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Our Reason for Sharing 

 
Minnesota law enforcement and the general public have many questions relating to the use of 

electric bikes (e-bikes), electric scooters, motorized bicycles, and the like. Our hope in sharing 

the information in this overview is to provide clarity to any confusion or questions relating to 

these topics. This guide pulls information from both the State of Minnesota, as well as Shakopee 

City Code. For further detail, please consult your local law enforcement agency directly, or 

review the following links: 

 

Shakopee City Code 

 

Minnesota Revisor - State Statutes 

 

MN DNR 

 

Laws Included below are current as of April 2025 

 

Questions, Comments, Concerns? 

 

Our department is available 24/7 to assist with both emergent and non-emergent 

situations. 

 

Emergency? – Call 911 

Non-Emergent: (952) 233-9400 or (952) 445-1411 

Email: Police@ShakopeeMN.gov 

Address: 475 Gorman Street, Shakopee, MN 55379 

https://shakopee.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=PREFACE
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_trails/other_trail_uses.html
mailto:Police@ShakopeeMN.gov
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Electric Bicycles (E-bikes) vs. Motorized Bikes 

 

With the popularity of E-bikes rising all over the country, we have seen an increase 

of options flooding the market. A common misconception comes to differentiating 

E-bikes from Motorized Bikes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An area of concern noted by officers in Shakopee is the number of people 

operating Motorized Bikes and Electric Motorcycles as they would an E-bike. 

Additionally, Officers are seeing young juveniles operating E-bikes, with the 

minimum operating age being 15 years old. Please ensure you and/or your child 

are complying with the law. 
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E-Bike Classifications 

 

Type 1: No throttle, Pedal Assist, Max Motor Assisted Speed 

of 20 mph 

 

Type 2: Pedal Assist and Throttle, Max Motor Assisted 

Speed of 20mph. Motor may be used exclusively, but will 

stop at 20 mph 

 

Type 3: Pedal Assist, Usually No Throttle*, Can Reach 

Speed of 28 mph when using pedals. 

 *If equipped with throttle, throttle alone will only allow 

speed of 20 mph. 
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Shakopee Municipal Code 

 

The city of Shakopee does have certain ordinances pertaining to 

motorized devices classified in ordinance as an “ATV.” 

 

Code 72.01 defines an ATV as: “Trail bikes, mini bikes, mopeds, amphibious 

vehicles, and similar devices other than snowmobiles used at least partially for 

travel on natural terrain but not “special mobile equipment” defined in Minnesota 

Statutes Section 168.002, subd. 31, as it may be amended from time to time, 

which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.” 

 

Code 72.03 specifies you cannot operate an ATV (unless its registered as a Motor 

Vehicle): 

- On any roadway/trail/alley used for motor vehicles 

- On public sidewalk 

 

The above are only portions of Shakopee’s City Code. The entire code can be 

found online through the City’s website. 

If your vehicle/bike is not listed or defined in city code, please refer to the 

Minnesota State Revisor for state statutes. You can find some statutes listed 

below. 

Shakopee’s city code and state law requires Motorized Bikes “Mopeds” to be 

registered to be legally operated on the roadway.  
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MN 169.011.27 – E-bike Definition 

 

Subd. 27.Electric-assisted bicycle. 
  

"Electric-assisted bicycle" means a bicycle with two or three wheels that: 

(1) has a saddle and fully operable pedals for human propulsion; 

(2) meets the requirements for bicycles under Code of Federal Regulations, 
title 16, part 1512, or successor requirements; 

(3) is equipped with an electric motor that has a power output of not more 
than 750 watts; 

(4) meets the requirements of a class 1, class 2, or class 3 electric-assisted 
bicycle; and 

(5) has a battery or electric drive system that has been tested to an applicable 
safety standard by a third-party testing laboratory. 

 

MN 169.222.6a – E-bike Riding Rules 

 

Subd. 6a.Electric-assisted bicycle; riding rules. 
  

(a) A person may operate an electric-assisted bicycle in the same manner as 
provided for operation of other bicycles, including but not limited to operation on 
the shoulder of a roadway, a bicycle lane, and a bicycle route, and operation 
without the motor engaged on a bikeway or bicycle trail. 

(b) A person may operate a class 1 or class 2 electric-assisted bicycle with the 
motor engaged on a bicycle path, bicycle trail, or shared use path unless 
prohibited under section 85.015, subdivision 1d; 85.018, subdivision 2, paragraph 
(d); or 160.263, subdivision 2, paragraph (b), as applicable. 

(c) A person may operate a class 3 electric-assisted bicycle with the motor 
engaged on a bicycle path, bicycle trail, or shared use path unless the local 
authority or state agency having jurisdiction over the bicycle path or trail prohibits 
the operation. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/85.015
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/85.018#stat.85.018.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/160.263#stat.160.263.2
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(d) The local authority or state agency having jurisdiction over a trail that is 
designated as nonmotorized and that has a natural surface tread made by 
clearing and grading the native soil with no added surfacing materials may 
regulate the operation of an electric-assisted bicycle. 

(e) No person under the age of 15 shall operate an electric-assisted bicycle. 

 

MN 169.011.45 – Motorized Bicycle Definition 

 

Subd. 45.Motorized bicycle. 
  

"Motorized bicycle" means a bicycle that is propelled by an electric or a liquid 
fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic centimeters or less, and a 
maximum of two brake horsepower, which is capable of a maximum speed of not 
more than 30 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent 
grade in any direction when the motor is engaged. Motorized bicycle does not 
include an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in subdivision 27. 

 

MN 169.223 – Motorized Bicycles 

 

169.223 MOTORIZED BICYCLE. 
Subdivision 1.Safety equipment; parking. 

  

Section 169.974 relating to motorcycles is applicable to motorized bicycles, 
except as otherwise provided in this section and except that: 

(1) protective headgear includes headgear that meets the standards under 
Code of Federal Regulations, title 16, part 1203, or successor requirements; 

(2) a motorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the 
requirements of lighting for motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours; 

(3) protective headgear is not required for operators 18 years of age or older; 
and 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.974
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(4) the provisions of section 169.222, subdivision 9, governing the parking of 
bicycles apply to motorized bicycles. 

Subd. 2.License or permit. 
  

(a) A motorized bicycle may be operated under either a driver's license or a 
motorized bicycle permit issued under section 171.02, subdivision 3. 

(b) A person under the age of 16 operating a motorized bicycle under a 
motorized bicycle permit is subject to the restrictions imposed by 
section 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of a motorcycle under a two-wheel 
instruction permit, except that: 

(1) a parent or guardian of an operator under the age of 16 may also ride on 
the motorized bicycle as a passenger or operator if the motorized bicycle is 
equipped with a seat and footrests for a second passenger; 

(2) a motorized bicycle equipped with a headlight and taillight meeting the 
requirements of lighting for motorcycles may be operated during nighttime hours; 

(3) protective headgear includes headgear described in subdivision 1; and 

(4) protective headgear is required only until the operator reaches the age of 
18 years. 

Subd. 3.Sidewalk and passenger prohibitions. 
  

No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon a sidewalk at any time, 
except when such operation is necessary for the most direct access to a roadway 
from a driveway, alley or building. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle 
that is carrying any person other than the operator, except as allowed under 
subdivision 2. 

Subd. 4.Headlight requirement. 
  

The provisions of section 169.974, subdivision 5, paragraph (i), apply to 
motorized bicycles that are equipped with headlights. A new motorized bicycle 
sold or offered for sale in Minnesota must be equipped with a headlight. 

§ 
Subd. 5.Other operation requirements and prohibitions. 

  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.222
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/171.02#stat.171.02.3
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.974#stat.169.974.2
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.974#stat.169.974.5
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/169.223#stat.169.223.5
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(a) A person operating a motorized bicycle on a roadway shall ride as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except in one of the 
following situations: 

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction; 

(2) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or 
driveway; or 

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving 
objects, vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, 
that make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge. 

(b) Persons operating motorized bicycles on a roadway may not ride more 
than two abreast and may not impede the normal and reasonable movement of 
traffic. On a laned roadway, a person operating a motorized bicycle shall ride 
within a single lane. 

(c) This section does not permit the operation of a motorized bicycle on a 
bicycle path or bicycle lane that is reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized 
traffic. 

 

MN 169.011.46 – Motorized Foot Scooter Definition 

 

Subd. 46.Motorized foot scooter. 

"Motorized foot scooter" means a device with handlebars designed to be stood or 

sat upon by the operator, and powered by an internal combustion engine or 

electric motor that is capable of propelling the device with or without human 

propulsion, and that has no more than two 12-inch or smaller diameter wheels 

and has an engine or motor that is capable of a maximum speed of 15 miles per 

hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade in any direction when 

the motor is engaged. An electric personal assistive mobility device, a motorized 

bicycle, an electric-assisted bicycle, or a motorcycle is not a motorized foot 

scooter. 
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MN 169.225 Motorized Foot Scooter 

 

169.225 MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTER. 

Subdivision 1.Application of traffic laws. 

Every person operating a motorized foot scooter shall have all rights and duties 

applicable to the operator of a bicycle, except in respect to those provisions 

relating expressly to motorized foot scooters and in respect to those provisions of 

law that by their nature cannot reasonably be applied to motorized foot scooters. 

Subd. 2.Sidewalk and passenger prohibition. 

No person may operate a motorized foot scooter upon a sidewalk, except when 

necessary to enter or leave adjacent property. No person may operate a 

motorized foot scooter that is carrying any person other than the operator. 

Subd. 3.Minimum age for operator. 

No person under the age of 12 years may operate a motorized foot scooter. 

Subd. 4.Protective headgear. 

No person under the age of 18 years may operate a motorized foot scooter 

without wearing properly fitted and fastened protective headgear that complies 

with standards established by the commissioner of public safety. 

Subd. 5.Required lighting equipment. 

A motorized foot scooter must be equipped with a headlight and a taillight that 

comply with standards established by the commissioner of public safety if the 

vehicle is operated under conditions when vehicle lights are required by law. 

Subd. 6.Operation requirements and prohibitions. 

(a) A person operating a motorized foot scooter on a roadway shall ride as close as 

practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except in the following 

situations: 

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 

direction; 
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(2) when preparing for a left turn, in which case the operator shall stop and 

dismount at the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway, and shall complete 

the turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to restrictions placed by law on 

pedestrians; or 

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid impediments or conditions that make it 

unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge, including, but not limited 

to, fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface 

hazards, or narrow lanes. 

(b) A person may operate a motorized foot scooter on a bicycle path, bicycle lane, 

bicycle trail, or bikeway that is not reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized 

traffic, unless the local authority or governing body having jurisdiction over that 

path, lane, trail, or bikeway prohibits operation by law. 
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Electric Motorcycles and Other Vehicles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some bikes and/or vehicles may not meet the statutory definition of either 

Electric-Assisted Bicycle (E-bike) or Motorized Bicycle (Moped). Some of these 

vehicles may not have the appropriate equipment, or may well exceed the 

operational speed limits set forth in state law. 

In the case of some of the bikes shown above, speeds of 40+ MPH may be 

reached.  

Depending on the vehicle, its capabilities and equipment, it may meet the 

definition of a motorcycle under state law. In this case, it would be required to be 

registered to be operated on streets, and for the operator to possess the 

appropriate license to operate the vehicle. 
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“Pocket Rocket” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what is commonly referred to as a Pocket Rocket. Unless meeting all the 
safety and equipment standards set forth in state law, the Pocket Rocket is NOT 
legal for street/highway or sidewalk use. It is limited to private property operation 
only. Other names/terms for similar styles: “Pit Bike,” “Trail Bike,” “Mini Bike” 
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What does this all mean? 

 

Every person must understand what they are operating, and what the laws say 

about the operation of it. You may be operating a motorized bicycle or other 

motor vehicle without necessarily knowing. Additionally, your vehicle may be too 

powerful and not comply with the requirements of state statute. In this case, your 

vehicle may need to be registered differently to be operated legally, as is may fall 

under a different classification. If your bike is not classified as a Type 1/2/3 E-

bike, it likely classifies as a either a motorized bicycle or motorcycle. 

 

E-bikes do not require registration and may be ridden on sidewalks and trails, but 

still have a minimum operating age to be ridden legally. 

 

Motorized Bicycles are not allowed on sidewalks or trails, are required to be 

registered to be operated on the street, and require the operator to have a 

Driver’s license or Motorized Bicycle Permit to do so. If you are under 18, you 

must wear a helmet. You must follow the operating guideline’s listed in statute. 

 

Motorized Foot Scooters may not be operated on sidewalks, but may be operated 

on the roadway if you comply with the operating guidelines and are at least 12 

years of age. There is no license/permit requirement for a motorized scooter, but 

are requirements for safety equipment if under 18 years of age. 

 

At the end of the day… 

Be Safe! 
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