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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville joined hands to prepare a joint Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan and identify the parks and recreation needs of the community. This update builds on the 

ideas set forth in previous plans, makes recommendations for meeting the community's future 

recreation needs, and presents an implementation strategy for parks and recreation improvement. 

 

The Brandon-Ortonville Parks and Recreation Master Plan articulates a vision for parks, pathways, and 

recreation in Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville. The purpose of this Plan is to guide 

recreation planning and development efforts of the Village of Ortonville and Brandon Township over the 

next five-year period. Once adopted, this Plan is the official document to be used by the Village and the 

Township to guide decisions regarding parks and recreation. The Plan is intended to meet state 

standards for community recreation planning that are necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs. 

 

W H A T  T H I S  P L A N  C O N T A I N S  

The Brandon-Ortonville Parks and Recreation Master Plan follows the format suggested by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 

Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans (2014). The first chapter provides a description of the 

community including a summary on both the social and physical characteristics of the area as well as a 

discussion of current planning initiatives affecting the community. The Administrative Structure chapter 

includes a description of how parks and recreation services are administered in the Village of Ortonville 

and Brandon Township including budget and funding information. The next chapter, Recreation 

Inventory, describes the existing Village and Township parks as well as those of the state and the region 

located nearby. It includes an accessibility assessment and a description of previous grant-assisted park 

projects. The Public Participation and Needs Assessment portion of the Plan presents the input received 

from local officials, staff, and residents, which helped in formulating the Goals and Objectives and Action 

Program chapters. The Action Program chapter outlines an action plan with strategies for 

implementation. The final chapter, Supporting Documents, includes the official resolutions and notices 

documenting the plan's adoption by Village Council and Township Board. 

 

P L A N N I N G  P R O C E S S  

The process used to generate the plan consisted of three major phases which are described below. 

 

1. Where are we now? This phase involved a review of demographics and the planning context to 

provide a foundation for the planning process. In this phase, parks and facilities were 

inventoried and mapped to document existing resources and begin to assess their conditions. 

The information is organized into three main categories: community description, administrative 

structure, and recreation inventory.  

2. Where do we want to be? The second phase in the planning process consisted of an analysis of 

the area's parks and recreation system to determine recreation deficiencies and needs. Public 

participation was sought through an online questionnaire to solicit ideas and suggestions from 

the community about their recreation preferences. Input was also solicited from public officials 

and staff at public meetings. 
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3. How do we get there? Once needs were identified, the final phase involved developing plan 

elements to support the community’s vision for parks and recreation and provide for park 

planning and development. Recommended projects were summarized in a project schedule, 

accompanied by strategies for implementation. This phase also included preparation of a full 

draft of the Plan, which was presented to Township and Village staff and officials as well as the 

public for review and comment prior to adoption. 

 

The following diagram illustrates the planning process and how it corresponds to the MDNR suggested 

format described earlier. 

 

    MDNR Suggested Format 

Where are 
we now 

 Community Description 
Administration Structure 

Recreation Inventory 

 Description of the Planning Process 
Community Description 
Administrative Structure 

     Recreation Inventory 

      

Where do we 
want to be 

 
Recreation Needs 

 Needs Assessment and  
Public Participation 

     
 

How do we 
get there 

 
Master Plan 

 Goals and Objectives 
Action Program 

    Supporting Documents 

 

D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  P L A N N I N G  A R E A  

Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville are the jurisdictions of this Plan. Located in North 

central Oakland County, they are bordered by Oxford Township to the east, Independence Township to 

the south, Groveland Township to the west, and Hadley Township, Lapeer County, to the north. 

Ortonville Road, M-15, provides the major access road to the community.  

 

Figure 1. Location Map 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Adapted from Wikipedia 

Michigan 

Oakland County 

Oxford 

Independence 

Hadley 

Groveland 
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Figure 2. Population Trends, Brandon, Ortonville & Neighboring Communities 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  D E S C R I P T I O N  

To gain an understanding of the opportunities the community has to offer, the first three chapters of the 

Plan provide information on the social and physical characteristics of Brandon Township and the Village 

of Ortonville. 

 

P O P U L A T I O N  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the population of the Village of Ortonville and Brandon Township 

showed continued growth over the past thirty years, greater than the growth experienced by Oakland 

County as a whole. Projections provided by the Southeast Michigan Council of Government (SEMCOG) 

also indicate continued growth in the future for the Village, while the Township's population is expected 

to slightly decrease or stabilize, consistent with growth observed in Oakland County and in Southeast 

Michigan. 

 

Table 1. Population, 1990-2040 

 
Census 

1990 
Census 

2000 
Census 

2010 
% Increase 
1990-2010 

SEMCOG 
2040  

% Increase 
2010-2040 

Village of Ortonville 1,252 1,535 1,442 15.2% 1,620 12.3% 

Brandon Township 10,799 13,230 13,733 27.2% 13,548 -1.3% 

Oakland County 1,083,592 1,194,156 1,202,362 11.0% 1,246,863 3.7% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990, 2000, and 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 

Population trends in adjacent communities also indicate a leveling of the population. Figure 2 indicates 

that the majority of Oakland 

County communities surrounding 

Brandon Township are expected 

to experience only slight 

population increases or decreases 

between 2010 and 2040. Recent 

trends have also indicated a 

leveling in the number of 

households in the Township and 

the Village between 2000 and 

2010. Projections show that this 

trend will largely continue for 

both population and households. 

Household projections, shown in 

Table 2 on the next page, exhibit 

slight increases for both the 

Village and the Township 

between 2010 and 2040.   
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Table 2. Household Types, 2000-2040 

 Village of Ortonville Brandon Township 

 
Census 
2000 

Census 
2010 

SEMCOG 
2014 

SEMCOG 
2040 

Census 
2000 

Census 
2010 

SEMCOG 
2014 

SEMCOG 
2040 

Total Households 537 511 534 599 4,475 4,799 4,891 5,129 

Households with 
children  

257 208 n/a n/a 2,111 1,868 n/a n/a 

Households with 
seniors 65 +  

86 81 n/a n/a 525 848 n/a n/a 

n/a: not available 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 

 
As presented in Table 2, Brandon Township had 4,799 households in 2010, an increase of 324 

households from 2000. SEMCOG estimates Brandon Township had 4,891 households in July 2014 and 

will have 5,129 in 2040. On the other hand, the Village of Ortonville had 511 households in 2010, a 

decrease of 26 households from 2000. SEMCOG estimates the Village had 534 households in July 2014 

and will have 599 in 2040. 

 

Household trends generally indicate a decrease in the number of household with children and an 

increase of the number of households with seniors. The number of households with children in Brandon 

Township decreased from 2,111 in 2000 to 1,868 in 2010, representing a 5.4 percent decrease while the 

number of households with seniors increased significantly from 525 in 2000 to 848 in 2010, representing 

a 7.2 percent increase. Similarly, the number of households with children in the Village of Ortonville 

decreased from 257 in 2000 to 208 in 2010, representing a 9.1 percent decrease, while the number of 

households with seniors decreased slightly from 86 in 2000 to 81 in 2010, representing a 0.9 percent 

decrease.  

 
Table 3. Age Characteristics, 2010-2040 

 Village of Ortonville Brandon Township 

 2010 2040 2010 2040 

Under 5 77 5.3% 115 7.1% 721 5.3% 801 5.9% 

5 - 17 319 22.1% 232 14.3% 2,880 21.0% 2,253 16.6% 

18 - 24 138 9.6% 141 8.7% 1,086 7.9% 1,139 8.4% 

25 - 34 156 10.8% 235 14.5% 1,244 9.1% 1,490 11.0% 

35 - 59 594 41.2% 462 28.5% 5,791 42.2% 4,483 33.1% 

60 - 64 56 3.9% 59 3.6% 823 6.0% 673 5.0% 

65 - 74 58  4.0% 132 8.1% 787 5.7% 1,296 9.6% 

75+ 44 3.1% 244 15.1% 401 2.9% 1,413 10.4% 

Total 1,442  100% 1,620 100% 13,733 100% 13,548 100% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 and SEMCOG Forecast 
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Similarly, projections indicate a decreasing trend in the children population and an increasing trend in 

the senior population. As shown in Table 3, children below the age of 18 make up about 27 percent of 

the total population in the Village of Ortonville and 26 percent in Brandon Township in 2010. The 

number of children in the Village is projected to decrease by 49 in 2040, to represent a decrease from 

27.4 to 21.4 percent in the proportion of children.  Children in the Township are also projected to 

slightly decrease by 547 in 2040, to represent a decrease from 26.3 to 22.5 percent in the proportion of 

children. The fastest segment of the population will be seniors. Indeed, the number of people over 65 

years of age is projected to increase by 274 in the Village in 2040, to represent an increase in the 

proportion of seniors from 7.1 to 23.2 percent. The Township will see an increase of 1,521 seniors in 

2040, representing an increase from 8.6 to 20 percent.  

 

Residents of both Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville are predominantly white. Other races 

make up less than three percent of the population. The minority groups include African Americans, 

people of Asian descent, and people of other or mixed race origins.  

 

H O U S I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  T R E N D S  

Between 2000 and 2010, Brandon Township experienced steady housing growth, while the Village did 

not. The number of housing units increased by 534 in Brandon Township, while the Village of Ortonville 

saw a decrease of 41 new units during the same time period. Single-family homes are predominant in 

both municipalities, accounting for 78 percent of the housing stock in Brandon Township and 74 percent 

in Ortonville. The other units in Brandon Township include 21 percent manufactured housing and 1 

percent apartments. The Village includes 14 percent apartments, 11 duplexes, and less than 1 percent 

townhouses/condominiums and manufactured housing. The median house value for the Village in 2010 

was $148,104, down from $177,100 in 2000. Brandon Township’s median house value also decreased 

from $204,300 in 2000 to $175,455 in 2010. 

 

Table 4. Housing Type, 2000-2010 

 Brandon Township Village of Ortonville 

 
Census 
2000 

5-Yr ACS 
2010 

Change 
2000-2010 

Census 
2000 

5-Yr ACS 
2010 

Change 
2000-2010 

Single-Family Detached 3,659 4,105 446 398 393 -5 

Duplex 0 0 0 38 59 21 

Townhouse/Attached Condo 19 0 -19 33 6 -27 

Multi-Unit Apartment 23 22 -1 104 72 -32 

Mobile Home/Manufactured Housing 1,011 1,119 108 0 2 2 

Total 4,712 5,246 534 573 532 -41 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, American Community Survey, 2010, and SEMCOG 

 

The general trend and growth in population, households, and housing units from 2000 and 2010 for the 

Brandon-Ortonville area is consistent with the downturn in the economy experienced in Oakland County 

and southeast Michigan. However, the number of new residential building permits issued since 2010 as 

well as other indicators seem to point to a renewed increasing trend in the future. 
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L A N D  U S E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  P A T T E R N S  

Since the Village was platted in 1866 around centrally located businesses, a school house, and a mill, the 

Brandon-Ortonville area has largely remained a rural community including low density residential 

development in the Township and higher density residential development with more commercial 

establishments in the Village and along Ortonville Road (M-15). This development pattern is principally 

due to a limited road network combined with numerous lakes, wetlands, and natural features. Residents 

of Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville currently enjoy a good balance between a high quality 

of life associated with the small village atmosphere. 
 

The predominant land use in Brandon and Ortonville is residential with single-family residential land 

uses encompassing over half of the Township’s land area at over 50 percent and 46 percent of the 

Village land area. Park, recreation, and open space land uses amount to about 9 percent of the Village 

and 5 percent of the Township. 

 

Table 5. 2008 Land Use Acreage 

 Brandon Township Village of Ortonville 

 Acres Percent Acres Percent 

Agricultural 1,773 7.9% 0 0.0% 

Single-Family Residential 17,398 77.7% 373 58.5% 

Multi-Family Residential 1 0.0% 13 2.1% 

Commercial  188 0.8% 45 7.0% 

Industrial 4 0.0% 7 1.1% 

Government/Institutional 457 2.0% 79 12.4% 

Park, Recreation & Open Space 1,155 5.2% 56 8.8% 

Transportation, Communication & Utility 713 3.2% 60 9.4% 

Water  700 3.1% 4 0.6% 

Total 22,389 100.0% 637 100.0% 

Source: SEMCOG Data 
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Figure 3. 2008 Land Use Map 
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N A T U R A L  F E A T U R E S  

The natural features of Ortonville and Brandon have played a major role in influencing and attracting 

growth and development to the area. Like much of Michigan’s southern lower peninsula, the area’s 

landscape is characterized by gently rolling topography formed through glacial action. As the glaciers 

retreated, the outwash of sand, soil, and debris created an irregular pattern of hills and depressions that 

collected water, creating the region’s many lakes and wetlands. 

 

The area's topography is made up of gentle, 

rolling hills. Elevations range from about 850 

feet to 1,200 feet above sea level. The 

northern part of the Township is generally 

hillier, comprising part of an area known as the 

Hadley Hills. Oakland County’s topographic 

elevation ranges from 630 feet to 1,221 feet, 

which makes the Brandon-Ortonville area part 

of the most elevated portion of the County. 

Brandon Township is located along a ridge 

running southwest-northeast across the 

County with the northwest area sloping to the 

north and northwest, and the other, to the 

southeast. 

 

Several waterways flow through the area and 

with their associated lakes and wetlands have 

made the Brandon-Ortonville area a very 

desirable location to live and recreate. 

Kearsley Creek, a tributary of the Flint River, is 

the primary area waterway flowing to the 

northwest through the center of the Village 

and the Township. Some of the major area 

lakes include Lake Louise, Bald Eagle, Perry, 

Huff, Long, Wilson, Grass, and Hummer Lakes.  

 

Brandon Township is located in the 

headwaters of two watersheds: the Clinton 

River flowing to the southeast, which includes 

the Upper Clinton and the Paint Creek sub-

watersheds, and the Flint River to the 

northwest, which includes the Kearsley Creek 

sub-watershed. Kearsley Creek is a cold water, 

state-managed trout stream.  

 

 

Figure 4. General Topography, Oakland County 

Figure 5. Watersheds, Oakland County 

Source: Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services 

Source: Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services 
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Existing woodlands in the area are located primarily within wetlands and along tree rows. They consists 

mostly of a mixture of hardwoods including oak, hickory, sugar maple, ash, cherry, beech, basswood, 

and elm. Vegetation on poorly-drained soils consists mainly of elm, red maple, aspen, white cedar, and 

tamarack. Approximately 17 percent of the area is covered by woodlands. 

 

Figure 6. Brandon-Ortonville Area Natural Features 
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P L A N N I N G  I N I T I A T I V E S  

While change is inevitable and growth in both population and housing will occur, Brandon Township and 

the Village of Ortonville are committed to managing that growth to enhance economic benefit, 

recreational activities, and overall quality of life for all their residents. A number of planning initiatives 

related to parks, the environment, as well as trail planning and development took place in the region 

and in the Brandon-Ortonville area.  

 

2004 Oakland County Potential Conservation/Natural Areas  

In 2004, staff from the Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services worked with the 

Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) staff to identify potential conservation areas within the 

County. MNFI maintains a continuously updated information base of Michigan’s plants and animal 

species, natural communities and other natural features that are endangered, threatened, or of special 

concern. The study led to the identification of high, medium and low priority sites worthy of 

preservation (Figure 7). 

 

Based upon this study, the Brandon-Ortonville area has five priority one or highest ranked, sites 

covering a 1,400-acre area, 26 priority two sites including 2,479 acres, and 25 priority three sites at 

1,149 acres. The highest priority sites are located 

along the west and north side of the Township in 

association with the Ortonville State Recreation 

Area and the largest wetland areas. Priority two 

sites are located throughout the Township and 

within the Village of Ortonville. Priority three areas 

are scattered throughout the Township. 

Preservation of these priority areas and their 

associated links to other natural ecosystems may 

be desirable for protection and recreation through 

acquisition or other means. 

 

2007 Brandon-Ortonville Area Green Infrastructure Network 

Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services facilitated a workshop with Brandon 

Township officials in 2007 to identify a green infrastructure network for the Township. The object of the 

exercise was to pinpoint an interconnected network of wetlands, woodlands, greenways, parks, natural 

areas, and other open spaces that would support wildlife habitat, maintain natural ecological processes 

and contribute to the health and quality of life of Township residents. 

 

As shown on Figure 7, the priority conservation areas are designated as anchors, or hubs, for this 

network. The remainder is comprised of various sites and links that connect the hubs with the smaller, 

yet environmentally significant, lands. Other green infrastructure elements are classified as recreation 

links. This would include trails which are planned to provide significant non-motorized trail connections 

east-west between Oxford, Ortonville, and Holly, and north-south between Clarkston and Davison in 

Genesee County.  
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Figure 7. Priority Conservation Areas and Green Infrastructure Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services   
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Trail and Pathway Planning 

Brandon Township is part of a 
larger, regional non-motorized 
system for Oakland County and the 
larger Michigan Region. A number 
of governmental and non-
governmental agencies including 
Oakland County, the Community 
Foundation for Southeastern 
Michigan, SEMCOG, and the 
Michigan Trail and Greenway 
Alliance have conducted studies 
and developed visions for future 
non-motorized systems. The goal is 
interconnecting existing trails, 
paths, and greenways and 
expanding the regional system. The 
2006 regional vision is illustrated in 
Figure 8 below. 
 
Figure 8. Regional Trails and Greenways Vision 

 
Source: The Greenways Collaborative, 2006  

 

  



 

Brandon-Ortonville  Parks and Recreation Plan – February 24, 2015 13 

Oakland County has developed and refined this vision in its 2008 Trails Master Plan, which has been 

updated regularly since that date. The Plan for the Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville area 

focuses on two primary east-west and north-south connectors following utility corridors. The east-west 

connector would connect the Polly Ann Trail in Oxford Township to the Holly and Ortonville State 

Recreation Areas. This connector would go through the Village of Ortonville where three routes would 

direct either north to Ortonville State Recreation Area, northwest to Davison, or west to Holly State 

Recreation Area, Groveland Oaks County Park, and the existing Headwaters Trail network in and around 

the Holly area. The north-south connector would link Independence Township to Ortonville State 

Recreation Area. The latest Oak Route map is illustrated in Figure 9 below. 

 

Figure 9. Oak Routes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Oakland County Parks  
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More recently, in 2013, Governor Snyder proposed a “Showcase Trail” for Michigan to further the 

state’s key role in the national network of trails and provide an economic driver for the state’s tourism 

industry and rural regional economies. As envisioned, this trail, now known as the Iron Belle Trail, would 

connect Belle Isle to Ironwood through Michigan’s existing trail network and proposed trails segments 

along both a western route and an eastern route through the Michigan’s lower peninsula. While the 

routes are still evolving, the most recent version of the trail route dated August, 2014, shows an 

important segment of the trail planned to go through Brandon Township. This is illustrated below on 

Figure 10. 

 

Figure 10. Iron Belle Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 2014   
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Table 6. Brandon Township Parks and Recreation Budget Summary 

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S T R U C T U R E  

The management and planning for parks and recreation services in the area is the responsibility of the 

Brandon Township Parks and Recreation Department.  

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

The Brandon Township Parks and Recreation Department was formed in 2000 to replace the Brandon-

Groveland-Ortonville Joint Recreation Commission (BGO). Today, Brandon Township is the "lead 

agency,” and the Village of Ortonville and the Brandon School district make financial or in-kind 

contributions to the Department. 

 

The Director of the Parks and Recreation Department is responsible to the Township Supervisor and the 

Township Board of Trustees. A Parks and Recreation Subcommittee advises on parks and recreation 

policies, projects, and programs. The Director oversees a variety of activities including the planning and 

development of park facilities and recreation programs, park policy, recreation and athletic programs 

and leagues, and other duties. The Director is aided by an administrative assistant. 

 

The Village Manager oversees the maintenance of Village park grounds and equipment. A Village Park 

Committee advises on park policies, projects, and events. 

 

F U N D I N G  A N D  B U D G E T  

The Brandon Township Parks and Recreation Department is funded and operated through two separate 

funds: administration and programming (Table 6). The administrative budget allows for funding by the 

Township general fund and can be used for personnel salaries, office supplies, education, vehicle 

expenses, etc. The program budget is funded by program fees to cover equipment, wages for seasonal 

employees, rent, field preparation, etc. The Brandon Public Schools charge half the rate for use of 

playground, fields, gymnasium, and classrooms. The Village of Ortonville provides in-kind services for 

special events, Sherman Park, and maintenance of the Village-owned ball fields. Village funding for 

maintenance, projects, and events is through the Village park development fund (current budget 

$9,000.00). 

 

 2013 Actual 2014 Actual Budget 2015 

Recreation Fund - Programming    

Revenues $151,743,21 $136,299.73 $113,686.00 

Expenses $162,246,90 $111,744.41 $113,686.00 

General Fund - Administration    

Recreation $48,969.18 $39,017.47 $53,296.00 

Park Operations 0 0 $31,300.00 
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V O L U N T E E R S  A N D  P A R T N E R S H I P S  

As mentioned previously, the Department maintains a relationship with Brandon Public Schools, which 

owns various indoor and outdoor recreational facilities such as gymnasiums, classrooms, sports fields, a 

pool, and more in the community. To avoid duplication of services, the Department coordinates 

recreation services with Brandon Community Education, which is run by the Schools and offers a variety 

of recreation programs. In general, Community Education offers enrichment classes along with aquatics 

and fitness, while the Township offers youth/adult athletic activities and special events. 

 

Other organizations run various athletic recreation programs independently from the Township or 

Village. They are non-profit organizations and include: 

 

 Brandon Hawks Travel Soccer 

 Junior Blackhawk Travel Football 

 

Brandon Township Parks and Recreation also partners with Independence Township for its youth 

softball/baseball programs U14 through U18. Ball fields at Clintonwood Park on Clarkston Road in 

Independence Township are used for this purpose.  

 

Service clubs and community groups have also played a significant role in providing additional volunteer 

labor and financial support for park facilities and programs. These clubs and groups include: 

 

Service clubs: 

 Ortonville Rotary Club, 

 Ortonville Lions Club, 

 Oakland County 4-H, 

 Boy Scouts of America, and 

 Girl Scouts. 

 

Other Organizations: 

 Senior Center, 

 Brandon Library, 

 Ortonville DDA, 

 Ortonville Historical Society, and 

 Ortonville Chamber of Commerce. 
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R E C R E A T I O N  I N V E N T O R Y  

The residents of Ortonville and Brandon have a variety of available regional recreational resources. The 

area also includes local park facilities: three Village parks and the Township Community Park. There are 

also public schools, and privately-owned recreational facilities in the area. This section describes these 

recreational resources. These properties are shown on Figure 11. 

 

L O C A L  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  

Brandon Township Community Park 

The Township owns and maintains a community park located north of the community on Hadley Road. 

The 47-acre park was established in 2007 and currently includes:  

 

 4 multi-purpose athletic fields, 

 2 picnic shelters, 

 A sledding hill with lift station, 

 A boundless playground, 

 A rock quarry playground, 

 Trails,  

 An educational tree library, and 

 Nature area with wetland fen, upland forest, and other plant communities. 

 

Future plans for the Community Park includes development of ball fields, tennis courts, basketball 

courts, sand volleyball, a large gazebo, restroom, and other trails. 
 

                    

                    
Eight acres of park land was recently acquired across Hadley Road for additional multi-purpose athletic 

fields.  
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Crossman Park 

Located by the Brandon Township Office Building on Mill Street, Crossman Park is owned and 

maintained by the Village of Ortonville. The 0.75-acre park includes: 

 

 A playground, 

 A picnic shelter, 

 Picnic areas with tables and grills, 

 Walkways, mature trees, and open spaces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrin Park 

Located on Oakwood Road, Narrin Park is owned and maintained by the Village of Ortonville and 

provides access to Kearsley Creek. The 3-acre property includes: 

 

 Fishing access to creek, 

 Picnic areas with tables and grills, and 

 Natural areas.  

   

Sherman Memorial Park 

Located in the center of the Village, at the intersection of Cedar and Mill Streets, Sherman Park is owned 

by the Village of Ortonville and maintained by both the Village of Ortonville and Brandon Township. 

While only 2.6 acres, some of the recreation facilities are located across Cedar Street on the Village DPW 

site as well as behind the Senior Center. The park includes:  

 

 2 lighted youth baseball/softball fields with dugouts and bleachers,  

 2 T-ball fields, 

 A skate park, 

 A playground, 

 Restroom/concession building, 

 Picnic areas with tables and grills, and 

 Walkways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An additional 43 acres of undeveloped park land are also located in the southern part of the Village 

adjacent to a public school property. 
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S C H O O L S  A N D  P R I V A T E  R E C R E A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  

Oakwood Elementary School 

Located on Oakwood Road in the north portion of the Township, the school grounds contain about 30 

acres of land with a softball field, playground, and gymnasium. 

 

H.T. Burt Elementary School/Harvey-Swanson Elementary School 

Located in the southwest portion of the Village, the property contains about 6 acres of land which has 

access to Kearsley Creek. It includes a varsity-size baseball field with dugouts and stands, 8 lighted tennis 

courts, a lighted football field, a quarter mile track with stands and benches, playgrounds/play 

equipment, gazebo, and an indoor gymnasium. 

 

Brandon Fletcher Intermediate School 

Located on the south side of the Village north of the Township Library, Brandon Fletcher contains about 

23 acres of land which has access to Kearsley Creek. The school property includes playground and play 

equipment as well as an indoor gymnasium.  

 

Brandon Middle School 

The Middle School is located south of the Village limits in the Township on 17 acres of land which has 

access to Kearsley Creek. The property includes a soccer field, 2 practice football fields, a junior Varsity 

baseball field, and a gymnasium.  

 

Brandon High School 

The High School is also located south of the Village limits in the Township on 140 acres of land which has 

access to Kearsley Creek. The property contains varsity size athletic fields including baseball field, soccer 

field, softball field, 1/4 mile track, and football field. All fields are lighted with benches and stands. The 

property also includes 8 tennis courts and a large outdoor nature area. Indoor facilities include 3 

gymnasiums, a pool, and a 750 seat auditorium. 

 

Belle Ann School 

Located on Glass Road south of the Village limits in the Township, the 10-acre property includes 

playground/play equipment. Indoor facilities include a gymnasium, cafeteria, and classrooms. 

 

A number of private recreation facilities can also be found in the community. Some of these facilities 

include: 

 

 Clear Water Campgrounds, a private79-acre camping facility with lake fishing and swimming, an 

open air pavilion, horseshoes, volleyball, playground, and a recreation building for use by camp 

ground patrons. 

 Other private commercial recreation facilities include: Lynn Holiday Dance Center, GOB 

Gymnastics and Dance, Hayme Serratos Martial Arts, and In Motion Fitness. 

 Other nearby private commercial recreation facilities include Creative Dance Center and 

Anytime Fitness in Groveland Township. 

 



 

22 February 24, 2015 - Brandon-Ortonville  Parks and Recreation Plan 

R E G I O N A L  R E C R E A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S  

There are about 30,000 acres of state-owned parks and recreation areas, 6,500 acres of Huron Clinton 
Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) metroparks, and over 5,000 acres of county-owned parks nearby.  
 
These regional facilities incorporate large areas and provide recreation opportunities such as swimming, 

boating, hiking, horseback riding, hunting, camping and golfing, which are typically beyond the ability of 

a local municipality to provide. Figure 12 depicts the location of the regional parks around Brandon 

Township and Table 7 lists the recreational activities they offer. A detailed description of the state and 

county-owned parks located within Brandon Township follows. 

 

Figure 12. Regional Recreation Facilities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services.    
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Table 7. Regional Recreation Facilities State Recreation Areas HCMA Oakland County Parks 
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 Paved Trail  

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 Mountain Biking Trail  
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 

 

   

 

    

Equestrian Trail   
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       

Cross-country skiing  
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 
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 
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 
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    

Snowmobiling  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Water 
Activities 

Swimming Beach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

Swimming Pool                  

 
Water Park/Splash Pad/Slide         

 

   

 

      

 
Boat Launch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

     

Boat Rental    
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 

 

  

 

 
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 

 

     

Canoeing/Kayaking  
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Winter & 
Seasonal 
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     
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 

 

    

Ice Skating          

 

   
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        

 Tobogganing          

 

        

 
Hunting  

 

 
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 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

    

Interpretive 
Facilities 

Nature Center         

 

 

 

   

 

     

Farm/Learning Center                

 

 

Garden                

 

 

Court & Turf 
Games 

Ball Field           

 

  

 

     

Sand Volleyball   
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 

 

 
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     
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     
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      
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 

 

      

 

 

 

 

Misc. 

Dog Park   

 

           

 

   

 

 

Banquet/Event Facility          

 

 

 

     

 

  

 
Skate Park/Motorcross            

 

      

 
Radio Control Flying Field   

 

 

 

 

 

             

Shooting Range  

 

   

 

             

Horse Stable   

 

             

 

  

Camping 

Rustic Campsite  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

            

Modern Campsite    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

      

Cabin/Lodge  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

      

Group Camping  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 
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Ortonville State Recreation Area 

This recreation area includes 5,400 acres of land spanning both Brandon and Hadley Townships, 

containing high wooded hills and a wide range of recreational activities. Features of the recreation area 

include an equestrian campground and a day-use area with a beach, beach house, picnic shelters and 

area, and games. The Recreation Area consists of the following activities and facilities: 

 
 Swimming on Big Fish Lake 

including a beach and beach 
house; 

 Boating with boat launches 
on several lakes; 

 Canoeing and kayaking; 

 Fishing for northern pike, 
largemouth bass, and perch; 

 Rustic cabins, equestrian 
camping, and rustic 
camping; 

 Picnic shelters and areas; 

 Playground and horseshoe 
pits; 

 Hiking, mountain biking, 
equestrian, and cross-
country skiing trails; 

 Hunting; 

 Shooting range; and 

 Snowmobile trails. 
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R E C R E A T I O N  P R O G R A M S  

A variety of recreation programs are available to the residents of Brandon Township and the Village of 

Ortonville. Many of these programs are offered by Brandon Township Parks and Recreation as well as 

other recreation providers including the Village of Ortonville, Brandon Senior Center, Brandon 

Community Education, Ortonville Chamber of Commerce, and other recreation groups. 

 

The programs offered by Brandon Township Parks and Recreation focus on youth and adult sports 

activities, as well as community-wide special events. They include: 

 

• Baseball - T-ball, Coach Pitch, Machine Pitch, Little League, Babe Ruth 

• Baseball Travel - U12, U14, & U15 

• Basketball - Girl's League 

• Basketball - Boy's League 

• Basketball - Coed Recreational 

• Basketball - 30 years old and over 

• Beginning Baseball - 1st through 3rd grade 

• Beginning Basketball - Summer outdoors 4 to 6 years old 

• Introduction to Basketball Fall program - 2nd grade 

• Beginning Floor Hockey - Summer program 

• Beginning Soccer - Spring & Fall ages 4 to 6 years old 

• Christmas Parade  

• Community Art and Rummage Sale 

• Daddy-Daughter Dance 

• Flag Football Fall program - Ages 6 to 9 and 10 to 14 years old 

• Golf - Instructional for youth and adult 

• Golf Outing 

• Lady Mustangs Travel Basketball 

• Cheerleading 

• MRPA Hoop Shoot - Competition skills event 

• MRPA Pitch Hit & Run - Competition skills event 

• October Family Fun Fest and Zombie Run 

• Pee Wee Sports Camp Fall and Winter - Ages 4 to 6 years old 

• Septemberfest - Arts & Craft, Entertainment, Kids Area, Car Show, Food 

• Ski Club  

• Soccer Camp 

• Soccer - Recreational U6, U8, U10, & U12 

• Softball T-ball, Coach Pitch, Machine Pitch, Colts, & Pony's 

• Special Theater Trips/Salute to America 4th of July Trip 

• Tennis Instructional 

• Volleyball - Coed Adult League 

• Volleyball - Women's Open 

• Volleyball - Youth 5th to 7th grade 

• Wrestling 
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• Wrestling Camp 

• Youth Sports Camp 

• Warrior Warm-up - 2.5 K & 5 K runs. 

 

   
 

   
 

In addition, the Village Downtown Development Authority sponsors community events including: 

 

• Friday night Beats, Beets, and Eats summer program 

• Christmas in the Village 

• Halloween activities 

• Creekfest 

• Christmas Eve Luminaries. 
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A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  G R A N T - A S S I S T E D  P R O J E C T S   

A critical component in planning for recreation facilities is providing access to accommodate the needs 

of all people, including those with disabilities. The ranking system suggested by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources Guidelines (MDNR, 2014) was used to evaluate the accessibility of the 

area parks. The ranking system ranges from 1 to 5 as follows: 

 

1. None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines, 

2. Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines, 

3. Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines, 

4. The entire park meets accessibility guidelines, and 

5. The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design. 

 

Each of the parks was evaluated using the MDNR ranking system noted. The specific elements that were 

evaluated include parking, paths of travel from parking to activity areas, activity areas themselves, 

support facilities such as restrooms and surfacing. All Village Parks are ranked as 4 because they meet 

accessibility guidelines and Brandon Township Community Park is ranked as 5, because of the universal 

design features of the park which were developed using the principles of universal design. 

 

It is the intent of Ortonville and Brandon that future park projects comply with the American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations, in particular, the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards 

for Accessible Design.  

 

The Village of Ortonville has not received any MDNR grant funds for parkland acquisition or 

development.  

 

Brandon Township received a Land and Water Conservation Fund grant in 2008 (Project No. 26-01682, 

$75,000) for development of the Township Community Park. The project included a pathway, motorized 

lift system for universal access to sledding hill, and an accessible boundless playground structure. 

 





 

Brandon-Ortonville  Parks and Recreation Plan – February 24, 2015 29 

P U B L I C  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D  N E E D S  A S S E S S M E N T  

An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of the community as a 

basis for an action plan to improve the parks and recreation system. Needs expressed by the public 

provide the rationale for the formulation of goals and objectives as well as identify areas for capital 

improvements. To assess the public’s desires, consideration was given to general recreation trends, two 

public meetings, and an online survey of residents. The input process focused on identifying priorities 

for park development in the future.  

 

P A R K  A C R E A G E  C O M P A R I S O N  

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) suggests a minimum amount of parkland and to 

adequately serve a given population size. The NRPA guidelines provide minimum park land standards 

that are applicable nationwide for recreation planning purposes. While the NRPA standards are useful 

benchmarks addressing minimum park acreage, a parks and recreation system should be tailored to 

meet the needs of the community. 

 

According to the NRPA, parks are categorized as mini-parks, neighborhood parks, community parks, and 

regional parks. The mini, neighborhood, and community parks are the close-to-home parks, designed to 

satisfy the recreational needs of local communities. All the Village and Township parks are considered 

close-to-home parks. According to NRPA standards, the suggested amount of close-to-home parkland is 

6.25 to 10.5 acres for every 1,000 residents. 

 

Regional parks serve a broader area and focus on meeting the recreation needs of the region as well as 

preserving unique areas. For the Brandon-Ortonville area, regional parks include the state-, HCMA-, and 

county-owned recreation areas described in the preceding chapter. According to NRPA standards, the 

suggested amount of regional park land is 15 to 20 acres for every 1,000 residents 

 

Table 8 presents a comparison of the NRPA suggested parkland standards with existing, developed parks 

based on a combined Village and Township population of 14,672 in 2010 and 15,168 in 2040. According 

to this, local parks do not meet the acreage for total close to home parkland. However, the future 

development of the 43-acre Village park property and the 8-acre Township park property will address 

this deficiency. At the same time, the residents of the Brandon-Ortonville area are well-served by the 

public school grounds located in the community and the regional park facilities provided by the state, 

HCMA, and the county that are located nearby. 

 

Table 8. Comparison to Suggested Parkland Acreage Standards 

Type of Park NRPA standard 

Acres/ 1000 

Population 

Suggested 

Per 2010 pop – 
14,672 

Suggested 

Per 2040 pop. 
Estimate – 15,168  

Existing 

Close to Home Parkland 6.25 - 10.5 Acres 92 – 155 Acres 95 – 160 Acres 53.35 Acres* 

Regional Parks 15 - 20 Acres 221 – 294 Acres 228 – 304 Acres 41,500 Acres+ 

Brandon Community Schools - - - 226 Acres 

*: This amount includes 47 acres for the Township Park and 6.35 acres for the Village-owned parks.
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S T A T E  A N D  N A T I O N A L  R E C R E A T I O N  T R E N D S  
Recreation trends on a national level and in Michigan provide insight into activities that show the 

greatest growth in popularity and therefore may affect the future direction of parks and recreation. The 

Outdoor Foundation regularly conducts national surveys to measure participation in physical activities 

and track changes from previous years. According to the Outdoor Foundation, nearly 50 percent of 

Americans (141.9 million) ages six and older participated in outdoor recreation in 2012. Table 9 lists the 

top five outdoor activities. 

 

Table 9. National Sports Participation, 2010 

Activity Participation 

1. Running, Jogging & Trail Running 53.2 million 

2. Freshwater, Saltwater & Fly Fishing 46.0 million 

3. Road Biking, Mountain Biking & BMX 42.3 million 

4. Car, Backyard & RV Camping 38.0 million 

5. Hiking 34.5 million 

Source: Outdoor Participation Report, 2013, the Outdoor Foundation 

 

These trends are consistent with trends observed in Michigan. According to a telephone survey of 

Michigan residents conducted as part of the 2013-2017 Michigan Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 

Recreation Plan, the top ten outdoor recreation activities are: biking (all types), camping, fishing, 

walking outdoor (including dog walking), hiking (all types), playing outdoor games/sports, hunting or 

trapping, swimming (all types), boating, and visiting playgrounds.  

 

Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important in determining how parks and recreation services 

should evolve. The implication of the trends noted above along with the demographic and physical 

characteristics of Brandon and Ortonville can be summarized as follows: 

 

 Recreation facilities and programs should respond to the expected increase of seniors. 

 There is a trend towards implementing community-wide non-motorized transportation systems 

to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian recreation use and to contribute to a healthy and 

walkable community.  

 Kearsley and Duck Creeks are great natural assets for the area. Encouraging their use for 

recreation, while maintaining their ecological functions should be a priority for the community. 
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P U B L I C  I N P U T  

To create a master plan that reflects the recreation preferences, needs, and values of Brandon Township 

and the Village of Ortonville, the planning process included multiple forums for community outreach. 

Public input was received through a public workshop, joint meeting, and an online survey. 

 

Public Workshop 

The public was invited to attend a workshop held at the Brandon Township Library on September 15, 

2014 to discuss and gather input for the 2014 Brandon Township Master Plan update. The event was 

attended with approximately 24 people who participated and provided valuable comments and 

suggestions.  

 

Following a presentation which provided background information about the Township as well as a 

review of the agenda and the goals for the meeting, attendees were asked to break into small groups 

around a “station.” The room included six stations situated in a convenient and logical manner for 

attendees to navigate. The small groups were asked to move from station to station every 10 to 15 

minutes so that all attendees had a chance to comment on each topic. Members of the Township 

Planning Commission and Township staff were present at each station to provide information and 

receive comments. Each station included an informational display about each topic along with a pad of 

paper to take comments. Brief questionnaires to guide discussion were also available at each station. 

 

The topic/stations included Residential Development, Parks, Open Space & Natural Features, 

Community Facilities, Transportation & Traffic, and Economic Development. The facilitators presented 

the comments received to the larger group. Participants were then asked to indicate their preferences 

for the ideas and suggestions garnered by using five sticky dots to indicate their preferred ideas. 

 

The comments related to parks and recreation are listed below along with the votes they received.  

 

• Develop railroad bed/Grange Hall Road + ITC corridor for walk/bike trail opportunities – 

including the Polly Ann Trail connection and the Governor’s Trail (10 votes) 

• Prepare a Township-wide trail plan (5 votes) 

• Hadley road park – would like a pavilion for events & reunion (1 vote) 

• Incorporate the county’s trail plan into Master Plan (1 vote) 

• Facilitate pedestrian access from town to the parks 

• Preserve our wetlands & natural features 

• Add more on-road pathways (separate from the road), not necessarily paved 

• Give people an opportunity to be outside 

• Connect the parks with pathways 

• Dog park would be nice 

• Park (passive) that you don’t have to pay to go to 

• There is value in our open/natural spaces 

• Preserve open space 

• Purchase lakefront property 

• Protect our watersheds/water quality. 



 

32 February 24, 2015 - Brandon-Ortonville  Parks and Recreation Plan 

Public Joint Meeting 

The public was also invited to attend a joint meeting of the Brandon Township and Village of Ortonville 

Planning Commissions on October 30, 2014. While the discussion focused on the need for a community-

wide trail system, several issues and comments were provided as summarized below.  

 

• Provide pathways linking the community facilities and the Oakland County Oak Routes and the 

state Showcase Trail system 

• Continue to provide and increase recreation programming for children 

• Provide Wi-Fi at Crossman Park and other parks 

• Provide a shed to store maintenance equipment 

• Expand creekside parks with walking paths 

• Capitalize on the creeks 

• Add new programs such as “music in the park” 

• Reinstate tournaments and programs no longer available 

• Bring back the Lady Mustangs 

• Raise more funds for the Parks and Recreation Department, maybe a millage should be 

considered 

• Take Septemberfest to the next level 

• Ball fields and a pool are important facilities to maintain in the community 

• Work with Oakland County Parks and Recreation to add trails. 

 

Online Survey 

During the months of December through February, residents were invited to provide ideas and 

suggestions for parks, trails, and recreation system through an online survey from both the Township's 

and Village’s websites.  

 

The online questionnaire was designed to solicit feedback on a broad spectrum of issues for the 

community. More than 208 surveys and comments were received and tabulated. Key findings from the 

surveys are outlined below.  

 

• The most popular types of recreation activities are walking/hiking and trail sports, and nature 

activities. 

• The most popular area parks for respondents are in decreasing order: Independence Oaks, 

Brandon Township Community Park, Ortonville State Recreation Area, Holly State Recreation 

Area, and Crossman Park. 

• Most respondents feel nearby parks and recreation facilities meet their needs adequately (47%). 

• Future desired park facilities respondents feel are most important include: 

• Walking/bicycling paths  

• Nature Trails  

• Playground Structures 

• Spray Park 

• Picnic Areas/Pavilion. 

• Youth sports and fitness, adult fitness and wellness, senior programs, and special events are the 

recreation programs respondents feel are most important. 
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• Most respondents live in Brandon Township (65%), the Village of Ortonville (29%), and Holly 

Township (6%). The respondents’ household age groups are distributed as follows: 

• 0-17: 28.0% 

• 18-24: 10.5% 

• 25-34: 12.6% 

• 35-44: 15.3% 

• 45-54: 15.6% 

• 55-64: 13.6% 

• 65-74: 4.4%. 

 

PUBLIC REVIEW A ND PU BLIC HEA RIN GS  

Once a draft Parks and Recreation Plan was completed, it was made available for a 30-day public review. 

The availability of the draft plan for public review was advertised in The Citizen (page 49) and copies 

were placed at various locations in the Village and Township including the Village and Township Offices, 

the Library, and Brandon Township's and the Village of Ortonville's websites. 

 

A few minor comments were received. After considering the comments received, minor changes were 

made to the document and the plan was recommended for adoption by Village Council and Township 

Board.  

 

The public input into the plan culminated in advertised public hearings held on February 2nd, 2015 for 

Brandon Township and February 23, 2015 for the Village of Ortonville (pages 50 and 56). After the 

hearings and at a subsequent meeting in the case of the Township, the Village Council and Township 

Board adopted the plan by resolutions (pages 60 and 61). 
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G O A L S  A N D  O B J E C T I V E S  

Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville have formulated goals and objectives for the next five 

years. They are broad enough to encompass the suggestions expressed from the public, Village and 

Township officials, staff, as well as to meet the observed deficiencies in the recreation resources of the 

area. They also consider demographic changes, current and anticipated growth and development, the 

area’s physical resources, and recreation trends. 

 

G O A L S  

The Village of Ortonville and Brandon Township should provide outdoor recreational 

opportunities for persons of all ages and all abilities that are clean and safe. 

 

The Village of Ortonville and Brandon Township should consider the future needs of the 

community and take actions to dedicate parkland in order to meet future recreational needs 

and preserve and enhance the character of the community. 

 

O B J E C T I V E S  

1. Maintain and improve parks and recreation facilities 

It is important to maintain and improve existing park facilities to ensure continued enjoyment and 

safety. This includes upgrading aging facilities/equipment and maintenance as well as developing 

new outdoor facilities in response to the changing needs of Township and Village residents. 

 

2. Acquire new parkland 

Park land acquisition should focus on preserving and protecting high quality natural areas and open 

space as well as providing non-motorized connection opportunities. Coordination with the Township 

and Village Planning Commissions, Township Board, and Village Council will be necessary to 

preserve open space and dedicate parkland in new developments.  

 

3. Develop a continuous and interconnected community-wide walk/bike way system  

Trail development is recognized as a priority for the community. In addition to the primary Iron Belle 

Trail route, the establishment of a continuous system of walk/bike ways connecting the primary trail 

with neighborhoods, schools, businesses, and community facilities is also needed for the 

community.  

 

4. Establish a mechanism to promote and administer parks and recreation 

Improved coordination with the state, Oakland County, and other area recreation providers would 

maximize the community's recreational resources. The Township and Village park committees can 

play a role in the coordination of services with other recreation providers by focusing on meeting 

community recreational needs and gathering support for park land and trail acquisition and 

development. A means of generating revenues through grants, sponsorships, and donations where 

possible continues to be a priority to provide for park projects.  
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A C T I O N  P R O G R A M  

The action program details the manner in which the goals and objectives will be met. It includes a list of 

specific projects, as well as an improvement schedule with suggested projects, a sequence of tasks, and 

strategies for implementation. 

 

A C T I O N  P L A N  

The following describes the specific projects and actions which are recommended to be accomplished 

during the planning period. Illustrations and plans showing the proposed park improvements and 

actions are also included as needed to depict the proposed actions. 

 

1. Maintain and upgrade the existing Village and Township Parks 

This action includes replacing or repairing old equipment and facilities which are in a state of 

disrepair, are outdated, or are dangerous. It also includes improving the appearance of the parks 

and properties through appropriate landscaping and maintenance. All upgrades must meet safety 

and accessibility standards. Proposed activities include: 

 

 Update the park maintenance schedule regularly including mowing, weed whipping, litter 

disposal, weeding, irrigation, and snow removal; 

 Repair and improve park signs; 

 Remove/replace outdated play equipment; 

 Maintain safety surfaces under play structures to regulated depth and fall zone; 

 Refurbish athletic field surfaces as needed; 

 Refurbish parking areas, walkways, and skate park pavement surfaces as needed; 

 Replace/add park furnishings such as benches, trash receptacles, and pet waste dispensers; 

 Maintain and repair picnic shelters and structures in good condition with roof repair, 

exterior painting, and other renovations; and 

 Continue general park upkeep and stewardship. 
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2. Develop recreation facilities on currently owned Township or Village properties 

This action includes the continued development of park properties and the preparation of 

development plans with phasing and costs for properties that are undeveloped. 

 

• Continue the development of Brandon Township Community Park with: 

• Phase 2: softball/baseball fields, parking, basketball courts, tennis courts, volleyball 

courts, and restroom/concession building (including storage and maintenance area); 

• Phase 3: interpretive signage, 2 picnic pavilions, gazebo, 8-foot wide pathways, 

observation deck, furnishings, and landscaping; 

• Prepare a development plan for the newly acquired 8 acres located across Hadley Road; 

and 

• Initiate engineering and implementation of 8-acre development plan. 

• Develop the 43-acre Village park property: 

• Prepare a development plan for the undeveloped 43-acre Village property with 

vehicular and pedestrian access, picnic area/shelter, trails, and preservation of 

environmentally sensitive areas. Other improvements could include the development of 

a boardwalk and viewing platform over the creek and associated wetlands. 

• Initiate engineering and implementation of the 43-acre Village property plan. 

• Other outdoor active recreation facilities to be considered for future development include a 

dog park, splash pad, and additional youth athletic fields.  

 

Figure 13. Brandon Township Community Park Development Plan  
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3. Acquire and develop future parkland and open space 

Work to acquire and dedicate new parkland and open space as follows: 

 

• Preserve natural features which would provide a setting for walking paths, habitat 

preservation, wildlife, and natural resources-based activities; 

• Acquire land providing opportunities for trail connections and land that is easily accessible 

from most residents;  

• Acquire land to enhance access to Kearsley and Duck Creeks; 

• Work with the Township Board, Village Council, and the municipalities’ Planning 

Commissions to ensure parkland needs are considered in the review of new developments 

and to encourage and develop regulations for developers to set aside land for community 

park facilities, trails, and open space preservation. 

  

4. Establish a continuous community-wide walk/bike way system 

There is a strong need for more walk/bike connections in the community. Priority should be placed 

on developing the Iron Belle Trail as well as the M-15 Trail. Other walk/bike ways that interconnect 

with the Iron Belle and M-15 trails with neighborhoods, parks, community facilities, schools, and 

state land should be considered for development (See Figure 14 on next page). A group of residents 

are currently engaged in forming a trail group to promote the development of trails and pathways in 

the community. While this grassroots group is in its beginning, this support can be an asset to the 

development of a future community-wide walk/bike way system. This action includes:  

 

 Work with the Township Board, Village Council, and the municipalities’ Planning 

Commissions to develop a community-wide plan in cooperation with the Oakland County 

Parks, Road Commission for Oakland County, state agencies, and adjacent communities. 

 Work with the Township Board, Village Council, and the municipalities’ Planning 

Commissions to set priorities for the implementation of the community-wide walk/bike 

system. 

 Implement a sidewalk program to construct missing gaps in the Village. 

 Provide access points along the walk/bike 

system with parking and pedestrian amenities 

such as trail map, benches, trash receptacles, 

bike racks, mile markers, and 

interpretive/directional signs. 

 Develop a marketing strategy for the system to 

attract support and sponsors, which could 

translate into a community walking map and 

walking club. 
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5. Maintain and enhance high quality parks and recreation programming and services 

Facilitate and promote the use of parks and recreation facilities by community groups including 

seniors, youth groups, and public schools. Actions may include: 

 

• Continue to broaden the variety of activities offered as the budget allows. 

• Strive to maintain core recreation programs including special community events as well as 

youth and adult sport-related athletic opportunities. 

• Continue to coordinate and promote the shared-use of the area’s parks and recreation 

facilities and programs including the state, county, public schools, and other area recreation 

providers. 

• Maintain existing and forge new partnerships with area businesses to benefit recreation 

opportunities for residents. 

• Continue to publish a well-designed brochure to advertise recreation programs and special 

events. 

 

6. Administration and funding 

A means of increasing revenues where possible should be continually explored to support the 

desired improvement projects and to maintain the existing and future park facilities to a high 

quality standard. Actions may include:  

 

• Increase staff and maintenance equipment as needed. 

• Participate in state and regional recreation planning organizations. 

• Keep park volunteers engaged. 

• Continue to seek grants and sponsorships to support the capital improvement projects 

mentioned above. The Township and Village park committees can advocate and promote 

the value and benefits of parks and recreation by reaching out to the community. The 

feasibility of a future millage for parkland acquisition and park development can also be 

explored. 
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P R O J E C T  S C H E D U L E  

Table 10 lists the individual projects along with the specific tasks to be accomplished, the project 

objective reference, a cost estimate, and potential funding sources. In addition, the projects are listed in 

a sequential order and a time frame for completion has been assigned. Short-term (ST) projects are 

recommended for completion within one to two years while long-term (LT) projects may take longer to 

be completed, within five to six years. Mid-term is between the two (MT). 

 

Table 10. Capital Improvement Schedule 

Project/Tasks Obj. Cost  Estimate Funding Source 

 

Time 

Frame 

Existing Parks     

Update/implement park maintenance schedule 1 $30,000 /year Township General 
Fund 

On-
Going 

     

New Park Development     

Initiate  construction of Brandon Township Community Park 
– Phase 2: land balancing, softball/baseball fields, parking, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, volleyball courts 

1 

$900,000 Township Park 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

MT 

Initiate engineering and construction of the 
restroom/concession building at Brandon Township 
Community Park including storage and maintenance area  

1 

$150,000 Township Park 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

ST-MT 

Continue construction of Brandon Township Community 
Park – Phase 3: interpretive signage, picnic pavilions, 
gazebo, pathways, observation deck, furnishing, and 
landscaping 

1 

$200,000 Township Park 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

MT-LT 

Prepare a site development plan for the 8-acre Township 
park property with phasing and costs 1 

To be 
determined 

Township Park 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

Initiate engineering and construction of the 8-acre 
development plan 1 

To be 
determined 

Township Park 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

MT-LT 

Prepare a site development plan for the 43-acre Village park 
property including vehicular and pedestrian access, picnic 
area/shelter, trails, boardwalks, viewing platforms, and 
preservation of the environmentally sensitive areas 

1 

To be 
determined 

Village Fund, Grants 
& Donations 

MT 

Initiate engineering and construction of the 43-acre Village 
park property development plan 

1 
To be 
determined 

Village Fund, Grants 
& Donations 

LT 

     

Parkland Acquisition     

Acquire land for the development of community parks  and 
trails which offer a location, setting, and size appropriate 
for a variety of passive and active recreational uses 

2 To be 
determined 

Township and 
Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 
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Project/Tasks Obj. Cost  Estimate Funding Source 

 

Time 

Frame 

Community-Wide Walk/Bike Way System     

Develop a community-wide walk/bike way master plan 
including the identification of priorities, phasing, and costs 

3 $15,000 Township and 
Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

Initiate engineering and construction of the plan 3 To be 
Determined 

Township and 
Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

MT-LT 

Implement a sidewalk program to construct missing gaps 3 - Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

Install benches, trash receptacles, signs, and other 
pedestrian amenities 

3 To be 
Determined 

Township and 
Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

LT 

Develop a walking club and a walking map 3 - Township and 
Village General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

ST 

     

Administration & Funding     

Meet and discuss opportunities for sharing park facilities 
and to coordinate recreation programs with the DNR, 
Brandon Schools, and local recreation groups  

4 - Township General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 

Investigate fund raising and grant opportunities  4 - Township General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 

Develop recreation brochure twice yearly 4 - Township General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 

Attend workshops, conferences, and educational events for 
professional development 

4 - Township General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 

Keep park volunteers engaged 4 - Township General 
Fund, Grants & 
Donations 

On-
Going 
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I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  S T R A T E G I E S  

In order to accomplish the recommended actions during the next five years, it will be necessary to 

secure adequate funding. The current budgets provide a limited amount of money for parks and 

recreation facilities. Therefore, the following strategies are recommended in order to proceed as 

planned. 

 

• Apply for Federal Funding 

At the federal level, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), in conjunction with 

SEMCOG, funds Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). A minimum 20 percent local match is 

required for proposed projects and applications are accepted online on an on-going basis. Activities 

may include: 

 

• Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles including new or reconstructed sidewalks, 

walkways, curb ramps, bike lane striping, wide paved shoulders, bike parking, off-road trails, 

bike and pedestrian bridges, and underpasses; 

• Provision of safety and educational programs for pedestrians and bicyclists designed to 

encourage walking and bicycling; and 

• Acquisition, planning, designing and constructing abandoned railway corridors. 

 

• Apply for State Funding 

At the state level, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) and the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF) continue to be the primary funding sources for parkland acquisition and 

development. The Recreation Passport grant also offers some state funding to local units of 

government. 

 

The MNRTF provides funding for the purchase and development of parkland for natural resource-

based preservation and recreation. Grant proposals must include a local match of at least 25 percent 

of the total project cost. There is no minimum or maximum for acquisition projects. For 

development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000 and the maximum is $300,000 for 

2015. Applications are due April 1st.  

 

The LWCF is a federal appropriation to the National Park Service, which distributes funds to the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources for development of outdoor recreation facilities. The 

focus of the program has recently been on trail way systems and on meeting community recreation 

needs such as playgrounds, picnic areas, skate parks, ball fields, soccer fields, and walking paths. 

Minimum grant requests are $30,000 and maximum grant requests are $100,000 for 2015. The 

match percentage is 50 percent of the total project cost. Applications are due on April 1st.  

 

The Recreation Passport grant program offers funding for the development of outdoor public 

recreation facilities for local units of government. Minimum grant requests are $7,500 and 

maximum requests are $45,000 in 2015. The local match obligation is 25 percent of the total project 

cost. Applications are due on April 1st as well. 
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Other funding conducted in partnership with the MDNR is available through other state government 

divisions, such as the Fisheries Division (Inland Fisheries Grants) and the Forest Resources Division 

(Community Forestry Grants).  

 

The Inland Fisheries programs consider projects that enhance habitat and fisheries, riparian 

property for public fishing use, water quality, and ecology. While not currently offered, they may 

become available in the future.  

 

Municipalities may use Community Forestry grants to develop a management plan for a municipal 

forest which would include a component targeting outreach to private landowners. Grant requests 

may be up to $20,000 depending on the project type and applications are usually due in the middle 

of the summer. DTE Energy and Consumers Energy also offer tree planting grants for up to $3,000 to 

local municipalities in their service areas.  

 

• Apply for Other Grant Funding 

There are also a variety of smaller grant programs available for the establishment of 

greenways/pathways or greenway-related facilities such as Bikes Belong Coalition. The Bikes Belong 

Coalition is sponsored by members of the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to put more 

people on bikes more often. The program funds projects in three categories: facility, education, and 

capacity building. Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 for projects such as bike paths, trails, 

lanes, parking, and safe routes to school. Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis.  

 

• Seek Other Sources of Funding 

Brandon Township and the Village of Ortonville should investigate additional sources of funding. 

Seeking donations, attracting sponsors, and seeking out other revenue sources are methods that 

should continue to be pursued aggressively to raise funding for park land acquisition and 

development. 
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N O T I C E  O F  D R A F T  P L A N  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  F O R  P U B L I C  R E V I E W  A N D  P U B L I C  

H E A R I N G S  
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M I N U T E S  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  ( D R A F T )  –  B R A N D O N  T O W N S H I P  
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M I N U T E S  O F  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  ( D R A F T )  –  V I L L A G E  O F  O R T O N V I L L E  
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O R T O N V I L L E  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  A D O P T I O N  
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L E T T E R S  O F  T R A N S M I T T A L  T O  R E G I O N A L  A G E N C I E S   
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