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INTRODUCTION

The natural environment includes the land, water, flora and fauna that
underpin all life in Shakopee. These natural resources provide the both
the backdrop and the opportunity spaces for parks and recreation.
Preserving Shakopee’s natural resources are prerequisites to a

healthy, sustainable community. Providing access to them with parks
and trails is a major contributor to the high quality of life in the city.

As Shakopee grows, the already-pressing issues of conversation of
sensitive areas will only become more important. Decisions made
today will impact the ability of natural resources to thrive as well as
the ability of humans to enjoy the natural world.

This section details the existing conditions, issues and opportunities,
and goals and strategies that will enable Shakopee to manage

its natural and water resources in ways that are beneficial for

both humans and nature. The goals and strategies respond to the
community priorities for parks, recreation and trails including

maintenance and improvements, connections and wayfinding signage.

Also, the river was identified as one of the city’s biggest underutilized
assets. People want access to it, and strategies tailored to this goal are
defined.

This section contains actions steps to reconnect our city to our river,
parks and other community open spaces with emphasis on access,
trail connections, recreation, programming, natural beauty and
ecological sensitivity, divided into three elements:

» Parks, Trails & Open Space
» Natural Resources
» Resilience

Envision Shakopee advances our
city’s resilience and improves our
quality of life with measures to
protect our environment while
also celebrating our natural
features by creating experiences
for residents and visitors to enjoy.
The Plan contains action steps

to reconnect our city to our river,
parks and other community open
spaces with emphasis on access,
trail connections, recreation,
programming, natural beauty and
ecological sensitivity.




PARKS, TRAILS &
QPEN SPACE

A robust parks, trails and open space
system is essential to Shakopee’s
high quality of life. Parks and
recreation improve community
wellness, connect individuals to
ecological value and stewardship,
promote cultural understanding and
foster economic viability.

More and more, individuals and
businesses are making the decision
of where to establish their home by
considering the proximity and quality
of amenities available to them.

Park and trail amenities are a key
factor in this decision-making trend,
and a growing amount of research
reports significant economic return
for investments in parks and trails.
The following goals, strategies and
recommendations ensure Shakopee
is positioned to benefit from this
trend and that parks, trails and open
space continue to be an essential
component of the high quality of life
in Shakopee.




OVERVIEW

This element of the plan provides an overview of Shakopee’s parks
system including facilities and amenities, trails system including local
and regional routes and open space system including undeveloped
and protected areas. The plan responds to the community priority

that emerged through the Envision Shakopee community engagement
process that found Shakopee residents, employees and visitors desire
additional park and trail connections across the city. The plan also
supports the mission of the Shakopee Parks & Recreation department
to provide, develop, protect and enhance excellent park and recreation
services, open spaces and natural resources that contribute to a high-
quality of life for residents. A variety of issues and opportunities related
to parks, trails and open space are considered. These include:

» Opportunities to leverage the value of the Minnesota
River and transform it from one of the city’s biggest
underutilized assets into a regional destination

» A community desire for additional improvements,
connections and wayfinding signage along the trail system

» The need for accessibility and safety improvements

» Strategies for leveraging investments in parks to foster
economic development

» Opportunities for collaboration across city departments to
coordinate parks investments with land use, housing and
economic development strategy

GOALS FOR PARKS, TRAILS & OPEN SPACE

Activate parks and facilities

Provide passive parks and open space
Support and strengthen trail systems
Embrace the Riverfront

Enrich programming

Manage and govern as a community effort
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

SHAKOPEE'S PARKS & OPEN SPACE SYSTEM

The Shakopee parks system contains 920 acres of parks and open
space. This represents roughly 20 acres per 1,000 residents, an
exemplary ratio—compared to the 9.6 acres per 1,000 residents, as
recommended by the National Recreation and Park Association. These
920 acres are organized into thirteen community parks, eighteen
neighborhood parks, two tot lot parks and one specialty facility.
Currently, 45 percent of residents live within a 10-minute walk of a
neighborhood park and 20 percent of residents live within a 10-minute
walk of community park. Shakopee Parks include a wide variety of
active, passive, developed and undeveloped park areas.

PARKTYPES

In addition to Shakopee’s parks, schools and community centers
serve as park-like amenities for surrounding neighborhoods. Other
opportunities for park space include Shakopee’s existing tree cover
and open spaces. See Issues & Opportunities, as well as Goals &
Strategies, for more discussion on future opportunities for Shakopee’s
park system. The park types are defined as follows.

Community Parks

Shakopee’s 13 Community Parks are larger, ranging from 5 to
approximately 140 acres, contain more amenities and open space
than Neighborhood Parks, and have both a local and regional draw. All
developed Community Parks have off-street parking and trail systems.
The majority contain natural/open space areas, picnic shelters,
playground equipment and restroom facilities. Other amenities vary
from park to park in a broad range including those listed below in the
Neighborhood Parks description, as well and athletic fields. Some
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parks include specialty facilities, such as swimming and disc golf in
Lions Park, the boat landing at O'Dowd Lake, dog park at Southbridge,
and amphitheater at Huber Park. One Community Park, Shutrop, is
undeveloped but marked for future improvements. Quarry Lake is
currently undergoing improvements with phase one complete.

Neighborhood Parks

Shakopee’s 18 Neighborhood Parks range from just under an acre to
approximately 12 acres in size. Neighborhood Parks typically contain
playground equipment to serve surrounding residential neighborhoods
with children. The majority of neighborhood parks contain basketball
courts, trails and informal playfields. Some contain gazebos, picnic
shelters, grills and natural/open space. Other amenities include
baseball diamonds, hockey, horseshoes, ice skating, volleyball courts
and more.

Tot Lot Parks

Tot lots are small park spaces developed with playgrounds serving
young children living in the immediate vicinity. Shakopee has two,
Emerald Lane and Pheasant Run. These parks are on the smaller side,
with one just under an acre and the other less than half an acre, and
contain playground equipment designed for children ages 2 — 12.

Undeveloped / Natural Open Space Areas

Preservation of open space serves a variety of needs and functions.
Open space preserves natural habitats, allows animal movement
among a built environment, provides visual relief, connects people to
nature and preserves significant natural resources. Open space areas
may include trails, picnic areas or special use facilities such as fishing
piers.



FIGURE 51- SHAKOPEE'S PARKS & OPEN SPACE
SYSTEM
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OTHER RECREATION AMENITIES & DESTINATIONS

Shakopee Community Center

In 2017, the city completed a significant upgrade and expansion of
the Shakopee Community Center. The new, state-of-the-art facility
offers fitness equipment, gyms, a walking track, pool, skating rinks, a
senior center, fitness classes and meeting space. It is also home to the
Shakopee Ice Arena, Enigma Teen Center and Shakopee Skate Park.

Schools

Shakopee’s school grounds and facilities also serve as park and
recreation amenities to neighborhoods. The city partners with the
Shakopee Public School District to allow for shared use by the public.
While schools use the facilities during daytime weekday hours, sports
associations and the public may use many of the facilities during
evenings and weekends. Facilities include playgrounds, athletic fields
and courts, paths and seating. A number of city parks are also co-
located with schools, providing larger integrated open spaces and
economies of scale for joint maintenance of some grounds between
the city and school district.

Regional Destinations

Shakopee holds a unique position in the region as an entertainment
destination and is part of the RiverSouth “Land of Big Fun” partnership.
The Valleyfair amusement park, Canterbury Park horse track and the
nearby Mystic Lake Casino and Renaissance Festival collectively draw
over 10 million visitors to Shakopee and Scott County annually.

Shakopee is also located along the Minnesota Valley State Recreation
Area and Trail system, a regional greenspace and recreational linkage
that also connects with the The Landing - Minnesota River Heritage
Park and Huber Park, the city’s premier downtown and riverfront
gathering space.
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TRAILS

Shakopee’s networked system of more than 70 miles of leisure and
transportation trails provide paths for walking and bicycling across

the city. The trail system provides users the opportunity to experience
the natural landscape of the river valley, as well as connecting them to
destinations throughout the city. Regional trail connections include the
Minnesota Valley State Trail and the Scott West Regional Trail.

Minnesota Valley State Trail

Owned and operated by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, the multi-use Minnesota Valley State Trail parallels the
Minnesota River from Belle Plaine to the Bloomington Ferry trailhead
in Bloomington. It runs along the northern border of Shakopee, just
north of Highway 101. The 11.5-mile section of trail from Chaska to
Bloomington is paved and a popular biking route. Portions of the trail
are part of the Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area. Itis also a
designated snowmobile trail.

A trail bridge across the Mill Pond channel at Memorial Park was
closed due to safety concerns in 2015 and was removed in 2016.
The city is working on location and funding options to replace this
important crossing.

Scott West Regional Trail

The Scott West Regional Trail connects Cleary Lake Regional Park and
Spring Lake Regional Park in Scott County. Approximately 13.25 miles
of the trail are open, with another 4.8 miles in the planning stage. When
fully complete, the trail also will connect to Murphy-Hanrehan Park
Reserve, the Minnesota Valley State Trail and nearly to the Minnesota
River Bluffs LRT Regional Trail. The only segment which will not feature
dedicated bicycle infrastructure will be a short on road segment in
Carver County. The City would like to see the investment made to
complete the trail to the Minnesota River Bluffs LRT Regional Trail.

Dean Lake Trail

The Dean Lake Trail is a scenic trail that connects the Dean Lake
area to the Southbridge area. The trail includes a loop that contains
boardwalks over wetlands.
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Quarry Lake Trail

Funded in part by a grant from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community, this newly constructed trail connects Quarry Lake Park
to Gateway Drive in the Valley Green Business Park. The trail provides
access to the new 111-acre Quarry Lake Park, the first phase of which
was completed in 2016.

Scenic Heights to Tahpah Park Drainage Way Trail

This 3-mile, paved trail runs through the heart of Shakopee, running east
to west from Scenic Heights Park to Tahpah Park. The mostly sunny path
runs through several parks and adjacent residential neighborhoods. It
also provides access to the Shakopee Community Center.

Regional Bicycle Trail Network (RBTN)

In addition to the Minnesota River Valley State Trail and Scott County
Regional Trail mentioned above, Shakopee has a number of regional trail
search corridors and alignments which are served by both existing city
and state trails and planned facilities.

«  RBTN Alignments: Shakopee is home to both Tier 1 and Tier 2
regional trail alignments. The single tier 1 alignment runs along
the Minnesota River on the north end of Shakopee and follows the
Highway 101 bridge north into Chaska and Carver County. This
alignment is complete and covered by the MN River State Trail
and the County Road 101 bridge. Tier 2 alignments criss cross the
city both north/south and east/west. These alignments have been
partially built out through a mixture of off-street city trails and the
Scott County Regional Trail. The regional trail alignment gaps are
currently being considered for future county trail projects to coinside
with road reconstruction of CR 17.

«  RBTN Search Corridors: There are three search corridors within the
city of Shakopee and adjacent Townships. These corridors are: the
Louisville Regional Trail Search Corridor, which follows County Road
14 through the southern end of shakopee and Louisville Township to
the MN State Trail in Lousville, the Prior Lake Outlet Regional Trail,
this corridor follows the Prior Lake Outlet Channel from Prior Lake
through the eastern side of Shakopee north to the Minnesota River
and the Big Rivers Extension which runs along the Minneosta River
on the north portion of Shakopee roughly parralele with the MN River
State Trail and continues west into Savage.
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FIGURE 5.2 - SHAKOPEE'S TRAIL SYSTEM, & REGIONAL
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Parks, Trails &
Open Space

ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES

Throughout the Envision Shakopee community engagement process,
one of the recurring themes that arose as a community priority was the
desire for additional park and trail connections. Residents consistently
cite Shakopee’s abundant open space, extensive trail system and
quality parks and recreation offerings as one of the city’s greatest
assets. However, they have also noted that safe and convenient access
and navigation to parks and trails is difficult in a number of places,

and there are a variety of improvements that could enhance the user
experience throughout Shakopee’s park system. In some cases, these
needs are very location-specific — some at the neighborhood level and
others with community-wide importance. There area also opportunities
for design improvements and programming at the system-wide scale
that can be implemented over time through consistent policies and
guidelines.

Residents, business owners and community groups have also
consistently emphasized the importance of the Minnesota River

to Shakopee’s heritage and identity, and its role within the city’s
recreation system and tourist economy. In particular, many have noted
that although the city has transformed Huber Park into a great public
gathering space, Downtown Shakopee’s riverfront remains an under-
utilized asset, as it is difficult to access, both physically and visually.
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CHALLENGES

» 101 and 169 are barriers to trail connection and access
to the river

» Lighting and safety improvements are barriers to park
enjoyment for all users

» Residents desire updated playgrounds and facilities
with full accessibility to all ranges of age and ability

» As the city grows, development interests will compete
with open space

OPPORTUNITIES

» Shakopee has abundant parks and natural resources to
draw more park space from

» The extensive trail system is an opportunity for
Shakopee to market as a regional destination for trail
use, especially if key gaps in the system are addressed

» Multiple Regional Trail Alignments and Search
Corridors exist within Shakopee and could serve
as vital links in the local trail network and open up
regional partnerships to install infrastructure in these
corridors

» The plan can protect Shakopee’s open spaces, parks,
and recreation opportunities with many strategies
including land use and development regulations



FIGURE 5.3 - ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES
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EMBRACE THE RIVERFRONT

The Minnesota River is Shakopee's most significant natural asset and

residents would like better access to it. Increasing the natural beauty

and value of the river and its wide channel of wetlands and scenic

landscapes that are protected by the mostly contiguous Minnesota

Valley National Wildlife and Recreation Area. This protected natural

area is open to the public and managed by the U.S Fish and Wildlife

Services and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. It contains

the Minnesota Valley State Trail which connects the Minnesota Valley

State Recreational Area in Belle Plaine all along the river to Fisher Shakopee residents enjoying a show at Huber Park.
Lake just outside of Shakopee near Highway 169.

While the Minnesota Valley State Trail follows along the general path
of the river, many public comments during the planning process
noted that it is underused. Reasons for this included lack of signage

to help users find the trail, barriers to crossing Highway 101 to get

to it, lighting, safety and visibility concerns, and difficulty accessing
the water with boats or kayaks. While there are barriers today, the
riverfront is recognized as an incredible opportunity for Shakopee.
Huber Park is a favorite gathering place in the community and
celebrated for its recent improvements, though many residents would
also like to see it programmed more extensively and to advertise that
programming more widely. Likewise, pedestrian access to Huber Park
across Highway 101 should be enhanced to better integrate the park
with Downtown, capitalizing on the recent public realm and new plaza
improvements at the First Avenue entrance to the Downtown business
district.
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The riverfront area is owned and managed by multiple government
departments and for multiple purposes today, inlcuding; the U.S. Fish
and WIldlife Service which owns and manages the James Wilke Unit
consiting of approximatly 1,800 acres in northeastern Shakopee, the
City of Shakopee which owns and manages Huber and Memorial Parks
consiting of 125 acres, and the Minnesota DNR which which owns and
manages the Raguet Wildlife Management Area which is approximatly
100 acres located just north of the Minnesota River and County Road
101. Raguet WMA was established to protect land and waters that have
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