





PITTSFIELD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

April 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
President White called the meeting to Order in regular session at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Councilors Amuso, Conant, Costa, Kavey, Lampiasi, Noto, Persip, Serre, Warren
White & Wrinn

In accordance with MGL Chapter 30A, Section 20, President White notified those present that
the proceedings were being audio and video recorded.

AGENDA

The microphone was open {o the public:
Barbara Mahony, 10 Cynthia Lane, urges the council to vote against the median safety ordinance.
Scott Shreve, 205 Wendell Ave, voiced his concern to vote no on the safety median ordinance.

Mike Denton, 77 Adelaide Ave, Pastor of the United Church of Christ that houses and founded
the South Community Food Pantry is opposed to the median safety ordinance in these uncertain
times.

Paul Gregory, 25 Roseland Drive, urges the council to take action against the school committee
as the budget has grown. They need to show concern and rain in the schools as the chair has
stated the results of the report will not be made public.

Shaun Manion, 646 North Street, stated they need to come up with the data to prove this is
needed. He believes the data does not exist. He said there will be a lawsuit against this if it moves
forward.

Ephraim Alexander Swarts, 11 Second Street, thanked the four council members for voting
against this at Ordinance and Rules and is hopeful that the full council will vote it down.

Michael Hitchock, 164 Skyland Trail, is very impressed with the Ordinance and Rules opinions
and the full council should support their decision. He runs the food pantry and knows how hard it
is for these citizens.

Becky Crane, 100 Resivore Road, Dalton, asked that the median safety ordinance be filed. They
believe this is about poverty not safety.

Nicholas Russo, 38 North Street and BRPC, stated it is important to think about safety in the
roadways. The measure on the table does not represent this shared desire for safety and does
not support the Berkshire Steps plan.

Joel Hunting, 275 View Drive, stated the sidewalk of Park Square is ok to walk and you do not
need a permit as you do in the grassy park. He does not think the government should have a say
over this and stated it should be filed.



Patrick Doyle, 53 Bromback Street, encouraged the council to file the median safety ordinance, if
it passes, he will sue the city and most likely win. He stated there should be free housing in the
city. He also encouraged the city not to work with ICE.

Kate Grater, 241 Holmes Road, stated the pan handling in the city is nothing compared to New
York City, this threatens the constitution and urges the council to vote against the ordinance.

Robert Shepard, 85 Otis Ave, Dalton, stated the council should seek information from the food
pantries in the area to discuss this issue and what is going on behind the scenes.

Margo Paige, 119 Cole Ave, Williamstown and Berkshire Interfaith and Cathedral of the Beloved
urges the council to vote against this ordinance and has a problem with the multi-tiered
enforcement part of it. She understands that this came about out of caring for residents.

Margret Gregory, 270 Old Dalton Rd, Hinsdale, stated there is an urgent need to relocate part of
the police department to Old Town Hall as the current building is deteriorating and provided
pictures.

Danielle Munn, 15 Hollister Street, and a business on North Street, does not agree that the median
safety ordinance is about safety and urges the council to vote against it.

Kamarr Taliaferro, 78 Howard Street, is against the median safety ordinance and hopes the
council is against it. He said it is the poor code. Pittsfield needs to vote against this, and he wants
to know what the next step from councilors is.

AGENDA

Approval of March 25, 2025 minutes. Councifor Warren made a motion to approve carried by a
unanimous vote of the ten members present.

APPOINTMENTS

A communication from Mayor Marchetti reappointing Alexandra Tasak Groff to the Community
Preservation Committee. Councilor Warren made a motion to approve carried by a unanimous
vole of the ten members present.

A communication from Mayor Marchetti reappointing Rhonda Serre to the Ordinance Review
Committee. Councilor Warren made a motion to approve carried by a unanimous vote of the ten
members prasent.

A communication from Mayor Marchetti reappointing Brian Andrews to the Traffic Commission.

Councifor Warren made a motion fo approve carried by a unanimous vote of the ten members
present.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HIS HONOR THE MAYOR







REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Reports from the Ordinance and Rules Commiftee

A report from the Ordinances and Rules Committee on an Ordinance amending City Code,
Chapter 2, Article XXIX, Animal Control Commission, recommending to approve 5/0. Councilor
Warren made a motion to accept the report carried by a unanimous vole of the ten members
present. Councilor Warren made a motion to Ordain carried by a unanimous rolf call vote of the
ten members present.

A report from the Ordinances and Rules Commitiee on a report from the Charter Review
Committee with recommendations to update the City of Pittsfield Charter, recommending to
approve 5/0. Councilor Warren made a motion to accept the report carried by a unanimous vote
of the ten members present. Councilor Warren made a motion to refer to the Committee of the
Whole carried by a unanimous vote of the ten members present.

A report from the Ordinances and Rules Committee on a petition from Councilor Amuso
requesting when a dwelling is removed, the property owner is responsible for maintaining the
property, recommending to file 5/0. Councitor Amuso made a motion fo accept the report and
place on file carried by a unanimous vote of the ten members present.

A report from the Ordinances and Rules Committee on a petition from LeMarr Talley requesting
to establish a case study to amend the adoption of City Code Chapter 18 ¥z Surveillance
Technology Oversight, recommending to file 5/0. Councifor Warren made a motion to accept the
report and place on file. Councilor Warren stated the petitioner can always bring this back up.
The ordinance that the council approved dealt with software that the city can purchase. It does
not refer to law enforcement situations that was referenced in the petition. The motion fo file
carried by a unanimous vote of the ten members present.

A report from the Ordinances and Rules Committee on an Ordinance to require a background
check with the Department of Children for all new hires who have contact with minors,
recommending to approve 5/0. Councilor Warren made a motion to approve the report carried by
a unanimous vote of the ten members present. Councilor Warren made a motion to ordain for
the purpose of discussion. Councilor Noto believed that this ordinance is too broad, and she
strongly opposes this as many findings are appealed and successfully found without basis and
approximately half are overturned by the fair Hearing Office. This is an extreme overreach of
privacy, and the ordinance is too broad. President White asked the Solicitor if this is passed will it
cover school employees or just city employees. Attorney Grierson stated this will only cover city
employees. Councilor Warren stated that Councilor Noto is correct and raises some good points
that need to be looked at. Councilor Amuso stated she voted for this but with the points brought
forward she believes it needs more work and supports tabling. Councilor Kavey asked Attorney
Grierson for more information. Atterney Grierson addressed the DCF background concems. It
states that the department of central registry check will show whether an individual has any
supported reports of child abuse in or neglect within Massachusetts. The department of central
registry check does not include unsupported reports, reports with the finding of substantial
concern or reports where the named individual was reported as an alleged victim of child abuse
and or neglect. Councilor Kavey suggested referring it back to Ordinances and Rules. Councilor
Noto referred to greater Boston Legal Services and issues that resolve around this. She has
extensive experience with survivors of domestic violence and would hate for a qualified applicant
to get caught up in this circumstance. She believes this is an overreach of due process and does




















































































lennifer Reynoids Pittsfield Senior Center

Application Form

General Questions

Project Name*
Narne of Project.

The Happy Club Heart to HeART

Amount Requested*
$3,000.00

Total Cost of the Project*
$3,000.00

Application Guidelines
I have read and agree to the application guidelines. Click Here to view the Arts Build Community application
guidelines.

Yes

Prior Funding*
Did you receive funding in 2024 through this grant opportunity? (Preference will be given to organizations and
projects not funded in 2024)

Na

IRS 501(c)(3)*

Is your organization an 1RS 501(c){3) nonprofit?
Yes

Government Entity*
Is your organization a government entity [e.g. town, school)?

Yes

Tax ID Number

If yes to either question, what is your organization’s tax ID number?
04-601147
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Jennifer Reynolds Pittsfield Senior Center

engagement. With our experienced staff, dedicated facilities, and strong community network, we are fully
prepared to implement this project and ensure its success in improving the lives of vulnerable older adulits.

Project How & Why*

How and why did this project become a priority for your organization?

This project emerged as a priority for the Senior Center due to the growing need for specialized support for
low-income older adults with dementia, Alzheimer's, and other disabilities. The senior population in Pittsfield
continues to rise, so does the demand for meaningful, structured programs that enrich quality of life while
providing respite for caregivers. We aim to fill a critical service gap, enhancing the well-being of at-risk
seniors while reinforcing our center as a vital resource.

Project Qutcomes / Impact

What outcomes / impact do you expect to achieve? How do you expect to measure your outcomes (ex. ticket
sales, surveys)?

This project will have both short-term and long-term benefits for low-income older adults with dementia,
Alzheimer's, and other disabilities, as well as their caregivers and the broader community. Increased social
engagement, improved emotional well-being, cognitive stimulation, better quality of life with meaningful
engagement, improved health outcomes and it will serve as a model for other Senior Centers and day
programs.

Challenges*

What challenges has your organization faced when attempting to reach historically marginalized residents in the
Berkshires?

The Senior Center faces several challenges in reaching and serving historically marginalized populations,
particularly those who are low-income, disabled, or living with dementia and Alzheimer’s. These challenges
stem from both systemic and resource-related issues, which can limit access to essential services for these
communities. We do provide transportation but financial constraints for programs continues to be a
challenge.

Barriers*

In what ways will you work to reduce barriers to participation in your arts and creative programs amang those who
may not currently participate in them, but aspire to?

Check all that apply.

Cost

Transportation

Social discomfort (feeling unwelcnme based on race and social class)
Disconnection from the arts

Timeline*

Please outline your project timeline. Your praject must be completed and reported on by February 1, 2026.
Upon approval by the City Council, we will initiate monthly in-person art and music classes, providing direct
instruction to participants. Additionally, we will organize field trips to offer more immersive, hands-on

experiences that complement the creative and therapeutic programming, The project would start right away
and continue through January 2026.
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Jennifer Reynolds Pittsfield Senior Center

File Attachment Summary

Applicant File Uploads
No files were uploaded
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CP4A-2M-11-04

TRAFFIC ORDER
No. ..ovvene-.

Ordered:

Section 1

Section 2

City of Pittsfield

IN CITY COUNCIL

AN ORDER

AMENDING PARKING REGULATIONS

That Traffic Order #10, approved October 30®, 1967, establishing ways and parts of ways
upon which parking is prohibited, as amended, be and hereby is further amended by adding
thereto the following:

Union Street
South Side: From Francis Avenue to Daniels Avenue

That this order shall take effect upon approval by the City Council of the City of Pitisfield,
seven (7) days after publication by the City Clerk and upon removal of the official

signhage.



o City of Pittsfield
TRAFFIC ORDER M A & 8 A C H U S E T T S

1 [« T IN CITY COUNCIL

AN ORDER

Ordered:

AMENDING PARKING REGULATIONS ON UNION STREET

Section 1
Traffic Orders 54A, 621, 716, and 984 established parking regulations on Union Street,
shall hereby be further amended by striking therefrom the following:
90-Minute Parking Zone — 5AM to Midnight
Union Street
South_Side: From a point 30 feet westerly from North Street to a point 15 feet
easterly from Northrup Avenue
Section 2
That Traffic Order #10, approved October 30", 1967, establishing ways and parts of ways
upon which parking is prohibited, as amended, be and hereby is further amended by adding
thereto the following:
Union Street
South Side: From a point 30 feet westerly from North Street to a point 15 feet
easterly from Northrup Avenue
Section 3

That this order shall take effect upon approval by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield,
seven (7) days after publication by the City Clerk and upon removal of the official

signage.









City of Pittsfield

No. M A S &8 ACHUSETT S

IN CITY COUNCIL
AN ORDER

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Ordered BLOCK GRANT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR THE 2024-2025 PROGRAM YEAR
€ .

1. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to submit the Community Development
Block Grant Fiver Year Consolidated Plan (PY2025 - 2029) and the PY 2025
Annual Action Plan for the 2025-2026 calendar year to the U.S. Department of
Housing & Urban Development (HUD), and assurances contained therein; and

2. That the Mayor is directed and authorized to act in connection with the
submission of the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan and to provide such
additional information as may be required; and

3. That in accordance with the requirements of Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 44, Section 53A, the Director of the Department of Community
Development is hereby authorized to accept said grant including payments of
Program Income, if any, and shall deposit any amounts received with the City
Treasurer who shall hold said amounts in separate accounts; and

4. That said grant and payments of Program Income may be expended without
further appropriation, as provided for in M.G.L. Ch, 44.53A.






























1/6425, 12:53 PM Ash West school district expands employee background checks to include DGF

after word got out that Ash-West was tightening their background checks. "They all without
question backed this effort.”

The additional background check would not include other reasons why an individual may
have had interactions with DCF officials personally or professionally, according to Stewart,
nor would it return any unsupported findings, including situations where the agency may
have investigated a situation but did not determine that abuse or neglect occurred.

"When you look at what folks are already agreeing to through the CORI process and the
fingerprint process, we believe (the DCF check) is actually far less intrusive in terms of their
personal information,” he said, adding that CORI checks provide information about any
charges associated with a prospective employee, even those in which the individual was
eventually found not guilty or a case was continued without a finding,.

https:lew.lhegar'dnernews.oumfstoryhewsfeduc:atior#2025!01!06,‘ashbumham-wastminstar—sd‘:cal-dishic:l-expands-employee-badcgmund-dwecks-to.,.
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The undersigned respectfully

I respectfully submit this petition requesting that the City Council go on record urging the
Pittsfield School Committee to release a public summary of the findings from the independent
investigation into staff misconduct at Pittsfield High School.

The community has been deeply affected by recent events, including the arrest of a school
administrator on federal drug charges and subsequent allegations involving other staff members.
While we understand the importance of protecting individual privacy rights, transparency is
crucial in restoring public trust in our educational institutions.

At the core of this issue is trust, trust hetween the school district and the community it serves.
The scandal at Pittsfield High School has eroded that trust severely. Students and parents have
felt betrayed that school officials, who are supposed to ensure a safe learning environment, were
implicated in serious misconduct. Confidence in the school’s leadership and in the district’s
ability to police itself has been shaken.

I propose the release of an executive summary that outlines the scope of the investigation, the
process undertaken, and the general conclusions reached. This summary should be crafted to
respect legal and privacy considerations while providing the public with a clear understanding of
the outcomes.

Such transparency will demonstrate the School Committee's commitment to accountability and
help rebuild confidence among students, parents, and the broader community.

Earl G Persip il

Councilor At- Large




To the City Council of the City of Pittsfield:

The undersigned respectfully

I respectfully submit this petition to request that Commissioner
Morales look into ways to improve pedestrian safety around our
public schools, with the goal of having solutions in place for the
2025-2026 school year. Specifically, we ask that the City
consider the options below -

. Painting school crosswalks in a brighter, more visible color
to help draw attention to these critical pedestrian zones.

2. Repainting school crosswalks twice a year instead of once,
to ensure visibility is maintained throughout the school
_year.
». Installing flashing crosswalk signs at the busiest school
crossings, particularly near elementary and middle schools,
to alert drivers and improve student safety.

These improvements would make a meaningful d1ﬁ‘erence in the
daily safety of children and families who walk to and from
school.

4/0 /25
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