, Smyth County, VA recognizes the value of asset-based economic development, and 
desires to join the other designated communities along the 2,180 miles of the Appalachian Trail.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, this 12th day of February, 2013, the Board of 
Supervisors of Smyth County in regular session approved joining with the Two of Marion to 
submit the application for the Smyth County and Marion to be considered as an Appalachian 
Trail Community.   
 
SIGNED:     ATTEST: 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
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Wade Blevins, Chairman   Michael Carter, Clerk 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:11:04 PM Chairman Blevins reported that Animal Control Committee met earlier 
this evening to consider animal damage claims for animals slaughtered by dogs.   
5:11:34 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $1,000.00 to Richard Hamm for 6 sheep.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved. 
5:12:07 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Richard Hamm for 2 sheep.  The committee recommendation 
was unanimously approved. 
5:12:23 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Tim Sheets for 1 Holstein heifer.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved. 
5:12:42 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $98.70 to Lee Buchanan for 1 ewe.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:12:57 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $400.00 to Robert Roop for 1 calf.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:13:11 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $600.00 to David Salks for 4 sheep.  The committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved. 
5:13:27 PM The committee recommends to approve and appropriate payment in the 
amount of $1,100.00 to Wade Kestner for 15 sheep.  The committee 
recommendation was unanimously approved.   
5:13:45 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked how it was 
determined these animals were killed by dogs.  Chairman Blevins explained that 
Animal Control investigates and uses certain criteria to make the determination.  
Supervisor Davidson also questioned whether these kills took place in areas close 
together and was informed they did not.  
5:14:40 PM It was noted the animal damage claims total $3,998.70.  Vice Chair, Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner reported the reimbursement amounts are 
based on market value determined by the Extension Office.  Mr. Carter noted the 
animal control fund has a current balance of $63,241 so the claims are well under 
that amount.  Supervisor Dishner noted that two claims dated back to April 2011 
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and, per Chairman Blevins, speed was addressed during the committee meeting and 
these items are not to be carried over in the future. 
5:15:48 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:16:21 PM Kristen Untiedt-Barnett, Executive Director of the Smyth County 
Chamber of Commerce, recognized the participants of the L.E.A.D. (Leadership 
Enrichment and Development) program in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  It has 
been 15 years since the Chamber had a leadership program and one of the 
Chamber’s goals in 2012 was to bring the program back.  It is an 8 month program 
with 10 participants who have been involved since September and will graduate in 
April.  The Chamber is excited to have the program up and running and has seen a 
lot of success from the participants.  They are looking to offer the program again 
during 2013-2014.  Ms. Untiedt-Barnett noted the Opportunity Fair previously 
scheduled for February 1 that was cancelled due to weather has been rescheduled 
for February 15 from Noon until 5:00 p.m.  The event is open to the public and will 
include over 40 exhibitors. 
5:19:42 PM Earl McClure, Chilhowie, spoke concerning the joint meeting between 
the Board of Supervisor and the Marion Town Council last week.  He noted there 
was mention of the need to establish a committee to look over issues such as the 
liquor by the drink legislation, but Mr. McClure said there was already have a 
committee in place called the Planning Commission.  Mr. McClure stated he was 
kicked off Planning Commission ten years ago because he tried to get all Planning 
Commissions to meet and create a comprehensive plan together.  The County has 
had no approved comprehensive plan since 2005 and a lot of things can’t be done 
because there isn’t one in place.  The Planning Commission has 60 days to correct 
and resubmit the plan to the Board.  Without a comprehensive plan things such as a 
power generation facility or a school can’t even be authorized.  The Planning 
Commission needs to sit down with others and come up with a comprehensive plan 
representing the vision of Smyth County.  Mr. McClure stated that Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Simpson’s hands are tied because the Commission members were appointed by the 
Board and it would be to the advantage of the County to give Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Simpson veto power.  The comprehensive plan is important and shouldn’t be taken 
lightly.  He cited Virginia Code sections 15.2-2227 and 15.2-2232 as the laws that 
govern this activity. 
5:24:42 PM Charles Wassum, Marion, stated as of October 31, 2010, the Treasurer of 
Smyth County showed $68.6 million dollars worth of debt for the County.  Auditors 
Brown Edwards indicated that interest this year alone on that amount is $2 million 
dollars.  Once the $68.6 million dollar debt is paid off, that amounts to $22 million 
dollars, or more, just in interest.  That money could have been used for new 
business, expanding, infrastructure, etc. but this money is being taken from property 
owners, some of which may not have a job, the poor, elderly and disabled.  This 
money is going out of County, State, and even the country.  Smyth County property 
taxes are 74 cents per 100, the highest rate west of Blacksburg.  This tax does not 
attract business or families to the area.  Smyth County is not in a position to spend 
more money or give it away.  There needs to be significant cuts in spending which 
should be applied to reduce the debt.  Cutting spending and applying the savings to 
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reduce the debt and cutting taxes is a better way to create jobs, just as states across 
the county are doing. 
5:27:41 PM Herbert Johnson, Rural Retreat, Commander of VFW post 4667 requests 
flag and cross placement at the Courthouse on May 22nd with removal May 30th.  
There are approximately 700 white crosses and flags to put up.  There has also been 
discussion in the past about placing a missing man chair memorial for POWs/MIAs 
on the courthouse lawn at no expense to the County.  Rolling Thunder would like to 
place it before Memorial Day.  Mr. Johnson also asked for reconsideration of the 
$1,500 funding request to support the Memorial Day program in Marion. 
5:29:46 PM Anthony Glavocich, Marion, asked the County to consider donation of 
any vacant land for use by a local flying club.  Other Counties in Virginia and North 
Carolina have done so and it would cost the County nothing.  This activity is 
sponsored by the AMA (Academy of Model Aeronautics) and there is $2.5 million 
dollar liability insurance coverage and each member of the AMA will have $2.5 
million dollars worth of coverage for a total of $5 million dollars.  There needs to be 
a safe, controlled place to fly and it would be a great benefit to the County.  Any 
section of land donated would be maintained by the club (mowing and trash pick-
up) at no cost to the County.  The representatives present asked for consideration to 
try it for one summer to see how it goes.  They club currently has six members and 
without a site it will be difficult to attract new members.  The group can apply for 
non-profit organization status once they have more members.  Chairman Blevins 
suggested the group speak with Mrs. Morgan about getting on the agenda for the 
next SWIFA meeting on March 14th as that board has representatives from Smyth 
and Washington Counties.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner 
stated he has talked to the group on several occasions and the liability insurance 
coverage had been an issue in the past but there is coverage now. 
5:38:40 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s 
time. 
5:38:45 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked Mr. Johnson 
whether the POW/MIA structure proposed at the courthouse would be a permanent 
structure.  Mr. Johnson answered yes, it would be a 6 x 6 permanent structure. 
5:39:06 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Bo Surber, general manager of Superior 
Carriers. 
5:39:51 PM Mr. Surber informed the Board he began working with Superior Carriers 
when it was Lemmon Transport back in 1984.  He has held various jobs with the 
company including tank washer, shop foreman and dispatcher.  Bill Lemmon started 
the company back in 1952.  Superior is the 3rd largest tank outfit in United States 
now.  Lemmon/Superior hauled jet fuel for the space shuttles, but now eight trailers 
are parked because the program has been discontinued and the trailers were 
specially designed for that purpose only.  Superior Carriers looks at providing 
advancement opportunities for their employees and promoting from within.  They 
are a good company and have respect for their employee’s service to the community 
by supporting such programs such as the volunteer fire department. 
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5:45:49 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked if someone 
could explain to the L.E.A.D. group why the Board doesn’t vote on issues during 
citizen’s time. 
5:46:13 PM Mr. Carter explained that citizen’s time is designated for voicing 
concerns, suggestions, comments, compliments by the citizens of the County.  It is an 
opportunity for Board to listen and it doesn’t go unheard.  The information is 
recorded and put in minute form and looked at for further review by committees or 
as reference material.  It is an opportunity for a voice of the people to express 
thoughts and opinions.  There is not a lot of back and forth interaction from the 
Board, but they listen and the items will come up again as we move forward. 
5:47:44 PM Saltville Fire Department submitted a resolution for consideration by 
the Board to be recognized as a first responder.  Representatives from the Fire 
Department came to the meeting last month and were instructed to provide certain 
documentation in order to be considered for approval.  Mr. Carter noted that most of 
the information had been provided with the exception of an emergency response 
vehicle listing.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked if the 
resolution could be approved pending receipt of the emergency response vehicle 
listing and Mr. Carter stated that it could.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
made a motion to approve the resolution in support of recognizing Saltville Fire 
Department as first responders pending receipt of the emergency response vehicle 
listing.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:54:16 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on an extension and amendment of 
agreement with Appalachian Power.  This is part of the Virginia public authority 
contract and sent to us as part of a pool we’re involved with.  VML and VACO have 
thoroughly negotiated the contract and Mrs. Clayton is asking for the Board’s 
approval of the contract under the pooled agreement we have.  Mrs. Clayton noted 
there are over 100 localities in pool per AEP.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
Burton seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:56:03 PM Mrs. Clayton referenced a certificate of satisfaction for a special tax 
assessment.  Mr. Dunn paid the full amount of taxes on the assessment and then 
road improvements were done by the County.  A title search picked this up and the 
deed needs to be released and an approval of certificate of satisfaction authorized.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to authorize the 
deed of release and certificate of satisfaction.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 

 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:57:09 PM Ms. Clayton reported on a veteran’s tax refund in the amount of 
$1,077.09 plus interest.  Since the amount is over $1,000.00 it has to be brought 
before the Board.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to 
approve the veteran’s tax refund in the amount of $1,007.09 plus interest.  The 
motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:59:22 PM Mrs. Clayton presented resolutions recognizing volunteer fire 
departments and rescue squads as EMS and DERA organizations in the County.  For-
profit ambulance organizations are not recognized by the County as DERA for 
liability reasons. Mrs. Clayton has been working with Charlie and Sara Harrington 
on this issue and they are in attendance to answer any questions.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve the resolutions 
recognizing EMS and DERA organizations in the County.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:00:54 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information concerning the VACORP LODA trust 
agreement.  This agreement is necessary to continue with insurance coverage the 
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County has in place with VACORP.  A motion was made by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to accept the trust as presented.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

25 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

26 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

27 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

28 
 

 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:02:02 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a deed of dedication for the Cumbow well.  
Under the Virginia Code the well needs to be dedicated in land records as a future 
well and the language has to do with establishing it as a water supply for human 
habitation.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton asked if the well is active 
and Mr. Simpson informed the Board the County owns the site and it is in the 
evaluation stage of how to adapt it to our system.  A motion was made by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve the deed of dedication for the Cumbow 
well.  The motion was seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:03:59 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a deed of release for a citizen who granted the 
County as easement on their property during a utility project.  The County never 
used the easement and the landowner is requesting its release along with the 
property right.  A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call to 
grant the deed of release as presented.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:04:58 PM Neal Kilgore, Virginia Outdoors Foundation, presented information 
requesting the County’s support in the designation of a special project area in the 
Rich Valley area.  The purpose of special project area designation is to try and have 
some agriculture and farm land protected.  As our population increases, the amount 
of farm land decreases and this is an effort to try and protect the land.  The area to 
be considered is 48,380 acres along Route 42 in the northern part of Smyth County 
that has already been designated as a prime agricultural area by the County.  There 
are no regulations or EPA associations with this designation nor are there any extra 
taxes or zoning requirements.  Agreeing to become partners in protecting the land 
would help to protect it for the scenic beauty which helps to increase tourism 
potential.  This is a voluntary program so if the landowners aren’t interested in 
participating it goes no further.  If landowners and the County are interested in 
designating this as a special project area, this would allow for land owners to be 
eligible for any money that may become available for use with appraisals, attorney 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Feb-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:04:58&quot;?Data=&quot;78267e96&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

 

34 
 

fees and surveys.  The County can change their mind and rescind the designation at 
any time.  The primary goal of this is to protect farm land, forest and scenic views.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if the County has already 
designated this as a prime agricultural area what advantage would it be to the 
County to join.  Mr. Kilgore stated it can help accomplish keeping it as prime area.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked about benefits with the 
designation.  Mr. Kilgore answered that landowners within the area, if they choose 
to place property under conservation easement, would be more likely to get funding 
from $4,500 up to $12,000 per landowner to help with certain expenses.  Mr. Kilgore 
questioned what parameters were in place to ensure this land is kept as an 
agricultural area.  The zoning ordinance governs that area.  There was concern by 
the Board about permanent restrictions placed on the property by the easements if 
the landowner agrees to the special project area designation.  Mr. Kilgore referenced 
Virginia Code Section 10.1-1704 which allows an entity to look and say “we need 
that for the public good” and then the County could make a petition to take the land 
out of an easement.  Mr. Kilgore stated that once the land is under easement the 
property owner cannot opt out.  Mr. Carter questioned if the County chooses to 
designate the area as such, how are the property owners notified?  Mr. Kilgore 
answered it would be by word of mouth; there isn’t time or resources to complete a 
mass mailing to the property owners.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
asked if Mr. Kilgore had spoken with anyone from the Soil and Water Conservation 
and Mr. Kilgore stated the issue was presented at their meeting this past Thursday 
and approved unanimously.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call noted that if 
the County is even considering this the public will need a lot of information to know 
what they’re stepping into.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated 
the road in this area has already been designated as part of Back of the Dragon.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins suggested a public hearing to let 
people know what was going on and make sure they understand what’s happening 
because this is in his district and he doesn’t want to make that decision for the 
landowners.  Mr. Kilgore reiterated there is no obligation by the County or 
landowners to participate.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins believes if 
the County chooses to partner on this, it would give the impression the County is 
pushing this on the landowners.  Chairman Blevins asked for this item to be added 
to old business for further discussion. 
6:33:52 PM Chairman Blevins called for a five minute recess. 
6:41:43 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
6:41:48 PM Lindy White, CEO of Smyth County Community Hospital, and Dr. Dave 
Haney and Joe Taylor from Emory and Henry College were in attendance to answer 
questions about the resolution presented asking for $100,000 over the next three 
years.  This money would be matching dollars for a Tobacco Commission grant to 
hire a Dean for the School of Health Sciences that has to be submitted prior to the 
end of February.  The Town of Marion and the Smyth County Foundation have each 
committed $100,000 matching funds over the next three years.  The college has 
already gotten positive feedback from the Tobacco Commission on the pre-
application already submitted.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked 
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what the college is putting toward this part of the process.  Dr. Haney stated the 
college will be paying the Dean’s salary in full after three years.  The program will 
begin producing revenue in 2016/2017 and this request is for start-up funding for 
the first three years until a revenue stream will take over.  This will be a $17-$20 
million dollar project if the college takes over the hospital.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated he is reluctant to add to the debt the County 
already has.  This is not a lot of money as far as a high percentage of the budget, but 
he thinks the Foundation should pay more than the $100,000.  Gary Peacock from 
the Smyth County Foundation stated the Foundation has paid their fair share, 
including $500,000 for PT program along with the $100,000 matching funds.  This 
project has a big potential for return and Mr. Peacock doesn’t think the Foundation 
should be asked to give more.  Ms. White discussed concern for the project’s success 
with funding sources like the Tobacco Commission without the local government’s 
support.  It will send a positive message to other agencies if the County supports this 
program.  Dr. Haney stated he knows this is not a wealthy County and he believes 
that Emory and Henry can help with that debt.  An economic study predicted that 
over a three year period the project will have an $11 million economic impact along 
with an $18 million capital investment.  Mr. Taylor stated this is a project that will 
continue to give for many years to come.  Chairman Blevins said he has been on this 
Board for eleven years and it would be crazy to go against an opportunity like this 
for $100,000 considering all it’s going to bring in. Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson disclosed she is employed by Mountain States Health Alliance 
and has compliance regulatory obligations but can be fair and impartial in making 
this decision.  Supervisor Davidson also noted that Emory and Henry is a service 
oriented school and would bring a lot to the community.  Supervisors Davidson 
“wants to be that County and Board member who says in future years that we were 
the ones who supported that college.”  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
said he made the statement just a few days ago that he would turn over every stone 
to bring economic development to the County and he makes a motion to accept this 
resolution as presented to provide $100,000 of support to Emory and Henry College 
over the next three years.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded 
the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:02:26 PM Mr. Carter presented the Planning Commission’s recommendation for a 
special use permit by Wendolyn Snider.  By a vote of 6 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, the 
Planning Commission recommends the Board approve Ms. Snider’s application for a 
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Special Use Permit to operate a Childcare Facility at 197 Farmview Road in Marion 
(Tax Map No. 45-A-35A). A motion was made by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor 
M. Todd Dishner, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to 
approve the Planning Commission recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:03:19 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call reported the Building and 
Grounds Committee met with the Town of Chilhowie concerning the proposed 
farmer’s market on the former County owned property located on Chilhowie Street 
and North Pine Avenue.  The deed would need to be amended to allow for the 
placement of a permanent structure on the property.  The Town presented good 
sketches and the facility will be available for public use.  The Committee 
unanimously recommends to the Board accepting the plans as presented by the 
Town of Chilhowie along with deed modification to allow for placement of the 
structure on the property. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:04:45 PM Mr. Simpson reported the Courthouse Committee met last week to 
interview two material testing firms for the demolition phase of the Courthouse 
project.  After evaluating the two presentations, the Committee unanimously 
recommends ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC as their first choice to begin contract 
negotiations for this phase of the project. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:07:52 PM Mr. Carter presented a letter from Circuit Court Clerk John Graham 
requesting a line item transfer in his budget to accommodate hiring an additional 
part-time employee in the Clerk’s Office.  The part-time help is needed due to an 
increase in concealed handgun permits and other activity in the office.  This request 
is not for a budget increase, only a transfer of funds from full-time (1001) to part-
time (1003) in the amount of $7,000.  The Board has to approve anything over 
$2,000.  A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve this line item 
transfer request for the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:10:05 PM Mr. Carter reported Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton’s 
appointment to the Mount Rogers Community Services Board has expired.  Mr. 
Burton is willing to continue serving in this capacity so it is being brought before the 
full Board for consideration.  A motion was made by Vice Chair, Park District 
Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, 
to appoint Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton to service on the Mount 
Rogers Community Services Board for a three year term. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:11:11 PM Mr. Carter thanked Mrs. Porter-Nichols from the Smyth County News for 
providing legislative updates in the newspaper. 
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7:11:43 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
nominate Rachel Rush to continue serving as the Chilhowie District representative 
on the Area Beautification Committee.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:12:31 PM Mrs. Clayton asked to removed item 7, Hungry Mother Convenience 
Station Lease, from old business.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner made a motion to remove this item from old business.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:13:02 PM Mrs. Clayton stated item number 8, Town of Chilhowie request for deed 
restriction modification to allow permanent structure to be placed on former 
County property bounded by Chilhowie Street and North Pine Avenue, can be 
removed from old business.  A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to remove 
the item from old business. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
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ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:13:24 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked about item 3, 
Nuisance complaint against a property owned by Joseph F. Ellis, Jr. – The Board 
voted to leave the matter on the Old Business agenda until the conclusion of a civil 
case is resolved. (Civil case filed March 6, 2009).  At that time, the nuisance issue will 
be revisited.  Mr. Patton Graham (Mr. Ellis' Attorney) will update the Board on the 
civil case as it progresses.  Mrs. Clayton stated the case has been resolved and there 
will be an update on the status but it will remain on old business for now. 
7:13:56 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson had nothing at this time. 
7:14:00 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins included information in 
the Board packet this month concerning reaffirmation of Virginia’s sovereignty.  The 
Board has been asked to support this and the gentleman who co-wrote the letter 
will be present at next month’s Board meeting to discuss. 
7:15:00 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton heard the comments during 
citizen’s time about the County’s debt and this is not where we want to be.  Mr. 
Burton stated he is on the Budget Committee again this year and will fight to keep 
gifts and commitments down.  There is school and courthouse construction along 
with other things coming up and the debt will increase.  He is not against Emory and 
Henry College, he just thought somebody needed to say something about the 
County’s debt. 
7:17:05 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner wanted to say the 
County and Town of Marion had an opportunity to meet last week and iron out 
some things and he hopes the legislation goes well. 
7:17:28 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call had nothing at this time. 
7:17:38 PM Chairman Blevins thanked those from the L.E.A.D./Chamber of 
Commerce group who came to attend tonight’s meeting. 
7:17:47 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS: None. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner; Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D Call; Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H Davidson  (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

 
4:03:50 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:03:52 PM  Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron 
C. Blevins, seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to enter into 
closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business 
Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has 
been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or expanding its 
facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – consultation with legal counsel and 
briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 
where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 
negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
4:58:47 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to go out of 
closed session.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:06:05 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
5:06:17 PM Andy Overbay, Smyth County Extension Office, gave the invocation.  He 
informed the Board that March 19, 2013 is National Agriculture Day. 
5:06:51 PM Scott Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
5:07:15 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to return to open session 
and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:07:43 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked if the Board 
still planned to discuss The Crooked Road and designation of a national heritage 
area as listed on the agenda or consider that matter at a later date.  Mr. Carter 
referenced a letter from Jack Hinshelwood, Executive Director of The Crooked Road, 
stating The Crooked Road will defer making any additional presentations to 
localities for the time being.  Mr. Carter asked the Board if it was their intention to 
omit the item from the agenda or continue it to a later date until proper information 
has been received.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
omit this item from today’s agenda due to lack of information and consider this item 
at a later date not yet set.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:09:34 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
adopt the agenda and additional agenda.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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5:09:53 PM A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve the minutes of 
the February 7 and February 12, 2013 meetings. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:10:12 PM Finance Status – Mr. Charlie Atkins informed the Board, per the report 
from the Treasurer’s Office, there were sufficient funds in the bank for the requested 
appropriations. 
5:10:37 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve 
$5,705,000.00 for the General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation 
of the appropriations approved:  
 
 General Fund:  
  
  General County $1,345,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (Mar. 13 – 31, 2013) $300,000.00  
   (Apr. 1 – 9, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
  Schools – Operating Fund $4,000,000.00 
  
   Total General Fund $5,705,000.00 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
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ABSENT:  None. 
5:11:23 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $160,000.00 
for the School Debt and Capital Outlay appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:11:40 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $1,000,000.00 
for the School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:11:54 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $4,054.43 for the 
Animal Damage Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
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ABSENT:  None. 
5:12:14 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, to approve $155,776.51 for the 
IDA – Fund 4 appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:12:40 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $102,838.05 for 
the Courthouse Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS: North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:13:03 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $692,508.70 for 
the accounts payable listing appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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5:13:33 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:13:47 PM Mr. Scott Schriefer, Hollow Road, Marion, stated he was part of the 
Chamber of Commerce LEAD team that attended last month’s Board of Supervisors 
meeting.  Mr. Schriefer referenced the article that was in the Smyth County News 
and Messenger concerning the LEAD group and how they are looking to promote 
Smyth County tourism inside of Smyth County.  They want to educate County 
residents on what is available to them and are using such methods as social media 
to promote “live here, play here”.  The LEAD group plans to hold a volunteerism fair 
to inform citizens of volunteer opportunities available within the County and they 
look to do another opportunity fair in the near future.  The group is working to get 
the word out to Smyth County about Smyth County and wanted to let County leaders 
know what they are doing.  
5:15:46 PM Herbert Johnson stated he attended last month’s Board of Supervisors 
meeting and presented a request for flags and crosses to be placed at the 
Courthouse for Memorial Day and asked for consideration of a POW/MIA missing 
man chair to be placed on the Courthouse lawn.  He also asked the Board to consider 
reinstating the $1,500 in funding for the Memorial Day program that was cut from 
the budget this year.  Mr. Carter informed Mr. Johnson that the County’s building 
and grounds committee will be meeting on March 19th to discuss the memorial chair 
and will make a decision on placement at that time.  He further stated the flags on 
the Courthouse lawn have been done historically for many years and the Board can 
decide to consider that once citizen’s time is over.  He noted the Board has remained 
steadfast in adhering to the current budget and this funding request can be 
considered in the FY13/14 budget cycle.  Mr. Johnson urged the Board to reconsider 
providing $1,500 to support this veteran’s program. 
5:18:49 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s 
time. 
5:18:55 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Larry Souverielle, president of the Southwest 
Virginia Alliance for Manufacturing Board of Directors.  Mr. Souverielle introduced 
Ms. Anita McGinnis, the new Executive Director for the Alliance, who will provide a 
brief update to the Board on changes that have been implemented since she took 
over the position.  Ms. McGinnis thanked the Board for having her at the meeting.  
She reported that she has been in all the schools in Smyth and Washington Counties 
giving presentations to students and providing them with information on a website 
contest being sponsored by the Alliance.  The Alliance will be providing a $1,000 
scholarship based on live job skills, not grades or attendance.  A “reality store” will 
be coming to the Higher Ed Center in Abingdon that will choose a career for 
students and teach them about reality in the job market.  Ms. McGinnis noted that 
there are currently unfulfilled manufacturing jobs available, but still a high 
unemployment rate in the area.  There is a job portal on the Alliance website where 
applications can be completed and the Alliance will forward the information to the 
manufacturers that have jobs openings.  Ms. McGinnis also requested to schedule a 
meeting with the budget committee to discuss her budget request for the upcoming 
budget year.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked if the Alliance 
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is working with the Employment Commission and Ms. McGinnis stated not 
currently, but she plans to develop that relationship down the line.     
5:25:20 PM Stephen Clear, Superintendent of the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail 
Authority in Abingdon, presented information on the regional jail expansion.  In 
2010, the regional jail reached 150% capacity of the state level for the Virginia 
Department of Corrections ratings.  There are triple bunks in every cell and the 
population has now expanded into the indoor recreation area.  The General 
Assembly cut the state’s share of daily operating costs per inmate from $8.00 to 
$4.00.  All three regional jails in the area are scheduled for expansion.  The jails were 
built to add on as cheaply as possible and in 2012 the General Assembly did approve 
paying half the construction cost for the expansions.  The projected cost for the 
expansion is $34 million dollars.  The jails will borrow the money to build and then 
ask for reimbursement from the State.  Smyth County has 139 inmates which equals 
an 8.28% share to the County.  This is a zero-based budget so if any money is left 
over it is allocated back to the County.  There has been a drastic increase in inmate 
population due to State changes in compliance and sentence terms.  The jail is 
asking the Board for consideration of a resolution supporting financing the 
Authority’s portion of the expansion through the Virginia Resources Authority 
(VRA).  If the rates are acceptable and savings are appropriate, the Authority would 
also refinance the previous debt through the VRA.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson asked about repeat offenders and what types of rehab programs 
available to inmates to help them adjust back in society.  Mr. Clear discussed the 
programs available to the inmates such as counseling, GED programs, job skills and 
healthcare provided at the jail.  He did not have specific numbers available for 
repeat offenders, but noted the unemployment rate drives inmate numbers.  He 
noted that prescription drug abuse is an epidemic in this area and that creates a lot 
of inmate medical costs which are driven back to the Counties due to medical-
related issues.  The additional cost to the County is approximately $76,000 per year 
starting in FY16.  This year there will be savings due to the refinancing and, if the 
State adds more money to the project, the cost to the County will go down.  Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to accept the resolution 
presented by the regional jail.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.   
 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;12-Mar-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:25:20&quot;?Data=&quot;a5684688&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

9 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

10 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

11 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

12 
 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 

13 
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:41:11 PM Crystal Breeding, United Way Virginia Highlands, reported to the Board 
that Smyth County raised $114,000 for the United Way program in 2012.  She 
wanted to thank the community for their support and noted that one organization 
within the County is setting the pace for giving in 2013 and will be challenging other 
businesses to step forward and increase giving this year.  United Way is not just 
about fundraising but providing health, income and education initiatives to those 
needing assistance.  People can contact the United Way office to get more 
information on how to obtain resources. 
5:43:30 PM John Patterson, general manager for American Wood Fibers in Seven 
Mile Ford, provided an update to the Board on a possible expansion at their facility.  
A national brand has approached the company to do one-third of their national 
packaging at the Seven Mile Ford facility.  This would require a rail sighting since it 
would involve 130,000 tons of material a year.  Mr. Patterson has been working with 
Mrs. Morgan and Mr. Carter on applying for Tobacco Commission funding to help 
support this project.  The expansion would mean a multi-million dollar investment 
in the facility and create a minimum of 25 new jobs.  The investment would also 
require 25 rail cars a month, ingredients and consumables would be involved and 
30 truckloads of materials would be going out each day.  Mr. Patterson noted there 
have been some delays in obtaining the necessary information from Norfolk 
Southern railroad about the use of the rail sighting.   He noted two other locations 
with CSX rail access are being considered for the expansion – Johnson City, 
Tennessee and Jessup, Maryland.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
stated the use of rail sites could flow over to other businesses in the area if this 
expansion takes place in Seven Mile Ford. 
5:49:46 PM Chairman Blevins called a ten minute recess. 
6:03:26 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order and opened the 
public hearing. 
6:03:30 PM Public Hearing – Town of Chilhowie – Consider Deed Modifications 
Allowing For Placement Of A Permanent Farmer’s Market Structure On The 
Former County Owned Property Bounded By Chilhowie Street & North Pine 
Avenue – Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

TO CONSIDER DEED MODIFICATIONS  
ALLOWING FOR PLACEMENT OF A 

PERMANENT FARMER’S MARKET STRUCTURE 
ON THE FORMER COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY  

BOUNDED BY CHILHOWIE STREET & NORTH PINE AVENUE 
 
 The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013, at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter, to receive public input 
concerning deed modifications allowing for placement of a permanent farmer’s market 
structure on the former County owned property bounded by Chilhowie Street and North 
Pine Avenue in the Town of Chilhowie.  The public hearing will be held at the Board of 
Supervisors Meeting Room in the Smyth County Office Building located at 121 Bagley 
Circle, Marion, Virginia 24354.   
 
 Copies of the plans are available for inspection in the Smyth County 
Administrator’s Office at the address given above, Monday – Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Clayton, County Attorney, 
by telephone at (276) 783-3298 x201. 
 
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring 
special assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth 
County ADA Coordinator at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to 
the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

 
6:04:47 PM Mr. Carter read the rules for public hearings. 
6:06:04 PM Gene Groseclose, Old Stage Road, Chilhowie, stated he is not opposed to 
the farmer’s market, but he is opposed to where it’s going to be moved and the size 
of it.  The area where it’s being proposed is currently used for the apple festival and 
other large events.  It’s also a residential area and doesn’t need loud music every 
Saturday night.  
6:07:33 PM Laura Etta Wilkinson, Chilhowie Street, stated that the farmer’s market 
had an average of five vendors last year.  She does not understand the need of 
having a structure that provides eighteen spaces for three hours a day over twenty 
six days.   She noted the proposed area is currently used by the little league and the 
church located next to the lot.  The Town of Chilhowie has a wonderful park that 
facilities can use as is.  Why not use money to expand things at the park?  Ms. 
Wilkinson was a member of the Chilhowie Town Council when they asked the 
County for the property with the stipulation it was to be used for green space for 99 
years.  She is concerned if the Board votes to change it now then other groups would 
come in asking for something to be put on the site and there would be no green 
space for future use. 
6:12:08 PM David Gary, West Lee Highway, stated he just became aware of this 
project.  He has an issue with the Board deeding this property to the Town of 
Chilhowie with the stipulation that it not be built upon and then coming back and 
changing their mind to allow for a farmer’s market that the County won’t have 
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anything to do with.  The citizens of Chilhowie should be the ones to decide where 
they want this farmer’s market, but the citizens have not been able to address the 
issue.  He asked the Board to give serious consideration to changing what has 
already been decided and to stand by that past decision. 
6:14:56 PM Shirley Little, Auburn Lane, stated she has several businesses in the 
Town and is concerned about the lack of things available for children and seniors.  
She has spoken with the farmers who come to the market and asked if they would 
be willing to move to the park as long as there were signs specifying the location 
and they stated to her they would be willing to do that.  She cannot understand 
wanting to spend money on this project when there’s only three farmers who come 
in and use it.  She is not opposed to farmer’s market, but hopes the Board will 
consider bringing it to park and use the money being spent on the proposed 
farmer’s market and invest it in the park.  
6:19:16 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public 
hearing. 
6:19:25 PM William Carr, Patrick County, presented information concerning the 
reaffirmation of Virginia sovereignty.  Mr. Carr was a candidate for Congress a few 
years ago and became concerned about the federal government’s handling of 
Constitutional rights.  Mr. Carr gave historical information about the Constitution 
and discussed Constitutional amendments.  He noted there are twenty three areas 
identified that the federal governments has dominion over but everything else 
belongs to the states.  He is concerned that power to the states is being taken away 
by the federal government.  Mr. Carr is asking the Board to consider adopting a 
resolution to honor state sovereignty under the Tenth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution.  Mr. Carr stated this resolution has been reviewed by the 
national attorney for the Tenth Amendment Center.  This action is being pushed to 
the states where it has a chance to pass.  He has also spoken with Delegates Carrico 
and O’Quinn along with Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli who, according to Mr. Carr, 
said they would support the issue if the Counties got behind it.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked for more time to review the information and 
do more research concerning whether it is legal for Board to adopt such a 
resolution.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to add this 
item to old business and discuss further at the March 28, 2013 continued meeting.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
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ABSENT:  None. 
6:38:25 PM Charlie Harrington, Director of Emergency Services, presented 
information on the 2012 EMPG grant awarded from the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
The grant is in the amount of $22,600 and will be used to purchase equipment for 
the new truck and make it a command post.  This is a 50/50 grant, but the purchase 
of the truck acted as the match for the grant.  As soon as the equipment is purchased 
the state will reimburse the cost and it will result in no cost to the County.  Mr. 
Harrington noted the emergency operations center is on the way to being 
completed.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to accept the 
grant.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion.    Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson informed Mr. Harrington the Board 
recently toured the new 911 Center was found it to be impressive and she was very 
pleased with its progress.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:41:23 PM Bill Turman, Chief Animal Control Officer, provided an update on the 
animal shelter.  He reported the shelter has been closed for three weeks due to a 
recent distemper outbreak.  During that time, a laborious cleaning of the shelter has 
been completed by in-house staff.  Mr. Turman provided information on distemper 
including how it is spread and symptoms of the disease.  Four dogs at the shelter 
tested positive for distemper and all other dogs were not infected at the time of 
testing.  One dog had to be euthanized while eight were transferred to Promised 
Land Animal Shelter and eight were sent to City Dog Rescue which was a big help.  
Staff have been trying to come up with preventive measures to keep another 
outbreak from occurring, but it can’t be 100% eliminated because the shelter deals 
with sick animals.  Disinfection carpet mats are being placed in front of doors to 
disinfect footwear.  Mr. Turman also noted that, during the time of the outbreak, the 
state inspector showed up for an annual inspection.  The shelter received 100% 
compliance on the inspection, but did receive some recommendations from the 
inspector.  Mr. Turman is willing to meet with the animal control committee to talk 
about further preventative measures.  Mr. Turman has included in next year’s 
budget request funding for isolation panels to place between kennels to prevent 
nose to nose contact among the animals and to keep from sweeping waste into other 
kennel areas.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated this was a 
sad situation but couldn’t have been avoided.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
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Burton asked how many dogs are in the shelter now and Mr. Turman replied ten to 
twelve now that word has gotten out the shelter has reopened.  The Board thanked 
Mr. Turman and Mr. Carter for keeping them updated on the situation and extended 
thanks to staff for their hard work during this difficult situation. 
6:50:09 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on the Public-Private Educational 
Facilities Infrastructure Act (PPEA) guidelines so the Board can consider adopting a 
resolution in support of the PPEA for the County.  This Act would allow private 
entities to make proposals on County projects.  The document has some legislative 
changes and Mrs. Clayton will review before sending it out to the Board for review.  
Since there is no public hearing requirement Mrs. Clayton wants to make sure the 
Board has proper information to make a decision on this matter.  Thorough 
consideration would need to be given of proposals submitted if the PPEA is adopted 
by the Board. 
6:51:58 PM Mrs. Clayton gave an update on the comprehensive plan.  The plan was 
sent back to the Planning Commission for review and is not in agreement of making 
any changes and no specific changes were requested of them when it was sent back.  
The next step in getting the comprehensive plan up to date is to hold a public 
hearing and have the Board vote yes or no.  She noted the Planning Commission has 
worked hard on the plan and if it’s not adopted an eight year old comprehensive 
plan would be in effect for the County.  The question is does the Board want to have 
an eight year old plan or a more up to date one going forward?  Mrs. Clayton noted 
the plan is a guideline but can come into play for County issues.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to hold a public hearing on the 
comprehensive plan at the April 9, 2013 Board of Supervisors meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS: North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:55:26 PM Mrs. Clayton referred to the Norfolk Southern railroad permit contract 
included in the agenda packet.  She has reviewed the contract and found a few 
minor changes.  Mr. Simpson stated this contract is for the Groseclose sewer project 
which has to cross the Norfolk Southern railroad in two places.  The County applied 
for a permit and the railroad issued two agreements (#1173539 and 1173540).  If 
the Board agrees to the contracts, an appropriation of funds in the amount of 
$18,300 for the railroad permits will also need to be approved.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton asked if this would be a part of grant money and Mr. 
Simpson stated yes, it would be a reimbursable permitting cost.  Vice Chair, Park 
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District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to approve the contracts and 
appropriation.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:57:54 PM Mrs. Clayton discussed a memorial tree project for John Tate.  She stated 
the Virginia State Bar and Senior Lawyers have a “plant a tree” program across the 
state the County has participated in before.  The IDA has expressed interest, along 
with the Bank of Marion, for a tree to be put here on grounds honoring Mr. Tate’s 34 
years of service to the County.  The General Assembly passed a resolution in Mr. 
Tate’s honor and a tree planting ceremony would be an opportunity to present that 
resolution to his family.  Mrs. Clayton is requesting funds from the budget 
committee and the community to go toward this project.  A motion was made by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, seconded by Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call to support the memorial tree in memory of John Tate.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:00:07 PM Mr. Simpson reported the scope of work and pricing has been received 
from ECS Mid-Atlantic who was awarded the materials testing contract for phase 
one of the Courthouse demolition.  The contract was awarded at last month’s 
meeting upon a recommendation from the Courthouse Committee.  Mr. Simpson and 
Mrs. Clayton have reviewed the information and Mrs. Clayton has some questions 
but has not spoken with ECS representatives yet since this information was only 
recently received.  The County is asking approval of the scope and price estimate for 
the project and authorization to sign upon Mrs. Clayton completing legal 
negotiations with ECS council.   Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a 
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motion to accept the contract pending legal negotiations.  Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson seconded the motion.  Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton asked if this went out for bid and Mr. Simpson stated it was 
procured under professional services and the Courthouse Committee selected ECS 
after presentations from two firms.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner asked if this will be done in different phases and Mr. Simpson answered yes, 
there are two phases of construction but another procurement process won’t have 
to be done because this negotiation was done for the entire project.  This is the fee 
for phase one.  The internal budget for this work is roughly $300,000 so the two 
phases should come in well below budget. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS: North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:05:08 PM Mr. Carter discussed the Personnel Committee recommendation 
concerning the pending legislation which requires offering benefits to employees 
exceeding 30 work hours per week.  Due to budgetary concerns this year, 
convenience stations are now closed on Wednesday of each week.  Convenience 
station workers now work split shifts equaling 22 hours one week and 33 hours the 
next week which makes them exceed 29 hours every other week.  The 
recommendation being presented to the Board would create a 28 hour work week 
each week, while continuing the same ongoing schedule rotation.  It would mean 
weekly convenience station operating hours would change to Monday and Tuesday 
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Wednesday from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., Thursday 
from Noon until 6:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This 
change will have the ability to increase the part-time salary line item by $1,037.00, 
but that can be accommodated in the budget.  If the Board considers this change, Mr. 
Carter stated he would like to make it effective April 1st and, if considered and 
approved, he would ask the local paper to help with advertising the change in 
operating hours.  After consideration, the Board unanimously recommended the 
change in convenience station operations hours effective April 1, 2013 as 
recommended by the Personnel Committee. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:12:08 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, Chair of the 
Insurance Committee, presented information concerning the Anthem/Local Choice 
renewal for July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014.  The plan will increase by 8.3% for the 
coming cycle.  The Insurance Committee is recommending to the Board to renew 
with Anthem/Local Choice and provide the same $1,000 deductible plan.  She noted 
there was not enough data available during the January – March period to use for 
comparison with other plan options. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:14:30 PM Mr. Carter reviewed a lease between the County and the Virginia 
Department of Education to provide office space on the fourth floor of the 
administration building for one of their employees.   In the past, Department of 
Education has occupied six rooms on the fourth floor but staffing has been reduced.  
The lease is dated January 2, 2013 and there was no space requirement identified.  
Mr. Carter worked with Monique Robinson in Richmond and negotiated space for 
one office, one combination file/copier roof and access to a conference room.    The 
rent amount will remain the same at $1,216.  Mr. Carter is asking the Board’s 
consideration to execute the contract on behalf of the County with the Department 
of Education.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to allow 
Mr. Carter to execute the contract on behalf of the County.   Vice Chair, Park District 
Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the motion.  Mr. Carter noted the extra rooms 
no longer being occupied by the Department of Education will be utilized for storage 
of files for the County. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:18:28 PM Under Old Business, North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
stated he has spoken with Neil Kilgore concerning the request for special project 
area designation that was presented at last month’s Board meeting.  The County is 
requesting that a “town hall” type meeting be scheduled so residents of the area can 
be provided more information about the designation and allow for citizen input.  
That meeting will be held on April 22, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Northwood Middle 
School. 
7:19:49 PM Mrs. Clayton reported that the collection of delinquent taxes is past the 
halfway mark with balance of $8,000 remaining.  Under item 3 (Nuisance 
complaint against a property owned by Joseph F. Ellis, Jr. – The Board voted to 
leave the matter on the Old Business agenda until the conclusion of a civil case 
is resolved. (Civil case filed March 6, 2009).  At that time, the nuisance issue will 
be revisited.  Mr. Patton Graham (Mr. Ellis' Attorney) will update the Board on 
the civil case as it progresses) she noted that Patton Graham could not come to 
tonight’s meeting, but a final order was drafted and presented to the party last June.  
Nothing can be done on the property until the court case is settled. 
7:20:46 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call had nothing.  
7:20:57 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner expressed concern 
over comments received during the public hearing.  He wonders if that’s how all the 
residents in Chilhowie feel or just the ones that came tonight.  He also noted that he 
and Mr. Carter attended a regional jail meeting in Russell County this morning and, 
prior to leaving for the meeting, Mr. Dishner was able to participate in the tornado 
drill conducted in the County administration building.  Mr. Dishner thought it was 
neat to be a part of that and he thought the drill went very well. 
7:22:14 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated the presentation 
concerning Virginia sovereignty was well worth considering.  The Constitution is the 
glue holding this country together.  It sounds basic but it’s true and serious 
consideration of this proposal is in order. 
7:22:46 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins would like more answers 
concerning the public hearing and whether the Chilhowie Town Council notified 
citizens and give them the opportunity to speak on the matter.  He also would like 
more information on why this area was selected as the location for the farmer’s 
market.  Mr. Carter stated he would contact the Town of Chilhowie and have more 
information available at the continued meeting on March 28th. 
7:23:44 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins noted that the County 
doesn’t have anything to do with what happens during Town meetings.  A public 
hearing held by the Town would be more effective than coming here.  He stated he 
has heard both sides of the issue and it’s up to the Town of Chilhowie what they 
want to do.  Mr. Blevins further stated he has thoroughly read the information 
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concerning Virginia sovereignty and spoken with Delegates Carrico and O’Quinn 
along with Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and he asked the Board to take a serious 
look at the information. 
7:25:28 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson would like to know 
what steps the Town of Chilhowie took to get the Town’s wishes on the farmer’s 
market. She has received calls on the matter, including one organization that is 
opposed to the idea.  Mrs. Davidson questioned the issue concerning Virginia 
sovereignty and whether the Board can legally represent citizens by passing a 
resolution of support or opposition. 
7:27:21 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
continue the meeting until March 28, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. for a joint public hearing 
with the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a continued meeting at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, 
March 28, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board Room of the 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
Members Present: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor, Wade H. Blevins, Jr.; Park 
District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins; Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Chilhowie District Planning Commissioner Graham 
Davidson Sr.; Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson; Park District Planning 
Commissioner Joel Pugh; Chairman, North Fork Dist. Planning Commissioner Chairman 
Norman Sparks; Saltville District Planning Commissioner Wayne Venable; Atkins District 
Planning Commissioner Charles Wassum III; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; Royal Oak District Planning Commissioner, 
Blake Frazier and Rye Valley District Planning Commissioner, L. V. Pokey Harris  (14) 
 
Members Absent: None (0) 
 
Staff: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County Administrator Scott Simpson; 
Economic Development Director Sally Morgan; Zoning Administrator Clegg Williams; 
County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Becca Kirk; Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (8) 
 
Others Present:  Approximately 15 citizens and Linda Burchette with the Smyth County 
News 
 
Public Hearing – At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Wade Blevins, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, 
and Mr. Norman Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission, called the joint public 
hearing to order.  Mr. Carter read the advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News 
and Messenger as well as the rules of procedure during public hearings.   

 
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning 
Commission will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, March 28, 2013, 
at 7:00 P.M. or as soon after 7:00 P.M. as an application may be heard, in the 
Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider 
the following application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth County, 
Virginia: 
 
An application from Charles Melvin Thweatt to amend the text of 3-5.2 of the 
Zoning Ordinance to add “(o) Mini-Warehouse” as a Use Permitted with a 
Special Use Permit in the Industrial District. 
 
An application from William Watson Gollehon which has been forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors of Smyth County, Virginia, requesting an amendment to 
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the official Zoning Map to rezone approximately 0.664 acres from Residential 
to Agricultural/Rural.  The Smyth County Comprehensive Plan does not identify 
a density range and the general usage of this property has most recently been 
vacant. The property is located beside 1663 Chestnut Ridge Road in Chilhowie, 
Virginia, and is identified as Tax Map No. 65-3-3G, and can be found in Grid 
Map No. 125 of the official Zoning Map of Smyth County; also known as Lot 7 of 
Deer Run Development on Chestnut Ridge by plat of record on Plat Slide 331, 
Page 3. 
 
At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of 
Supervisors and Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person 
may appear and state his/her views thereon. 
 
Copies of the application(s) along with their maps/drawings are on file in the 
Office of the County Administrator of Smyth County.  Copies are also 
maintained by the County Zoning Administrator at the address given above, 
and may be viewed during regular business hours Monday through Friday. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities, persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth 
County Building and Zoning Department at (276) 783-3298 ext. 227 at least 
48 hours prior to the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 
 

Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
Norman K. Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission 

 
 

Charles Melvin Thweatt – Text Amendment in Industrial District: At approximately 
7:03 p.m. Mr. Williams explained a Text Amendment application from Charles Melvin 
Thweatt to add Mini-Warehouse as a use permitted by Special Use in the Industrial District. 
He advertised notice of this public hearing in the Smyth County News on March 16 and 23. 
In addition, he sent letters to all of the adjoining property owners for which an affidavit is 
on file.  
 
Charles Melvin Thweatt stated he purchased the Virginia House Furniture Factory and has 
a vacant storage building and would like to operate a secured storage facility out of the 
building. Units would only be accessible when employees were in the facility and there 
would be no “yard sales” conducted on the premises. 
 
Supervisor Ron Blevins asked what he would do with unpaid units. Mr. Thweatt stated he 
would sell the contents of those units off premises. Supervisor Burton congratulated Mr. 
Thweatt on attempting to start a business in the vacant building. 
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Earl McClure spoke in favor of the application and stated he was against zoning, it should 
be repealed, citizens should be allowed to do as they wish with their property, and the 
applicants should be refunded their filing fees. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
William Watson Gollehon – Map Amendment request (R to A/R):  Mr. Williams 
explained Mr. Gollehon’s request to rezone Lot 7 of Deer Run Development Subdivision on 
Chestnut Ridge in Chilhowie from Residential to Agricultural/Rural. Due to Ordinance 
regulations, when Mr. Gollehon subdivided the property he had to request the property be 
zoned Residential. 
 
Mr. Gollehon stated he did not want to place single wide manufactured homes on the lots 
he created when he subdivided the property; however, he has since determined the shape 
of Lot 7 prohibits anything larger than a single wide be placed on the property. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Wade Blevins and Chairman Norman Sparks closed the public hearing at 
approximately 7:14 p.m. 
 
7:26:42 PM The Board of Supervisors reconvened and Chairman Blevins called the meeting 
to order. 
7:26:45 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
7:27:11 PM William Carr read a prepared statement concerning his presentation on the 
reaffirmation of Virginia sovereignty at the Board Meeting on March 12, 2013. He stated 
this is a controversial matter and he understands the hesitancy to support such a 
movement.  Mr. Carr explained the federal government is seizing power from the states but 
few are willing to take a stand against it.  He believes this is an opportunity that would 
prove beneficial to the citizens of Smyth County, as well as others throughout the state and 
country, but he is willing to withdraw his request if the Board cannot support the 
resolution he presented. 
7:29:55 PM Rod Blevins, Marion, stated if the Board is fearful of reaffirming rights to the 
citizens then God help Virginia and the citizens because we are all doomed. 
7:30:29 PM Charles Wassum, Marion, stated the Board Members have all taken an oath to 
support the Virginia Constitution and the U.S. Constitution.  He proceeded to give a history 
of the evolution of the Virginia Constitution.  He noted if these documents were supported 
then what Mr. Carr is talking about wouldn’t be necessary.  People need to start asserting 
their rights. 
7:34:14 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
7:34:22 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call reported the Building and Grounds 
Committee met to discuss placement of a POW/MIA missing man chair on the Courthouse 
lawn by the local VFW and Rolling Thunder.  It would be a 6 x 6 permanent structure and a 
location has been found on the Courthouse lawn for placement of the structure.  Supervisor 
Call noted it would be totally maintained and funded by the VFW and Rolling Thunder.   
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The Committee also discussed donation of the jail plaque to the Smyth County Historical 
and Museum Society with the presentation of the plaque done by Mr. Marshall Guy.   
 
The Building and Grounds Committee unanimously recommends placing the POW/MIA 
missing man chair on the Courthouse lawn by the local VFW and Rolling Thunder 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:35:56 PM The Building and Grounds Committee unanimously recommends donation of 
the jail plaque to the Smyth County Historical and Museum Society with the presentation to 
be done by Mr. Marshall Guy.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:36:22 PM Mr. Marshall Guy presented the jail plaque to Mr. and Mrs. Clayborne Gwyn, 
representatives from the Smyth County Historical and Museum Society.  Mr. Guy thanked 
the Board for making the plaque available for donation to the museum.  Mr. Guy served on 
the Board of Supervisors from 1968 to 1974 and is the only surviving member of the Board 
Members listed on the plaque.  He spoke about the history of the jail and the County having 
to purchase a church property to build the jail because it was the only land available at the 
time. 
7:40:39 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson updated the Board on the 
Water and Sewer Committee’s meeting with the Town of Chilhowie to discuss utility water 
and sewer infrastructure at exit 39 for possible future development.  There are no 
prospects at this time, but the infrastructure information needs to be available in order to 
market the area to potential developers.  The County and Town of Chilhowie will be 
applying jointly for grant money.    
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7:42:09 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins provided information on the 
Solid Waste Committee meeting concerning the solid waste contract.  The Committee is 
unanimously recommending written notification be sent to the current provider, Waste 
Management, of the County’s intent not to renew the five year contract and begin the RFP 
process to go out for bid.  There is more competition now and the County wants to get the 
best price.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:43:09 PM Mr. Carter stated that Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton has been 
attending meetings of the New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Area 
Consortium Board and has agreed to represent the County on this Board.  A motion was 
made by Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, seconded by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to appoint Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton 
to service on the New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Area Consortium Board. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
7:44:09 PM Under Old Business, North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins would like to 
table item number 8 “Reaffirmation of Virginia Sovereignty” until more information can be 
obtained and the Board can get a clearer vision of what it is.  He asked that this item be left 
on Old Business for discussion at a future date. 
7:45:11 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins reminded the Board there is a 
public meeting scheduled for Monday, April 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at Northwood Middle School 
to discuss item number 7 “Request for Designation of a Special Project Area by Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation” and get citizen input. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;28-Mar-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:42:09&quot;?Data=&quot;f52b4623&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;28-Mar-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:43:09&quot;?Data=&quot;1ae92d1d&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;28-Mar-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:44:09&quot;?Data=&quot;f8353664&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;28-Mar-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:45:11&quot;?Data=&quot;191fa610&quot;


Board of Supervisors Cont’d Meeting Minutes 
March 28, 2013 

 

6 
 

7:46:16 PM Closed Session – It was moved by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to enter into closed 
session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 Industrial/Business Prospects – 
discussion concerning a business or industry considering expansion with no previous 
announcement being made. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:11:57 PM A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded 
by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to go out of closed session. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:12:22 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to return to open session and adopt the 
following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed session as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed 
session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
and  
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WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification 
by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was 
conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which 
this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were 
heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

  
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
8:13:01 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
 Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
 Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
 North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
 Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
 Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
 Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
          
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner (entered meeting at 4:07 p.m.); Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins; North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

 
4:02:05 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:02:08 PM Closed Session – It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call to enter into closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 
Industrial/Business Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or 
industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or 
expanding its facilities in the community, and A.7 Legal – consultation with legal 
counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or 
probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would 
adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body.  Mr. Carter 
asked for consideration to add A.6 Investment of Public Funds and A.3 Land 
Acquisition.  Mr. Call amended his motion to enter into closed session and also 
include A.3 and A.6.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
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5:07:03 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to go out 
of closed session.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None.   
5:09:41 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
5:09:46 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to return to open session 
and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

RESOLUTION 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:10:11 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to work on 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the Town of Marion for the progression of a 
CDA as discussed during closed session and authorize the County Administrator to 
sign the document.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:10:53 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton gave the invocation and 
Michelle Clayton, County Attorney, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
5:12:09 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to adopt 
the agenda and additional agenda.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:12:28 PM A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve the minutes 
of the March 5 and March 28, 2013 meetings. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
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AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:12:51 PM Financial Status – Mr. Charlie Atkins informed the Board, per the 
report from the Treasurer’s Office, there were sufficient funds in the bank for the 
requested appropriations. 
5:13:15 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $6,475,000.00 for the 
General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:  
 
  General Fund:  
  
  General County $2,300,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (Apr. 10 – 30, 2013) $315,000.00  
   (May 1 – 14, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
  Schools – Operating Fund $3,800,000.00 
  
   Total General Fund $6,475,000.00 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:13:51 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to approve $260,000.00 
for the School Debt and Capital Outlay appropriation. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:14:06 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve 
$1,000,000.00 for the School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:14:21 PM It was moved by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, seconded 
by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $1,241.73 for the 
Animal Damage Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:14:37 PM It was moved by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve $129,067.01 
for the Courthouse Project appropriation. 
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After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS: North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:15:00 PM It was moved by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve 
$1,566,207.69 for the accounts payable listing appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
5:15:34 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:15:39 PM Roland Williams, Interim Director of the Free Clinic, asked the Board to 
consider the Clinic’s budget request submitted to the County for the coming year.  
He stated the Clinic provides $2 million dollars in healthcare services to citizens of 
the County and all the providers work at no charge.  
5:17:23 PM Earl McClure, Chilhowie, suggested the Board open up a two way 
exchange with citizens during citizen’s time.  He also stated the County’s debt is 
approaching $100 million dollars and one way to save money would be to get rid of 
the zoning ordinance and restore savings to the citizens. 
5:19:50 PM Shirley Little, Chilhowie, spoke on the proposed farmer’s market in 
Chilhowie.  She stated she has talked with people in Chilhowie and nobody knew 
anything about it.  According to Ms. Little, the Mayor and Town Manager said people 
knew about it but they didn’t.  The residents don’t want loud music and why build 
eighteen units for three or four farmers.  There is no need to go in debt when the 
park needs attention. 
5:22:22 PM Charles Wassum, Marion, read an excerpt from the Virginia Constitution.  
He noted that, according to the Constitution, government entities serve the public.  
He also discussed the public private transportation act.  
5:25:56 PM Tom Bishop, Chilhowie, had questions on the Town of Chilhowie’s 
request to change the deed for a farmer’s market.  Mr. Bishop stated he was a 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:15:00&quot;?Data=&quot;75ad48c0&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:15:34&quot;?Data=&quot;7c5bad39&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:15:39&quot;?Data=&quot;8e3175e4&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:17:23&quot;?Data=&quot;2e259618&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:19:50&quot;?Data=&quot;3f5c39fd&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:22:22&quot;?Data=&quot;072ee8c9&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Apr-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:25:56&quot;?Data=&quot;7795545f&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013 

 

7 
 

member of the Board of Supervisors when the County deeded the property to the 
Town.  The deed included a 99 year restriction for green space use on the property.  
Mr. Bishop questioned how, if the County gave the property to the Town in good 
faith with restrictions, can the terms of the contract legally be changed from what 
was agreed to at that time?  Mrs. Clayton stated the 99 year clause is a protection 
put into the lease so there would have to be discussion by the Board before the 
property was built on, but the County absolutely has the right to change the deed.  
Mr. Bishop noted the community is voicing their opinion against infringing on the 
green space; it is not appropriate.  There are other places for a farmer’s market 
down by the river or behind the old high school. 
5:29:45 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s 
time. 
5:29:50 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Mike Leake from UniFirst in Atkins.  The 
company is a small business that is part of a larger company headquartered in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
5:30:58 PM Mr. Leake thanked the Board for allowing him to speak.  UniFirst in 
Atkins is one branch of 185 service facilities that provides uniforms and manages 
floor care and restroom programs.  The company started in 1995 in Lynchburg and 
this branch has been located in Atkins for 13 years.  The Atkins location currently 
employs 21 people.  The future looks bright for the company and they are happy to 
be in Atkins. 
5:32:39 PM Suzy Jennings gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Smyth County 
Foundation and its activities over the past few years. 
 
Chairman Blevins called a 10 minute recess. 
 
5:58:44 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order and opened the 
public hearing. 
5:58:55 PM Public Hearing – To Consider Amendments to Sections of the Smyth 
County Comprehensive Plan – Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as 
published in the Smyth County News and Messenger: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS OF 
THE SMYTH COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

  
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013, at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter, to receive public 
input on and consider a comprehensive update of the Smyth County 
Comprehensive Plan (“Plan”).  The public hearing will be held at the Board 
of Supervisors Meeting Room in the Smyth County Office Building located 
at 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia 24354.  This update is undertaken to 
assure compliance with Code of Virginia Section 15.2-2230 which requires 
that comprehensive plans be reviewed and updated on a regular basis. The 
Plan serves as a general guide for decisions about future land development 
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and facility development.  It contains goals for long range development as 
well as objectives for implementing the goals.  Draft changes have been 
made to the text, policies and maps. 
  
Updates to the following Chapters were made: 1) Environment; 2) 
Population and Housing; 3) Economy; 4) Land Use; 5) Public Facilities and 
Services; 6) Transportation; and 7) Quality of Life.  The updates include 
data from the Census Bureau, VEC, VDOT and other local sources.  A 
Transportation Improvements Map and Broadband Map were added; as 
well as; new or revised strategies.  There have been no amendments or 
changes to this proposed Comprehensive Plan since the last public hearing 
held on May 8, 2012.  
  
Copies of the proposed plan and maps are available for inspection in the 
Smyth County Administrator’s Office at the address given above, Monday – 
Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and online at Smyth County’s website: 
www.smythcounty.org.  All are encouraged to view the proposed plan and 
maps and attend the public hearing.  At the hearing, persons may make 
comments regarding the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendment, 
subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County. If you have any questions, please contact Clegg Williams, Zoning 
Administrator, by telephone at (276) 783-3298 x227 or by e-mail 
at zoning@smythcounty.org. 
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring 
special assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact 
the Smyth County ADA Coordinator at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty 
eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 

  
Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 

Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
 
6:02:11 PM Mr. Carter read the rules for public hearings. 
6:02:57 PM Rod Blevins commended the Board on working to bring business into 
the County.  It’s overdue and welcome.  He stated that commercial and industrial 
development needs measurable goals on activity for attracting business.  “If you 
can’t measure it, you can’t manage it”.  There needs to be measurable goals on 
contacts with potential businesses to help the Board to say are we doing the right 
thing.  By tracking you can adjust as you go.  The definition of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over and expecting a different outcome. 
6:04:32 PM Earl McClure stated he has reviewed the entire comprehensive plan.  He 
saw a lot of narrative changes, but not changes in strategies or accomplishments.  He 
outlined four elements of a plan – objective, strategy, schedule and accountability.  
Nothing convinces him this is a viable plan.  He mentioned finding 50 objectives and 
130 strategies and the handout he provided shows actions that are supposed to be 
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taken.  He stated the plan shows in 2005 there were 136 families in the County with 
outside toilets and eight years later it’s still in the plan so he questions what has 
been done about this.  Mr. McClure also discussed water contamination and water 
testing.  He appreciates the work going into the plan, but it lacks commitment from 
the County. 
6:09:57 PM Billy Robbins, Saltville, had questions concerning the subdivision 
ordinance.  Mr. Robbins stated he had completed a survey for Dean Fullen and 
presented the plat to the Building and Zoning Department for signature and it was 
not signed based on a letter from John Tate’s office concerning new versus existing 
right of ways.  Mrs. Clayton explained this letter was produced by Mr. Tate defining 
right of ways and could not be released due to attorney-client privilege between the 
County Attorney and the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Robbins stated his 
interpretation of the letter was putting a stronghold on a parcel of land that is not a 
state maintained road.  Mrs. Clayton noted the Planning Commission is working on 
the subdivision ordinance, but without right of way laws roads could be built 
anywhere that aren’t maintained properly.  Mr. Robbins questioned how an 
ordinance can be abided by if it is not placed where the public can view it.  Mrs. 
Clayton stated she would be happy to talk with Mr. Robbins and Mr. Fullen in more 
detail, but this time has been designated as a public hearing pertaining to the 
comprehensive plan. 
6:16:02 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public 
hearing. 
6:16:12 PM John Neel, Gay and Neel Engineering, provided an update on the 
Groseclose sewer project.  Mr. Neel reported there have been both opportunities 
and constraints in the project so far, but the opportunities outweigh the constraints.  
Mr. Neel reviewed the status of the permitting process and the project’s budget up 
to this point. At the December 11, 2012 Board meeting, $47,325 was allocated to 
begin the project and $19,925 of that money remains.  Gay and Neel is requesting a 
reallocation of those remaining funds to be used for expenses related to meeting 
NEPA requirements.  A sewer line will have to be put across 81 and a water line 
down Conover Lane so there would be $50,000 additional money in design fees 
along with additional construction cost.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner asked if this item would go through the water and sewer committee 
and Mr. Simpson stated yes, the task order would go before that committee but he 
wanted to make the full Board aware of the situation.  The water and sewer 
committee will be meeting next week to discuss and will bring a recommendation 
back to the Board for consideration. 
6:28:46 PM Dr. Mike Robinson, School Superintendent, presented information on 
the 2013-2014 school budget.  The School Board reviewed the information last night 
and approved the document to come before Board of Supervisors tonight.  Dr. 
Robinson explained that, for the first time in eight years, enrollment numbers are up 
and that impacts the school’s budget by bringing in additional revenue.  He thanked 
the Board for approving those extra funds earlier this year to be spent toward bus 
replacement and teacher incentives.  This year’s enrollment numbers are expected 
to be lower, but enrollment this year has maintained throughout the year from 
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September 30th until now.   The General Assembly provided a 2% salary increase 
this year for staff which localities would provide half.  Federal funding is showing a 
significant decrease.  Stimulus money will be lost and sequestration has also hurt 
funding.  There is an increase in other funds due to money generated from food 
service indirect cost and dual enrollment credits.  The school is requesting 115% of 
the required local effort from localities.  Smyth County schools have a hard time 
competing with Washington and Wythe Counties along with the city of Bristol.  VRS 
rates have increased along with health insurance cost and employees are seeing less 
in take home pay.  Dr. Robinson thanked the Board for their consideration and said 
the school will manage the budget conservatively, spend wisely and work 
cooperatively with the County.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked 
about the number of schools being operated next year and Dr. Robinson answered 
there was no change for next year, but depending on funding and costs the following 
year some drastic measures would have to be considered.  No student programs 
have been ended, but that along with school consolidation will have to be looked at 
next year if things don’t improve.  Mr. Carter asked the Board for consideration of 
setting a public hearing for the 2013-2014 school budget on May 14, 2013 at 6:00 
p.m.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to set the public 
hearing.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:40:19 PM Chairman Blevins recognized Chilhowie Boy Scout Troop 78 in 
attendance at this evening’s meeting.  
6:41:01 PM Chairman Blevins called a brief recess. 
6:43:56 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
6:44:03 PM In consideration of the public hearing held on March 12, 2013 
concerning the Town of Chilhowie’s request for deed modifications to allow for 
placement of a farmer’s market permanent structure on the former County owned 
property bounded by Chilhowie Street and North Pine Avenue, Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion requesting the Town of Chilhowie 
conduct a public hearing and get citizen input on the matter.  He asked the Town to 
make a definite decision on how they wish to proceed and then report back to the 
Board.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
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AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:45:20 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the Planning Commission recommendations from 
the March 28, 2013 joint meeting.  On a motion by Mr. Venable, seconded by Mrs. 
Harris, the Planning Commission recommends approving  Mr. Thweatt’s application 
to add “Mini-Warehouse” through Special Use Permit in the Industrial District with 
the following vote:  Ayes – 7 (Venable, Davidson, Wassum, Sparks, Pugh, Harris and 
Frazier).  A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to approve the Planning 
Commission recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Frazier, seconded by Mr. Davidson, the Planning Commission 
recommends approving Mr. Gollehon’s application for a Map Amendment to rezone 
Lot 7 of Deer Run Development Subdivision on Chestnut Ridge Road from 
Residential to Agricultural/Rural. Mr. Davidson seconded the motion with the 
following vote:  Ayes – 7 (Venable, Davidson, Wassum, Sparks, Pugh, Harris and 
Frazier).  A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve the Planning 
Commission recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:47:24 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the aid to localities allocations as requested by 
Shannon Williams, 911 coordinator.  The following allocations were considered for 
disbursement:  
 

Agency Disbursement Amount 
Atkins Fire Department $11,374.83 
Adwolfe Fire Department $11,374.83 
Nebo Fire Department $11,374.84 
Sugar Grove Fire Department $11,374.84 
Chilhowie Fire Department $4,174.83 
Saltville Fire Department $4,174.83 

 
These disbursements total $53,849.00.  Mr. Carter asked, if approved for payment, 
that the checks be held for Mr. Williams until additional information is received 
from the entities.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
approve the disbursements.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
6:51:17 PM Con Smith, Chairman of the Smyth-Washington Regional Industrial 
Facilities Authority, presented the 2012 SWIFA Annual Report.  SWIFA is moving 
forward and hopes the economy will improve and industry will also move forward.  
Prospects and inquiries come along, including some this year, and SWIFA offers the 
best they can.  SWIFA hopes to continue the partnership with the County as there is 
strength in numbers.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins had some 
questions about the budget numbers included in the annual report and Mr. Smith 
stated that Mount Rogers Planning District Commission prepared that information 
and he would follow up with them concerning the profit and loss performance 
numbers.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins also had questions about 
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any people on salary with SWIFA.  Mr. Smith explained that the workforce training 
program used to be included as part of SWIVA but that has since changed and 
moved into entity of its own.  Mr. Smith extended an invitation to the Board to 
attend the SWIFA meetings and drive through the park and look around. 
6:59:17 PM Mrs. Morgan presented a letter from BVU requesting support for 
extension of their service area.  There are currently 62 BVU customers in Smyth 
County, but BVU is not allowed to provide cable outside their electric service area.  
The letter is addressed to Lt. Governor Bill Bolling, who heads up the Governor’s 
Rural Jobs Council, and requests support of legislation allowing BVU to provide 
cable TV throughout its internet service territory.  Kyle Hollifield, BVU, stated 
broadband is critical for economic development and this would allow another 
provider of internet for the home and provide for more competition in this area.  In 
order for BVU’s business model to work, they have to be able to provide video/cable 
TV to customers in the service area.  This is not allowed in Commonwealth because 
it’s not specifically outlined in the law and BVU wants to amend the law allowing 
them to offer video in all eight counties within their electronic footprint area.  It 
would also allow broadband introspect in underserved areas of the Commonwealth.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if BVU supplied electricity in 
Smyth County and Mr. Hollifield stated no, their electricity is controlled by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority as part of a 20 year contract.  Mrs. Morgan noted that 
Dr. Robinson is on the Governor’s Rural Jobs Council.  North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve the letter of support for BVU.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
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NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:07:31 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call presented requests from the 
Saltville VFW for four bridge dedications of fallen soldiers from the Vietnam War.  
He has discussed this with the highway department and it’s a simple request for 
them to do but there are proper paperwork channels that have to be completed.  
Supervisor Call feels it’s the least we could do for someone who sacrificed their life 
for what we are able to do today.  Mr. Carter identified the names of the fallen 
soldiers and the bridges requested for dedication – Cedar Branch Bridge, Blake 
Wiley Farris, Jr.; Broadford Bridge, Herbert Alanson Frye; Beaver Creek Bridge, Troy 
Ray Hayden; Rich Valley Bridge, Robert Keith Worley.  Mr. Carter reminded the 
Board that, according to Virginia Code Section 33.1-12(4), the cost of producing and 
placing the signs must be paid by the County in which they are located.  VDOT will 
maintain the signs. Once the formal resolutions have been done, VDOT’s 
maintenance department will review the request and install the signs and bill the 
locality for any associated costs, if approved by the Transportation Board.  North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked about the cost of the signs and Mr. 
Carter stated that, per Juanita Wells at VDOT, the cost is $150 for two signs placed at 
each end of the structure.  The total cost for the four bridges would be $600.  
Supervisor Call stated he had discussed this with the VFW and if the locality is 
unable to pay Mr. Call will pay for the signs himself.  North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve the four resolutions in support of the 
bridge dedications and begin the paperwork process with VDOT for approval.  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion.  Supervisor Call 
asked about signs presented to the families for the dedications and stated he would 
personally pay the cost for those signs.  Mr. Carter explained there would be a 
dedication ceremony at the bridges.  Supervisor Call said he would make sure the 
families get the signs. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:15:39 PM Mrs. Clayton referenced a tower license agreement for a tower on Flat 
Top Mountain owned by the County.  The Tazewell County Sheriff’s Office has 
requested a license to put equipment on the tower for a fee.  This agreement would 
allow them to do that and give the County protection.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve the tower license agreement.  North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:16:42 PM Mrs. Clayton provided additional information on the Public Private 
Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act.  PPEA would be used as a tool for 
economic development allowing the County to accept proposals as opposed to going 
out for RFP on economic development issues.  PPEA is geared more toward 
education, but covers any type of development for public use.  In a lot of cases, 
companies that respond to RFP’s are selected based on lowest price even if someone 
else is a better choice.  By adopting a resolution supporting the PPEA, a private 
company could solicit a project through PPEA and then come to the County with all 
the details.  This way, the cost is shifted to the private sector.  Since the County is 
focused on economic development, this would be a tool for us to open the door and 
let other people know that we have this.  Mr. Simpson noted that any unsolicited 
plan that is received would have to be evaluated, but the County would have to 
advertise that an unsolicited bid was received and open it up for other bids to come 
in.  It reduces cost and puts the risk on the builder and accelerates the timeframe.  
He believes it could be advantageous, but not right for every situation.  North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked about any known problems related to PPEA 
projects and stated he would like more time to look into it deeper before voting; he 
doesn’t want to jump into something we’re not sure about it.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated he would like to table this matter until there’s 
more information received.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner 
stated he appreciates looking into different avenues.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
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Regina H. Davidson wanted to make sure the County is not locked into doing this; 
“it’s just another avenue and we can always fall back to the other”.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked if we receive an unsolicited proposal then 
there is an advertising requirement for other bids; no deal can be cut or proposals 
come in and we just do it.  Mrs. Clayton answered if the County likes the proposal 
then they would advertise for other bids and bring it back before the Board.  Mr. 
Carter asked Mrs. Clayton if there needed to be a public hearing to consider a project 
and Mrs. Clayton said no public hearing is necessary to approve a project.  North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to table this matter until next 
month to study more.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:36:52 PM Mr. Carter presented a resolution supporting Mount Rogers Planning 
District Commission as an indoor plumbing rehabilitation regional sub-recipient.   
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to the resolution of 
support.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson seconded the motion.   
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
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Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
Supervisor Call stated that the Mount Rogers Planning District Commission has a 
good program for indoor plumbing rehab and any citizen without indoor plumbing 
should contact them for more information. 
7:39:45 PM Mr. Simpson provided an update on construction taking place in the 
County administration building for ADA compliance.  The contractor has started 
work in the evenings doing demolition of restrooms.  They are being completely 
gutted and put back three at a time.  The first three bathrooms are 50-60% complete 
and should be finished next week.  There are eight bathrooms in the building that 
need to be redone.  There are also door corrections in the Building Inspection area 
and handicapped parking upgrades at that same end of the building.  Plans and 
specs begin tomorrow at the Library on the bathrooms and parking lot upgrades.  
All work on these two buildings should be completed by June.  Bids will go out soon 
for the ADA upgrades at the Animal Shelter, Solid Waste, Health Department, 
Konnarock and Riverside Community Centers and the contracts will be awarded 
prior to adopting the final budget for next year. 
7:42:41 PM Mr. Simpson reported that sewer relocation work at the Courthouse has 
begun and is about 30% complete on Main Street.  Work will move to Park, Strother 
and Church Streets as it progresses, but the traffic impact on Main Street should be 
finished the end of next week.  The lower level of the Courthouse has been gutted 
with holding cells built back in.  Utility reconnection to the building is being 
coordinated with AEP, Centurylink and the gas company to bring the utilities in on 
the side of the building.  The contractor is on schedule and plans to have the holding 
cells ready the first of next week to free up the jail facility for any abatement and 
begin the demolition.  Mr. Simpson reported that phase one should be 100% 
complete by the middle of July. 
7:45:29 PM Arthur Barker, Smyth County Sheriff’s Office, provided information to 
the Board about a DCJS grant being handed down for $1.2 million dollars to provide 
for additional school resource officers.  With the recent increase in school violence, 
there is a need for more officers to combat violence and a dedication to keeping 
schools safe.  The Sheriff’s Office is seeking to apply for funding for three more 
positions – one at Oak Point Elementary, one at Northwood Middle and one at either 
Atkins or Sugar Grove.  Mr. Barker is asking for permission from the Board to apply 
for the grant.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
approve applying for the grant and stated there is nothing more precious to keep 
secure than our children.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Carter asks if this would be a salary of $41,000 per position for a total 
of three and Mr. Barker stated it would.  It was noted this request is for the 
application which requires no commitment at this time but, if awarded the grant, 
Mr. Barker will come back and discuss the financial part for the Board to accept or 
deny.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asks if these are 
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matching grants and Mr. Barker stated it would be – the basic salary plus fringe 
benefits x.2178 which is an $8,000 match.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins asks if localities have to sustain the positions after four years with the 
County having to fund the position.  Mr. Barker said the County would have to show 
that it can be, not will be, sustained.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
7:49:38 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a resolution recognizing Black Diamond Search 
and Rescue Council as a first responder agency.  They have been in existence since 
2004 going out for search parties and are in the process of seeking EMS licensing.  
The resolution doesn’t put any liability on the County, but Black Diamond has 
indicated they need approval from the Board to apply for first responder status.  
They are more like “for profit” and the County doesn’t have any line of duty or DERA 
coverage.  Mr. Carter asked about vehicle information and Mrs. Clayton said she 
would follow up, but she doesn’t think they utilize any emergency response 
vehicles; only their own vehicles for personal use.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson stated that we have great EMS services in our area, but they are 
not trained to go out in areas such as the Appalachian Trail like the Black Diamond 
group.  Mrs. Clayton stated that these responders will only be providing emergency 
treatment in their search area.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
made a motion to approve the resolution of support contingent upon verification of 
the emergency vehicle list.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion.   
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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7:54:18 PM Mr. Carter stated a festival permit had been received from Atkins Fire 
Department for the Crowe Festival in Atkins on June 15, 2013 (rain date June 22, 
2013).  All of the information required by the ordinance to go along with the 
application has been provided along with an estimate of 200 people expected to 
attend.  A check for the application fee was included, but Mr. Carter asks for 
consideration of an exemption for the amount of the check.  Mr. Carter asked Mrs. 
Clayton to check on what exemptions may apply and he also asks the Board for 
consideration of setting a public hearing on May 14, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to set the public hearing for 
the Crowe Festival application.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded 
the motion.  Mr. Carter noted at the May 14th meeting he will ask the Board to 
consider waiving the rules to allow for ample time for advertising for the festival. 
7:58:04 PM John Patterson, General Manager of American Wood Fibers in Seven 
Mile Ford, asked to be taken off the agenda. 
7:58:17 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board to consider setting a public hearing for the 
County budget on May 14th at 6:15 p.m. for consideration at the June 11th Board 
meeting.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked if the proposed budget 
would be received by the Board in advance of that meeting for review.  Mr. Carter 
stated they would be distributed to the Board before the end of April.  North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to set the public hearing.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
8:00:04 PM Under Old Business, North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins gave 
a reminder about the public meeting scheduled for Monday, April 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
at Northwood Middle School to receive citizen input on a request from the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation for designation of a special project area. 
8:00:55 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked about the status of 
meeting with the new Town Manager concerning the Town of Marion’s request for a 
boundary line adjustment.  Mr. Carter stated the initial priority has been working on 
the information discussed during closed session.  Mr. Carter asked that this matter 
be continued for at least another month. 
8:01:44 PM Supervisor Comment Time – Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson had nothing.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins had nothing.  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins had nothing. Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton wished Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
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Dishner a happy birthday.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call thanked the 
Board for approving the resolutions for the bridge dedications in Saltville.   
8:02:22 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:  Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner (entered meeting at 5:05 p.m.); Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins; North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Christy Bise (7) 

OTHERS PRESENT: Dr. Michael Robinson, Smyth County School 
Superintendent; Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth 
County News and Messenger; Renss Greene, Smyth 
County News and Messenger; approximately 75 
citizens 

 
4:02:55 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:02:58 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins to enter into closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 
Industrial/Business Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or 
industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or 
expanding its facilities in the community.  Mrs. Clayton stated she had nothing under 
A.7 Legal.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
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4:13:16 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to go out 
of closed session.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
4:13:27 PM Chairman Blevins called a 45 minute recess. 
4:59:28 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
4:59:38 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call to return to open session 
and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
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Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
4:59:59 PM Heather Street, IT Department, gave the invocation and led the pledge of 
allegiance. 
5:00:52 PM Chairman Blevins welcomed all those in attendance. 
5:00:58 PM A motion was made by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to adopt the 
agenda and additional agenda as presented. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:01:20 PM A motion was made by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve the minutes 
of the April 9, 2013 meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:01:44 PM Financial Status Charlie Atkins reported that, per an e-mail from the 
Treasurer’s Office on May 8th, there was $8.2 million dollars available at the end of 
April which is sufficient to cover this month’s appropriations.  Mr. Atkins also noted 
that he received word Moody’s upgraded the County’s bond issues from an aa3 to an 
aa2 which is a positive step. 
5:02:46 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $5,510,000.00 for the 
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General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:  
 
 General Fund:  
  
  General County $1,350,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (May 15 – 31, 2013) $300,000.00  
   (June 1 – 11, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
  Schools – Operating Fund $3,800,000.00 
  
   Total General Fund $5,510,000.00 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:03:27 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $700,000.00 for the 
School Textbook Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:03:46 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $300,000.00 for the 
School Debt and Capital Outlay Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:03:57 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $500,000.00 for the 
School Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:04:13 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $195.77 for the Animal 
Damage Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:04:30 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $2,209.80 for the IDA 
Fund 4 appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:04:49 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to approve $213,200.91 for the 
Courthouse Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
5:05:12 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner enters the meeting. 
5:05:18 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $34,089.96 for the Lick 
Skillet Housing Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:05:34 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $755,670.68 for the 
accounts payable listing. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
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ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:06:25 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Robert Smith and Lori Ringley from U.S. 
Solutions call center located in Marion, Virginia.   
5:07:16 PM Ms. Smith thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak.  U.S. 
Solutions started in Bristol, Tennessee in November 2001 with eight employees and 
they now employee 500 employees at that site.  The Marion site opened during the 
3rd quarter of 2006 and is currently operating at capacity with up to 150 employees.  
The center handles calls primarily for Fed Ex, a customer since the late 1990’s, 
related to billing, scheduling pick-ups, shipping and handling escalated issues.    U.S. 
Solutions’ goal is to keep the Marion site running at capacity and they have their 
next training class for new hires scheduled in August.  Mr. Smith noted that 
everyone with the company starts out as agent to grow their career path and 95% of 
promotions are from within the company.  
5:09:22 PM Mr. Simpson reported on manhole leaks in the Green Hill area caused by 
the recent rains.  The leaks created infiltrations into the sewer system and instead of 
sending 20,000–30,000 gallons of sewer a day to Chilhowie the groundwater 
infiltration caused in excess of 1,000,000 gallons per day being sent.  Emergency 
repairs were done to the manholes by a company out of Richmond.  The County 
repaired eighteen manholes and the Town of Chilhowie repaired two.  The County’s 
cost of the repair totaled $27,000 and can be covered through an internal transfer 
within the water and sewer budget and establishing a new line item.  The 
breakdown of the transactions would be as follows: 
 
Transfer from: 
 
501-085020-0102 $18,200   Water Purchases – Town of Marion – Atkins 
501-085060-0001 $6,700   Capital Projects – Burgess/Goodpasture 
501-085060-0010 $2,100    Capital Projects – Hwy. 107 Sewer 

 
Establish new line item and transfer to: 
 
501-085060-0015 $27,000    Manhole Leak Repairs 

 
Mr. Simpson noted there was no time for the water and sewer committee to meet 
since this was an emergency situation and County administration made the decision 
to repair the manholes.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a 
motion to transfer the money to compensate for the manhole repairs.  Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:13:18 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:13:54 PM Wilson Leonard, Chilhowie, Smyth County representative and Chairman 
of the Smyth-Wythe Airport Commission, presented information on the upcoming 
Wythe County Board of Supervisors’ public hearing for consideration of 
withdrawing financial support to the airport commission effective June 30, 2014.  
Mr. Wilson gathered data to brief that Board at the meeting on May 28th at 9:00 a.m. 
on why they shouldn’t, and legally can’t, withdraw with one year’s notice.  The 
agreement between the Counties of Smyth and Wythe along with the Towns of 
Marion and Wytheville dates back to 1958 and for the past 55 years the two towns 
and two counties have worked together without conflict and the airport has grown 
to where it is today.  Mr. Leonard provided information on the economic impact the 
airport provides and how it benefits this this area as well as the state.  It is currently 
used by business jets, life flights, mercy flights, the highway patrol, forestry service 
for spraying, mapping and aerial survey services outside of business along with 
occasional use by the military.  Mr. Leonard noted that, as of May 2013, there is $6.5 
million dollars outstanding from the airport in grants and funding that is on a 20-
year amortization schedule.  If an airport that receives those funds closes, the 
airport has to pay back that outstanding amount.  Mr. Leonard said this information 
will be presented to the Wythe County Board of Supervisors at the public hearing on 
the 28th. 
5:27:03 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s 
time. 
5:27:13 PM Ron Thomason, Smyth County Tourism Association, presented 
information to the Board on tourism information that is being presented on behalf 
of the County.  The tourism initiative is being promoted at conventions and trade 
shows and has been generating a lot of interest.  Mr. Thomason reported tourism 
expenditures for the County are up 8.1% in 2011 over 2010 with the state average 
being an increase of 7–7.5%.  Lodging and excise tax were also up along with the 
food tax.  Numbers are being driven up thanks to the informative website and the 
money being given to the Tourism Association by the Towns and the County that is 
used toward marketing Smyth County’s tourism.  Mr. Thomason highlighted tourism 
opportunities throughout the County, further stating there are a tremendous 
number of assets in Smyth County to be proud of.   Mr. Bob Lincoln addressed the 
Board on how promotion of the “Back of the Dragon” motorcycle venue attracts 
visitors to the area who use that event as a starting place and then discover other 
places they can go in the area.  Mr. Thomason discussed a potential project to create 
a lookout on Walker Mountain similar to the one in Saltville that will need financial 
support in the future.  He stated that “people who come to the County spend money 
and create revenue dollars”; “we need economic development in the County”.  Mr. 
Thomason commended the Board on the liquor by the drink legislation because that 
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will drive economic development.  He expressed concern about lack of funding to 
the Lincoln Theatre, Song of the Mountains and the Crooked Road because those 
organizations would drive statistics to get motels and restaurants in the area.  He 
encouraged the Board to rethink this funding because it will affect not just Smyth 
County but the surrounding counties as well.   He stated “You will only be successful 
if you work together” and that will be critical in order for the exit 47 initiative to 
succeed.  Mr. Thomason asked the Board to also reconsider the Tourism’s funding 
request of $4.25 per capita.  The towns of Marion and Saltville have agreed to fund 
at that level and this money is needed to continue promoting the County’s tourism.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson noted she was recently in Florida 
and had a conversation with some people there about the “Back of the Dragon” 
events in our area.  Mr. Thomason reported the next “Back of the Dragon” event in 
Smyth County is scheduled for October 5th.  It is a one day rally, but generates 
months of business.  
5:56:12 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated he thinks there are 
some ways in the budget to come up with more funding for tourism, but it would 
have to approved by the full Board.  He stated that “in order to make money, you 
have to spend money”. 
5:57:36 PM Mr. Carter reviewed a request from the Art League of Marion concerning 
the Hungry Mother Festival signs placed in Seven Mile Ford and Atkins to advertise 
the festival.  The League is asking the Board to recognize these as “official signs” to 
meet VDOT regulations.  Mr. Carter noted this request comes before the Board each 
year and there is no cost to the County; the League takes care of everything.  Vice 
Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to recognize the 
signs belonging to the Art League as “official signs” to advertise the upcoming 
Hungry Mother Festival.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:00:02 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing for the FY13-14 Smyth 
County School Board budget.  
6:00:17 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SMYTH COUNTY SCHOOL BUDGET  

FOR FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING 
July 1, 2013– June 30, 2014 

On May 14, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

This budget synopsis is prepared and published in accordance with Section 15.2-2506 and 22.1-
93, of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended.  The budget has been prepared and proposed 
on the basis of estimates made by the Smyth County School Board.  The adoption of this 
proposed budget shall require a monthly appropriation by the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors as required in Section 15.2-2506 for any contemplated expenditures. 
  
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a hearing for the purpose of receiving 
public comment on the proposed School Board budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013.  
The public hearing will be held in the Board of Supervisors meeting room, 121 Bagley Circle, 
Smyth County Office Building on May 14, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Subject to the rules and procedures of the Board of Supervisors, at the above-mentioned day, 
time, and place any citizen of Smyth County may appear and express their opinion(s). 
 
A full copy of the proposed Smyth County School Board budget is on file at the Office of the 
County Administrator, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia, and may be viewed during 
regular business hours 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to 
attend and participate in the public hearing should contact Clegg Williams, ADA Coordinator for 
Smyth County, at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the public hearing. 
 

By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
Michael Carter, County Administrator 

 
Smyth County School Board 

Operations Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2014 
 

Revenue Summary for Operations Budget  
  2012-2013  2013-2014 Difference 
State Revenue $  25,720,608 $  26,280,584 $     559,976 
Local Revenue $    7,696,986 $    8,011,575 $     314,589 
Federal Revenue $    6,377,860 $    5,295,987 $  (1,081,873) 
State Sales Tax $    4,332,117 $    4,590,628 $     258,511 
Other Revenue $    2,035,482 $    2,158,402 $     122,920 
TOTAL OPERATIONS  $  46,163,053 $  46,337,176 $     174,123 
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Expenditure Summary for Operations Budget  
  2012-2013 2013-2014 Difference 
Instruction $  33,888,131 $       33,912,629 $          24,498 
Administration $    1,571,564 $         1,602,304 $          30,740 
Transportation  $    2,241,571 $         2,256,299 $          14,728 
Facilities $    4,277,698 $         4,252,996 $         (24,702) 
Food Service $    2,912,393 $         3,033,210 $         120,817 
Technology $    1,271,696 $         1,279,738 $            8,042 
TOTAL OPERATIONS  $  46,163,053 $       46,337,176 $         174,123 

 
Smyth County School Board 

 Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget For the Year Ending June 30, 2014 
 

Revenue Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget  
  2012-2013 2013-2014 Difference 
Local Funds - Capital Outlay $     185,138 $     185,138 $                - 
Local Funds - Debt Service $   1,797,296 $   1,781,221 $      (16,075) 
Other Funds – Interest Rebate $     403,750 $     487,113 $       83,363 
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY  $   2,386,184 $   2,453,472 $       67,288 

 
Expenditure Summary for Capital Outlay and Debt Service Budget  

  2012-2013   2013-2014 Difference 
Capital Outlay – Facilities $     185,138 $     185,138 $                - 
Capital Outlay - Debt Service $   2,201,046 $   2,268,334 $       67,288 
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY $   2,386,184 $   2,453,472 $       67,288 

 
6:04:18 PM Mr. Carter read the rules for public hearings. 
6:05:26 PM Charles Buchanan, North Fork District, stated he was speaking as a 
grandfather and as a School Board representative.  He noted it was a challenging 
year to balance the budget and commended the School Board staff on their hard 
work.  He said some hard and life affecting decisions had to be made and other 
Counties are facing the same choices.  It was also more difficult this year because the 
School Board was blindsided by an 18% increase in health insurance for employees 
which figured into a $375,000 shortfall that wasn’t planned.  The School Board was 
able to overcome that and present a balanced budget.  Mr. Buchanan appealed to the 
Board that full funding this year at 115% from the County is necessary in order to 
make things happen for kids in Smyth County because they are our future.  
6:09:40 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public 
hearing. 
6:09:45 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board’s consideration to vote on this matter.  Dr. 
Robinson indicated a decision by the Board prior to May 31, 2013 would be 
acceptable so the Board agreed by consensus to vote on this item at their continued 
meeting on May 23, 2013. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:04:18&quot;?Data=&quot;6622749a&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:05:26&quot;?Data=&quot;efab1a39&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:09:40&quot;?Data=&quot;06a54676&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:09:45&quot;?Data=&quot;317bb644&quot;
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6:10:34 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked Dr. Robinson about 
any strings that might be attached to implementing federal funding.  Dr. Robinson 
said he had researched the matter and found nothing related to Title 1 and 6b funds 
attached to working with disadvantaged children.  He further noted that, at the 
federal level, most programs that require a match have been eliminated.  Any 
funding requiring a match has been accommodated in the budget.  Supervisor 
Blevins also asked if it is worth the cost to implement the programs versus the 
11.48% that we are receiving from the federal government; i.e. “are we better off 
without the money and doing things on their own?”  Dr. Robinson stated this answer 
has been debated in the past and the cost to the County is relatively small compared 
to the amount of funding received.   
6:13:28 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing for the FY13-14 Smyth 
County proposed budget. 
6:13:35 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED SMYTH COUNTY BUDGET FOR FISCAL  
YEAR JULY 1, 2013 - JUNE 30, 2014 

MAY 14, 2013 at 6:15 P.M. 

          This budget synopsis is prepared and published for informative and fiscal planning purposes only. The  
inclusion in the budget for any item does not constitute an obligation or commitment on the part of the  
Board of Supervisors of this county to appropriate any funds for that purpose, except as it relates to the  
budget for the Smyth County School Board, which is governed by §22.1-93, et Seq. 

  
          This budget has been prepared on the basis of estimates and requests submitted to the Board of Super- 
visors by several offices and department heads of this County. There is no allocation or designation of 
any 
funds of this County for any purpose until there has been an appropriation for that purpose by the Board 
of Supervisors.  

        
          A hearing will be conducted by the Board of Supervisors on the budget for informative and planning  
purposes in the Board of Supervisors meeting room, 121 Bagley Circle, Smyth County Office Building on  
Tuesday, May 14, 2013, at 6:15 p.m., or soon thereafter, at which time any citizen of the County shall  
have the right to attend and subject to Rules and Procedures of the Board of Supervisors state his or her 
views.  The budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes and will not be approved, adopted or  
ratified by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, May 14, 2013. 

    
          A full copy of the proposed Smyth County Budget is on file at the Office of the County Administrator, 121  
Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia, and may be viewed during regular business hours 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday. 

       
            

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:10:34&quot;?Data=&quot;f372863c&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:13:28&quot;?Data=&quot;99cf5122&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:14:13&quot;?Data=&quot;2a86bff4&quot;
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SMYTH COUNTY BUDGET 

    
          
     

FY/2013 
 

 Proposed  
  

 
Revenue 

   
Budget 

 
 FY/2014  

 
 Inc./Dec.  

          
Real Property Taxes 

   
$10,198,000 

 

     
10,398,000  

 

        
200,000  

Public Services 
   

              
810,000  

 

          
950,000  

 

        
140,000  

Personal Property 
   

          
2,638,640  

 

       
2,622,500  

 

         
(16,140) 

PPTRA 
    

          
1,804,310  

 

       
1,804,310  

 

                      
-  

Machinery & Tools 
   

          
1,512,500  

 

       
1,567,600  

 

           
55,100  

Merchants Capital 
   

              
187,500  

 

          
197,500  

 

           
10,000  

Lodging Tax 
   

                
55,015  

 

             
60,000  

 

             
4,985  

Penalties & Interest 
   

              
240,000  

 

          
275,000  

 

           
35,000  

Franchise Fees TV Cable 
  

                  
4,500  

 

               
4,500  

 

                      
-  

Motor Vehicle License 
   

              
255,800  

 

          
263,800  

 

             
8,000  

Rolling Stock Tax 
   

                
32,800  

 

             
38,000  

 

             
5,200  

Utility Licenses Tax 
   

              
146,000  

 

             
93,000  

 

         
(53,000) 

Consumer's Utility Tax 
   

          
1,253,000  

 

       
1,203,000  

 

         
(50,000) 

Permits & Other Licenses 
  

              
107,150  

 

          
111,150  

 

             
4,000  

Fines & Forfeitures 
   

              
202,100  

 

          
178,750  

 

         
(23,350) 

Interest on Investments 
  

              
270,250  

 

          
196,000  

 

         
(74,250) 

Use of Property 
   

              
126,074  

 

          
139,074  

 

           
13,000  

Court Cost 
    

                
10,876  

 

               
9,076  

 

           
(1,800) 

Charges for Commonwealth Attorney 
 

                  
2,500  

 

               
3,500  

 

             
1,000  

Charges Correction & Detention 
  

                      
100  

 

                  
100  

 

                      
-  

Charges Sanitation & Waste 
  

              
848,000  

 

          
896,000  

 

           
48,000  

Expenditure Refunds 
   

              
628,279  

 

          
484,949  

 

       
(143,330) 

Miscellaneous Revenue 
  

              
131,000  

 

             
31,500  

 

         
(99,500) 

Grant Money 
   

2,225,000  
 

       
2,230,000  

 

             
5,000  

Revenue from the Commonwealth 
 

              
232,639  

 

          
286,139  

 

           
53,500  

Comprehensive Service Act 
  

              
623,500  

 

          
587,079  

 

         
(36,421) 

Commonwealth Attorney 
  

              
486,071  

 

          
505,878  

 

           
19,807  

Sheriff 
    

          
1,622,250  

 

       
1,647,633  

 

           
25,383  
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Commissioner of the Revenue 
  

              
104,263  

 

          
105,959  

 

             
1,696  

Treasurer 
    

              
102,631  

 

          
104,508  

 

             
1,877  

Registrar/Electoral Board 
  

                
56,563  

 

             
57,694  

 

             
1,131  

Clerk's office 
   

              
301,569  

 

          
322,073  

 

           
20,504  

Local Sales Tax 
   

          
1,950,000  

 

       
2,100,000  

 

        
150,000  

Categorical Aid - Other 
   

              
131,530  

 

             
96,500  

 

         
(35,030) 

Special Assessments 
   

                  
4,900  

 

             
23,650  

 

           
18,750  

Animal Licenses 
   

                
11,500  

 

             
11,500  

 

                      
-  

IDA Funds 
    

              
355,010  

 

          
355,000  

 

                 
(10) 

State School Funds 
   

        
39,828,104  

 

     
38,770,335  

 

   
(1,057,769) 

Board of Welfare -Social Serv 
  

          
3,476,574  

 

       
3,748,741  

 

        
272,167  

Proceeds from 2012 bonds 
  

                           
-  

 

       
9,805,000  

 

     
9,805,000  

School Textbook Revenue 
  

              
615,000  

 

          
429,051  

 

       
(185,949) 

On-Site Wastewater Revenue 
  

                           
-  

 

                        
-  

 

                      
-  

911 Wireless Grants 
   

                
55,008  

 

             
41,008  

 

         
(14,000) 

DEQ-EPA-STAR Grants 
  

                
16,002  

 

                        
-  

 

         
(16,002) 

Pioneer Greenwood Project 
  

              
109,728  

 

             
11,547  

 

         
(98,181) 

Lick Skillet Project 
   

              
425,000  

 

          
400,000  

 

         
(25,000) 

Water-Sewer Revenue 
   

          
1,980,000  

 

       
2,096,400  

 

        
116,400  

Special Projects 
   

              
375,000  

 

          
850,000  

 

        
475,000  

Special Welfare 
   

              
157,620  

 

          
197,200  

 

           
39,580  

Drug Asset Revenue 
   

                
39,006  

 

               
8,000  

 

         
(31,006) 

Sheriff Dare Revenue 
   

                  
8,000  

 

               
7,000  

 

           
(1,000) 

Courthouse Security Revenue 
  

              
125,510  

 

          
126,000  

 

                
490  

Asset Forfeiture 
   

                
24,500  

 

             
27,500  

 

             
3,000  

Revenue from Radar Fines Fund 
  

              
865,000  

 

          
724,000  

 

       
(141,000) 

Revenue from Local Sources (Fund Balance) 
 

1,981,322 
 

       
1,510,788    

       
(470,534) 

         
    

 
Sub-total 

 
  

  

 
79,753,194 

 

     
88,713,492    

     
8,960,298  
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Debt Service  
       

    

         
    

Proceeds From Short term borrowing 
 

5,000,000   
       

5,000,000    
                      

-  

         
    

Sub-total 
    

5,000,000   5,000,000   
                      

-  

         
    

Total County Budget Revenues 
  

$84,753,194  
 

 $ 93,713,492  
 

 $ 8,960,298  

         
    

     
FY/2013 

 
 Proposed  

 
    

 
Expenditures 

  
Budget 

 
 FY/2014  

 
 Inc./Dec.  

         
    

Board of Supervisors 
   

$997,010  
 

$       761,641  
 

$  (235,369) 

County Administration 
   

              
454,774  

 

          
432,363  

 

         
(22,411) 

Legal Department 
   

                
96,618  

 

          
124,582  

 

           
27,964  

Accounting 
   

              
139,827  

 

          
143,287  

 

             
3,460  

Commissioner of the Revenue 
  

              
283,426  

 

          
294,577  

 

           
11,151  

Assessor 
    

              
300,000  

 

             
60,000  

 

       
(240,000) 

 
Treasurer 

    

              
350,882  

 

          
379,060  

 

           
28,178  

Information Systems 
   

              
320,666  

 

          
333,530  

 

           
12,864  

Registrar 
    

              
180,205  

 

          
172,497  

 

           
(7,708) 

Circuit Court 
   

                
65,505  

 

             
76,177  

 

           
10,672  

General District Court 
   

                
11,647  

 

               
6,600  

 

           
(5,047) 

Juvenile & Domestic Courts 
  

              
175,956  

 

          
194,918  

 

           
18,962  

Clerk of the Circuit Court 
  

              
519,691    

          
554,204  

 

           
34,513  

Sheriff 
    

          
2,853,506  

 

       
2,870,514  

 

           
17,008  

Law Library 
   

                  
8,000  

 

             
11,000  

 

             
3,000  

Commonwealth Attorney 
  

              
591,824  

 

          
583,220  

 

           
(8,604) 

Victim Witness Asst. Program 
  

                
56,453  

 

             
57,711  

 

             
1,258  

Central Dispatch 
   

                  
4,500  

 

               
3,500  

 

           
(1,000) 

Smyth County Basic 911 
  

              
755,002  

 

          
537,617  

 

       
(217,385) 

Volunteer Fire Department 
  

              
239,250  

 

          
229,250  

 

         
(10,000) 

Ambulance & Rescue Service 
  

              
165,800  

 

          
129,800  

 

         
(36,000) 

Forestry 
    

                  
9,000  

 

               
9,000  

 

                      
-  

Sheriff - Jail 
   

          
1,434,841  

 

       
1,541,768  

 

        
106,927  
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Building Inspection & Zoning 348,447  370,922  22,475  

Animal Control - Dog Warden 
  

              
385,335  

 

          
411,616  

 

           
26,281  

Medical Examiner - Coroner 
  

                      
500  

 

                  
500  

 

                      
-  

Emergency Services - Civil Defense 
 

                
20,415  

 

             
21,238  

 

                
823  

Refuse Collection & Disposal 
  

          
1,394,408  

 

       
1,446,320  

 

           
51,912  

Convenience Stations 
   

              
304,077  

 

          
330,345  

 

           
26,268  

Rye Valley Water Co. 
   

                
91,988  

 

             
91,988  

 

                      
-  

Smyth County Tourism 
  

                
35,561  

 

             
35,561  

 

                      
-  

Courthouse Maintenance 
  

              
181,196  

 

          
194,051  

 

           
12,855  

Health Department Bldg Main. 
  

                
91,032  

 

             
88,806  

 

           
(2,226) 

County Office Bldg Main. 
  

              
274,601  

 

          
281,349  

 

             
6,748  

Local Health Department 
  

              
441,023  

 

          
441,023  

 

                      
-  

Mental Health 
   

              
207,528  

 

          
166,022  

 

         
(41,506) 

Welfare & Social Services 
  

                  
4,200  

 

               
4,200  

 

                      
-  

 
Other Community expenses 

  

              
225,821  

 

          
256,821  

 

           
31,000  

Community Colleges 
   

                
55,641  

 

             
55,480  

 

               
(161) 

Capital Improvements 
   

                
45,000  

 

     
10,155,000  

 

   
10,110,000  

Recreation 
   

                
29,000  

 

             
29,000  

 

                      
-  

Library Administration 
   

              
926,466  

 

          
947,479  

 

           
21,013  

Planning Commission 
  

                
12,973  

 

             
12,973  

 

                      
-  

Community & Economic Development 
 

              
172,164  

 

          
213,650  

 

           
41,486  

County Engineer 
   

                
15,500  

 

             
10,100  

 

           
(5,400) 

Industrial Development Authority 
  

          
2,349,350  

 

       
2,490,835  

 

        
141,485  

Soil & Water Conservation 
  

                
28,250  

 

             
28,250  

 

                      
-  

Cooperative Extension Program 
  

                
87,234  

 

             
87,234  

 

                      
-  

Comprehensive Service Act 
  

              
857,936  

 

          
811,354  

 

         
(46,582) 

Animal Control 
   

                
44,323  

 

             
42,862  

 

           
(1,461) 

IDA General Expenses 
  

              
570,000  

 

          
225,000  

 

       
(345,000) 

County School Operations & Capital Outlay 
 

        
47,072,480  

 

     
46,337,176  

 

       
(735,304) 

County School Debt Service 
  

          
2,435,044  

 

       
2,453,472  

 

           
18,428  

 
Welfare & Social Service Cost 

  

          
4,256,894  

 

       
4,648,720  

 

        
391,826  
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School Textbook Fund Expense 
  

              
600,000  

 

          
250,000  

 

       
(350,000) 

Special Dispatch Funds 
  

                
75,836  

 

             
66,420  

 

           
(9,416) 

Pioneer Greenwood Project 
  

              
109,728  

 

             
11,547  

 

         
(98,181) 

Cedar/Hall Expense 
   

                
16,002  

 

                        
-  

 

         
(16,002) 

On Site Waste Water Expense 
  

                
33,021  

 

             
33,000  

 

                 
(21) 

Lick Skillet Project 
   

              
410,000  

 

          
400,000  

 

         
(10,000) 

Water-Sewer Department Operations 
 

          
1,385,432  

 

       
1,306,221  

 

         
(79,211) 

Water-Sewer Department Debt Service 
 

              
957,003  

 

          
965,388  

 

             
8,385  

Funded Projects 
   

              
375,000  

 

          
850,000  

 

        
475,000  

Special Welfare Funds 
  

              
173,000  

 

          
173,000  

 

                      
-  

Drug Asset Expense 
   

                
39,000  

 

               
8,000  

 

         
(31,000) 

Sheriff Dare Program 
   

                  
7,000  

 

               
7,000  

 

                      
-  

Courthouse Security 
   

              
115,500  

 

          
115,500  

 

                      
-  

Asset Forfeiture 
   

                
24,500  

 

             
24,500  

 

                      
-  

 
Radar Fund Expense 

   

 
655,402  

 

          
508,753 

 

       
(146,649) 

       
    

 
    

Sub-total 
    

77,955,194 
 

     
86,915,492  

 

     
8,960,298  

         
    

DEBT SERVICE 
       

    

Payment on Line of Credit  
  

5,000,000   
       

5,000,000  
 

                      
-  

Payment on Courthouse Debt 
  

1,798,000 
 

       
1,798,000  

 

                      
-  

     
    

   
    

Sub-total   
   

6,798,000 
 

       
6,798,000  

 

                      
-  

         
    

Total County Budget Expenditures 
  

$     84,753,194 
 

 $ 93,713,492  
 

$  8,960,298  

          In preparation of the above budget the Smyth County Board of Supervisors proposed no changes in the  
current tax levies: 

        
          The Board proposes to adopt, pursuant to §58.1-3001 et seq. a real estate levy on all taxable real estate  
located in Smyth County, Virginia, including equalized real estate, where applicable, a unit levy of $0.74  
per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on tangible personal property and the tangible personal property 
of public service corporations, except rolling stock of corporations operating railroads, a unit levy of $2.30 
per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Machinery & Tools $1.55 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on 
Category 23 items (trucks used in interstate commerce over 10,000 pounds) a unit levy of $1.55 per  
$100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on merchants capital a unit levy of $0.40 per $100.00 of assessed 
valuation.  

         By order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors, Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
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Mr. Carter gave a brief summary of the budget and noted that, although the bottom 
lines have increased, the deficit funding has decreased.   
6:18:30 PM Mr. Carter read the rules for public hearings. 
6:19:36 PM Todd Christensen presented information in support of Friends of 
Southwest Virginia’s budget request.  This organization represents the 19 county, 4 
city Southwest Virginia region and stresses bringing in enterprise and tourism 
through cultural representation.  
6:24:38 PM Diana Blackburn presented information on the Artisan Trails of 
Southwest Virginia.  She noted that Smyth County has a wealth of talented artisans 
and craft sales at Heartwood from Smyth County artisans totaled $31,000 in 2012.  
Brochures on the Artisan Trails are available at the local Chamber of Commerce and 
at welcome centers. 
6:27:21 PM Jack Hinshelwood presented information in support of the Crooked 
Road’s budget request.  Smyth County has two popular attractions – the Smyth 
County Jam in Chilhowie is the most popular jam session on the Crooked Road along 
with the Song of the Mountains performances.  Mr. Hinshelwood stated there is a 
wonderful musical legacy here in Smyth County along with many talented 
musicians.  He also presented information on an SOL compatible music of the region 
lesson plan that can be made available to Smyth County schools.  The Crooked Road 
was also featured in U.S. Airways March 2013 issue as one of the best musical 
pilgrimages. 
6:34:21 PM Jane Hale presented information in support of the Guardian Angel 
ministry.  This organization is in place to help the people of Smyth County who “fall 
through the cracks”.  Financial support from the County would help provide a full-
time staff person that would be available to handle the requests for assistance 
received by the organization.  Ms. Hale had also sent a letter to Mr. Carter requesting 
a donation from the County of one of the surplus vehicles that Guardian Angel 
volunteers could use for client’s transportation needs.  
6:38:21 PM Carolyn Cattle also spoke on behalf of the Guardian Angel program.  She 
is a member of their board and a retired employee of a local church and has seen 
people struggling and suffering in the County.  She stated there are many people 
who need assistance from this program and having a full-time person in place to 
point them in the right direction is what they need. 
6:41:00 PM Jim Gates stated he is a member of the Marion Town Council and sat in 
this same position with the Town last week discussing revenues and not enough 
money to meet expenses.  He understands that in a tough budget cycle some things 
aren’t as important as mandated things such as expenses and payroll.  He believes 
the County is headed in right direction and doing great things.  Debt has been forced 
upon the County and a lot of debt has been incurred that needs to be paid off, but he 
believes a silver lining is coming up.  His request is that, when things turn around, 
the Board remembers we’re all in this together and consider all organizations that 
have been cut when discretionary income does become available.   
6:44:22 PM Trevor Cassell spoke on behalf of the Brain Injury Services of Southwest 
Virginia.  They are a non-profit human services agency that serves individuals with 
traumatic brain injuries.  Mr. Cassell stated it takes $60,000 a year to serve brain 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:18:30&quot;?Data=&quot;6fc7519f&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:19:36&quot;?Data=&quot;a56e657d&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:24:38&quot;?Data=&quot;c7d14b0e&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:27:21&quot;?Data=&quot;9ab26c22&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:21&quot;?Data=&quot;ea209b4e&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:38:21&quot;?Data=&quot;f01c7bc0&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:41:00&quot;?Data=&quot;8de57feb&quot;
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injury patients in Smyth County and any funding given to the organization would be 
an investment in those individuals.  He concluded that any donation amount would 
be appreciated. 
6:47:17 PM Tracy McCarty spoke on behalf of the SCALE adult literacy program.  
This is the program’s 25th anniversary year and the Board has provided funding to 
the organization for 23 of those years.  She outlined the importance of the program 
and gave examples of how it helps those in the County.  SCALE is about building up 
people who are the heart of the program.  The program is working to help break the 
cycle of poverty and get people jobs in order for them to be sustainable which, in 
turn, has a large impact on the county. 
6:53:43 PM Beverly Haddock spoke on behalf of the Humane Society.  The main goal 
of the program is to raise money to subsidize the cost of spaying and neutering 
animals to help control the overpopulation problem in the County.  The Society 
coordinates the spay/neuter program with the Margaret Mitchell Clinic in Bristol, 
Virginia.  Ms. Haddock noted the Society only asked for support from the County 
once before in 2011-12 fiscal year when there was an opportunity to get matching 
grant funds from the Two Mauds Foundation.  The guidelines for the matching grant 
changed this year to a two-year requirement and the Society is asking for $2,000 
from the County this coming fiscal year and $2,000 the next fiscal year. 
7:01:57 PM Charles Buchanan spoke on behalf of the SCALE program.  Mr. Buchanan 
encouraged the Board to consider providing some funding to the program if they are 
unable to commit to the full amount requested. 
7:05:17 PM Earl McClure, Chilhowie, stated he appreciated the work done on the 
budget and a lot of unnecessary items were cut, but cuts didn’t go far enough.  He 
questioned some discrepancies between what was in the ad in the paper and what 
was posted online.  Mr. McClure stated that citizens don’t realize the County debt 
and how much their property has been mortgaged for that debt.  He also stated 
there is a debt limit and the County needs to see how far they can go before 
revisiting Exit 47 development.  He encouraged the Board to look for ways to add 
money to the budget to help hungry children throughout the County. 
7:13:43 PM Beecher Perry, Marion, stated he has heard a lot of worthy causes that 
aren’t able to be funded this year.  Stating he was speaking for most people in the 
County, the ordinary person is working without a raise and the cost of living keeps 
going up.  Mr. Perry believes a lot of money could be saved in the County by the 
elimination of paying overtime to the Sheriff’s Office employees and giving them 
comp time instead.   
7:19:05 PM James McNeil spoke on behalf of Marion Downtown.  He noted that 
County support of main street communities is mentioned as part of the County’s 
comprehensive plan.  He stated the best reason to fund this organization is because 
they work hard and deserve it.  The businesses opened downtown pay property tax 
that goes toward the County.  Mr. McNeil discussed awards that have been 
presented to Marion Downtown for their revitalization efforts.  He stated that any 
County money presented to Marion Downtown goes directly to projects and events, 
no salaries are paid from that money.  This investment results in increased tax 
revenue for the County. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:47:17&quot;?Data=&quot;d670e4b0&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:53:43&quot;?Data=&quot;9b910e41&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:01:57&quot;?Data=&quot;ed917c0f&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:05:17&quot;?Data=&quot;7feb9e63&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:13:43&quot;?Data=&quot;36ffa4af&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;14-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:19:05&quot;?Data=&quot;9f2729ac&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

 

20 
 

7:24:49 PM Mindy Dyer spoke on behalf of the W.W. Scott Senior Center.  She 
reported that half of the members who come to the Center are County residents 
while all the cost of the Center is being beared by the Town of Marion.  County 
residents aren’t being charged to come to the Center, but Ms. Dyer is fearful that 
might happen if funding for the Center isn’t provided.  She also asked the Board’s 
consideration to other agencies who are speaking tonight and any help would be 
extremely appreciated. 
7:28:49 PM Kristen Untiedt-Barnett spoke on behalf of the Lincoln Theatre.  She is 
aware of the recent losses incurred in the County, but there has also been growth.  
She stated tourism initiatives are growing across the country and the world.   The 
Lincoln Theatre draws 10,000 visitors each year who are dining, shopping, lodging 
and visiting other venues within the County.   The Lincoln offers a variety of 
programs and services to citizens through arts, culture, education and 
entertainment.  She expressed appreciation for past support but, without continued 
funding support, the Theatre can’t move forward and grow. 
7:33:27 PM Tim White spoke on behalf of the Lincoln Theatre and Song of the 
Mountains.  He stated people come here to see and hear what goes on at Lincoln 
and, if they are unable to physically come to the Theatre, they can at least see it on 
TV.  He believes the Lincoln is a jewel in this fine town and in Smyth County and it’s 
an investment for the County.  He reported that 90-95% of people at the Song of the 
Mountain performances are from outside Smyth County and bring tourism dollars 
back to the County.  Mr. White asked the Board not to take the Theatre for granted 
and reconsider investing because there is no better way to invest money for people 
to spend money in the County. 
7:36:45 PM David Helms, Mayor of the Town of Marion, thanked the Board for their 
service to the County and understands the battle they’ve been through with the 
budget.  It’s a difficult problem with difficult choices that takes a lot of thought.  
Mayor Helms stated “we have a wonderful Town and County and need to work 
together”.  He is pleased that the Board included money again this year to help with 
the VFW’s Memorial Day program because educating young people on the true 
meaning of Memorial Day is important.  The missing man chair the Board approved 
to be placed on the Courthouse lawn will be dedicated on May 23rd at Noon and he 
extended an invitation to all Board members to attend.  Mayor Helms asked the 
Board to consider funding for Marion Downtown to give people the tools they need 
to provide the services they are expected to provide.  Mayor Helms commented that, 
in reference to Mr. Perry’s remarks about paying overtime versus comp time for law 
enforcement, the Town of Marion gets grant money to pay for extra enforcement.  
He encouraged people not to criticize for the job being done, but to appreciate it and 
look toward moving forward.  Mayor Helms concluded by asking the Board to look 
over the budget and, even though fees might have to be raised, if citizens want 
services they need to pay for them. 
7:42:28 PM Ferrell Jones spoke on behalf of the 4-H Center in Abingdon.  He stated 
he knows things are tight, but any support given toward these children comes back 
to the County with what they learn at the Center.  
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7:43:37 PM John Graham spoke on behalf of the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  He 
asked for reconsideration of cutting the postal budget for his office.  He reported 
that, by law, concealed handgun permits now have to be mailed and his office has 
seen a marked increase in these permits.  He also noted juror mailings have 
increased to 900 mailings up from 600 and the postage rate has increased as well.  
Mr. Graham noted his office is sending items out electronically when it is practical to 
do so. 
7:47:06 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public 
hearing. 
7:47:10 PM Chairman Blevins called a 10 minute recess. 
8:10:39 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
8:10:43 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing for the Atkins Volunteer 
Fire Department festival application. 
8:10:55 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a hearing on Tuesday, May 14, 2013, at 
6:30 p.m., or soon thereafter, in the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, 
Virginia, to consider the following application for an Annual Musical or Entertainment 
Festival permit under the Code of Smyth County, Virginia: 

 
The Atkins Volunteer Fire Department has submitted a festival application for 
an event to be held on Saturday, June 15, 2013 (rain date Saturday, June 22, 
2013).  This event will be held at the Davis Valley Winery grounds located at 
1167 Davis Valley Road, Rural Retreat, VA 24368, and will be held between the 
hours of 6:00 p.m. and 12:00 midnight.  
 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her views thereon. 
 
A copy of this application along with their maps and plans are on file in the Office of the 
County Administrator of Smyth County at the address given above, and may be viewed 
during regular business hours Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance 
to attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, Smyth County ADA 
Coordinator, at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

 
8:12:25 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive 
the reading of the rules for public hearings.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:12:42 PM With no one wishing to speak on this matter, Chairman Blevins closed 
the public hearing. 
8:12:49 PM Mr. Carter noted this matter was discussed at the April meeting and, in 
order to be able to advertise and get the word out about the event, the fire 
department would appreciate the Board’s consideration of waiving the rules and 
voting on this item tonight. 
8:13:18 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
waive the rules, seconded by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:13:35 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
approve the Atkins Volunteer Fire Department festival permit.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT:  None.   
8:13:51 PM Mr. Carter noted Mrs. Clayton researched the possibility of waiving of 
the $200 application permit fee for this organization.  Mrs. Clayton stated the 
volunteer fire department would fall under “civic organizations” under Virginia 
Code Section 57.  She stated if the Board chooses to waive the fee she wouldn’t 
object. 
8:14:48 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton noted this is in his district 
and he is in favor of waiving the fee, but there is a question about setting precedence 
of waiving fees.  Mrs. Clayton noted as a civic organization the volunteer fire 
department could get a waiver. 
8:15:42 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
waive the festival application fee for the Atkins Volunteer Fire Department.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion.  Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked for verification this would be just for volunteer fire 
departments and Mrs. Clayton confirmed that it was.  
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:16:18 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing for VDOT Secondary 
Systems Six Year Plan. 
8:16:27 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
 

Public Hearing Notice 
 
The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County, in accordance with Section 33.1-70.01 of the Code of Virginia, will conduct a 
joint public hearing in the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room of the Smyth County 
Administration Office, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia  24354 at 6:45 
p.m. on May 14, 2013.  The purpose  of this  public  hearing  is  to  receive  public  
comment on the proposed  Secondary Six-Year Plan for Fiscal Years 2013/14 through  
2018/19 in Smyth  County  and  on  the Secondary System Construction  Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2013/14.  Copies of the proposed Plan and Budget may be reviewed at the 
Wytheville Residency Office of the Virginia Department of Transportation, located at 
2843 Chapman Road, Wytheville, Virginia 24382 or at the Smyth County 
Administration Office located at 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia 24354. 
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All projects in the Secondary Six-Year Plan that are eligible  for federal funds will be 
included  in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), which 
documents how Virginia will obligate federal transportation funds. 
 
Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should 
contact the Virginia Department of Transportation at (276) 228-2153.  Persons wishing 
to speak at this public hearing should contact the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
at (276) 783-3298. 
8:18:14 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive 
the reading of the rules for public hearings.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:18:32 PM No citizens were signed up to speak.  Jeff Russell, James Schwartz and 
Amy Frye were present representing VDOT.  Mr. Russell reviewed the plan and the 
estimated allocations.  He noted that CTB Formula funding is available and to qualify 
roads have to count 200 or more vehicles per day.  Five roads in Smyth County meet 
this qualification.  Mr. Russell gave an update on projects approved on last year’s 
plan.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked about Farm View 
Road and Mr. Russell said it is almost complete; it needs shaping up from the winter 
weather and surface treatment which should be complete in month or two.  Mr. 
Russell reviewed the roads added to this year’s plan.  North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins asked about Little Walker Way and Mr. Russell noted this project 
would begin this year.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins noted some 
hazardous road conditions in the Rye Valley District and Mr. Schwartz noted some 
work had been done at the end of winter but he will follow-up.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton thanked VDOT for addressing the issues with the 
culvert coming out from under the interstate at the industrial park in Atkins. 
8:35:40 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public 
hearing. 
8:35:49 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive 
the rules for public hearings and vote on the VDOT six-year plan tonight.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
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Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:36:18 PM Mr. Carter also asked for consideration of item 7 on the additional 
agenda related to a bridge closure on Route 617. 
8:37:36 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
approve the resolution supporting VDOT’s Secondary Systems Six-Year Plan.   North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:38:11 PM Mr. Carter asked Mr. Russell about a beginning and completion date for 
the Route 617 bridge.  Mr. Russell stated construction is scheduled to begin in April 
2014 with a 30-day completion depending on the weather.  Vice Chair, Park District 
Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to approve the resolution for the Route 
617 bridge closure. Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion.   
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:41:27 PM The Board considered adoption of the Comprehensive Plan as discussed 
during the April 9, 2013 public hearing.  Mrs. Clayton stated that no amendments to 
the plan have been approved since October 2005, which is in compliance with the 
eight year review required by the Virginia Code, but census numbers have not been 
updated during those eight years.  She stated the plan is so out of date that it creates 
a problem and there will be plenty of opportunities to amend it as needed.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton asked if it is the Planning Commission’s 
responsibility to update the plan and Mrs. Clayton answered that they did, but it is 
out of line with the census and it would be beneficial to get these numbers updated 
at this point.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to accept 
the Comprehensive Plan as written with the understanding changes can be made in 
the future.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:44:18 PM Mrs. Morgan presented a request from Melvin and Deborah Thweatt to 
abandon a portion of Atkins Tank Road and move an existing rail siding closer to the 
existing Virginia House building. Mr. and Mrs. Thweatt plan to convert the old 
Virginia House building into an industrial warehouse space and, by moving the 
existing former siding closer to the building, it would allow off-loading on either 
side.  A 300 foot section of Atkins Tank Road in front of the building would need to 
be officially abandoned to accommodate this request.  Since it is a public road, there 
has been a meeting with VDOT to discuss the process and a public hearing is 
required.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and Mr. Thweatt have spoken 
with the people along the road affected by this closure and didn’t find any objection 
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to the request.  Mrs. Morgan noted that after the public hearing the matter would go 
before the Board of Supervisors for vote and then to the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board so it will be September at the earliest before a final decision is 
made.  Once a public hearing is set, VDOT will prepare a resolution to be presented 
to the Board.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to set the 
public hearing on the Atkins Tank Road abandonment request for June 11, 2013 at 
6:00 p.m.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:48:48 PM Mrs. Morgan presented a resolution of support on behalf of Competitive 
Power Ventures (CPV Smyth Generation Company LLC).  CPV is proposing to 
construct a power plant in Atkins that is expected to generate a considerable 
economic impact here in Smyth County.  Their plan was for Appalachian Power 
Company to be the primary purchaser when they go offline with some plants and 
need other power generation.  APCo has now filed with the State Corporation 
Commission to transfer or acquire part of Amos and Mitchell coal power plants in 
West Virginia for satisfying that need for additional power generation when they 
have to go offline with other plants.  CPV has filed with the SCC opposing APCo’s 
application because they don’t believe this is the lowest cost option and it does not 
address fuel diversity.  This resolution would support CPV in their filing opposing 
APCO’s application.  There is a deadline for comments by May 24th.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton questioned how APCO’s buying a portion of other 
plants would affect CPV’s project here.  Mrs. Morgan stated it would change their 
game plan for who they would be providing power to and could impact the timing of 
their project.  The plant was scheduled to be online by 2017.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins stated CPV is a good start for Smyth County to get into 
providing clean power.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a 
motion to adopt the resolution of support for CPV.  North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:55:16 PM Mrs. Morgan also reported that CPV has hired a contractor to install a 
“met” tower to measure the meteorologic conditions on the site for twelve months 
as required by DEQ as part of the permitting process.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson asked if property owners were informed the tower was going up 
and Mrs. Morgan and Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated CPV 
indicated that everyone would be contacted.  Mrs. Morgan also noted she has 
spoken with Mayor Helms and the Town of Marion is willing to do a similar 
resolution of support on CPV’s behalf. 
8:57:52 PM Mr. Simpson provided information on the Groseclose sewer project.  He 
stated that Mr. Neel from Gay and Neel Engineering presented information at the 
April Board meeting concerning changes to the engineering services and project 
design.  Gay and Neel is working with VDOT to utilize an existing culvert already in 
place instead of drilling under the interstate which would result in a cost savings on 
the total project.  The water and sewer committee met and discussed the project.  At 
that time, Mr. Neel presented information on the additional engineering fees 
involved with changes to the project.  The Board has already approved $39,000 for 
the scope of work for exploratory borings under interstate to determine whether 
rock or clay was present.  That work wasn’t done when it was discovered costs 
could be reduced by using the existing VDOT culvert.  Mr. Neel’s proposal is for 
additional surveying totaling $69,000 in rough numbers with $39,000 already 
approved for exploratory drilling.  There are plant and mussel surveys that will 
need to be completed which are required by DEQ in order to get DEQ funding for the 
project.   The total new design task is reimbursable under DEQ and ultimately this 
additional design work will result in $100,000 to $150,000 savings on the project by 
not having to bore under the interstate.  This is coming before the Board as a 
recommendation from the water and sewer committee. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:04:26 PM Mr. Simpson noted that Mr. Neel is getting started on their end of the 
project immediately and will advertise for bids during the July-August timeframe.  
Items will be finalized with DEQ in the next few months and the County will see this 
important project happen. 
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9:05:00 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on the PPEA/PPTA that has been 
discussed at previous Board meetings.  Mrs. Clayton previously distributed 
information on the PPEA/PPTA guidelines for the Board to review and vote on 
whether to accept proposals from private industry for economic development.  She 
noted the County maintains full control over what is received and has the 
opportunity to advertise for these types of proposals.  She stated it requires a lot of 
someone wanting to make proposal but it is a positive thing for economic 
development.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton questioned what is being 
asked for and Mrs. Clayton answered the ability to have guidelines in place so 
private industry can come to the Board and make a proposal for consideration.  The 
Board doesn’t have to accept anything from these proposals, but it gives a lot of 
flexibility.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins questioned the possibility 
of being flooded with unsolicited requests and proposals.  Mrs. Clayton answered all 
proposals received would be reviewed by staff and, if a proposal was accepted, it 
would have to go out to the public for bid.  She stated she doesn’t see a downside.  It 
is really complex and would require a lot of information be provided by serious 
developers.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call stated the Board is under no 
obligation and Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton disagreed because the 
County has to respond to any proposal received and County staff have other things 
to do with their time.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated she 
thinks it’s a great idea because there might be something out there the Board may 
not have thought of.  “We’ve got to be one of those Counties that is ahead of the 
game”.  She added this will give the County another avenue to look at and they all 
have to be reviewed and if it’s not good for the area it can be rejected.  Mrs. Clayton 
also noted “we can always undo it” if it doesn’t work.  Mr. Simpson noted one 
example of how PPEA/PPTA would have been a good option for the County was 
with the parking structure.  It could have been put out through PPEA with 4-5 
proposals received with a guaranteed maximum price and then the developers are 
responsible for the design, building, everything.  The new school construction and 
the courthouse renovations are other good examples because all the burden is put 
on the design group.  Mr. Simpson added if the County doesn’t adopt it then the 
opportunities aren’t there.  He added that any offer can be outright rejected by 
providing written response.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made 
a motion to approve the PPEA/PPTA legislation.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
D. Call seconded the motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins and 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, 

ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT:  None.   
9:16:10 PM Mr. Carter read a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors from the 
Planning Commission. 
 

Other Business: As the result of several comments he had received, Mr. 
Williams discussed the protocol by which Lot Line Vacations are processed. 
Presently, the Planning Commission is the designated agent for such 
requests. Mr. Williams suggested they consider recommending to the Board 
of Supervisors that the staff (Subdivision Agent and County Attorney) be 
appointed as the agent for the Lot Line Vacations. He cited a reduction in 
processing time and costs as the main reasons for the recommendations. 
After discussion Mr. Pugh made a motion to recommend the Board appoint 
staff as the official agent charged with reviewing and approving Lot Line 
Vacations. Furthermore, he recommended the fee be reduced to $75.00. Mr. 
Venable seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded:  
Ayes:  6 Venable, Davidson, Wassum, Sparks, Pugh, and Frazier 
Absent: 1  Harris 

 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to accept the Planning 
Commission recommendation.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:17:35 PM Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr. deferred to 
Mr. Simpson concerning the courthouse committee meeting.  Mr. Simpson reported 
the committee met on April 16, 2013 to discuss phase one of the courthouse project.  
The final building layout was the primary discussion at that meeting.  After 
discussion, the committee agreed to recommend leaving the administrative offices 
at their current location because of the relationship these offices have with the 
School Board and Social Services.  The committee also agreed to recommend having 
Mosley rework the plans and redesign the bottom floor of the courthouse as shell 
space that could be leased to outside agencies.  Mosley’s cost to rework the plans 
would cost $39,711.  After working with Mosley to redesign the plans, two options 
were presented.  Option 1 goes back to the plan of having the Commissioner of 
Revenue and Treasurer on the same floor (the bottom) with their own “storefront” 
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entrance without requiring patrons to these offices to go through full security.  This 
would leave open, unfinished areas of 1215, 1925 and 2915 square feet that would 
be potentially leasable space and on the upper floor would create future space for 
expansion.  Option 2 would leave the Commissioner of Revenue where they’re at on 
the first floor next to General District Court with the Treasurer located on the 
ground floor where the back entrance is so those two entities would not be located 
together.  This redesign would leave 8,200 square feet of unfinished office space on 
the ground floor.   Mr. Simpson noted Mosley can do this redesign work within 60 
days and that would put an August/September timeframe to bid the work which 
would to start after first of the year.  He also noted that shelling out this space would 
save $485,000 in construction cost.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson asked about cost versus savings on creating lease space and it was noted 
that leases would be structured accordingly.  Supervisor Davidson also asked if 
there is anything that says the space can’t legally be leased.  Mrs. Clayton stated 
there is specific code that says it can be done.  Chairman Wade Blevins said the 
committee recommendation is to leave the administrative offices where they are 
and lease out the shell space that could then allow for the Commission of Revenue 
and Treasurer to be located closer together.  The Board’s further decision is whether 
to locate the Commissioner of Revenue and Treasurer offices together on the 
ground floor or leave the Commissioner of Revenue’s Office where it is.  The Board 
unanimously agreed with the committee’s recommendation for the administrative 
offices to stay where they are currently located. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to put the 
Commissioner of Revenue and Treasurer’s office together to make it more 
accessible to citizens through Option 1.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:30:02 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, Chairman of the 
Surplus Committee, deferred to Mr. Carter concerning the surplus vehicles listing.  
Mr. Carter reviewed the list of vehicles available for surplus.  A total of 15 vehicles 
are available for surplus; mostly former police cars from the Sheriff’s Department 
with high mileage.  Mr. Carter stated there are some seized vehicles and the Sheriff 
typically does those separately, but it is being encouraged to combine those as part 
of this sale.  Sealed bids will be submitted and the scrap prices will be on hand for 
comparison.  Mr. Carter noted that some vehicles came in after the surplus 
committee met but the committee is recommending to the Board to surplus all 15 
vehicles and receive/compare bids in the next couple of weeks prior to June meeting 
and decide then whether to sell or not.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins suggested during this meeting there be discussion with the Sheriff’s Office 
about how the cars are being treated by the employees.  Mr. Carter said he would 
relay that information to the Sheriff.  The Board unanimously approved the 
committee’s recommendation to surplus the vehicles. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:35:23 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton reported the emergency 
communications committee met and discussed problems in the Town of Saltville 
receiving emergency calls on the new 911 system.  Shannon Williams presented the 
committee information on how emergency calls are being handled in Saltville by 
using cell phones to communication.  The committee is recommending completion 
of a study to look at installing a new tower which could boost the signal to the 
Saltville area.  There is money in the current year’s budget to fund the study.  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call said the rescue squad needs better 
service because they have to go outside the building to receive calls.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins clarified this would not be a cell phone tower but 
a tower to boost the 911 system signal to reach Saltville. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:37:36 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins reported the Ordinance 
Committee met and discussed the amendments to the enterprise zone.  A public 
hearing will need to be set to adopt these amendments.  Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to set the public hearing concerning 
amendments to the enterprise zone for Tuesday, June 11, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.  Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:38:50 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins also noted the Ordinance 
Committee agreed to hold joint meetings with the Planning Commission’s Ordinance 
Committee to discuss issues including zoning and the comprehensive plan.  The 
Board unanimously agreed with this committee recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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9:39:51 PM Mr. Simpson reported that CenturyLink has determined a way to re-
route their cables out of Court Street to serve the Courthouse as part of the 
renovation project.  Mr. Carter and Mr. Simpson talked with CenturyLink and 
walked the project and modified the preliminary project cost from $48,632.70 to 
$44,332.  This will be a permanent installation to the Courthouse and includes 
additional capacity if needed.  This project cost is built in to the original project 
budget with no new money involved.  Mr. Simpson stated the Board needs to agree 
this is a cost that we agreed to incur as part of the project to keep it on track.  Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to have CenturyLink re-
route their cables at a cost not to exceed $44,332.  Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:44:34 PM Mr. Carter provided an update on the Town of Chilhowie farmer’s 
market.  He made phone calls to the Town of Chilhowie and does have a copy of the 
minutes from the Town Council meeting when the public hearing was held.  Mr. 
Carter was told by Town Manager Boswell he could reference Ms. Burchette’s article 
in the Smyth County News.  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H 
Blevins, Jr. stated he received petitions both supporting and opposing the project.  
Mr. Carter stated he would like to review the petitions and Chairman Blevins said 
the Board would take action at their June 11, 2013 meeting.  More information will 
be provided at the May 23, 2013 continued meeting to better prepare the Board for 
making a decision in June. 
9:47:24 PM Mr. Simpson reviewed the contract with Cherokee Construction for 
work at Exit 50 to make a better entrance as part of the plan is to put a guard house 
in at the entrance to Utility Trailer.  There are potential issues with the septic and 
Utility wants to tie into the sewer across the road which requires boring.  The IDA 
has agreed to fund the cost to bore under Nick’s Creek Road to provide sewer 
service to that parcel.  Mr. Simpson procured quotes from two qualified contractors 
and Cherokee Construction out of Abingdon has the in-house forces to do the work.  
This will be a beneficial project because if the County needs to upgrade and extend 
service further the road wouldn’t have to be bored again.  The estimated cost of 
$11,750 includes VDOT permitting and this money would be taken from current IDA 
incentive money; there is no new money involved.  North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins asked if the sewer could be moved down to other housing in the area 
and Mr. Simpson answered yes, it could.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
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Blevins made a motion to move forward with the recommendation by the IDA to 
fund the $11,750 that is not new money for this project.  Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:52:07 PM Mr. Carter informed the Board that Youth Government Day will be held 
Thursday, May 16th.  The students will arrive around 10:00 a.m. and he invited 
Board Members to attend.  The program this year will be set up to introduce them to 
life as a board member.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated 
she couldn’t come this year but attended last year and it was great.  She encouraged 
the other Board Members to attend. 
9:53:25 PM Mr. Carter reported since the County has been designated as an 
Appalachian Trail Community along with the Town of Marion, there will need to be 
Board representation in that capacity.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson volunteered to serve.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd 
Dishner made a motion to appoint Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
to serve as a Board representative for the AT Community.  Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
9:54:39 PM Under Old Business, Mr. Carter informed the Board he had received one 
letter of support concerning the request for designation of a special project area by 
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation. 
9:55:10 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time. 
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9:55:18 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked about 
resuming budget committee meetings.  Mr. Carter said he anticipated they would 
resume next week.  
9:57:06 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins thanked the Board for all 
they do and thanked the budget committee for their work.  He stated it is frustrating 
to sit and listen to public comments and not be able to respond. 
9:57:29 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated she will make 
her formal statement on the budget at the May 23rd continued meeting.  She said she 
appreciates the budget committee’s time and thought put into the budget.  
9:58:42 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to 
continue the meeting until May 23, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  Rye Valley District Supervisor 
Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a continued meeting at 7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, May 23, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor, Wade Blevins; 

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K Blevins; Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Chilhowie District 
Planning Commissioner Graham Davidson Sr.; Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H Davidson; Park 
District Planning Commissioner Joel Pugh; Chairman, 
North Fork Dist. Planning Commissioner Norman 
Sparks; Saltville District Planning Commissioner Wayne 
Venable; Atkins District Planning Commissioner Charles 
Wassum III; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C Blevins; Royal Oak 
District Planning Commissioner, Blake Frazier and Rye 
Valley District Planning Commissioner, L. V. Pokey 
Harris  (14) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Building and Zoning 
Administrator Clegg Williams; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Smyth 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Derek Breedlove; 
Administrative Assistant Becca Kirk; Administrative 
Assistant Christy Bise (9) 

OTHERS: Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News and 
Messenger; approximately 10 citizens 

 
Public Hearing:  At 7:03 p.m. Wade Blevins, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, 
and Norman Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission, called the joint public 
hearing to order.   
 
Mr. Carter read the advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News and 
Messenger as well as the rules of procedure during public hearings.   

 
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning 
Commission will conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, May 23, 2013, at 7:00 
P.M. or as soon after 7:00 P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County 
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Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider the following 
application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth County, Virginia: 

 
An application from Charles Melvin Thweatt for a Special Use Permit to 
establish a Mini-Warehouse.   The property is located at 5735 and 5781 
Atkins Tank Toad in Atkins.  It is identified as Tax Map Nos. 48B-1-1, 
48B-1-2, 48B-1-3, 48B-1-4, 48B-1-5, 48B-1-6, 48B-6-2, 48B-A-1, 48B-6-1 
and 48B-A-4 and is zoned Industrial. 

 
An application from Randall and Carl Taylor for a Special Use Permit to 
construct an Accessory Building in excess of 150 square feet.  The 
property is located at 2431 Whitetop Road, Chilhowie, identified as Tax 
Map No. 65-12-3 and is zoned Agricultural/Rural. 
 

At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors 
and Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may appear and 
state his/her views thereon. 
 
Copies of the application(s) along with their maps/drawings are on file in the Office 
of the County Administrator of Smyth County.  Copies are also maintained by the 
County Zoning Administrator at the address given above, and may be viewed during 
regular business hours Monday through Friday. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities, persons requiring special 
assistance to attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth County 
Building and Zoning Department at (276) 783-3298 ext. 227 at least 48 hours prior 
to the hearing. 
 
Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 

 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

Norman K. Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission 
 
 

Charles Melvin Thweatt – Special Use Permit for Mini-Warehouse in the 
Industrial District: At approximately 7:03 p.m. Mr. Williams reminded those in 
attendance of the Board’s approval of Mr. Thweatt’s request for a Text Amendment 
to add “mini-warehouses” in the Industrial District last month. Now Mr. Thweatt has 
come back requesting he be allowed to develop his property addressed as 5735 and 
5781 Atkins Tank Road, in Atkins, (Tax Map Nos. 48B-1-1, 48B-1-2, 48B-1-3, 48B-1-
4, 48B-1-5, 48B-1-6, 48B-6-2, 48B-A-1, 48B-6-1 and 48B-A-4) into Mini-Warehouse 
units. He advertised notice of this public hearing in the Smyth County News on May 
11th and 18th. In addition, he sent letters to all of the adjoining property owners for 
which an affidavit is on file.  
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Mr. Thweatt’s wife was present for any questions. None were made and no one else 
spoke on the application. 
 
Randall and Carl Taylor – Special Use Permit to construct an Accessory 
Building in excess of 150 ft² on a vacant lot in the A/R District:  Mr. Williams 
explained Mr. Taylor’s request to construct a personal garage on his adjacent lot 
which is vacant. Again he notified all adjoining property owners and placed the ad in 
the Smyth County news as stated above. He stated he had received comments and 
questions about Mr. Taylor’s application; however, none were requested to be 
presented to the Board or Planning Commission at the hearing. The property is 
identified as Tax Map No. 65-12-3 and is zoned Agricultural/Rural, and is located 
beside 2431 Whitetop Road in Chilhowie. 
 
Mr. Taylor was present and indicated he wished to construct this garage for 
personal use to store a number of cars he has as collector items. When questioned, 
he did state that he does have race cars which he races in Rural Retreat on the 
weekends and may park them in the driveway overnight; however, he does not 
intend to start working on the race cars in this particular garage. He was questioned 
about the number of unlicensed vehicles currently on the property. He stated there 
are three but he intends to take them to Berry’s for scrap and does not intend to 
collect more. 
 
Roger Seymour of Whitetop Road was present to speak in opposition of Mr. Taylor.  
He stated he had heard Mr. Taylor planned to use this garage to work on his race 
cars. Mr. Seymour indicated his concerns of property values and the noise levels 
working on the cars and how they could impact their life. 
 
Mr. Taylor was questioned about his race cars. He stated again that he does not own 
the race car located on 107 but he does race it at Wythe Raceway.  Regarding the 
race cars which he owns in Konnarock, he stated that he does not intend to race 
them any longer. He stated he may continue to park any race car he may bring to the 
property on a trailer overnight but he intended to only use the garage for storage for 
his collectible cars. Mr. Williams was presented with the question as to what 
consequences would come about should Mr. Taylor decide to start working on his 
race cars in the personal garage. Mr. Williams stated the County Ordinance does not 
prohibit individuals from working on race cars on their property; however, if they 
were to collect multiple race cars and create an automobile graveyard/junkyard 
that would constitute a violation of the Zoning Ordinance and can be addressed as 
such. Mr. Williams reminded the Board and Commission that they have the right to 
place restrictions on the Special Use Permit, including a prohibition on race cars. 
 
Mr. Taylor was questioned again about working on cars in the garage. He stated he 
may change the oil, etc. in the garage but it would just be his personal vehicles, not 
race cars. 
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Mr. Williams explained that any citizen in the A/R District can build an accessory 
building on their property and work on their race car(s); however, the reason for 
tonight’s application is because the structure is being requested to be built on an 
adjoining vacant lot. 
 
Mr. Wassum inquired if Mr. Taylor would have to apply for a Special Use Permit if he 
had vacated the lot line separating the two tracts.  Mr. Williams explained that he 
would not but vacating the lot line was not a practicable option for Mr. Taylor 
considering the two tracts were under different ownership.  Mr. Wassum also 
inquired about the Noise Ordinance which Mr. Williams explained was administered 
through the Smyth County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Mr. Taylor owns property on Laurel Valley Road and he asked if he planned to 
create the same unfavorable site at the Whitetop Road garage. Mr. Taylor said he did 
not intend to create any unfavorable conditions on the Whitetop Road property. 
 
Mr. Pugh pointed out the fact the neighbors may be more protected if the Special 
Use Permit was approved with restrictions. He also stated Mr. Taylor would not be 
subject to the Special Use Permit if he was able to vacate the lot line. 
 
Mr. Williams pointed out the Special Use Permit would be transferred with the 
property should it ever be sold along with any restrictions placed upon it 
  
No one else spoke on the application. 
 
Chairman Wade Blevins and Chairman Norman Sparks closed the public hearing at 
approximately 7:28 p.m. 
 
7:50:43 PM Chairman Blevins called the Board of Supervisors meeting back to 
order. 
7:50:50 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time.  
7:51:03 PM With no one wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
7:51:06 PM Mr. Carter presented information on the $229,751.25 water and sewer 
debt service payment.  He noted the money for this payment is included in the 
current year’s budget.  The payment due date is June 1, 2013.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to approve for payment.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
7:52:34 PM The Board considered the FY13-14 Smyth County School Board budget 
as presented at the May 14, 2013 public hearing.  The FY14 operations and capital 
outlay budget totals $48,790,648 with 115% included as the required local match.  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to approve the budget.  
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
7:53:24 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated that his wife 
is an employee of the Smyth County school system but he can cast a fair and 
impartial vote. 
7:53:34 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins stated that both he and his 
wife work for the Smyth County school system but he can cast a fair and impartial 
vote. 
7:53:45 PM Mrs. Morgan presented information on VDOT’s request for the re-
addition of a portion of Route 686 – Mulberry Lane/Atkins Tank Road as a no-cost 
rural addition.  In reviewing Melvin and Deborah Thweatt’s request to abandon a 
300 foot section of Atkins Tank Road, VDOT discovered that in 1964 a portion of this 
road had been discontinued.  Even though discontinued, VDOT has continued to 
maintain that portion of road so the discontinuation action will need to be reversed 
through a resolution approved by the Board of Supervisors and paperwork signed 
by the County Administrator.  VDOT states there will be no cost maintenance or 
upgrade associated with getting this section of Route 686 back into the secondary 
road system.  Although the VDOT paperwork reads Mulberry Lane, County 911 signs 
identify this discontinued portion of road as Atkins Tank Road.  Another issue with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thweatt’s abandonment request is the 30-day period needed to 
advertise for the public hearing for the road abandonment.  The Board originally set 
the public hearing for June 11, 2013, but it will have to be moved to July 9, 2013 to 
allow for the 30-day notification.  Mrs. Clayton stated, as in the past, the County will 
take the initiative and post laminated signs on the road regarding the abandonment 
even though affected residents have already been notified.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if the discontinued section of Route 686 was up to 
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State and County standards now and Mrs. Morgan answered that, according to 
VDOT Wytheville Residency, there are no funds required to upgrade that portion of 
the road.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion, 
seconded by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to adopt the resolution. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
7:59:15 PM The Board agreed by consensus to move the public hearing on the 
Thweatt’s request to abandon a portion of Atkins Tank Road from June 11, 2013 at 
6:00 p.m. to July 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
7:59:41 PM Mrs. Morgan presented a resolution for consideration by the Board to 
adopt as a nice gesture in support of Business Appreciation Week June 3–7, 2013.  
The Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a luncheon related to Business 
Appreciation Week on Friday, June 7th at the General Frances Hotel and Anita 
McGinnis, the Executive Director of Southwest Virginia Alliance for Manufacturing, 
Inc. will be the guest speaker.  Mrs. Morgan invited the Board Members to attend the 
luncheon.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to adopt the 
resolution.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:01:14 PM Mr. Carter provided an update on the Chilhowie Farmer’s Market.  This 
issue is still ongoing and he has requested some additional information from the 
Town of Chilhowie and is awaiting their response.  This issue will still be on the 
agenda for discussion at the June 11, 2013 Board meeting.   The petitions that were 
received both for and against the Farmer’s Market were reviewed and have been 
passed on to the Registrar’s Office for verification of registered voter status and 
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identification of voting districts to give accurate numbers.  This information should 
also be available for the June 11, 2013 Board meeting. 
8:02:41 PM Mrs. Clayton presented an update on the Southwest Virginia Regional 
Jail bond financing that was approved by the Board in March 2013.  Two support 
agreements related to the bond financing have been received by the County that 
were not included as part of the information presented to the Board at the March 
28, 2013 meeting.  Mrs. Clayton is presenting this information to the Board tonight 
for their review and asking consideration of approval of the two support 
agreements pending further legal review.  The deadline for the bond indenture is 
June 5, 2013.  Mr. Carter stated the next Regional Jail meeting will be held on May 
30, 2013 so there will be time to discuss this issue further at that meeting if 
necessary.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
approve the two support agreements pending further legal review.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
8:05:29 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner presented a flag 
and plaque that was donated to the Board by the Rolling Thunder at today’s 
dedication of the missing man chair at the Courthouse.  Supervisor Dishner attended 
the dedication program and thought it was a very good presentation.  He suggested 
placing the donated flag and plaque on display inside the Courthouse.  The Board 
unanimously agreed by consensus. 
8:06:50 PM Chairman Blevins opened the budget roundtable discussion. 
8:07:27 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated the budget 
committee met earlier this evening and they are asking for other input from the 
Board. 
8:07:46 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins had some questions about 
specific use amounts in the budget.  
8:08:23 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins stated he had the same 
questions and he outlined the answers he received for clarification. 
8:10:05 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins further stated he came to 
the budget committee meeting earlier this evening and listened to the discussion.  
He appreciates all the work done by the committee and it’s encouraging to see the 
bottom line effect improvement over the last two years and things appear to be 
heading in the right direction.  As far as the individuals who spoke during the public 
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hearing concerning budget requests, Supervisor Blevins believes they are all worthy 
and do invaluable services for the community, but it is his opinion that it is up to the 
Board of Supervisors to manage the budget and provide things that will build tax 
base and infrastructure.  He further believes that individual donations can be made 
to the organizations represented at the public hearing.  Supervisor Blevins is also 
not opposed to taking another look at items generating revenue for the County such 
as the Lincoln Theatre.  He understands the County was approached for “seed 
money” back in the 1990’s to help develop that project and the Lincoln puts the 
community in a favorable light and brings a lot of people to Smyth County, but if that 
was the initial request then it is not the County’s responsibility to continue that 
funding.  He is not opposed to continuing some funding for that organization but 
under the stipulation that it is not continual funding.  It’s a great program but they 
have to manage their budget and operate within what they earn.  Supervisor Blevins 
concluded that not everybody will be happy, but there is one whole pie that has to 
be divided up and a lot of tough decisions made.  If there was extra money lying 
around he would be all for funding these organizations, but we’re in the times where 
that is not possible. 
8:13:54 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins had questions about what 
contingency money is used for.  Mr. Carter explained that, for budgeting purposes, 
that money is set aside for discretionary use by the Board.  It can be used when 
something out of the ordinary comes as a request before the Board that they see fit 
to participate in and that small amount of money would allow for such without 
going through the budget amendment process.  Supervisor Blevins questioned why 
nothing had been used this year and Mr. Carter stated because the Board has voted 
to stand firm on the budget.  Mr. Carter clarified that any money not used as part of 
the current year’s budget will be reabsorbed back into the general fund if not 
appropriated for use.  Supervisor Blevins agreed with Rye Valley District Supervisor 
Rick K. Blevins in that the County doesn’t have enough money to dole out for 
everyone.  He believes there is more money that could be cut out of the budget, but 
it wouldn’t close the gap that much with the deficit the County is working with.  He 
thinks the Board has done an excellent job with standing their ground on last year’s 
budget and believes if they do the same again this year the County will be alright.  
Supervisor Blevins asked about some items where no money was requested but 
funds were given.  One project included the Green Acres Drive revenue share for the 
coming year in Chilhowie which will bring that street up to state standards.  The 
County is responsible for the first year cost upfront, but that cost will be applied to 
owner’s personal property taxes through revenue sharing and be repaid back to the 
County over seven years.  There was also $30,000 allotted for a new phone system 
for the County. 
8:18:11 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated she appreciates 
what the budget committee has done and she understands it’s a tough job.  She 
would like to encourage looking for money somewhere to see the County add some 
things back under “other”, particularly tourism, the Lincoln Theatre, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Crooked Road which are all huge marketing tools for the County.  
They do bring revenue into area, but also provide amenities for our citizens; the 
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things our people need to live and grow and want to stay here.  She wishes the 
County Board of Supervisors could find something to help organizations such as 
SCALE, the senior citizens center and Brain Injury Services of Southwest Virginia.  
“Citizens depend on them and we have a duty to support them”.  Supervisor 
Davidson also believes it hurts the overall picture of the County when trying to 
recruit industry.  The County can put together a good package to recruit them to the 
area, but we do not have the amenities to bring them in, even with the support 
incentives, because there is nothing to attract them here.  She stated one thing 
industry leaders look at is recruitment of employees who will come to that area and 
stay.  Supervisor Davidson concluded by expressing her appreciation to the budget 
committee for all they do. 
8:20:49 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call stated he appreciates and 
trusts the budget committee in their work.  He also concurred with Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins on the community activities.  Supervisor Call 
hates to cut money from programs because it affects his small town of Saltville, too, 
but he believes these programs are stable, do a good job and can stand alone for 
another year or so.  He wants the County to get on their feet and have a balanced 
budget through not raising taxes.  When industry looks at a County to see if it’s 
always in the red it reflects on how that County is being run.  He wants to see the 
County have a balanced budget or even a surplus by tightening our belts.  Hopefully 
these organizations can stand alone and survive for another year or two and one 
day the County can start giving back.  “We have to get our own house in order” he 
stated.  These groups are strong enough and eventually they will understand what 
the County is trying to do.  He encouraged the Board to show they mean business, 
stick to their guns and get the County straightened out first and he believes they’re 
doing a good job at it. 
8:23:05 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins reminded the Board that 
the County’s Moody’s bond rating has been improved to the highest point and he 
believes part of the reason was by “sticking to our guns”.  This rating improvement   
will help improve commercial and industry chances because it shows a serious 
Board taking things seriously. 
8:23:47 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton stated he believes in taking 
the taxpayers money seriously because the Board is elected to be watchdogs and 
spend wisely.  The County is in a real budget crunch and, in order to have a balanced 
budget, you have to look at needs before wants.  It would be good to finance all these 
things, but it’s not going to happen because there is not the money to do it.  The 
County has gone into a lot of debt with the new school and courthouse and have to 
watch every dollar spent.  Possibly next year or the following year the County can be 
of assistance to the needs. 
8:25:10 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson questioned whether 
one department can do without a $5,000 copier in order to help something else?  
She stated she wished the County could find the money somewhere and still 
maintain a balanced budget. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;23-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;20:20:49&quot;?Data=&quot;0c9923a8&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;23-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;20:23:05&quot;?Data=&quot;36e96505&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;23-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;20:23:47&quot;?Data=&quot;0771ef98&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;23-May-2013&quot;?position=&quot;20:25:10&quot;?Data=&quot;c77536d5&quot;


Board of Supervisors Cont’d Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, May 23, 2013 

 

10 
 

8:25:34 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton noted the budget 
committee has been working since the beginning of the year and it has not been 
easy.  He believes that committee is on the right track and did the best they could. 
8:25:49 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins wanted to thank Jim Gates 
for his comments during the public hearing.  Mr. Gates represents the Marion Town 
Council and understands the same issues the Board is facing.  Mr. Gates stated 
during his comments that he understands we’re all in the same boat trying to do the 
best within our means and Supervisor Blevins appreciated that approach and 
believed it was both helpful and sincere. 
8:26:29 PM Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr. thanked 
the staff for their hard work put into working on the budget.  It’s not a fun job, but 
Chairman Blevins hopes as a whole the Board can support what the budget 
committee has put before them for the coming year.  He continued that next budget 
season, whoever is sitting here will see that it won’t be easy but it will be very close 
if not being a balanced budget without the debts the County has had over the last 
several years.  It is a difficult process, but he expressed thanks to staff, Supervisors 
Burton and Dishner along with the rest of the Board for putting up with them and 
trying to get the County moving in right direction. 
8:28:39 PM There was nothing discussed under old business. 
8:29:00 PM A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to 
adjourn the meeting.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
June 11, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board Room of the 
County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.; 

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner (entered 
meeting at 4:07 p.m.); Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson (7) 

ABSENT: None (0) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance Charlie 
Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally Morgan; County 
Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy Sheriff Derek Breedlove; 
Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (7) 

OTHERS PRESENT: Dr. Michael Robinson, Smyth County School Superintendent; 
Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News and 
Messenger; approximately 10 citizens 

 
4:03:16 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:03:20 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins to enter into closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 
Industrial/Business Prospects – discussion concerning a prospective business or 
industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s interest in location or 
expanding its facilities in the community and A.7 Legal – discussion with legal counsel and 
staff pertaining to actual or probable litigation.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner.   
4:07:26 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner entered the meeting. 
4:25:03 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to go out of closed 
session.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
4:25:15 PM Chairman Blevins recessed the meeting until 5:00 p.m. 
5:01:40 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
5:01:42 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to return to open session and adopt the 
following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed session as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a closed 
session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification 
by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a meeting was 
conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board of 
Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which 
this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business 
matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed session were 
heard, discussed or considered by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
 

After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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5:02:13 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton gave the invocation and Christy 
Bise, County Administrator’s Office, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
5:03:34 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board’s consideration for adding two items to the agenda.  
Mr. Atkins will be presenting information on changes to the proposed FY14 budget as part 
of the budget committee recommendations listed on the additional agenda and Mrs. 
Morgan will be presenting information on a meeting she recently attended in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota on economic development.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made 
a motion, seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to adopt the agenda and 
additional agenda as presented along with the two items discussed by Mr. Carter.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:04:50 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to approve the 
minutes from the May 14 and May 23, 2013 meetings.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:05:11 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve $5,317,895.00 for the General Fund 
appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations approved:  
 

 General Fund:  
  
  General County $ 1,081,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (June 12 – 30, 2013) $    221,895.00 
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  Schools – Operating Fund $ 4,015,000.00 
  
   Total General Fund $ 5,317,895.00   

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:06:46 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve $96,512.33 for the School Debt 
and Capital Outlay Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:07:08 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $1,500,000.00 for the School 
Construction Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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5:07:24 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to approve $87.77 for the Animal Damage 
Fund appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:07:45 PM It was moved by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $244.27 for the IDA Fund 4 
appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:08:00 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by Vice 
Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $160,820.11 for the 
Courthouse Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  None. 
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5:08:20 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by Vice 
Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $55,934.57 for the Lick Skillet 
Housing Project appropriation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:08:47 PM It was moved by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, seconded by Rye 
Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to approve $459,040.13 for the accounts payable 
listing. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:09:56 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Scott Schumaker, owner of Appalachian Mountain 
Spirits, located in the Walker’s Creek area of Marion.  She noted that Appalachian Mountain 
Spirits is one of the few legal distilleries in Virginia. 
5:10:39 PM  Mr. Schumaker informed the Board he got his start by making alcohol for fuel 
since he lives off the grid and makes his own power.  It was suggested, because the alcohol 
he made was good, that he not burn it but do something else with it.  Mr. Schumaker 
obtained a federal license, put together a business plan and got financing through his 
fraternity brothers to start the business.  His product is now in 40 stores in Virginia 
including ABC stores.  He does tastings at ABC stores throughout southwest Virginia, but he 
cannot sell or do tastings on his property due to Smyth County being a dry county.  He does 
have a store located at 112 East Main that he is making into a tourism retail shop/country 
store and the federal government has approved for one of his stills to be placed there for 
processing.  Mr. Schumaker noted that he purchases all the grains he possibly can from 
Smyth County farmers.  He currently has three employees at his business.  Mr. Schumaker 
currently has a full time job at Smyth County Community Hospital but he looks forward to 
expanding his business.  He stated he picked Smyth County for his business because he 
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loves this area.  He noted that his War Horn whiskey is named in honor of his deceased 
brother who served in the military.   Mr. Schumaker also currently funds two scholarship 
programs for the ROTC, one in Massachusetts and one in Florida, and he has plans to fund a 
local one in Smyth County.  He wants his business to bring tourists in and make Smyth 
County and Marion special.  Mr. Schumaker believes the area has wonderful resources and 
he praised the outstanding support he has received from the community. 
5:20:35 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time.  Watson Gollehon spoke concerning 
his recent request to rezone approximately 0.664 acres located beside 1663 Chestnut Ridge 
Road in Chilhowie, Virginia from residential to agriculture/rural.  After the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors approved this rezoning request, Mr. Gollehon 
encountered a problem when laying out the septic system on lot 7 as defined on the plat 
presented to the Board.  There is a utility easement in place that affects the northwest 
corner of this lot and a permit can’t be issued to put in the septic because of this easement.  
Mr. Gollehon is requesting this utility easement be vacated and he would appreciate any 
help the Board could provide with regard to this matter.  There will need to be a public 
hearing set and Mr. Carter noted, if the Board chooses to set the public hearing, they have 
the ability to waive the rules and consider the vacation of the easement the same day of the 
public hearing.  Mr. Carter informed Mr. Gollehon that July 9th is the quickest turnaround 
possible to set the public hearing.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a 
motion to hold a public hearing on July 9, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. and that all notices and 
publications related to the removal of the utility easement on lots 7 and 8 shall be paid by 
the applicant.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Carter added that Mrs. Clayton will work to put together the ad and clarified that Mr. 
Gollehon will be required as Supervisor Blevins’ motion stated to pay for the advertising. 
 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:28:57 PM With no one else wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
5:29:14 PM The Board moved to the additional agenda to consider the budget committee 
recommendations prior to consideration of the proposed FY14 budget. 
5:29:38 PM Mr. Atkins reported the budget committee met after the public hearing on the 
proposed budget and five changes were made to what was presented at the meeting: 1) 
Professional services related to the tax reassessment cost was decreased from $45,000 to 
$30,000; 2) increased revenue in machinery and tools tax from $1.5 million dollars to $1.9 
million dollars; 3) the storm water management grant was increased by $18,000; 4) the 
Department of Education revenue was decreased from $12,000 to $1,500; and 5) the line of 
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duty payment to VACO was decreased from $57,074 to $54,074.  There were some changes 
to the school board’s part of the budget that do not affect the amount of local dollars or the 
bottom line.  These changes include increasing revenue in the textbook fund from $310,000 
to $418,144 and increasing the expenditure side from $250,000 to $560,000.  There was 
also a request from the Zoning Department to create expense and revenue line items 
pertaining to nuisance and zoning clean-ups. This will allow for public nuisance properties 
to be cleaned up by the County prior to being sold.  $10,000 was placed in both these new 
revenue and expenditure line items with no change to the local money involved but it does 
affect the budget bottom line.  The difference in the budget was originally $1,404,600 and 
has now decreased to $1,094,000.  This reflects a significant, positive change from the same 
time last year.  It was also noted that $15,000 of local money was included in the current 
year’s budget to match the $600,000 CDBG grant money for the Lick Skillet housing project.  
Unfortunately, some problems were encountered during project administration and $5,850 
of local money still remains and will have to be spent out of next year’s budget.  The 
expenditure side for Lick Skillet is showing $470,405 and the revenue side showing 
$505,405.  All revenue received next year related to the project will be grant money. 
5:36:18 PM Mr. Carter also reported the School Board is requesting a transfer in the 
current FY13 budget in the amount of $275,000 from the facilities (64000) to the 
instruction (61000).  This request doesn’t affect local money; it’s already approved and 
adopted in current FY 13 budget but does require Board action to authorize the transfer.  
This request is coming before the Board as a unanimous recommendation from the budget 
committee. The Board unanimously approved this recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:37:58 PM Mr. Atkins informed the Board two audit proposals were received during the 
audit bid process.  The previous three audits have been done by Brown Edwards and that 
contract expired and the budget committee approved going out for bid.  One bid was 
received from Brown Edwards and one from Robinson, Farmer, Cox.  Staff are in the 
process of setting up interviews to begin the selection process and this is coming as a 
unanimous recommendation from the budget committee.  The Board unanimously 
approved this recommendation from the budget committee. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:39:21 PM Mr. Carter presented information on the Bryne Justice Assistance Grant 
through the Sheriff’s Department.  This is a grant through the Commonwealth of Virginia 
Department of Criminal Justice Services in the amount of $1,767.  This grant requires a 
local match of $196.00 and will be used to purchase spike strips.  There is money available 
in fund 744-010000-5450 for grants and the Sheriff’s Office is asking the Board to approve 
the grant and the local match.  This is coming before the Board as a unanimous 
recommendation from the budget committee.  The Board unanimously approved this 
recommendation. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:40:30 PM Charlie Atkins presented information on the Lick Skillet housing project.  
Previously the Board had authorized $60,000 of working capital to be put into this fund.  
$20,000 has already been put in the Lick Skillet checking account and an additional 
$40,000 needs to be added.  This $40,000 will be transferred from the General Fund.  No 
new money is coming out of current year’s budget and this money will come back to County 
when the project is finished.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a 
motion to appropriate $40,000 for the Lick Skillet housing project.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
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ABSENT:  None.   
5:41:49 PM The Board considered the FY13-14 budget from the May 14, 2013 public 
hearing.  Mr. Carter reemphasized the changes Mr. Atkins identified that have been made 
since the proposed budget was presented at that public hearing.  There is a reduction in the 
deficit this year and the budget that includes all changes is very tight.  After discussion, 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to adopt the FY13-14 budget 
with the changes approved at tonight’s meeting.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.    
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
5:46:04 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the tax rates.   
 
The Board proposes to adopt, pursuant to §58.1-3001 et seq. a real estate levy on all taxable 
real estate located in Smyth County, Virginia, including equalized real estate, where 
applicable, a unit levy of $0.74 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; tax on tangible personal 
property and the tangible personal property of public service corporations, except rolling 
stock of corporations operating railroads, a unit levy of $2.30 per $100.00 of assessed 
valuation; Machinery & Tools $1.55 per $100.00 of assessed valuation; tax on Category 23 
items (trucks used in interstate commerce over 10,000 pounds) a unit levy of $1.55 per 
$100.00 of assessed valuation; Tax on merchants capital a unit levy of $0.40 per $100.00 of 
assessed valuation. 
  
There was no tax increase declared for FY14.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton 
made a motion to approve the tax rates as they stand.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe 
D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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5:47:41 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on the proposed farmer’s market in the 
Town of Chilhowie.  The County held a public hearing regarding the 99 year deed 
restriction on the former County owned property where the location of the farmer’s market 
is being proposed.   Mrs. Clayton has been working with Rick Money, the Town of 
Chilhowie’s attorney, since the public hearing.  Mrs. Clayton believes it would be wise to 
add language to the deed that reads, once voted for, would allow for the deed modification 
and the Town of Chilhowie would accept the modification along with indemnity to the 
County holding the Town responsible for dealing with any issues that may arise from the 
placement of the farmer’s market on the green space.  Mrs. Clayton would like to work with 
the Town of Chilhowie some more before the Board decides for or against the deed 
modification.  This would require a vote by the Board of Supervisors to accept the deed 
modifications and the Town of Chilhowie would then vote on accepting the deed.  Mrs. 
Clayton plans to have the information available for presentation at the July meeting.  North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if there could be a vote on the matter tonight 
and Mrs. Clayton answered it was her preference to wait until she and Mr. Money can do 
more work on the deed.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked whether it 
was known if the Chilhowie Town Council has approved the development of the farmer’s 
market.  Mrs. Clayton answered the Town vote that took place was to send the matter back 
before the Board for the deed modification but there was no affirmative vote on the 
farmer’s market placement.  Mrs. Clayton also stated the deed would only permit for the 
building of a farmer’s market, it would not release any right.  The Town could only build 
what has been presented and the Town would be required to accept the deed modifications 
and have the deed recorded.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins stated he 
thought the Town was asked to have a public hearing and approve the farmer’s market but, 
according to paper, that motion was made with no second.  He questioned why they are 
coming before the Board of Supervisors before they vote.  Mrs. Clayton answered they 
don’t have to vote.  It’s prudent for the Town of Chilhowie to accept responsibility for the 
space and indemnify the County if the restriction on the deed is released.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins stated he has no problem for or against the farmer’s 
market, he’s asking why should the Board make modification to the deed prior to town 
voting whether they want to do it.  Mrs. Clayton answered the Board of Supervisors has the 
power to say the Town of Chilhowie has to vote before the deed can be modified.   Vice 
Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner stated the Town of Chilhowie was to have 
the plans worked out before coming back to the Board and he asked if that had been done 
at the Town Council meetings.  Mrs. Clayton answered the Town had the hearings but the 
Council voted to send it back to the County. Mrs. Clayton stated she was not aware of other 
placement options for the farmer’s market.  Mrs. Clayton also stated the Board could 
require the Town Council to take a vote.  Mrs. Clayton stated once more that, if County does 
approve deed modifications, it would be the Town’s responsibility and the County should 
not be involved after that point.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a 
motion for the Town of Chilhowie to work out the plans and details of the proposed 
farmer’s market and have the Chilhowie Town Council accept or deny that and, if they vote 
to proceed, then bring it back to the Board with a request for deed modification.  The 
motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:   Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:02:17 PM Mr. Carter informed the Board a festival permit application had been received 
for the Rich Valley Fair.  The fair begins on Friday, July 26th and runs through Saturday, 
August 3rd.  The fair has gone through the ordinance process and Mr. Carter is asking board 
to set a public hearing for the July 9th meeting to take comments.  In addition, he’s asking 
the Board to consider waiving the rules due to time constraints and vote on the application 
at the July 9th meeting.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion 
to set the public hearing for Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at 6:15 p.m.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:03:56 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the Planning Commission recommendation on Charles 
Melvin Thweatt from the May 23, 2013 public hearing.     
 

Recommendation on Charles Melvin Thweatt – Special Use Permit to develop 
“Mini-Warehouse” in the Industrial District:  With no discussion, at approximately 
7:30 p.m. Mrs. Harris made a motion to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s approve 
Mr. Thweatt’s application to allow him to develop “Mini-Warehouses”  on his property 
addressed as 5735 and 5781 Atkins Tank Road, in Atkins, (Tax Map Nos. 48B-1-1, 
48B-1-2, 48B-1-3, 48B-1-4, 48B-1-5, 48B-1-6, 48B-6-2, 48B-A-1, 48B-6-1 and 48B-A-
4). Mr. Venable seconded the motion and the following vote was recorded. 

 
 Ayes:  6 Venable, Davidson, Wassum, Pugh, Harris and Frazier 
 Abstain: 1 Sparks 
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to approve the 
Planning Commission recommendation.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:05:10 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the Planning Commission recommendation on Randall and 
Carl Taylor from the May 23, 2013 public hearing. 
 

Recommendation on Randall and Carl Taylor – Special Use Permit (Accessory 
Building above 150ft² in size, without a main building):  At approximately 7:30 
p.m. Mr. Frazier turned the meeting back over to Mr. Sparks, Chairman. After more 
discussion, including the following: (1) Mr. Seymour’s acknowledgement that to date, 
there have been no problems with race cars at Mr. Taylor’s; (2) the fact that Mr. 
Taylor’s property is zoned the same as Mr. Seymour’s; and, (3) while there are deed 
restrictions on Mr. Seymour’s property, they are not applicable to Mr. Taylor’s. Ms. 
Harris made a motion to approve Mr. Taylor’s application with the following 
restriction: No motor vehicle shall be parked or stored outside of the garage on this 
lot unless the same shall be properly registered, inspected, and tagged for legal 
operation on the highways on the Commonwealth of Virginia. Mr. Davidson seconded 
the motion and the following vote was recorded. 

 
 Ayes: 7 Venable, Davidson, Wassum, Sparks, Pugh, Harris and Frazier 
 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if there was any public announcement 
of intent made on these recommendations from the Planning Commission.  He stated that, 
according to the rules, there has to be a publication of intent.  Mr. Carter stated that’s an 
interpretation and Mrs. Clayton stated she doesn’t know of anything published after the 
public hearing but she will check into it.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
questioned why nothing was published and Mrs. Clayton answered there was no additional 
requirement for ads after the Planning Commission findings, but stated again she will look 
into the matter.  Earl McClure addressed the Board on repealing the zoning ordinance 
because neither the Board of Supervisors or the Planning Commission follow it.  He stated 
the ordinance says the Planning Commission will review and attest anything that comes 
before them but the recommendation said there was no discussion on the matter.  He 
further stated that, according to Virginia Code Section 15.2-2204, the local Planning 
Commission shall not recommend any plan or ordinance until notice of intention to do so 
has been published in the paper.  Mrs. Clayton noted that Planning Commission members 
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are expected to know what they are to follow, specifically the code, principles and 
standards.  She further stated these hearings can be joint and when the Planning 
Commission makes a recommendation it’s presumed the members know what they’re 
looking at so when recommendations are sent to the Board there is no second hearing 
requirement.  Mrs. Clayton will research further and send a response to the Board.  Royal 
Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion, seconded by Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation including 
the restriction. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:17:49 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, Chairman of the Surplus 
Committee, reported the committee met and reviewed the bids submitted for the surplus 
vehicles.  The committee is recommending to accept the highest bids on each vehicle with 
the exception of the 2002 Ford Explorer which was taken off the list and will remain as part 
of the County vehicle fleet.  Mr. Carter reported $13,412.00 will go into the County’s general 
fund and $7,948.75 will go into the Sheriff’s Department drug asset or literary fund.  The 
Board unanimously approved the committee’s recommendation to accept the bids. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:19:20 PM Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr., Chairman of the Animal 
Control Committee, presented the committee’s recommendation on paying animal damage 
claims.  Of the seven claims submitted, one was not approved for payment due to lack of 
evidence that another animal was involved.  The claims total $2,152.75.  The Board 
unanimously approved the committee’s recommendation on the animal damage claims. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:20:33 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
appropriate $2,152.75 for payment of the animal damage claims.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:21:07 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, Chairman of the appointment 
committee, presented recommendations on term expirations and committee appointments.  
The appointment committee unanimously recommends reappointing John “Robbie” Doyle 
to serve on the Wytheville Community College Board for a four-year term that expires June 
30, 2017. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:21:50 PM The appointment committee unanimously recommends reappointing Carl 
Parsons, Jr. to serve on the Rye Valley Water Authority for a four-year term that expires 
June 30, 2017. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:22:11 PM The appointment committee unanimously recommends appointing Bobby Coe 
to serve on the Rye Valley Water Authority for a four-year term that expires June 30, 2017.  
Mr. Coe will be replacing Gary Hall. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:22:31 PM The appointment committee unanimously recommends reappointing Manuel 
Street to serve on the Keep Southwest Virginia Beautiful committee for a one year term 
that expires June 30, 2014. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:22:48 PM The appointment committee unanimously recommends reappointing North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to serve on the Marion Downtown Revitalization 
Committee for a one-year term that expires June 30, 2014. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:23:18 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call stated he had spoken with Con 
Smith, current Industrial Development Authority chairman, and Mr. Smith does not wish to 
continue his service on the Authority when his term expires on June 30, 2013. Supervisor 
Call is working on two prospective IDA members and will have more information at the 
next meeting.   
6:24:25 PM Mrs. Morgan presented information on a consultant’s forum she recently 
attended in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The focus of the forum was on the resurgence of 
manufacturing.  Mrs. Morgan stated the forum gave her an opportunity to learn a lot along 
with the opportunity to meet with consultants from different companies and specialties.  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson asked about expected increases in 
manufacturing by 2015 and North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins mentioned 
quality issues with products made outside the U.S.  Mrs. Morgan noted unemployment rates 
in the region are still higher than most, but unemployment in the County did go down to 
9.2% in April.  She also reported the Trade Act application submitted by Merillat was 
approved which means additional training dollars for displaced workers. 
6:34:00 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing on the Smyth County/Chilhowie 
Enterprise Zone (#51) amendments. 
6:34:09 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth County 
News and Messenger: 

 
Notice of Public Hearing 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors, in accordance with section 15.2-1427 (F) of the Code of 
Virginia, will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, June 11, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., or soon thereafter, in 
the Board of Supervisors Meeting Room at the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, 
Marion, Virginia.   
 
The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments on changes to the Smyth County/Chilhowie 
Enterprise Zone (Virginia Enterprise Zone #51).  The changes, presented on September 11, 2012 
at a public hearing, apply to County Code Article IX – Sections 23-278, 23-279 and 23-280, and 
relate primarily to the enterprise zone incentive eligibility requirements for the economic 
stimulus grant and the reduction of user fees on water/sewer and building permits. 
 
The text of the proposed amendments is on file and can be viewed at the County 
Administrator’s Office at 121 Bagley Circle, Marion, Virginia.   Any questions regarding the 
proposed changes can be directed to Sally Morgan at 276-783-7000, Ext. 206 or 
smorgan@smythcounty.org. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;11-Jun-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:23:18&quot;?Data=&quot;2e5001b8&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;11-Jun-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:24:25&quot;?Data=&quot;b872b0b2&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;11-Jun-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:00&quot;?Data=&quot;59c1ade4&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;11-Jun-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:34:09&quot;?Data=&quot;24c9e26e&quot;
mailto:smorgan@smythcounty.org


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

 

18 
 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance to 
attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, Smyth County ADA 
Coordinator, at (276) 783-3298 ext. 227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 

 
Done by order of the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 

Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 
 
6:35:45 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive the 
reading of the rules for public hearings.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
6:36:07 PM With no one wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed the public hearing. 
6:36:19 PM Chairman Blevins opened discussion on old business.  No items under old 
business were discussed. 
6:36:54 PM Chairman Blevins opened supervisor comment time. 
6:36:58 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call asked about the date and time for 
the next School Board meeting. 
6:37:46 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked about any updates 
on Exit 47 and Mr. Carter answered that discussions continue.  Supervisor Dishner said 
working on the budget was hard this year and he would like to see certain things funded, 
but the County needs to take care of their own things first.  He would like to see the “other” 
requests fully funded because those areas contact a lot of people and groups in the county, 
but some of these agencies are funded by other places in the budget.  It’s not as if they 
aren’t being funded, they’re being funded in different ways such as one area being that 
funds down to another.  Supervisor Dishner concluded that it was a hard-nosed budget and 
he appreciates the budget committee and staff’s hard work. 
6:40:46 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton reported that he worked with 
Supervisor Dishner on the budget committee and he echoes what was just said.  There is a 
lot of very difficult work done behind the scenes.  There are a lot of good projects that help 
people throughout the county that the committee would like to fund, but there is only so 
much money to go around.  “You have to work on needs before wants”.  Supervisor Burton 
was also wondering about any progress on Exit 47 and it appears things are moving behind 
the scenes so “we’ll wait and see what happens”.    Supervisor Burton stated that in his year 
and a half serving on the Board of Supervisors his reward is working with good people.  He 
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sat out in the audience before he ran not realizing what all goes on in the County behind the 
scenes and staff do a good job but they don’t get much recognition. 
6:42:41 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner added that cuts made to 
the budget were not spiteful.  There are only “x” amount of dollars available to work with 
without increasing taxes.   
6:43:58 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins said it’s been a very fast and good 
year and a half since he’s served on the Board.  The budget process has been difficult and, 
although he doesn’t feel 100% good about how it stands, he looks forward to the day of a 
balanced budget or surplus so the “other” category can be discussed positively versus 
negatively. 
6:44:54 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins expressed his thanks to the 
budget committee.  Everything can’t be funded and he would like everyone to know this is 
the citizen’s money the County is dealing with and the Board needs to be responsible with 
it.  Both the Board and budget committee have done just that by dividing wants and needs 
and making sure the needs of the citizens are met.  He would like to have money for the 
“wants” but it’s just not there and he cannot see raising taxes on every citizen in this 
County.  The Board has to “concentrate on needs and that’s what we’re doing”. 
6:45:58 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson expressed her appreciation 
for what the budget committee has done.  She understands it’s a huge task and 
undertaking.  Supervisor Davidson stated she looks at the budget from another business 
model and running the County is a business.  You have to look at every facet that comes 
through.   The “other” items are not wants but needs because she uses more of a marketing 
business model.  For a business to succeed you have to market it, put it out there and look 
at the return on investment; however, she understands the business model the budget 
committee came from. 
6:47:24 PM Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H Blevins, Jr. expressed his 
thanks to the staff for work done on the budget.  He also thanked the other members of the 
budget committee along with the full Board for their support of what was presented to 
them.  Chairman Blevins said he hopes next year to have a balanced budget. 
6:48:47 PM Mr. Carter reported that, with additional appropriations to be made prior to 
the end of the fiscal year on June 30th, a second meeting will need to be scheduled.  Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to continue the meeting until Thursday, 
June 20, 2013 at 5:00 p.m.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  None.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a special called meeting at 4:00 p.m., Friday, 
June 28, 2013.  The purpose of the meeting was to approve end of FY13 appropriations.  
The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board Room of the County Office 
Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.; Rye 

Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins; Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton; Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call (4) 

ABSENT: Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson (3) 

STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Director of Finance Charlie 
Atkins; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Deputy Sheriff Mike 
Hounshell; Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (5) 

 
4:02:21 PM Chairman Blevins called the special meeting to order. 
4:02:26 PM Mr. Atkins provided an update on the financial status of the County at the end 
of the fiscal year.  He noted that FY13 was completed without using any of the $1.9 million 
dollars in reserve.  Revenue collected was close to what was projected for the fiscal year.  
General property taxes, local sales tax, County water and landfill revenue collected was in 
excess of what was budgeted.  There was no draw on the $5 million dollar line of credit and 
the year finished with $2.8 million dollars in the general fund banking account.  There is 
more money in other bank accounts that is dedicated to other projects, but the general fund 
is where the general well-being of the County is gauged.  Of the twenty nine County 
departments, seven came in over budget but that overage was offset by additional grant 
money.  The 2013 budget was a success, but it was not designed to get cash back to a 
minimal operating level.  Mr. Atkins noted that for the 2014 budget year, cash flow will be 
tight for July and August.  Mr. Atkins concluded there is enough money in the bank to cover 
today’s requested appropriations. 
4:06:12 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, seconded by 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $5,667,480.00 for the General Fund 
appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations approved:  
 

 General Fund:  
  
  General County $   500,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (July 1 – 9, 2013) $     60,000.00 
   
  Schools – Operating Fund $5,107,480.00 
  
   Total General Fund $5,667,480.00   
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 

North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

4:06:43 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, seconded by 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to approve $453,074.25 for the accounts 
payable listing.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 

North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

4:07:02 PM A motion was made by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 

North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia.   
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. 

Blevins, Jr.; Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. 
Todd Dishner; North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton; 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson (entered the 
meeting at 4:50 p.m.) (6) 

ABSENT: Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins (1) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Director of Finance 
Charlie Atkins; Economic Development Director Sally 
Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; 
Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (6) 

OTHERS: Sheriff David Bradley; Major Mike Hounshell; Arthur 
Barker, Sheriff’s Office grant writer; Stephanie Porter-
Nichols, Smyth County News and Messenger 

 
4:02:29 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting to order. 
4:02:37 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins to enter into closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.1 
Personnel; A.5 Industrial/Business Prospects – discussion concerning a 
prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or 
industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or 
industry’s interest in location or expanding its facilities in the community and A.7 
Legal – discussion with legal counsel and staff pertaining to actual or probable 
litigation.  Mrs. Clayton asked that A.3 Acquisition of Property also be added to 
closed session discussion.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, Royal Oak District 
Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
5:37:10 PM Chairman Blevins called the meeting back to order. 
5:37:17 PM It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to return to open session 
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and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:38:00 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton gave the invocation and 
Michelle Clayton, County Attorney, led the pledge of allegiance. 
5:39:13 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion, 
seconded by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, to adopt the agenda and 
additional agenda as presented. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
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Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:39:28 PM One correction was noted to the June 11, 2013 minutes.  The minutes 
will be corrected to show that Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time under the 
timestamp 5:20:35 PM.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a 
motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2013 and June 28, 2013 meetings 
with the noted correction.  The motion was seconded by Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe D. Call. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:40:18 PM Mrs. Morgan introduced Pat Messer, plant manager from TRW.  Mr. 
Messer provided a presentation to the Board on TRW’s facility and the automobile 
parts they manufacture. 
5:50:24 PM Mrs. Morgan asked the Board’s consideration of the resolution listed on 
the additional agenda commending TRW for their recent manufacturing award from 
the SW VA Technology Council.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a 
motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS,  the TRW Automotive facility in Atkins, Virginia has been in operation for 22 years 
and currently  employs 350 people; and  
WHEREAS, the TRW facility will ship 1.4 million steering units this year, including 1.1 million 
electric power steering (EPS) systems.   
 
WHEREAS, the facility began converting from manufacturing hydraulic steering units to EPS units 
in 2010, and this conversion included a significant investment of capital at the facility and 
retraining of the workforce.   
 
WHEREAS, over the last 22 years, the Atkins facility customer base has included companies such 
as Volkswagen, Nissan, BMW, and Mazda.  The facility currently supplies EPS steering units to 
Ford and General Motors and also continues to supply hydraulic steering units for certain Ford 
and Chrysler vehicle platforms. 
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WHEREAS, the EPS gears are assembled on state-of-the-industry assembly lines at the Atkins 
facility which has a test system that is world class in terms of capability.  In addition to assembly 
of the gear, the plant must manage a global supply network for electronic and close-tolerance 
mechanical components.   

WHEREAS, the Southwest Virginia Technology Council honored TRW Automotive in Atkins, 
Virginia with its “High Tech Excellence in Advanced Manufacturing” award at its June 13, 2013 
Annual Banquet, recognizing its overall achievement in advanced manufacturing in the region. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors of Smyth County commends TRW Automotive in 
Atkins, Virginia for its award for Advanced Manufacturing of the Year; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors sincerely appreciates the significant 
investment that the company has made at its Atkins plant and wishes the company continued 
success. 
 
Adopted by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors               Wade Blevins, Chairman 
July 9, 2013        
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins 
5:51:22 PM Mr. Atkins provided a financial status update.  He stated any Board 
member wanting a hard copy of the recently adopted budget needs to let him know 
and a copy will be provided to them.  Mr. Atkins reported, according to the 
Treasurer’s Office, there is $3,299,000 in the bank to cover tonight’s $3,200,000 
appropriation request.  He noted there are some large payment amounts in this 
request including line of duty, insurance and the regional jail payments which didn’t 
hit until August last year.   
5:53:12 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $2,400,000.00 for the 
General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation of the appropriations 
approved:  
 
 General County $1,475,000.00 
  
 Social Services   
  (July 10 – 31, 2013) $325,000.00  
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 Schools – Operating Fund $600,000.00 
  
  Total General Fund $2,400,000.00 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:53:35 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $400,000.00 for the 
School Textbook Fund appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:53:51 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $800,000.00 for the 
School Debt and Capital Outlay Fund appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:53:35&quot;?Data=&quot;57769865&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:53:51&quot;?Data=&quot;0e4dec2f&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

 

6 
 

5:54:05 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $1,200,000 for the School 
Construction Fund appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:54:18 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $248.29 for the Animal 
Damage Fund appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:54:32 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $22,899.17 for the IDA 
Fund 4 appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:54:46 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, to approve $139,534.85 for 
the Courthouse Project appropriation.   
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After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:55:06 PM It was moved by Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve $1,343,254.54 for the 
accounts payable listing appropriation.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
5:55:27 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time. 
5:55:36 PM With no one wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
5:55:54 PM Mrs. Morgan reviewed the changes to Enterprise Zone #51.  A public 
hearing was held last fall on the changes, which were approved by the Board, and 
the public hearing last month pertained to codifying the language in the County 
Code to reflect those approved amendments.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins made a motion to accept codifying the language in the County Code to reflect 
the amendments to Enterprise Zone #51.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
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5:58:41 PM Mr. Carter reviewed the FY13 aid to localities.  Shannon Williams, 911 
Coordinator, provided a letter identifying the remaining portion of aid to localities 
for local fire programs.  This money is in the budget and Mr. Carter noted the 
collections runs 100% with 90% collected in one budget year and the remaining 
10% in the first quarter of the following year.  Mr. Williams is seeking Board 
approval to disburse $9,986.00 to the six fire departments (Atkins, Adwolfe, Nebo, 
Sugar Grove, Chilhowie and Saltville).  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
made a motion to approve disbursement of the FY13 aid to localities in the amount 
of $9,986.00.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:00:04 PM Mrs. Clayton presented information on a real estate tax refund in the 
amount of $2,624.56 submitted by the Commissioner of Revenue’s Office for tax 
map #62-A-4.  This property is located in Wythe County but was mistakenly 
assessed as being located in Smyth County and the property owners paid taxes in 
Smyth County when they weren’t supposed to.  The Commissioner of Revenue is 
requesting a refund be issued for three years of those tax payments.  Mrs. Clayton 
noted there is no obligation by the Commissioner of Revenue’s Office to pay beyond 
three years.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to support 
payment of the tax refund.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:01:57 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing on the abandonment of a 
portion of Atkins Tank Road.   
6:02:04 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;17:58:41&quot;?Data=&quot;3df1c47d&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:00:04&quot;?Data=&quot;94202687&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:01:57&quot;?Data=&quot;399a73e4&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;18:02:04&quot;?Data=&quot;90d5f6ba&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

 

9 
 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Pursuant to section 33.1-151 of the Code of Virginia, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors 
will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at 6:00 P.M., or soon thereafter, in the 
Board of Supervisors meeting room at 121 Bagley Circle, Smyth County Office Building.   
 
The purpose of the hearing will be to receive comments on a proposed abandonment of a 
portion of Secondary Route 686 (“Atkins Tank Road”) from Route 625 (“Virginia Highlands 
Avenue”) to approximately 380 feet east of Route 625.    
   
At the above-mentioned day, time, and place any citizen of Smyth County may appear to 
express their opinion(s). 
 
A full copy of a map detailing the surrounding affected area is on file at the office of the 
County Administrator at 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion VA, and may be viewed during 
regular business hours 8:00 am – 5:00 pm, Monday – Friday.   
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance 
to attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, Smyth County ADA 
Coordinator, at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

 
6:03:26 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to waive the 
reading of the rules for public hearings.  The motion was seconded by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:03:47 PM There was no one in attendance wishing to speak at this public hearing. 
6:03:54 PM Chairman Blevins closed the public hearing. 
6:04:05 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to waive the 
rules and take action on this matter at tonight’s meeting.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:04:30 PM Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton made a motion to approve 
the abandonment of the specified portion of Atkins Tank Road.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:04:57 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing on the Rich Valley Fair 
festival permit.  
6:05:04 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 9, 
2013, at 6:15 p.m., or soon thereafter, in the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley 
Circle, Marion, Virginia, to consider the following application for an Annual Musical or 
Entertainment Festival permit under the Code of Smyth County, Virginia: 
 

The Rich Valley Fair Association has submitted a festival application for a nine 
(9) day event to be held July 26, 2013 thru August 3, 2013.  This event will be 
held at the Rich Valley Fairgrounds located at 325 Long Hollow Road, Saltville, 
Virginia.  The applied festival hours are as follows: 

 
Friday, July, 26, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. through the event completion, except music 
events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-98.  
Saturday, July 27, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. through the event completion, except music 
events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-98.   
Sunday, July 28, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 29, 2013 – 4:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 30, 2013 – 1:30 p.m. through the event completion, except music 
events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-98. 
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Wednesday, July 31, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. through the event completion, except 
music events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-
98. 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. through the event completion, except 
music events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-
98. 
Friday, August 2, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. through the event completion, except music 
events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-98. 
Saturday, August 3, 2013 – 10:00 a.m. through the event completion, except 
music events which will end by midnight per the Smyth County Code Section 5-
98. 

 
At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors of Smyth 
County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her views thereon.  
 
A copy of this application along with their maps and plans are on file in the Office of the 
County Administrator of Smyth County at the address given above, and may be viewed 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance 
to attend and participate in the public hearing should contact Clegg Williams, Smyth County 
ADA Coordinator, at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the public 
hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

 
6:08:16 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive 
the reading of the rules for public hearings.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:09:17 PM  At the present time, there was no one wishing to speak related to this 
public hearing.  Mrs. Clayton stated it would be acceptable to discuss other business 
while the public hearing remained open until the specified start time of 6:15 p.m. in 
the event a citizen enters the meeting wishing to comment on the festival permit 
application. 
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6:09:32 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to appoint 
Amy McVey as the Saltville District representative to the Industrial Development 
Authority.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner seconded the 
motion.  Ms. McVey’s term will expire June 30, 2017. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:10:26 PM Sheriff David Bradley presented information on the fingerprinting 
process at the Sheriff’s Office.  Fingerprinting is done through the Livescan system 
which is controlled by the Virginia State Police.  Due to an increase in background 
checks related to employment and working with children, the Sheriff’s Office has 
seen an increase in civilian fingerprinting requests, sometimes up to 15 per week.  
So far, these fingerprints are being done at no cost to the civilian.  The Sheriff’s 
Office is required to fingerprint individuals related to misdemeanor and felony 
charges along with convicted juveniles at no charge.  Sheriff Bradley stated he had 
discussed civilian fingerprinting with Mrs. Clayton and the Virginia code allows for a 
$10 charge for the first civilian fingerprint card and $5 for each successive card.  It 
was noted that Smyth County is one of the few County’s that is currently not 
charging for civilian fingerprinting.  Sheriff Bradley also stated that Judge Powell has 
requested a fingerprinting machine be placed at the Courthouse to complete the 
juvenile fingerprinting and Arthur Barker is looking into grants to help off-set the 
$13,000 cost for a new machine.  Judge Powell understands the financial constraints 
of her request and is looking at the possibility of obtaining the machine through 
court system funds.  It takes approximately $2,600 per year to maintain the 
machines and Sheriff Bradley has talked to the County’s IT department about their 
staff performing the machine maintenance.  Mr. Carter noted the current budget line 
item related to fingerprinting expenses won’t change and the Sheriff’s Office is 
seeking a potential revenue line item to be set up for the civilian fingerprinting fees.  
Mrs. Clayton stated the Sheriff already has the authority to charge for civilian 
fingerprints, but this matter is being brought before the Board asking them to 
authorize creation of the revenue line item for these fees and also to make the public 
aware there will now be a charge for civilian fingerprinting done through the 
Sheriff’s Office.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion 
authorizing the County to set up the revenue line item for collecting civilian 
fingerprinting fees.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:18:30 PM Chairman Blevins returned to the public hearing and asked if there was 
any comment at this time related to the Rich Valley Fair festival permit.  There being 
no public comment, Chairman Blevins closed the public hearing. 
6:18:51 PM Mr. Carter asked the Board’s consideration for waiving the rules and 
voting on the festival application tonight.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson made a motion to waive the rules and vote on the application tonight.  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:19:17 PM Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson made a motion to 
approve the Rich Valley Fair festival permit application.  Saltville District Supervisor 
Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion.  It was noted by Mr. Carter the application fee 
has been received and all paperwork is in order. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:20:01 PM Mrs. Morgan asked the Board’s consideration of the IDA appointment to 
the SWIFA Board.  She stated that, historically, the IDA chairman has served as the 
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IDA representative on the SWIFA board.  With Mr. Smith’s upcoming retirement 
from the IDA, his remaining term on the SWIFA board will need to be filled.  The IDA 
will conduct election of officers at their meeting on July 17, 2013 and the next 
SWIFA meeting is scheduled the day after on July 18, 2013.  She is asking the Board 
to consider appointing the newly elected IDA chair to the SWIFA Board.  Mr. Carter 
noted that, according to the by-laws, it does not have to be the IDA chair serving on 
the SWIFA board as the IDA representative.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins made a motion to approve whoever is elected IDA chairman on July 17, 2013 
as the SWIFA IDA representative.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Carter noted the appointment will be for the remainder of 
Mr. Smith’s term which will expire 12/31/14.    
 
After consideration, the motion PREVAILED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:26:10 PM Mr. Carter reported the budget committee met and interviewed the 
accounting two firms, Brown Edwards and Robinson, Farmer, Cox, who submitted 
bids for the FY13-15 audit.  Both firms presented well and gave good reasoning and 
explanation for their proposed services.  It was the budget committee’s consensus 
that Brown Edwards be recommended to the Board for further negotiation.  Mr. 
Carter has spoken with the Brown Edwards representative and he will have firm 
numbers to present at the continued Board meeting on July 25th.  The budget 
committee’s recommendation for this meeting is to proceed with negotiations for 
Brown Edwards’ audit services.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:28:09 PM Chairman Blevins opened the public hearing related to the proposed 
vacation of a public utility easement. 
6:28:21 PM Mr. Carter read the following advertisement as published in the Smyth 
County News and Messenger: 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Pursuant to sections 15.2-2204 and 15.2-2271(2) of the Code of Virginia, the Smyth County 
Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at 6:30 P.M., or 
soon thereafter, in the Board of Supervisors meeting room at 121 Bagley Circle, Smyth 
County Office Building.   
 
The purpose of the hearing will be to receive comments on a proposed ordinance vacating a 
public utility easement located at Chestnut Ridge Road Rt. 645 and shown on a Plat Slide 
331, Page 3 on lots 7 and 8 of the Deer Run Development on Chestnut Ridge.   
   
At the above-mentioned day, time, and place any citizen of Smyth County may appear to 
express their opinion(s). 
 
A full copy of a map detailing the surrounding affected area is on file at the office of the 
County Administrator at 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion VA, and may be viewed during 
regular business hours 8:00 am – 5:00 pm, Monday – Friday.   
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons requiring special assistance 
to attend and participate in this hearing should contact Clegg Williams, Smyth County ADA 
Coordinator, at (276) 783-3298 x227 at least forty eight (48) hours prior to the hearing. 
 

Done by order of the Board of Supervisors 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

 
6:30:09 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to waive 
the reading of the rules for public hearings.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:30:22 PM There was no one in attendance wishing to speak related to the public 
hearing. 
6:30:33 PM Chairman Blevins closed the public hearing. 
6:30:39 PM As requested at last month’s meeting, a motion was made by North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to waive the rules and consider this matter at 
tonight’s meeting.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:31:01 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to accept 
the vacation of the public utility easement.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. 
Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:31:38 PM Mr. Carter reported the budget committee met with the Sheriff’s Office 
to discuss the School Resource Officer (SRO) grants.  Arthur Barker presented 
information to the Board on the four-year SRO grants.  Two grants were awarded to 
Smyth County – one for the Trade/Vocational School and one for Northwood Middle 
School.  If approved, this would mean two officers would cover four schools.  The 
SRO assigned to the Trade/Vocational School would also cover Oak Point 
Elementary and the SRO assigned to Northwood Middle School would also cover 
Rich Valley Elementary.  There is a local match required for the four-year grants and 
that match increases 25% each year.  The Sheriff’s Office has a line item already in 
this year’s budget that would cover the first year’s required match.  He stated that 
year two funding would be discussed with the School Board and the Board of 
Supervisors in January.    Mr. Barker noted there would be no penalty if local match 
funding is not available for the grant positions in years two through four, but 
hopefully funds will come available for those remaining years.  Major Hounshell 
noted the locations for placement of the SRO’s were picked by the grant officials, not 
the Sheriff’s Office.  A grant for a SRO at Sugar Grove was also applied for, but it was 
not awarded by grant officials.  Major Hounshell also stated that no extra money 
would need to be added to budget for this year because this money would come out 
of a line item already established for matching grant funds.  Mr. Carter noted that 
the first year local match for the two officers would total $17,186.25.  The Sheriff’s 
Office matching grant line item was approved and adopted for the current year’s 
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budget with $30,000 so there are sufficient funds to cover this amount without 
altering the budget.  Mr. Carter also noted there would be other expenses related to 
these SRO positions such as uniforms and vehicles and the Sheriff’s Office is willing 
to take two vehicles out of the radar fund to accommodate two officers.  Mr. Carter 
stated he does not have accurate pricing numbers for the two vehicles at this point, 
but Major Hounshell will work on obtaining that information to present at the 
continued meeting on July 25th.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made 
a motion to move forward with accepting the School Resource Officer positions with 
the $17,186.25 local match coming out of the Sheriff’s Office matching grant line 
item with automobile expenses being discussed at a future date.  Saltville District 
Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor 
M. Todd Dishner noted that it was discussed in the budget committee and the School 
Board is willing to work with the Board of Supervisors and the Sheriff’s Office but, as 
of right now, these SRO positions aren’t something that the County can commit to 
funding for the entire program.    
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:40:01 PM Mr. Carter presented information discussed by the personnel committee 
related to the County’s leave share program.  Mr. Carter, Mrs. Clayton and Lisa 
Richardson, HR Director, have been working on revisions to the personnel rules and 
regulations and will presenting that information to the personnel committee soon.  
One issue they have been working on is the County’s leave share policy.  The current 
leave share program allows an employee to donate sick time to another employee in 
the event of a “catastrophic illness”.  Once their leave has been exhausted, 
employees are required to take a mandatory two-week period of leave without pay 
prior to using any leave donated to them by another County employee.  What 
defines “catastrophic illness” has recently come into question.  The personnel 
committee felt maternity leave should be added to the leave share program.  The 
options of leave without pay and FML may still exist, but the committee is asking the 
Board to consider adding maternity leave to the leave share program in addition to 
catastrophic illness or accident.  Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. 
Blevins, Jr. stated he thinks maternity leave needs to be included, but he noted there 
is no guarantee the employee will get any leave share time.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton asked about FML and Mrs. Clayton answered that 
would be unpaid leave and by using leave share that would allow for an employee to 
get paid for their leave.  Mr. Carter stated the leave share program has worked well 
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in the past and is a morale booster for employees.  Any donation of leave is 
voluntary and will be administered through the Human Resource office.  Royal Oak 
District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson stated leave sharing is commonplace and has 
to include maternity because that falls under FML categories.  Mrs. Clayton stated 
her research found that a lot of Counties don’t do maternity leave.  She also noted 
that after January 1st new employees will get short-term and long-term disability 
coverage as part of their VRS benefit which would include maternity leave and that 
did not seem fair to long-term employees who may not have optional disability 
coverage.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson also questioned 
whether it had to be sick leave that was donated or if it could be annual leave.  It was 
noted that County employees currently earn 8 hours of sick leave per month up to 
960 hours maximum.  Mr. Carter also asked if the Board sees fit to follow through 
with the committee’s recommendation of adding maternity leave to the leave share 
program that they consider an effective date to implement accordingly.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
 
The Board unanimously agreed this change to the leave share program would take 
effect immediately.  
6:51:15 PM Mrs. Morgan presented a resolution thanking Con Smith for his years of 
service to Smyth County and the Industrial Development Authority.  She noted Mr. 
Smith was appointed to the IDA at its inception in 1976 as a charter member and 
has continually served on the Authority for 37 years with a good part of those years 
in the capacity of chairman.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a 
motion to adopt this resolution.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
seconded the motion.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner asked if 
there would be a formal presentation of this resolution to Mr. Smith and Mrs. 
Morgan stated a reception in Mr. Smith’s honor is tentatively scheduled for August 
15th and the resolution will be presented to him at that time. 

 
 RESOLUTION 

In Honor of and Gratitude to Clarence F. (Con) Smith 
For His Service to the Industrial Development Authority of Smyth County 

 
WHEREAS,  Con Smith has served on  the Industrial Development Authority of  Smyth County 
for thirty-seven (37) years, beginning in June 1976, and serving as Chairman from September 
1981 through June 2013; and   
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WHEREAS, Mr.  Smith has provided invaluable time, knowledge, and leadership to the 
Industrial Development Authority of Smyth County over this extended period of time; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to this remarkable, long term service to Smyth County, Mr. Smith has been 
instrumental in numerous economic development projects, resulting in new jobs and 
investment for the County.   
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors and the Industrial Development 
Authority of Smyth County recognize the outstanding dedication and service provided by Con 
Smith, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors and the Industrial Development 
Authority of Smyth County expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude to Clarence F. Smith 
for his achievements and contributions to Smyth County. 
 
Adopted by and presented by the Smyth County Industrial Development Authority on June 19, 
2013 and by the Board of Supervisors on July 9, 2013. 
 
________________________     Wade Blevins, Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
 
________________________     Harry Dean, Vice-Chairman, Industrial Development Authority 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:54:34 PM Mrs. Morgan presented information on applying for a multi-year 
planning grant for the Lick Skillet housing project.  Initially, thirteen houses were 
approved as part of the first phase and the grant application for the second phase 
needs to be started.  The request will be for $30,000 of state funds with no local 
money requirement.  Mrs. Morgan is asking for authority to have the County 
Administrator sign the letter of intent to apply for funds along with submitting the 
grant application.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to 
approve authorization.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
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NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:57:41 PM Mrs. Clayton presented a quitclaim deed for the closing of Court Street.  
She stated the Town of Marion approved this closing in 2006 and again in 2010.  She 
is asking the Board to authorize Mr. Carter and Chairman Blevins to sign the 
paperwork and submit it to the Town of Marion.  Mrs. Clayton also noted this is a 
draft and the Marion Town Council still need to review and approve.  Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to authorize signatures by Mr. 
Carter and Chairman Blevins.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
6:59:35 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
prepare a letter of intent for sewer development as discussed during closed session.  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:00:47 PM Mr. Simpson noted the deadline for the Tobacco Commission grant for 
engineering design money related to a potential sewer development project is July 
12, 2013.  He asks the Board’s consideration to apply for a grant not to exceed 
$190,000.  Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion 
authorizing application for the Tobacco Commission grant funds.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
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North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:02:03 PM Under Old Business, North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked 
about item number 2 “Referred to the Water and Sewer Counsel, proceed with legal 
documents to provide uncollectable names and accounts from the Water and Sewer 
Department to other water providers in the county. (2-10-09)”.  He asked if this item 
could be removed since it dates back to 2009.  Mrs. Clayton stated she had spoken 
with Marion town attorney Mark Fenyk about this and never came to any particular 
suggestion.  She noted there are some changes in the law on water and sewer 
collections, i.e. collections for nonpayment of water and sewer.  Mr. Carter suggested 
removing it from Old Business and adding this item back in the future if something 
changes.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to remove 
this item from old business.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:04:04 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked about item number 
4 “Financial Discussion. (2-9-10)”.  He questioned if this needs to be updated so 
people don’t think it sits there forever.  Mr. Carter stated a new date can be added to 
reflect a more current event.   
7:04:40 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked about item number 
5 “Town of Marion’s boundary line adjustment request (10-25-11)”.  He asked if there 
had been any communication on this matter with the new Marion Town Manager in 
place.  He asked about removing this from Old Business and starting with a new 
approach.  Mr. Carter asked if North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, Atkins 
District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call 
were still interested in serving on this committee and all three stated they were.  Mr. 
Carter stated the Town of Marion is interested in approaching the committee with a 
different philosophy if they would like to move forward.  The committee members 
requested that Mr. Carter to set up another meeting with the Town of Marion 
related to this matter.  The item will remain on Old Business with a new date to 
reflect today’s request for a new beginning. 

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:02:03&quot;?Data=&quot;a36a5f92&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:04:04&quot;?Data=&quot;33a3176c&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;09-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:04:40&quot;?Data=&quot;2750c22d&quot;


Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

 

22 
 

7:08:05 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins reported that Old 
Business items 7 “Request for Designation of a Special Project Area by Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation (2-12-13)” and 8 “Reaffirmation of Virginia Sovereignty (3-12-
13)” are dead in the water with no recent movement.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to remove these two items from Old 
Business.  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:08:51 PM Mr. Carter informed the Board members that information pertaining to 
the 2013 VACO Conference coming up in November was included in tonight’s 
handout. 
7:09:06 PM Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner made a motion to 
authorize up to $7,000 for property acquisition related to the Groseclose sewer 
project as discussed during closed session.  The money will come out of line item 
502-012010-0227.  The motion was seconded by North Fork District Supervisor 
Ron C. Blevins. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and 
Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
7:10:09 PM There were no comments during Supervisor Comment Time. 
7:10:27 PM Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call made a motion to continue 
the meeting until Thursday, July 25, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner, 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton,  
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Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call and 
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson. 

NAYS:   None.  
ABSTAINERS:  None. 
ABSENT:  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins. 
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The Smyth County Board of Supervisors held a continued meeting at 7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, July 25, 2013.  The location of the meeting was in the First Floor Board 
Room of the County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, Suite 100, Marion, Virginia. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor, Wade H. Blevins, Jr.; 

Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner; Rye Valley District 
Supervisor Rick K. Blevins; Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
Burton; Chilhowie District Planning Commissioner Graham 
Davidson Sr.; Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson; 
Park District Planning Commissioner Joel Pugh; Chairman, 
North Fork Dist. Planning Commissioner Norman Sparks; 
Saltville District Planning Commissioner Wayne Venable; Atkins 
District Planning Commissioner Charles Wassum III; Saltville 
District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call; North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins; and Rye Valley District Planning 
Commissioner, L. V. Pokey Harris  (13) 

ABSENT: Royal Oak District Planning Commissioner, Blake Frazier (1) 
STAFF: County Administrator Michael Carter; Assistant County 

Administrator Scott Simpson; Economic Development Director 
Sally Morgan; County Attorney Michelle Clayton; Sheriff’s 
Department Major Mike Hounshell; Administrative Assistant 
Becca Kirk; Administrative Assistant Christy Bise (7) 

OTHERS: Stephanie Porter-Nichols, Smyth County News and Messenger; 
approximately 3 citizens 

 
Public Hearing:  At 7:00 p.m. Wade Blevins, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, 
and Norman Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission, called the joint public 
hearing to order.   
 
Mr. Carter read the advertisement as placed in the Smyth County News and 
Messenger as well as the rules of procedure during public hearings.   

 
 

BEFORE THE SMYTH COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND 
SMYTH COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
The Smyth County Board of Supervisors and the Smyth County Planning Commission will 
conduct a joint public hearing on Thursday, July 25, 2013, at 7:00 P.M. or as soon after 7:00 
P.M. as an application may be heard, in the Smyth County Office Building, 121 Bagley Circle, 
Marion, Virginia, to consider the following application(s) to the Zoning Ordinance of Smyth 
County, Virginia: 

 
An application from Judy Wise for a Special Use Permit to establish an 
Automotive Sales and Service business.   The property is located at 230 River 
Road, Chilhowie.  It is identified as Tax Map No. 64-A-28 and is zoned 
Agricultural/Rural. 
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At this public hearing, subject to the rules of procedure of the Board of Supervisors and 
Planning Commission of Smyth County, Virginia, any person may appear and state his/her 
views thereon. 
 
Copies of the application(s) along with their maps/drawings are on file in the Office of the 
County Administrator of Smyth County.  Copies are also maintained by the County Zoning 
Administrator at the address given above, and may be viewed during regular business 
hours Monday through Friday. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities, persons requiring special assistance to 
attend and participate in this hearing should contact the Smyth County Building and Zoning 
Department at (276) 783-3298 ext. 227 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing. 

 
Done by order of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission. 

 
Michael L. Carter, County Administrator 

Norman K. Sparks, Chairman of the Planning Commission 
 
 

Judy Wise – Special Use Permit for Automotive Sales and Service Business in 
the Agricultural/Rural District: At approximately 7:03 p.m. Mrs. Clayton stated 
Ms. Wise’s interest in establishing an Automotive Sales and Service business in an 
existing retail sales business she owns at 230 River Road in Chilhowie. She 
identified the property as Tax Map Number 64-A-28 and stated it is zoned 
Agricultural/Rural. She informed the Members of Section 3-2-2 e) which allows the 
proposed use by the issuance of a Special Use Permit, Section 10-8 which defines an 
Automotive Sales and Service Business, Article 6 which contains the provisions for a 
Special Use Permit, and she pointed out the 2013 Comprehensive Plan identifies this 
property as Rural/Residential on the Future Land Use map. She stated Mr. Williams 
advertised notice of this public hearing in the Smyth County News on July 13th and 
20th.  In addition, he sent letters to all of the adjoining property owners for which an 
affidavit is on file. He received no comments or questions on tonight’s application. 
 
Ms. Wise was present for any questions. Mr. Ron Blevins and Mr. Graham Davidson 
questioned Ms. Wise if the business was for car sales only which she stated yes, and 
she stated there would not be car parts exposed outside either. 
 
One neighbor, Shirley Little, inquired as to whether or not Ms. Wise’s application 
would affect the zoning of her adjacent property, to which Mrs. Clayton assured her 
it would not. Ms. Little further stated her concerns about D.C. Walker’s property 
further down the road being a nuisance for people to hang out and requested VDOT 
install guard railing. 
 
No one else spoke on the application. 
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Chairman Wade Blevins and Chairman Norman Sparks closed the public hearing at 
approximately 7:08 p.m. 
 
7:12:47 PM Chairman Blevins called the Board of Supervisors meeting back to 
order. 
7:12:59 PM Chairman Blevins opened citizen’s time.   
7:13:06 PM With no one wishing to speak, Chairman Blevins closed citizen’s time. 
7:13:14 PM A motion was made by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to approve 
$1,485,000.00 for the General Fund appropriation. The following is an explanation 
of the appropriations approved:  
 

 General Fund:  
  
  General County $625,000.00 
  
  Social Services   
   (August 1 – 13, 2013) $60,000.00 
   
  Schools – Operating Fund $800,000.00 
  
   Total General Fund $ 1,485,000.00   

 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.   
7:13:49 PM Mrs. Morgan reported the third and final installment of the performance 
agreement repayment from Wellborn Cabinet has been received.  Of the $53,333.33 
payment, $25,000 will go to the Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
(Treasurer of Virginia) and $17,000 will go to the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification 
and Community Revitalization Commission.  The remaining $11,333.33 will be 
retained by the IDA.  The Board needs to appropriate these payments out of the IDA 
checking account and Mrs. Morgan will submit a letter to Wellborn acknowledging 
that their repayment obligations have been met.  Royal Oak District Supervisor 
Regina H. Davidson made a motion to approve the appropriations.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  
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Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.   
7:15:42 PM Mrs. Morgan reported the Code of Virginia allows for an Industrial 
Development Authority (IDA) to change their name to an Economic Development 
Authority (EDA).  The name change would not affect anything related to the IDA’s 
functions.  At their last meeting, the IDA voted to change their name to an EDA and 
make that recommendation to the Board of Supervisors for their consideration.  Per 
the County Attorney, this name change would require a public hearing.  A motion 
was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to set a public hearing 
on this matter for Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.   
7:18:12 PM Mr. Carter presented fee quotes from Brown Edwards for FY13-15 audit 
services:  2013 - $52,800, 2014 - $54,800 and 2015 - $56,800.  A recommendation is 
being made to the Board to consider entering into an agreement with Brown 
Edwards to continue providing auditing services at the rates identified.  North Fork 
District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion, seconded by Atkins District 
Supervisor J. Howard Burton, to enter into an agreement with Brown Edwards for 
FY13-15 audit services. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call.   
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7:19:30 PM Major Hounshell provided an update on the Sheriff’s Department 
vehicles for the new School Resource Officers as discussed at the July 9, 2013 Board 
meeting.  Two 2013 model police vehicles were found through Greenbriar of 
Virginia, Inc. for a total of $48,288.07.  These vehicles do not come equipped, but 
Haley Auto Group will equip both vehicles for a total of $6,900.66.  The total for both 
vehicles with equipment is $55,188.73 which comes in under budget.  Major 
Hounshell stated a total of six cars were approved in this year’s budget and this 
purchase will be for two of those six.  2014 models will be out soon and, as in the 
past, Haley Auto Group will carry the state bid on the other four vehicles to be 
purchased.  Prices are expected to increase slightly for 2014 models, around $200 
per vehicle.  He also noted the Sheriff’s Department would like to have the School 
Resource Officers in place next month.  A motion was made by North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, seconded by Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson, to appropriate $48,288.07 (744-010000-9003) to Greenbrier of Virginia, 
Inc. for the purchase of two police vehicles and $6,900.66 (744-010000-9003) to 
Haley Auto Group for the placement of emergency equipment in those vehicles.  
Upon delivery, Mr. Carter is authorized to sign the check for purchase.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
7:23:27 PM Charlie Harrington, Emergency Services Coordinator, presented 
information on a grant from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management for 
administrative services, i.e. Mr. Harrington’s salary.  It is a $7,500 grant that 
requires 100% match from the County.  Mr. Harrington noted there was a $2,500 
entitlement increase in his salary this year through the VDEM.  North Fork District 
Supervisor Ron C. Blevins asked if this $2,500 increase was included in this year’s 
budget and Mr. Carter answered yes, it was.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson made a motion to approve this grant.  North Fork District Supervisor Ron 
C. Blevins seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   

ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;25-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:19:30&quot;?Data=&quot;9461f365&quot;
ftr://?location=&quot;Board&nbsp;of&nbsp;Supervisors&quot;?date=&quot;25-Jul-2013&quot;?position=&quot;19:23:27&quot;?Data=&quot;a2565a40&quot;


Board of Supervisors Cont’d Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, July 25, 2013 

 

6 
 

ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
7:25:03 PM Mr. Simpson reported that in June the County applied for Mount Rogers 
Planning District Commission grants under the Southwest Virginia wastewater 
construction fund and received a grant in the amount of $100,000 to go toward the 
Groseclose sewer project.  This grant would be in addition to a $250,000 already 
awarded for this project from the Tobacco Commission.  Total project cost is 
expected to be around $800,000.  He is asking the Board’s consideration to accept 
the $100,000 grant and authorize Mr. Carter to sign the paperwork.  Rye Valley 
District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins asked if there was any additional grant money 
available for this project and Mr. Simpson stated the County continues to search out 
grants but he anticipates these two will be all that is available for this project.  North 
Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to accept the grant and 
authorize Mr. Carter to sign the paperwork.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. 
Blevins seconded the motion.  Mr. Simpson noted the grant has a two year life so all 
activities related to the grant must be completed within two years.  The project 
should go out for bid in late August or early September and is expected to be 
completed by the summer of 2014.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
7:28:17 PM Mr. Simpson reported the Board of Supervisors had applied jointly with 
the Town of Chilhowie for technical assistance funds for preliminary engineering on 
potential sewer expansion in the Seven Mile Ford area.  $10,000 was awarded from 
MRPDC toward preliminary engineering and Mr. Simpson is asking the Board’s 
consideration to accept the grant funds and allow Mr. Carter to sign the paperwork. 
A motion was made by Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton, seconded by 
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to accept the grant and allow Mr. 
Carter to sign the paperwork. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
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7:30:56 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins presented information to 
the Board on a request from citizens of Sugar Grove concerning cell phone coverage 
in that area.  A website has been set up with a petition for cell phone towers to be 
placed in the Sugar Grove area.  Residents in the area have land they are willing to 
use for cell phone towers.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins and Mr. 
Carter have contacted cell service providers to determine the next steps in this 
process and it requires a letter from the Board of Supervisors encouraging the 
placement of a cell tower in that area.  Supervisor Blevins stated that cell service in 
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the Sugar Grove area would greatly benefit the residents along with the County.       
He is asking the Board to submit a letter to cell service providers requesting their 
consideration to place a tower in the Sugar Grove area.  Supervisors Dishner and 
Burton stated this has been discussed in the past without any success because cell 
providers have said enough usage would not be generated in that area.  Mr. Carter 
stated that providers he has spoken with in the last week indicate that area is on 
their radar now and the next step is a request from the Board of Supervisors asking 
them to look deeper into the matter.  Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. 
Davidson made a motion to send a letter to cell service providers asking them to 
look at cell tower placement in the Sugar Grove area.  Atkins District Supervisor J. 
Howard Burton seconded the motion.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins 
noted the online petition currently has 260 signatures. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
7:34:33 PM North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins made a motion to set a 
public hearing for the Konnarock festival permit application on Tuesday, August 13, 
2013 at 6:00 p.m.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the 
motion.   
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
7:35:25 PM Mrs. Morgan informed the Board about a ceremony being held on July 
31, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. announcing a grant from the Smyth County Community 
Foundation to Emory and Henry College for the Health Science program.  The event 
will be held in the former education building located behind the old hospital.  
Supervisor Davidson noted a lot of work has been done by the college to that 
building and it looks wonderful. 
7:36:40 PM There was nothing discussed under Old Business. 
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7:36:50 PM Closed Session – It was moved by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. 
Blevins to enter into closed session under Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 – A.5 
Industrial/Business Prospects; discussion concerning a business or industry 
considering expansion with no previous announcement being made; Section 2.2-
3711(a)(40) and 2.2 3705.6(3) - Discussion or consideration of confidential 
proprietary records voluntarily provided by private business pursuant to a promise 
of confidentiality from a public body; and Section 15.2-2907(D) Annexation under 
the Commission of Local Government.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins 
seconded the motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
8:19:32 PM It was moved by Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins, 
seconded by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins, to return to open session 
and adopt the following resolution certifying the business conducted in closed 
session as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED SESSION 
 
WHEREAS, the Smyth County Board of Supervisors has convened in a 
closed session on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act; and  
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a 
certification by the Smyth County Board of Supervisors that such a 
meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Smyth County Board 
of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s 
knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 
open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the 
closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) 
only such public business matters as were identified in the motion 
convening the closed session were heard, discussed or considered by 
the Smyth County Board of Supervisors. 
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After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
8:20:11 PM Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins made a motion to 
establish a committee to discuss matters related to the CDA in order to move 
forward as discussed during closed session.  Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard 
Burton seconded the motion.  Mr. Carter noted Chairman Blevins will designate such 
committee. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
8:21:31 PM Mr. Carter called the Board’s attention to tonight’s handout and noted 
there are several upcoming events which require an RSVP and he asked that 
members interested in attending any of the events respond accordingly. 
8:22:04 PM A motion was made by North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins to 
adjourn the meeting.  Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins seconded the 
motion. 
 
After consideration, the motion PASSED by the following vote:   
AYES:    Chairman, Chilhowie District Supervisor Wade H. Blevins, Jr.,  

Vice Chair, Park District Supervisor M. Todd Dishner,  
Rye Valley District Supervisor Rick K. Blevins,  
North Fork District Supervisor Ron C. Blevins,  
Atkins District Supervisor J. Howard Burton and  
Royal Oak District Supervisor Regina H. Davidson.   

NAYS:  None.   
ABSTAINERS:  None.   
ABSENT:  Saltville District Supervisor Roscoe D. Call. 
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