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300.000 ZONING
Ord. Eff. 1-1-2002
Effective: January 1, 2002

SECTION 1

300.100 TITLE, PURPOSE, CONSTRUCTION OF LANGUAGE

300.101 Title.

A. The Township of Richland, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, Ordains: That this ordinance shall be known as
the "Richland Township Zoning Ordinance".

300.102 Purpose.

B. This Ordinance has been established, pursuant to Act 110 of the Public Acts of 2006 of the State of
Michigan, as it may from time to time be amended for the purpose of:

1. Protecting the health, safety and general welfare of the township and its residents; and

2. Protecting the character and stability of the Township through establishment of zoning districts which
regulates the use and intensity of building through the creation of site development requirements; and

3. Establishing standards and conditions for non-conforming uses, special uses, and accessory uses; and

4, Providing for the means in which to administer and enforce the ordinance while promoting the
Implementation of the Township Master Land Use Plan.

(Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006)

300.103 Definitions.

C. For the purpose of this ordinance, certain terms and words are herewith defined as follows: Words used
in the present tense include the future; words used in the singular number include the plural, and words in the
plural number include the singular; the word "subordinate building" includes the word "structure"; the word
"shall" is mandatory and not directory. Any words not herein defined shall be construed as defined in the Housing
Code of Michigan, Act 167, Public Acts of 1917, and the Amendments thereto.

Access Lot Beneficiary: The owner/occupant of a waterfront lot and any other person with a right of access to
a waterway and/or use of a waterway through a waterfront lot, in whole or in part, by fee ownership, easement,
lease, license, gift, business invitation, or any other written form of conveyance, dedication, permission or
access/use rights. Members of the same family as defined under this Ordinance shall be collectively considered as
one access lot beneficiary.

Access Management: A technique to improve or preserve traffic operations along a major roadway, and
minimize potential for accidents through the control of driveway locations and design; consideration of the
relationship of traffic activity for properties adjacent to, and across from one another; and the promotion of
alternatives to direct road access. Methods used include construction of frontage roads, service drives, shared
driveways, and medians or islands to direct traffic flow and control ingress and/or egress.

Accessory Building: A subordinate building or portion of main building, the use of which is incidental to that
of the main building. Such buildings do not include structures that are, or were originally, intended for other
purposes, such as trailers or containers for transportation or/and storage purposes.
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Accessory Building, Attached: An attached accessory building such as, but not limited to a garage shall not be
included in the calculation of a detached accessory building. (Ord. 284, effective November 3, 2021; Ord No. 287,
effective 3-2-22; Ord. No. 289, effective 5-6-22). .

Accessory Use: A use of a building, lot or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental and subordinate to
the principal use of the main building or lot.

Adult Day Care and Foster Care Facilities:

A.  Adult Day Care Family Home: A private home in which 1 but fewer than 7 adults are received for care
and supervision for compensation for periods of less than 24 hours a day, except adults related to an
adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.

B.  Adult Day Care Group Home: A private home in which more than 6 but not more than 12 adults are
given care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, except adults related to an adult
member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.

C.  Adult Foster Care Family Home: A private residence with the approved capacity to receive 6 or fewer
adults to be provided with foster care for 5 or more days per week and for 2 or more consecutive
weeks. Such use is considered a permitted us in any district that permits single family dwellings, subject
to state licensing requirements. This use shall also include the definition for a State Licensed
Residential Facility; defined as a structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed by the
state under the adult foster care licensing act and provides residential services for 6 or fewer
individuals under 24-hour supervision or care.

D.  Adult Foster Care Small Group Home: An adult foster care facility with the approved capacity to receive
between 7 and 12 adults to be provided with foster care. Such use shall be established as a special
exception use, subject to those same conditions and meet State licensing requirements.

E. Limited Residential Care Facilities: Includes adult day care or foster care, including adult foster care
large group homes between 13 to 20 adults, subject to statutory restrictions and State licensing
requirements. Those may include nursing homes, assisted living facilities and senior housing for up to
20 people. It is anticipated that these facilities would operate 24 hours per day.

F. Full Residential Care Facilities: Includes nursing homes, assisted living facilities and other congregate
care and/or senior housing facilities for more than 20 adults. Such use shall include access to medical
staff on a full-time or part-time basis. This definition shall include unlicensed residential facilities and
those licensed by the State of Michigan. It does not include facilities providing treatment, such as
substance abuse, or rehabilitation, such as halfway houses, or other uses regulated by the Department
of Corrections.

Agri-tainment: The means by which a property owner that operates a functioning farm establishes incidental
land uses to the principal agricultural land use to provide the public with fun on-farm and ranch entertainment,
education, direct sales, or other activities. Such activities may include but are not limited to mazes, -petting farms,
hayrides, self-harvested (pick your own) fruit/vegetable farms, Christmas tree farms, cider mills, farm markets, arts
& crafts fairs, outdoor festivals, concessions, and product tasting to sell products that are produced by the farms.
Any alcoholic products of the farm must be operated under a license and in accordance with the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission. (Ord No. 302, effective June 5, 2024.)

Alternative Mounting Structure: A building or structure, other than a telecommunication tower, that may
support the attachment of antennas for commercial telecommunication services. Such structures may include
utility transmission poles, light poles, steeples, water towers or similar structures or buildings.

Animal: An organism, other than a human or plant that is characterized into one of the following three
categories: 1) Domestic: This category includes those animals, often under 150 pounds in weight, that have adapted
well to human interaction residing within the dwelling as pets, such as dogs, house cats, and certain types of other
small domesticated animals (such as birds and reptiles), but generally excluding those listed in either the livestock
or exotic categories. Such animals are deemed not to be a threat to humans, are nonpoisonous or not carriers of
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disease, are likely not to bite without provocation (or appropriately caged), and are in good health. 2) Livestock: This
category includes those other domesticated animals that are primarily of various sizes which are utilized for the
production of food or privately kept or raised for pleasure. These would include, but are not limited to, those animals
that are presently listed under the classification of animal units associated with livestock operations. This shall
include, but is not limited to, cattle, swine, horses, sheep, goats, turkeys, chickens, and ducks. 3) Exotic: This category
includes all other animals but can be further differentiated as either being native or non-native. In Michigan, native
animals may include those found in the wild throughout the State or within some small areas. Some of these animals
may be endangered or on a protected list (cannot be hunted), while others may be subject to game laws with
duration of the hunting season limited by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Non-native would
include those not found in Michigan. This category of animal may be regulated through a general ordinance of the
Township (NOTE: The State of Michigan has specific regulation for the importation of animals and may require an
official interstate health certificate of veterinary inspection issued by an accredited veterinarian from the state of
origin). See 300.2003 Animal Ordinance. As amended by Ordinance No. 285 effective February 2, 2022.

Animal Daycare Facility: Any business used for the short-term supervision of cats, dogs, or small animals for
less than 24 consecutive hours. These facilities do not provide veterinary care and are not boarding kennels for
stays longer than 24 consecutive hours. These businesses are often termed doggie daycare businesses. (See also,
“Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennel”. (Ord. No. 290, adopted 8-16-22).

Apartment House: See "Multiple Dwelling".

Automobile Trailer: A vehicle or structure adapted to or intended to be adapted to being attached to a motor
vehicle for hauling on the highways, including self-propelled and non-self propelled vehicles or structures, and
whether it has or has not wheels attached, or is or is not resting on a foundation.

Banquet Facility or Event Center: A commercial operation devoted to accommodations for the gathering of
individuals or groups within an open setting, such as weddings, reunions, seminars or similar events.

Basement: That portion of a building that is below the first story, the ceiling of which is less than five feet above
the surrounding ground elevation or where more than one-half of the height of the story is below the average ground
line.

Bed and Breakfast Inn: A dwelling in which overnight lodging is provided to transient guests for compensation,
including the provision that breakfast is included and served to only such overnight guests. A transient guest shall
be one whose stay is no greater than one week (seven days) in duration during any 30-day period. The dwelling shall
be the primary residence of the owner/operator of the Inn and no attached or detached accessory buildings shall be
utilized for such operation unless specifically approved by the Planning Commission.

Billboard: (See Section 19.D)

Boarding House: A building, other than a hotel or motel, where lodging and/or meals for three or more, but
less than ten persons are provided for compensation.

Boundaries of Districts: Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries of the various districts herein
described and shown on the maps accompanying and made a part of this ordinance, the following rules shall apply:

A.  The district boundaries are either streets or alleys unless otherwise described or shown, and where any
designation on the maps accompanying and made a part of this ordinance indicating the various districts
are not otherwise described and are approximately bounded by street or alley line, said street or alley
line shall be construed to be the boundary of such district.

B.  Where the district boundaries are not otherwise indicated and where the property has been or may
hereafter be divided into blocks and lots, the district boundaries shall be construed to be lot lines, and
where the designations on the maps accompanying and made a part of this ordinance indicating the
various districts are approximately bounded by lot lines, said lot lines shall be construed to be the
boundary of such district unless said boundaries are otherwise indicated by the ordinance.

C. For property not platted, the district boundary lines on the maps accompanying and made a part of this
ordinance shall be determined by use of the scale contained on such maps.
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D. Inall other instances, when the district boundary cannot be determined by the Zoning Administrator
based upon these rules, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall determine the boundary of the district.

Brewer, Micro-Brewer: Licensed in the State of Michigan to manufacture and/or sell beer, subject to
restrictions on the on-premise and off-premise sale of product from approved locations. (Note: Definitions related
to brewery, micro-brewery and brewpub subject to Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Liquor
Control Commission.)

Building: A structure erected on site, a mobile home or mobile structure, a pre-manufactured or pre-cut
structure, above or below ground, designed primarily for the shelter, support or enclosure of persons, animals or
property of any kind.

Building Height: The vertical distance measured from the established grade or average elevation of the building
site to the highest point of the roof surface for a flat roof, to the deck line for a mansard roof and to the average
height between eaves and ridge for a gable, hip or gambrel roof. No topographic alterations shall be made to increase
this average elevation for purposes of such height calculation.

Child Day Care Facility:

A.  Child Care Center: A facility, other than a private residence, receiving one or more preschool or school-
aged children for care for periods of less than 24 hours a day, where the parents or guardians are not
immediately available to the child. Child care Center or Day Care Center includes a facility that provides
care for not less than 2 consecutive weeks regardless of the number of hours of care per day. The facility
is generally described as a child care center, day care center, day nursery, nursery school, parent
cooperative preschool, playground, or drop-in center. Such use shall be designated as a "child care center
- limited" if it involves 20 minor children or less and a "child care center - full" if it involves more than 20
minor children.

B. Family Child Care Home: A private home in which 1 but fewer than 7 minor children are received for care
and supervision for compensation for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or
legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.
Family child care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than
four weeks during a calendar year.

C. Group Child Care Home: A private home in which more than 6 but not more than 12 minor children are
given care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day unattended by a parent or legal
guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, marriage, or adoption.
Group child care home includes a home in which care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than
four weeks during a calendar year.

Child Foster Care Facility:

A.  Foster Family Home: A private home in which 1 but not more than 4 minor children, who are not related
to an adult member of the household by blood or marriage, or who are not placed in the household
under the Michigan adoption code, are provided care for 24 hours a day, for 4 or more days a week, for
2 or more consecutive weeks, unattended by a parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian. Such use is
considered a permitted use in any district that permits single family dwellings, subject to state licensing
requirements.

B.  Foster Family Group Home: A private home in which more than 4 but not more than 7 minor children,
who are not related to an adult member of the household by blood or marriage, or who are not placed
in the household under the Michigan adoption code, are provided care for 24 hours per day, for more
than 4 days per week, for 2 or more consecutive weeks, unattended by a parent, legal guardian, or legal
custodian.

Church, Outdoor: A place where services are held in the open and the audience is not confined within a
building or similar closed structure.
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Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennel: Any lot or premises use for the boarding or four or more dogs, for
more than 24 consecutive hours. (See also “Animal Daycare Facility”). (Ord. No. 290, adopted 8-16-22).

Common Element: An unoccupied area within a site condominium or planned unit development which is
reserved for the enjoyment of all residents (general) or by some residents (limited) and maintained by those
residents through associations.

Comparison Plan: A detailed plan based upon the site development regulations within the underlying zoning
district in which the project is located. Such plan shall adhere to the requirements for development within the
Township's Subdivision/Site Condominium Ordinance, Land Division Ordinance and/or Zoning Ordinance, as
applicable. Such plan shall include a wetland delineation, where applicable, and accurately calculate and define
where stormwater facilities are to be located. The Planning Commission shall use this comparison plan for purposes
of calculating allowable residential density for either a Planned Unit Development [excluding a PUD in the "B-1" or
"B-2" zoning districts - See Section 18.03(4)e.iv(a)] or an Open Space Preservation project, within those listed zoning
districts.

Condominium Unit: That portion of a condominium project or site condominium subdivision which is designed
and intended for separate ownership and use, as described in a master deed, regardless of intended use. The owner
of a condominium also owns a share of the common elements. The term "condominium unit" shall be considered
the equivalent to the term "dwelling unit". Condominium units shall be designed and recorded under provisions of
Public Act 59 of 1978, being the Condominium Act as amended.

Corridor Preservation: A means of coordinating transportation planning with land use planning and
development. Its goal is to prohibit, or at least reduce, development in areas which are likely to be required to meet
transportation needs in the future. Some of the areas are lands next to existing roadways which may be used for
highway expansion; areas which might be needed to construct entirely new routes for urban bypasses or to serve
new neighborhoods or commercial developments; and land needed for bicycle, transit and pedestrian facilities.

Development Area: The area of the lot(s)/parcels(s) on which a development project is proposed, excluding
that area devoted to existing wetlands or bodies of water.

Driveway: An access serving a single parcel from a public or private road. When a driveway extends more than
200 feet from the public or private road it accesses, it shall be deemed an "extended length driveway". (See Extended
Length Driveway)

Dwelling Unit: A building or self-contained portion thereof (i.e., separated internally from the remainder of the
building by a wall, a door equipped with a lock, or other barrier) providing complete independent living facilities for
one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.

Dwelling, Single Family: A building containing not more than one dwelling unit (other than a
Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment) designed for residential use, complying with the following standards:

A. It complies with the minimum square footage requirements of this ordinance for the zone in which it is
located.
B. It has a core area at some place within the structure of at least 24 feet by 24 feet in size. Where a dwelling

is required by law to comply with any federal or state standards or regulations for construction and
where such standards or regulations for construction are different than those imposed by the Township
Building Code, then and in that event such federal or state standards or regulations shall apply.

C. Itis firmly attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in accordance with the Township
Building Code and shall have a wall of the same perimeter dimensions of the dwelling and constructed
of such materials and type as required in the applicable building code for single family dwellings. In the
event that the dwelling is a mobile home, as defined herein, such dwelling shall, in addition thereto, be
installed pursuant to the manufacturer's setup instructions and shall be secured to the premises by an
anchoring system or device complying with the rules and regulations of the Michigan Mobile Home
Commission.
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D. Inthe event that a dwelling is a mobile home as defined herein, each mobile home shall be installed
with the wheels removed. Additionally, no dwelling shall have any exposed towing mechanism,
undercarriage or chassis.

E. The dwelling is connected to a public sewer and water supply or to such private facilities approved by
the local health department.

F. The dwelling contains a storage capability area in a basement located under the dwelling, in an attic area,
in closet areas or in a separate structure of standard construction similar to or of better quality than the
principal dwelling, which storage area shall be equal to 10 percent of the square footage of the dwelling
or 100 square feet, whichever shall be less. Furthermore, in the event that no garage or carport is built
for any dwelling, an exterior storage building built of comparable materials to the dwelling shall be
constructed at least 10 feet by 10 feet in size; such exterior storage building can be used in determining
whether the above requirements for storage are met.

G. The dwelling is aesthetically compatible in design and appearance with other residences in the vicinity,
with either a roof overhang of not less than six inches on all sides, or alternatively with window sills and
roof drainage systems concentrating roof drainage at collection points along the sides of the dwelling;
has not less than two exterior doors with the second one being in either the rear or side of the dwelling;
and contains permanently attached steps connected to said exterior door areas or to porches connected
to said door areas where a difference in elevation requires the same.

The compatibility of design and appearance shall be determined in the first instance by the Township
Zoning Administrator upon review of the plans submitted for a particular dwelling subject to appeal by
an aggrieved party to the Zoning Board of Appeals within a period of 15 days from the receipt of notice
of said Zoning Administrator's decision. Any determination of compatibility shall be based upon the
standards set forth in this definition of "dwelling" as well as the character, design and appearance of
one or more residential dwellings located outside of mobile home parks within 2,000 feet of the subject
dwelling where such area is developed with dwellings to the extent of not less than 20 percent of the
lots situated within said area; or, where said area is not so developed, by character, design and
appearance of one or more residential dwellings located outside of mobile home parks throughout the
Township. The foregoing shall not be construed to prohibit innovative design concepts involving such
matters as solar energy, view, unique land contour or relief from the common or standard designed
home.

H.  The dwelling contains no additions or rooms or other areas which are not constructed with similar
quality workmanship as the original structure, including permanent attachment to the principal
structure and construction of a foundation as required herein.

The dwelling complies with all pertinent building and fire codes. In the case of a mobile home, all
construction and all plumbing, electrical apparatus and insulation within and connected to said mobile
home shall be of a type and quality conforming to the "Mobile Home Construction and Safety
Standards" as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development,
being 24 CFR 3280, and as from time to time such standards may be amended.

J. The foregoing standards shall not apply to a mobile home located in a licensed mobile home park
except to the extent required by state or federal law or otherwise specifically required in the ordinance
of the Township pertaining to such parks.

K. All construction required herein shall be commenced only after a building permit has been obtained in
accordance with the applicable Township Building Code provisions and requirements.

Dwelling, Two Family: A building containing not more than two separate dwelling units designed for
residential use and conforming in all other respects to the standards set forth for the definition of Dwelling, Single
Family.

Dwelling, Multiple Family: A building containing three or more dwelling units designed for residential use and
conforming in all other respects to the standards set forth for the definition of Dwelling, Single Family.
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Earth Sheltered Home: A dwelling in which at least 50 percent of the exterior vertical wall area is covered by
earth and designed and intended to provide permanent finished living areas affording climatic, noise or life safety
protection, which structure meets applicable building codes.

Essential Services: The term "essential services" means the erection, construction, alteration or maintenance
by public utilities or municipal departments or commissions, of underground or overhead, gas, electrical, steam or
water transmission or distribution system, collection, communication, supply or disposal system, including towers,
structures, poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic
signals, hydrants, electric substations, gas regulator stations, and other similar equipment and accessories in
connection therewith reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such public utilities or
municipal departments or commissions or for the public health or safety or general welfare of the people of Richland
Township, Kalamazoo County, Michigan. This definition does not include towers or other buildings or structures
intended specifically to service commercial wireless telecommunications such as cellular, personal communication
services, specialized or enhanced mobile radio, paging and similar services.

Extended Length Driveway: An access serving a single parcel from a public or private road and extending more
than 200 feet from the public or private road it accesses.

Family:

A.  Traditional: An individual or group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption,
together with foster children and domestic household employees of the principal occupants, with not
more than one additional unrelated person, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, non-profit
housekeeping unit in a dwelling.

B. Functional: A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit whose relationship
is of a permanent and distinct domestic character, with a recognizable bond characteristic of a cohesive
unit, and who are in fact cooking and living as a single non-profit housekeeping unit. This definition shall
not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, coterie, or other organization, which
is not a recognized religious order. This definition shall also not include any group of individuals whose
domestic relationship is transitory, temporary or resort/seasonal in nature or character or whose
association is essentially for convenience and economics, or for the limited duration of their education,
training or similar determinate period of time.

Grade, Established: The pre-development grade of the property as measured at the established setback lines.
Such grade may be used for establishing average elevation. (See Building, Height).

Ground Floor Area: That area of a residence, excluding any attached accessory building, that has more than
one half (50%) of the area above the established grade.

High Water Line: The line between upland and bottomland that persists through successive changes in water
levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so common or recurrent that the character of the land
is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the configuration of the surface of the soil, and
the vegetation. On an inland lake that has a level established by law, it means the high established level. Where
water returns to its natural level as the result of the permanent removal or abandonment of a dam, it means the
natural ordinary high-water mark.

Hotel/Motel: A "hotel" or "motel" is a building containing ten or more rooming units used only for the
accommodation of transients, with the exception of one dwelling unit for housing of management staff.

Joint Driveway: An access serving two parcels from a public or private road.

Kennel: see “Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennel”, this section or “Animal Daycare Facility” this Section.
(Ord No. 290, adopted August 16, 2022).

Landscape: Use of natural materials or plantings to improve or alter the ground. May include "hardscape"
improvements provided there is no ground alteration within the setback areas for outdoor living space.

Large Recreational Open Space Overlay District terms:
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Nature Playscape — An area developed for active play and recreation with features crafted from
natural elements such as logs, tree stumps, boulders, plants, and drainage paths.

Outdoor Classroom — An outdoor space used for instructing students that may contain elements
of the natural environment that can be used as a teaching component of the program.

Pavilion — A seasonal building or structure used for shelter in a park or large garden. (ord. no. 304
added 9/2024)

Snack Bars — Establishments that serve snacks, usually for consumption between meals. These snacks may
include prepackaged donuts, ice cream, yogurt, cookies, granola bars, or other items not manufactured on-site.”

Limited Oil Storage Tanks: Limited capacity, including oil, gasoline, naphtha and allied products, storage tanks
shall be herein defined as storage tanks having a combined capacity of 20,000 gallons or less.

Lot: A parcel of land occupied or intended for occupancy for a use permitted in this ordinance. A lot shall meet
the site development regulations for the district in which it is located unless it was a "Lot of Record" prior to the
adoption of this ordinance and/or was approved through a variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals. A "site
condominium unit" shall be considered the equivalent of a lot for purposes of meeting the site development
regulations of this ordinance.

Lot, Corner: A lot with frontage on two streets or roads.

Lot Coverage: The maximum area, calculated as a percentage, of the total lot area that can be covered by
buildings and structures. This coverage shall not include any other impervious surfaces, such as paved parking or
driveways, unless specifically indicated for that district or for that specific use.

Lot Width: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines, measured at the two points where the minimum
required roadside front yard setback line intersects the side lot lines.

Master Deed: The condominium document recording the condominium project as approved by the township
which is attached as exhibits and incorporated by reference in the approved bylaws for the project and the approved
condominium subdivision for the project.

Mixed Occupancy: In cases of mixed occupancy where a building is occupied in part as a dwelling, the part so
occupied shall be deemed for the purposes of this act and shall comply with the provisions thereof relative to
dwellings.

Mobile Home: A mobile home is a structure designed for occupancy, for sleeping, eating and living therein,
and so designed that it complies with the definition of "Dwelling, Single Family" or is located within an approved
mobile home park.

Non-Conforming Structure: A building or structure lawfully existing on the effective date of this Ordinance, or
amendments thereto, and which does not conform to the provisions of the Ordinance nor to the use regulations of
the district which it is located.

Non-Conforming Use: A building or premises occupied by a use that does not conform to the regulations of the
use district in which it is situated.

Off-Street Parking Space: A parking area not on any public street or right-of-way, having an all-weather surface,
of at least ten feet in width and 20 feet in length, exclusive of necessary driveways, aisles or maneuvering areas
suitable for parking one motor vehicle adjacent or in close proximity to the use for which the parking is provided
and having direct access to a public street.

Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (PGAA): A portion of a single family dwelling ("principal dwelling")
consisting of a separate dwelling unit occupied by a parent or grandparent of an occupant of the principal dwelling
and/or a spouse or widow/widower of such parent or grandparent.
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Patio: A solid surface outdoor living space built at ground level, or no more than 30" above the established
grade, so that no safety railings are required.

Planned Unit Development (PUD): A PUD is a special exception use whereby the site meets the density
requirements for the zoning district in which it is located, yet allows for flexibility in meeting either dimensional or
use characteristics for that district.

Residential Care Facility: (See Adult or Child Care Facility.)
Private Road: An access serving three or more parcels from a public or another private road.

Riparian Access Lot: A type of waterfront lot providing for private or common (semi-private) access to a
waterway for one or more access lot beneficiaries.

Roadside Stand, Permanent: A permanent structure established for the sale of agricultural products and
located on an active farm property or property owned by the farm owner, and regulated as a special exception use.
Permanent roadside stands shall follow the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD
Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices, as amended (GAAMPs) for Farm Markets.

Roadside Stand, Temporary: A nonpermanent structure less than 200 square feet in area established for
the sale of agricultural, cottage food industry, or similar purpose; which is intended to be temporarily erected and
easily movable without a foundation and in operation less than 180 days between March 1% and December 1%, A
temporary roadside stand may be operated by a commercial farm on farm property under the authority of the
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) Generally Accepted Agricultural Management
Practices, as amended (GAAMPs) for Farm Markets. (Ord 308, Effective 3-2-26).

Rooming House: A "rooming house" under this ordinance shall be construed to mean any dwelling occupied
in such a manner that certain rooms, in excess of those used by members of a traditional family, as defined in this
ordinance, are leased or rented (for-profit) to persons outside of the family without accommodations for meals. In
the case of single and two family dwellings the number of such rooms leased or rented to roomers shall not exceed
two, unless such dwelling be made to comply in all respects with the provisions of this ordinance relating to Boarding
Houses and located in a district permitting multiple family dwellings.

School, Public: A public institution providing for an accredited education and whose facilities are extended for
use to the general public.

School, Private: A private institution providing parochial or cultural education and whose facilities are not
available for use to the general public.

Setback: The required distance from the road right-of-way line or from the side lot line or rear lot line. The
measurement shall be from the outermost permanent portion of the structure, including eaves troughs, porches,
chimneys, protruding windows, overhangs and cantilevers and similar projections from the exterior wall of the
structure, but excluding steps and planters.

Sign: (See Section 19.D)

Site Condominium Project: A plan or project consisting of not less than two single-family units or other
development established in conformance with the Michigan Condominium Act (P.A. 59 of 1978, as amended).

Solar Energy System: See Definitions related to Solar Energy contained in Section 1800.37 of this Ordinance.
(Ord. No. 302, effective June 5, 2024).

Stable: The keeping of horses for board or for hire.

Story: Ten feet of side-wall construction as measured from the average natural grade or from the ceiling of any
lower floor, which is above the natural grade, but excluding the eaves and roof of any building. A "story" as defined
herein, as it applies to an "earth sheltered home", need not be at or above the average natural grade.

Street: A public thoroughfare or road right-of-way.
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Structure: Anything constructed, assembled or erected the use of which requires location on the ground or
attachment to something having location on or in the ground, and shall include tanks, towers, advertising devices,
bins, tents, lunch wagons, trailers, dining cars, camp cars, antennas, TV "dishes" or other supports used for business
or living purposes. The word "structure" shall not apply to wires and their supporting poles or frames of electrical or
telephone utilities, or to service utilities entirely below the ground.

Structural Alterations: Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls, columns,
beams or girders, excepting such alterations as may be required for the safety of the building.

Subdivision Control Ordinance: An ordinance approved by the Township Board that establishes the process for
layout, design and approval of plats within the Township. Where that ordinance does not specifically address
standards, the Zoning Ordinance regulations shall be adhered to.

Swimming Pool: Any structure that contains water over 24 inches in depth and which is used, or intended to
be used, for swimming or recreational bathing.

(Commercial) Telecommunications Services: Licensed commercial (wireless) telecommunications services
including cellular, personal communications services, specialized or enhanced mobile radio, paging and similar
services that are marketed to the general public.

Tents: Any structure primarily of canvas, paper, cardboard, building board, cloth, rubber or like type of
materials which is being used or intended to be used for either temporary or permanent living quarters.

Theater, Indoor: Any building the use of which is for the express purpose of exhibiting motion pictures or
presentation of entertainment for an audience contained within said building.

Theater, Outdoor: A place where the showing or exhibiting of motion pictures and other entertainment is
conducted whereby the audience is located out of doors.

Tower: Any ground or roof mounted pole, spire, structure or combination thereof exceeding a height of 15
feet, including support lines, cables, wires, braces and masts intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an
antenna, meteorological device, or similar device above grade.

Veterinary Hospital: Hospital operated for the care of animals under the supervision of a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine, which hospital may also include the boarding of dogs, cats and small animals.

Waterfront Lot: Any lot or parcel of land, whether or not improved, and whether or not platted, any portion
of which:

(1) Abuts the shoreline of any waterway; or

(2) Abuts a promenade, walkway, or other property which itself abuts the shoreline of any waterway and
which provides access and/or use rights to the waterway.

Waterway: A natural or man-made lake, river, stream, channel, pond equal or greater than two acres, or other
natural or artificial watercourse.

Wine Maker, Brandy Manufacturer, Manufacturer of Spirits and Distilleries: Licensed in the State of Michigan
to manufacture and/or sell wine or spirits, subject to restrictions on the on-premise and off-premise sale of product
from approved locations. (Note: Definitions related to wine maker, small wine maker and manufacturer of brandy
or spirits subject to Department of Licensing and Affairs, Liquor Control Commission.)

Yard: An open space area on the same lot as the principal building and further described as follows:

Front Yard: A yard extending the full width of the lot or parcel, the depth of which is the minimum
horizontal distance between the front lot line and the line established by the principal building.

Side Yard: A yard extending between the principal building and the side lot line and between the front
yard and the rear yard. For corner lots, a front side yard shall be established that extends from the front yard
to the lot line.
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Rear Yard: A yard extending the full width of the lot or parcel, the depth of which is the minimum
horizontal distance from the rear lot line and the line established by the principal building.

Waterfront: Considered a front yard, establishing two front yards for the lot. (See Sec 16 <300.1600>
(footnote ***) for measurement of a waterfront front yard. All accessory buildings or structures to be located
in these front yards shall be subject to special exception use approval by the Planning Commission.

(Ord. No. 178, adopt. 6-4-2002; Ord. No. 179, adopt. 7-2-2002; Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 188, adopt.
2-12-2003; Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 206, adopt. 2-1-2005; Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006; Ord. No.
220, adopt. 1-2-2007; Ord. No. 233, adopt. 7-7-2008; Ord. No. 238, §§ |, Il, 5-18-2010; Ord. No. 246, § I, 1-17-2012;
Ord. No. 252, adopt. 11-20-2012; Ord. No. 263, § 2, 3-15-2016; Ord. No. 264, § 1, 8-16-2016; Ord. No. 266 , adopt.
6-20-2017; Ord. No. 270, adopt. 9-18-2018; Ord. No. 276, § 1, adopt. 7-16-2019; Ord. No. 279, § 1, adopt. 1-21-
2020); Ord. No. 283 adopted August 17, 2021; 290 adopted August 16, 2022.
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SECTION 2

300.200 USE DISTRICT REGULATIONS AND BOUNDARIES

300.201 Districts.

A. In order to regulate and restrict the locations of uses and the location of buildings or structures erected or
altered to provide for such uses, the Township of Richland shall be divided into the following "Use Districts":

"R/0S" Recreation/Open Space District (Section 3)

"AB" Agricultural Business District (Section 3A)

"A-1" Agricultural/Residential District (Section 4)

"A" Single Family Residential District (Section 5)

"A-2" Single and Two Family Residential District (Section 6)
"B-1" Multiple Family/Office District (Section 7)

"B-2" Mobile Home Park District (Section 8)

"C" Office/Retail District (Section 9)

"C-1" Local Business District (Section 10)

"C-2" Highway Business District (Section 11)

"D" Regional Commercial District (Section 12)

"D-1" Commercial/Industrial District (Section 13)

"E" Industrial District (Section 14)

"CP" Corridor Preservation Overlay District (Section 14A)
"OSP" Open Space Preservation Overlay District (Section 14B)
"RP" Research Park District (Section 15)

Except as herein provided no building shall be erected or altered, nor shall any building or premises be used
for any purpose other than as permitted in the Use District in which such building or premises is located.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002)

300.202 Boundaries.

B. The boundaries of such districts shall be determined by calculation (scale) as presented on the "Official
Zoning Map of Richland Township. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the boundary, with any dispute
related to the map or district boundary resolved by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
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SECTION 3

300.300 "R/0OS" RECREATION/OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

300.301 Regular District Statement of purpose.

A. The Recreation/Open Space District is composed of lands within the Township which possess unique,
natural or man-made resources which should be preserved or protected for the benefit of existing and future
residents. Such land is zoned for open space use in order to retain areas in the Township for such uses as parks,
recreational or educational pursuits, and historical or natural resource preservation. Residential development shall
be considered secondary or incidental to the primary intent of recreation or open space preservation, with such use
limited to residential development within a planned unit development.

300.302 Permissible uses.

B.

1. Public parks, schools, playgrounds or other recreational or educational facilities which preserve open
space and/or provide recreational opportunities for the public benefit.

2. Historic or natural resource areas that should be preserved due to their historic significance or need for
environmental protection.

3. Libraries, cemeteries, auditoriums and other public facilities that support community needs, provide
informational resources, or enhance civic and cultural opportunities.

300.303 Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions).

1. Churches, parochial and private schools and other semi-public or educational facilities which preserve
open space and/or provide recreational or cultural opportunities for area residents.

2. Private recreational facilities, including game preserves, golf courses, campgrounds or other uses which
provide recreational opportunities while preserving natural and open space areas.

3. Single family dwellings only within a planned unit development, where flexible site design is needed in
order to preserve natural resources and protect natural watershed and drainage areas. The intent is to
allow single family development as incidental to the primary recreation or open space use, with less than
50 percent of the total land area devoted for residential purposes and not more than ten percent of the
total land area occupied by structures.

4. Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (see definition).

(Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006)

300.304 Site development regulations.

D. (See Table - Section 16 [300.1600]) The following regulations shall only apply to parcels that are utilized for
building development. Open space areas preserved for trails (walkways, bike paths, etc.), as greenbelts between
zoning districts or as buffers adjoining bodies of water shall not be required to meet these dimensional standards.

1. Lot area: The minimum lot area shall be five acres.
2. Lot width: The minimum lot width shall be 300 feet.

3. Lot coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be ten percent.
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4, Minimum floor area: The minimum floor area shall be 1,000 square feet for single family dwellings,
churches or other buildings excluding those individual buildings within a park setting.

5. Yard requirements: The minimum front, side and rear yard setbacks shall be 50 feet. (See Section 16
[300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for Dwellings and Other Principal
Buildings.)

6. Height: The maximum height of any building or structure shall be 25 feet.
(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
300.305 Large District Statement of Purpose.
A.

This district's purpose is to accommodate large open spaces and recreational uses that are larger and more
community-oriented than the R/OS district. It is designed to promote the use, enjoyment, and preservation of natural
areas, lakes and ponds, woodlands, and the natural environment. It is also designed to accommodate group
gatherings, athletic activities, youth events, senior events, educational activities, and outdoor activities.

300.306 Eligibility.
B.

Property shall not be zoned or re-zoned to R/OS-L unless it consists of at least 40 contiguous acres that need not be
under common ownership and may include contiguous land not within the Township.

300.307 Permissible Uses.

C.

1. Recreational grounds, field areas, recreation fields and similar uses

2. Trails or boardwalks for walking, hiking, biking, cross-country skiing, obstacle courses, and similar uses
3. Pavilions

4. Outdoor classrooms, training, or educational areas

5. Buildings that house classrooms, lecture areas, meeting areas, and related office space

6. Greenhouse areas, nursery areas, garden areas, community gardens and landscape areas

7. Natural preserve areas, conservation areas, forest and wildlife preservation areas

8. Waterfront recreation such as beach areas, docks, swimming areas, fishing areas, nonmotorized boating
(canoes, kayaks, etc.) and ice-skating areas

9. Gazebos, picnic areas, and sitting areas
10. Snack bars or stands, produce stands, and similar food and beverage service areas
11. Playgrounds, playsets, nature playscapes, and park and preserve areas

12. Drives and parking areas (subject to 330.308.D.3 and 330.308.D.4)
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13. Restroom and maintenance facilities

14. Renewable energy uses, equipment, systems, and facilities, including wind energy systems, solar energy

systems, and geothermal energy systems

(Ord. No. 304, effective 9-17-24 )

300.308 Site Development Regulations.

D.

Setbacks—Buildings or structures shall not be established within twenty (20) feet of the perimeter boundary
of the Large District. Landscaping, retention ponds, vegetation, berms, trails, and/or utility services may be
established within setback areas.

Access—Any legal access to properties within the Large District, including private drives and/or public roads,
may be used. There is no requirement with respect to frontage on a public or private road.

Parking Areas—Parking areas within a property may be grass pavers, gravel, crushed stone, asphalt, or
concrete, as determined by the property owner.

Internal Drives and Roads — Drives and roads within a property may be gravel, crushed stone, asphalt,
concrete, brick pavers, or other types of paving or pavers as determined by the property owner.

Lots—Individual Lots are not expected to be established within a large district. In the event individual Lots
are established or developed, the site development standards set forth in Section 300.304.D. shall apply
with respect to development within a Lot in

Signs — The signs permitted within the Standard District, as outlined in Section 300.194.D.6, shall also be
permitted in the Large District. In addition, the following signs shall also be permitted within a property in
the Large District and shall not be subject to limitations on total sign area so long as they are for a permitted
use

a. Building Marker Sign

b. Development Identification Signs

c. Directional Signs

d. Freestanding Signs

e. Ground Signs

f.  Public Event Signs

g. Roof Signs
h. Wall Signs
i.  Window Signs
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j.  Information Signs that identify trails, plant species, tree species, wildlife areas, preserve areas, and the
like.

k. The Planning Commission may consider hours of operation. For trails abutting residentially-used
property, the planning commission may require additional setback distances, and may require
screening and/or buffering thereof. (Ord. No. 304, effective 10-2-24)
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SECTION 3A

300.300A "AB" AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

300.301A Statement of purpose.

A. The purpose of this district is to provide for limited areas within the Township where more intensive,
business-related agricultural activities may occur. As traditional agricultural areas have been impacted by the
encroachment of residential uses, more intensive agricultural uses have become incompatible. In addition, many of
the existing agricultural uses have expanded or diversified in a manner that increases this incompatibility, resulting
in the need to separate these uses. This can be accomplished through this unique district with increased site
development standards, such as lot area and setbacks from other residential development areas.

300.302A Permissible uses.

B.

1. General farming and agricultural activities, including, but not limited to, the raising and growing of crops,
livestock, poultry and other farm animals, products and foodstuffs, subject to meeting the State of
Michigan's Department of Agriculture's Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices
(GAAMP's).

2. Single family dwelling, provided the parcel meets the site development requirements for the district and
the owner or resident has a relationship (relative or employee) with the agricultural operation or other
permitted use.

3 Family child care home.

4 Foster family home.

5 Adult day care family home.

6. Adult foster care family home.

7 Roadside Stand, Temporary.

8 An accessory building or structure.

(Ord. No. 246, § 11, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 270, adopt. 9-18-201; Ord 308 effective 3-2-26 )

300.303A Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions)

1. Animal Day Care Facility or Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennel. (Ord. No. 290 adopted 8-16-22)/
(285 had 1. Listed as “Kennel”, overturned by 290).

2. Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

Private airport or landing strip.
Home occupation.

Roadside Stand, Permanent

S T

Reserved for future use.
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

High density animal feeding (intensive livestock) operations, in accordance with and subject to the waste
management requirements and the Generally Accepted Agricultural Management Practices (GAAMPs)
of the State of Michigan.

Veterinary clinic, an animal hospital or similar facilities for the care of animals.
Greenhouses and nurseries including the retail sale of plants, shrubs or trees.

Farm machinery, sales and service provided no non-farm machinery or vehicles are sold or serviced on
premises.

Feed or seed dealership provided the use is secondary to the primary agricultural operation.

Agri-tainment or similar uses. (Ord. 285 effective 2-25-220rd. No. 291, effective 9-2-22; Ord. 307
effective11-5--25)

Commercial riding academies or stables for the riding, raising, or boarding of horses

Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (see definition).
Group child care home.

Foster family group home.

Adult day care group home.

Adult foster care small group home.

(Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006; Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008; Ord. No. 246, § Ill, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 2, 8-
16-2016; Ord. No. 270, adopt. 9-18-2018; as amended bv Ordinance No. 285, effective 2-2-22; as amended by
Ordinance 291 effective )

300.304A Site development regulations.

> w N = O

Lot Area: No building or structure shall be established on any lot less than 40 acres.

Lot Width: The minimum lot width, measured at the road frontage, shall be not less than 660 feet.
Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed ten percent.

Yard Setbacks:

a) Front Yard: Not less than 75 feet from the right-of-way line. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote
**%*) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: Least width of any side yard shall be 50 feet.
c) Rear Yard: Not less than 50 feet.

d) No building or structure shall be located within 100 feet of any existing residence on an adjacent
parcel.

e) The above requirements shall apply to all buildings and structures, but shall allow for the fencing
of pasture or cropland along the parcel boundary.

Height: The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated or exempt shall be 40 feet.

Minimum Floor Area: The minimum floor area for a single-family dwelling shall be 1,000 square feet. For
two story dwellings, the minimum floor area of the first floor shall be at least 600 square feet.
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(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord 290 adopted August 16, 2022)
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SECTION 4

300.400 "A-1" AGRICULTURAL/RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

300.401 Statement of purpose.

A. The Agricultural/Residential District is composed of lands within the township that support continued
agricultural production on large parcels of land. In addition, some transition to larger lot single family development
is anticipated, with such development typically served by private water (well) and wastewater (septic) systems.

300.402 Permissible uses.

B.
1.

9.

© N o U~ W

Single Family Dwelling.

Farming and related agricultural activities, excluding agricultural uses specifically identified as special
exception uses within the "AB" Agricultural Business District. Any agricultural use shall be subject to
meeting the State of Michigan Department of Agriculture's Generally Accepted Agricultural Management
Practices (GAAMPS).

Essential Services.

Family child care home.
Foster family home.

Adult day care family home.
Adult foster care family home.

Private Keeping or raising of two (2) or fewer large domesticated or livestock animals (see Section
300.402.8).

a. The parcel size shall be a minimum of four (4) acres in area.

b. No accessory building used to keep large domesticated or livestock animals shall be located within
twenty-five (25) feet of any property line.

c. No accessory building used to keep large domesticated or livestock animals shall be located with
seventy-five (75) feet of any neighboring single-family residence on adjoining properties.

d. Must have a minimum of 40% of the parcel dedicated to enclosed pasture or grazing space.

Accessory buildings and uses.

10. Roadside Stand, Temporary.

(Ord. No. 188, adopt. 2-12-2003; Ord. No. 246, § IV, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 3A, 8-16-2016; Ordinance No. 285
Section 3 2-2-22;0rd. No. 285, effective 2-2-22)

300.403 Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions)

1.

2.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

Home occupations.
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Telecommunication Towers, provided the site is located within 1,000 feet of any commercial or industrial
zoning district.

One (1) additional large domesticated or livestock animal is permitted for each one (1) whole additional
acre of land over five (5) acres. (see Section 300.103 — Animal and Section 300.2003), subject to the
following conditions:

a. The parcel size shall be five (5) acres or greater in area.

b. No accessory building used to keep large domesticated or livestock animals shall be
located within twenty-five (25) feet of any property line.

c. No accessory building used to keep large domesticated or livestock animals shall be
located within seventy-five (75) feet of any neighboring single-family residence. (Ord No.285,
effective 2-2-22).

Planned Unit Development.

Animal Day Care Facilities or Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennels. (Ord. No. 307, effective 11-5-
25).

Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (see definition).
Bed and Breakfast Inn

Non-profit congregate and living facilities subject to Section 1803.40 and the following standards:

Owner must establish and maintain non-profit status for provision of services to humans as religious,
or other charitable 501C (3) corporate purpose providing services to humans with documentation
thereof to be provided to the Planning Commission prior to application and to the Township Zoning
Administrator annually by November 1 of each year.
Non-profits providing services primarily to animal uses, such as animal shelters, rescues and the like
are not permitted.
Uses are limited to the following:

a. Indoor Uses:

1. Non-profit temporary respite housing provided as part of non-profit corporate purpose;
2. Gymnasiums for use by occupants of temporary respite housing and for invitees with limited
spectator facilities and no box offices or other facilities intended to charge spectators to view such
activities.
3. Indoor recreational facilities for use by occupants of temporary respite housing and for invitees
with limited spectator facilities and no box offices or other facilities intended to allow charging of
spectators to view such facilities including but not limited to:
a. gymnasiums
b. swimming pools
c. tennis, racquetball and other racket sports facilities.
d. other indoor recreational facilities as may be permitted by the Planning Commission.
b. Accessory uses such as laundry facilities; garages; storage buildings for maintenance
equipment and out-of-season equipment uses.
c. Outdoor Uses:

1. Passive recreational facilities such as ropes courses, walking trails, archery ranges, picnic
pavilions and the similar uses.

2. Passive boating facilities and uses, but only for non-powered boats such as canoes and
kayaks.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

e.
non-profit use.

f.

Lake/river/pond swimming is permitted. Outdoor swimming pools, if requested are
subject to the site plan standards and approval of the Building Official prior to
implementation thereof.

Passive winter activities such as cross-country skiing, snowshoeing or sledding.

All outdoor recreational use areas shall be identified by type and shown on the approved
site plan for the facility. Additional passive outdoor recreational facilities, or relocation
of such existing facilities may be approved by the Zoning Administrator, who has the
option of requiring site plan review by the Planning Commission for new facilities or major
modifications.

Temporary outdoor gatherings (less than 10 hours in duration for each) of 500 people or
less for fundraising, appreciation dinners, picnics and the like see Section 300.1803. 40.
B. c.

Counseling rooms and facilities related to basic non-profit use.

General administrative/support work spaces and related support uses pertaining to the

If at any time more than 250 people are expected to be on the property, indoors and

outdoors for program attendance, the parameters of Section 40C of this Ordinance apply. (Ord. No. 286,

effective March 2

,2022).

Group child care home.

Foster family g
Adult day care
Adult foster ca

Agri-tainment

roup home.
group home.
re small group home.

or similar uses. (See Section 300.103 “Definitions”).

Roadside Stand, Permanent

(Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006; Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008; Ord. No. 238, § VIII, adopt. 5-18-2010; Ord. No.
241, § 1, adopt. 3-15-2011; Ord. No. 246, § V, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 3B, C, 8-16-2016; Ord. No. 291, effective
9-2-22; Ord. 308 eff. 3-2-26).

300.404 Site development regulations.

D
1
2.
3
4

Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be one acre.

Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 165 feet.

Height: The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated shall be 35 feet.

Yard Setbacks:

a)  Front Yard: The front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at least 50
feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for

Dwelling

s and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: Each side yard setback shall be at least 20 feet.
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c) Rear Yard: The rear yard setback shall be at least 30 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 15 percent.

6. Minimum Floor Area: The minimum floor area for a single-family dwelling shall be 1,000 square feet. For
two story dwellings, the minimum floor area of the first floor shall be at least 600 square feet.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 252, adopt. 11-20-2012; Ord. No. 264, §
3D, E, 8-16-2016; Ord. No. 265, § 1A, B, 11-15-2016; Ord. No. 290 Adopted 8-16-22)
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SECTION 5

300.500 "A" SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

300.501 Statement of purpose.

A. The Single Family Residential District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted to single
family development of a low density nature. Such development would include traditional plats or divisions of land
with the density of development from one to two units per acre, depending upon connection to a public wastewater
collection system.

300.502 Permissible uses.

B.
1.
2.

3
4
5
6.
7
8
9

Single Family Dwelling.

Municipally owned and operated buildings and facilities; schools, libraries, auditoriums or similar
facilities of a public or quasi-public nature.

Essential Services.

Family child care home.
Foster family home.

Adult day care family home.
Adult foster care family home.
Roadside stand, Temporary.

Accessory buildings and uses incidental to any of the above uses.

(Ord. No. 188, adopt. 2-12-2003; Ord. No. 246, § VI, 1-17-2012)

300.503 Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions)

1
2
3
4.
5
6

7.

Home occupations.

Planned Unit Development.

Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (see definition).
Group child care home.

Foster family group home.

Adult day care group home.

Adult foster care small group home.

(Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006; Ord. No. 246, § VII, 1-17-2012)

300.504 Site development regulations.

D.
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1. Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be 20,000 square feet where connected to a public wastewater
system; 30,000 square feet for platted or site condominium developments not served by a public
wastewater system; and one acre for unplatted lots not served by a public wastewater system.

2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 100 feet where connected to a public wastewater system;
132 feet for platted or site condominium developments not served by a public wastewater system; 165
feet for unplatted lots not served by a public wastewater system.

3. Height: The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated shall be 35 feet.
4., Yard Setbacks:

a) Front Yard: The front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at least 50
feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: Each side yard shall be at least ten feet.
c) Rear Yard: The rear yard setback shall be at least 30 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 25 percent.

6. Minimum Floor Area: The minimum floor area shall be 1,000 square feet. For two story dwellings, the
minimum floor area of the first floor shall be at least 600 square feet.

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 6

300.600 "A-2" SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

300.601 Statement of purpose.

A. The Single and Two-Family Residential District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted
to single-family and two-family residential development of a low density nature. Permitted development would
include traditional single family dwellings on smaller lots, with two-family "duplex" type development permitted as
a special exception use. The overall density would be in the 2-3 units per acre range. Connection to a public

wastewater collection system shall be required for new residential development within this district.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002)

300.602 Permissible uses.
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Single family dwellings.

Municipally owned and operated buildings and facilities.
Essential services.

Family child care home.

Foster family home.

Adult day care family home.

Adult foster care family home.

Roadside Stand, Temporary

Accessory Buildings and Uses

300.603 Special exception uses.

C.

(See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions)

2
3
4.
5
6
7

8.

Home Occupations.

Planned Unit Development.

Group Child Care Home.

Two Family Dwellings. (Subject to General Standards and Site Development Regulations).
Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (see definition).

Foster Family Group Home.

Adult Day Care Group Home.

Adult Foster Care Small Group Home.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006; Ord. No. 246, § IX, 1-17-2012)
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300.604 Site development regulations.

1. Lot Area. The minimum lot area for single family dwellings shall be 13,200 square feet and for two family
dwellings shall be 30,000 square feet.

2. Lot Width. The minimum lot width for single family dwellings shall be 100 feet and for two family
dwellings shall be 150 feet.

3. Height. The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated shall be 35 feet.
4, Yard Setbacks.

(a)  Front Yard. The front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at least 50
feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

(b)  Side Yard: Each side yard shall be at least ten feet.
(c) Rear Yard. The rear yard setback hall be at least 30 feet.
5. Lot Coverage. The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 30 percent.

6. Minimum Floor Area. The minimum floor area shall be 800 square feet. For two story dwellings, the
minimum floor area of the first floor shall be 600 square feet.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 7

300.700 "B-1" MULTIPLE FAMILY/OFFICE DISTRICT

300.701 Statement of purpose.

A. The Multiple Family/Office District is intended to provide a transition between medium density residential
housing and less intensive commercial uses directed at a local or neighborhood markets. Areas planned for medium
to high density residential, with supporting local commercial uses, would support uses within this zoning district,
including apartments and office development.

300.702 Permissible uses.

B.

w
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Two Family Dwellings.
Multiple Family Dwellings.

Private clubs, fraternities, and lodges, where the use of the facilities is based upon membership and
housing is of an accessory nature.

Accessory buildings and uses.

Essential services.

Offices, excluding retail businesses and stores.

Family child care home.

Group child care home, subject to the conditions for such use in Section 18.
Rooming Houses.

Boarding Houses.

Foster family home.

Foster family group home, subject to the conditions for such use in Section 18.
Adult day care family home.

Adult day care group home, subject to the conditions for such use in Section 18.
Adult foster care family home.

Adult foster care small group home, subject to the conditions for such use in Section 18.

(Ord. No. 246, § X, 1-17-2012)

300.703 Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]/General Standards and Specific Conditions)

LA I

Home occupations.

Planned Unit Development.

Hospitals, medical clinics and other facilities providing human health services.
Limited Residential Care Facilities.

Mini-storage warehouse facilities, provided such use is contiguous to an existing multiple family
development.

B-1 Multiple Family/Office District 7-1



6. Reserved.

7.  Animal Protection Shelters. (Ord. No. 295, effective August 1, 2023).

300.704 Site development regulations.

D.

1. Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be one acre, with this providing for no more than eight dwelling
units.

2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 200 feet.
3. Height: The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated shall be 35 feet.
4. Yard Setbacks:

a) Front Yard: The front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at least 50
feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: Each side yard shall be at least 20 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The rear yard setback shall be at least 30 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 30 percent.
6. Minimum Floor Area: The minimum floor area shall be 600 square feet per unit.

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 8

300.800 "B-2" MOBILE HOME PARK DISTRICT

300.801 Statement of purpose.

A. The primary intent of the "B-2" Mobile Home Park District is to provide for the development of mobile
home parks consistent with the guidelines established below. As the only principal permissible use, mobile home
parks shall be considered consistent with the Medium Density Residential designation within the Richland Township
Land Use Plan. In addition to such mobile home parks, planned unit development (PUD) is provided for as a special
exception use, subject to conditions imposed within Section 18 of this Ordinance. Such provisions are intended to
provide for alternative development of land within this zoning classification consistent with the intent of the Medium
Density Residential designation within the Land Use Plan.

(Ord. No. 220, adopt. 1-2-2007)

300.802 Permissible uses.

B. In the "B-2" Mobile Home Park District no building or premises shall be used and no building shall be
hereafter erected or altered unless otherwise provided in this Ordinance, except for one or more of the following
uses:

1. Mobile Home Parks subject to the following conditions and limitations:

a. All mobile homes shall comply with the requirements imposed by Michigan Public Act 96 of 1987
and any and all amendments thereto and with any and all regulations promulgated thereunder by
the Michigan Mobile Home Commission and the Michigan Department of Public Health, except as
said Act and regulations may be modified by the provisions contained within this Ordinance.

b. Mobile home park developments shall not be less than 15 acres in size. This requirement shall not
apply to expansions to lawfully existing mobile home parks.

C. Mobile home parks shall be landscaped as follows:

1. If the mobile home park abuts an existing residential development, the park shall be required
to provide screening along the park boundary abutting the residential development.

2. If the park abuts a non-residential development, the park need not provide screening.

3. In all cases, however, a park shall provide screening along the park boundary abutting a
public right-of-way.

The landscaping shall consist of evergreen trees or shrubs of minimum three feet in height which are
spaced so they provide a continuous screen at maturity. Alternative screening devices may be utilized if
they conceal the mobile home park as effectively as the required landscaping described above.

d.  All interior streets within a mobile home park shall be hard-surfaced in compliance with the
standards of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO),
1986 edition, adopted herein by reference. Two-way interior streets shall have a minimum width
of 24 feet where no parallel parking is permitted; if parking is to be allowed on one side of the
street, the minimum width shall be 31 feet; and if parking is to be allowed on two sides of the
street, the minimum width shall be 41 feet.

e.  Two parking spaces shall be required for each mobile home site. Additionally, one visitor parking
space shall be required for every three mobile home sites.

f. Sidewalks, which meet the standards established in Rule 928 of the Michigan Mobile Home
Commission Rules, and AASHTO standards shall be established along one side of all internal
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collector roads within the mobile home park and to the public right-of-way and to all service
facilities including, but not limited to, central laundry, central parking and central recreation/park
areas. Sidewalks shall also be required along that portion of a site fronting along public
thoroughfares. Walks connecting the entrance of each mobile home to the balance of the park
walk system shall be designed per Mobile Home Commission rules.

g. The mobile home park shall be developed with sites of not less than 5,500 square feet per mobile
home unit. This 5,500 square feet for any one site may be reduced by 20 percent provided that the
individual site shall be equal to at least 4,400 square feet. For each square foot of land gained
through the reduction of a site below 5,500 square feet, at least an equal amount of land shall be
dedicated as open space. This open space shall be in addition to that required under R125.1946,
Rule 946 and R125.1941 and R125.1944, Rules 941 and 944 of the Michigan Administrative Code.

h. All utilities, including cable television, installed in the mobile home park must be installed
underground.

i The minimum distance allowed between those portions of adjoining mobile home units used for
living purposes shall be 20 feet.

j. Only one single family mobile home dwelling unit shall be allowed per mobile home site.

k. Each mobile home established within the mobile home park shall be skirted. Skirting shall comply
with the applicable specifications promulgated by the Michigan Mobile Home Commission and
shall be installed within 90 days of the date the mobile home is sited.

All mobile homes shall be secured to the premises by an anchoring system or device complying
with the rules and regulations of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission.

m. A mobile home park may have either (1) one identification sign having a maximum size of 32 square
feet or (2) two identification signs, each having a maximum size of 16 square feet.

n. Mobile homes, permanent buildings and facilities, and other structures within a mobile home park
shall not be located closer than 20 feet from the side or rear property boundary lines of the mobile
home park. If a greater setback is required under Rule 944(2) of the Michigan Mobile Home
Commission Rules, then the greater setback requirement shall control.

o. Internal road and parking lot lighting shall be installed in a mobile home park so as to permit the
safe movement of vehicles and pedestrians at night. All lighting within a mobile home park shall
be so located and shielded as to direct the light away from adjacent properties. All site lighting
shall meet the requirements of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission Rules. Outdoor neon or
flashing lighting shall be prohibited.

p.  The business of selling new and/or used mobile homes as a commercial operation in connection
with the operation of a mobile home park is prohibited. New or used mobile homes located on lots
within the mobile home park to be used and occupied within the mobile home park may be sold
by a licensed dealer and/or broker. This Section shall not prohibit the sale of a new or used mobile
home by a resident of the mobile home park provided the mobile home park permits the sale.

g. Fire hydrants shall, unless prohibited by the Michigan Department of Public Health pursuant to
Rule 1105(2) of the MDPH Administrative Rules promulgated under the Safe Drinking Water Act
(1976 P.A. 399), be installed in all mobile home parks for which public water systems are available
and shall be in compliance with the requirements of the applicable fire code regulations in effect
at the time of permit application.

r. A mobile home park must (1) have not less than 66 feet of frontage on a public road or (2) be
served for ingress and egress purposes by a recorded easement having not less than 66 feet of
frontage upon a public road.

s. Preliminary Plan Approval
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1. Preliminary plans for all new mobile home parks or expansions to existing mobile home parks
must be submitted to and approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals before construction may
commence.

2. Optional Sketch Plan Review. Preliminary sketches of proposed development plans may be
submitted for review to the Zoning Board of Appeals prior to final approval. The purpose of
such procedure is to allow discussion between a developer and the Zoning Board of Appeals
to better inform the developer of the acceptability of his/her proposed plan prior to incurring
extensive engineering and other costs which might be necessary for preliminary plan
approval. Such sketch plans shall include at a minimum the following:

(@) The name and address of the applicant or developer, including the names and
addresses of any officers of a corporation or partners of a partnership;

(b) Alegal description of the property; and
(c) Sketch drawings showing tentative development plans.
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall not be bound by any tentative approval given at this time.

3.  Application Procedure. Requests for preliminary plan review shall be made by filing with the
Township Clerk the following:

(a) Areview fee as determined by resolution of the Township Board based upon the
cost of processing the review and as shall be on file with the Township Clerk for
public information.

(b) Seven copies of the completed application form for preliminary plan review
which shall contain, at a minimum, the following:

(i)  The name and address of the applicant;

(i)  The legal description of the subject parcel of land;

(iii) The area of the subject parcel of land stated in acres;

(iv) The present zoning classification of the subject parcel; and
(v) A general description of the proposed development.

(c) Seven copies of the proposed preliminary plan which shallinclude, at a minimum,
the following:

A scale drawing of the site and proposed development thereon, including the date, name
and address of the preparer; existing manmade features; dimensions of setbacks; locations,
heights and size of structures and other important features; dwelling unit density; location
of public and private rights-of-way and easements contiguous to and within the proposed
development which are planned to be continued, created, relocated or abandoned, including
types of construction of those upon the site; any proposed curb cuts, driving lane, parking
and loading areas; and any proposed rubbish disposal facilities; fences; landscaping;
screening; and signs.

4.  Action on Application and Plans.

(a)  Upon receipt of the application and plans, the Township Clerk shall record the
date of the receipt thereof and transmit five copies thereof to the Chairman of
the Zoning Board of Appeals; one copy to the Township Building and Zoning
Inspector; and one copy to the Township Engineer.

(b) A hearing shall be scheduled by the Chairman of the Board of Appeals for a
review of the application and plans as well as the recommendations of the
Township Engineer and the Township Building and Zoning Inspector with regard
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thereto. Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be delivered copies of
the same prior to the hearing for their preliminary information and study.

(c) The applicant shall be notified of the date, time and place of the hearing on
his/her application not less than three days prior to such date.

(d) Following the hearing, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to
approve, disapprove or to approve subject to certain modifications or conditions,
the preliminary plan in accordance with the purpose of the preliminary plan
review provisions of the Township Zoning Ordinance and criteria contained
therein.

(e) Two copies of the approved preliminary plan with any required modifications
thereon shall be maintained as part of the Township records for future review
and enforcement. One copy shall be returned to the applicant. Each copy shall
be signed and dated with the date of approval by the Chairman of the Zoning
Board of Appeals for identification of the finally approved plans. If any variances
from the Zoning Ordinance have been obtained from the Zoning Board of
Appeals, the minutes concerning the variance shall also be filed with the
Township records as a part of the preliminary plan and delivered to the applicant
for his/her information and direction.

5. Criteria for Review. In reviewing the application and preliminary plan and acting upon the
same, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be governed by the following standards:

(a) That the preliminary plan complies with all provisions of the Township Zoning
Ordinance unless an appropriate variance therefrom has been granted by the
Zoning Board of Appeals.

(b)  That the preliminary plan conforms to all other applicable laws and Township
Ordinances not in conflict with Michigan Public 96 of 1987, as amended, and the
regulations promulgated thereunder.

6. Conformity to Approved Preliminary Plan. Property which is the subject of preliminary plan
approval must be developed in compliance with the approved preliminary plan and any
amendments to the preliminary plan which have received the approval of the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

7.  Amendment to Preliminary Plan. A proposed amendment, modification or alteration to a
previously approved preliminary plan shall be submitted to the Zoning Board of Appeals for
review in the same manner as the original application was submitted and reviewed.

(Ord. No. 220, adopt. 1-2-2007)

300.803 Special exception uses.

C.
1. Essential services.

(Ord. No. 220, adopt. 1-2-2007)

B-2 Mobile Home Park District 8-4



SECTION 9

300.900 "C" OFFICE/RETAIL DISTRICT

300.901 Statement of purpose.

A. The Office/Retail District is composed of lands within the township which are devoted to less intensive
commercial uses more compatible with adjacent residential use. This may include uses that have traditional hours
of operation, such as offices, or have intermittent or seasonal activity, including funeral parlors or
nursery/greenhouse operations.

300.902 Permissible uses.
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[any
©

11.

Retail sales including any business being primarily for the sale of goods or merchandise.

Barber shops, beauty salons or similar personal service establishments.

Funeral homes

Reserved.

Veterinary hospitals.

Essential services.

Offices.

Advertising agencies, photography studios, lithographing businesses and instant printing businesses.
Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures. (See Section 19 [300.1900]).

Limited Residential Care Facilities (Subject to Section 18 [300.1800] Requirements).

Child care center - limited.

(Ord. No. 246, § XI, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 4A, 8-16-2016)

300.903 Special exception uses.

C. (See Section 18 [300.1800]).

1.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

Small commercial warehouses, not exceeding 10,000 square feet in area, providing rental spaces or stalls
for the public where no outdoor storage is allowed. The Planning Commission shall review the site plan
of the applicant and can provide for additional restrictions as may be necessary to protect adjoining
properties and residents, including, but not limited to screening, size of buildings, setback areas, location
of drives, location of parking areas and lighting.

Boat houses and/or storage facilities, providing the repair of any boats or watercraft is secondary or
incidental to the primary storage use.

Full Residential Care Facilities.
Restaurants, including those of a drive-in or drive-through nature.

Banquet Facility or Event Center.
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7. Animal Protection Shelters.

(Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008; Ord. No. 276, § 10, adopt. 7-16-2019; Ord. No. 295, effective August 1, 2023; Ord
No. 307, effective 11-5-25)

300.904 Site development regulations.

Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be 20,000 square feet.

D
1
2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 100 feet.
3 Height: The maximum height for structures not otherwise regulated shall be 30 feet.
4 Yard Setbacks:

a) Front Yard: The front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at least 50
feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: Each side yard shall be at least 20 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The rear yard setback shall be at least 20 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 35 percent.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 10

300.1000 "C-1" LOCAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

300.1001 Statement of purpose.

A. The "C-1" Local Business District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted to
commercial services providing benefit primarily to local residents. Some uses are considered more intensive than
those within the "C" District but consistent with the intent of the "Local Commercial Designation" in the Land Use
Plan. The travelling public is better served when such uses are accessible from county or state roadways.

300.1002 Permissible uses.

Any use permitted in the "C" Office/Retail District.

Food services, including grocery, meat market, restaurant or similar use.
Equipment services, repair or similar use, but not including automotive repair.
Medical or dental clinics.

Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures (See Section 19 [300.1900]).

Churches or community facilities of a public or non-profit nature.
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Banks or similar uses of a drive-through nature.

300.1003 Special exception uses.

Any special exception use permitted in the "C" Office/Retail District
Hotel or Motel.
Gasoline service station and convenience store.

New and used vehicle sales, farm machinery sales and repair services.

A T e g

Brewery, Micro-Brewery, Brewpub, Wine Maker and Spirit Manufacturing and Sales, subject to
conditions under Section 300.1803 (18.C)

6. Banquet Facility or Event Center.

(Ord. No. 266, adopt. 6-20-2017; Ord. No. 276, § 11, adopt. 7-16-2019)

300.1004 Site development regulations.

D.
Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be 30,000 square feet.
2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 165 feet.
3. Height: The maximum height shall be 30 feet.
4, Yard Setbacks:
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a) Front Yard: The minimum front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way, shall be at
least 50 feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: The minimum side yard setback shall be at least 20 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The minimum rear yard setback shall be at least 30 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 35 percent.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 11

300.1100 "C-2" HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT

300.1101 Statement of purpose.

A. The "C-2" Highway Business District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted to
commercial uses primarily supported by the travelling public. Such uses are intended to be accessed from a state
roadway (M-89 or M-43) or from a service drive intersecting with such roadway. Larger lot sizes are required in order
to support ingress and egress and expanded parking needs. Compatibility with the "Regional Commercial"
designation within the Land Use Plan is intended.

300.1102 Permissible uses.

AR S A e

Uses of a drive-in or drive-through nature, including banks and fast food restaurants.
Essential services.

Hotel or Motel.

Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures (See Section 19 [300.1900]).

Any use permitted in the "C-1" Local Business District.

300.1103 Special exception uses.

9.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

Gasoline Service station and convenience store.
New and used vehicle sales, farm machinery sales and repair services.

Mini-storage warehouse facilities, boat storage facilities or similar uses, provided no outdoor storage is
allowed.

Places of amusement or recreation, including billiard halls, miniature golf courses, driving ranges,
bowling alleys or similar uses.

Animal Daycare Facility or Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennels. (Ord. No. 290, adopted 8-16-22;
Ord No. 307 effective 9-26-25).

Open air display of products or materials associated with a permitted or special exception use within this
district.

Sales, storage and dispensing of liquefied petroleum (propane) gas for retail use subject to the following
conditions:

A.  The storage container and dispensing system shall be limited to a tank with a capacity of no more
than 1,100 gallons and shall not be located within the front yard.

B.  Thelocation of the tank shall be setback no less than ten feet from any adjoining property line and
screening may be required.

Full residential care facilities.

C-2 Highway Business District 111



10. Brewery, Micro-Brewery, Brewpub, Wine Maker and Spirit Manufacturing and Sales, subject to
conditions under Section 300.1803 (18.C.)

11. Banquet Facility or Event Center.

12. Agri-tainment or similar uses (See Section 300.103 “Definitions”). (Ord No. 291 said section 11, new
ordinance to correct).

(Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005; Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008; Ord. No. 246, § XIl, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 266,
adopt. 6-20-2017; Ord. No. 276, § 12, adopt. 7-16-2019; Ord. No. 291 effective 9-2-22)

300.1104 Site development regulations.

D.

1. Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be one acre.
2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 200 feet.
3. Height: The maximum height shall be 30 feet.

4, Yard Setbacks:

a)  Front Yard: The minimum front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way line, shall be
50 feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: The minimum side yard setback shall be 25 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The minimum rear yard setback shall be 40 feet.
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 30 percent.

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. 290 Adopted 8-16-22)
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SECTION 12

300.1200 "D" REGIONAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

300.1201 Statement of purpose.

A. The Regional Commercial District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted to more
intensive commercial use, often developed in a coordinated manner such as a shopping center, strip mall or similar
pattern. In addition, commercial services related to the construction industry, such as lumber yards or contractor's
establishment, or other uses requiring larger parcels with outdoor storage, are permitted by special exception.
Certain types of light industrial uses are also permitted by special exception where existing facilities may support
such use and compatibility can be achieved based upon the imposition of conditions specific to that use and location.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003)

300.1202 Permissible uses.

9.
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Permissible uses in the "C-2" District, either stand-alone or within a planned shopping center.
Uses of a drive-in or drive-through nature, including banks and fast food restaurants.

Hotel or Motel.

Essential Services.

Movie theaters.

Restaurants.

Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures (See Section 19) [300.1900].

Limited residential care facilities.

Child care center - limited.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 246, § Xlll, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 4B, 8-16-2016)

300.1203 Special exception uses.

C.
1.

Any special exception uses permitted within the "C-2" District.

Contractors establishments, lumber yards or similar use provided any outdoor storage is screened by an
opaque fence or transparent fence with landscape treatment.

Light industrial uses of the following types (see Section 18.C. [300.1803] 31.):

a. Machine shops, welding, pattern making, molding or similar business associated with custom work
for other commercial or industrial uses.

b.  Supply businesses to the construction industry including plumbing, electrical, painting, carpentry
or similar business.

C. Printing, packaging, bottling and similar business where product is prepared for distribution.

d. Similar uses to those listed under a., b. and c. above.
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6.

Outdoor boat storage facilities accessory to a water recreational-related retail business on the same site
and used to store boats and other items used for recreational purposes in connection with water,
including swimming rafts and other non-inflatable flotation devices, watercraft trailers, docks, boatlifts
and boat hoists, provided the outdoor storage is adequately screened from adjoining roads and
properties.

Brewery, Micro-Brewery, Brewpub, Wine Maker and Spirit Manufacturing and Sales, subject to
conditions under Section 300.1803 (18.C.)

Banquet Facility or Event Center.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 244, § 1, 10-18-2011; Ord. No. 266, adopt.
6-20-2017; Ord. No. 276, § 13, adopt. 7-16-2019)

300.1204 Site development regulations.

5.

Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be two acres.
Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 200 feet.
Height: The maximum height shall be 40 feet.

Yard Setbacks:

a)  Front Yard: The minimum front yard setback, as measured at the road right-of-way line, shall be
50 feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: The minimum side yard setback shall be 25 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The minimum rear yard setback shall be 40 feet.

Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 25 percent.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 13

300.1300 "D-1" COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

300.1301 Statement of purpose.

A. The Commercial/Industrial District is composed of lands within the Township which are devoted to a
transition from more intensive commercial uses to less intensive light industrial uses. In most instances, intensive
commercial uses shall be permitted while light industrial uses shall be subject to special exception use approval. This
district classification shall be considered most compatible with the "Light Industrial" designation within the Land Use

Plan.

300.1302 Permissible uses.

B.
1.

3.
4.
5.

Any special exception use permitted in the "C-2" Highway Business or "D" Regional Commercial District,
(excluding earth removal and mining and sales, storage and distribution of liquefied petroleum gas)
provided the use complies with all applicable conditions for that use set forth in Section 18.C [300.1803].

Other automotive repair including auto body and auto paint shop, provided any outdoor storage of
vehicles is screened by an opaque fence or transparent fence with landscape treatment.

Essential Services.
Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures (See Section 19 [300.1900]).

Child care center - limited or full.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005; Ord. No. 246, § XIV,

1-17-2012)

300.1303 Special exception uses.

C.
1.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

Trucking related facilities, including truck service, washing, repair, parking and storage.

Agricultural processing operations where there exists some commercial or retail use on-site, including
nursery and greenhouse operations.

Light industrial uses not complying with all applicable conditions for such use set forth in Section 18.C.
[300.1803] 31.

Sales, storage and distribution of liquefied petroleum (propane) gas and products subject to the
following conditions:

A.  There shall be no storage containers or dispensing systems located within the front yard.

B.  All empty tanks or containers or the storage of similar products shall be located in the rear yard
and shall be effectively screened from adjoining property.

Mini-storage warehouse facilities, boat storage facilities or similar uses with outdoor storage, provided
the outdoor storage is adequately screened by an opaque fence or transparent fence with landscape
treatment.
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7.

Banquet Facility or Event Center.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005; Ord. No. 227, adopt.
2-5-2008; Ord. No. 235, § II, adopt. 3-3-2009; Ord. No. 276, § 14, adopt. 7-16-2019)

300.1304 Site development regulations.

D.

o

5.

Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be two acres.
Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 200 feet.
Height: The maximum height shall be 40 feet.

Yard Setbacks:

a)  Front Yard: The minimum front yard setback, as measured at the road right-of-way line, shall be
50 feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: The minimum side yard setback shall be 25 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The minimum rear yard setback shall be 40 feet.

Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 25 percent.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 14

300.1400 "E" INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

300.1401 Statement of purpose.

A. The "E" Industrial District is composed of lands within the Township devoted to manufacturing uses, with
those "light" manufacturing uses permitted and more intensive manufacturing uses approved through special
exception use process. Larger parcel size, lot width and setbacks are utilized in order to buffer and screen such uses
from adjoining properties.

300.1402 Permissible uses.

B.
1.

Warehouse and distribution facilities.

The storage, baling, recycling or handling of paper, wood, glass or similar materials utilized in the resale
of such products in other forms. This shall include the manufacturing and distribution of wood pallets.

Trucking related facilities, including truck driving schools, storage facilities and repair services.

Plants and yards for material storage including stone yard and monument works, ice plant and storage
and similar uses but excluding asphalt plants or concrete breaking facilities.

Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures (See Section 19 [300.1900]).

Agriculturally-related business devoted to storage, assembly, manufacturing, distribution or sales,
including such uses as grain elevators or livestock auction facilities.

(Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005)

300.1403 Special exception uses.

C.
1.

Adult Entertainment uses.

All other uses of a manufacturing nature not specifically listed or intended for location in other districts.
Such uses shall be subject to the general standards for approval for all special exception uses as well as
the following conditions:

a)  The proposed use must be supported by necessary infrastructure improvements, including public
water, wastewater and road systems with sufficient capacity to meet their anticipated needs.

b)  The proposed use must be compatible with adjoining land use or be located on a parcel of sufficient
size to separate and/or mitigate potential conflicts.

c) The proposed use will not create a nuisance for the community in terms of noise, odor or other
pollutant.

d) The proposed use will not be located within 500 feet of any residential district or use, with this
distance established as a setback for purposes of building construction or storage areas.

Sales, storage and/or distribution facilities for liquefied petroleum gas or materials classified as a
hazardous substance as defined in the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and
Liability Act of 1980, Public Law 96-520, 94STAT.2667, subject to compliance with all applicable county,
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state and federal laws and regulations. This provision shall not apply to sales, storage and/or distribution
that is incidental and accessory to a use otherwise provided for in this Ordinance.

(Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005)

300.1404 Site development regulations.

D.

Lot Area: The minimum lot area shall be five acres.
2. Lot Width: The minimum lot width shall be 330 feet.
3. Height: The maximum height shall be 40 feet.
4, Yard Setbacks:

a)  Front Yard: The minimum front yard setback, as measured from the road right-of-way line, shall be
60 feet. (See Section 16 [300.1600] (Footnote ***) as to Waterway Setback Requirements for
Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.)

b)  Side Yard: The minimum side yard setback shall be 30 feet.
c) Rear Yard: The minimum rear yard setback shall be 50 feet
5. Lot Coverage: The maximum lot coverage shall be 15 percent.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003)
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SECTION 14B

300.14008B "OSP" OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT

300.1401B Statement of purpose.

A. The establishment of this overlay district is to satisfy the requirements of Section 506 of the Michigan
Zoning Enabling Act (2006 PA 110). It requires that qualified townships provide, at the option of the landowner, for
the clustering of residential units on a portion of the property provided that 50 percent or more of the land is
preserved in permanent open space. This overlay district shall be a development option for landowners within the
following districts: "AB", "A-1", "A" and "A-2".

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006)

300.1402B Permissible uses.

B. All permitted residential uses within the underlying district are permitted within the "OSP" Overlay District.
At the landowner's option, single family dwellings shall be permitted within residential clusters subject to the

following:

1.  Application Procedure.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

An application shall be filed identifying the landowner's desire to exercise the open space
preservation development option. With the application, the landowner shall submit a comparison
plan that adheres to site development requirements for the underlying zoning district. Such
comparison plan shall also adhere to the requirements under the Township's Subdivision/Site
Condominium Ordinance for plats establishing lots or site condominium units or the Land Division
Ordinance for parcels, whichever is applicable. This comparison plan shall determine the number
of dwelling units that can be developed within the open space preservation plan. This comparison
plan and the number of dwellings units shall be finalized by the Planning Commission during site
plan review and approval.

A site plan, adhering to all of the requirements under Section 18A [300.1800A], shall be submitted
for review and approval by the Planning Commission. It shall be titled "Open Space Preservation
Plan" and a copy of the comparison plan shall be included with the site plan. A copy of these
documents shall also be submitted by the applicant to the Kalamazoo County Human Services
Department for its review and a copy of their report shall be submitted by the applicant to the
Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission shall review the site plan and determine compliance with the ordinance
standards for: a) site plan review; b) requirements within the underlying zoning district; and c)
requirements within this overlay district. They may approve the site plan as presented, approve
subject to conditions or changes reflected in the motion to approve, table pending the submission
of additional information, or deny the request based upon noncompliance with the ordinance
standards.

The applicant shall submit a timeline for development and identify any phases that may require
further Township review and approval. The Planning Commission may impose conditions on this
development timeline and the required open space in each phase shall not be less than 50 percent
of the land area for that phase.

2. Conditions for Approval. The required conditions shall be based upon the layout and design of the
dwelling units and preservation of the open space as follows:

(a)

Layout/Design Provisions. The layout and design of the dwelling units shall be in a manner that
achieves the greatest compatibility with surrounding land use and with the intent and purpose of
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this overlay district and the underlying zone. It shall balance what is economically feasible for
efficient cluster development with the need to preserve the character of the area. In the case of a
project conducted in phases, each phase established shall, when considered in conjunction with
any previously established phases of the project, adhere to the minimum open space and
maximum residential density restrictions in this section. Individual parcels, lots or sites within the
residential cluster shall meet the following:

(1) (Lot) Width: The parcels, lots, or sites (units) shall have a minimum lot width of no less than
50 percent of the minimum lot width requirement within the underlying zone or eighty (80)
feet, whichever is greater.

(2) (Lot) Area: The parcels, lots, or sites (units) shall have a minimum lot area of no less than
thirty (30) percent of the minimum lot area requirement within the underlying zone or 8,000
square feet, whichever is greater.

(3) (Lot) Coverage: The parcels, lots or sites (units) shall adhere to the maximum lot coverage
standard within the underlying zone.

(4) Floor Area: The minimum floor area for the dwelling unit shall adhere to the minimum
standard within the underlying zone.

(5) Yard/Setback: The dwelling units shall adhere to the following minimum setback provisions:
Front: Fifty percent of the underlying zone but no less than thirty (30) feet.

Side: Fifty percent of the underlying zone but no less than ten (10) feet.

Rear: Fifty percent of the underlying zone but no less than twenty (20) feet.

Height: The building height shall not exceed the maximum building height requirement within the
underlying zone.

(b) Open Space Provisions. The intent of this overlay district is to preserve the character of the area
consistent with that of the underlying zone. In order to achieve this intent, the following conditions
shall apply:

(1) Inorder to comply with the Act, the following definition shall be used to describe the nature
of the open space to be preserved:

Undeveloped State: A natural state preserving natural resources, natural features, or scenic or
wooded conditions; agricultural use; open space; or a similar use or condition. Land in an
undeveloped state does not include a golf course but may include a recreational trail, picnic area,
children's play area, greenway, or linear park. Land in an undeveloped state may be, but is not
required to be, dedicated to use of the public.

(2) The applicant shall provide documentation of the means to preserve the open space,
whether in the form of a conservation easement, deed restriction or similar method
approved by the Planning Commission, and the party responsible for maintenance of the
open space area. If proposed for dedication to the public, a letter of support from the public
entity, indicating acceptance and responsibility for maintenance, shall be included with the
application. A single entity, such as a private association, non-profit organization or a public
body, shall have responsibility for maintaining the land in permanent open space.

(3) No part of the parcels, lots or sites shall be counted towards satisfying the minimum open
space requirement, nor shall any land devoted to roadways or other impervious surfaces,
other than those of a recreational nature, such as bike paths, tennis or basketball courts, or
for pavilions or picnic shelters. Fenced stormwater retention or detention areas shall also
not be counted toward satisfying the minimum open space requirement.
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(4) The open space, with the exception of active agricultural land use, shall be arranged in a
manner so that it is contiguous and accessible by residents within the residential cluster. It
shall also be arranged to connect to other open space areas on adjoining properties and/or
connected to possible pedestrian or non-motorized trails.

(5) The Planning Commission may consider the preservation of those areas where protection of
the highest quality of natural resource is achieved. This includes areas of mature tree stands
or forested areas, habitat areas for wildlife or similar areas that could otherwise be
developed.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004; Ord. No. 238, § I, 5-18-2010)

300.1403B Special exception uses.

C. No special exception uses permitted within the underlying zoning district shall be allowed unless such use
is processed separately under the provisions for special exception uses in Section 18 [300.1800].

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002)

300.1404B Site development regulations.

D. The following regulations are based upon the relationship of the residential cluster(s) and the restricted
open space to the adjoining properties, including the road right-of-way:

1. Cluster Location. Residential clusters, including all land devoted to individual parcels, lots or sites within
the open space preservation development, shall be located not less than 50 feet from any abutting
property line and not less than 100 feet from any road right-of-way adjoining the perimeter of the open
space preservation development. The open perimeter area required hereunder shall consist entirely of
land that qualifies under Section 14B.B.[300.1402B]2.(b)(3) to be counted towards satisfying the
minimum open space requirement.

2. Access. Access to the dwelling units within the residential cluster may be in the form of a public road or
private road, with any private road adhering to the standards under Section 19.P.[300.1916]4. If the
residential cluster is made up of no more than two (2) dwelling units, a joint driveway may be utilized,
provided the joint driveway adheres to the standards under Section 19.P.[300.1916]3.

(Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004)
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SECTION 14C

300.1400C "M-89" SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

300.1401C Statement of purpose.

A. M-89 is a state trunkline that extends east and west through the Township, with linkage to M-43 through,
and just north of, the Village of Richland. This trunkline is characterized by varying road widths, from 66-foot width,
standard for most county roads, to a 120-foot width in certain segments east of the Village limits. This has resulted
in difficulty in establishing appropriate sign setbacks, which are traditionally based upon distance from the road
right-of-way. In order to better address the issue, and based upon varying zoning districts that may be impacted,
this overlay district has been created.

(Ord. No. 236, § 1, 4-14-2009)

300.1402C Permissible uses.

B. Only uses permissible within the underlying zoning district are permitted within this overlay district.

(Ord. No. 236, § 1, 4-14-2009)

300.1403C Special exception uses.

C. Only special exception uses within the underlying zoning district are permitted within this overlay district.

(Ord. No. 236, § 1, 4-14-2009)

300.1404C Site development regulations.

D. In addition to the standards for the underlying zoning district in which the use is located, the following
regulations shall apply to land within the overlay district:

1. Location of Overlay District: The district shall include all land contiguous to M-89 and within 100 feet of
the road right-of-way, beginning from the eastern boundary of the Township, extending north with
linkage to M-43, and then extending to the western boundary of the Township.

2. Free-Standing Sign Setback: The minimum setback for any freestanding sign shall be twenty five (25) feet
from the M-89 road right-of-way unless the applicant can comply with one of the following:

a. If the road right-of-way is 66-feet in width and the majority of the existing signs within 500 feet,
on the same side of the road, are less than the required setback distance, then the minimum
setback distance shall be (1) the setback of the existing freestanding sign, if any, on abutting
property which is on the same side of the road, is less than 25 feet from the road right-of-way and
is closest to the road right-of-way or (2) 17 feet, whichever is greater.

b. If the road right-of-way is greater than 66-feet in width, within 200-feet of the parcel, and signs
within 200-feet of the proposed sign location, on the same side of the road, are less than the
required setback, then the setback shall be based upon the average setback for all signs within 200
feet of the subject sign location, provided they are not placed within the road right-of-way.

3. Any free-standing sign within the M-89 Overlay District that was in existence as of September 1, 2008,
but which does not comply with the minimum M-89 road right-of-way sign setback requirement
contained herein shall be deemed a lawful nonconforming structure that may not be expanded or
replaced unless relocated so as to be in compliance with the minimum M-89 road right-of-way setback
requirement contained herein and all other applicable provisions of the Richland Township Zoning
Ordinance. If such a lawful nonconforming sign is destroyed by fire or other calamity to the extent of
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more than one half of its replacement value, then the sign may be reconstructed only if relocated so as
to be in compliance with the minimum M-89 road right-of-way setback requirement contained herein
and all other applicable provisions of the Richland Township Zoning Ordinance.

(Ord. No. 236, § 1, 4-14-2009)
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SECTION 15

300.1500 RESEARCH PARK DISTRICT

300.1501 Statement of purpose.

A. The Research Park (RP) District is established to provide for research and light industrial uses within a
planned development. The intent is to provide an aesthetically attractive working environment for offices, research
and development institutions, and certain light manufacturing establishments within a campus-like setting. The
extensive use of an open space perimeter within the development plan is intended to provide compatibility with
adjacent agricultural and residential uses.

300.1502 Permissible uses.

B. No building, structure, or part thereof shall be erected, altered, or used, nor shall the premises be used in
whole or in part for other than one or more of the following specified uses:

1.
2.

6.

Agricultural Uses: Customary farming operations and agricultural research and development.

Research Uses: Theoretical and applied research in all the sciences; product development and testing,
engineering development; and marketing development. All non-agricultural research shall be conducted
within a fully enclosed building.

Specialized Light Manufacturing Uses:
a. Types of Uses Permitted:

1. The manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging and/or treatment of cosmetics,
toiletries, household supplies, medical equipment, and plant, animal and human
pharmaceutical health care products.

2. Printing, lithographic, blueprinting and similar uses.
b.  All specialized light manufacturing uses shall be conducted within a fully enclosed building.

Office Uses that are related to RP Activities: Office uses related to RP activities shall include, but are not
necessarily limited to, those office uses related to scientific or industrial research, product development
and testing, engineering development, and marketing development, and such other office uses ancillary
to and compatible with RP uses.

Activities Incidental and Accessory to the Above Uses: Permitted incidental and accessory uses shall
include salesrooms for the wholesale distribution of items manufactured on the premises; garages for
storage of gasoline and lubricating oils needed for operation of these vehicles and for the maintenance
of the buildings and machinery located therein; parking facilities; maintenance and utility shops for the
upkeep and repair of buildings and structures on the site and equipment used on the site; central heating
and power plants for furnishing heat and energy to structures on the site; facilities for water, drainage,
sewerage, fire protection, electrical, telephone, and other utilities; educational facilities for training and
study; storage buildings, heliports; communications facilities, including antenna masts; clinics; cafeterias;
employee recreational facilities; custodians and caretakers; data processing facilities; and employee
credit unions.

Telecommunication Towers and Accessory Structures.

(Ord. No. 178, adopt. 6-4-2002)

300.1503 Special exception uses.

C.
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1.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations.

(Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008)

300.1504 Site development regulations.

D.
1.

10.

11.

Each RP District shall contain at least 30 contiguous acres.

Each lot or parcel shall contain at least ten acres and shall have not less than 660 feet of frontage upon
a dedicated public road or a private road constructed in accordance with the construction standards of
the Kalamazoo County Road Commission for public roads. This requirement shall not be deemed to
prohibit street design features such as boulevards, cul-de-sacs and winding roadways.

The maximum building coverage, exclusive of parking, permitted shall be 30% of the lot or parcel.

No buildings, structures (with the exception of transparent or field fencing typically used bordering
agricultural uses) or parking facilities shall be located within 500 feet of any agriculturally or residentially
zoned property. This area shall be maintained as green space.

No buildings, structures or parking facilities shall be located within 200 feet of any public road also
serving property in a different zoning district. This area shall be maintained as green space. From other
internal property boundaries, the required front yard setback shall be 50 feet, the side yard setback shall
be 30 feet and the rear yard setback shall be 30 feet. Other than ingress and egress, these setbacks shall
be maintained as green space.

Off-street parking shall be established as required in Section 19.L [300.1912].

Signage shall comply with provisions for all signs within commercial and industrial districts. (See Section
19.D.3 [300.1904]).

Not less than 35 percent of the area of that portion of the lot or parcel in the RP District zoning
classification shall consist of green space. Required green space shall be comprised of planting of crops,
grass, ground cover, flowers, shrubs, hedges or trees. All landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy
growing condition, neatly and orderly in appearance, and free of refuse and debris. All plantings shall be
arranged and maintained so as not to obscure the vision of traffic.

Structures other than farm silos and feed mills shall not exceed 40 feet in height.

Access to and from land in the RP District shall be by county primary road(s). Where access management
standards and/or overlay zoning are in effect, there shall be strict adherence to such regulation. No
private roads or drives on or connected to land in the RP District shall abut agriculturally or residentially
zoned land. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have authority as part of site plan review to waive
compliance with the requirements of this subsection if the Zoning Board of Appeals determines in its
sole reasonable discretion that, based on the specific character and location of the proposed
development on the subject property and/or the nature of the surrounding area, such a waiver will not
have a material adverse impact upon persons or property in the surrounding area and will otherwise be
consistent with the purpose of this section.

Outdoor storage of any kind shall, except as provided in the following sentence, shall be prohibited. This
section shall not be deemed to prohibit outdoor storage incidental to farming operations conducted on
the property in accordance with generally accepted agricultural and management practices, as these
practices are defined under the Michigan Right to Farm Act (1981 PA 93, as amended).

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004; Ord. No. 216, adopt. 4-11-2006)
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300.1505 Screening.

1. Where any business or industrial use is adjacent to abutting property zoned or developed for residential
use, that business or industry shall provide screening from the residential property.

2. The screening required in this section shall consist only of natural plantings consistent wit the required
green space specified in Section D.7-Site Development Regulations. Such screening shall be established
at a minimum height of six feet. Compact evergreen plantings or berms providing equivalent year round
visual screening may be used.

3.  The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have authority as part of site plan review to waive screening required
under this section if the Zoning Board of Appeals determines in its sole reasonable discretion that, based
on the specific character and location of the proposed development on the subject property and/or the
nature of the surrounding area, such a waiver will not have a material adverse impact upon persons or
property in the surrounding area and will otherwise be consistent with the purposes of this section.

300.1506 Glare.

F. Any lighting used to illuminate an off-street parking area, sign, or other structure, shall be arranged as to
deflect light away from any adjoining residential zone or from the public streets. Direct or sky-reflected glare, where
from floodlights or from high temperature processes such as combustion or welding shall not be directed into any
adjoining property. The source of lights shall be hooded or controlled. Bare incandescent light bulbs shall not be
permitted in view of adjacent property or public right-of-way. Any light or combination of lights that cast light on a
public street shall not exceed one foot-candle (meter reading) as measured from the center line of said street. Any
light or combination of lights that cast light on residential property shall not exceed 0.4 foot-candles (meter reading)
as measured from said property.

300.1507 Noise.

G.

1. Noise generated from the property shall not exceed 65 db(a) between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00
p.m. Noise generated from the property shall not exceed 55 db(a) between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

2. The measurement of noise shall be made with a sound-level meter meeting the standards prescribed by
the American National Standards Institute.

3. Measurement of noise levels shall be made at or beyond the property line of the property on which such
noise is generated and shall be taken at least four feet from ground level.

4.  The noise limitations in this subsection shall not be deemed applicable to farming operations conducted
in accordance with generally accepted agricultural land management practices, as these practices are
defined under the Michigan Right to Farm Act (1981 PA 93, as amended).

300.1508 Vibrations.

H. No earth-shaking vibrations which are detectable at the property line without the aid of instruments shall
be produced.

300.1509 Other applicable regulations.

I. All uses shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local regulations in addition to any regulations
imposed by the provisions of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 16

300.1600 SITE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Zoning Minimum Lot | Minimum Lot | Maximum | Minimum | Yard-Reg. Maximum | Notes
District Area Width Lot Floor Area | Setback*** | Height*
Coverage
"R/0OS" 5 Acres 330 10% 1,000 FY 50' 25'
Open Space sq.ft. Sy 50"
Recreation RY 50'
District
"AB" 40 acres 660" 10% 1,000 sq. FY 75' 40' No building or
Agricultural ft. SY 50' structure to be
Business RY 50' located within
District 100' of an
adjacent
residence

"A-1" 1 Acre 165' 15% 1,000 FY 50' 35"
Agricultural/ sq.ft. SY 20'
Residential RY 30'
District
"A" Single 20,000 sq. ft. | 100' w/sewer | 25% 1,000 sq. FY 50' 35!
Family w/sewer ft. SY 10'
Residential RY 30'
District

30,000 sq. ft. | 132' platted

platted or or site

site condominium

condominium | unit w/o

unit w/o sewer

sewer
1 acre 165"
unplatted unplatted
w/o sewer w/o sewer
"A-2" Single | 13,200 saq.ft. | 100 30% 800 sq. ft. | FY 50' 35
and Two- 30,000 sq. ft. | 150 SY 10'
Family RY 30'
Residential
"B-1" 1 Acre 200' 30% 600 sq. ft. | FY 50' 35
Multiple per unit Sy 20'
Family RY 30'
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Office

District

"B-2" Min. N/A N/A N/A 20' 35'

Mobile Development between Maximum

Home Park | Area: 15 units Height

District Acres within Park | within

PUD

"c 20,000 sq. ft. | 100' 35% N/A FY 50' 30' Smaller lot

Office/Retail SY 20' "neighborhood"

District RY 20' commercial

"C-1" Local 30,000 sq. ft. | 165 35% N/A FY 50' 30'

Business Sy 20'

District RY 30'

"c-2" 1 Acre 200" 30% N/A FY 50' 30'

Highway SY 25'

Business RY 40'

District

"D" Regional | 2 Acres 200' 25% N/A FY 50' 40'

Commercial SY 25'

District RY 40'

"D-1" 2 Acres 200" 25% N/A FY 50' 40'

Commercial Sy 25!

Industrial RY 40'

District

"g" 5 Acres 330' 15% N/A FY 60' 40'

Industrial SY 30'

District RY 50'

"RP" District: 660" 30% N/A FY 50' 40' Additional

Research 30 Acres SY 30' Setbacks: 500'

Park District | Each Parcel: RY 30' From Any

10 Acres Agriculturally or

Residentially
Zoned Parcels
and 200' From
Any Public Road

"CP" N/A 330" N/A N/A 125' from N/A Access

Corridor center line management

Preservation of Gull regulations

Overlay Road or 50' *Whichever is

District from greater
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R.O.W

line*
"OSP" Open | 25% of 50% of 25% Same as No less Same as Overlay of
Space minimum but | minimum but underlying | than underlying | "AB", "A-1", "A"
Preservation | no less than no less than District FY 30' District and "A-2"
Overlay 7,500 sq. ft. 75 feet Sy 10' Zoning Districts
District RY 20'

* Accessory Buildings: The minimum side and rear yard setback shall be ten (10) feet and the maximum
height shall be twenty (20) feet.

% % %k

A.

Waterway Setback Requirements for Dwellings and Other Principal Buildings.

Notwithstanding the generally applicable setback requirements set forth in Section 16 and
elsewhere in this Zoning Ordinance, dwellings and other principal buildings on a waterfront lot or
a lot any portion of which abuts or is within 75' of a waterway, shall at a minimum be setback from
the high-water line of the waterway the greater of:

(1)
(2)

50', or

The average setback of the existing dwellings or other principal buildings on each side of the
lot at the time of application for a building permit.

a. Measurement of adjoining dwellings shall be in a perpendicular fashion on the same parcel
being measured to the point of the principal structure nearest the water without crossing
parcel lines.

b.  Setback for vacant adjoining parcels shall be 50 feet.

c.  Measurement for determination of the setback line under this averaging method for the
applicant shall be as follows:

1. Measurement shall be made from the nearest ordinary high-water mark at the waterway
of that parcel in a straight line (perpendicular or parallel to the property lines of the parcel
being calculated) and the nearest structural point of the principal structure on that parcel.

2. Measurements shall not cross property lines. Only the proposed parcel may be used for
calculation of waterfront setback. (Ord. No. 283, effective 9-1-21).

These setback requirements are intended to facilitate reasonable consistency of horizontal sight
lines with respect to the development of waterfront lots, based upon the average setback of
existing nearby development, but subject in each instance to a mandatory minimum setback of
50'. These setback requirements shall not apply to streams or creeks or to bodies of water located
entirely within one parcel of land having no more than one dwelling or principal building upon it.

Ord. No. 185, adopt. 11-12-2002; Ord. No. 188, adopt. 2-12-2003; Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 198,
adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 220, adopt. 1-2-2007; Ord. No. 252, adopt. 11-20-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 5, 8-16-2016;
Ord. No. 279, § 2, adopt. 1-21-2020; Ord. No. 283, adopted 8-17-2021.
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SECTION 17

300.1700 LAWFUL NONCONFORMING USES

300.1701 Nonconforming uses.

A. The lawful use of the parcel, lot, building or premises existing at the time of the adoption of this ordinance
may be continued although such use does not conform to the provisions hereof, but if such nonconforming use is
discontinued, the future use of said premises shall be in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance; provided
however, any nonconforming use of buildings or structures or premises existing at the time of the adoption of this
ordinance and created after the adoption of the prior Richland Township zoning ordinance, and in violation thereof
is hereby prohibited and nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as making such nonconforming use lawful.

No structural alterations shall be made, except those required by law or ordinance or such as may be required
for safety, or such as may be necessary to secure or insure the continued advantageous use of the building during
its natural life. The expansion of a nonconforming use shall not be permitted.

A nonconforming use of a building or premises may not be changed to any other nonconforming use of the
same building or premises. When a nonconforming use of a building has been changed to a more restricted use or
to a conforming use, such use shall not hereafter be changed back to a nonconforming use.

When a building located in a district restricted against its use has been destroyed by fire or other calamity to
the extent of not more than one-half of its value, a permit may be granted for its reconstruction within a period not
to exceed six months from the date of such fire or calamity.

Non-conforming uses of buildings, structures or property which have been discontinued for a period of one
year or longer shall be deemed to have been abandoned and such uses shall not be commenced upon the premises
again unless in conformance with the zoning ordinance.

300.1702 Nonconforming buildings.

B. A building that does not conform to the site development regulations for the district in which it is located
shall not be expanded unless such expansion does not increase in any manner its nonconformity.

300.1703 Nonconforming lots.

C. An established lot (lot of record) that does not conform to the lot area or lot width requirements for the
district in which it is located shall not be utilized for building purposes unless such building can meet the yard setback
and lot coverage requirements for that district.

(Ord. No. 264, § 6, 8-16-2016)
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SECTION 18

300.1800 SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES

300.1801 Special exception uses.

A. In order to make this ordinance a flexible zoning control and still afford protection of property values and
orderly and compatible development of property within the Township, the Township Planning Commission, in
addition to its other functions, is authorized to approve the location of certain uses within the various zone
classifications, which uses are designated in this ordinance as Special Exception Uses.

Such special exception uses have been selected because of the unique characteristic of the use which, in the
particular zone involved, under certain physical circumstances and without proper controls and limitations, would
cause it to be incompatible with the other uses permitted in such zoning district and accordingly detrimental thereto.

With this in mind, such special exception uses are not permitted to be engaged in within the particular zone in
which they are listed unless and until the Planning Commission, in its absolute discretion, is satisfied that the same,
under the conditions, controls, limitations, circumstances and safeguards proposed there for and imposed by said
Commission would be compatible with the other uses expressly permitted within said district; would not, in any
manner, be detrimental or injurious to the use or development of adjacent properties, to the occupants thereof or
to the general neighborhood; would promote the public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the
community; would encourage the use of lands in accordance with their character and adaptability; would be
compatible with adjacent uses of land; would be consistent with, and promote the intent and purpose of the
ordinance; would be compatible with the natural environment; would be consistent with the capacities of public
services and facilities affected by the proposed use; and that the standards required by the Commission for the
allowance of such special exception use can and will, in its Judgment, be met at all times by the applicant.

300.1802 Special exception procedure.
B.

1. All applications for special exception use permits shall be filed with the Township and shall include all
pertinent plans, specifications and other data upon which the applicant intends to rely for a special
exception use permit. The requirements for site plan review and approval shall be met once any required
conditions have been imposed by the Planning Commission upon approval of the special exception use
permit. The zoning administrator may withhold submission of the request to the Planning Commission if
the application is substantially incomplete as to required information, unless the applicant provides
written detail as to why such information requirements should be waived by the Planning Commission.

2. The Planning Commission shall review and decide all applications for approval of special exception uses
and shall, on its own initiative, hold a public hearing after giving notice as required under Sections 103
and 502 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (2006 PA 110, as it may hereafter be amended).

3. Following such hearing, said Commission shall either grant or deny a permit for such special exception
use and shall state its reasons for its decision in the matter. All conditions, limitations and requirements
upon which any such permit is granted shall be specified by said Commission in its decision and shall be
filed with the zoning enforcement officer of the Township. If the application is denied, the applicant must
wait at least one year for resubmission of the request unless such new application includes changes in
proposed conditions.

4, The plot plan and specifications, and all conditions, limitations and requirements imposed by the
Planning Commission shall be incorporated as a part of the special exception permit and violations of
any of these at any time will cause revocation of said permit and said special exception use shall cease
to be a lawful use.

(Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006; Ord. No. 239, § IV, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 270, adopt. 9-18-2018)

Special Exception Uses 18-1



300.1803 List of uses with specific conditions.

C. The following uses have been established as Special Exception Uses. Where such use is a permitted use, it
shall adhere to the conditions for such use without meeting the procedural requirements for review and approval:

Special Exception Use District
1. Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, AB, A-1, C, C-1, C12, D, D-1, RP
mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations
2. Home Occupations AB, A-1, A, A-2
3. Greenhouses and Nurseries A-1
4, Planned Unit Development R/0S, A-1, A, A-2, B-1, B-2
5. Residential Accessory Buildings AB, A-1, A, A-2
6. Churches and Private Educational Facilities R/0S
7. Recreational Facilities R/0S
8. Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennel or AB, A-1,C-2,D
Animal Daycare Facility
9. Airport/Private Landing Strip AB
10. Roadside Stand, Permanent AB, A-1
11. High Density Animal Feeding Operation AB
12. Veterinary Clinic/Animal Hospital AB
13. Hospitals/Medical Clinics B-1
14. Residential Care Facilities (See Definition) B-1, C, C-1,C-2,D, D-1
14A. | Group child care home AB, A-1, A, A-2
15. Essential Services B-2
16. Commercial Warehouse/Mini-Storage Facility B-1,C,C-1,C-2,D
17. Boat Houses C C1
18. Hotels or Motels C-1
19. Gasoline Service Station C-1,C-2,D
20. Drive-In and Drive-Through Establishments C-1
21. Places of Amusement Cc-2,D
22. Contractor's Establishment/Lumber Yards D
23. Trucking Related Facilities D-1
24. Agricultural Processing D-1

Special Exception Uses
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25. Adult Entertainment Uses E
26. Agri-tainment AB, A-1, C-2
27. Restaurants C
28. New and Used Vehicle Sales and Service C-1
29. Open Air Display C-2
30. Two Family Dwellings A-2
31. Light Industrial Uses D
32. Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment "R/OS", "AB", "A-1", "A", "A-2"
33. Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS) All Districts
34. Bed and Breakfast Inn A-1
35. Brewery, Micro-Brewery, Brewpub, Wine Maker C-1, C-2, D, D-1 Districts
and Spirit Manufacturing and Sales
36. Packaged Liquor Stores C, C-1, C-2, D, D-1 Districts
37. Solar Energy Systems:
a. Accessory Use ground-mounted solar energy All Districts
system (must be accessory to a principal permitted
use).
b. Principal use (large) solar energy AB, A-1,D-1, E
38. Wedding Barns A-1, AB
39. Banquet Facility or Event Center C,C-1,C-2,D,D-1
40. Non-profit Congregate Living Facilities A-1
41. Animal Protection Shelters B-1, C (Ord. No 295, effective 8-1-23)
42. One (1) additional large domesticated or livestock | A-1,B-1,C
animals is permitted for each one (12) whole
additional acre of land over five acres .

Amended by Ord. No. 285 effective 2-2-22; non-profit congregate added Ord No. 286, effective March 2, 2022,
amended by Ord. No. 291 Effective 98-2-22); amended by Ord. No. 301 effective June 5, 2024; amended by
Ordinance No 307 effective 11-5-25

1.

Earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial
operations, subject to the following:

Prior to approval by the Planning Commission of a special exception use for earth removal, quarrying,
gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction commercial operations, the Planning
Commission shall be certain the following conditions and limitations shall be strictly complied with.
These conditions and limitations are required because such operations can cause very serious
consequences to the environment, to adjoining properties and to the community as a whole. The
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following conditions are in addition to any other requirements contained in the Township Zoning
Ordinance or in any other Township Ordinance controlling such operations:

a. Location

All such operations shall be located on a primary road, as defined by the County of
Kalamazoo, for ingress and egress. Truck traffic routes to and from the operation should
generally be designed so as to avoid residentially planned and zoned areas and prevent the
breaking up of existing roads that are not "all-weather" roads. Specific routes of ingress and
egress for all such truck traffic may be specified by the Planning Commission. Under no
circumstances shall trucks use private drives or private access routes from applicant's
property which are within three hundred (300) feet of any residence.

Sufficient setback shall be provided from all property lines and public highways to assure
adequate lateral support for adjacent public and private property. No such business shall be
permitted closer than 200 feet from interior boundary lines of property, unless such
operation is being conducted on the adjoining property or the adjoining property owner
consents in writing thereto and further providing that all setback provisions contained in this
ordinance are complied with as applied to other properties. In addition, no such business
shall be permitted closer than 400 feet of any properties used for residential purposes or
within 400 feet of any residential district.

No such business shall be permitted within 150 feet of adjoining public rights-of-way except
for the lowering of land adjoining said rights-of-way to the grade level of said rights-of-way.
However, if the authority having jurisdiction over any particular road consents in writing to
a reduced setback, then the Planning Commission may allow for such use within said setback
area up to 50 feet of any road right-of-way line, if adequate screening and all other provisions
of the ordinance including other setback regulations are complied with. Such businesses shall
at no time be permitted where adequate lateral support for the maintenance of adjoining
lands is not maintained.

The permanent processing plant and its accessory structures, or any temporary processing
facilities, shall not be located closer than 250 feet from the interior boundary lines and public
rights-of-way or less than 500 feet from residential districts, and shall, where practicable, be
as close to the center of the subject property as possible and at a lower level than the
surrounding terrain to lessen visual and noise impact. The foregoing shall not apply to the
digging or excavating apparatus nor to the stock piling or loading and transportation
equipment. No earth, gravel or other mineral material may be imported to the site for
processing or storage.

No such businesses shall be located within 300 feet of the margin of any stream, wetland or
waterway unless previously approved, in writing, by the state commission or department
having jurisdiction thereof. No such operation shall interfere with the natural established
flow of surface waters to the detriment or damage of adjoining public or private properties.
The Planning Commission shall have the right to require an applicant to construct adequate
sediment basins if it appears that any sediment may be carried into any nearby water course.

b.  Site Barriers and Fencing

Special Exception Uses

Site barriers shall be provided around those portions of the site which lack natural screening
conditions through existing contours or evergreen growth. Such barriers shall consist of one
or more of the following:

a.) Earth berms constructed to a height of 10 feet above the mean elevation in the
center line of the adjacent public highway or 10 feet above the general level of
terrain along interior property lines, as the case may be. Such berms shall have
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slopes that are not in excess of one foot vertical to three feet horizontal and shall
be planted with grass and trees or shrubs.

b.) Plantings of evergreen trees not more than 10 feet apart or shrubbery not more
than five feet apart, in three staggered rows parallel to the boundaries of the
property, which shall provide screening at the time of installation to an average
height of six (6) feet and which shall grow to not less than 10 feet in height and
be sufficiently spaced to provide effective site barriers for the duration of the
mining operation. Trees which die must be replaced during the current planting
season.

c.) Earth berms planted with grass and evergreen trees or shrubbery as specified in
(b) above, provided that the total height of the berm and the trees or the
shrubbery at maturity will be at least 10 feet above the general level of the
terrain along interior property lines or the mean elevation of the center line of
the adjacent public highway, as the case may be.

The 10 foot requirement for screening by means of a berm and/or plantings may be reduced
by the Planning Commission to not less than six feet in height if the particular site and terrain,
with screening of a reduced height, will afford adequate sight barriers. In addition, the
Planning Commission may allow for less than complete screening of the site in perimeter
locations where such screening is determined to not be needed to mitigate the visual impact
of the mining operation.

c. Abatement of Adverse Impacts/Environmental Impact Analysis

Special Exception Uses

The applicant shall provide information related to the identification and abatement of any
adverse impacts created by the mining operation. Toward this end, an environmental impact
analysis shall be submitted at the time of application that includes both base information on
the site prior to such activity and the anticipated impact of such operations on the site,
surrounding area and the community as a whole. Upon request, the Planning Commission
may waive any informational requirement set forth below if the Planning Commission
determines in its sole reasonable discretion that the nature of the proposed operation is
such that the information is not needed to assure compliance with the standards for special
exception use permit approval. The required studies, which shall be undertaken by
professionals whose education, certification and experience are consistent with the
credentials needed to conduct the studies and analyze the results, are as follows:

a.) Hydrogeological Study: This shall include a complete assessment of the potential
impacts on any water resources both on-site and off-site. It shall identify the
location in relation to watersheds and floodplain areas and identify natural site
drainage and impact on wetlands within the area. It shall also identify the depth
of groundwater and aquifers within the area of the operation and provide data
on water quality for all such resources. Where the applicant proposes the
development of a lake or where ponds or basins may exceed five (5) or more
acres, such studies shall include the use of monitoring wells in order to estimate
the impact on other surface water or ground water resources in the area. The
studies shall also include the applicant's approach to spill containment
(containment and spill response plans) from any vehicles and equipment utilizing
or located on the site.

b.) Topographic and Geological Analysis: This shall include the existing contours and
proposed contours consistent with site plan review standards under Article 18A.
Earth changes proposed throughout the term of the operation shall be presented
with estimates of the type, quantity and quality of the material to be extracted,
including overburden. Soil borings shall be taken to a depth equal to the depth
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c.)

d.)

h.)

d. Time Limits

of the proposed extraction, with frequency of spacing sufficient to allow for
reasonable interpretation and verification of such quantity and quality of the
material. The Planning Commission may request that additional borings be taken
where additional interpretation or verification is needed. Final contours shall be
included within the required Reclamation Plan, but interim earth change data
will also be required as part of the annual review in order to evaluate the
consistency of the activity with this initial analysis. This analysis shall include
mitigation related to erosion, filling and potential sedimentation of any basins
created by such activities.

Noise/Vibration Study: This shall include data on existing noise levels and sources
of vibration in and around the site prior to any such operation and the
anticipated impacts of such activity on any properties and roadways within the
area of the operation. A complete listing of all proposed equipment to be utilized
within the operation shall be submitted with information on the proposed
location and noise/vibration impacts of the equipment. The Planning
Commission may require that equipment, such as crushers, be located in an
enclosed building to further reduce such noise and vibration impacts.

Traffic Impact Study: This shall include a complete analysis of the existing road
system and the proposed truck haul routes for the operation. This shall include
all state and local roads and the efforts made by the applicant to control use of
such roadways that are not designated as part of the haul route. Information
shall include traffic counts and level of service capabilities of the roadways to
support such increased loads. Noise and vibration impacts related to such
hauling shall also be included within the study.

Air Quality Analysis/Dust Control: This shall include a complete analysis of the
impacts associated with particulate matter generated by the operation and the
techniques utilized to mitigate such release.

Endangered Species Impact: This shall include a complete listing of all threatened
and endangered wildlife (plants and animals) that may be impacted by the
mining operation.

Economic Studies: This shall include economic studies related to impacts upon
the adjoining properties and the community as a whole, including residential
property valuation and the compatibility with, or negative impacts to, other land
uses, including agriculture.

Other Studies: The Planning Commission may require the submission of
additional studies or information as it determines, in its sole reasonable
discretion, is needed to properly evaluate whether the proposed operation
satisfies the standards for special exception use approval.

The Planning Commission may limit the days and hours of operation based upon specific
characteristics of the site and the relationship to surrounding land use. The Planning Commission may
also establish a termination date for the mining or excavating of any area due to its proximity or visibility
from residential districts or property used for residential purposes. The applicant shall provide an
estimated time duration for operating the mine and, as part of the annual review, provide an update to

such estimate.

e. Fencing

Any dangerous excavations, dangerous pits, dangerous pond areas, dangerous banks or
dangerous slopes shall be adequately guarded or fenced and posted with signs around the perimeter

Special Exception Uses
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thereof to prevent injury to children or other persons, and such dangerous conditions shall be
eliminated as expediently as possible.

f. Liability Insurance

Unless otherwise provided for under stated insurance specifications imposed by the Planning
Commission under special exception use approval, all applicants shall be required to carry both general
liability and project specific personal injury and property damage insurance policies while any
unreclaimed or unrehabilitated area exists, in the amount of not less than one million dollars for each
person injured or property damaged and not less than three million dollars for injury or damage to more
than one person or more than one person's property arising out of one occurrence. Such insurance shall
cover injury or damage occurring upon the site of the operations as well as upon properties adjoining
thereto, as the result of conditions or activities existing upon the site. Such policies shall be filed with the

Township Clerk.

g. Reclamation of Mined Areas

i Reclamation or rehabilitation of mined areas shall be accomplished as soon as practicable
following the mining or excavation of an area. Where possible, such rehabilitation or
reclamation shall be accomplished concurrently with the mining or excavation operations.
Substantial completion of reclamation rehabilitation shall be effected within two years after
termination of mining or excavation activity. Inactivity for a 12 month consecutive period
shall constitute, for this purpose, termination of mining activity, unless an extension is
granted by the Planning Commission upon a showing of good cause and that the extension
will not have a material adverse impact upon the surrounding area.

ii. The following standards shall control reclamation rehabilitation:

a)

e)

f)

Special Exception Uses

All excavations shall be either to a water producing depth of not less than three
feet below the average summer level of water in the excavation, or shall be
graded or backfilled with non-toxic, non-flammable and non-combustible solids.

Excavated areas shall not collect stagnant water and shall not permit the same
to remain therein.

Surface that is not permanently submerged shall be graded and back-filled as
necessary to produce a gentle rolling surface that will minimize wind and water
erosion, and which will be generally compatible to the adjoining land area.

The banks of all excavations shall be sloped to the water line in a water producing
excavation and to the pit floor in a dry operation, at a slope which shall not be
steeper than one foot vertical to three foot horizontal. Water producing
excavations shall have a reasonably level bottom, free of sharp drop-offs or
holes.

Top soil of a quality equal to that occurring naturally in the area shall be replaced
on excavated areas not covered by water, except where streets, beaches or other
planned improvements shall be completed within two years of termination of
mining or excavation operations. When used, top soil shall be applied to a
minimum depth of four inches sufficient to support vegetation.

Vegetation shall be restored by the appropriate seeding of grasses or the
planting of trees and shrubs, to establish a permanent vegetative cover on the
land surface to minimize erosion. The Planning Commission may require the
seeding and plantings to conform with the standards and specifications adopted
by the Kalamazoo County Soil Conservation District and as may be amended
hereafter.
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g) Upon cessation of mining operations by abandonment or otherwise, the
applicant, within a reasonable period of time not to exceed 12 months
thereafter, shall remove all plant structures, buildings, stock piles and
equipment, provided that buildings and structures which have a function under
the reclamation plan which can be lawfully used under requirements of the
zoning district in which they will be located under such plan, may be retained.

Financial guarantee shall be furnished the Township insuring the proper rehabilitation
reclamation of mined and excavated areas prior to the commencement of any such mining
or excavating operations. The amount of the guarantee shall be not less than $5,000 per
acre, proposed to be mined or excavated in the following 12 month period and which has
previously been mined or excavated during any preceding period and not reclaimed or
rehabilitated in accordance with this ordinance in the applicant's filed plan. Mined areas
resulting in a water depth of three feet or more shall be deemed to be reclaimed areas to
within 15 feet of any shore line thereof and to the extent of the shore line where the same
has been sloped to a grade of not more than one foot vertical up to three foot horizontal,
for the purpose of this financial guarantee. Such financial guarantee shall be reviewed
annually, on or about the anniversary date of the excavation permit, for adjustment in
compliance of the foregoing requirements by the Zoning Administrator of the Township or
such other official as may be designated by the Township Board. Such financial guarantee
may be in the form of cash, certified check, or an irrevocable bank letter of credit, in a form
acceptable to the Township.

h.  Submission of Operational and Reclamation Plans

Special Exception Uses

No earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing, mining and related mineral extraction
businesses shall be allowed or commenced until a plan has been submitted and approved by
the Planning Commission, disclosing compliance with all of the provisions of the within
ordinance or the manner of which compliance will be secured by the applicant. Such plans
shall include, among other things, the following:

a) A contour map of the tract of land involved in the operations, including
dimensions of the same, access thereto abutting public streets, and whether or
not the same are on all-weather roads, additional roads, if any to be constructed
and the location and nature of abutting improvements on adjoining property.

b)  The number of acres and the location of the same proposed to be operated upon
within the following 12 month period after commencement of operations. No
more than 25 acres shall be cleared and actively mined at any one time. The area
used for stockpiling and processing excavated material shall not be counted for
purposes of this limitation. The Planning Commission shall have the ability to
waive this acreage limitation upon a showing of good cause and that the waiver
will not have a material adverse impact upon the surrounding area. The Planning
Commission may consider the relationship of this acreage limitation to the
volume (tonnage) of material represented in the monthly volume reports
submitted to the Township.

c) Type of mining or processing proposed to be conducted and the nature of the
equipment to be used.

d) Location of the principal processing plant and the distance of any proposed
excavation or mining and the boundaries of the site.

e) A map or plan disclosing the approximate final grades and levels to be
established following the completion of the mining operations, including the
proposed uses being contemplated for the land, future lakes and roads, such
other matters as may evidence the bona fide nature of the reclamation
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rehabilitation plans and the fact that the land will not be devastated and
rendered unusable by the proposed mining activities.

i Hearing

After receiving an application for a permit for an earth removal, quarrying, gravel processing,
mining or related mineral extraction business accompanied by the required plans and
specifications and permit fee, the Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing upon such
application in accordance with the applicable statutory requirements, except that notice by
first-class mail required thereunder shall include all persons to whom real property is
assessed within 1,000 feet of the subject property and the occupants of all structures within
1,000 feet of the subject property.

Following such hearing, said board shall grant or deny the application and set forth its
reasons for its decision. Such decision shall be based upon the criteria set forth in the within
ordinance and shall be based, in addition, on a consideration of the following:

a) The most advantageous use of the land, resources and property.

b)  The character of the area in question and its peculiar suitability, if any, for
particular uses.

c) Conservation of property values, as well as natural resources and the general
appropriate trend and character of development in the subject area

d) The protection and preservation of the general health, safety and welfare of the
Township.

e)  The scarcity or value of minerals sought to be mined as compared with the effect
upon the adjacent community of the proposed operations.

f) In making any decision, the Planning Commission shall have the right and
authority to impose such additional conditions and safeguards as it deems
necessary for the protection of the health, safety and general welfare of the
adjoining residents and property owners, the neighborhood surrounding such
areas and the community as a whole.

j. Monitoring

Special Exception Uses

The developer/operator shall submit to the Zoning Administrator monthly reports accurately
setting forth the volume (i.e., tonnage) of extracted material hauled from the site. Each
report shall be submitted within 30 days after the month to which it pertains.

The developer/operator shall submit ten copies of an annual report to the Zoning
Administrator. The developer/operator shall include in the report a progress report on the
location and number of acres mined in the past year and the location and number of acres
reclaimed in the past year. The report shall also identify the location and number of acres
projected to be mined and to be reclaimed in the following year. The developer/operator
shall incorporate the totals from all monthly volume (tonnage) reports submitted to the
Township Zoning Administrator. The developer/operator shall also include in its annual
report copies of any reports required by any other review agency at the county, state or
federal level. The Zoning Administrator shall forward copies of the annual report to the
members of the Planning Commission, along with a listing of any complaints, violations or
citations given to the developer/operator by the Zoning Administrator or any other Township
official and a description of how each such incident was resolved.

The Zoning Administrator shall monitor the operation to assure compliance with the terms
of this ordinance and any conditions imposed thereunder. The operator/developer shall
allow the Zoning Administrator such access to the site as the Zoning Administrator
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reasonably determines is needed in order perform this monitoring function. The Zoning
Administrator may refer to the Planning Commission any questions or disputes that arise
regarding interpretation of the terms of the special exception use approval granted by the
Planning Commission

iv.  The operator/developer shall pay an annual review fee to defray all or a portion of the cost
incurred by the Township in reviewing the annual report and in monitoring the operation.
The annual review fee, and timeframe for collection and disbursement, shall be established
by resolution of the Township Board.

Existing Excavations and Mining Operations

i All commercial excavations, mining operations, gravel processing operations or quarrying
operations existing on the effective date of this ordinance shall be subject to the within
regulations with regard to future operations.

Site Plan Review

i Planning Commission approval of the special exception use for a mining operation shall
satisfy the site plan submission and approval requirements under Section 18A of this
ordinance.

2. Home Occupations: Any full or part-time occupation engaged in within a dwelling and/or residential
accessory building(s) by the resident(s) of the premises, where such use is secondary and incidental to
the primary residential use of the premises, subject to the following conditions and limitations:

a.

Are only conducted on the premises by the person(s) occupying the premises as his/her/their
principal residence a major portion of each month; provided, however, the Planning Commission
shall have authority to permit one non-resident to work on the premises where the same would
not materially impair the residential character of the neighborhood.

The premises shall have no exterior evidence, other than a permitted nameplate, to indicate that
the same is being utilized for any non-residential purpose. Noise, smoke, odor, electrical
disturbance or lighting from a home occupation shall not be discernable beyond the boundaries of
the property on which the home occupation is conducted. Traffic generated by a home occupation
shall be at a level consistent with the general residential character of the area.

No more than 25% of the floor area of the principal dwelling may be utilized for the home
occupation.

An accessory building(s) may be used in whole or in part for a home occupation, subject to the
following:

(i)  The subject parcel is not less than 2 acres in size.
(i)  The accessory building is not less than 100 feet from the road right-of-way.

(iii)  Parking for the home occupation shall be not less than 50 feet from the road right-of-way
and shall be effectively screened from adjoining properties unless such properties are within
a commercial or industrial zoning district.

(iv) Not more than 50% of the combined floor area of (1) the accessory building(s) used for the
home occupation and (2) the dwelling may be devoted to the home occupation.

Any sales of products, if approved by the Planning Commission, shall be limited to those produced
by the home occupation.

Any such home occupation may be subject to annual inspection by a duly authorized official of the
Township. The home occupation special exception use permit may be revoked by order of the
Planning Commission for non-compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and/or the terms and
conditions of the home occupation special exception use permit. Any such revocation shall be
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preceded by not less than 7 days' notice by first-class mail to the occupant of the subject property
of the proposed revocation, the proposed reasons therefor, and the date, time and place of the
hearing at which the Planning Commission will consider such revocation.

g.  The Planning Commission shall have authority to determine whether or not a proposed home
occupation special exception use complies with the Zoning Ordinance and is within the spirit of the
same to ensure the compatibility of any use with the character of the zoning classification in which
the same is located and that the health, safety and general welfare of the neighborhood will not
thereby be impaired.

h. An occupation that meets all of the criteria for a home occupation set forth above (except
subsection "e"), that does not have a sign or nameplate, that is conducted entirely within the
dwelling or attached garage and that does not involve any physical presence at the premises by
customers or by business associates not residing in the dwelling shall be allowed as a permitted
accessory use and shall not be deemed a home occupation requiring a special exception use
permit.

3. Greenhouses and nurseries and related structures and equipment. The growing of nursery stock and
storage of related equipment and supplies provided that retail or wholesale sales from the premises and
other business is subject to the following conditions:

a. No activities shall be conducted upon or from the premises which would constitute a nuisance or
annoyance to adjoining residents by reason of noise, smoke, odor, electrical disturbance, night
lighting or the creation of unreasonable traffic to the premises. Noise, smoke, odor, electrical
disturbance or the source of lighting shall not be discernible beyond the boundaries of the property
from which the activity is conducted.

b. Any such use shall be subject to annual inspection by the Zoning Inspector of the Township and
may be terminated by order of such inspector whenever the same fails to comply with the Zoning
Ordinance.

c. The Planning Commission shall have authority to determine whether or not a proposed use
complies with the Zoning Ordinance and is within the spirit of the same to ensure the compatibility
of any use with the character of the zoning classification in which the same is located and the
health, safety and general welfare of the neighborhood will not thereby be impaired.

d. The location of retail sales shall adhere to the standards for a roadside stand.
4, Planned Unit Development.

a.  Statement of Purpose. It is the purpose of this section of the zoning ordinance to establish
requirements which permit flexibility in the regulation of land development; encourage innovation
in land use and variety in design, layout, and type of structures constructed; achieve economy and
efficiency in the use of land, natural resources, energy and the provision of public services and
utilities; encourage useful open space; and provide better housing, employment and shopping
opportunities particularly suited to the needs of the residents of the Township and surrounding
area. A permit may be issued for construction and occupancy of a planned unit development
subject to compliance with the standards, procedures and requirements set forth in this ordinance.
In the case of a project conducted in phases, each phase established shall, when considered in
conjunction with any previously established phases of the project, adhere to the minimum open
space and maximum residential density restrictions in this section.

b. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, certain terms or words used herein shall be defined as
follows:

i Density, Maximum Residential. The maximum number of dwelling units that may occupy the
parcel.
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Low Density Residential PUD. A planned unit development in which the proposed number
of dwelling units or condominium units is no greater than % (50%) of that which would be
allowed in the zoning district as established in the comparison plan. (IE establish the
number of units that would be permitted in the comparison plan, divide by half to get the
maximum number of units required to meet the “Low Density Residential PUD” standards.)

Open Space. Any unoccupied land or new unfenced water area which is not used for buildings
or structures, is not a part of a lot or site condominium unit and does not include streets or
roads or other impervious surface areas.

Screening. A screened area of not less than 20 feet in width, measured inward from the
property line and consisting of either a wall, fence or tree and shrub planting which is
compact and maintained in good condition at all times. The height of the screen shall not be
less than five feet, except where the screen would interfere with traffic safety, in which case
it may be reduced in height to not less than three feet.

C. General Requirements for Planned Unit Developments. Any application for a special exception use
permit must meet the following conditions to qualify for consideration as a planned unit
development:

Vi.

Minimum Area: The minimum area required to qualify for a PUD Special Exception Use
Permit shall be 20 contiguous acres of land.

Ownership: The tract of land for a project must be either in one ownership or the subject of
an application filed jointly by the owners of all properties included (the holder of a written
option to purchase land or the holder of a recorded land contract shall, for purposes of such
application, be deemed to be an owner of such land).

Utilities: Connection to a public sanitary sewer system shall be required or private facilities
may be approved provided they are coordinated with the authority or entity responsible for
approving such facilities. Septic tanks and dry wells shall not be permitted unless used for
developments having an overall density of one unit per acre or less. All electric and telephone
transmission wires shall be placed underground.

Location: Planned unit developments shall be allowed only where the applicant can
demonstrate that the proposed character of development will meet the objectives of PUD.

Approval: Approval by the Township Planning Commission of a comparison plan (except for
projects in the "B-1" or "B-2" zoning districts) and sketch plan during the initial review and a
detailed site plan of all planned unit developments is required.

Special requirements for low-density residential PUD plan:

a. Parcel proposed for development must have access road from main public or
county road and from any other zoning district of at least 200 feet in length. Said
access road shall be reserved as dedicated open space.

b. Each building unit (site) shall be at least 1.5 times in area larger than the minimum
lot or parcel size required in the zoning district. No individual building site may be
smaller than 1.5 acres in area.

d. Permitted Uses. No structure or part thereof, shall be erected, altered, or used and no land shall
be used except for one or more of the following:

Special Exception Uses

Within the "R/0S" District, only single family dwellings shall be allowed as a secondary use
to the primary recreational or open space use. The dwelling units may be located in a manner
to meet the specific conditions within this district in terms of density and required open
space. On each building site in a Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory
building (“BAB”) meeting the requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.
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Vi.

vii.

viii.

Special Exception Uses

Within the "A-1" District, only single family detached dwellings shall be allowed. The dwelling
units shall be on individual lots, whether through platting or land division or as a site
condominium project with the site condominium unit defined as the lot. On each building
site in a Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory building (“BAB”) meeting the
requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.

Within the "A" District, only single family or two-family dwelling units shall be allowed. The
two-family units shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the total number of dwelling units.
Such two-family units shall not be placed within 300 feet of any single family dwelling on an
adjacent parcel or within 300 feet of any "R/0OS", "AB", or "A-1" zoning district. On each
building site in a Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory building (“BAB”)
meeting the requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.

Within the "A-2" District, single family, two-family and multiple-family dwellings and office
uses shall be allowed. The multiple-family residences shall not exceed ten percent of the
total number of dwelling units. The office use shall not exceed ten percent of the
development area. Such multiple-family or office use shall not be placed within 300 feet of
any single family or two-family dwelling on an adjacent parcel or within 300 feet of any
"R/0S", "AB", "A-1" or "A" zoning district. On each building site in a Low-Density Residential
PUD, one “bonus” accessory building (“BAB”) meeting the requirements of this Ordinance
shall be permitted.

Within the "B-1" District, single family, two-family and multiple-family dwellings shall be
allowed. In addition, other permitted uses may include office and/or retail, provided that the
spatial relationship of the uses, with some separation or screening, is indicated on the site
plan. On each building site in a Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory building
(“BAB”) meeting the requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.

Within the "B-2" District, single family, two-family and multiple-family residential dwellings
shall be allowed. Mobile home parks shall not be permitted within the PUD in recognition of
a separate regulatory scheme for such use under Michigan law and as reflected in Section 8
of this Ordinance. In addition, permitted uses within the "C" Office/Retail District, excluding
funeral homes and veterinary clinics, may be included within the PUD. The intent will be for
such non-residential use to be centrally located within the development area or contiguous
to more intensive land use adjoining the PUD. Perimeter screening may be employed to
achieve increased compatibility where in conflict with this provision. On each building site in
a Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory building (“BAB”) meeting the
requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.

The Planning Commission may allow for a combination of special exception uses allowed
within the district in which the PUD is proposed, provided each special exception use
receives individual approval as outlined within said procedures. On each building site in a
Low-Density Residential PUD, one “bonus” accessory building (“BAB”) meeting the
requirements of this Ordinance shall be permitted.

For low density residential PUD in “A” residential district

a. All bonus accessory buildings must be located in the side yard or rear yard.
b. Setbacks:

c. Side Yard—20-feet minimum; and Rear Yard — 50-feet minimum

d. Size:

1. Bonus accessory building (BAB) or structure cannot be larger than 1,200
square feet in size . The permissible size of any individual BAB shall be reduced
by the square footage of any attached accessory building and any other
detached accessory structure on the site.
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e. Lot Area and Dimensional Requirements.

Special Exception Uses

PUD's in the "R/0S", "A-1", "A" and "A-2" Districts: Within any PUD in these districts, the
requirements set forth below shall apply in lieu of lot area and dimensional regulations set
forth in the district in which the PUD is located.

(a)

(b)

(d)

(8)

Number of Dwelling Units Permitted: The maximum number of dwelling units
permitted within the project shall be determined by the submission of a
comparison plan, providing for an accurate determination of the permitted
number of lots, units or parcels that can be developed utilizing a traditional
subdivision, site condominium or land division process, whichever is applicable.
In the event the project lies in more than one zoning district, the number of
dwelling units shall be computed for each district separately.

Lot Area Requirements: The minimum lot area for single family or two-family
dwellings shall not be reduced more than 20 percent below that required in the
district in which the project, or portion of the project, is located. The lot area
requirement for multiple-family dwellings shall not be reduced by more than 10
percent of that permitted in the district in which the project is located.

Setback and Yards: (For internal development only. All perimeter development
shall be subject to the required setbacks for the overall parcel by district).

(1) Front Yards. The minimum setback from a street line for a building or
structure may be reduced to thirty (30) feet in planned unit developments.

(2) Side and Rear Yards. The minimum side yard requirements may be reduced
to ten (10) feet and the minimum rear yard may be reduced to twenty (20)
feet in planned unit developments.

Minimum Lot Frontage and Width: The minimum lot frontage and width for any
lot designated for single family or two-family dwelling use may be reduced 20
percent below the requirements of the district in which the PUD is located.

Height Regulations: The maximum height regulations for buildings and structures
located in planned unit developments shall be the same as the maximum allowed
in the district in which the PUD is located.

Spacing Between Buildings: The minimum requirements for adequate access
between and around principal and accessory buildings shall be ten feet.

Screening: A screening area shall be provided along the perimeter of property on
which multiple-family dwellings and/or commercial buildings are erected.

PUD's in the "B-1" and "B-2" Districts: Within any PUD in these districts, the requirements
set forth below shall apply in lieu of lot area and dimensional regulations set forth in the
district in which the PUD is located.

(a)

(b)

Maximum Residential Density: The maximum residential density shall be eight
(8) dwelling units per acre in the "B-1" District and five (5) dwelling units per acre
in the "B-2" District, with this calculated on the basis of the development area
excluding the following: All proposed non-residential buildings, their accessory
structures, and a land area sufficient to satisfy parking and setback requirements
for such non-residential uses.

The yard, setback, lot size, lot frontage, and lot width (but not building height)
requirements for these districts are waived in order to allow the applicant and
the Planning Commission maximum flexibility in achieving the purpose of a

18-14



Planned Unit Development as set forth in the Statement of Purpose contained
herein.

Standards for Low Density Residential PUD.

(@) Number of Dwelling Units Permitted: The maximum number of dwelling units
permitted shall be not more than one-half (50%) the maximum number of dwelling
units permitted within the project as determined by the submission of a
comparison plan, providing for an accurate determination of the permitted number
of lots, units or parcels that can be developed utilizing a traditional subdivision, site
condominium or land division process, whichever is applicable. In the event the
project lies in more than one zoning district, the number of dwelling units shall be
computed for each district separately.

(b) Lot Area Requirements: The minimum parcel size for dwelling units in a Low-
Density PUD is one and a half (1.5) acres in size.

(c) Setback and Yards: (For internal development only. All perimeter development
shall be subject to the required setbacks for the overall parcel by district).

(1) Front Yards. The minimum setback from the road right-of-way line for a
building or structure must be a minimum of seventy-five (75) feet in low density
residential planned unit developments.

(2) Side and Rear Yards. The minimum side yard requirements must be twenty (20)
feet and the minimum rear yard must be thirty (30) feet in low density residential
planned unit developments.

(d) Minimum Lot Frontage and Width: The minimum lot frontage and width for any lot
designated for single family use must be one-hundred-and-fifty (150) feet
measured at the front yard setback line in low density residential planned unit
developments.

(e) Height Regulations: The maximum height regulations for principal buildings and
structures located in a low density residential planned unit development shall be
35 feet for the principal residential structure.

(f) Accessory Structure Height Regulations: The maximum height regulations for any
bonus detached accessory building or structure permitted in a low density
residential planned unit development shall not be greater than thirty (30) feet
measured to the peak of the roof and from grade. BAB may have a basement.

(g) Spacing Between Buildings: The minimum requirements for adequate access
between and around principal and accessory buildings, except the BAB shall be no
less than twenty (20) feet.

(h) The Planning Commission may require bylaws in site condominiums or standards
in plats requiring that the BAB be landscaped, living space in compliance with the
Township Fire Code, including separate smoke alarms and fire walls; as well as
ensuring that BABs shall be architecturally similar to the primary residence and of
uniform exterior materials with that of the primary residence.

f. Open Space Requirements.

Special Exception Uses

Amount of Open Space Required: Within every PUD there shall be planned and set aside
permanently as part of the total development an amount of open space as follows:

(@) "R/OS", "A-1", "A" and "A-2" Districts: Not less than (1) the aggregate
accumulation of lot size reduction below the minimum lot area for the
development as a whole or (2) 20 percent of the total parcel size of the PUD,
whichever is greater.

(b)  "B-1"and "B-2" Districts: Not less than 20 percent of the total parcel size of the
PUD.
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(c) A minimum of 10% of the total PUD area shall be retained and designated as
open space. The Access drive to the PUD parcel shall be included in the open
space calculation. (See Section C.vi.a herein).

Before accepting the open space as meeting the requirements of this provision, the
Township Planning Commission must find the land thus designated to be sufficient in size for
practical uses and suitably located with adequate access. The Planning Commission must
further find that sufficient evidence has been presented that adequate arrangements will be
made for the maintenance of such designated land to relieve the Township of future
maintenance.

Arrangement of Open Space: All required open space within a planned unit development
shall be arranged so as to provide access and benefit to the maximum number of lots and/or
dwelling units. Separate tracts of open space shall have adequate access from at least one
point along a public street. The intent of the open space shall be to support the needs of
residents within the PUD as well as coordinating such open space with linkages to other open
space areas that may be utilized by the general public. Retention of an open space perimeter
along the public road right-of-way is required in order to retain the general character of the
area. All open space within a PUD shall be contiguous with the rest of the PUD.

g.  Application Procedure and Approval Process.

Special Exception Uses

General: Whenever any planned unit development is proposed, before any building permit
is granted, the developer shall apply for and secure approval of the Special Exception Use in
accordance with the following procedures and obtain approval of a Detailed Site Plan from
the Township Planning Commission.

Application for Sketch Plan Approval:

a) Inorder to allow the Township Planning Commission and the developer to reach
an understanding of basic design requirements prior to detailed site design
investment, the developer shall submit a sketch plan of his proposal to the
Planning Commission. The sketch plan shall be drawn to scale and clearly show
the following information;

i) Boundaries of the property.
ii) Location and height of all buildings.

iii)  Interior roadway system, parking facilities and all existing rights-of-way
and easements, whether public or private.

iv)  Delineation of the various residential areas indicating for each such area
its size and composition in terms of total number of dwelling units,
approximate percentage allocation by dwelling unit type, plus a calculation
of the residential density.

v) The interior open space system.
vi)  The overall storm water drainage system

vii)  If grades exceed 30 percent, or portions of the site have a moderate to high
susceptibility to erosion, or a moderate to high susceptibility to flooding
and/or ponding, an overlay outlining the above susceptible soil shall be
provided.

viii) Principal ties to the neighborhood and community with respect to
transportation, water supply and sewage disposal, or their alternatives.
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Special Exception Uses

b)

e)

f)

ix)  General description of the provision of other community facilities, such as
schools, recreational facilities, fire protection services, and cultural
facilities, if any, and some indication of how these needs are proposed to
be accommodated.

X)  Alocation map showing uses and ownership of abutting lands.
In addition, the following documentation shall accompany the Sketch Plan.

i) Evidence that the proposal is compatible with the objectives of the
community's Comprehensive Plan.

ii) General statement as to how common open space is to be owned and
maintained.

iii)  The Sketch Plan shall show the intended total project. If the development
is to be constructed in phases, a general indication of how the sequence of
phases is to proceed shall be identified.

The Township Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing or hearings on the
application for a planned unit development in accordance with the provisions of
Public Act 110 of 2006, as it may from time to time be amended". The notice
requirements contained in this ordinance for special exception uses and as
provided by Michigan law shall be followed for public hearings on a planned unit
development.

Following the public hearing, the Township Planning Commission shall, within 60
days, approve or disapprove the sketch plan and so notify the applicant of its
decision. The decision shall state the conclusions and the basis therefor, and shall
state any conditions required to be met by the applicant.

Approval of Sketch Plan shall not constitute approval of the detailed site plan,
rather it shall be deemed an expression of approval of the layout as a guide to
the preparation of the detailed site plan.

Request for changes in Sketch Plan. If it becomes apparent that certain elements
of the Sketch Plan, as it has been approved by the Township Planning
Commission, become unfeasible and in need of modification, the applicant shall
then resubmit his entire Sketch Plan, as amended, to the Township Planning
Commission pursuant to the above procedures.

Application for Detailed Site Plan Approval.

a)

After receiving approval from the Township Planning Commission on a Sketch
Plan, the applicant may prepare his Detailed Site Plan and submit it to the
Township Planning Commission for approval. However, if more than six months
has elapsed between the time of Sketch Plan approval, the Township Planning
Commission may require a resubmission of the Sketch Plan for further review
and possible revision.

The Detailed Site Plan shall conform to the Sketch Plan that has received
approval. It should incorporate any revisions or other features that may have
been recommended by the Township Planning Commission at the preliminary
review. All such conditions or compliance shall be clearly indicated by the
applicant on the plan or by attachment.

The Detailed Site Plan shall include the following information:
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Special Exception Uses

i)

An area map showing the applicant's entire holding, that portion of the
applicant's property under consideration, and all properties, subdivisions,
streets, utilities and easements within 300 feet of applicant's property .

A topographic map showing contour intervals of four feet of elevation or
less shall be provided.

A site plan showing location, proposed use and height of all buildings,
location of all parking areas, with access and egress drives thereto; location
of outdoor storage, if any; location of all existing or proposed site
improvements, including drains, culverts, retaining walls and fences,
description of method of water supply and sewage disposal and location
of such facilities; location and size of all signs; location and proposed
development of screened areas; location and design of lighting facilities;
and the amount of building area proposed for non-residential uses, if any.

A tracing overlay showing all soil types and their location, and those areas,
if any, with moderate to high susceptibility to erosion. For areas with
potential erosion problems, the overlay shall also include an outline and
description of existing vegetation.

d) Required Standards for Approval. The Township Planning Commission review of
the Detailed Site Plan shall include the following:

i)

vi)

vii)

viii)

ix)

Adequacy and arrangement of vehicular traffic access and circulation,
including intersections, road widths, channelization, traffic controls, and
pedestrian movement.

Location, arrangement, appearance and sufficiency of off-street parking.
Front yard setbacks of less than 40 feet and/or driveway spacing of less
than 20 feet shall require greater review of overall parking within the
development.

Location, arrangement, size and entrances of buildings, walkways and
lighting.

Relationship of the various uses to one another.

Adequacy, type and arrangement of trees, shrubs and other landscaping

constituting a visual and/or a noise deterring screen between adjacent
uses and adjoining lands.

In the case of multiple dwellings, the adequacy of usable open space for
playgrounds and recreation.

Adequacy of water supply, storm water and sanitary waste disposal
facilities.

Adequacy of structures, roadways, and landscaping in areas with moderate
to high susceptibility to flooding, ponding and/or erosion.

Compliance with all regulations of the Richland Township Zoning
Ordinance.

Action on Detailed Site Plan: The Township Planning Commission shall render its approval or
disapproval and so notify the applicant and Building Inspector. The Planning Commission
may require formal site plan review for individual elements of the overall PUD based upon
the need for greater detail as part of this approval process. Upon approval, the Township
may inspect the construction or progress on implementing the project consistent with the
approved site plan and ordinance specifications.
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V.

Revocation: In any case where construction on the Planned Unit Development has not
commenced within one year from the date of approval, then the site plan permit shall be
null and void.

5. Residential Accessory Buildings.

a. All references to accessory buildings in this Section shall apply only to residential accessory
buildings, including: private garages; carports; agriculturally used buildings on lots of five acres or
less and boat houses.

b. No accessory building may be used for human habitation.

C. Accessory buildings permitted without a special exception use permit:

1. New Building Distance from property line.

Lot Size Distance From Front Property Line

For Parcels Located in the AB, A-1

200’ or less Greater than 200’ For Parcels in the A,

A-2 Greater than 50’

1 acre or less 1632 sq. ft. 1632 sq. ft. 768 sq. ft.
1.01 to 2.5 acres 1632 sq. ft. 2208 sq. ft. 1,000 sq. ft.
2.51 to 4.99 acres 2208 sq. ft. Unlimited 1,632 sq. ft.
5.00 acres or more Unlimited Unlimited 2, 208 sq. ft.

Special Exception Uses

An accessory building which is structurally attached to the residence shall, unless expressly
provided otherwise, be subject to all requirements of this Section. The attached accessory
building shall be constructed of similar materials and appearance as the main building.

When an accessory building is not structurally attached to the residence it shall be located
in the side or rear yard. A corner lot shall be considered for purposes of this Section as having
two front yards. No special exception use approval is required for front yard accessory
buildings on parcels greater than 2.5 acres when setback not less than 200 feet from the
road right-of-way and not placed in front of the width of the dwelling.

Accessory buildings shall not:
(a)
(b)
(c)

Exceed a height of 20 [feet];
Occupy more than 40 percent of the total side and rear yard;

Exceed, in total floor area, the ground floor area of the residence on that lot. This
section does not apply to proposed accessory structures that are both over 200
feet from the road, on a lot of 2.5 acres or more, and shall not be located in the
front yard. (Ordinance No. 283, effective 9-1-21).

(d)

Be located in violation of the building setback requirements for the zoning
district in which it is located; or

(e)

Have a width greater than one-third of the width of the lot, or 24 feet, whichever
is greater.
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Where two or more contiguous lots are under common ownership and are either wholly
vacant or developed with one residence, all such lots shall be treated as one lot to determine
the total combined floor area permitted.

d.  Accessory buildings permitted with a special exception use permit:

1.

Special Exception Uses

Any accessory building not meeting the size, height, maximum rear yard coverage, or
location requirements set forth above, may be allowed as a special exception use, subject to
the conditionsin4.,5., 6.,and 7. below. If such request is connected to a request for variance
for the principal residence, the complete application shall be decided by the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

A boat house may be allowed as a special exception use, only for the benefit of the occupants
of the subject property, subject to the four conditions below as well as the requirements in
5., 6. and 7. that follow:

(a) Belocated adjacent to a navigable body of water, with no minimum setback.
(b) Be used to store one or more boats and boating accessories.
(c) Be established in compliance with all applicable State and local laws.

(d) Complies with all size, height and location requirements set forth in this section,
except as otherwise expressly approved by the Planning Commission.

A vacant parcel accessory building may be allowed as a special exception use in the "R/0S",
"AB","A-1", "A", "A2", and "B-1" zoning district classifications, subject to the two conditions
below as well as the requirements in 5., 6. and 7. that follow:

(a) A building permit application for the accessory building must be accompanied by
a building permit application for the principal residence. Only temporary
occupancy of the accessory building shall be given until final occupancy is
provided for the residence.

NOTE: An application for the principal residence with a proposed detached accessory
building may be approved by the Zoning Administrator where no temporary occupancy of
the accessory building is requested).

(b)  The building shall comply with all size, height, and location requirements set
forth in the site development requirements for the district in which it is located,
except as otherwise expressly approved by the Planning Commission.

An accessory building shall not be located in violation of the building setback requirements
for the zoning district in which it is located.

Proposed accessory building(s) shall not have a material adverse impact upon the owner and
occupants of surrounding properties. The Planning Commission shall have authority to
impose reasonable conditions, including reduction in size, to assure compliance with this
standard.

All applications requiring a special exception use permit hereunder shall be accompanied by
seven copies of a diagram of the subject property, drawn to a selected scale, containing the
following information:

(@) A NORTH arrow and a graphic scale be provided.
(b)  All property lines shall be shown with their dimensions.

(c) Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures (including the
height of all proposed accessory buildings) on the subject property and any
existing buildings on adjacent property within 50 feet of the subject property.
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(d) Location of any septic tank/or drywell on the subject property.

7.  Anapplication for a special exception use permit hereunder shall include a statement setting
forth the purpose(s) for which the proposed accessory building(s) will be used. No accessory
building allowed pursuant to this subsection shall be used for a purpose other than that
approved by the Planning Commission.

6. Churches and Private Educational Facilities subject to the following conditions:

a. Such facilities shall be setback no less than 50 feet from the property line and no less than 75 feet
from any residence on an adjacent parcel.

b. Expansion of facility utilization beyond the prescribed use, other than incidental accessory uses,
shall require rehearing on the application or request for an additional special exception if defined
within the ordinance.

7. Recreational Facilities subject to the following conditions:

a. Such facilities, due to their unique nature, shall be approved provided the nature of the use does
not create a potential for conflict that cannot be mitigated through noise abatement, screening
and buffering, limitations on hours of operation, additional setbacks or separation distances.

b. Within the R/OS District, such facilities shall be located in areas allowing for the preservation of
natural resources and maintenance of an open space perimeter around the site. Clubhouses or
other facilities that may be utilized for meeting or gathering shall be supported by necessary
parking facilities and centrally located. Promotion of such facilities for more commercial exposure
shall not be permitted.

8. Commercial Boarding or Breeding Kennels and Animal Daycare Facilities:

a. The application shall indicate the number and type of domesticated animals to be boarded,
with private boarding for four or more dogs deemed a kennel.

b. The minimum lot area shall be two (2) acres, requiring at least 100 square feet of outdoor
exercise area and building area per animal. Trained staff members must supervise all animals
being exercised outdoors at a ratio of no less than one staff member for every fifteen animals
(1:15).

c. There shall be a 40-foot setback from any adjacent property line for any building or structure
for housing the animals and all dog runs and exercise areas shall be set back at least 75 feet from
any property line. In addition, there shall be a 100-foot setback from all residential properties, and
no dog runs, or exercise areas shall be located within the yard abutting the residential property.
d. Dog runs and exercise areas shall not be located in any front yard or required side or rear yard
setback area and will be screened with fencing six (6) feet in height.

e. Landscaping (on the subject parcel) shall be provided on the outside of the perimeter required
fencing where such fencing is within 100 feet of an adjoining residence.

f. All principal use activities, other than outdoor dog runs or exercise areas, shall be conducted
within a completely enclosed building.

g. The Richland Township Noise Ordinance will be enforced for all kennels and animal day care
facilities, and no animals are permitted to be exercised out of doors between the hours of 10:00
p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Animals are allowed to be escorted individually and supervised during these
hours by a trained staff member only in an enclosed area.

h. A kennel, boarding facility, or animal daycare facility size must be adequate to accommodate any
commercial use so as not to create a nuisance or hazard to any potential adjacent residential properties.
Issues affected by the kennel or animal daycare size include, but are not limited to, setbacks, noise
reduction, adequate off-road space for the operation, and adequate parking, including all daily operations
including staff. Facilities established to support the activity shall be subject to site plan review and
approval. (Ord. 290, adopted 8-16-22).

9.  Airport or Private Landing Strip subject to the following conditions:
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The airport or landing strip shall be subject to the approval process of the FAA and any State or
County certifications, licensing or regulations relating to the development (runway length, lighting,
etc.) or operation (hours, noise levels, etc.)

The location of the runway (landing strip), hangers or any other storage buildings shall be setback
200 feet from any property line.

10. Roadside Stand, Permanent: Such use shall include the construction of a building subject to the following

conditions:

a. The stand shall be located no closer than 50 feet to the road right-of-way.

b.  The building or stand may not exceed 500 square feet unless the building is setback an additional
50 feet for each 100 square foot increase in building size.

c. Off-street parking shall require one space for each 100 square feet of building area and arranged
to avoid any backing onto the roadway. The minimum entrance/exit width shall be a combined 24
feet, or may be split into separate entrances and exits if identified.

d. One sign, not to exceed 18 square feet in area, shall be located no closer than 20 feet to the road
right-of-way and shall not pose a traffic hazard based upon visibility or design. The seasonal hours
of operation shall be indicated on the sign.

e. The use is limited to the sale of products produced per the Generally Accepted Agricultural
Management Practices (GAAMPS) established by the Michigan Department of Agricultural as
amended. =Outdoor display of products shall be limited to 20 feet from the road right-of-way.

f. The applicant shall be responsible for removal of outdoor display areas when not in season and

maintenance of the property in a safe and healthful manner, including trash receptacles.

11. High Density Animal Feeding (Intensive Livestock) Operations subject to the following conditions:

a.
b.
C.

d.

Reserved for future use.
Reserved for future use.
Reserved for future use.

Reserved for future use.

12. Veterinary Clinic/Animal Hospital subject to the following conditions:

a.

Such use shall be located along a paved county road and be accessible to the county primary
system where feasible.

The facilities shall include outdoor runs or fenced areas directly attached to the facility. If the
facility provides for boarding of animals, such pens or runs shall be setback 100 feet from the
property line and 200 feet from any adjoining residence.

A sign, not exceeding 18 square feet in area shall be setback no less than 20 feet from the road
right-of-way and include the days and hours of operation unless posted on the front entrance to
the facility.

13. Hospital/Medical Clinic subject to the following conditions:

a.

All buildings or structures shall be setback from any existing residence or residential zone a
minimum distance of 200 feet.

Any entrance for emergency vehicles shall not be located on a residential street or pass through a
residential neighborhood unless such access, in the judgement of the planning commission, cannot
be otherwise situated.

14. Residential Care Facilities subject to the following conditions:
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a. All such uses shall comply with state licensing requirements and meet the definitions established
for such categories of use within Section 1 of this ordinance. The applicant shall indicate the
number of persons to be cared for and the contact person for the facility.

14A. Group Child Care Home subject to the following conditions:

a. For group child care homes, the proposed home shall not be located closer than 1,500 feet to any
other licensed group child care home, an adult foster care small group or large group home, nor
any substance abuse facility providing services to 6 or more people, or a community correction
center, resident home, halfway house or other facility provided treatment or incarceration under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections.

b. The Planning Commission shall consider the impact on the neighborhood and establish
requirements for fencing where appropriate. The Planning Commission may also limit the
operation of the group child care home between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. Such uses shall
also adhere to any sign and parking regulations for such use.

15. Essential Services subject to the following conditions:

a. The proposed use shall be consistent with those uses defined within Section 1 [300.100] of this
Ordinance. In most instances, essential services shall be considered a permitted use. Within the
Mobile Home Park District they are established as a special exception use based upon potential for
conflict due to state approved regulations. Within this district, the Planning Commission may
impose conditions that protect and preserve the primary residential use.

16. Commercial warehouse and mini-storage facilities subject to the following conditions:

a. All storage or warehousing must be done within an enclosed building unless outdoor storage has
been approved by the Planning Commission and appropriate screening is identified on the site
plan.

b.  All areas utilized for parking and access shall be paved and provide lighting, with such illumination
limited to the property. Fencing and other security measures shall be employed and no business
of a retail nature shall be conducted at the storage facility.

17. Boat Houses and Boat Storage facilities subject to the following conditions:

a. The storage use shall be the primary use and any repair activities shall be secondary and incidental
to the primary storage use. Repair activities may only be conducted within an enclosed building.

b. Such use shall not be considered accessory to a residential use and shall only be located within a
commercial or industrial zone.

18. Hotels and Motels subject to the following conditions:

a. Such use shall be limited to no more than 16 rooming units per acre and each unit shall be no less
than 200 square feet in area without cooking facilities and 300 square feet with such cooking
facilities.

b.  The applicant shall adhere to the parking and sign requirements for such use in Section 19
[300.1900] and clearly define the location of such on the required site plan.

19. Gasoline service station subject to the following conditions:

a.  The applicant shall not locate any pumps or underground storage tanks within 50 feet of any
private property line and no closer than 30 feet to any public right-of-way. This location shall be
indicated on the required site plan.

b. Any repair activities shall be secondary and incidental to the primary gasoline service or
convenience store operation. Such activities may also be conducted within an enclosed building
and no more than two vehicles awaiting repair may be parked on the premises.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Drive-in and drive-through establishments subject to the following conditions:

a.

The applicant must meet the required parking standards for such use as well as identify access and
drive-through lanes on the required site plan. The drive-through lane shall be no less than 100 feet
in length in order to support at least five vehicles in line and the lane width shall be no less than
12 feet. This lane shall be clearly identified (marked) on the pavement.

Where such uses are adjacent to a residential use or residential zone, there shall be opaque
screening of no less than six feet in height.

Places of Amusement (including commercial recreation) subject to the following conditions:

a.

Such uses shall include, but not be limited to, bowling alleys, billiard parlors, movie theaters and
other indoor facilities, including domed driving ranges, video/arcade or outdoor facilities such as
miniature golf. The wide variety of uses shall require the Planning Commission to determine the
appropriate screening or buffering of such use from adjoining land use.

At a minimum, the use shall incorporate parking in the front of the facility in order to reduce
conflict associated with turning movements due to peak demand periods. Access shall be clearly
marked (enter/exit signs) and be separated depending upon the scope of the facility and the traffic
counts along the roadway.

Contractor's establishment/lumber yard or similar use subject to the following conditions:

a.

Such uses shall include establishments that incorporate either retail or office facilities and outdoor
storage of materials or equipment. Such use combines elements of commercial and industrial use
and the Planning Commission shall determine appropriate screening or buffering of such use from
adjoining land use.

At a minimum, the use shall not allow for outdoor storage in the front yard and the retail or office
use shall include parking separate from the storage area and adjacent to the building where service
is provided. Access and parking within the storage area shall be clearly defined and separated from
material or equipment storage. The storage area shall be fenced and secured in order to provide
security during non-hours of operation.

Trucking related facilities subject to the following conditions:

a.

The industrial nature of such facilities shall require the Planning Commission to determine
appropriate screening and buffering of such use from adjoining land use.

Any areas defined for truck storage or parking shall be placed within the rear yard. Any repair or
service activities shall be conducted within an enclosed building. Due to the size of the vehicles,
additional drive width and access lanes shall be incorporated to minimize conflict from turning
movements.

Agricultural processing or light manufacturing operations subject to the following conditions:

a.

The use shall be compatible with adjoining land use or shall be sufficiently screened and buffered
to minimize potential conflict.

Adult Entertainment uses subject to the following conditions:

Purpose: Regulation of adult entertainment uses is directed at protection of the health, safety and welfare of
Township residents through the establishment of conditions by which such use may be approved. The intent
is to minimize the negative impacts of such use, including potential blight and nuisance activity associated with
such adult uses. It is not the intent of this ordinance to regulate the content of materials associated with the
use, rather the separation of incompatible uses that may result in loss of property value.

District: Adult entertainment uses are special exception uses within the "E" Industrial District. Such use is
deemed to be incompatible with uses permitted within the agricultural, residential and commercial districts
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and the site development regulations provide for increased set back and lot area to further reduce such
incompatibility.

Definitions: Such uses defined are not intended to be an exclusive list of adult entertainment. Any such use
required to be licensed or inspected shall be included within this definition of adult entertainment even if not
specifically listed under this subsection:

Adult booth, arcade, motion picture or mini-motion picture theater or similar use that presents material
which displays images emphasizing matter depicting or describing "Specified Sexual Activities" or
"Specified Anatomical Areas" as defined. Such uses shall be within an enclosed building or enclosed room
within the building and shall not be viewed or displayed immediately upon entering said building or
room.

Adult book store, adult novelty store or adult video store or similar use which offers for rent or sale
material which displays images emphasizing matter depicting or describing "Specified Sexual Activities"
or "Specified Anatomical Areas" as defined. Such stores that limit the concentration of such material to
an "adult only" section, encompassing less than 25 percent of the usable floor area and less than 25
percent of the gross receipts from sales or rentals, shall not be considered under this definition or
regulated as "adult entertainment".

Adult cabaret, nightclub, theater or similar establishment which features live performances by dancers
(topless, go-go or exotic as examples), strippers or similar entertainers, where the performers feature
live display of "Specified Anatomical Areas" or describe "Specified Sexual Activities".

Adult motel or adult lodging establishment or similar use that provides materials for sale or rent,
including in-room videos, which displays images emphasizing matter depicting or describing "Specified
Sexual Activities" or "Specified Anatomical Areas". Such facilities shall clearly advertise the availability of
such adult entertainment.

Adult personal service or physical culture business or similar uses including massage parlors, health spas,
saunas or steam baths where the person providing the service is nude or partially nude as defined as
having attire which reveals "Specified Anatomical Areas".

Specified Anatomical Areas are areas of the body, less than completely or opaquely covered, including
human genitals, the pubic region, buttock or female breast area below a point immediately above the
top of the areola. This definition shall also include human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state even
if completely and opaquely covered.

Specified Sexual Activities include human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal, acts of
human masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy or fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals,
the pubic region, buttock or female breast.

Conditions: In order to reduce or mitigate the incompatibility of such uses with surrounding uses, the following
conditions shall apply for adult entertainment:

1. All such facilities shall meet any State licensing requirements, fire regulations or other state or local
requirements for operation.

2. All such facilities shall provide for separate male and female restrooms and such restrooms shall
be free to the public.

3.  The entrance to such facilities shall be clearly posted "For Adults Only" and anyone entering the
facility shall be asked for permanent identification to determine that no person under the age of
18 is allowed.

4, Signage shall adhere to the Township sign regulations and no advertisement shall be visible from
the exterior of the facility related to the display or description of materials defined as "Specified
Sexual Activities" or Specified Anatomical Areas" or any language considered slang providing for
the same description.
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5. A site plan shall be submitted which meets the Township's standards for site plan review, including
landscaping and lighting that will decrease the incompatibility with surrounding uses. The site plan
shall also indicate any existing uses, buildings or structures within 500 feet of the property.

6.  The site for such adult entertainment use shall not be located within 500 feet of any community
facilities, including churches, schools or other public buildings.

7. The site for such adult entertainment use shall not be located within 500 feet of any residence or
from a residential zoning district.

8. The site for such adult entertainment use shall not be located within 1,000 feet of any other adult
entertainment use as defined in this ordinance.

9. Parking areas shall be well lit and no loitering or congregation of patrons outside of the facility shall
be allowed by the proprietor of the business.

Exempt Uses: Any use that is licensed or certified for purposes of other professional service, including barbers
or beauticians, massage or physical therapists, athletic trainers or other professions where bodily contact is
anticipated as part of the service, shall be exempt from these provisions so long as the use does not extend to
providing services similar to those identified under this section.

26. Agri-tainment shall be subject to the following conditions:
a. The site must be located at an active farm operation.

b. A farm’s size must be adequate to accommodate any agricultural tourism use so as not to
create a nuisance or hazard. Issues affected by the farm’s size include, but are not limited to,
setbacks, noise reduction, adequate off-road space for the operation, and adequate parking
for all farm activities including all daily operations and special events. Facilities established to
support the activity shall be subject to site plan review and approval. Parking calculations shall
be based upon the collective on-site uses, the seasonal nature of the operation, and/or the
projected attendance for the amusement activities.

c. All uses permitted in this Section shall only be accessed by a public road within the Township
and shall not create increased traffic or safety hazards causing a nuisance to nearby residents
or increase the public cost to maintain the roadway.

d. No parking of any vehicle will be permitted in any right-of-way.

e. Site plans shall properly show emergency vehicle accessibility following township
regulations. No alteration to the layout of any parking area is allowed without a formal site
plan amendment to ensure emergency vehicle accessibility.

f.  Any agri-tainment business must meet all township ordinances and any other local, state, or
federal regulations and codes.

g. The following agricultural, commercial entertainment, or tourism operations may be
permitted after a special exception use review pursuant to this Ordinance, provided that the
agricultural heritage and character of the site are respected and maintained:

1. Self-Harvest (U-Pick) Farms and Orchards
Cut-your-Own Christmas Tree Farms

Seasonal Outdoor Mazes

Hayrides

2

3

4. Pumpkin Patches
5

6. Arts & Crafts Fairs
7

Outdoor Festivals
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8. Petting Farms
9. Cider Mills
10. Other non-motorized family activities

11. The processing, storage, and retail or wholesale marketing of agricultural
products into a value-added agricultural product containing agricultural products
grown on-site or regionally.

12. Kitchen facilities for the processing, cooking, or baking of goods featuring
agricultural products grown on-site or regionally.

13. Tasting of farm-related products (See 300.103 — Definitions)

h. 14. Gift shops and markets for the sale of agricultural products and agriculturally-related
products. Gift shops that sell non-agriculturally related products are limited to 25% of the total
number of items offered. (ordinance No. 291, replaced with Gull Meadow Ordinance,
Ordinance No. 302 to return to regular agri-tainment )

(Ord.No. 291 effective 9-2-22; Ord. No. effective January 5, 2024); Ord No.  effective )
27. Restaurants subject to the following conditions:

a.  The approval shall be based upon an established listing of hours of operation, type of approved
liquor license (if any) and maximum number of patrons that can be served from the premises.

28. New and Used Vehicle Sales and Service, with such use including farm machinery, manufactured or
mobile homes, or similar vehicle or equipment sales and service subject to the following conditions:

a. The application shall list the number and location of vehicles for sale and the anticipated number
of employees required for that percentage of the business.

b.  The application shall list the number of service stalls and the location of vehicles awaiting repair
and the anticipated number of employees required for that percentage of the business.

c. The required site plan shall indicate the layout and design of such facilities, indicating the display
areas, the required parking for employees and the location for service activities. The display areas
shall be setback at least 50 feet from the road right-of-way.

29. Open Air Display shall be considered a special exception use whether it be the primary use or secondary
to the principal permitted or special exception use, subject to the following conditions:

a. The display area shall be clearly indicated on the approved site plan and the type of materials or
equipment displayed shall be specifically listed on the application.

b.  Open air display areas shall be paved or have a gravel surface, as specified by the Planning
Commission. The Planning Commission shall have authority to waive this requirement if the
Planning Commission determines, in its sole reasonable discretion, that because of the nature of
the outdoor display, the nature of the site upon which it is located and/or the nature of the
surrounding area, the waiver will not have a material adverse impact on the ability of the open air
display area(s) to satisfy the applicable standards for special exception use approval and/or site
plan approval set forth in this ordinance.

c. The materials or equipment shall be displayed in an area that meets the yard setback regulations
for buildings within the district in which it is located. The Planning Commission may require
screening along any property line where such display area would negatively impact such adjoining
property.
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No additional signs may be utilized for advertising unless incorporated into the approved sign
permit with the location indicated on the approved site plan.

There shall be no use of tarps, tents or any other type of covering or structure unless such use has
been approved as part of this special exception use and is within the required building envelope
established by the yard setback requirements.

Not less than a twenty (20) foot deep landscape strip shall be developed and maintained adjoining
any public road right-of-way, unless specifically waived by the Planning Commission.

The proposed display area shall not eliminate any of the parking spaces for the approved use unless
the applicant has surplus parking beyond that required or provides a revised site plan showing
where the additional parking spaces shall be located. The Planning Commission may waive
required parking standards where such use is limited to temporary or seasonal display.

The Planning Commission may limit the duration and/or the days and hours of operation based
upon the nature of the open air display and the impact upon the surrounding area.

30. Two Family Dwellings subject to the following conditions:

A.

The minimum lot area and minimum lot width shall adhere to the site development regulations for
such use within the "A-2" zoning district.

Where such two-family dwelling is abutting a single family dwelling in the same zone, the side yard
setback shall be no less than 20 feet. Where such two-family dwelling is abutting a single family
dwelling in a higher zoning district, the side yard setback shall be no less than 30 feet.

The Planning Commission may impose landscape or screening requirements where such buffer is
needed beyond the required side yard setbacks.

31. Light Industrial Uses may be permitted within the "D" Regional Commercial District subject to the
following conditions:

a.

There shall be an existing facility on the site that either has been used for industrial purposes in
the past or is of such square footage or design where industrial utilization is clearly more
marketable than a permitted commercial use within the zoning district.

The lot area shall be a minimum of five acres.

No more than five residential dwellings shall be within 500 feet of the existing building or any
building expansion area of the site.

Such use shall front directly onto an existing state highway (M-89 or M-43).

The industrial utilization of the site shall not be detrimental to existing commercial uses or the
development of new commercial uses located on any land zoned for commercial use.

32. Parent/Grandparent Accessory Apartment (PGAA), subject to the following conditions:

1.

The PGAA may only be occupied by a parent or grandparent of an occupant of the principal
dwelling and/or the spouse or widow/widower of such parent or grandparent.

The PGAA shall be physically attached to the principal dwelling.
The PGAA and the principal dwelling shall be internally accessible to one another.

Other than a separate entrance/exit, there shall be no external evidence of the existence of the
PGAA.

No more than two persons may reside in the PGAA.

An application for a special exception use permit for a PGAA shall include a written statement from
the applicant setting forth the measures that will be taken by the applicant to reintegrate the PGAA
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into the principal dwelling as one combined dwelling unit (e.g. removal of kitchen facilities, removal
of door(s) separating the PGAA and the principal dwelling) once the PGAA ceases to be occupied
in the manner set forth in condition "1" above. Failure of an applicant and/or his/her successor in
interest to act in accordance with this statement (or to take alternative measures approved by the
Planning Commission) shall be a violation of this Ordinance.

7. The PGAA shall not have a material adverse impact upon the owners and/or occupants of
surrounding properties. The Planning Commission shall have authority to impose reasonable
conditions to assure compliance with this standard.

8. The PGAA shall be subject to annual inspection by the Richland Township Zoning Administrator or
other official designated by the Richland Township Board to assure continued compliance with this
Ordinance.

9. Prior to any special exception use permit approval hereunder taking effect, the applicant shall file
with the Planning Commission an affidavit that:

a. Is in a form recordable with the Kalamazoo County Register of Deeds and approved by the
Planning Commission;

b. Contains a legal description of the lot or parcel on which the PGAA is located;

c. Gives notice that the PGAA may only be utilized in accordance with the terms of the Richland
Township Zoning Ordinance and the special exception use permit granted for the PGAA,
which terms run with the land and are binding upon any successor owners of the land;

d. Contains a statement acknowledging that the affidavit may be recorded by Richland
Township with the Register of Deeds of Kalamazoo County, Michigan; and

e. Contains the notarized signatures of all of the owners of the subject land.
33. Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS)

a. Purpose: The regulation of wind energy conversion systems, including the height, minimum lot
area and required setbacks for such systems, is intended to provide for an alternative source of
power generation while protecting the health, safety and welfare of Township residents.

b.  Definition: Wind energy conversion systems: A system which converts wind energy into electricity
through the use of a wind turbine generator and includes the turbine, blades, and tower as well as
related equipment. A "small turbine/on-site" system is intended to primarily serve the needs of
the customer, with a single tower that that may, or may not, be connected to the utility grid. A
"large turbine/utility grid system" is designed to generate electricity from one or more towers
(within an array) and is intended to serve institutions, residential communities or larger
cooperatives.

c. Special exception use: Due to the concerns related to health, safety and welfare, such systems shall
be regulated as special exception uses within all zoning districts. Any "small turbine, on site" system
not exceeding 50 feet in height shall be exempt from these special exception use requirements.
The following requirements shall be met and the Planning Commission may impose additional
conditions where appropriate:

1) Inaddition to the requirements for site plan review, the site plan of the property shall show
the location of overhead electrical transmission or distribution lines, whether utilized or not,
and the location of the WECS with its specific dimensions, including the entire area through
which the rotor(s) may pass, the location of any guy wires or other support devices, and the
location of all dwelling units within five hundred (500) feet of the WECS.

2) Each special exception use permit application shall be accompanied by a complete set (either
the original or an accurately reproduced copy) of the manufacturer's instructions which shall,
at a minimum, include the following: A standard foundation and anchor design or
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specifications for normal soil conditions; Detailed instructions for operation and
maintenance of the WECS on site; A copy of all warnings and/or documents provided by the
manufacturer of the WECS; Grounding and lightning procedures protection which follow the
National Electrical Code, Articles 250 (Grounding) and 280 (Lightning Arresters). In addition,
the Underwriters Label shall be attached to the base of the tower and any subsystem, such
as the generator. The following information shall also be included with the application: The
name, address, and telephone number of the owner of the tower/subsystem;
Manufacturer's name and address; Model number; Emergency and normal shutdown
procedures; The survival wind speed in miles per hour and meters per second for the tower
and the maximum power output for the generator.

Following installation, the Name of installer; Name of person responsible for maintenance;
Emergency telephone number in force for the installer and the person responsible for
maintenance shall be attached to the base of the tower.

Electromagnetic Interference: The entire WECS (including turbines, alternators, generators,
and interconnect systems) shall be filtered and/or shielded to prevent the emission of
generated radio frequency energy which would cause any interference with radio, and/or
television broadcasting or reception, and shall comply with Federal Communication
Commission Rules.

Noise: The maximum level of noise permitted to be generated by any WECS shall be fifty (50)
decibels, as measured on the DBA scale, measured at the property line nearest the WECS.
The Planning Commission may request that a baseline study of the decibel levels existing
prior to the installation be included as required documentation for review.

d.  Site development: The following site development requirements shall apply:

1)

Special Exception Uses

Lot Area/Setbacks: No "small turbine/on-site" WECS shall be erected on any lot or parcel less
than one (1) acre in area and no "large turbine/utility grid" WECS shall be erected on any
parcel less than twenty (20) acres in area. The tower(s) shall be situated on the lot or parcel
so that no portion of the tower or turbine is closer to above-ground utility lines and/or
property lines than 150% of the height of the tower as defined in [2] below. For roof-
mounted systems, the minimum setback from any property line shall be no less than 110%
of the combined height of the roof location and system, including any blades.

Height: The maximum allowable height for any "small turbine/on-site" WECS, based upon
the combined tower and rotor blade length, shall be forty (40) feet for parcels of one (1) to
less than five (5) acres, eighty (80) feet for parcels of five (5) to less than ten (10) acres and
up to one hundred and twenty (120) feet for parcels of ten (10) acres or more. The maximum
allowable height for any "large turbine/utility grid" WECS, based upon the combined tower
and rotor blade length, shall be three hundred (300) feet. The Planning Commission may
waive this height requirement where this would not negatively impact adjoining properties.
Ground Clearance: For both horizontal and vertical axis turbines, the WECS rotor shall be
located on the tower or support such that the blade clearance above ground level is not less
than 20 feet.

Accessibility: Towers shall be designed and constructed in such a manner that climbing
devices are only accessible with a separate ladder to a height of 12 feet.

Connection to power grid: In the case of a WECS to be interconnected with the power grid of
the local electric utility, the applicant shall provide proof of written notice to the utility of
the proposed interconnection and the utility's response thereto.

Vibration: Under no circumstances shall a WECS produce vibrations humanly perceptible
beyond lot boundaries.
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6)  Additional studies: The applicant may offer and submit, or the Planning Commission may
require that the applicant submit, studies related to noise, vibration, or similar issues that
may be considered a nuisance. In addition, studies may be required to address avian and
wildlife impact, visual impacts, shadow flicker (changes in light intensity caused by the
moving blade) or similar issues related to the compatibility of the proposed use in the
requested location.

e. Plan for WECS Removal: The applicant shall submit with its application a plan that indicates the
design life of the WECS, the estimated cost for the removal of the WECS and the manner in which
the WECS shall be removed and the site reclaimed once the WECS is no longer in operation. The
owner of the WECS shall within 120 days after the WECS ceases to be in operation either (1)
remove the WECS in accordance with the removal plan submitted hereunder or (2) repair or
replace the deficient WECS component(s) and resume operation of the WECS. All replacement
components shall conform in all material respects to the components they replace, (e.g., height,
setback, noise, vibration, shadow flicker, wildlife impact, other impacts on the surrounding area)
or receive amended special exception use permit approval from the Planning Commission. The
Planning Commission shall have authority, if it deems it necessary to assure satisfaction of the
general standards for special exception use permit approval, to require the applicant to file and
maintain with the Township a financial guaranty in an adequate amount to cover the cost of the
proper removal of the WECS. The financial guaranty shall be in the form of cash, certified check or
an irrevocable bank letter of credit in a form acceptable to the Township and shall give the
Township the right, but not the obligation, to use such funds to cause the removal of the WECS if
the owner fails to do so within the time frame prescribed herein.

34. Bed and Breakfast Inn, subject to the following conditions:

1.  The Inn shall include only the kitchen facilities serving the primary residence and no such facilities
shall be provided for in the guest sleeping rooms. The use of any accessory buildings for purposes
of large gatherings shall either use such kitchen facilities serving the residence or shall be catered
from outside sources.

2. No more than six (6) separate guest sleeping rooms are permitted to be utilized for compensation.
No conference rooms, gift shops or similar retail use shall be permitted unless specifically approved
by the Planning Commission. The use of any accessory buildings for purposes of large gatherings
or events may be permitted subject to Planning Commission approval.

3.  There shall be parking provided based upon two (2) spaces for the primary residence and not less
than one (1) additional space for each guest sleeping room. Such parking area shall not be located
in the front yard unless setback not less than 100 feet from the road right-of-way. Approval of
accessory buildings for large gatherings or events shall be subject to temporary or seasonal parking
equivalent to one space for every four (4) persons attending such event.

4, No more than one (1) non-resident employee is permitted with the exception of temporary
workers during special events.

35. Brewery, Micro-Brewery, Brewpub, Wine Maker or Spirit Manufacturing and Sales, C-1, C-2, D, D-1
Districts, subject to the following conditions:

1.  Such use may not be located within 500 feet of a church or school, unless such entity does not file
an objection with the Liquor Control Commission.

2. Such use shall be subject to State licensing requirements and provide the Township with a copy of
their license and notify the Township of any changes in its licensing status.

36. Reserved.

37. Solar Energy Systems.
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Definitions related to Solar Energy Systems. For the purpose of this section of the Ordinance,
certain terms and words are herewith defined as follows: Words used in the present tense include the
future; words used in the singular number include the plural, and words in the plural number include the
singular; the word "subordinate building" includes the word "structure"; the word "shall" is mandatory and
not directory. Any words not herein defined shall be construed as defined in the Housing Code of Michigan,
Act 167, Public Acts of 1917, and the Amendments thereto.

Accessory-Use Solar Energy System: An accessory solar energy system generating up to and
including one (1) Mega Watt Direct Current (MW DC) installed and used for the primary purpose of serving
on-site uses and to provide power for use by owners, lessees, tenants, residents, or other occupants of the
lot on which it is erected. It may be comprised of or similar to the following: building-integrated
photovoltaic systems (“BIPV”), ground-mounted solar energy collectors, solar-thermal, and/or building-
mounted solar energy collectors.

Ancillary Solar Equipment: Any accessory part or device of a solar energy system that does not
require direct access to sunlight, such as batteries, electric meters, inverters, converters, or water heater
tanks.

Building-Integrated Photo Voltaic Solar Energy System (“BIPV”): A solar energy system that is an
integral part of a primary or accessory building or structure (rather than a separate mechanical device),
replacing or substituting for an architectural or structural component of the building or structure. Building-
integrated systems include but are not limited to, photovoltaic or hot water solar energy systems contained
within roofing materials, windows, skylights, and awnings.

Building Mounted Solar Energy System: A solar energy system mounted upon racking or a support
system mounted to the exterior surface of, but not the roof, of a building or structure.

Dual Use: A solar energy system that employs one or more of the following land management
and conservation practices throughout the project site:

A A. Pollinator Habitat: Solar sites are designed to meet a score of seventy-six (76) or more
on the Michigan Pollinator Habitat Planning Scorecard for Solar Sites. Alternatively, the Tier 2
Pollinator Scorecard developed by the Rights-of-way as Habitat Working Group can be used to
evaluate Conservation Cover: Solar sites designed in consultation with conservation organizations
that focus on restoring native plants, grasses, and prairie to protect specific species (e.g., bird
habitat) or provide specific ecosystem services (e.g., carbon sequestration, soil health).

B. Forage for Grazing: Solar sites that incorporate rotational livestock grazing and forage
production as part of an overall vegetative maintenance plan.

C. Agrivoltaics: Solar sites that combine raising crops for food, fiber, or fuel and generating
electricity within the project area to maximize land use.

D. Dual Use: This does not include the use of solar arrays on parcels or lots that already have
an established use, such as dwellings, commercial buildings, etc.

Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System: A solar energy system mounted on ground mounted

supports, like a rack or pole that is attached to or rests on the ground.

Maximum Tilt: The maximum angle of a solar array (i.e., most vertical position) for capturing solar

radiation compared to the horizon line.

Minimum Tilt: The minimal angle of a solar array (i.e., most horizontal position) for capturing solar

radiation compared to the horizon line.
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Non-Participating Parcel(s): One or more existing lots or parcels for which there is not a signed

lease or easement for the development of a principal-use (large) SES associated with the Applicant’s project.

Participating Parcel(s): One or more lots under a signed lease or easement for the development of

a principal-use (large) SES associated with the applicant’s project.

Photovoltaic (PV) System: A semiconductor material that generates electricity from sunlight.

Principal-Use (Large) Solar Energy System: A commercial and/or utility principal-use solar energy
system generating more than one (1) Mega Watt Direct Current for the primary purpose of off-site use

through the electrical grid or export to the wholesale market.

Property Owner or Lessor: Any person, agent, firm, corporation, limited liability company, or
partnership that alone, jointly, or severally with others: (1) has legal or equitable ownership or title to any
premises, dwelling, or dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual possession thereof: or (2) has
charge, possession care, or control of any premises, dwelling or dwelling unit, as an agent of the owner or
as executor, administrator, trustee, or guardian of the estate of the beneficial owner. The person shown on
the records of the Kalamazoo County Register of Deeds to be the owner of a particular property shall be

presumed to be the person who owns or is in control of that property.

Repowering: Reconfiguring, renovating, or replacing a solar energy system to maintain or increase

the power rating of the solar energy system within the existing project footprint.

Retrofit: To install, fit, update, or adapt a device or equipment to a pre-existing solar energy

system.

Roof-Mounted Solar Energy System: A solar energy system mounted on racking that is attached to

or ballasted on the roof of a building or structure.

Solar Array: A photovoltaic panel, solar thermal collector, or collection of panels or collectors in a

solar energy (electric energy or other energy) system that collects solar radiation.

Solar Collector Surface: Any part of a solar energy system that absorbs solar energy for use in the
system’s transformation process. The collector surface does not include frames, supports, and mounting

hardware.

Solar Energy: Radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form of heat or

light by a solar energy system.

Solar Energy System (SES): A photovoltaic system or solar thermal system for generating and/or
storing electricity or heat, including all above and below-ground equipment or components required for
the system to operate properly and to be secured to a roof surface, building surface, or the ground. This
includes any necessary operations and maintenance building(s) but does not include any temporary
construction offices, substation(s), or other transmission facilities between the SES and the point of
interconnection to the electric grid. pollinator habitat and management practices.
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Solar Thermal System: A system of equipment that converts sunlight into heat.

UL Listed: Refers to the Underwriters Laboratory product certification database.

Weed: Native or non-native plant that is not valued in the place where it is growing

PART 1 GROUND-MOUNTED ACCESSORY USE SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS.

(A) (1) Applicability. This section applies only to ground-mounted accessory solar energy systems to
provide energy for the owners, lessees, tenants, residents, or other occupants of the lot on which it is
erected. This section does not apply to any incidental solar collector mounted on fences, lights, poles,
or on the ground with collector surface areas less than five (5) square feet in area, nor does this Section
apply to principal use (large) solar energy systems, which are regulated in Section 300.1800(37)(b).
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the sale of limited excess power through a net
billing or net-metering arrangement.

(A) (2) Requirements and Standards

ii.

V.

Special Exception Use Approval Required for Ground Mounted Solar Energy Systems. No

ground-mounted accessory use solar energy system shall be installed or operated except in
compliance with this section and must receive a special exception use approval before
receiving a zoning permit from the Zoning Administrator, with the only exception being the

replacement of a previously approved system of similar dimension and location.

Applications. In addition to all other required application submission items as listed in Section
300.1800A, equipment and unit renderings, elevation drawings, and site plans depicting the
location and distances from all lot lines and adjacent structures shall be submitted along with
the zoning permit application for review by the Zoning Administrator in a hard copy or

electronic form as may be required by the Zoning Administrator.

Glare and Reflection. The exterior surfaces of solar energy collectors shall be generally neutral
in color and substantially non-reflective of light. Such collectors shall not be installed or
located so that sunlight or glare is reflected into neighboring buildings or adjacent roads.

Installation.

(a) An accessory use solar energy or solar-thermal systems shall be permanently and
safely attached to the ground, structure, or building. Solar energy collectors and their
installation and use shall comply with all building and electrical codes and all other applicable
Township and State requirements.

(b) Accessory use solar energy systems shall be installed, maintained, and used only
in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. Upon request, a copy of such
specifications shall be submitted to the Township prior to installation.

Power Lines. On-site power lines between solar panels and inverters shall be installed and

maintained underground pursuant to applicable building and electrical codes.

vi.

Solar-Thermal Systems. These systems may be established as accessory uses to principal uses in

all zoning districts. All system elements except solar collectors and those components within a fully
enclosed building shall be underground.
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vii. Abandonment and Removal. The homeowner must remove an inoperable ground-mounted solar
energy collector system. If a ground-mounted accessory use solar energy collector system is visibly in
disrepair, examples of disrepair include but are not limited to broken supports or panels, obvious neglect,
mold or mildew, or obvious moisture in the casing, and it must be removed within one (1) month from
the date of notification supplied by the Township.

viii. Setbacks.

(a) Rear and Side Yards. The equipment and collectors shall be located in the rear yard or the
side yard and shall be setback twice (2x) the required setback distance for the zoning district in which
they are located.

(b) Front Yard. The equipment and collectors may be located in the front yard only if located
no less than two hundred (200) feet from the front lot line (as measured from the road right-of-way).
The Planning Commission has the authority to require reasonable screening to protect surrounding
properties from adverse impacts created by the proposed site plan (see Screening
300.1800(37)(a)(x)).

ix.  Obstruction. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not obstruct or impede solar access to
adjacent properties.

X. Screening. The Planning Commission, in its sole discretion, may require screening for accessory
use ground-mounted solar energy systems.

xi.  Maximum Number.

(a) Residential Use. There shall be no more than one (1) accessory use ground-mounted solar
energy system per principal use on a lot.
(b) Agricultural, Commercial, or Industrial Uses. Agricultural, Commercial, or Industrial uses

may contain more than one accessory ground-mounted solar energy collector system per principal
use on a lot but may not exceed the total number of buildings present on the property.

xii. Maximum Size.

(a) Residential Use. There shall be no more than one percent (1%) of the lot area used by the
solar energy system. Measurements shall be taken from the exterior sides of all panels, equipment,
and surface area when not tilted or extended.

(b) Agricultural, Commercial, or Industrial Uses. The size of the solar energy system shall be
approved by the Planning Commission during its site plan review. Measurement shall be taken from
the exterior sides of all panels, equipment, and surface area when not tilted or extended.

xiii. Maximum Height.

(a) Residential Use. The maximum height shall be no greater than nine (9) feet, measured
from the natural grade below the equipment or collector to the highest point at full tilt.

(b) Agricultural, Commercial, and Industrial Uses. The maximum height shall be fifteen (15)
feet, measured from the natural grade below the equipment or collector to the highest point at full
tilt.

xiv. Minimum Lot Area. One (1) acre shall be the minimum lot area required to establish a ground-
mounted solar energy system.

Part 2: Principal (Large) Use Utility Network Distribution
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(B) PRINCIPAL USE (LARGE) SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM

1. Applicability. This section applies to any principal use (large) solar energy systems. This section does
not apply to any incidental solar collectors mounted on fences, lights, poles, or on the ground with
collector surface areas less than five (5) square feet, nor does this section apply to the ground-
mounted accessory use SES, which are regulated in Section 300.1800(37)(a).

1. Special Exception Use Approval; Permits. Principal use (large) solar energy systems require Special
Exception Use approval. In addition, no principal use (large) SES shall be constructed, installed,
operated, maintained, or modified as provided in this section without first obtaining all applicable
approvals and permits. The construction, installation, operation, maintenance, or modification of all
principal use (large) SES shall be consistent with all applicable local, state, and federal requirements,
and all buildings and structures that comprise a principal use (large) SES shall be constructed,
installed, operated, and maintained in strict accordance with the Michigan Building Code and the
National Electric Safety Code. Components of a solar energy system shall be approved by the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers ("IEEE"), Solar Rating and Certification Corporation
("SRCC"), or other similar certification organizations.

(a) Application submission for Principal use (large) SES, when authorized as a Special
Exception Use by the Planning Commission, are subject to all of the following

requirements:

(1) Site Plan Required. An application for Special Exception Use approval for a
Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy System shall include a site plan in
accordance with Article 18 — Special Exception Uses. In addition to the
information required for site plan approval in Section 18A — Site Plan
Review, all applications must also include all the following:

(i) An oblique perspective of the completed project from all the
adjoining roadways.

(1)  Horizontal and vertical architectural and engineering elevation
drawings and sections.

(ii1)  Site plans showing the location and spacing of panels, equipment,
and buildings, from all property lines, rights-of-way public or
private, and adjacent structures located on non-participating
parcels.

(iV) Topographic land elevations for existing and proposed buildings and
structures at a minimum of two (2) foot contour intervals and their
relationship to surrounding topographic elevations and neighboring
buildings and structures.

(v) Existing public and private roads, showing the width of the rights-
of-way, road surfaces, and any associated easements.

(Vi) Location and size of any known wells (including any abandoned
wells), sewage treatment systems, and dumps.

(Vii) Existing buildings and any impervious surfaces located on the
property.

(viil) Existing (before grading) topography at two (2) foot intervals and
source of the survey extending to one hundred (100) feet around
the perimeter of the property.
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(ix)

(x)

(xi)
(xii)

(xiii)
(xiv)
(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

Existing site vegetation (list type (i.e., grassland, plowed field,
wooded areas, etc.) and percent of coverage).

Waterways and watercourses and their boundaries delineated by
the ordinary high-water mark (i.e., lakes, rivers, streams, creeks) if
applicable.

Wetland boundaries, if applicable.

The 100-year flood elevation and base flood elevation and locations
of any floodway, flood fringe, and/or general flood plain district
boundary, if applicable.

Surface water drainage patterns.

Stormwater management plans and calculations.
Soil erosion and sedimentation control plans.

A photometric plan for all outdoor lighting.

Notarized written permission from the property owner(s)
authorizing the development of a Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy
System.

(xviii) Location of existing and proposed overhead and underground

(xix)

(xx)

(xx1)

(xxi1)

transmission or distribution lines within the Principal Use (Large) SES
and within one hundred (100) feet of all exterior property lines of
the Principal Use (Large) SES.

Proposed locations of all driveways within and to the Principal Use
(Large) SES showing each proposed driveway's dimensions and, as
may be applicable, the improved surface standards of the county
road commission or MDOT.

Planned security measures to prevent unauthorized trespass and
access for all driveways indicated.

Documentation of the pre-construction soil types and conditions. If
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil survey(s) is
not available, provide soil boring data for adequate load and impact
conditions.

A site security and emergency access plan detailing the procedures
and measures taken to secure the site from unauthorized access and
trespass. As well as an emergency management plan detailing
access for emergency personnel and vehicles, emergency and
normal shutdown procedures, operator and property owner
emergency contact information, any potential hazards to
surrounding property or residents, any solid or hazardous waste
that may be generated or stored on site, and including a statement
of compliance with all local, state, or federal emergency
management standards.
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)

)

(4)

(xxiii) Proposed timeline for the construction period and any plans for
future expansion or phasing of the principal use (large) SES, if
applicable.

(xx1v) All additional plans and requirements set forth in this section and
any other information required by the Township.

Application Escrow Account: An escrow account shall be deposited in
accordance with the adopted Richland Township Escrow Policy, as
amended, with the Township by the Applicant when the Applicant applies
for a Special Exception Use for a Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy System.
The monetary amount deposited by the Applicant in escrow with the
Township shall be the amount set by a resolution adopted by the Richland
Township Board to cover all reasonable costs and expenses associated with
the Special Exception Use review and approval process, which costs shall
include, but are not limited to, reasonable fees of the Township Legal
Counsel, Township Planner, and Township Engineer, as well as costs for any
reports or studies that are reasonably related to the zoning process for the
application. Such escrow amount shall be in addition to any filing or
application fees applicable to Special Exception Use applications as
established by resolution.

At any point during the Special Exception Use review process, the Township
may require that the Applicant place additional funds into escrow with the
Township if the existing escrow amount deposited by the Applicant is
deemed insufficient by the Township. If the escrow account needs
replenishing and the Applicant refuses to do so within thirty (30) days, the
Special Exception Use process shall cease unless and until the Applicant
makes the required additional escrow deposit. Any applicable zoning escrow
resolutions or other ordinances adopted by the Township must also be
complied with by the Applicant. The Township shall provide a summary of
all account activity to the Applicant within a timely manner upon request.
Any funds remaining within the escrow after approval of the Special
Exception Use shall be returned in a timely manner to the Applicant.

Compliance with the State Construction Code and the National Electric
Safety Code: All solar energy system electrical components shall be
approved by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (“IEEE”),
Solar Rating and Certification Corporation (“SRCC”), Electronic Testing
Laboratories (“EIL”), Underwriters Laboratories (UL), National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), and the National Electrical Code (NEC) or
other similar certification organization if the similar certification
organization is approved by the Township, which approval shall not be
unreasonably withheld. In addition, all construction of a Principal Use
(Large) Solar Energy System shall comply with the National Electric Safety
Code and the State Construction Code (consisting of Building, Electric,
Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes) as administered and enforced by Richland
Township as a condition of any Special Exception Use under this section. In
the event of a conflict between the Local Building Code and the National
Electric Safety Code (NESC), the more restrictive shall apply.

Height: Maximum height of a Solar Array, other collection device,
components, or buildings of the Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy System,
excluding substation and electrical transmission equipment, shall not
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(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

Special Exception Uses

exceed fifteen (15) feet at full tilt (as measured from the natural grade at
the base of improvements) at any time or location on the property.
Substation and electrical transmission equipment shall not exceed one
hundred (100) feet in height.

Lot Area. Principal use (large) solar energy systems shall be located on individual lots of at
least twenty (20) acres in size, owned by the same property owner, and located on at least
four hundred (400) contiguous acres.

Setbacks: All above-ground components of the principal use (large) SES, all buildings and
solar arrays, shall be setback a minimum of fifty (50) feet from all exterior property lines,
existing public roads, and railroad rights-of-way, as well as from all bodies of water, or
delineated wetlands. In addition, a setback of one hundred (100) feet shall be required from
any parcel line of a property containing an existing residential structure and begin phasing,
if applicable, at the least impactful location on the property. Contiguous parcels that are all
part of a single Principal Use (Large) SES need not maintain side yard setbacks for the
panels/array so long as the Planning Commission approves the elimination of the setback in
its statement of conditions. If a substation or other equipment is proposed, it shall be located
and situated to minimize the impact on neighboring properties.

Lot Coverage: A Principal Use (Large) SES is exempt from maximum lot coverage
limitations. All setbacks must be complied with.

Screening and Security: A Principal Use (Large) SES shall be completely enclosed by perimeter
security fencing to restrict unauthorized access. When installing said perimeter fencing, the
applicant shall take into consideration the existing vegetation that may be located along the
road rights-of-way or other property lines and attempt to retain as much natural or existing
vegetation in these areas as possible. Required fencing shall be at least six (6) feet in height.
Barbed wire, razor wire, and electric fencing are not permitted. The perimeter of the
Principal Use (Large) SES shall also be buffered by native evergreen or vegetative plantings
whenever existing natural vegetation does not otherwise reasonably obscure the Principal
Use (Large) SES from adjacent residential structures and public/private right-of-way, subject
to the following requirements:

The native evergreen or vegetative buffer shall be composed of native evergreen and
hardwood trees at a half-and-half ratio, or 50:50, meaning 50% evergreen trees and 50%
hardwood trees. Also, no more than 10% of the total hardwood or evergreen trees planted
shall be of one (1) species, meaning there will be a minimum requirement of at least five (5)
regional species for both hardwood and evergreen trees. The minimum size of plantings shall
be six (6) feet tall for evergreen trees and a 2 % inch caliper for hardwood trees. The
evergreen trees shall be spaced at least fifteen (15) feet apart on center (from the central
trunk of one plant to the central trunk of the next plant) and staggered, and hardwood trees
shall be placed no more than thirty (30) feet apart on center. All unhealthy, dead, or dying
plant or tree material shall be replaced by the Applicant within one (1) year, or the next
appropriate planting period, whichever occurs first. In case of a question, the Township
Zoning Administrator shall determine whether a plant or tree must be replaced.
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(ii)

(iii)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Special Exception Uses

All plant materials shall be installed between March 15 and November 15. If the Applicant
requests a Final Certificate of Occupancy from the Township and the Applicant is unable to
plant during the installation period, the Applicant will provide the Township with a letter of
credit, surety, or corporate guarantee for an amount equal to one and one-half (1.5) times
the cost of any planting deficiencies that the Township shall hold until the next planting
season to ensure planting takes place. The Township may contact the Applicant if plantings
are not completed in a timely manner and use the proceeds to accomplish the required
plantings. After plantings have occurred, the Township shall return the financial guarantee.

Failure to install or continuously maintain the required vegetative buffer shall constitute a
violation of this Ordinance, and any Special Exception Use may be subject to revocation.

Signage:

(i) No advertising or non-project-related graphics shall be on any part or component of the
Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy System. This exclusion does not apply to entrance gate
signage or notifications containing points of contact or all other information that may be
required by authorities having jurisdiction for electrical operations and the safety and
welfare of the public.

(ii) A sign must also be attached to provide basic information for the public, which may
include but is not limited to an informational sign regarding the project, such as size, power
generated, fuel/carbon offset, etc., that must be not greater than eight (8) square feet in
area.

Noise: No component of any Principal Use (Large) SES shall emit noise exceeding sixty (60)
dBA as measured at the exterior property boundary or the existing right-of-way line.

Lighting: All lighting for any parking lots, driveways, external illumination of buildings, or the
illumination of signs shall be directed away from and be shielded from adjacent properties
and shall be so arranged as not adversely to affect driver visibility on adjacent public roads.

Distribution Transmission and Interconnection: All collection lines and interconnections from
the solar array(s) to any electrical substations shall be located and maintained underground
inside the Principal Use (Large) SES, except in areas where technical or physical constraints
make it preferable to install equipment above ground. This requirement excludes
transmission equipment meant to connect the project substation to the local transmission
system.

Abandonment and Decommissioning: Following the project's operational life, the Applicant
shall perform decommissioning and removal of the Principal Use (Large) SES and all its
components. The Applicant shall prepare a Decommissioning Plan and submit it to the
Planning Commission for review and approval before issuing the Special Exception Use
approval. Under the plan, all structures, concrete, piping, facilities, and other project-related
materials above grade and any structures below grade shall be removed off-site for disposal.
Any Solar Array or combination of Photovoltaic Devices that is not operated for a continuous
period of twelve (12) months shall be considered abandoned and shall be removed under
the Decommissioning Plan. The ground must be restored to its original topography within
three hundred and sixty-five (365) days of abandonment or decommissioning. Restoration
shall also include bringing soil to its pre-development composition or better to ensure the
return to prior use is possible upon restoration. Soil tests shall be required as a part of the
Decommissioning Plan both before development and prior to decommissioning. Soil shall be
returned to its pre-development state within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of
abandonment or decommissioning.
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(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

Continuing Security for Decommissioning: If any Principal Use (Large) SES is approved for
construction under this section, Applicant shall post decommissioning security prior to the
start of construction (in a mutually agreed upon form) for an amount necessary to
accomplish the work required to decommission the project as agreed upon by the Township
and Applicant. The amount shall be reasonably sufficient to restore the property to its
previous condition prior to the construction and operation of the Principal Use (Large) SES.
Such financial security shall be kept in full force and non-cancelable. The amount required
for decommissioning security shall be determined by a third-party engineer or demolition
expert mutually agreed upon by the Township and the applicant. This shall be reviewed by
the Planning Commission every two (2) years from the date of issuance of zoning approval.
Failure to submit any additional charges shall be construed as a violation of the Special
Exception Use Permit.

Conditions and Modifications: Any conditions and modifications approved by the Planning
Commission shall be recorded in the Planning Commission’s meeting minutes. The Planning
Commission may, in addition to other reasonable conditions, require landscaping, walls,
fences, and other reasonable improvements in relation to and consistent with the nature of
the applicable or adjacent zoning districts. After approval, at least two (2) copies of the final
approved Site Plan shall be signed and dated by the Chairperson of the Planning Commission.
One copy shall be kept on file by the Township Clerk, and one copy shall be returned to the
Applicant’s authorized representative.

Approval Time Limit and Extension: Special Exception Use and Site Plan approvals, under this
section, shall be valid for five (5) years after the date of Planning Commission approval. If on-
site development has not commenced within five years, the Special Exception Use and Site
Plan approvals shall remain in force as long as progress continues toward a reasonable
completion date.

Inspection: The Township shall have the right, at any reasonable time, to provide a twenty-
four (24) hour notice prior to the desired inspection to the Applicant to inspect the premises
on which any Principal Use (Large) SES is located.

Reports: The Principal Use (Large) SES operator shall submit an annual report to the Planning
Commission coinciding with the date of annual reporting required by the State of Michigan.
The annual report shall be a summary of the amount of electricity produced each month for
the reporting period in units of Megawatt-hours. The report shall also contain a certification
that the estimated decommissioning costs have not changed and that any surety bond is still
valid. If the report does not contain such certification, then the report shall include an
updated cost estimate for decommissioning and proof of a new and updated surety bond.
The Township Zoning Administrator shall also supply an annual report to the Planning
Commission listing all complaints received regarding the Principal Use (Large) SES, along with
the status of the complaint resolution and the actions taken to mitigate the complaints to
accompany the annual report.

Maintenance and Repair: Each Principal Use (Large) Solar Energy System must be kept and
maintained in good repair and condition at all times, as approved by the Planning
Commission Right-of-Way Permits: The Applicant shall provide proof they have obtained all
applicable permits from Kalamazoo County or the State of Michigan for any work that may
occur in or near the public right-of-way necessary for access to the site.

(20) Right-of-Way Permits: The Applicant shall provide proof they have obtained all applicable
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(21) Transfer of Ownership: All conditions that have been approved as a part of the approval
process shall remain in place in the event of a transfer of ownership; the Planning
Commission must approve any modification of conditions.

(22) Emergency Access: Knox boxes and keys shall be provided at locked entrances for
emergency personnel access. The Township shall be provided with a list of emergency
contacts for the site. Such a list shall be updated as needed by the owner and/or
administrator of the Principal Use (Large) SES to ensure that said list always contains current
and correct contacts.

(23) Glare and Reflection: The exterior surfaces of solar energy collectors shall be generally
neutral in color and substantially non-reflective of light. A unit may not be installed or
located so that sunlight or glare is reflected into dwellings on other lots, roads, or private
roads/.

(24) Storage: If storage on the solar site is included as part of the Principal Use (Large) SES, said
storage must be placed in a security container or enclosure when in use in accordance with
applicable laws and regulations, and when no longer used, shall be disposed of in
accordance with applicable laws and regulations. Security containers or enclosures must
comply with all local and state ordinances and codes.

(25) Responsibility. If the owner of the principal use (large) solar energy system is different than
the Landowner(s), then both such owner and the Landowner(s) shall be jointly and severally
responsible for complying with all Ordinance requirements and Special Exception Use
conditions”. (Ord. No. 301, effective June 5, 2024)

38.Wedding Barns (special exception use in the "A-1" and "AB" Districts) subject to the following: (1) The
minimum lot area shall be 10 acres in the "A-1" District; (2) The use shall be limited to hours not to exceed
11:00 p.m. and comply with the Township's noise ordinance provisions; (3) Any food and drink shall be
subject to County Health Department and State Liquor Control regulation; (4) Required parking shall be
paved or other hard surface (gravel), with this subject to waiver by the Planning Commission if less than
12 events are held per year.

39. Banquet Facility or Event Center.

40. Non-profit congregate and living facilities.
a. Minimum 100 contiguous acres.
b. Total building coverage not more than 5% or less of the total land area.
c. Temporary outdoor gatherings of less than 10 hours in duration of 500 people or less for
fundraising, appreciation dinners, picnics and the like shall be allowed only as follows;

1. No overnight camping is permitted.

2. No outdoor activities not already permitted by this section and the special use permit shall
be added.

3. Sketch plan required for temporary outdoor gatherings of more than 250 people.

i. Any such gathering expected to have more than 250 people requires prior notification to ef
the Township Zoning Administrator and the Township Fire Chief or his or her designee for
approval of ingress/egress planning, parking and fire safety planning, placement of
temporary structures consideration of the need for temporary bathroom facilities and their
location; and establishing safety measures to keep attendees and moving vehicle
interactions to a minimum.

ii. The Township Zoning Administrator is given the authority approve a temporary site plan for
any such temporary outdoor gathering at which more than 250 people are expected to be
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present. Such gatherings, upon consultation with the Fire Chief and consideration of the
parameters established in this subsection.

iii. Failure to notify the zoning administrator and/or fire chief of a proposed gathering in excess
of 250 people and/or failure to obtain sketch plan approval shall constitute violation of this
Section. Upon request of the zoning administrator and/or fire chief, the Planning Commission
may consider revoking the ability to utilize the property for large outdoor gatherings, either
temporarily or permanently by modifying the conditions of special use approval, after a
hearing.

d. Rental of facilities shall only be permitted to charitable or philanthropic organizations. No
additional uses not already allowed shall be permitted. Rental of the facilities for commercial
activities (those which are not 501 C 3 corporations) is expressly prohibited. There shall be no
rental for weddings, camping, or competitions. Violation of this subsection shall subject the
owner to revocation of rental permission, either temporarily or permanently, by the Township
Planning Commission by modification of the conditions of approval, after a hearing.

e. Atleast 200 feet of road frontage on a public road, access thereof to meet minimum standards
of the county road commission and the zoning district in which the property is located.

f. Hours of all outdoor activities limited from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

g. Shield all outdoor lighting to surrounding residential uses.

h. No motorized recreational vehicles such as ATV’s, snowmobiles, and mini-bikes shall be
provided or allowed to be used on the property by participants and/or temporary residents.
The only such vehicles allowed on the property are those which are owned by the facility and
used exclusively by facility staff for onsite for maintenance, mowing and repairs.

i. Use of alcoholic beverages or beer shall be prohibited, unless specifically permitted by the
Planning Commission through the special exception use process.

j. Parking shall be provided outside of the public right-of-way.

k. All structures shall be located at least 100 feet from all residentially-used property. Program
space, trails and other low- impact functions can be located within the above-stated 100 feet.
|. Distance between structures must be at least 50 feet, unless waived by the Planning
Commission during site plan review.

m. Setbacks from roads are to meet the underlying zoning district parameters.

n. Newly proposed buildings not included on the initial special use site plan will require a site
plan modification/amendment, and are subject to all setback standards provided herein.

0. The inter-site fire department access roads are to be approved by the fire department.
(Ord. No. 286, effective 3-2-22).

41. ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTERS. (Ord. No. 295, effective 8-1-23).

A. PURPOSE. An Ordinance to regulate the housing, protection, care, supervision, handling, and
adoption of any domestic dog, cat, ferret, or similar domesticated non-livestock animal to ensure
the humane care and handling of animals and protect the health, safety, and general welfare of
the residents of Richland Township.

B. DEFINITIONS. The following terms and definitions shall apply to Animal Protection Centers for this
Ordinance:

ADOPTION. The transfer of ownership, with or without remuneration, of an animal from an animal
control shelter or animal protection shelter to an individual to be a companion animal for that
individual. As used in this subdivision, a companion animal includes but is not limited to, a dog that
is used for hunting or as a guard dog.

ALTERATION. A professional sterilization procedure performed by a licensed veterinarian renders
a dog, cat, ferret, or similar domesticated animal incapable of reproducing.

ALTERED. Reference to a dog, cat, ferret, or similar domestic animal having undergone alteration
as defined herein.
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ANIMAL CONTROL SHELTER. Is a facility operated by a municipality for the impoundment and care
of animals that are found in the streets or at large, animals that are otherwise held due to the
violation of a municipal ordinance or state law, or animals that are surrendered to the animal
control shelter.

ANIMAL PROTECTION SHELTER. Is a facility operated by a person, humane society, society for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, or any other nonprofit organization for the care of homeless
animals.

CAT. Means a domestic cat of any age of the species Felis catus.

DEPARTMENT. Means the State of Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.
DOG. Means a domestic dog of any age of the species Canis familiaris.

FERRET. Means an animal of any age of the species Mustela furo.

INTACT. Means a cat, dog, ferret, or similar domestic animal that has not been altered.

LICENSE. Licensure received by the State of Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development for the operation of a lawful animal shelter as defined under the Pet Shops, Dog
Pound, and Animal Shelters Act (PA 287 of 1969).

MUNICIPALITY. Means a county, city, village, or township.

PERSONS. Is an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or other
legal entity.

VETERINARIAN. Means a person licensed to practice veterinary medicine under part 188 of the
public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18801 to 333.18838.

C. APPLICABILITY. This Section applies only to Animal Protection Shelters as defined herein and does
not apply to Kennels, Veterinary Clinics, or Municipal Animal Control Shelters operated by a
county, city, village, or township as defined herein.

1. General Requirements.

a. All animal protection shelters must be registered and licensed by the State of Michigan
Department of Agricultural and Rural Development.

b. All animal protection shelters must show proof of inspection by the State of Michigan
Department of Agricultural and Rural Development, which is a requirement before receiving
licensure by the Department, at the time of application for a special exception use permit from
the Township.

c. Unless otherwise provided for in this section, an animal protection shelter shall not permit a
person to adopt a dog, cat, ferret, or similar domestic animal that has not been altered, unless
that person has entered into a contract for the alteration of the cat, dog, ferret, or similar
domestic animal with a licensed veterinarian. The contract shall state that the adopting person
agrees to have the alteration performed on the said cat, dog, ferret, or other similar domestic
animal and shall otherwise comply with this Ordinance and Section 287.338a of Act 287 of
1969, as amended.

2. Special Exception Use Requirements.
a. All applications for Animal Protection Shelters shall receive approval for a Special Exception
Use in accordance with Article 18 — Special Exception Uses and must submit the information
required for site plan approval in Section 18A — Site Plan Review before an operation may

begin.

b. The application for Special Exception Use shall indicate the maximum number and type of
animals to be housed at the Animal Protection Shelter.

c. Animal Protection Shelters are only permitted in the “C” — Office/Retail District and “B-1”
Multiple-Family/Office District.
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d. Animal Protection Shelters must follow the guidelines and standards outlined by the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and submit a copy of the review to the
Zoning Administrator annually upon completion of said report.

e. Animal Protection Shelters must be inspected annually by the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development.

f.  Animal Protection Shelters must be screened for any neighboring residential property with
landscaping around the perimeter of the property or a six-foot-tall privacy fence.

g. All outdoor exercise areas shall be enclosed in a fence at least six feet tall and located only in
the side or rear yards of the property and setback at least 75 feet from adjoining property
lines, however, the Planning Commission may increase, alter, or waive this requirement upon
Planning Commission review at the time of application.

h. All principal use activities of the shelter shall be conducted within a completely enclosed
building.

i. The Richland Township Noise Ordinance shall be enforced for all Animal Protection Shelters.

j. No animals are permitted to be exercised outdoors between 10:00 pm and 6:00 am. Animals
are allowed to be escorted outside individually and supervised during these hours by a staff
member only in enclosed areas.

k. An Animal Protection Shelter must be of an adequate size to accommodate the use to not
create a nuisance to the surrounding property owners. Issues affecting such nuisance may be
size, setbacks, noise reduction, and hours of operation.

I.  Off-street parking must be accommodated in a manner as to handle the appropriate amount
of staff present during a shift and the volume of regular public visitors. Therefore, one parking
space shall be provided for each staff member, and at least three parking spaces provided for
public visitors. All off-street parking is subject to site plan review upon application.
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SECTION 18A

300.1800A SITE PLAN REVIEW

300.1801A Purpose.

A. The intent of this section is to provide for consultation and cooperation between the land developer and
the Township Planning Commission in order that the developer may accomplish his objectives in the utilization of
his land within the regulations of this zoning ordinance and with minimum adverse effect on the use of adjacent
streets and highways and on existing and future uses in the immediate area and vicinity.

(Ord. No. 239, § II, 9-21-2010)

300.1802A Scope.

B. Prior to the issuance of a building permit or the creation of a use, a site plan shall be submitted in
accordance with this section and approved by the Planning Commission. Except as otherwise provided in this
Ordinance, site plans shall be required for the following uses and related development:

1. Permissible Uses and Special Exception Uses in the B-1, C, C-1, C-2, D, D-1, E and RP zoning districts.
2. Special Exception Uses in the R/0S, AB, A-1, A and A-2 zoning districts.

3. A change in use that includes specific conditions or calculations, such as for the required parking,
different than that for the previous Permissible use.

(Ord. No. 239, § 1, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 246, § XVIll, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, & 8, 8-16-2016)

300.1803A Single-family and two-family residential and accessory building sketch plans and applications.

C. Prior to the issuance of a building permit or the creation of a use, a sketch plan shall be submitted in accordance
with this section and approved by the Zoning Administrator. All special exception uses for single-family and two-
family residential buildings or uses hslal be required review and approval by the Planning Commission in accordance
with this ordinance. Residential sketch plans shall include the following items:

. The name and address of the applicant.
. Distance to any other structures on the property.
. Distance to any other structures on the property.

. Sketch of the location of any easements located on the property.

Dimensions of proposed structure and all other structures on the property.
. Elevations with the height clearly indicated of the proposed structure.

1

2

3

4

5. The location of any dry proposed new wells, septic tanks or fields.

6

7

8. All require construction documentation and permits necessary for review by the building inspector.
9

Where significant contour or topographical information may assist the zoning administrator and/or planning
commission in reviewin the sketch plan, such information may be requested as part of a sketch plan application.
This information is available online at the Kalamazoo County GiS imaging website at www.kalcounty.com or by
contacting the township zoning department for printing of this information as part of the application. (Ord. No. 283,
effective 9-1-21).
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300.1804A Commercial, Industrial, or Multi-family Plan Preliminary Review.

C. Preliminary sketches of proposed site and development plans may be submitted for review to the Planning
Commission prior to final approval. The purpose of such procedure is to allow discussion between a developer and
the Planning Commission to better inform the developer of the acceptability of his proposed plans prior to
incurring extensive engineering and other costs which might be necessary for final site plan approval. Such sketch
plans shall include as a minimum the following:

1. The name and address of the applicant or developer, including the names and addresses of any officers
of a corporation or partners of a partnership;

2.  Alegal description of the property; and
3.  Sketch drawings showing tentative site and development plans.
The Planning Commission shall not be bound by any tentative approval given at this time.

(Ord. No. 239, § II, 9-21-2010)

300.1805A Application procedure.

D. Requests for final site plan review shall be made by filing with the Township Clerk the following:

1. A review fee as determined by resolution of the Township Board based upon the cost of processing the
review and as shall be on file with the Township Clerk for public information;

2. Seven copies of the completed application form for site plan review which shall contain, as a minimum,
the following:

a. The name and address of the applicant;
b.  The legal description of the subject parcel of land;
c. The area of the subject parcel of land stated in acres or, if less than one acre, in square feet;
d. The present zoning classification of the subject parcel; and
e. A general description of the proposed development.
3. Seven copies of the proposed site plan which shall include as a minimum the following:

a. A scale drawing of the site and proposed development at a scale of one inch = 20 feet to one inch
=100 feet;

b. The date of the drawing and the name, telephone number and address of the
applicant/owner/developer and the engineer, architect or surveyor who prepared the plans;

c. The topography of the site and its relationship to adjoining land;
d.  The natural features and any existing manmade features;

e. The locations, heights and size of structures and other important features and the dimensions
between existing and proposed structures and setbacks required;

f. The percentage of land covered by buildings and that reserved for open space;
g. Lot coverage and dwelling unit density where pertinent;

h.  The location of public and private rights-of-way and easements contiguous to and within the
proposed development which are planned to be continued, created, relocated, or abandoned,
including grades and types of construction of those upon the site;

i Any curb-cuts, driving lanes, parking and loading areas and the dimensions of such;
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The location and type of drainage, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, and other utility mains and
facilities;

Any pedestrian walks, malls and recreation areas, emergency vehicle accessibility;

A required landscape plan which includes both screening and fencing where required (including
rubbish disposal facilities). The plan shall include the following:

1. Both perimeter and interior landscaping of parking lot areas, with a 20 foot landscape strip
established between a public road and any visible parking areas. This strip shall include at
least one tree (at least six feet in height at the time of planting) planted along this strip for
every 30 feet of public road frontage. Interior landscaping shall include at least 200 square
feet of landscaping for every ten parking spaces.

2. In addition to the requirements established under Section 19.L. [300.1912] 2., the applicant
shall screen or landscape areas within ten feet of any residential zone or where the property
line is within 50 feet of any residential use. The applicant may utilize opaque fencing of at
least six feet in height, a berm with landscape plantings of at least six feet or a combination
of fencing and landscaping to achieve the desired result.

Any proposed earth changes and environmental impact of the project;
Any signs and on-site illumination; and

The applicant must obtain a proposed address provided by the office of the Township Engineer.
Such address shall be located on the building, with lettering not less than 10" in height, or in
compliance with NFPA1/Uniform Fire Code Standards. In addition to the building, the freestanding
sign shall display the building address or range of addresses for multiple unit buildings or sites .
For projects that include multiple buildings on one parcel, such as condominiums or larger
commercial development, the applicant shall submit an addressing plan, identifying the primary
entrance (by name or directional sign) from the public road, and whether it is proposed as a private
road or drive aisle.

Any sequencing of addresses shall be reviewed by the office of the Township Engineer and the Fire
Chief as part of site plan review. Any additional information needed by such officials may be
requested directly from the applicant.

The Planning Commission may approve a site plan lacking one or more of the above site plan
informational requirements if the Planning Commission determines, in its sole reasonable
discretion, that the nature of the proposed use or development, the subject property and/or the
neighboring properties makes the provision of such information unnecessary to determine
whether the site plan satisfies the standards set forth in Section 18.A.F [300.1806A] of this
Ordinance.

If the site plan is submitted as part of an application for outdoor display or outdoor storage, the
specific dimensions of such areas shall be included on the plan.

(Ord. No. 192, adopt. 6-3-2003; Ord. No. 239, § Il, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 264, § 9A, B, 8-16-2016; Ord. No. 279, § 3,
adopt. 1-21-2020)

300.1806A Action on application and plans.

E.

Site Plan Review
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Upon receipt of the application and plans, the Township Clerk shall record the date of the receipt thereof
and transmit five copies thereof to the chairman of the Planning Commission; one copy to the Township
Building and Zoning Inspector and one copy to the Township Engineer.

A hearing shall be scheduled by the chairman of the Planning Commission for a review of the application
and plans as well as the recommendations of the Township Engineer and the Township Building and
Zoning Inspector with regard thereto. Members of the Planning Commission shall be delivered copies of
the same prior to the hearing for their preliminary information and study. The hearing shall be scheduled
within not more than 30 days following the date of the receipt of the plans and applications by the
Township Clerk.

The applicant shall be notified of the date, time and place of the hearing on his application not less than
three days prior to such date.

Following the hearing, the Planning Commission shall have the authority to approve, disapprove, modify
or alter the proposed plans in accordance with the purpose of the site plan review provisions of the
Township Zoning Ordinance and criteria therein contained. Any required modification or alteration shall
be stated in writing, together with the reasons therefor, and delivered to the applicant. The Planning
Commission may either approve the plans contingent upon the required alterations or modifications, if
any, or may require a further review after the same have been included in the proposed plans by the
applicant. The decision of the Planning Commission shall be made by said Board within 60 days of the
receipt of the application by the Township Clerk. The site plan shall be approved if it contains the
information required by the zoning ordinance and is in compliance with the ordinance, the conditions
imposed pursuant to the ordinance, other applicable ordinances and state and federal law.

Two copies of the approved final site plan with any required modifications thereon shall be maintained
as part of the Township records for future review and enforcement. One copy shall be returned to the
applicant. Each copy shall be signed and dated with the date of approval by the chairman of the Planning
Commission for identification of the finally approved plans. If any variances from the zoning ordinance
have been obtained from the Planning Commission the minutes concerning the variance duly signed shall
also be filed with the Township records as a part of the site plan and delivered to the applicant for his
information and direction.

(Ord. No. 239, §§ 11, 1ll, 9-21-2010)

300.1807A Criteria for review.

F. In reviewing the application and site plan and approving, disapproving or modifying the same, the Planning
Commission shall be governed by the following standards:

1.

That there is a proper relationship between the existing streets and highways within the vicinity and
proposed deceleration lanes, service drives, entrance and exit driveways and parking areas to assure the
safety and convenience of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

That the buildings, structures and entryways thereto proposed to be located upon the premises are so
situated and designed as to minimize adverse effects therefrom upon owners and occupants of adjacent
properties and the neighborhood.

That as many natural features of the landscape shall be retained as possible where they furnish a barrier
or buffer between the project and adjoining properties used for dissimilar purposes and where they
assist in preserving the general appearance of the neighborhood or help control erosion or the discharge
of storm waters.

That any adverse effects of the proposed development and activities emanating therefrom upon
adjoining residents or owners shall be minimized by appropriate screening, fencing or landscaping.

That all provisions of the Township Zoning Ordinances are complied with unless an appropriate variance
therefrom has been granted by the Planning Commission. The approval of the site plan does not result
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in any waiver of any code provisions unless specifically disclosed to the Planning Commission and is
accepted by the Planning Commission as part of the site plan approval.

6. That the height and location of all portions of buildings and structures are accessible to available
emergency vehicles and equipment.

7.  That the plan as approved is consistent with the intent and purpose of zoning to promote public health,
safety, morals and general welfare; to encourage the use of lands in accordance with their character end
adaptability; to avoid the overcrowding of population; to lessen congestion on the public roads and
streets; to reduce hazards to life and property; to facilitate adequate provision for a system of
transportation, sewage disposal, safe and adequate water supply, education, recreation and other public
requirements; and to conserve the expenditure of funds for public improvements and services, to
conform with the most advantageous uses of land, resources and properties; to conserve property values
and natural resources; and to give reasonable consideration to the character of a particular area, its
peculiar suitability for particular uses and the general and appropriate trend and character of land,
building and population development. Prior to the grant of an occupancy permit by the Building
Inspector, a final review shall be conducted to determine compliance with site plan requirements,
including any conditions related to Township Engineer and Fire Department approvals.

(Ord. No. 239, § I, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 270 , adopt. 9-18-2018)

300.1808A Conformity to approved site plan.

G. Property which is the subject of site plan approval must be developed in strict compliance with the
approved site plan and any amendments thereto which have received the approval of the Planning Commission. If
construction and development does not conform with such approved plan, the approval thereof shall be forthwith
revoked by the Building and Zoning Inspector of the Township by written notice of such revocation posted upon the
premises involved and mailed to the developer at his last known address. Upon revocation of such approval, all
further construction activities shall cease upon the site, other than for the purpose of correcting the violation.
However, the Planning Commission may, upon proper application of the developer and after a hearing, approve a
modification in the site plan to coincide with the developer's construction provided such construction complies with
the criteria contained in the site plan approval provisions and with the spirit, purpose and intent of the Township
Zoning Ordinance.

Approval of the site plan shall be valid for a period of one year after the date of approval. If a building permit
has not been obtained and on-site development actually commenced within said one year, the site plan approval
shall become void and new application for site plan approval shall be required and new approval obtained before
any construction or earth change is commenced upon the site.

(Ord. No. 239, § II, 9-21-2010)

300.1809A Amendment to site plan.

H. Amendment to site plan.

A proposed amendment, modification or alteration to a previously approved site plan shall be submitted to
the Planning Commission for review in the same manner as the original application was submitted and
reviewed, unless such amendment adheres to the following criteria:

1. The amendment does not involve a change in use or addition of a new use; and

2. The amendment does not increase required parking beyond the number of spaces presently
located on the site and any area designated on the original site plan for future parking; and

3. The amendment does not change the access point(s) or general circulation within the site.

Given adherence to the above criteria, the amendment to the site plan shall instead be subject to review and
approval by the Zoning Administrator, who may utilize professional advice in determining whether such

Site Plan Review 18A-5



amendment complies with the requirements of this section of the Zoning Ordinance. This provision for
administrative site plan review shall in no way be deemed to deprive the Zoning Administrator of discretion to
refer a proposed amended site plan to the Planning Commission for its review and approval.

(Ord. No. 239, § 1I, 9-21-2010; Ord. No. 252, adopt. 11-20-2012)
300.1809A
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SECTION 19

300.1900 LIGHT, VENTILATION, SANITATION, LAND AREA, PROTECTION
REQUIREMENT, BILLBOARD AND ADVERTISING SIGNS

300.1901 Ventilation.

A. In every dwelling hereafter erected every room shall have at least one window or windows equal to one-
eighth of the superficial floor area of the room, opening upon a yard or a court located on the same lot, and such
window or windows shall be so located as to properly light and ventilate all portions of such rooms or proper
ventilation is provided so as to permit proper lighting and ventilation of all portions of such dwellings. This provision
shall not, however, apply to rooms used as art galleries, swimming pools, gymnasiums, squash courts, recreation
room, bathrooms or for similar purposes, provided such rooms are adequately lighted and ventilated.

300.1902 Indoor sanitary facilities required for dwellings.

B. Every dwelling hereafter erected shall be provided with running water, adequate inside water toilet
accommodations and sewage facilities.

300.1903 Outside toilets; temporary uses.

C. No outside toilet shall hereafter be erected or located, except such as may temporarily be needed during
construction or for special temporary uses, and must be removed upon completion of the project or use. Toilets
temporarily needed shall be located not closer than 15 feet to the side line of the property upon which the structure
is to be placed; provided however, that such toilets shall not be erected closer than 25 feet to any structure being
used as a permanent habitation upon adjoining premises. Such temporary toilets shall be stand-alone, self-contained
units with the ability for waste to be collected and removed without impact to soil or seepage into surface or
groundwater supplies.

300.1904 Signs.

No sign or billboard shall hereafter be erected within Richland Township exceptin compliance with these regulations.
This chapter applies to all persons, firms, partnerships, associations, and corporations owning, occupying, or having
control or management of any premises located within the Township.

1. Purpose. This chapter is intended to regulate the size, number, location, and manner of display of signs in the
Township in a manner consistent with the following purposes.

a. To protect and further the health, safety, and welfare of Richland Township residents, property owners,
and visitors.

b. To prevent traffic hazards and pedestrian accidents caused by signs that obstruct vision, distract or
confuse drivers, or are improperly secured or constructed.

c. Toconserve and enhance community character.
d. To promote uniformity in the size, number, or placement of signs within districts.

e. To promote the economic viability of commercial areas by minimizing visual clutter and allowing for
proper placement of signs to direct motorists to their destinations safely.

f.  To balance the public’s right to be informed and its desire to avoid visual pollution and hazardous
conditions with the rights of businesses and other non-business uses to communicate.
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g. ltis further recognized that special circumstances or events may create a need for portable signage for
a limited and reasonable period of time.

h. The purpose of this chapter is not to regulate the content or any information included in the sign.

i. The regulations and standards of this chapter are considered the minimum amount of regulation
necessary to achieve a substantial government interest for public safety, aesthetics, and protection of
property values.

2. Definitions and interpretation. Words and phrases used in this section shall have the meanings as set forth in
this section. Words and phrases not defined in this section but defined in this zoning ordinance shall be given
the meanings set forth under Section 1904.D.1. Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, all other words
and phrases shall be given their common, ordinary meaning. The terms and definitions of this section are not
intended to conflict with any other definitions or portion of this zoning ordinance but are for the exclusive use
of this section.

Abandoned Sign. A sign for which no legal owner can be found, a dilapidated sign that has fallen
into disrepair, or the owner has expressed intent to abandon the sign or otherwise exhibits characteristics
of abandonment in the opinion of the zoning administrator.

Alteration of Sign. Any change other than incidental repairs that would prolong the life of the
supporting members of a sign, such as columns, beams, girders, supports, or foundations.

Awning. A retractable or fixed shelter constructed of non-rigid materials on a supporting
framework that projects from the exterior wall of a building. An awning is the same as a canopy.

Awning sign. A sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of an awning or
canopy (See Figure 300.1904.2 (01)).

AWNING SIGN. FIGURE 300.1504.2 (01)

Banner Sign. A temporary sign made from fabric, plastic, or other non-rigid material without an
enclosing structural framework attached to or hung from a pole, rope, or a building or structure.

Billboard. An off-premises board, panel, tablet, or electronic message display that advertises a
business, event, service, or product unrelated to the parcel on which it is located, as regulated by the
Michigan Highway Advertising Act ((PA 106 of 1972, as amended), (see Figure 300.1904.2 (02)).
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BILLBOARD SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (02)

Building Marker. A marker indicating the name of a building and date and incidental information
about its construction, which sign is cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent
material and attached to the structure. A building marker shall not be considered a wall sign unless it
exceeds six (6) square feet in area.

Canopy and Marquee. Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond the wall of the
building is generally designed and constructed to protect from the weather.

Canopy Sign. A sign attached to or hung from a marquee, mansard, awning, canopy, or other
structure, projecting from and supported by the building and extending beyond the building wall (see Figure
300.1904.2 (03)).

CANOPY SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (03)
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Canopy Island. An accessory roof structure for vehicular or pedestrian use (See provisions for
Gasoline Service Station in this section).

Changeable Copy Sign. Bulletin or reader boards, directory signs, or other signs that allow manual
message alterations shall be considered changeable copy signs. A sign on which the message changes
through electronic means shall be regarded as an “electronic message center” and not a changeable copy
sign for the purposes of this section.

Construction, Contractor, and Developer Signs. Any temporary sign erected on a site designated
on a building permit issued by the Township as a site for construction that advises the public of pertinent
facts regarding the construction, management, sale, and/or leasing of the building or property (see
“Temporary Signs”).

Cornerstone Marker. See “building marker.”

Development Ildentification Sign. A sign identifying plats, residential developments, business or
industrial parks, which contain the name of the development only and contain no other information or
advertising.

Directional Sign. An incidental on-premises sign giving directions, instructions, or facility
information. The directional sign may not contain the name of the business or institution or include a
commercial message.

Electronic Message Center. Any sign or portion of a sign that provides for the display of changeable
copy electronically.

Exempt sign. A sign that is exempt from either a sign permit or the entire chapter per Section
300.1904.19, for which a sign permit is not required.

Feather Sign. A freestanding temporary sign typically constructed of a shaft, driven in the ground
or standing with supports, with an attached pennant vertically elongated and connected to the shaft (see
Figure 300.1904.2.(04)).
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FEATHER SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (04)

Festoons. A string of ribbons, tinsel, flags, pennants, or pinwheels.

Flag. A flag refers to the flags of the United States of America, the state, the county, and the
township, or a public or private educational institution or other similar flag intended to express statements.
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Flag sign. A lightweight piece of cloth, fabric, or similar material that is either attached to a pole
used exclusively for flag display or attached to a permanent building using a flag pole bracket (see Figure
300.1904.2 (05)).
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Flashing Sign. A sign that contains a rapidly intermittent or changing light source.

Freestanding Sign. A sign not attached to a building or wall supported by one or more poles or
braces or rests on the ground or a foundation resting on the ground.

Government Signs. A sign erected or required to be erected by Richland Township, Kalamazoo
County, or the state or federal government.

Grand Opening Sign. A temporary sign announcing the opening of a business or new development.

Ground Sign. See “Monument Sign.”

Household Event Sign. A temporary sign communicating a household event such as yard sales,
graduations, family reunions, etc.

Illegal or Unlawful Sign. A sign that does not meet this chapter's requirements and has not received
legal nonconforming status.

Incidental Sign. A sign placed on private property and placed in a manner to be read by persons
within the site, not by persons passing by on streets or other rights-of-way. Incidental signs may convey
messages such as "no parking," "entrance," "loading only," "telephone," "handicap," "no hunting," "no
trespassing,” or other noncommercial messages.

Inflatable Sign (Balloon Sign). Any three-dimensional object, including a tethered balloon, capable

of being filled with air or gas depicting a container, figure, product, or product trademark, whether or not
such object contains a message or lettering.

Mansard. A sloped roof or roof-like facade that is architecturally comparable to a building wall.
Mansard Sign. A sign that is mounted, painted on, or attached to a mansard.

Marquee. (see Canopy and Marquee.)

Marquee Sign. A sign affixed to the surface of a marquee (see Figure 1300.1904.2 (06)).
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MARQUEE SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (08)

Menu Board Sign. An incidental sign utilized by drive-through establishments to place orders.

Monument Sign. A freestanding sign supported by a base that rests directly on the ground, where
the width of the base is at least 50 percent of the width of the sign (see Figure 300.1904.2 (07)).
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MONUMENT SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904 2 (07)

Mural. A graphic display that is artistically drawn, painted, or otherwise attached to the surface of
a building wall or other structure containing no commercial speech. For the purposes of this Ordinance, a
mural is considered artistic and not a sign; therefore, it is not applicable to the regulations of this Ordinance.

Natural Disaster Event. A disaster that occurs as the result of forces occurring in nature (i.e., floods,
hurricanes, tornadoes).

Non-Conforming Sign. A sign that does not conform to this Ordinance.
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Off-Premises Sign. A sign structure advertising an establishment, merchandise, service, event, or
entertainment not sold, produced, manufactured, or furnished at the lot on which such sign is located. An
off-premises sign shall be considered a billboard unless specified in this ordinance for religious organizations
or service clubs.

Parapet. A building wall or wall feature that extends above and beyond the roof surface.

Pennant. Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not containing a message of
any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series, designed to move in the wind.

Political Sign. A temporary sign announcing the candidacy of a person running for public office or
advocating issues to be voted upon at an election.

Pole Sign. A free-standing sign that is supported by a structure, poles, or braces that are less than
50 percent of the width of the sign (see Figure 300.1904.2 (08)).

POLE SIGN
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POLE SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904 2 (08)

Portable Sign. A temporary sign that, by its nature, may be or is intended to be easily moved from
one location to another, typically a sign supported on a metal chassis and may include a copy that can be
changed manually through the use of attachable characters, but not including sidewalk signs, banners, etc.
(see Figure 300.1904.2 (09)).
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PORTABLE SIGN. FIGURE300.1904.2 (09)

Projecting Sign. A double-faced sign attached to a building or wall that extends more than 12 inches
but not more than 48 inches from the face of the building or wall (see Figure 300.1904.2 (10)).
g Yo ™

PROJECTING | o -

—_

PROJECTING SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (10}

Public Event Sign. A temporary sign is advertising a noncommercial public service event with a
communitywide interest.

Real Estate Sign. A temporary sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is located is for
rent, lease, or sale.

Roof Line. The top of a roof or parapet wall, whichever is higher, but excluding any cupolas,
chimneys, or other minor projections.
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Roof Sign. A sign that is attached to or is placed on the roof of a building (see Figure 300.1904.2
(112)).
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ROOF SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (11}

Rotating Sign. A sign in which the sign itself or any portion moves in a revolving or similar
manner. Such motion does not refer to methods of changeable copy.

Sandwich Board Sign. An A-frame sign that is portable and designed to be placed on the sidewalk
in front of the use it advertises. Sandwich Board signs are also called “sidewalk signs” (see Figure 300.1904.2
(12)).
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SANDWICH BOARD. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (12)

Sign. A device, structure, fixture, figure, or placard that may or may not use graphics, symbols,
emblems, numbers, lights, and/or written copy to communicate information of any kind to the public.
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House numbers, addresses, and name plates not exceeding two square feet shall not be considered signs.
Signs are categorized into the following:

a. Permanent Sign. A sign installed on a support structure that is not intended to be moved or removed
but to remain for an indefinite period of time.

b. Temporary Sign. A sign installed for a limited period of time is intended to be removed within a period
specified herein (see Figure 300.1904.2 (13)).

TEMPORARY SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (13)

Snipe Sign. A sign attached to a utility pole, tree, fence, or any object located or situated on public
or private property without permission.

Streamers. A long, narrow strip of material used as a decoration or symbol.

Traffic Control Signs. A stop, yield, speed limit, and similar signs, the face of which meet state,
county, or township standards and which contain no other message.

Under Canopy Sign. A sign that is suspended beneath a canopy, ceiling, roof, or marquee.

Vehicle Sign. A sign painted on, incorporated in, or attached directly to any mode of transportation,
including but not limited to automobiles, trucks, boats, trailers, semi-trailers, or airplanes.

Wall Sign. A sign painted or attached directly to and parallel to the exterior wall of a building
extending no greater than 12 inches from the exterior face of a wall to which it is attached (300.1904.2
(14)).
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Window Sign. A sign installed inside a window intended to be viewed from the outside (see Figure
300.1904.2 (15)).
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WINDOW SIGN. FIGURE 300.1904.2 (15)

Wire Frame Sign. A temporary sign made of corrugated plastic, vinyl, cardboard, poster board, or
similar material that is supported by or attached to a metal frame.

3. Prohibited Signs. A sign not expressly permitted by this Ordinance is prohibited. The following types of signs
are expressly prohibited except that the Zoning Board of Appeals may permit these signs if it is demonstrated
that such sign by its size, shape, location, movement, materials, creativity in design, temporary nature, or other
factors relating to its composition will not be a visual nuisance, obstruct vision, compromise public safety,
distract drivers or detract from the character of the area where it is proposed to be located. If such signs are
permitted, they shall comply with the applicable regulations of this section.
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Inflatable signs.

Flashing signs.

Feather flag signs.

Abandoned signs.

Rotating signs.

Signs imitating or resembling official traffic or government signs or signals.

Vehicle signs not used during the normal course of business that are conspicuously parked or located
to advertise, identify, or bring attention to an establishment, product, person, service, or activity.

Snipe signs.

Strobe lights and lights of a similar nature.

4. Signs Not Subject to this Section. The following signs shall be exempted from the provisions of this chapter.

a.

b.

d.

Government signs.

Any sign two (2) square feet or less in size and no more than four (4) feet in height, provided that no
more than three (3) signs shall be permitted on one parcel.

Flags, except when displaying commercial speech, provided that not more than four flags are permitted
per lot.

Inflatable signs (balloon signs) that are 12 inches or less in diameter.

5. General Conditions Applicable to All Signs. All signs and billboards shall comply with the regulations contained
herein and shall specifically comply with the following:

a.

Every sign shall be constructed and maintained in a manner consistent with the Michigan Building Code
and International Property Maintenance Code and maintained in good and safe structural condition at
all times. All signs, including metal parts and supports, shall be kept neatly painted, stained, sealed, or
preserved.

Signs permanent signs shall be constructed to withstand all wind and vibration forces that normally can
be expected to occur in the vicinity.

For any free-standing sign, the setback from any road right-of-way line shall be not less than twenty-
five (25) feet unless such sign is proposed for location within the M-89 Sign Overlay District (See Section
14C). If such a sign location is within ten (10) feet of any drive aisle or parking area, it shall have a
concrete curb protecting the base of the sign from any such location. These regulations shall not apply
to political signs, signs advertising the sale of agricultural products raised on the same property, off-
premise service clubs, religious notice signs, or any other signs stated explicitly within this ordinance
as having a different setback requirement.

These regulations shall not apply to political signs, signs advertising the sale of agricultural products
raised on the same property, off-premise service club religious notice signs, or any other signs stated
explicitly within this ordinance as having a different setback requirement. All freestanding signs along
roadways shall be installed no less than the average distance of the two freestanding signs on either
side of the property facing the road in the same direction. Except for neighboring signs on the right-of-
way line, no setback is required to install a new freestanding sign.
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d. Asign or billboard shall not constitute a traffic hazard or impair motorists' visibility at intersections.

e. Neon or neon-type lighting, which is configured in such a manner as to form letters or a symbol, shall
be considered a sign or billboard.

Neon or neon-type lighting, which forms a border for a symbol or letters advertising a business,
product, or service, shall be considered part of a sign (or billboard, as applicable), the area of which
shall be computed based on the area within the perimeter of that border.

f. Signs with an electronic LED or similar message center display shall be permitted,
provided the display contains only stationary text and graphics, has no portion of the
display flashing or scrolling, and changes to the display occur no more frequently than
once every ten seconds. Signs with an electronic LED or similar message center display
shall possess and utilize automatic dimming capabilities so that the maximum
luminance level is not more than 0.3 footcandles over ambient light levels measured
at a distance of 150 feet. The sign permit application shall include a photometric plan
showing compliance with the message center provisions.

g. There shall be no flashing, oscillating, or intermittent illumination of any sign located
in the line of vision of a traffic control device or interfering with safe vision along any
roadway, especially at intersections. All illuminated signs shall be designed and located
to prevent the light from being cast upon adjoining residences and at least one
hundred fifty (150) feet from any residential dwelling.

6. Measurement of signs.

a. Unless otherwise specified within this chapter for a particular type of sign, the area of
a sign shall be measured as the area within a single, continuous perimeter composed
of any straight-line geometric figure that encloses the extreme limits of writing,
representation, emblem, logo, or any other figure of similar character, together with
any frame or other material or color forming an integral part of the display or used to
differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, excluding only
the structure necessary to support the sign (see Figure 300.1904.6 (01)).
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SIGN AREA. FIGURE 300.1904.6 (01)

b. The area of a freestanding or projecting sign that has two or more faces shall be
measured by including the area of all sign faces, except if two such faces are placed
back-to-back and are of equal size, and are no more than two feet apart at any point
the area of the two back-to-back faces shall be counted as one face. If the two back-
to-back faces are of unequal size, the larger of the two sign faces shall be counted as
one face (see Figure 300.1904.6 (02)).
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c. The height of a sign shall be measured as the vertical distance from the highest point
of the sign to the grade of the adjacent street or the average grade of the ground
immediately beneath the sign, whichever is less.
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SIGN HEIGHT. FIGURE 300.1904.6 (03)

Nonconforming Signs.

Every permanent sign that does not conform to this section's height, size, area, or
location requirements as of the date of this section's adoption is hereby deemed
nonconforming.

Nonconforming signs shall not be replaced, moved, altered, expanded, enlarged, or
extended; however, nonconforming signs may be maintained and repaired to continue
the useful life of the sign. The internal illumination of an existing nonconforming sign shall
not be considered an alteration or expansion of the nonconformity; illumination does not
include the installation of an electronic message center.

Nonconforming signs may be replaced in their prior location only if they are damaged or
destroyed during a natural disaster.

For the purposes of this section, a nonconforming sign may be diminished in size or
dimension, or the copy of the sign may be amended or changed without jeopardizing the
privilege of nonconforming use.
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d. A sign accessory to a nonconforming use may be erected in the Township per the sign
regulations for the District where the property is located.

e. Non-conforming signs shall not:
i. Bereplaced or changed to another non-conforming sign;
ii. Berepaired if such repair involves any of the following:
(1) Necessitates the replacement of both the sign frame and sign panels;
(2) Replacement of the sign's primary support pole(s) or other support structure;

iii. Continue to be used after the activity, business, or use to which it is related has been
discontinued for two consecutive years or longer;

iv. It can be enhanced with any new feature, including the addition of illumination.

f. Richland Township may acquire by purchase by condemnation or other means any non-
conforming sign that it deems necessary to preserve its residents' health, safety, and
welfare.

8. Temporary Signs.

a. Residential Lots. On any lot used as a single-family, two-family, or owner-occupied multi-family dwelling,
up to four (4) temporary signs shall be displayed on a pole, stake, or wireframe affixed to the ground. Such
signs shall meet the following standards:

i Signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area per side,
ii. Signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in height
iii. Signs shall not require a permit, provided they comply with all other provisions of this chapter.

b. Non-Residential Lots. One non-permanent sign, including portable signs, may be displayed on any lot used
for non-residential use. Such signs shall meet the following standards:

i Signs may be displayed up to four (4) times per calendar year

ii. Each display period shall not be more than 30 days, provided each display is separated by at least 30
days.

iii. Such signs shall not exceed 32 square feet.

9. Billboards. Billboards shall only be allowed in the "D," "D-1," and "E" district classifications, subject to the
following conditions:

a. The billboards shall be located within an area 150' in width on either side of State Highways with the
Township and shall be primarily directed toward traffic on these highways.

Light, Ventilation, Sanitation, Land Area 19-16
Protection Requirement, Billboard & Advertising Signs



10.

Not more than three billboards may be located per linear mile of highway, even though such billboards may
be located on different sides of the highway. The linear mile measurements shall not be limited to the
boundaries of the Township of Richland.

Double-faced billboard structures (i.e., back-to-back billboard faces) and V-type billboard structures with
only one face visible to traffic proceeding from any given direction on a street or highway shall be
considered one billboard. Otherwise, billboard structures with tandem (side-by-side) or stacked (one above
the other) billboard faces shall be considered as two billboards. They shall be prohibited in accordance with
the minimum spacing requirement set forth in subsection "c" below.

No billboard shall be located within 1,000' of other billboards. The billboard shall also not be located within
50 feet of any advertising signboard nor block the visibility of any such on-premises sign within 100 feet of
the billboard.

No billboard shall be located within 300' of a residential zone and/or existing residence.

No billboard shall be located closer than 50' from a public right-of-way or 15' from any sidelines of the
premises on which the billboard is located.

The surface display area of any billboard face may not exceed 200 square feet.

The height of a billboard shall not exceed 30' above (1) the grade of the ground on which the billboard sits
or (2) the grade of the abutting roadway, whichever is higher.

No billboard shall be on top of, cantilevered, or otherwise suspended above the roof of any building.

A billboard may be illuminated externally or via electronic message display, provided such illumination is
concentrated on the sign's surface. If the billboard is externally illuminated, the sign shall be (1)
concentrated on the surface of the sign face, (2) directed downward with full cut-off lighting fixtures, and
(3) be so located as to avoid glare or reflection onto any portion of an adjacent street or highway, the path
of on-coming vehicles, or any adjacent premises. In no event shall any billboard have flashing or intermittent
lights, nor shall the lights be permitted to rotate or oscillate.

The billboard must be constructed to withstand all wind and vibration forces that can generally be expected
to occur in the vicinity. It must also be maintained to ensure proper structure alignment, continued
structural soundness, and message readability.

A billboard established within a business, commercial, or industrial area, as defined in the "Highway
Advertising Act of 1972" (1972 PA 106, as amended) ordering interstate highways, freeways, or primary
highways as defined in that Act shall, in addition to complying with the above conditions, also comply with
all applicable provisions of that Act and the regulations promulgated thereunder, as such may from time to
time be amended.

Signs Within Commercial and Industrial Districts. Signs relating to the advertising of goods, products, services,
or activities sold, produced, rendered, or available from or upon the premises where the same are located may
be installed or constructed within a commercial ("C," "C-1,” "C-2," and "D") or industrial ("D-1,” "E," and "RP")
district classification, provided that they meet the following requirements:

a.

No wall sign shall extend above the building wall to which it is affixed. The total area of all wall signs shall
not exceed one (1) square foot for each one (1) linear foot of front face(s) of the building, not to exceed
sixty (60) square feet in area for each building face. The maximum number of building faces utilized for
signage shall be two (2). The Zoning Administrator may consider additional wall sighage where multi-use
building walls do not allow for adequate visibility from the public road. Address assignment and
coordination with existing or proposed freestanding signs shall be a part of such administrative approval.
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In addition to the wall signage, one free-standing sign may be erected for a single business, a shopping
center, or other integrated group of stores or commercial buildings. The freestanding sign shall be
separated from any other free-standing sign by at least fifty (50) feet. The area of the freestanding sign shall
not exceed 50 square feet in area unless the sign is a directory-type sign listing more than one separate
entity, in which case the total area of the sign may be (1) twenty-five (25) square feet per separate entity
named on the sign or (2) 100 square feet, whichever is less. Except as set forth in the following paragraph,
the maximum height for any freestanding sign shall be fifteen (15) feet.

A ground sign, portable sign, or menu board sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height, nor shall it in any
way obstruct the visibility of directional signs or create a traffic hazard. Such a sign shall be considered a
free-standing sign for the purposes of this Ordinance and, except for the more stringent height limitations
set forth in this paragraph, shall be subject to all of the limitations on free-standing signs set forth in the
above paragraph, including the limitation that there be no more than one free-standing sign for a single
business, shopping center or other integrated group of stores or commercial buildings.

In addition to the signage described in subsections "a" and "b" above, restaurants and other establishments
selling food and/or beverages through a drive-through window shall be allowed to have not more than two
(2) illuminated menu board signs for use in connection with the drive-through window. The menu board
sign(s) total combined area shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet.

11. Signs Within Residential Districts: In the "A," "A-1,” "A-2,” "B-1," and "B-2" Residential

12.

Districts.

Home-based businesses may install a nameplate not exceeding two square feet in area,
containing the name and/or home occupation or family or group child care home of the
occupant of the premises, or the name of the apartment or building complex shall be
allowed. Apartment units, mobile home parks, bed and breakfast inns, places of public
gathering, and public buildings shall be entitled to have one sign at the main entrance
thereof identifying the same, not exceeding 18 square feet. Signs relating to the sale of
agricultural products raised on the same property shall be allowed during periods of sale
but not to exceed 18 square feet in size. Entrances to plats or residential neighborhoods
may have a sign identifying the name of the area and/or the residents located within the
plat or in the neighborhood if the total area of any such sign or group of nameplates at
one location does not exceed 18 square feet. The maximum height for any sign within a
residential district shall be eight (8) feet.

Signs Within Recreation/Open Space and Agricultural Districts.

Within the "R/OS" Recreation/Open Space District, any signs for permitted uses, including
changeable copy signs or where the text announcing events is changed periodically, shall be
limited to a total sign area of no more than fifty (50) square feet. Signs for special exception
uses shall be limited to eighteen (18) square feet. However, the Planning Commission, in
consideration of the special exception use, may allow for the total sign area to increase up to
fifty (50) square feet, where the lot area for the use exceeds five (5) acres.

13. Signs Within the "AB" Agricultural Business District.
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The total sign area shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in area. The maximum height for
any freestanding, non-residential sign shall be fifteen (15) feet. The maximum height for
any ground sign shall be eight (8) feet. The maximum area for any residential sign shall
adhere to the regulations for signs within the residential districts, and the maximum
height shall be eight (8) feet.

14. Signs within public right-of-way. This Ordinance shall not be deemed to prohibit or regulate

any traffic control, directional, or other signage lawfully placed within a public road right-of-
way either (1) by or on behalf of the governmental agency having primary jurisdiction over
the public road or (2) pursuant to a permit issued by that agency.

15. Gasoline Service Station Signs. Due to the unique and customary needs of gasoline service

stations, the following additional signs shall be permitted:

Directional signs or lettering displayed over individual entrance doors or bays, consisting
only of the words "washing," "lubrication," "repairs," "mechanic on duty," or other words
closely similar in import, provided that there shall be not more than one (1) such sign over
each entrance or bay, the letters thereof shall not exceed fifteen (15) inches in height. The
total of each such sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet.

Customary lettering on or other insignia which are a structural part of a gasoline pump,
consisting only of the brand name of gasoline sold, lead warning sign, a price indicator,
and any other sign required by law and not exceeding a total of three (3) square feet on
each pump; and if illuminated, such signs shall be non-flashing and shall not in any
manner constitute a traffic hazard with respect to adjacent streets or intersections.

Signage upon a canopy island shall be limited to the name and/or logo for the business
and not exceed one square foot for every two (2) linear feet of canopy length, up to a
maximum of twenty (20) square feet per side.

18. Prohibited signs. The following signs shall be prohibited: Signs with any visible moving parts,

19.

balloon or inflatable signs, or any other sign where the movement of the sign itself or material
supporting the advertising can create a distraction to motorists; any sign mounted above the
roof line of a building, excluding parapets; bench signs; and any other signs not expressly
permitted.

Permit Procedure. No sign shall be placed or erected unless such sign is listed as an exempt
sign below until a sign permit application is filed for such sign and approved. Such application
shall be accompanied by a fee, as determined through a fee schedule established by the
Richland Township Board, and no sign shall be approved until the Township's Building
Inspector or Zoning Administrator is satisfied that the proposed sign complies with the
provisions of this Ordinance. For uses subject to site plan review, the sign's location shall be
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shown on the site plan, and the required setback distance shall be indicated on the plan orin
the notes.

Upon approval of the sign permit and placement or attachment of the sign, it shall be
unlawful to modify or expand such sign area or height without application for a new or
amended sign permit. Alterations to a lawful nonconforming sign may be permitted, provided
the alternation does not increase the nonconformity.

The following types of signs are exempt from permit requirements:

a. Refacing existing sign, as long as the exterior dimensions are not altered from the sign’s
original dimensions.

b. Anytemporary sign listed under item (7) above.

c. Any other sign permitted within this ordinance, provided the sign does not exceed two
(2) square feet in area.

d. Vehicle signs provided the vehicle is parked on an improved parking surface and in a space
not less than twenty-five (25) feet from any road right-of-way or property line.

e. Flags as defined.
f. Directory signs of any size that are not visible from the road.

(Ord. No. 305 eff 4-30-25).

300.1905 Basements for living and sleeping purposes.

E. No structure, the major portion of which consists of a basement, shall be occupied for living and/or sleeping
purposes by human beings in any use district within the Township of Richland.

300.1906 Dwelling construction.

F. Every dwelling hereafter erected shall be placed upon a substantial foundation of mortar and stone, brick,
concrete or other similar or like materials; all joists shall be not less than one foot off the ground; all exterior walls
shall be finished with butt wood siding, wood shingles, asbestos-cement shingles or siding, stucco on metal lath,
masonry veneer, or other similar standard siding materials. No roll roofing material shall be used for exterior siding
purposes; all wood exterior finish shall be painted, or similarly protected; all roofs shall be finished with asbestos,
asphalt, or wood shingles, or other standard roofing materials of a permanent nature and construction; no tar paper
or other similar materials shall be used as a permanent exterior roofing; all chimneys shall be of approved masonry,
or reinforced concrete and shall extend at least 2% feet above the highest point of the roof of the building on which
they are constructed and shall be wholly supported on a substantial ground foundation, and provided that any other
chimney shall be approved which has been approved by the National Board of Fire Underwriters. Grades around all
buildings shall be so arranged that surface water shall drain away from the structure.

300.1907 Height exemptions.

G. The placement of private, non-commercial radio or TV antennas or dishes in any residential classification
shall be allowed, providing that same is not more than 12 feet in height above the maximum building height in that
district and shall not be located in any front yard. Any private structure supporting antenna of 50 feet in height or
greater shall be subject to the requirements for telecommunication towers.
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Any agricultural accessory buildings or structures, such as silos, or public or private utility poles, shall be
exempt from the height requirements.

300.1908 [Garbage and food waste containers.]

H. Every structure shall be provided with not less than one covered and sanitary receptacle for garbage and
food waste for each one or two dwelling units housed therein. Such container shall be so enclosed as to keep insects
and animals from getting to the contents of the container. No garbage or food waste shall be stored upon or
permitted to accumulate upon any premises.

300.1909 Fencing/Screening.
.

1. The following regulations shall apply to the use of fencing, screening or walls. Walls may be utilized on
where opaque fencing is Permissible. The Planning Commission, in considering a request for a special
exception use permit and/or sign plan approval may permit or require fencing or screening in excess of
the maximum height requirements as a condition of approval if it determines that such fencing will help
assure that the standards for approving the special exception use permit and/or site plan are satisfied.

2. In the commercial ("C", "C-1", "C-2" and "D") and industrial ("D-1", "E" and "RP") districts, the maximum
height for any fencing within the side and rear yards shall be eight (8) feet. In the front yard, the
maximum height shall be six (6) feet and the fence shall not be opaque (i.e., such as to substantially
obstruct the premises from the view of passersby).

EXCEPTION: That portion of any property used for storage of cars or other items or the parts therefrom
for junk or salvage purposes shall be enclosed by a fence which shall be not less than eight (8) feet in
height, and along any road or highway it shall be of wood or other such solid and substantial material to
keep that portion of the premises from view of passersby. This provision is, in part, to protect the public,
and particularly children, from being attracted onto such premises to their danger, and to protect them
from possible dangerous conditions or circumstances which may arise upon such premises.

3. In the open space ("R/0S") and agricultural business ("AB") districts, the maximum height of any fencing
shall be six (6) feet.

4, In residential districts ("A", "A-1", "A-2", B-1" and "B-2") the maximum height of any fencing shall be six
(6) feet, provided such fencing is not located within the front yard. Any fencing located within the front
yard (including waterfront) shall not exceed four (4) feet in height unless specifically for agricultural
purposes, shall not be opaque in nature (i.e., such as to substantially obstruct the premises from the
view of passersby) and shall in no way create a traffic hazard due to reduced visibility.

5. Notwithstanding the above, fencing around an area used for the storage of a hazardous substance as
defined in the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, Public
Law 96-520, 94 STAT 2667, may have a height of up to eight (8) feet.

(Ord. No. 214, adopt. 2-7-2006; Ord. No. 238, § IX, 5-18-2010; Ord. No. 243, § ll, 7-19-2011; Ord. No. 264, § 10C, 8-
16-2016)

300.1910 [Publicly owned or operated boat launching sites, fishing sites or recreation areas, parks or playgrounds
which have facilities for the launching of watercraft.]

J. No publicly owned or operated boat launching site, fishing site or recreation area, park or playground which
has facilities for the launching of watercraft shall be maintained or established, nor shall additions to such existing
facilities be permitted on the shore line of Gull Lake or Little Long Lake, unless identified within the Richland
Township Recreation Plan.
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300.1911 Off-street parking requirements.

1. Required parking spaces. Each principal use permitted by this ordinance shall have the following off-
street parking available within close proximity to the building or use it is required to serve:

a.

e.

Single family dwellings - two spaces for each unit. Where the single family dwelling is also utilized
for a home occupation, family or group child care home, one additional space is required.

Two family dwellings - two spaces for each unit.
Multiple family dwellings - two spaces for each unit.
Churches - one space for each four seats.

Elementary and junior high schools - one space for each

employee, plus one space for each 30 students.

f. Senior high schools - one space for each employee, plus one space for each 10 students.

g. Libraries, museums and post office buildings - one space for each 200 square feet of floor area,
plus one space for every two employees per shift.

h.  Auditoriums and indoor theaters - one space for each four seats.

i Professional offices of doctors, dentists, veterinarians or similar professions or business offices-
one space for each 200 square feet of floor area, plus one space for each employee.

j. Motels and hotels - one space for each unit, plus one space for each two employees per shift.

k. Lodge halls, meeting halls and community centers-one space for each four seats.

I Golf courses and golf clubs - five spaces for each golf hole, plus one space for each employee.

m.  Retail stores, supermarkets and department stores - one space for each 150 square feet of floor
one space, plus one space for every two employees per shift.

n. Beauty parlors and barber shops - Two spaces for the each chair, plus one space per employee.

o. Restaurants or other establishments for the sale or consumption on the premises of beverages,
food or refreshments—one space for each four seats plus one space for each employee per shift.

p. Hospitals - one space for each bed plus one space for each employee per shift.

g. Automobile service stations - two spaces for each stall, plus one space for each employee.

r. Industrial or research establishments - one space per employee per shift plus 10 visitor spaces.

s. Nursing Homes or other full residential care facilities - one space per every 4 beds plus one space
per every two employees per shift.

t. Drive-in or drive-through restaurant - one space per 100 square feet of floor space plus one space
per every two employees. A minimum of 25 spaces are required.

u. Land or buildings used for two or more uses—the number of parking spaces required shall be equal
to the sum of the requirements for the various individual uses unless the applicant submits a
shared parking plan and the Planning Commission, in its sole reasonable discretion, approves such
plan during site plan review.

V. Other principal uses not mentioned - based upon the above requirements for uses which are
similar to the unspecified use, parking spaces are to be required in an amount as is necessary to
reasonably accommodate the expected need.
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2. Standards for Off-street Parking Facilities. All off-street parking facilities shall in addition conform with
the following standards:

a. Each parking space shall not be less than 200 square feet, nor less than ten feet wide with not less
than a 22' drive aisle, aisles shall be paved (concrete or asphalt) and curbed where such curbing is
necessary to protect landscape and lighting areas, pedestrian movement and drainage flows.

b. Adequate ingress and egress shall be provided to parking facility by clearly defined drives.
Maneuvering lane widths shall provide for one-way traffic except that 90° parking patterns may
provide two-way traffic lanes.

C. Entrance and exits from parking facility shall be at least 25 feet distant from adjacent property in
residential zones and ten feet from side or rear property lines.

d.  All off-street parking facilities shall be graded and provided with adequate drainage to prevent
collection of surface water.

e. Lighting used to illuminate any off-street parking facility shall be so located and arranged as to
direct light away from adjoining premises in a residential zone or any adjoining premises used for
residential purposes.

f. Off-street parking facilities of more than three spaces shall be effectively screened on any side
which adjoins or faces property in any residential zone by a wall, fence or compact planting of not
less than four feet or more than six feet in height, maintained in good condition at all times. The
space between such screening and the adjoining lines of property in residential zones shall be
suitably landscaped with grass, trees, shrubs or other acceptable ground cover.

g. Any parking area consisting of ten or more parking spaces shall provide for the planting of a
growing tree that shall be maintained in a good condition. One such tree shall be required in the
parking area for every ten parking spaces so as to break up the visual monotony and unattractive
character of large paved parking lots.

h.  All residential off-street parking located within the front yard shall be on an improved parking
surface (concrete, asphalt, pavement, gravel or other permanent or semi-permanent surface).

(Ord. No. 246, § XVII, 1-17-2012; Ord. No. 264, § 10D—F, 8-16-2016; Ord No. 283, effective 9-1-21}

300.1912 Airfields.

L. No private airfields or aircraft landing strips may be constructed on any property unless the owner thereof
has at least 20 acres of contiguous property and also the site plan drawn to scale showing the location and
dimensions of the airfield and the setback from adjoining property lines, wires and poles, adjoining roads and nearby
residences has been approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall determine that
the private airfield or landing strip will not adversely affect the use and enjoyment of adjoining properties or
constitute a safety hazard and that there will be adequate setback distances from adjoining property lines of not less
than 200 feet from the ends of the private airstrip to any boundary line of the property and that there will be
adequate clearance of any telephone or power lines or other obstructions which may pose a threat to the landing
and take off of aircraft. The airstrip may not be constructed closer than 500 feet to any existing residence other than
the property owner's residence or a residence located on the subject property. Under no circumstances shall any
commercial use be made of any such private landing strip such as by allowing other persons or firms to use the
landing strip; the landing strip shall be for the sole use of the owner's or tenant's private aircraft.

300.1913 Lighting.

M. All mercury vapor lights, arc lights, or similar intense lights which are within 250 feet of a residence (other
than the residence of the owner of the light), shall be placed and shielded so that the light does not shine directly
upon the neighbor's residence.
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300.1914 Extended length driveway.

N. (See Definition) All extended length driveways established after the effective date of this amendment
(11/2/2000) shall have an improved drive lane (paved or compacted gravel) of not less than ten feet in width, with
cleared shoulders providing a total horizontal clearance of at least 16 feet. The improved drive lane and shoulder
shall have a height clearance of at least 14 feet, and shall be constructed and maintained in a manner suitable for
access by emergency vehicles.

300.1915 Building upon unplatted land.

O. Except as otherwise provided for in this ordinance, all buildings in the "A-1" District must, unless constructed
on a platted lot or site condominium unit, be constructed on a parcel containing at least 165 feet of contiguous
frontage along a dedicated public road. After construction of the principal building, the parcel must continue to
contain a minimum of 165 feet of contiguous frontage on a dedicated public road at all times thereafter. Parcels
with at least 231 feet of contiguous frontage, and at least 3 acres in area, may be split to provide for a 66-foot wide
frontage as part of a "back-lot" development option (See Section 300.1916).

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 279, § 5, adopt. 1-21-2020)

300.1916 Access standards.

P. The following standards shall apply whenever an application is received for a building permit for
construction of any building upon an unplatted (non-site condominium) parcel having less than 165 feet of frontage
upon a public road (Note: This would first require land division approval per Sec. 300.1915 above):

1. No building permit for any such building shall be issued until the applicant has submitted to the Zoning
Administrator a survey or sketch plan and any other necessary documentation demonstrating to the
Zoning Administrator's reasonable satisfaction that the parcel is provided public road access by a
driveway, joint driveway or private road satisfying the standards set forth in this Ordinance.

2. A driveway (see definition of "Driveway") serving a parcel lacking 165 feet of frontage on a public road
shall:

a. Serve one parcel.

b. Have an improved drive lane (paved or compacted gravel) of not less than 10 feet in width, with
cleared shoulders providing a total horizontal clearance of at least 16 feet. The improved drive lane
and shoulder shall have a height clearance of at least 14 feet, and shall be constructed and
maintained in a manner suitable for access by emergency vehicles.

c. Be on an exclusive right-of-way easement not less than 66 feet wide or on a minimum 66 feet wide
strip of land exclusively reserved for access purposes, with no buildings thereon. Such easement
shall not be counted in determining the public road frontage of any parcel on which the easement
is located.

d.  The survey or sketch plan submitted pursuant to Subsection 1 above shall identify a strip of land
(not less than 66 feet wide) connected to the driveway that is determined by the Zoning
Administrator to be capable of being developed as a private road for future or existing parcels
requiring access through the subject property. The determination of the Zoning Administrator may
be appealed to the Zoning Board of Appeals. No buildings shall be established on this strip of land.

e. Set backs, parcel depth and other site development standards shall be determined as if the
driveway/reserved strip of land was a public road abutting the front yard of the subject parcel. The
width of the parcel shall be not less than 165 feet at the minimum front setback line. The depth of
the parcel (i.e., the distance from the driveway/reserved strip of land to the rear property line of
the parcel at the point where the principal building(s) is (are) located) shall not be less than 165
feet.
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3. A joint driveway (see definition of "Joint Driveway") serving one or more parcels lacking 165 feet of
frontage on a public road shall:

a.

b.

Serve two parcels.

Have an improved drive lane (paved or compacted gravel) of not less than 10 feet in width, with
cleared shoulders providing a total horizontal clearance of at least 16 feet. The improved drive lane
and the shoulders shall have a height clearance of least 14 feet and shall be constructed and
maintained in a manner suitable for access by emergency vehicles.

Be on a exclusive right-of-way easement not less than 66 feet wide. This easement shall not be
counted in determining the public road frontage of any parcel on which the easement is located.

The survey or sketch plan submitted pursuant to Subsection 1 above shall identify a strip of land
(not less than 66 feet wide) connected to the joint driveway that is determined by the Zoning
Administrator to be capable of being developed as a private road for future or existing parcels
requiring access through the subject property. The determination of the Zoning Administrator may
be appealed to the Zoning Board of Appeals. No buildings shall be established on this strip of land.

Setbacks, parcel depth and other site development standards shall be determined as if the joint
driveway/reserved strip of land was a public road abutting the front yard of the subject parcel. The
width of the parcel shall be not less than 165 feet at the minimum front setback line. The depth of
the parcel (i.e., the distance from the driveway/reserved strip of land to the rear property line of
the parcel at the point where the principal building(s) is (are) located) shall not be less than 165
feet.

4. A private road (see definitions of "Private Road") shall:

a. Serve three or more parcels

b. Be located on a recorded right-of-way easement of at least 66 feet in width. The exclusive
easement shall not be counted in determining the public road frontage of any parcel on which the
easement is located. The ownership of this strip shall be linked to one back-lot but shall not be
counted toward the minimum lot area for that parcel. NOTE: Parcels that have the required public

road frontage yet utilize easements across other property for access purposes shall submit a

recorded easement to the Township."

C. Be constructed in accordance with the following standards:

(i)  The driving surface shall be a minimum of 22 feet wide, with six inches of MDOT 22A
specification aggregate upon a compacted base. Shoulders at least four feet wide shall be
provided on each side of the driving surface.

(ii)  The road shall be graded to provided drainage to each side to prevent the accumulation of
water upon the driving surface and shoulders. Cross culverts shall be provided where
required to prevent stormwater from flowing across the road.

(iii) Grades shall not exceed seven percent at any point.

(iv) In cut or fill areas, slopes shall commence beyond the shoulders and shall not be steeper
than one vertical to two horizontal. Slopes shall be seeded to prevent erosion. Granular sub-
base shall be provided in all fill areas.

(v)  All tree stumps shall be removed from beneath the driving surface and shoulders. Tree
stumps in fill areas may be buried.

(vi) Horizontal road curves shall have a 50 foot radius to the center line of the road and a 50 foot
diameter cul-de-sac shall be provided within the right-of-way where a private road dead
ends, surfaced with six inches of MDOT 22A specification aggregate upon a compacted base.
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8.

d. All vehicular stop signs placed at a private road intersection shall conform in appearance and size
to vehicular stop signs utilized by the Kalamazoo County Road Commission for County road
intersections. All street name signs placed at a private road intersection shall conform in
appearance and size to street name signs utilized by the Kalamazoo County Road Commission for
County road intersections.

e. Evidence shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator that such private road has been named,
and the name of such road has been accepted by the Township Board, and that the dwelling or
principal structure for which the building permit is sought will be designated by a number so as to
facilitate fire protection and other emergency services.

f. The survey or sketch plan submitted pursuant to Subsection 1 above shall identify a strip of land
(not less than 66 feet wide) connected to the private road that is determined by the Zoning
Administrator to be capable of being developed as a private road for future or existing parcels
requiring access through the subject property. The determination of the Zoning Administrator may
be appealed to the Zoning Board of Appeals. No building shall be established on this strip of land.
No such strip of land shall be required if the private road is extended through the subject parcel in
a manner that will satisfy the purpose of this requirement.

g. Setbacks and other site development standards shall be determined as if the private road/reserved
strip of land was a public road abutting the front yard of the subject parcel. The width of the subject
parcel shall be not less than 165 feet at the minimum front setback line.

h. Private Road Maintenance Agreement: At the time of application for a land division that establishes
an additional parcel to be accessed from a private road, there shall be a determination made by
the Zoning Administrator that the expanded use of the road shall be subject to a private road
maintenance agreement. This agreement shall be signed by a majority of parcel owners utilizing
such private road, notarized and recorded before such land division application is approved.

None of the costs incurred to comply with the standards of this Section 19.P [300.1916] shall be borne
by Richland Township nor shall the Township be deemed to bear any maintenance obligation with
respect to any driveway, joint driveway or private road established hereunder. Every applicant for a
building permit who is required to show compliance with the requirements of Section 19.P [300.1916]
shall be required to reimburse the Township for actual costs of inspections and reviews necessary to
determine compliance with these standards. The applicant shall pay such costs to the Township before
a building permit is issued.

The applicant may apply for and receive from the Zoning Board of Appeals a variance from the
requirements of Subsections 2.d, 3.d and 4.e above if the applicant establishes to the Zoning Board of
Appeals' reasonable satisfaction, that given the nature of the subject parcel and the abutting properties,
the reservation of a strip of land for a future private road serving such properties would serve no practical
purpose.

The standards of construction for private roads set forth in Subsection 4.b of this Section 19.P [300.1916]
shall not apply where a building permit is sought for construction of a building upon a lot which was of
record in the office of the Register of Deeds of Kalamazoo County, Michigan, as of the effective date of
Richland Township Ordinance No. 135 (July 3, 1990), if said lot of record had the required minimum
frontage upon a private road, which complied with the standards of Subsection 4.e of this Section 19.P
[300.1916] as of the effective date of that Ordinance.

The provisions of this Section 19.P [300.1916] shall not apply to property in the "RP" zoning classification.

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004; Ord. No. 206, adopt. 2-1-2005; Ord. No. 270, adopt.
9-18-2018; Ord. No. 276, § 9, adopt. 7-16-2019; Ord. No. 279, § 6, adopt. 1-21-2020)
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300.1917 Garage/yard sales.

Q. Garage, yard, basement and multiple household goods sales shall be allowed as an accessory use to a
permitted residential use subject to the following conditions and limitations:

1.

2
3.
4

No sales shall continue for a period of more than three days.
No more than three such sales may be conducted per calendar year from the same premises.
All merchandise offered for sale shall not be stored outdoors except during the hours of the sale.

Signs for such sales shall be permitted subject to the limitation that they must be removed within 24
hours of the conclusion of the sale.

The above items shall not apply to sales of two or fewer personal household items by the owner of the
same from such owners premises.

300.1918 Telecommunication towers.

Purpose: Regulation of commercial and governmental wireless communication service towers is
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare while meeting the communication needs of
the public. The intent of this section is to minimize the adverse visual effects of the towers and avoid
damage to adjacent properties while adequately serving the community. The further intent is to
encourage colocation on existing towers or alternative mounting structures in order to minimize the
number of towers in the Township and protect residential areas from tower development.

Telecommunication Towers permitted in Zoning Districts:

A. Towers are allowed as permitted uses in the "C", "C-1", "C-2", "D", "D-1", "RP", "E", and "R/OS"
zoning districts subject to the conditions set forth in subsections 3 through 11 below.

Towers are also allowed as a permissible use on any land, regardless of the zoning district, owned, leased
or otherwise controlled by Richland Township, provided a lease or license authorizing such tower or
antenna has been approved by the Township Board.

B.  Towers may also be allowed as a special exception use in the "A-1" zoning district, provided:

i) The tower(s) is located within 1,000 feet of land within a commercial or industrial zoning
district; and

ii)  The tower(s) complies with the requirements set forth in subsections 3 through 11 below;
and

iii)  The Planning Commission determines that approval of the special exception use permit for
the tower(s) is consistent with the general standards set forth in Section 18 [300.1800] for
the granting of special exception use approval.

C. The expansion, alteration, or addition to an existing nonconforming tower shall be allowed as a
special exception use in all districts.

Tower setback: The base of the tower, exclusive of any guy wire anchors, shall be located not less than
300 per cent of the tower height from any existing residence or from the boundary of any "A", "A-2", "B-
1" or "B-2" residential zoning district. In addition, the base of the tower shall be setback not less than
100 per cent of the tower height from any street or public or private property line. The Planning
Commission shall have authority to reduce this setback requirement if it determines in its sole
reasonable discretion that the nature of the tower, the subject property and/or the neighboring
properties makes such setback unnecessary for the protection of the public safety and the avoidance of
a material adverse visual impact upon adjoining properties. The burden of proof shall be on the applicant
to establish that it qualifies for such a reduction.
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4, Fencing: The tower base shall be enclosed by a security fence, consisting of a six foot tall chain-link fence
topped by three strands of barbed wire. The security fence shall be surrounded by a six foot tall
landscaped natural screen. This landscape or screening requirement may be waived by the Zoning Board
of Appeals during site plan review if they believe such screening would serve no useful purpose in the
proposed location.

5. Lighting: The tower shall not be illuminated by artificial means and shall not display strobe lights unless
specifically required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) or other federal or state authority for
the tower.

6. Signs: The use of any portion of the tower for signs other than warning or equipment information is
prohibited.

7.  Site Plan Review: The tower shall be subject to the site plan review requirements in Section 18A
[300.1800A]. In addition to the informational requirements of Section 18A [300.1800A], the applicant
shall provide documentation of the purpose of the tower, the number and type of joint users to be served
at the site, FAA approval and an engineer's certification of structural and electrical safety.

8. Use of Existing Towers and Alternative Mounting Structures: A new tower shall not be approved unless
the telecommunications equipment planned for the proposed tower cannot be accommodated on an
existing or approved tower or alternative mounting structure within a one mile search radius of the
proposed tower, due to structural inadequacies, impact on other communication devices or services,
insufficient height or other verifiable reason.

9. Tower Height, Colocation, Design, Appearance and Separation Distances: The maximum tower height
shall be 250 feet, with such measurement from the tower base at grade elevation to the highest point
of the antenna or tower structure, whichever is greater. All towers shall be designed to accommodate
antennas of the applicant and provide for colocation by at least three additional users. If the applicant is
a tower developer, they must include a letter of commitment from a carrier as part of the application
process. The tower site shall use "stealth" design where feasible so as to camouflage the tower through
color or appearance of the structure. A rendering of the tower in the proposed location shall be
presented with the application. The separation between towers shall be at least 5,000 feet and any
variance from this or other provisions shall be based upon documentation that an inventory of existing
towers or alternative mounting structures did not provide sufficient capacity or coverage to meet the
applicant's need.

10. Interference: The tower shall not interfere with any radio or television transmission or reception in the
surrounding area.

11. Abandonment of Unused Towers or Portions of Towers: Abandoned or unused towers or portions of
towers and associate facilities shall be removed within 12 months of the cessation of operations at the
site unless a time extension is approved by the Planning Commission. A copy of the relevant documents,
including the signed lease, deed or land contract restrictions, which require the applicant to remove the
tower and associated facilities upon cessation of the operations, shall be submitted at the time of
application for site plan review. In the event that the tower is not removed within 12 months of the
cessation of operations at the site, the tower and associated facilities may be removed by the Township
and the costs of removal assessed against the real property.

(Ord. No. 178, adopt. 6-4-2002; Ord. No. 235, § V, adopt. 3-3-2009; Ord. No. 239, §§ V, VI, 9-21-2010)

300.1919 Vehicle/personal property sales.

S. Outdoor sales of two or fewer used cars or other items of personal property shall be allowed as an accessory
use to a permitted residential use, subject to the following conditions and limitations:

1. No more than two used cars and/or other items of personal property may be placed on sale at any one

time.
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No such sales activity may be conducted on a given lot or parcel for more than 14 continuous days.
No more than three such sales may be conducted per calendar year from the same premises.

The used cars or other items of personal property must be owned by the owner or occupant of the real
property on which the sale is conducted. No cars or other items shall be parked or placed in the road
right-of-way.

Signs for such sales shall be subject to the following limitations:

(a) There shall be no more than one such sign for each used car or other item of personal property
being sold.

(b)  All such signs shall be located on the same premises as the item(s) being sold.
(c)  No such sign shall exceed six square feet in area.

(d)  All such signs shall be removed within 24 hours of the conclusion of the sale.

300.1920 Parking and storage of campers, trailers, recreational vehicles, boats and similar items.

T. In the "A", "A-1", "A-2" and "B-1" Residence District classifications, the parking or storage of campers,
trailers, recreational vehicles, boats, jet skis, motorized homes and similar items shall not be allowed in the front
yard of residences in these zoning classifications except as set forth below:

1.

Parking/storage in driveway. Such parking and storage may occur in that portion of a driveway or
turnaround area which is:

a. Used for the principal purpose of access to a garage or entryway to a dwelling or other permitted
use and is not for the principal purpose of storage; and

b. Not in the required front yard setback area. This subsection b shall not apply if such
parking/storage is for less than 48 continuous hours and for the purpose of loading or unloading.

Waiver: The Zoning Administrator shall have authority to grant a waiver from the above restrictions to
allow such parking/storage in the front yard if the following standards are met:

a. That the proposed outdoor parking/storage cannot reasonably be conducted in the side or rear
yards. In making this determination, the Zoning Administrator shall consider such factors as:

(1) The location of buildings and other structures on the property;
(2) The topography of the property; and

(3) The presence of wetlands or other conditions limiting the ability to locate such outdoor
parking/storage in the rear or side yard areas.

b.  That the proposed outdoor parking/storage will not have a materially adverse impact upon the
surrounding area. In making this determination, the Zoning Administrator shall consider such
factors as:

(1) The proximity of the proposed outdoor parking/storage area to neighboring residences and
adjoining roads;

(2) The size and quantity of the item(s) proposed for such outdoor parking and/or storage; and

(3) Whether the proposed outdoor parking/storage will be visible to persons on nearby
property(ies) and/or adjoining roads.

The Zoning Administrator shall have authority to require screening of the outdoor parking/storage area as a
condition of granting the waiver if the Zoning Administrator determines in his/her sole reasonable discretion that
such screening is necessary to assure compliance with this standard.

(Ord. No. 179, adopt. 7-2-2002; Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005; Ord. No. 279, § 7, adopt. 1-21-2020)
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300.1921 [Temporary placement of mobile homes not complying with the definition of single family dwelling.]

U. Mobile homes not complying with the definition of "single family dwelling" may be allowed to be placed
temporarily upon residentially zoned property for a period not to exceed six months, while a complying single family
dwelling is being constructed or rebuilt on the same property; providing, however, that the mobile home must be
connected to approved public water or well, approved septic facilities or public sewer and an electric connection
must be made in accordance with the applicable code. A deposit of $500.00 will be required before the permit will
be issued, to be returned to the applicant upon removal of the mobile home. Any extensions beyond six months
must be approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals after a hearing, based upon a showing of necessity and hardship.

(Ord. No. 179, adopt. 7-2-2002)

300.1922 Non-public/riparian access lot regulations.

V. No waterfront lot in any zoning district shall be used as a riparian access lot unless it complies with all of
the following regulations and conditions:

1.  The width of the lot shall be not less than (1) the minimum lot width requirement for the district in which
the riparian access lot is located multiplied by (2) the number of access lot beneficiaries being served by
the riparian access lot.

2. A riparian access lot providing access to more than one access lot beneficiary shall have waterway
frontage that is not less than (1) the minimum lot width requirement for the district in which the riparian
access lot is located multiplied by (2) the number of access lot beneficiaries being served by the riparian
access lot. Waterway frontage shall be measured by a straight line which connects each sideline of the
access lot at the points where the sidelines intersect the high water line.

3.  Areasdetermined by the Zoning Administrator to be non-buildable based upon the presence of a swamp,
bog or marsh (or defined as a wetland by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality) shall not
be counted towards the minimum waterway frontage required herein, but may be counted in the
calculation of the lot area and side yard setback requirements in this section.

4.  The area of the lot shall be not less than (1) the minimum lot area requirement for the district in which
the riparian access lot is located multiplied by (2) the number of access lot beneficiaries being served by
the riparian access lot.

5. A riparian access lot providing access to more than one riparian access lot beneficiary shall have
minimum side yard setbacks equal to twice the minimum side yard setback required for a principal
building in the zoning district in which the access lot is located. The minimum side yard setback for an
accessory building shall be 20 feet. Any dock extending from or along the waterfront shall be set back no
less than 50 feet from any adjoining property line.

6. No channel or canal may be excavated or constructed for purposes of increasing the lot width or
waterway frontage related to the calculation of potential riparian access lot beneficiaries.

7.  The above regulations shall not apply to a riparian access lot abutting a lake or other body of water
located entirely within a single platted or site condominium residential development.

8. All riparian access lots serving more than one riparian access lot beneficiary shall be subject to site plan
review or, in the case of a platted lot, plat approval pursuant to the Richland Township Subdivision
Control Ordinance.

9. All riparian access lots lawfully existing as of July 23, 2002, may be continued as lawful nonconforming
uses, but may not be expanded in any manner (including the number of riparian access lot beneficiaries
being served by the lot) except in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

(Ord. No. 179, adopt. 7-2-2002)
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300.1923 Limitation upon number of single and two-family dwellings.

W. No more than one single or two-family dwelling shall be established upon a platted lot, site condominium
unit or unplatted parcel of land.

(Ord. No. 198, adopt. 12-2-2003; Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004)

300.1924 Reserved.

(Ord. No. 202, adopt. 8-10-2004; Ord. No. 225, adopt. 12-4-07)

300.1925 Outdoor residential storage of construction materials and/or landscaping supplies.

Y. Inthe "A", "A-1", "A-2" and "B-1" Residence District classifications, no construction materials (e.g., lumber,
roof shingles) and/or landscaping supplies (e.g., piles of mulch or dirt) shall be stored outdoors in the front yard of a
residence unless all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The storage is not in the required front yard setback area;
(2) The storage is not visible to persons on any adjoining road(s); and
(3) The materials are stored in the front yard for no more than one year.

(Ord. No. 209, adopt. 5-10-2005)

300.1926 Earth moving/filling operations.

Z. Earth moving and/or filling of land disturbing an acre or more of a parcel of land within any one year period
shall require prior review and approval of a site plan by the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to Article 18A. This
requirement shall not apply to the following:

(1) Earth removal, mining and similar mineral extraction operations regulated under Section 18.C.1 of this
Ordinance;

(2) Earth moving/filling operations at a site development project that has obtained site plan review approval
under this Ordinance or Step 2 Final Preliminary Approval under the Richland Township Subdivision/Site
Condominium Ordinance (Ordinance No. 187, as amended); or

(3) Earth moving/filling operations at a site development project for which a building permit has been
issued.

(Ord. No. 227, adopt. 2-5-2008)
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SECTION 20

300.2000 GENERAL USE PROVISIONS

300.2001 Temporary Dwelling.

A. Tents, travel trailers, motor homes, tent trailers, campers and/or automobile trailers shall not be used for
dwelling purposes within the Township limits, provided, however, that same may be used for temporary dwelling
for a total period of not more than 30 days in any one year, when located upon premises having running water and
sewage facilities, and provided further that such tents, travel trailers, motor homes, tent trailers, campers and/or
automobile trailers may be used for dwelling purposes within duly licensed camps and subject to the requirements
thereon imposed.

(Ord. No. 250, adopt. 5-15-2012)

300.2002 Medical marihuana primary caregiver.

B. Aregistered primary caregiver, in compliance with the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, P.A. 2008 Initiated
Law, (MCL 333.26421 et seq) ("Act") shall be allowed as a permissible use in the AB, A, A-1 and A-2 zoning districts,
subject to the following conditions:

1. The medical use of marihuana shall comply at all times and in all circumstances with the Act and the
state administrative rules promulgated thereunder as they may be amended from time to time.

2. The cultivation and storage of medical marihuana shall only occur within a single family dwelling within
which the primary caregiver resides. Not more than one primary caregiver within the residence shall be
permitted to service qualifying patients who do not reside with the primary caregiver.

3.  Thelot, parcel or site condominium unit upon which the primary caregiver resides shall not be located:

a. Within 1,000 feet of a public or private elementary or secondary school or a public or private
college, junior college or university.

b. Within 300 feet of a public park (not including park recreational paths or trailways).

Measurements for purposes of this subsection shall be made from parcel/lot/site condominium unit
boundary to parcel/lot/site condominium unit boundary.

4, Not more than five (5) qualifying patients shall be assisted with the medical use of marihuana by any
primary caregiver.

5. All medical marihuana plants shall be contained within the main residential structure in an enclosed,
locked facility inaccessible on all sides and equipped with locks or other security devices that permit
access only by the primary caregiver or qualifying patient.

6.  All necessary building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical permits shall be obtained for any portion of
the residential structure in which electrical wiring, lighting and/or watering devices are located, installed
or modified that support the cultivation, growing or harvesting of marihuana.

7. If a room with windows is utilized as a marihuana growing location, any lighting methods that exceed
usual residential use between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. shall employ shielding methods,
without alteration to the exterior of the dwelling, to prevent ambient light spillage that causes or creates
a distraction or nuisance to adjacent residential properties.

8. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to allow dispensaries or collective ingestion facilities which
are hereby strictly prohibited.
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9. There shall be no sign identifying the premises as a site at which marihuana is cultivated, harvested or
distributed.

10. The provisions of this section and this Ordinance shall not be deemed to prohibit or restrict the following:

a.  The cultivation, storage and/or use of marihuana by a qualifying patient solely for his/her personal
use at his/her residence or at a hospital or hospice at which he/she is receiving care and in
accordance with the provisions of the Act and the administrative rules adopted thereunder.

b.  The cultivation, storage and/or distribution of marihuana in accordance with the Act by a primary
caregiver solely to provide services to not more than one qualifying patient who is a member of
the primary caregiver's household and whose residence is shared with the primary caregiver.

c. The provision of assistance to a qualifying patient by his/her designated primary caregiver relating
to medical marihuana use, including distribution or other assistance, in accordance with the Act
and the administrative rules adopted thereunder, at the residence of the qualifying patient or at a
hospital or hospice at which the qualifying patient is receiving care.

11. Nothing in this Ordinance is intended to grant, nor shall it be construed as granting, immunity from
criminal prosecution for growing, sale, consumption, use, distribution, or possession of marihuana not
in strict compliance with the Act, the administrative rules promulgated thereunder and this Ordinance.
Since federal law is not affected by the Act, nothing in this Ordinance is intended to grant, nor shall it be
construed as granting, immunity from criminal prosecution under federal law. Neither this Ordinance
nor the Act protects users, caregivers or the owners of properties on which the medical use of marihuana
is occurring from federal prosecution or from having their property seized by federal authorities under
the Federal Controlled Substances Act.

12. The following definitions shall apply for purposes of this subsection:

a. "Dispensary" means any operation where marihuana is distributed to a qualifying patient by
someone other than his or her designated primary caregiver.

b. "Marihuana" shall have the meaning given to it in Section 7601 of the Michigan Public Health Code,
1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7106, as is referred to in Section 3(d) of the Michigan Medical Marihuana
Act (MCL 333.26423(d).

C. "Michigan Medical Marihuana Act" or "Act" means the Michigan Initiated Law 1 of 2008, MCL
333.26421 et seq.

d. "Primary caregiver" means a person as defined under MCL 333.26423(g) of the Act, who is at least
21 years old, who has agreed to assist with a patient's medical use of marihuana, who has never
been convicted of a felony involving illegal drugs and who has been issued and possesses a Registry
Identification Card under the Act.

e. "Qualifying patient" means a person as defined under MCL 333.26423(h) of the Act, who has been
diagnosed by a physician as having a serious or debilitating medical condition and who has been
issued and possesses a Registry Identification Card under the Act.

f. "Collective ingestion facility" means a facility that allows multiple qualifying patients to consume
or ingest medical marihuana upon the premises. This term does not encompass (1) a primary
caregiver residence at which medical marihuana is consumed or ingested on the premises solely
by the designated qualifying patient(s) of the primary caregiver operating within the residence, or
(2) the consumption or ingestion of medical marihuana by a qualifying patient at his/her residence
or at a hospital or hospice at which the qualifying patient is receiving care.
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300.2003 Accessory Use Solar Energy Systems

C. Applicability. This section applies only to a roof mounted, building mounted, or building integrated
accessory use solar energy systems to provide energy for use by the owners, lessees, tenants, residents, or other
occupants of the lot on which it is erected. This section does not apply to any incidental solar collector mounted on
fences, lights, poles, or on the ground with collector surface areas less than five (5) square feet in area, nor does this
section apply to ground mounted accessory use solar energy systems, which are regulated as special exception uses
in Section 300.1800(37)(Part 1) or principal use (large) solar energy systems, which are regulated in Section
300.1800(37)(Part 2). Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the sale of limited excess power through
a net billing or net-metering arrangement.

1.

Requirements for Roof-Mounted, Building-Mounted, and Building Integrated (BIPV) Solar Energy

Systems. These systems may be established as permitted accessory uses to principal uses in all zoning
districts subject to the following conditions:

a.

Applications. In addition to all other required application submission items as listed in Section
300.1800A, equipment and unit renderings, elevation drawings, and site plans depicting the
location and distances from all lot lines and adjacent structures shall be submitted along with
the zoning permit application for review by the Zoning Administrator in a hard copy or electronic
form as may be required by the Zoning Administrator.

Glare and Reflection. The exterior surfaces of solar energy collectors shall be generally neutral
in color and substantially non-reflective of light. Such collectors shall not be installed or located
so that sunlight or glare is reflected into neighboring buildings or adjacent roads.

Installation.

1. An accessory use solar energy system and/or solar-thermal systems shall be permanently
and safely attached to the ground, structure, or building. Solar energy collectors and their
installation and use shall comply with all building and electrical codes and all other
applicable Township and State requirements.

11. Accessory use solar energy systems shall be installed, maintained, and used only in
accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. Upon request, a copy of such
specifications shall be submitted to the Township prior to installation.

Power Lines. On-site power lines between solar panels and inverters shall be installed and
maintained underground pursuant to applicable building and electrical codes.

Solar-Thermal Systems. These systems may be established as accessory uses to principal uses in
all zoning districts. All system elements except those within a fully enclosed building shall be
underground.

Abandonment and Removal. The homeowner must remove an inoperable ground-mounted
solar energy collector system. If a ground-mounted accessory use solar energy collector system
is visibly in disrepair, such as a broken support or panel, obvious neglect, mold or mildew, or
other obvious moisture in the casing, it must be removed within one (1) month from the date
of notification supplied by the Township.

Maximum Height. The maximum height permitted does not exceed that permitted in the zoning
district where the roof-mounted or building-mounted solar energy systems are located. Roof-
mounted solar energy systems shall not be exceeded by more than five (5) feet measured from
the roof's surface or above the existing peak. Building-mounted solar energy systems shall not
be located in the front of the building nor extend beyond the eave in either height or depth.

Obstruction. Roof or Building-mounted solar energy collectors shall not obstruct orimpede solar
access to adjacent properties.
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1. Retrofitting Roof-Mounted Systems. An Applicant shall provide the Township Building Inspector
or Zoning Administrator with a certification and the specifications related to the structural
integrity of the roof or building to support such retrofitting.

] The Building Inspector or Zoning Administrator shall require that the Applicant provide
certifications and specifications related to the structural integrity of the roof or building to
support any new solar energy system installation on a roof or building. (Ord. No. 301, effective
June 5, 2024).

300.2004 Keeping of Animals

A. It is the intent of Richland Township to protect the public against health and safety risks that non-
domesticated or exotic animals (see Section 300.103 Animal) may impose on the Richland Township community, as
well as protect the individual nature of animals that are held in private possession by township residents. By their
exotic and wild nature, animals are potentially dangerous and generally do not adjust well to a captive environment.
Therefore, all exotic and non-domesticated native and non-native species are prohibited. The following list is an
example of, but is not limited to, the following species:

Taxa Examples
Non-human primates and prosimians monkeys, chimpanzees, baboons
Felidae lions, tigers, bobcats, cougars, leopards,

jaguars (not domesticated cats)

Canidae wolves, coyotes, foxes, jackals (not
domesticated dogs)

Ursidae bears (all species)

Viperidae rattlesnakes, copperheads, and
cottonmouths

Elapidae cobras, mambas, kraits, and sea snakes

Venomous Colubrids (not medically boomslangs, keelbacks, and twig snakes

insignificant taxa)

Helodermatidae gila monsters, bearded lizards

Large-bodied (>6ft) pythonids reticulated pythons, Burmese pythons

Large-bodied (>6ft) Boids boa constrictors, anacondas

Crocodilian crocodiles, alligators

Proboscidea elephants

Artiodactyls giraffes, camels, hippopotamus (not cattle,
swine, sheep, goats, llamas, or
alpacas)

Procyonidae raccoons

Marsupials kangaroos, wallabies, opossums

Perissodactyls rhinoceroses, tapirs (not horses, donkeys,
or mules)
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Edentate anteaters, sloths, armadillos

Viverridae mongooses, civets, genets

Aves ostrich, emu, pea fowl, cassowary

Exceptions — In order to allow for legitimate research, public outreach, and conservation activities, and to
acknowledge the high standards required by licensing agencies and professional accreditors, the above prohibitions
do not apply to the following:

1. Accredited zoological gardens, aquariums, and nature centers;
2. Accredited research institutions including colleges, universities, and commercial laboratories;
3. Registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations who can document substantial recurring and ongoing

contributions to peer-reviewed research, public outreach, or conservation efforts in connection with exotic
animals securely kept under humane conditions in compliance with all state and federal regulations;

4, Individuals keeping native wild animals in compliance with the conditions of a valid Scientific Collector’s
Permit;

5. Individuals who keep native wild animals in compliance with the conditions of a valid Wildlife Rehabilitation
Permit.

6. Keeping or housing of any animals that could reasonably be considered a nuisance or hazardous under any

of the exceptions above shall be limited to no more than twenty (2) total live adult animals. (Ord. No. 299,
effective 1-31-24)

All facilities and individuals keeping such animals under any of the above exceptions shall provide on-site notification
of the existence, type and location of species and shall be subject to annual safety/compliance inspection by the
Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer or designee.

B. The Township of Richland recognizes that the keeping of certain animals as can provide benefits such as
companionship and learning opportunities for the owners thereof and their children. Likewise, certain animals
which are generally known as “livestock” may be kept for the same reasons; or in agricultural endeavors. As such,
all animals defined as livestock or large domestic animals (see Section 300.103 Animal) are permitted for the keeping
and raising primarily for the production of food or animal products which, like commercial use, are protected under
the Right to Farm Act (PA 93 of 1981) through the Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices
(GAAMPs) of farms.

Township residents are permitted to keep or raise large domesticated and livestock animals for private
companionship if in compliance with the conditions outlined in this ordinance. All privately owned domesticated
small animals (see Section 300.103 Animal) are an accessory use by right in all districts.

1. Domestic dogs (three (3) or fewer) and cats may be kept outdoors without a permit per this ordinance.

2. No person shall keep any other small or large domesticated or livestock animal in a non-commercial nature
except when complying with this ordinance. A property owner may keep no more than the maximum
number of animals per category in the following table. The following list of small and large domesticated
and livestock animals is an example of, but not limited to, the following:

Animal District Conditional
Standards
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Domestic Rabbits A; .

Four (4) rabbits are
maximum.

Breeding for resale is
prohibited.

Rabbits shall be
provided with a
covered enclosure or
hutch and must be kept
in this enclosure or
hutch at all times.

The covered enclosure
shall be at least
eighteen (18) inches
above the ground or
other foundation, upon
posts, legs, pillars, or
other such structure,
and able to be locked
to prevent intrusion of
the structure from
predators.

Waste must be cleaned
at least once per week
and the droppings
disposed of properly in
a covered waste
container.

The enclosure shall be
so constructed or
repaired to prevent
rats, mice, or other
rodents from being
harbored underneath,
within, or within the
enclosure walls.

The enclosure shall be
located in the rear yard
and at least twenty (20)
feet from the side or
rear property lines.

Pigeons or Doves A; °

Ten (10) birds
maximum.

No pigeon or dove
other than pedigreed
homing, high-flying, or
air-performing pigeons
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or doves may be kept in
the Township.

Pigeons or doves may
be kept in such a
pigeon house,
dovecote, or other
suitable enclosure at
least one hundred and
fifty (150) feet from any
residential dwelling unit
located on an adjoining
parcel.

Carrier and homing
pigeons or doves may
be kept and liberated
for exercise or racing
within not less than
twenty (20) feet from
any doorway, window,
or other openings of
any dwelling located on
or adjacent to the
parcel. Liberation and
exercise periods may
only occur for one and
a half hours in the AM
and one and a half
hours in the PM during
daylight hours.

The lofts, houses,
dovecotes, or other
structures shall be
elevated at least
eighteen (18) inches
above the ground or
other foundation, upon
posts, legs, pillars, or
other such structure.
Lofts, houses, and
dovecotes must be
covered and locked to
prevent intrusion of the
structure from
predators.

Pigeon lofts, houses,
and dovecotes must be
scraped or cleaned at
least three times per
week and the
droppings disposed of
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responsibly in a
covered waste
receptacle.

Fowl (Chickens,

Six (6) birds maximum
per parcel.

No person shall keep
any rooster.

No person shall
slaughter any chickens,
ducks, or any other
fowl at any time.

Chickens, ducks, and
other fowl shall be
provided with a
covered enclosure and
kept in a covered
enclosure or a fenced-
in run during the night
hours.

Enclosures must meet
the minimum standards
outlined in Section
300.1909 of this
ordinance. The
enclosure shall be
constructed of chicken
wire, or some similar
material installed and
buried/embedded at
least twelve (12) inches
into the ground around
the enclosure to
prevent predators from
digging underneath the
enclosure.

Enclosures for the
keeping or raising of
chickens, ducks, or
other fowl shall be so
constructed to prevent
rats, mice, or other
rodents from being
harbored underneath,
within, or within the
enclosure walls.

A covered enclosure
shall not be located
closer than twenty-five
(25) feet from any
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residential dwelling unit
on the owner’s parcel
and no closer than one
hundred and fifty (150)
feet from any
neighboring residential
dwelling unit on
adjoining parcels.

All areas, including the
coop and run, shall be
contained in a single
structure not to exceed
two hundred (200)
square feet in size and
no greater than eight
(8) feet in height
measured from average
grade.

The enclosure shall be
located in the rear yard
and shall be at least
fifty (50) feet from any
side or rear property
lines.

Feed must be keptin a
vermin-proof sealed
container, and items
associated with the
keeping of fowl shall be
stored to prevent rats,
mice, or other rodents
from gaining access to
or coming into contact
with said items.

All waste materials
(feed, manure, litter)
shall be disposed of
responsibly. The
materials can be
composted or bagged
and disposed of in the
trash. It is not
acceptable to pile
waste materials on the
owners or any
neighboring parcel.

Associated small-scale
roadside stands for
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eggs produced on site
are permitted.

Goats or Sheep

Only Permitted
in the AB;
A-1

Four (4) maximum per
acre (except any
number of their
offspring younger than
six (6) months in age).

No male (Billy) goats
are permitted.

No enclosure used to
house the animals may
be closer than fifty (50)
feet to any residential
dwelling unit on the
owner’s parcel. No
enclosure may be
closer than one
hundred and fifty (150)
feet from any
neighboring residential
dwelling unit on an
adjoining lot.

Slaughtering of any
goat or sheep is
prohibited at all times.

Fenced enclosures or
pasture areas are
subject to Section
300.1909 of this
ordinance and
constructed in a
manner that no goat or
sheep can breach or
escape from its
enclosure or pasture
areas as determined by
the Zoning
Administrator.

All waste materials
must be appropriately
disposed of
responsibly.

Pigs (Potbelly,

Miniature
Potbelly, or
Asian
Potbelly
[Sus scrofa

Permitted in the AB; A-1

Two (2) maximum per
parcel (except any

offspring younger than
six (6) months in age).
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bittatus]
only)

No wild pigs or boars
are permitted at any
time.

Only the breed
commonly known as
Sus scrofa bittatus or
Asian Potbelly (potbelly
pig) is permitted.

Pigs raised and kept in
this nature are typically
under twenty-two (22)
inches in height and
under one hundred and
fifty (150) pounds in
weight.

If kept outdoor, all pigs
must be kept inside a
fenced enclosure in the
rear yard and at least
fifty (50) feet from any
side or rear property
line.

All pigs kept in an
enclosure must meet
the minimum standards
outlined in Section
300.1909 of this
ordinance.

An enclosure can be no
closer than fifty (50)
feet from any
residential dwelling unit
on the owner’s parcel.
No enclosure shall be
located any closer than
one hundred fifty (150)
feet from any
neighboring residential
dwelling unit.

Slaughtering of any pigs
is strictly prohibited at
all times.

All waste materials
must be appropriately
disposed of in an
enclosed waste
container and removed
responsibly.
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Honeybees (Non-
Africanized
Only)

Only Permitted
in the AB;
A-1(1+
acres)

No person shall keep
honeybees unless kept
following the Michigan
Department of
Agriculture and Rural
Development
recommendations and
the Michigan Apiary
Law (Pa 412 of 1976).

3. All applications under this article shall be submitted to the Township Clerk and approved by the Township
Zoning Administrator before any animal is located on the applicant’s parcel. It shall be unlawful for any

person to violate the terms or conditions of this ordinance.

4. The Township Code Enforcement Officer may suspend any permit issued under this article due to the failure
to comply with the terms and conditions of this article and shall attend a review for public hearing from the

Zoning Board of Appeals. (Ord. No. 285, effective 2-2-22; Ord. No. 307 , effective 9-26-25)
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SECTION 21

300.2100 ENFORCEMENT AND FEES

A. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the Township Supervisor, Building Inspector, Zoning Administrator or
Township Attorney, as well as any other official or persons specifically designated by the Township Board, to enforce
the Township Zoning Ordinance on behalf of the Township.

B. Fees. The Township Board shall establish by resolution fees for the various applications and appeals filed with the
Township pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance. Such fees shall bear a reasonable relationship to the cost of

providing the service and may be amended from time to time by the Township Board within the foregoing limits of
reasonableness. (Ord. No. 228, adopt. 6-3-2008)
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SECTION 22

300.2200 ZONING COMPLIANCE PERMITS.

A. Permit Requirements: It shall be unlawful for any person to commence excavation for any building or
structure or to commence the erection, addition, alteration or repair of any building, structure or parking area, or
repair or move any building or structure; and no land use shall be commenced until a zoning compliance permit for
the same has been secured from the Zoning Administrator. No such zoning compliance permit shall be issued for
any building, structure or use where the construction, addition, alteration or use thereof would be in violation of the
provisions of this Ordinance.

Each zoning compliance permit shall become null and void within one (1) year following the issuance of the permit
unless the provisions of the permit have been utilized or unless re-application is made and approved by the Zoning
Administrator.

Exempted from the permit requirements are alterations and ordinary maintenance repairs made on any building or
structure that does not affect the external dimension of the structure. Also exempted from the permit requirements
are one-story detached accessory structures with a floor area of 200 square feet or less.

B. Zoning Compliance Permit Application: Application for a zoning compliance permit shall be filed in writing
with the Zoning Administrator on a form approved by the Township Board, signed by the person, firm, co-partnership
or corporation requesting the same, or by the duly authorized agent of such person, firm, co-partnership or
corporation. There shall be submitted with all applications for zoning compliance permits two (2) copies of a plot
plan, giving accurate dimensions on either a scale drawing or a rough sketch. Scale drawings shall be required on all
structures and shall contain the following information:

Existing or intended use of the structures.
Lines and dimensions of the lots to be used.

Location upon the lot of all existing and proposed structures and streets.

Sl A

Such other information with respect to the proposed structure, use, lot and adjoining property as may
be required by the Zoning Administrator to determine compliance with this Ordinance.

One copy of both plans and specifications shall be filed in and retained by the office of the Zoning Administrator,
and the other shall be given to the applicant when the Zoning Administrator has approved the application and issued
the permit. In case of minor alterations, the Zoning Administrator may waive portions of the foregoing requirements
obviously not necessary for determination of compliance with this Ordinance. Failure to obtain a zoning compliance
permit shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance and shall subject each person or persons or corporation for
whose benefit the permit is required and the owner or owners of the premises involved to prosecution for such
violation.

The above requirement of submission of a plot plan shall be waived for any use or structure requiring site plan
approval under this Ordinance. Such site plan approval shall be obtained prior to the issuance of a zoning compliance
permit.

C. Conformity To Approved Zoning Compliance Permit: The property which is the subject of an approved zoning
compliance permit shall be developed and used in strict compliance with the terms of the zoning compliance permit
and any amendments thereto which have received the approval of the Zoning Administrator. (Ord. No. 228, adopt.
6-3-2008)
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SECTION 23

300.2300 ESTABLISHMENT OF A ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

a. Establishment. There shall be a Zoning Board of Appeals as provided by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act
(2006 PA 110, as it may from time to time hereafter be amended) which shall have such powers and duties as
prescribed herein and as otherwise prescribed by law. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consist of five members.
The first member of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be a member appointed by the Township Board from the
Township Planning Commission. The remaining members of the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be selected from
electors of the Township residing outside of any incorporated cites or villages. The members selected shall be
representative of the population distribution and of the various interests present in the Township. One member may
be a member of the Township Board but shall not serve as chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals. An employee
or contractor of the Township Board may not serve as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals. The term of each
member shall be for three years, except for members serving because of their membership on the Planning
Commission or Township Board, whose terms shall be limited to the time they are members of those bodies.

b. Alternate members. The Township Board may appoint not more than two alternate members for the same
term as regular members to the Zoning Board of Appeals. An alternate member may be called by the Chairman of
the Zoning Board of Appeals or his/her designee to serve as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals in absence of
a regular member if the regular member will be unable to attend one or more meetings. An alternate member may
also be called by the Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals or his/her designee to serve as a member for the
purpose of reaching a decision on a case in which the regular member has abstained for reasons of conflict of
interest. The alternate member appointed shall serve in the case until a final decision is made. The alternate member
has the same voting rights as a regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

c. Powers of the Zoning Board of Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the following specified
duties and powers:

1. Review: The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have authority to hear and decide appeals from and review
any order, requirement, decision or determination made by any administrative official charged with
enforcement of any provisions of this Ordinance, except for decisions pertaining to special exception
uses, Planned Unit Developments, or site plan review.

2. Interpretation: The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to interpret the provisions of this
Ordinance.

3. Variances: The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the power to grant nonuse variances relating to the
construction, structural changes, or alteration of buildings or structures related to dimensional
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance or to any other nonuse-related standard in the Ordinance where
there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of this Ordinance so that the
spirit of the Ordinance shall be observed, public health and safety secured, and substantial justice done.
In making this determination, the standards set forth in the following subsection shall apply.

a.  Standards: Before granting a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall find that all of the
following standards are met.

i That the variance will not permit the establishment within a zoning district of any use which
is not allowed as a permitted or special exception use within the district.

ii. That compliance with the strict letter of the Zoning Ordinance would unreasonably prevent
the owner or occupant of the property from using the property for a permitted purpose, or
would render conformity with the Zoning Ordinance unnecessarily burdensome.

iii.  That a grant of the variance applied for would do substantial justice to the applicant as well
as to other property owners in the surrounding area or, in the alternative, that a lesser
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relaxation than that applied for would give substantial relief to the owner or occupant of the
property involved and be more consistent with justice to other property owners.

iv.  That the practical difficulty asserted by the applicant by way of justification for a variance is
due to unique circumstances of the property.

V. That the practical difficulty asserted by way of justification for the variance is not self-
created.

vi.  That, in granting a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals is insuring that the spirit of the
Zoning Ordinance is observed, public safety secured, and substantial justice done.

b. Conditions to variance: In granting a variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals may impose such
conditions in connection with the granting of a variance that will, in its judgment secure
substantially the objectives of the regulations or provisions to which the variance applies and
assure satisfaction of the standards set forth above governing the granting of a variance.

C. Approval periods. The grant of a variance after August 7, 1979, shall be acted upon within one year
by commencing construction of the building or structure for which the variance was obtained;
otherwise, the variance approval shall be deemed revoked and inoperative. Variances granted
which render vacant lots that would otherwise be unbuildable under the terms of this Ordinance
buildable (e.g., variances from lot area, lot width, road frontage or lot depth-to-width ratio
requirements) shall not be subject to the above one-year limitation.

(Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006; Ord. No. 270, adopt. 9-18-2018)
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SECTION 24

300.2400 AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS

Amendments and supplements to this Ordinance may be made as provided for under the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act (P.A. 110 of 2006, as it may from time to time be amended). Such amendments or supplements to the
Zoning Ordinance may be made in the same manner as provided for in the Act as for the enactment of the original
ordinance.

In reviewing an application for the rezoning of land, whether the application be made with or without an offer
of conditions, factors that should be considered by the Planning Commission and the Township Board include, but
are not limited to, the following:

1. Whether the rezoning is consistent with the policies and uses proposed for that area in the Township's
Master Land Use Plan;

2. Whether all of the uses allowed under the proposed rezoning would be compatible with other zones and
uses in the surrounding area;

3. Whether any public services and facilities would be significantly adversely impacted by a development
or use allowed under the requested rezoning; and

4.  Whether the uses allowed under the proposed rezoning would be equally or better suited to the area
than uses allowed under the current zoning of the land.

(Ord. No. 215, adopt. 3-7-2006; Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006; Ord. No. 220, adopt. 1-2-2007)
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SECTION 24A

300.2400A CONDITIONAL REZONING

300.2401A Intent.

Sec. 24A.01 It is recognized that there are certain instances where it would be in the best interests of the
Township, as well as advantageous to property owners seeking a change in zoning boundaries, if certain conditions
could be proposed by property owners as part of a request for a rezoning. It is the intent of this Section to provide
a process consistent with the provisions of Section 16i [300.1600] of the Township Zoning Act (MCL125.286i) by
which an owner seeking a rezoning may voluntarily propose conditions regarding the use and/or development of
land as part of the rezoning request.

300.2402A Application and offer of conditions.

Sec. 24A.02

A.

An owner of land may voluntarily offer in writing conditions relating to the use and/or development of
land for which a rezoning is requested. This offer may be made either at the time the application for
rezoning is filed or may be made at a later time during the rezoning process.

The required application and process for considering a rezoning request with conditions shall be the
same as that for considering rezoning requests made without any offer of conditions, except as modified
by the requirements of this Section.

The owner's offer of conditions may not purport to authorize uses or developments not permitted in the
requested new zoning district.

The owner's offer of conditions shall bear a reasonable and rational relationship to the property for
which rezoning is requested.

Any use or development proposed as part of an offer of conditions that would require a special land use
permit under the terms of this Ordinance may only be commenced if a special land use permit for such
use or development is ultimately granted in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Any use or development proposed as part of an offer of conditions that would require a variance under
the terms of this Ordinance may only be commenced if a variance for such use or development is
ultimately granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Any use or development proposed as part of an offer of conditions that would require site plan approval
under the terms of this Ordinance may only be commenced if site plan approval for such use or
development is ultimately granted in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

The offer of conditions may be amended during the process of rezoning consideration provided that any
amended or additional conditions are entered voluntarily by the owner. An owner may withdraw all or
part of its offer of conditions any time prior to final rezoning action of the Township Board provided that,
if such withdrawal occurs subsequent to the Planning Commission's public hearing on the original
rezoning request, then the rezoning application shall be referred to the Planning Commission for a new
public hearing with appropriate notice and a new recommendation.

300.2403A Planning commission review.

Sec. 24A.03 The Planning Commission, after public hearing and consideration of the factors for rezoning set
forth in Section 24 [300.2400] of this Ordinance, may recommend approval, approval with recommended changes
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or denial of the rezoning; provided, however, that any recommended changes to the offer of conditions are
acceptable to and thereafter offered by the owner.

300.2404A Township board review.

Sec. 24A.04 After receipt of the Planning Commission's recommendation, the Township Board shall
deliberate upon the requested rezoning and may approve or deny the conditional rezoning request. The Township
Board's deliberations shall include, but not be limited to, a consideration of the factors for rezoning set forth in
Section 24 [300.2400] of this Ordinance. Should the Township Board consider amendments to the proposed
conditional rezoning advisable and if such contemplated amendments to the offer of conditions are acceptable to
and thereafter offered by the owner, then the Township Board shall, in accordance with Section 11 [300.1100] of
the Township Zoning Act (MCL 125.281), refer such amendments to the Planning Commission for a report thereon
within a time specified by the Township Board and proceed thereafter in accordance with said statute to deny or
approve the conditional rezoning with or without amendments.

300.2405A Approval.

Sec. 24A.05

A. If the Township Board finds the rezoning request and offer of conditions acceptable, the offered
conditions shall be incorporated into a formal written Statement of Conditions acceptable to the owner
and conforming in form to the provisions of this Section. The Statement of Conditions shall be
incorporated by attachment or otherwise as an inseparable part of the ordinance adopted by the
Township Board to accomplish the requested rezoning.

B. The Statement of Conditions shall:

1. Be in a form recordable with the Register of Deeds of Kalamazoo County or, in the alternative, be
accompanied by a recordable Affidavit or Memorandum prepared and signed by the owner giving
notice of the Statement of Conditions in a manner acceptable to the Township Board.

2. Contain a legal description of the land to which it pertains.

3. Contain a statement acknowledging that the Statement of Conditions runs with the land and is
binding upon successor owners of the land.

4, Incorporate by attachment or reference any diagram, plans or other documents submitted or
approved by the owner that are necessary to illustrate the implementation of the Statement of
Conditions. If any such documents are incorporated by reference, the reference shall specify where
the document may be examined.

5. Contain a statement acknowledging that the Statement of Conditions or an Affidavit or
Memorandum giving notice thereof may be recorded by the Township with the Register of Deeds
of Kalamazoo County.

6. Contain the notarized signatures of all of the owners of the subject land preceded by a statement
attesting to the fact that they voluntarily offer and consent to the provisions contained within the
Statement of Conditions.

C. Upon the rezoning taking effect, the Zoning Map shall be amended to reflect the new zoning
classification along with a designation that the land was rezoned with a Statement of Conditions. The
Township Clerk shall maintain a listing of all lands rezoned with a Statement of Conditions.

D. The approved Statement of Conditions or an Affidavit or Memorandum giving notice thereof shall be
filed by the Township with the Register of Deeds of Kalamazoo County. The Township Board shall have
authority to waive this requirement if it determines that, given the nature of the conditions and/or the
time frame within which the conditions are to be satisfied, the recording of such a document would be
of no material benefit to the Township or to any subsequent owner of the land.
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E. Upon the rezoning taking effect, the use of the land so rezoned shall conform thereafter to all of the
requirements regulating use and development within the new zoning district as modified by any more
restrictive provisions contained in the Statement of Conditions.

300.2406A Compliance with conditions.

Sec. 24A-06

A.  Any person who establishes a development or commences a use upon land that has been rezoned with
conditions shall continuously operate and maintain the development or use in compliance with all of the
conditions set forth in the Statement of Conditions. Any failure to comply with a condition contained
within the Statement of Conditions shall constitute a violation of this Zoning Ordinance and be
punishable accordingly. Additionally, any such violation shall be deemed a nuisance per se and subject
to judicial abatement as provided by law.

B. No permit or approval shall be granted under this Ordinance for any use or development that is contrary
to an applicable Statement of Conditions.

300.2407A Time period for establishing development or use.

Sec. 24A.07 Unless another time period is specified in the Ordinance rezoning the subject land, the approved
development and/or use of the land pursuant to building and other required permits must be commenced upon the
land within 18 months after the rezoning took effect and thereafter proceed diligently to completion. This time
limitation may upon written request be extended by the Township Board if (1) it is demonstrated to the Township
Board's reasonable satisfaction that there is a strong likelihood that the development and/or use will commence
within the period of extension and proceed diligently thereafter to completion and (2) the Township Board finds
that there has not been a change in circumstances that would render the current zoning with Statement of
Conditions incompatible with other zones and uses in the surrounding area or otherwise inconsistent with sound
zoning policy.

300.2408A Reversion of zoning.

Sec. 24A-08 If approved development and/or use of the rezoned land does not occur within the time frame
specified under Section 24A.07 [300.2407A] above, then the land shall revert to its former zoning classification as
set forth in MCL 125.286i. The reversion process shall be initiated by the Township Board requesting that the
Planning Commission proceed with consideration of rezoning of the land to its former zoning classification. The
procedure for considering and making this reversionary rezoning shall thereafter be the same as applies to all other
rezoning requests.

300.2409A Subsequent rezoning of land.

Sec. 24A-09 When land that is rezoned with a Statement of Conditions is thereafter rezoned to a different
zoning classification or to the same zoning classification but with a different or no Statement of Conditions, whether
as a result of a reversion of zoning pursuant to Section 24A.08 [300.2408A] above or otherwise, the Statement of
Conditions imposed under the former zoning classification shall cease to be in effect. Upon the owner's written
request, the Township Clerk shall record with the Register of Deeds of the County in which the land is located a
notice that the Statement of Conditions is no longer in effect.

300.2410A Amendment of conditions.

Sec. 24A-10

A.  During the time period for commencement of an approved development or use specified pursuant to
Section 24A.07 [300.2407A] above or during any extension thereof granted by the Township Board, the
Township shall not add to or alter the conditions in the Statement of Conditions.
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B.  The Statement of Conditions may be amended thereafter in the same manner as was prescribed for the
original rezoning and Statement of Conditions.

300.2411A Township right to rezone.

Sec. 24A-11 Nothing in the Statement of Conditions nor in the provisions of this Section shall be deemed to
prohibit the Township from rezoning all or any portion of land that is subject to a Statement of Conditions to another
zoning classification. Any rezoning shall be conducted in compliance with this Ordinance and the Township Zoning
Act (MCL 125.271 et seq.).

300.2412A Failure to offer conditions.

Sec. 24A-12 The Township shall not require an owner to offer conditions as a requirement for rezoning. The
lack of an offer of conditions shall not affect an owner's rights under this Ordinance.
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SECTION 25

300.2500 VIOLATIONS AND SANCTIONS

300.2501 Nuisance per se.

a. Any building or structure which is erected, moved, placed, reconstructed, razed, extended, enlarged,
altered, maintained or used, and any use of a lot or land which is begun, continued, or changed in violation of any
term or provision of this Ordinance, is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se subject to abatement pursuant to
MCL 125.3407 and otherwise provided by law.

(Ord. No. 218, adopt. 7-11-2006)

300.2502 Violation.

b. Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any provision of this Ordinance, or
any permit or approval issued under this ordinance, including any conditions imposed thereon, or who causes,
allows, or consents to any of same, shall be deemed to be responsible for a violation of this Ordinance. Any person
responsible for a violation of this ordinance whether as an owner (by deed or land contract), lessee, licensee,
agent, contractor, servant, employee, or otherwise, shall be liable as a principal. Each day that a violation exists
shall constitute a separate offense.

300.2503 Municipal civil infraction.

c. Any person, firm, corporation or governmental entity who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance
shall have committed a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan Statute which shall be punishable by a civil
fine determined in accordance with the following schedule:

Minimum | Maximum
Fine Fine

— First Offense within three-year period* S 75.00 $500.00

— Second Offense within three-year period* | 150.00 500.00

— Third Offense within three-year period* 325.00 500.00

— Fourth Offense within three-year period* | 500.00 500.00

*Determined on the basis of the date of commission of the offense(s)

Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which shall include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which
Richland township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction. In no case, however, shall costs of
less than $9.00 nor more than $500.00 be ordered.

300.2504 Remedial action.

d. Any violation of this ordinance shall constitute a basis for injunctive relief or other appropriate remedy in
any court of competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with this Ordinance and enforce the provisions thereof.

300.2505 Escrow reimbursements.

e. Escrow Reimbursements. Any application in which the applicant has filed an affidavit related to
reimbursement of an escrow account, shall be deemed to be in violation of this ordinance if, when notified by the
Township, that they have exceeded the balance of the escrow account and have not provided reimbursement

Violations and Sanctions 25-1



within 30 days of receipt of notification. Failure to meet such reimbursement requirement will suspend processing

of the application and be subject to fines established under Section "c", 300.2503, Municipal Civil Infraction,
above.

(Ord. No. 266, adopt. 6-20-17)
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SECTION 26

300.2600 VALIDITY

Should any section, clause or provisions of this ordinance be declared by the courts to be invalid, the same
shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be
invalid.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this ordinance are hereby
repealed. This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2002 and any subsequent amendments shall take effect eight
days following publication after adoption by the Richland Township Board of Trustees.
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