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POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 04, 2025  6:15 PM 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Michael Gravett, Hal Floyd (by telephone), Gary Martin, 
John Paschal, and Chuck Thaxton 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: County Manager Matt Denton, Assistant County Manager Connor 
Hooper, and County Attorney Brad McFall 
 
MEDIA PRESENT: Jeremy Stewart (Polk Standard Journal) 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Vice Chairman Chuck Thaxton called the meeting to order at 6:15PM. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of agenda for the Regular Meeting of February 04, 2025. 

 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Paschal to 
approve the agenda for the Regular Meeting of February 04, 2025, with the removal of the 
inmate labor agreement item between Polk County and Floyd County. Second by 
Commissioner Gravett. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
1. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Meeting and Executive Session of January 07, 2025.  

 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Floyd to 
approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting and Executive Session of January 07, 2025. 
Second by Commissioner Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. SU24-07: Consider Special Use Permit request from Simon Pizano Cruz to host six 

equestrian sport events per year in an A-1 zone on property located at 0 Raiford Road, 
Cedartown (Parcel # 041-001D). Planning and Zoning Commission recommended 
approval. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Gravett to 
approve the zoning request for an event venue, with the stipulation that the main entrance be 
located off of Collard Valley Rd. (no limit on the amount of events per year). Second by 
Commissioner Paschal. Motion passed 3-1, with Commissioner Martin voting against the 
zoning request. 

 
2. SU24-08: Consider Special Use Permit request from Harpst Home represented by Will 

Jernigan with Inman Solar to construct and operate a solar farm in an A-1 zone on 
property located off East Point Road, Cedartown (Parcel # 030E-012). Planning and 
Zoning Commission recommended approval. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Paschal to 
approve the zoning request for a solar farm. Second by Commissioner Gravett. Motion passed 
3-1, with Commissioner Martin voting against the zoning request. 
 
 

3. Consider recommendation from the Finance Committee to no longer renew an 
agreement with the U.S. Geological Survey regarding the funding of a monitoring point 
on the Cedar Creek near Cedartown, Site Number 02397500. 
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Vice Chairman Thaxton stated the Motion as recommended by the Finance Committee to no 
longer renew this agreement. Motion passed unanimously to no longer fund the monitoring 
point on the Cedar Creek. 
 

 
4. Consider recommendation from the Finance Committee to deny Mr. Mihir Patel’s 

request for removal of penalty fees from 2020, 2021 and 2022 Real and Personal 
Property Ad Valorem Taxes. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton stated the Motion as recommended by the Finance Committee to deny 
Mr. Patel’s request for removal of penalty fees from 2020-2022 Real and Personal Property 
Ad Valorem Taxes. Motion passed unanimously to deny Mr. Patel’s request. 
 

5. Consider an amendment to the FY2025 CIP to add the purchase of a new copier for the 
Police Department in the estimated budget amount of $7,500.00 to be funded from the 
2020 SPLOST. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Gravett to 
approve the purchase of this new copier and to be funded from 2020 SPLOST. Second by 
Commissioner Paschal. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

6. Consider withdrawing the County’s Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program grant 
application regarding the acquisition and development of land from the Conservation 
Fund. 
 
County Manager Denton informed the Board that he had just learned before the start of the 
meeting that the County had been awarded $1.6 million dollars from Georgia DNR for this 
grant request if the County did vote to accept. However, there were some questions pertaining 
to maintenance and safety. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Paschal to 
table this item until more questions could be answered pertaining to the concerns County 
Manager Denton made the Board aware of. Second by Commissioner Gravett. Motion passed 
unanimously to table this item. 
 

7. Consider a resolution supporting local legislation LC 44 2217 for the Polk County 
Water Authority that will establish term limits for water authority board members. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Gravett to 
approve the resolution. Second by Commissioner Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

8. Consider the suspension of Article V, Division 3, Purchasing Procedures, of the Polk 
County Ordinance, pertaining to the Morgue construction project. 
 
County Manager Denton informed the Board of the very high bid prices that came in for this 
project and explained that Administration believed Building Inspector Brian McCray could 
secure better pricing by sub-contracting this project out. Commissioner Gravett requested 
that local qualified professionals be used if possible and other purchasing policies be 
followed. 

 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Floyd to 
suspend Article V, Division 3, Purchasing Procedures, of the Polk County Ordinance, 
pertaining to the Morgue construction project. Second by Commissioner Martin. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

9. Consider new Alcohol License Application from Jason Bentley and Jody Smith 
requesting a license to sell malt beverages and wine for the business known as Roots at 
Bentley Lake LLC located at 578 Tallapoosa Highway in Cedartown. 
 
Vice Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Paschal to 
approve the application. Second by Commissioner Martin. Motion passed unanimously. 
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MANAGER’S REPORT  
 
County Manager Denton did not have any comments to add. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Martin said a special thanks to Fire Chief Hanuscin for providing a detailed 
annual report. 
 
Commissioner Gravett thanked department heads for keeping a close eye on their budgets and 
running their departments efficiently. 
 
Commissioner Paschal said he didn’t have any comments for tonight. 
 
Commissioner Floyd asked everyone to remember Commissioner Liles in their prayers as she 
recovered from surgery and he thanked Vice Chairman Thaxton for running the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Thaxton said he would save any comments he had for next month. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Chairman Floyd called for a Motion. Commissioner Paschal made a motion to adjourn. Second by 
Commissioner Floyd. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      HAL FLOYD, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
JAIME ARMSTRONG, COUNTY CLERK 
 


