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30.06 Code Of Ethics

A. Purpose. The public judges its government by the way public officials conduct themselves in the
posts to which they are elected or appointed. City officials, including City Council members and
all members of boards and commissions appointed by the City Council, hold positions of public
trust under the scrutiny of public opinion, and their actions must be above suspicion. The public
has a right to expect that these city officials will conduct themselves in a manner that will
preserve public confidence in and respect for government. In order to continue the public
confidence and integrity of city officials and to promote trust of the people in the objectivity of
their public servants, this Code of Ethics for city officials of the city is adopted.

B. Credo. The following credo is hereby adopted.

1.

The city believes that government service is a worthy calling. The city is proud of the
privilege of serving the public.

. The city affirms the dignity and value of the service we render, and strive for a

constructive, creative, and practical approach to our work and responsibilities.

. The city dedicates itself to the highest ideals of honor and integrity and the principles of

equality for all regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital
status, status with regard to public assistance, disability, sexual orientation, or age.

. The city believes it is its duty continually to improve its abilities and skills in order to

sustain productive and quality performance.

. The city emphasizes a friendly and courteous attitude and seeks to present a positive

image of public service.

. The city respects and treats as privileged, information accepted in trust, to the extent

permitted by law, and believes that all matters of personnel should be handled fairly
according to established rules. The city believes that personal gain, either immediate or
in the future, secured by the misuse of one’s position, is totally unethical. Public service
is a public trust.

C. Disclosure of economic interest.

1.

2.

In the event any individual City Council member, member of a board or commission,
individual city official, or person acting as a representative or appointee of the city shall
have a conflict of interest, the individual shall disclose such conflict to the City Attorney
prior to any action by the city on the matter(s) which causes the possible conflict.

The City Attorney shall, in turn, advise appropriate city officials of the possible conflict
and make a recommendation as to the proper procedures to be followed.

(2013 Code, Shakopee City Code Section 2.39) (Ord. 438, passed 1-18-1996)
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