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Open Space and
Recreation Plans

RSP Massachusetts e = (] tOOI Communltles use to plon for
T P conservation and recreation needs.

> make the community eligible for state
grant funding.

> reviewed and approved by the Division
of Conservation Services.

> relevant for 7 years and then require
updating.
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Open Spaces include:

» Lakes and Rivers

» State Parks

»> Preserves and Land Trusts

> Town Lands- parks, cemeteries, beaches
» Farms

» Forests and wetlands

> Wildlife Management Areas

> Private land in Agriculture Preservation Restriction,

Conservation Restriction, or tax abatement program
(Chapter 61)
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The largest city in Berkshire County, Pittsfield has a wide range of options for
outdoor recreation. The two branches af the Housatonic River can be
accessed from several locations. Pittsfield also has two lakes featuring boat
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Goals from 2017

-Protect natural resources to maintain biodiversity,

-Ensure adequate opportunities and facilities for
recreation and conservation uses for residents of all
ages and abilities.

-Ensure adequate funding for maintaining and
upgrading existing city parks.

-Preserve traditional land use patterns, decrease
sprawl, and protect open spaces.

-Partner with residents, the state and other groups to
enhance open space facilities.
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Let's practice using the Mentimeter program
to provide community feedback!

> Use a web browser to navigate to www.menti.com
» On the Menti.com webpage, input the 8 digit code displayed at the top of the
nage.




Guess the number
between 1-20
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\What Pittsfield Park do you use the most?
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\What word or words come to mind regarding
Pittsfield parks?

29 responses

peaceful putdoor time

walking holing
green places
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Pittsfield: Open Space & Recreation
Survey

Wednesday, July 17, 2024

288

Total Responses

Powere d by h SurveyMonkey



Hiking / walking

Water activities (swimming, wading, exploring...

Boating / canoeing / kayaking

Q1: Choose up to five Gardening
(5) activities that you M e

Baseball games at Wahconah Park

enjoy doing in
Pittsfield.

Answered: 288 Skipped: 0

Bird watching

Playgrounds / swings / slides
Outdoor movies/concerts

Field sports (soccer, baseball, etc.)
Picnicking

Court sports (tennis, basketball, pickleball, etc.)
Camping

Fishing / ice fishing
Running / jogging

Downbhill skiing

Snowshoeing

Snowmobiling/ATVs

Golfing

Other (please specify)

Skiing - cross country

Skateboarding / BMX / roller blading
Ice Skating/hockey

Horseback riding

Hunting / trapping

Powered by h SurveyMnnkey'
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Choose your three (3) favorite outdoor activities
from the following list?

13

9
5 O
A
| . .

Hiking/Walking Water Activities Boating/Canoeing/Ka Gardening Bicycling Dogwalking
(Swimming, wading, yaking
etc.) ®

iy a



If we didn't include your favorite activity on the
last slide, tell us about it here.

18 responses

gather with friends

use playgroind equopment |
concerts musical events ~ meditate
sports watch the world go round

special event fCIiI’S

concert people watch  exercise

market farmers market
enjoy nature  ariverwalk
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Q2: How often do you or

v ' " 1 - _— o I

your family participate in _ Gandsring
e Hiking / walking n———— . mm
the fO"OWII’Ig OUtdOOr Dog walking ——————— |
activities in PittSﬁ@Id? Bird w.atch?ng [ — . ]
Bicycling p— O seseeeeeee—————]
Field sports (soccer, baseball, etc.) —— O
Answered: 287 SkKipped: 1 Playgrounds / swings / slides — S
Water activities (swimming, wading, explmring...ﬁ— o —
Running / jogging  — ]
Court sports (tennis, basketball, pickleball, etc.) ﬁ— .
Boating / canoeing / kayaking = o —

Skateboarding / BMX / roller blading |-

1

Snowmobiling/ATVs

1

Fishing / ice fishing

Horseback riding

1

Ice skating/hockey

1

Camping

1

Hunting / trapping

1

Skiing - cross country

Snowshoeing
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Q3: How would you rate each of the following in your neighborhood?
Answered: 284 Skipped: 4

Ability to walk for leisure or exercise.

Ability to visit a park with a quiet natural setting.

Ability to walk to a park or playground.

Ability for you or your children to participate in a sports or exercise
program.

Ability to bike for leisure, exercise, or transit || EEGTNGG—_E_—

Quality of city-owned parks and playgrounds.

1 | | I i | | | I

0% 10% 20 30% 40% 50% ©60% /0% 80% 90% 100%

-

B Very Poor M Poor Average ™M Good M Very Good
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Q4: Choose all relevant/necessary improvements to Pittsfield city parks.

Answered: 267 Skipped: 21

Bathrooms. 59%

Improved park maintenance 51%

Trash pickup.

36%

More security.

Better lighting. 31%
Better parking. 23%
Handicap access. 13%
None. 1 1%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(2
vl
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\What improvements would you like to
see in Pittsfield Parks?

/

6
5
4
. |

Addtional Bathrooms Increased park More Security/Lighting Addtional parking Addtional Accesishility
maintenance including improvements
trash pickup
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Q5: Pittsfield needs more recreational opportunities for: (check all that apply)
Answered: 288 Skipped: 0

58%

Adults
Youth 57%
Seniors

People with disabilities

Pets

12%

Don't know / neutral

Other (please specify)

9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Powered by h SurveyMonkey
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Tell us more about specific improvements you

would like to see in Pittsfield Parks...

| would like to see
campgrounds at Burbank
park!

Improved surveillance to
reduce vandalism

Another dog friendly
area.Bike trails, bike
training area

lce skating

Security / surveillance

Guided nature walks

An outdoor pool with
classes for different age
groups

Increase paved pathin
woodsice skating
speedskating
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Tell us more about specific improvements you
would like to see in Pittsfield Parks...

Walking trail Additional lighting in the area Trash can equity. Put cans More accessible walking
improvements in parking area at Springside where there's most trash and trails/boardwalk paths.
house not judge people who miss Remove
the receptacle. More grass/rocks/obstacles

opportunities to recycle

Wildlife viewing



Q6: Rate the following categories for city use of Parks and Recreation funds from 4 mentimeter
high to low priority?

Answered: 288 Skipped: 0

Hiking/walking trails. | KEE—S———

Playgrounds/swings/slides. |

e

Bike paths (on or off road) |EEE—S S e

Field sports (soccer, baseball, etc.)

N A |
Court sports (basketball, pickleball, etc.) GGG e
Gardening. | NEEE— e
. |
———

e

Bird/wildlife viewing.

Cross-Country Skiing/Snowshoeing.

Fishing/ice fishing. | IEEG—_———— e

1 I I I 1 I I ] I 1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% o50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%

B High Priority B Medium Priority = ™ Low Priority B | don't support this activity.

Powered by h SurveyMonkey



\What areas would you like to see further parks
investment from the city of Pittsfield?

Hiking/Walking Playground Bike Paths (on Field Sports Court Sports  Gardening Wildlife viewing
Trails Equipment or off road)

11




l Mentimeter
Q7: Which activities would you like to see more of in Pittsfield?

Answered: 288 Skipped: 0

Nature programs.

54%
46%

Summer youth programs.
35%

33%

33%

Organized youth sports outside of school programming.

Adult organized sports.

Programs for seniors.

20%
13%

6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Parent-child programs.

Other (please specify)

None of the above

| | | ] | I | ] |

piy
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\Which activities would you like to see more of in
Pittsfield? Rank your choices.

1st Nature programming
2nd N el o
3rd B
4th Programs for seniors
5th Additional adult sports

=0
e O



A Mentimeter

Q9: What activities do you enjoy at Pittsfield lakes? (please check all that apply)

Answered: 266 Skipped: 22

Swimming

67%
Canoeing/kayak 62%

Live at the Lake

Fishing

Motorboating/jetski

19%
16%

Other (please specify)

Ice fishing. 12%
Watersports (waterskiing, tubing, etc.) 11%
Rowing. 11%
Sailing 8%
D:]/f:: 16% 2[;% 3[;'% -’-'l(;% 5[;% EUI% 7(;% 8[;% 9[:;% IUID%

piy
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\What activities do you enjoy at Pittsfield lakes?
(Rank your preferences)

Canoeing/
- kayaking
2nd Swimming
3rd Live at the Lake
4th Fishing
5th _ Motorboating
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Q11: Indicate your level of support of the following activities in Pittsfield?
Answered: 285 Skipped: 3

Protect scenic areas. §
Maintain wildlife habitat and travel corridors §

Extend the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail into Lenox. B

Protect farmland. |

Create greenways along main rivers and streams. |§

Expand existing parks and conservation areas. R |

Create new public recreation areas. ¥

I I i I | 1 | | |

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% S0% 100%

-

B Strongly Oppose. M Oppose. Neutral. Support. M Strongly Support.

iy
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Indicate your level of support for the following
activities?

Protect scenic areas

Maintain wildlife habitat and travel corridors

Extend the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail to Lenox

Expand existing parks and conservation areas

Protect farmland )

Create greenways along rivers and streams

Create new public recreation areas

Strongly disagree Strongly agree



Q12: Which of the following conservation practices would you be willing to M Mentimoter
implement on your own property?
Answered: 264 Skipped: 24

Plant native species and pollinator friendly species.

80%

Remove Invasive species.

76%

Reduce use of insecticide, herbicide, fertilizers to reduce
infiltration into water bodies.

72%

Install rain gardens and/or vegetative buffers to reduce runoff
and nutrient loading in lakes, rivers, and streams.

55%

Install shades or light fixtures that decrease light pollution

e 51%

(dark skies improvements). 0

Provide an easement or sale of land to support trail
improvements in the city.

Other (please specify)

7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

I | I I I I ] I |
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\Which conservation practices would you
implement on your own property?

Plant native species and pollinator friendly species

Remove invasive species

Reduce use of insecticide, herbicide, and fertilizers

Strongly disagree Strongly agree
O ©
e a



Q13: Rate the following categories for city use of open space and recreation funds . pentimeter
from high to low priority?
Answered: 279 Skipped: 9

Protect drinking water.
Preserve wildlife corridors and habitats.

Preserve open space.

Hiking/walking trails.
Preserve farmland.

Playgrounds/swings/slides.

Bike paths (on or off road)

Bird/wildlife viewing.

Field Sports (soccer, baseball, etc.)
Court sports (basketball, pickleball, etc.)

Fishing/ice fishing.

T — ]
N
e e
Gardening. T @ ==
e [
[ ET— [,
IS EEE——

Cross-Country skiing/snowshoeing.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%

W High Priority B Medium Priority ™ Low Priority B | don't support this activity.

iy
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\Would you support increased parks funding for
maintenance and capital improvement
projects?

Yes No

=0
e ®



Q16: Which city ward do you live in?

Answered: 263 Skipped: 25

Ward 4

Ward 7

Ward 3

Ward 5

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 6

| don't live in Pittsfield

Powered by A SurveyMonkey
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Q17: Do you rent or own your home?
Answered: 266 Skipped: 22

Rent 13%
Own 82%
| prefer not to answer. 5%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

sy
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Q18: How do you get information about Parks and Recreation/open space issues ing mentimeter
Pittsfield?

Answered: 258 Skipped: 30

Social Media postings 65%
Berkshire Eagle/Edge/or other publication

E-mail notice from city hall

City website

10%

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% >0% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

piy
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Tell us about how you get your information
about Parks and Recreation in Pittsfield?

Social Media
Postings

1st

Berkshire Eagle/

2nd Edge

E-mails from City

3rd Hall

4th The city website
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Reviewing the 2017 Goals. \Which goals do you think
we have made progress on?

-Protect natural resources tomaintain biodiversity,

&

-Ensure adequate opportunities and facilities for recreation
and conservation uses for residents of all ages andgbilities.

-Ensure adequate funding for maintaining and upgding
existing city parks .

-Preserve traditional land use patterns, decrease sprawl, and

protect open spaces.
4.2

-Partner with residents, the state and other groups to enhance

open space facilities.

Strongly disagree Strongly agree
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Ask a question about Open Spaces
in Pittsfield.

2 questions
2 upvotes
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Thank you for
attending, please
watch the city's
website for more
information about
Open Space Planning
in Pittsfield.




