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MINUTES 
MEETING OF THE  

ROMEO-WASHINGTON-BRUCE  
PARKS & RECREATION AND STAR TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  

 
WBRW meeting recording:  https://wbrw.viebit.com/index.php?folder=Parks+and+Rec 

Thursday, Dec 15, 2022 
 

Called to order at 6:05 pm at Washington Twp Board Rm by Clara Russel, Director 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Mike Fillbrook, Dan Detkowski, Lisa Craffey (Alt), Cindy Olsen(Alt),  and Clara Russell, Director 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: N/A 
 
ADDITIONS (or) DELETIONS:   
 7.4 Commission Calendar Schedule 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion to approve agenda as amended Fillbrook seconded by Detkowski 
 Yes: Fillbrook, Detkowski,   
 No: None 
Motion Carried 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 
Fillbrook asked that the amounts and how the approvals were carried be added for 7.1 & 7.2 in regard to 
the yearlong cleaning and special floor cleaning to be done during the holiday shutdown. 
Motion to approve the Nov 17, 2022 updated Minutes made by Fillbrook, seconded by Detkowski 
 Yes: Fillbrook, Detkowski  
 No: None 
Motion Carried 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7.1 Grants – Fleis & Vandenbrink  
Chris Hennesy from Fleis & Vandenbrink came to the commission meeting to expound upon the 
presentation he had given to Fillbrook, Detkowski and myself earlier in the year in relationship to grants.  
He present what serveries his engineering company could provide to the commission.  It was determined 
that the commission was not ready to move forward at this time.  No motion was made.    
 
 
7.2 Lawyer Update 
It was determined that Lisa Craffey would invite lawyer John D. Staran to the following months agenda so 
the commission could meet him. 
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7.3 Director’s Job Descriptions 
A motion was made by Detkowski to approve the new job description created by Lisa Craffey and Cindy 
Olsen.  Seconded by Fillbrook. 
 Yes: Detkowski,  Fillbrook 
 No: None 
Motion Carried 
 
7.4 Commission Calendar 
A motion was made by Fillbrook to update the  time for the future Commission Meeting  to 6:00 pm.  
Seconded by Detkowski. 
 Yes: Fillbrook, Detkowski 
 No: None 
Motion Carried 
 
A second motion was made by Detkowski to approve the updated Commission Calendar to the 3rd Thursday 
so we are following the inter-local agreement.  Seconded by Fillbrook. 
 Yes: Detkowski,  Fillbrook 
 No: None 
Motion Carried 
 
The Commission made the decision to have the Public Hearing for the Master plan on Thursday, January 19 
prior to our Commission Meeting.  It will start at 5:00 pm.  Russell reminded everyone that the Master Plan 
was available on our websites and at our sites for review.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
8.1 Soil Testing Gilcher Crissman 
It was decided that we need to get soil testing done again prior to having any concrete plans for this 
property because the last test was done in the early 2000’s.  Russell would reach out to McDowell & 
Associates to have them do the same test.  She was given several names for the three quotes. 
  

8.2 Accusations & Letter to Parks & Rec Staff 

Russell stated that she and her staff were unsettled about the letter that was given to her at the last 
meeting stating that personal information was used inappropriately and if they find out it is happening staff 
will be fired.    The letter was delivered to all the Fulltime and Part time staff asking for signatures so we 
could place it in their file.  Fillbrook stated that the letter was generic to remind all the staff of this policy.  
He stated the intent was not to accuse anyone.  They needed to put something out to be responsible as a 
commission by addressing the situation.   

 

8.3 Budget 2023-24 

Russell brought the first draft of the 2023-2024 for an initial review 
 Yes: Detkowski, Fillbrook  
 No: None 
Motion carried 
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REPORTS 
No report because the monthly financials are included within the budget. 
 
MASTER PLAN Public Review Meeting 
Thursday, Jan 19, 2023 at 5:00 pm at the Washington Twp Hall,  57900 Van Dyke 48094   
Master Plan can be found at our offices and on rwbparksrec.org 
 
To review meeting specifics go to WBRW recording 
https://wbrw.viebit.com/index.php?folder=Parks+and+Rec 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Motion by Detkowski, support by Fillbrook to adjourn. 
 Yes: Detkowski, Fillbrook 
 No: None  
Motion carried 
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Attorneys at Law 

2055 Orchard Lake Road 

Sylvan Lake, Michigan  48320 

www.hsc-law.com 
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December 7, 2022 

 

 

Washington Bruce & Romeo 

Parks & Recreation Commission SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY 

C/O Ms. Lisa Craffey, Commissioner  

 

Re: WBR Parks & Recreation 

 

Dear Ms. Craffey and Commissioners: 

 

 It was my pleasure to speak to Ms. Craffey about the WBR Parks & Recreation 

Commission’s anticipated need for legal services.  As I expressed to Ms. Craffey, Hafeli Staran & 

Christ will welcome the opportunity to be considered to provide legal consultation and assistance 

to the Commission. 

 Our law firm engages in a variety of legal matters covering multiple legal disciplines, but 

we specialize and take great pride in advising and representing local government agencies.  Our 

local government attorneys have considerable experience and expertise in local government law 

matters, including parks and recreation issues. We currently serve as general counsel for the Cities 

of Berkley, Ferndale, and Rochester Hills and the Rochester Avon Recreation Authority, and we 

represent and provide legal assistance and counsel to other public agencies as well.  Hafeli Staran 

& Christ is willing and able to advise and assist the Commission as it undertakes its important 

duties and responsibilities.    

 Please advise if you would like to meet with us or if you would like additional information 

about our firm and the legal services we can provide. 

Very truly yours, 

 
John D. Staran 

JDS/dh 

cc: P. Daniel Christ 
Municipalities/Proposals/Ltr to WBR (2022.12.06) 

Ltr%20to%20WBR%20(2022.12.06).docx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRM OVERVIEW 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR 

WASHINGTON BRUCE & ROMEO 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

 

 
Hafeli Staran & Christ, P.C. 

2055 Orchard Lake Road 
Sylvan Lake, Michigan  48320 

(248) 731-3080 

December 7, 2022 
 



 

Firm Profile 

Hafeli Staran & Christ, P.C. (“HSC”), located in Oakland County at 2055 Orchard Lake Road, 

Sylvan Lake, Michigan 48320, is a law firm committed to providing prompt and superior legal 

services to our clients in the metro-Detroit area in an efficient, effective and economical manner.  Our 

clients benefit from our broad knowledge base and experience.  We strive to develop creative 

solutions to achieve our clients’ goals and objectives.  Our attorneys adhere to the strictest personal 

and professional ethics as evinced by the firm’s and our individual AV peer-review ratings in the 

Martindale Hubbell Law Directory.  Members have been featured in Super Lawyers and DBusiness 

Top Lawyers edition.  Our attorneys are committed to our clients’ needs and focus on each client’s 

circumstances and objectives with respect to every matter and service provided. 

We work on a variety of legal matters covering a number of practice fields.  However, we 

specialize in advising and representing municipal and local government agencies, boards, and 

commissions.  Our local government attorneys have acquired considerable expertise in local 

government law matters including advising boards and commissions and attending their meetings, 

annexation, cable television, charter amendment, civil rights, code enforcement, construction, 

contract drafting and negotiation, elections, eminent domain, environmental, Freedom of Information 

and Open Meetings Acts, historic preservation, intergovernmental cooperation, land division, 

litigation, ordinance drafting, property taxation, prosecutions, public finance, real estate transactions, 

special assessments, telecommunications, and zoning and land use.  HSC currently serves as the City 

Attorneys for Berkley, Ferndale and Rochester Hills.  In addition, HSC attorneys have served as 

general counsel and special counsel for other local government agencies including the Road 

Commission for Oakland County, the City of Eaton Rapids, Village of Franklin, City of Lake 

Angelus, City of Pontiac, City of Ypsilanti and Charter Township of West Bloomfield.  HSC has 

advised and counseled the Berkley, Ferndale, Oxford and Walled Lake Downtown Development 

Authorities, and we are legal advisors to the Rochester-Avon Recreation Authority.  We prosecute 

municipal ordinance violations for some of our municipal clients in the 43rd, 44th and the 52-3rd District 

Courts.  We also currently serve as legal advisors to the City of Clawson and City of Ludington 

Charter Commissions.  In short, we are well-versed and experienced in a wide range of local 

government legal affairs and issues. 

Integrity, communication, responsiveness and quality are cornerstones for effective legal 

service.  It is HSC’s policy to reply promptly to client calls and emails.  We strive to provide same-

day responses.  Once a legal issue is framed and discussed with our client, we commonly provide a 

time estimate for when our client may expect the legal service to be completed.  HSC’s office is open 

for business 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; however, our attorneys regularly attend 

to client matters before or after regular business hours and on weekends, as necessary, to respond to 

and fulfill our clients’ needs. 

We anticipate that if selected to provide legal services for the Commission, John Staran will 

be the primary contact and lead attorney responsible for coordinating and overseeing legal services, 

assisted by Dan Christ.  Dan’s and John’s resumes are included with this proposal.   
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Qualifications 

The following HSC attorneys are available to assist in providing legal services: 

Ann D. Christ (associate), rated AV Preeminent (highest rating) by Martindale Hubbell, concentrates 

her practice principally representing municipal clients in ordinance enforcement and prosecutions.  

Ms. Christ also supports and provides other general municipal legal services and attends municipal 

meetings.  She is a member of the Oakland County Bar Association, State Bar of Michigan and 

Women Lawyers Association of Michigan.  Ms. Christ graduated from Michigan State University 

and received her law degree from the University of Detroit. 

P. Daniel Christ (principal), rated AV Preeminent (highest rating) by Martindale Hubbell and 

named in Super Lawyers, 2013 – 2022, concentrates his practice in local government, zoning and land 

use, construction law, business and general commercial litigation.  He is the City Attorney for the 

City of Ferndale and assistant City Attorney and prosecuting attorney for the City of Berkley.  He is 

the legal advisor for the City of Ludington Charter Commission.  He has advised various government 

clients on election matters and has represented government clients before District and Circuit Courts; 

the Michigan Court of Appeals, U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Appeals, the Michigan Tax 

Tribunal, Michigan State Board of Education, Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and other 

administrative agencies.  He has lectured and written on matters concerning the Michigan Freedom 

of Information Act, Michigan Open Meetings Act and zoning and land use matters.  He is a member 

of the Oakland County Bar Association’s Municipal Law Committee, Michigan Association of 

Municipal Attorneys, and is a past President of the Michigan Council of School Attorneys.  He is a 

member of the Public Corporation and Real Property Law Sections of the State Bar of Michigan.  Mr. 

Christ graduated from Michigan State University and earned his law degree at the University of 

Detroit. 

John D. Staran (principal), rated AV Preeminent (highest rating) by Martindale Hubbell and named 

in Super Lawyers, 2009 – 2022, concentrates his practice in most aspects of local government law.  

He also maintains a general civil practice, with areas of concentration including civil litigation, 

business, construction, zoning and land use, environmental, historic preservation, property taxation, 

and real property law matters.  Mr. Staran is the City Attorney for the Cities of Berkley and Rochester 

Hills.  He is the legal advisor to the Clawson City Charter Commission.  He is former chairperson of 

the Oakland County Bar Association Municipal Law Committee.  He has written and lectured at 

seminars and conferences on zoning and land use, land division, historic preservation, sign regulation, 

ordinance enforcement, property taxation and other municipal topics.  Mr. Staran has represented 

local government agencies in District and Circuit Courts, Michigan Court of Appeals, Michigan 

Supreme Court, U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Appeals, Michigan Tax Tribunal, State Tax 

Commission, State Historic Preservation Review Board and other administrative agencies.  He is a 

member of the Local Government Law and Real Property Law Sections of the State Bar of Michigan, 

and the Municipal Law Committee of the Oakland County Bar Association.  Mr. Staran graduated 

from the University of Michigan-Dearborn (with distinction) and earned his law degree from the 

University of Notre Dame. 

As part of our team, HSC also employs skilled and courteous administrative assistants to 

provide prompt and efficient support for our legal services to our local government clients. 
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We believe our experience representing and advising our local government clients is second 

to none.  HSC has represented its municipal and governmental clients in administrative hearings and 

litigation matters at all levels of State and Federal Courts. 

References 

Mr. Matt Baumgarten 

City Manager 

City of Berkley 

3338 Coolidge Highway 

Berkley, MI  48072 

(248) 224-5738 

Mr. Bryan K. Barnett 

Mayor 

City of Rochester Hills 

1000 Rochester Hills Drive 

Rochester Hills, MI  48309 

(248) 656-4664 

Mr. David Word 

Executive Director 

Rochester Avon Recreation 

Authority 

500 E 2nd Street 

Rochester, MI 48307 

(947) 886-0007, ext. 9 

Agreement and Fee Structure 

We propose to provide legal services at an hourly rate of $185 per hour, billed monthly. Costs 

advanced on behalf of the Commission for filing fees, document reproduction, and other authorized 

and customarily reimbursable expenses would be in addition to the basic hourly fee and reimbursed 

at cost without any mark-up (HSC does not propose to be reimbursed for its own overhead and 

administrative expense such as phone, facsimile, computer, or ordinary copying charges). 

We invoice our clients toward the beginning of every month for the legal services provided in 

the previous month.  Our monthly statements will contain an itemized statement describing the 

services performed and reflecting the time expended (in 1/10 hour increments).  Reimbursable costs 

will be reflected on the monthly statement. 

Insurance 

HSC maintains professional and commercial liability insurance coverages.  A copy of our 

certificate of insurance will be provided upon request. 

Conflict of Interest 

We are not aware of any existing or potential conflicts of interest in connection with our 

providing legal services for the Commission.  We are vigilant about avoiding conflicts of interest or 

even the appearance of a conflict, and we take appropriate steps to check for conflicts whenever a 

new matter or client arises.  We do not accept engagement by prospective clients who we foresee may 

have dealings or potential for dispute with our municipal clients or which may lead to a conflict of 

interest or require us to take a legal position or advocate for a result that may be adverse to our 

municipal clients’ interests. 

Lawsuits 

None of our HSC attorneys have ever been sued by a client for improper representation, nor 

has our firm or our attorneys been in bankruptcy, reorganization, or receivership. 
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Our Approach 

 If fortunate enough to be selected by the Commission, we will relish that opportunity and 

eagerly dive right in.  We like to familiarize ourselves as quickly as possible with the commission’s 

needs and goals. 

If you have any questions or comments with respect to our firm or this proposal, please feel 

free to contact John D. Staran at (248) 731-3088 (jstaran@hsc-law.com).  

       Very truly yours, 

      

  
       John D. Staran 

 

 

mailto:jstaran@hsc-law.com


JO HN  D.  ST A RAN  
H A F E L I  S T A R A N  &  C H R I S T ,  P . C .  

 

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION: 

 

 

Hafeli Staran & Christ, P.C. 

2055 Orchard Lake Road 

Sylvan Lake, Michigan  48320 
 

Office:   (248) 731-3095 

Direct:   (248) 731-3088 

Fax:       (248) 731-3088 

Mobile:  (248) 760-3281 

Email:  jstaran@hsc-law.com 

 
 

EDUCATION: 

 
University of Notre Dame Law School, J.D. 

University of Michigan-Dearborn, B.A., with distinction 

PRACTICE 

AREAS: 

 

Municipal, eminent domain, land use and zoning, real estate, property taxation, 

historic preservation, construction, business, environmental and general civil 

law. 

EXPERTISE: 

 
Experienced practitioner in all aspects of municipal law, including advice, 

representation and litigation on behalf of public officials, boards and 

commissions. General practice includes business transactions, zoning and land 

use, environmental, real estate, property taxation, construction, and general civil. 

LEGAL 

EMPLOYMENT: 

 

Co-Founder and Principal of Hafeli Staran & Christ, P.C., Sylvan Lake, Michigan 

-- September 2005 to present 

Principal of Beier Howlett, P.C., Bloomfield Hills, Michigan – December 1987 

to August 2005 

Associate of Patterson & Patterson, Whitfield, Manikoff, Ternan & White – 

November 1983 to November 1987 

MEMBERSHIPS/ 

ASSOCIATIONS: 

 

U.S. District Court 

State Bar of Michigan 

Local Government Law Section 

Real Property Law Section 

Oakland County Bar Association  

Municipal Law Committee (past chairperson) 

CREDENTIALS: 

 
Martindale Hubbell Rating:  AV Preeminent (Highest Rating) 

Michigan Super Lawyers 2008-22 (Peer and achievement recognition given to 

top 5% of lawyers in the state) 

SPEAKING 

ENGAGEMENTS / 

SEMINAR 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

“Zoning and Land Use in Michigan,” Lorman Education Services; “Historic 

Preservation in Michigan: Easements, Tax Incentives and Litigation,” Lorman 

Education Services; “Michigan Land Use: Current Issues in Subdivision 

Annexation and Zoning Law,” National Business Institute; “Home Rule,” League 

of Women Voters - Oakland Area; and others. 

PERSONAL 

INFORMATION: 
Born in Framingham, Massachusetts.  Resides in Farmington Hills, Michigan.  

Happily married with two adult children and a grandson.  Bicycling enthusiast; 

Long-time youth ice hockey and baseball coach; Former House Director of 

Farmington Hills Hockey Association. 
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P.  DAN IEL  CHR IST  
H A F E L I  S T A R A N  &  C H R I S T ,  P . C .  

 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION: 

 

 

Hafeli Staran & Christ, P.C. 

2055 Orchard Lake Road 

Sylvan Lake, MI 48320 
 

Direct:   (248) 731-3085 

Fax:       (248) 731-3085 

Mobile: (248) 227-5421 

Email:  dchrist@hsc-law.com 

 
 

Dan Christ (principal), rated AV Preeminent (highest rating) by Martindale Hubbell and named in 

Michigan Super Lawyers, concentrates his practice on local government law, real estate and general 

business matters. He has experience in Freedom of Information Act and Open Meetings Act, zoning 

and land use and general civil and criminal litigation. He is a member of the Governmental and Real 

Property Law sections of the State Bar of Michigan and a member of the Oakland County Bar 

Association Municipal Law Committee.  

 

EDUCATION: 

University of Detroit School of Law, Detroit, MI; Juris Doctorate 1991 

London Law Program, Regent’s Park, England; Study of International law and EEC. 

Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI; B.A. Arts and Letters 1987 

 

LAW PRACTICE AREAS: 

Municipal/School/Governmental; real estate; zoning and land use matters; general commercial and construction 

litigation; title disputes and construction liens; Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act litigation; 

property annexation matters; property taxation; election matters. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS: 

Cities of Berkley, Eaton Rapids, Ferndale and Rochester Hills, Sentech Services,  

Extended Stay America, Netco Title, Oakland County Road Commission 

 

SEMINARS/PUBLICATIONS: 

National Business Institute, 1997; School Law Seminar 

Lorman Education Services, 2002; Public Records and Open Meetings  

Lorman Education Services, 2006; Zoning and Land Use in Michigan 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS / AFFILIATIONS: 

Oakland County Bar Association 

State Bar of Michigan 

Michigan Council of School Attorneys (Past President (2000-2001)) 

Oakland County Municipal Law Committee 

 

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES:  

Available upon request 

mailto:dchrist@hsc-law.com
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