POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 11, 2022 7:00 PM

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Commissioners Ray Carter, Linda Liles, Gary Martin, Chuck Thaxton and Scotty Tillery.
ABSENT:

Commissioner Hal Floyd.

OTHERS PRESENT:

County Manager Matt Denton, Assistant County Manager Connor Hooper, County Attorney
Brad McFall, and County Clerk Jaime Armstrong.

MEDIA PRESENT:

Jeremy Stewart, Polk Standard Journal, and Kevin Myrick, Polk.today.

CALL TO ORDER:

Vice-Chairman Chuck Thaxton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION:

Invocation was given by Assistant County Manager Connor Hooper.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton asked everyone to stand and join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion to approve the agenda. Motion was made by
Commissioner Carter to approve the agenda with amendments to include: Consider Adoption of
Resolution Setting Qualifying Fees for County Officials for the 2022 Election, and Pending or
Potential Litigation to Executive Session along with Personnel. Second by Commissioner
Tillery. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter to
approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting December 07, 2021 and Executive Session
December 07, 2021. Second by Commissioner Liles. Motion passed with Commissioners Carter,
Liles and Thaxton voting in favor. Commissioner Martin abstained due to his absence at the
December 07, 2021 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. CONSIDER ELECTION OF A COMMISSION CHAIRMAN FOR 2022.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton turned the meeting over to County Attorney McFall to address
the election of a Commission Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Polk County Board of
Commissioners for 2022.

County Attorney McFall requested nominations for Commission Chairman for calendar
year 2022. Commissioner Liles nominated Commissioner Floyd for Chairman. Second by
Commissioner Tillery. With no other nominees, County Attorney McFall closed the
nominations, and called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter to
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appoint Commissioner Floyd as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners for 2022.
Second by Commissioner Liles. Motion passed unanimously.

2. CONSIDER ELECTION OF A COMMISSION VICE CHAIRMAN FOR 2022.

County Attorney McFall requested nominations for Commission Vice-Chairman for
calendar year 2022. Commissioner Tillery nominated Commissioner Thaxton for Vice-
Chairman. Second by Commissioner Liles. With no other nominees, County Attorney
McFall closed the nominations, and called for a Motion. Motion was made by
Commissioner Carter to appoint Commissioner Thaxton as Vice-Chairman of the Board
of Commissioners for 2022. Second by Commissioner Martin. Motion passed
unanimously.

3. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 2022 POLK COUNTY HOLIDAY CALENDAR.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter
to approve the 2022 Polk County Holiday Calendar. Second by Commissioner Martin.
Motion passed unanimously.

4. APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE FROM JOHNNY L. ROPER FOR TAX
PARCEL 046-030 LOCATED AT 5240 ROME HIGHWAY IN ARAGON,
GEORGIA. PROPERTY IS ZONED A-1. REQUESTING A VARIANCE TO USE
AN EXISTING EASEMENT TO SUBDIVIDE PROPERTY FOR A 3-4 ACRE
BUILDING LOT FOR HIS DAUGHTER. PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION APPROVED (VOTE: UNANIMOUS).

Applicant Johnny L. Roper was present at the Work Session Meeting on January 10,
2022, along with his daughter and son-in-law Carrie and Robert Harrison, to answer any
questions the Commissioners may have prior to consideration of the request at their
Regular Meeting.

For discussion purposes, an initial motion with several amendments was made by
Commissioner Carter.

The Board discussed the matter of easement ownership. Assistant County Manager
Hooper mentioned reviewing the deed which showed that Mr. Roper has rights to the
easement, though he also noted that the applicant has an attorney working diligently to
verify ownership and resolve the issue.

Following discussions, Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made
by Commissioner Carter to approve the variance request from Johnny L. Roper for Tax
Parcel 046-030 located at 5240 Rome Highway in Aragon, Georgia to use an existing
easement to subdivide property for a 3-4 acre building lot for his daughter with the
stipulation that approval of the variance for road frontage is contingent upon documented
approval provided to administration of a valid easement to property. Second by
Commissioner Martin. Motion passed unanimously.

5. CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS
COMMITTEE; APPROVAL OF PROPOSED 2022 PAVING LIST.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton stated the Motion as recommended by the Public Works
Committee is to approve the proposed 2022 Paving List. Motion passed unanimously.

6. CONSIDER APPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, DISTRICT 3,
TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF RYAN ROBINSON. TERM EXPIRES
DECEMBER 31, 2022.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter
to appoint Bruce Bell to the Board of Elections, District 3, to fill the unexpired term of
Ryan Robinson; term expires December 31, 2022. Second by Commissioner Martin (?).
Motion pass unanimously.
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7.

10.

11.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF BOARD OF ELECTIONS CHAIRMAN FOR
2022.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Tillery
to appoint Richard Long, Sr. as Board of Elections Chairman for 2022. Second by
Commissioner Liles. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSIDER  RESOLUTION  ADOPTING POLK COUNTY  JOINT
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR 2022-2026.

The Georgia Planning Act of 1989 requires local governments to develop and maintain a
comprehensive plan to retain their Qualified Local Government status and eligibility for
State permits, grants, and loans. The second and final Public Hearing on the draft Polk
County Joint Comprehensive Plan 2022-2026 with the cities of Cedartown, Rockmart,
and Aragon was held on November 15, 2021, and is now complete.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter
to approve the resolution adopting the Polk County Joint Comprehensive Plan for 2022-
2026. Second by Commissioner Tillery.

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE
TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION AMENDING SEC. 2-189. OF THE PERSONNEL
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO EMPLOYEE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.

The proposed ordinance amendment pertaining to employee political activities alters the
restrictions relating to the Board of Elections and its employees.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton stated the Motion as recommended by the Ordinance Committee
is to adopt the resolution amending Sec. 2-189 of the Personnel Ordinance pertaining to
Employee Political Activities. Motion passed unanimously.

CONSIDER ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION SETTING QUALIFYING FEES
FOR COUNTY OFFICIALS FOR THE 2022 ELECTION.

A general primary, nonpartisan election and general election are scheduled to be held in
2022. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-131 requires the governing authority of the county to fix and
publish a qualifying fee for each county office to be filled in the upcoming primary or
election no later than February 1 of the year in which the election is to be held. In
compliance with those requirements, the proposed resolution outlines the qualifying fees
for candidates for the county offices to be elected in 2022.

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter
to adopt the resolution setting the Qualifying Fees for County Officials for the 2022
Election. Second by Commissioner Tillery. Motion passed unanimously.
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT:
a. DECEMBER 2021 FINANCE REPORT.

County Manager Denton reviewed the December 2021 Finance Report. He reported

that Revenues were 61.1%, Expenditures at 44.7%, and Agency Allocations were at
32.1%.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

Commissioner Liles congratulated the Georgia Bulldogs on winning the National Championship.
She noted a march scheduled for January 17, 2022 in honor and celebration of Martin Luther
King’s birthday as well as a Sanctity of Life march scheduled for January 29, 2022.

Commissioner Tillery welcomed Commissioner Martin back following his surgery last month.
He mentioned Commissioner Floyd’s absence due to sickness, and asked that everyone keep him
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in their prayers as well as continued prayers for Commissioner Martin. He expressed his
appreciation to everyone and stated that he is looking forward to a great year.

Commissioner Carter announced that the P25 radio system is set to go live next week. The
mobile devices have been distributed and training is currently underway on those devices. The
only issue he is aware of that needs to be resolved at this point is the mix up with the Rockmart
Fire Department’s headsets, but other than that, they are good to go live. He ended by stating that
he is also looking forward to a great year.

Commissioner Martin stated he would like to thank God for guiding Dr. Wilson’s hand and
getting him through surgery. He expressed his appreciation for everyone’s prayers during that
time as well as the continued prayers through his recovery. He asked that everyone also keep
Commissioner Floyd in their prayers. He conveyed a belated thank you to all the law
enforcement officers in honor of National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, which was
January 09, 2022.

Commissioner Thaxton stated he is glad to hear that the P25 radio system is ready to go live. He
thanked Commissioner Carter and Assistant Manager Hooper for all their hard work on that
project stating he knows it has been a long battle.

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR PERSONNEL AND PENDING OR POTENTIAL
LITIGATION:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Carter to enter
into Executive Session. Second by Commissioner Liles. Motion was passed with Commissioners
Carter, Liles and Tillery voting in favor. Commissioner Martin voted against.

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Martin
reconvene the Regular Meeting. Second by Commissioner Liles. Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURN:

Vice-Chairman Thaxton called for a Motion. Motion was made by Commissioner Martin to
adjourn. Second by Commissioner Carter. Motion passed unanimously.

POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HAL FLOYD, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:

JAIME ARMSTRONG, COUNTY CLERK



