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One of our long outstanding desires in the Medical Examiner’s Office has been to implement an
Electronic Medical Records (EMR) system. An EMR offers a consistent reporting format for our
Medical Examiner Scene Investigators (MESI) including access to medical records, permanent
record keeping and securing documents. As a cloud based platform, the MESI can access the
reporting system by cellular phone at the scene during their investigating. It also allows our
Medical Examiner to evaluate medical records in determining the cause of death. 
 
The department was able to accomplish this through our continuous partnership with Genesee
County Medical Examiner’s Office. Genesee County continues to provide our pathology and
consultative services as necessary. EMR training as well as training specific to MESI scene
investigation report writing was provided to all our MESI staff. 
 
The Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office, MESI’s, provide the majority of MESI investigations with
independent providers rounding up the list of available staff. This is a key area the Medical
Examiner would like to strengthen over the next year. 
 



Medical Examiner Scene Investigators are trained by the medical examiner to
perform death investigations.   Investigators are either contractually

employed by the county, sheriffs department or they may be employed by
local city police departments.  The medical examiner investigators shall have

the primary responsibility of death scene investigation.  After investigation,
some cases do not fall within the requirements of a  medical examiner case

and are not accepted as such.  Not accepted cases are referred to a primary
care physician or emergency room physician to complete the death

certificate. 
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The medical examiner’s office is required to sign cremation permit
authorizations before a body is cremated.  In order for a cremation permit
to be issued, the death certificate is reviewed and in some instances, more

investigation is necessary prior to the authorization.

An autopsy can only be ordered by the medical examiner based on the information
from the investigation.  



Child death review meetings are scheduled quarterly.  The child death review
team consists of many different representatives within the county, including
nurses, social workers, law enforcement etc.  

Until 2020 only cases in which the child passed away in that county were
reviewed.  For example, if a child that lived in Sanilac County passed away in a
hospital outside of Sanilac County, that case was not reviewed. Beginning in
2021 all cases for children that reside in county are reviewed, no matter in
which county the death occurred.   The goal of the Child Death Review is to set
up prevention within the community or awareness.
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Child Death Review
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The manner of death is reported on the death certificate and is based on all death investigation
findings including the autopsy and toxicology report if ordered. The different manner of death
classifications are:

Natural due to disease and/or the aging process
Accident due to injury or poisoning without intent to cause death
Suicide due to injury or poisoning with intent to self-inflict death
Homicide due to volitional act committed by another person
Indeterminate used when one manner is no more compelling than another is  

All death certificates with manner of death besides natural must be investigated by a medical
examiner or medical examiner investigator and completed by the medical examiner.  
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Suicide deaths are tracked continuously, and cases are alerted to suicide
prevention monthly or as cases occur.  
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The overdose deaths are incorporated within all manners of deaths but are of growing concern to track separately.
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