
 

 
 

 

 

City of Shakopee Social District 

Management and Maintenance Plan 

City of Shakopee 
485 Gorman Street 
Shakopee, MN 55379 

Adopted: August 6, 2025 

 

Introduction 

The Minnesota Legislature officially authorized the City of Shakopee to establish a Social 
District as part of a statewide expansion that took effect in 2024. This authorization came 
through the omnibus commerce/liquor policy bill, signed into law on May 30, 2024, by 
Governor Walz, which extended the pilot program to include Shakopee (alongside Stillwater 
and Anoka)  

That bill explicitly required Shakopee to develop a formal Management and Maintenance 
Plan for the Social District, stipulating details like boundaries, hours, and public posting of 
information The City of Shakopee Social District is designed to: 

• Promote economic development and support local businesses. 
• Enhance the vibrancy and appeal of downtown Shakopee. 
• Provide residents and visitors with a unique, safe, and enjoyable experience. 

All applicable State of Minnesota and City of Shakopee laws regarding public intoxication, 
impaired driving, and open container restrictions remain enforceable inside and outside of 
the Social District. 

This Management and Maintenance Plan provides guidance for operations, maintenance, and 
compliance of the Social District. 

 

 



 

Management 

The Shakopee City Council serves as the governing authority for the Social District. 
Oversight and operations are supported by: 

• Shakopee Police Department: Responsible for enforcement, public safety, and 
responding to incidents within the Social District. 

• Shakopee Public Works Department: Handles sanitation, including placement and 
servicing of trash receptacles and routine litter collection. 

• Shakopee City Clerk: Manages licensing 
• Shakopee Economic Development/EDA: Manages communications, and 

coordination with participating businesses, distribution of cups. 

The City Council reserves the right to amend operations or regulations as needed. 

 

Eligible Businesses 

Any licensed establishment located within the Social District boundaries that is in good 
standing with the City of Shakopee, and the State of Minnesota may apply for a Social District 
license.  

Qualifying license holders must apply for a Social District license. Once approved, the license 
holder will place an order for cups from the City of Shakopee and will be provided with necessary 
signage or related information. 

Communication with Social District Permit Holders 

Social District Permit holders will be required to submit a current email address to the City of 
Shakopee for use when communicating important information that pertains to the Social 
District. Such information may include, but is not limited to, upcoming special events or 
operational adjustments. 

Participating businesses must also: 

• Serve alcoholic beverages in City-sold compostable cups (glass containers are 
prohibited) within the Social District. 

• Display City-provided signage indicating their participation status. 
• Adhere to all Social District regulations. 

 



 

Boundaries and Public Common Areas 

The Shakopee Social District includes designated sidewalks, public walkways, plazas, and 
park spaces as shown in the official boundary map (Appendix A). 

Key Boundary Guidelines: 

• Use of the public streets are only included during City-approved special events when 
vehicular traffic is restricted. 

• Clear signage and boundary markers will be installed to guide patrons. 

 

Administration 

Roles and Responsibilities 

• Security: The Shakopee Police Department will maintain a visible presence within the 
Social District to ensure compliance and safety. 

• Sanitation: The Shakopee Public Works Department will place and service trash 
containers and monitor the area for litter. 

• Communications: Shakopee Economic Development (EDA) will distribute updates 
and coordinate with businesses regarding operational changes, events, and 
compliance requirements. 

 

Operations 

Hours of Operation 

The Social District will operate: 
Monday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

• Alcoholic beverages cannot be sold in Social District cups or consumed within Public 
Common Areas after 10:00 p.m. 

• Beverages must remain within the Social District boundaries. 

Beverage Containers 

• All alcoholic beverages must be served in compostable cups (16 oz. maximum size) 
purchased from the City that have: 



 

o The Shakopee Social District logo 
o The statement: “Drink Responsibly – Must be 21+” in no less than 12-point font. 
o The identification of the Licensee from which the alcoholic beverage was 

purchased from. 
• Cups are single-use only and may not be reused or brought into another 

establishment. 

Fees 

• Social District License Fee: $25.00 (or as determined by the City Council). 
• Cup Fee: A surcharge of $0.50 per Social District cup will be charged to assist with 

sanitation and operational costs. 

 

Marketing and Signage 

Marketing and Promotion: The City of Shakopee will develop and launch a marketing 
campaign using free and paid social media channels, the City website, and other available 
media. Additionally, the City will develop and publish informational materials for participating 
businesses and the public to help them understand the rules and responsibilities of utilizing 
the City of Shakopee Social District. These materials will be provided in a digital format on the 
City website.  

The City will provide businesses and the public with clear and consistent messaging, 
including: 

• District Boundary Signage: Identifying hours, rules, and boundaries. 
• Business Window Clings: Indicating participation level: 

o “Social District Beverages Sold Here” 
o “Social District Beverages Welcome” 
o “No Social District Beverages Allowed” 

• Digital and print materials to promote the Social District and educate patrons on its 
use. 

 

Compliance and Enforcement 

The City of Shakopee reserves the right to: 

• Revoke or suspend Social District licenses for noncompliance. 



 

• Temporarily suspend Social District operations during emergencies or as 
determined necessary by the City Council. 

All existing laws related to underage drinking, disorderly conduct, and public intoxication 
will remain strictly enforced. 

 

Special Events 

Special events may be held within the Social District boundaries with City approval. During 
such events, temporary modifications to boundaries and operations may occur. 

 

FAQs 

Q: Can I walk anywhere with my City of Shakopee Social District beverage cup? 
A: You must stay within the designated City of Shakopee Social District Public Common Area 
boundaries as indicated on the map. The Social District boundary will be identified by 
signage. 

Q: Can alcoholic beverages from one participating serving businesses be brought into 
another alcohol serving business within the Social District? 
A: No. Alcoholic beverages purchased from one location are prohibited from entering 
another alcohol serving establishment, regardless of whether they participate in the Social 
District or not. All beverages must be consumed within the designated Social District Public 
Common Area or in the business from which they were originally purchased. 

Q: How can one be sure an individual doesn’t take a purchased Social District cup from a 
participating establishment and give it to someone underage? 
A: The City of Shakopee advises participating establishments to verify customer IDs at the 
time of purchase. 

Q: Can I reuse an empty City of Shakopee Social District cup to purchase another 
alcoholic beverage? 
A: No. When ordering a beverage, it must be served in a new cup with the appropriate 
designations. 

Q: May I bring my filled Social District cup into a store/shop within the Social District 
area? 
A: Businesses will display window clings near their entrances indicating if Social District 
beverages are welcome or not. 



 

Q: How will the extra trash that is generated be handled? 
A: The City of Shakopee will place additional trash receptacles throughout the Social District. 
Public Works staff will routinely monitor and clean the area to maintain a clean environment. 

Q: What types of alcoholic beverages can I have in my City of Shakopee Social District 
beverage cup? 
A: Beer, wine, and spirits are all allowable drinks in a City of Shakopee Social District beverage 
cup. Alcoholic beverages must be purchased from an authorized participating establishment. 
Cups may hold up to 16 oz. or less. 

Q: Can I bring my own alcoholic beverage, pour it into a cup, and walk around 
downtown? 
A: No. Only alcoholic beverages purchased from authorized businesses within the City of 
Shakopee Social District are permitted. No cans, glass bottles, or outside drinks are allowed. 

Q: Does this legalize public drunkenness? 
A: No. Public intoxication remains illegal and will be enforced. 

Q: Who do I contact with questions or concerns? 
A: If you observe someone breaking Social District rules, please contact the City of Shakopee 
Police Department or the City’s Economic Development staff during regular business hours.  If 
you see an emergency, dial 9 1 1.

 

Contact Information 

Shakopee Police Department 
Non-Emergency: 952-445-1411 
Emergency: 911 

Shakopee Economic Development 
John Sullivan, Economic Development Coordinator 
jsullivan@shakopeemn.gov 
Phone: 952-233-9317 
 
Shakopee City Clerk 
Rick Parsons, City Clerk 
rparsons@shakopeemn.gov 
Phone: 952-233-9318 
 
Shakopee Public Works 
Bill Egan, Public Works Director 
began@shakopeemn.gov 
Phone: 952 233-9555 
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