
CALENDAR 

 

May  

May 9 ð 5:15 PM 

NIACOG Board Meeting  

May 20 ð 9:30 AM  

City Clerks Meeting  

May 30 ð Offices Closed for 

Memorial Day.  

 

 

June  

June 15ð 12:00 PM 

NIACOG Executive Board 

Meeting  

Census Bureau Update on 2016ï2020 
 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-
 Year Estimates 

 

On March 17, the U.S. Census Bureau released the standard, full suite of 
2016ï2020 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year data productsð
down to the block group level. Following pandemic-related data 
collection disruptions, the Census Bureau revised its methodology to reduce 
nonresponse bias in data collected in 2020. After evaluating the 
effectiveness of this methodology, the Census Bureau determined the 
resulting data are fit for public release, government and business uses, and 
understanding the social and economic characteristics of the U.S. population 
and economy. Additional information and guidance are available at ACS 
New and Notable webpage and in the press kit. 
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tǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ wŜǎƛƭƛπ

ŜƴŎŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǧŜǊΤ ƛǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳƳŜπ

ŘƛŀǘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ 

ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǿΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ wŜǎƛƭƛπ

ŜƴŎŜ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƻƭƪƛǘ ƛǎ ǘŀƛπ

ƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  

 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƛƻǿŀǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦŎƻƳκƴƛŀŎƻƎ 

 

vw /ƻŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ 
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New Laborshed Study for North Iowa Region  

 

! bŜǿ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Lƻǿŀ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ƛǘȅΣ CƻǊŜǎǘ /ƛǘȅΣ DŀǊƴŜǊΣ IŀƳǇǘƻƴΣ aŀǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅΣ bƻǊǘƘǿƻƻŘ 

ŀƴŘ hǎŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀōƻǊǎƘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ [aL 

ƭŀōƻǊǎƘŜŘΩǎ ǇŀƎŜ όǿǿǿΦƛƻǿŀƭƳƛΦƎƻǾκƭŀōƻǊǎƘŜŘόƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭύ 

 

 

¢ƘŜ Lƻǿŀ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¢ŀȄ /ǊŜŘƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ϸнм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƻũŜǊǎ ŀ ǘŀȄ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛƴŎŜƴǝǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎΦ ! ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŀƭƛπ

Ŧȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ нр҈ ƻŦ  ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘŀȄ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ ! ǇƻǊǝƻƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊ ϷтрлΣлллΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇπ

ǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇǊƻπ

ƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ Ƴǳƭǝ-Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  

!ǊƻǳƴŘ пл҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 

ŀǊŜ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜƭȅΦ   

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ 

ǳƴǝƭ Wǳƭȅ мрΣ нлннΦ  !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǎŜƳƛ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΦ  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎπ

ǘƻǊƛŎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ¢ŀȄ /ǊŜŘƛǘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

WŜǎǎȅ ²ƛƭƭŀŘǎŜƴ ŀǘ ƧǿƛƭƭŀŘǎŜƴϪƴƛŀŎƻƎΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ спм-пно-лпфм ŜȄ нмуΦ 

 

Historic Preservation Tax Credit 

http://www.iowalmi.gov/laborshed


Do you have in-fill sites or need work force housing?? 

Homes for Iowa, a non-profit organization, may hold the solution.  In 2019 Iowa Prison Industries 

(IPI) built its first modular home for Homes for Iowa.  The concept is a win-win situation for every-

one.  IPI trains offenders to build the homes on prison site, providing them with the skills needed in 

the construction trades.  The homes built offer communities with much needed affordable housing 

and options to utilize in-fill lots.   

The homes that have been built were typically 3-bedroom, 2-bath 1200 sq. ft. homes and a 2 bed-

room model was recently introduced  The homes can be placed on basements or crawl space 

foundations.  The current home price is $90,000.  Families purchasing the homes must have household incomes below 

$100,000.  To purchase a home you must work with your local COG.  Orders are being taken for homes being delivered in 

2023.   

Once a lot is identified you must complete a Pre-Order Checklist.  Homes for Iowa will determine if the lot is 

an appropriate site.  After the site is approved, the community completes a Purchase Agreement and pays 

a $1,500 deposit to secure a home and start the process. 

  

If you are interested in the program, contact Heidi Nielsen at 641-423-0491 x 216 or hnielsen@niacog.org.  

More information is also available at https://www.homesforia.com. 

What is NoRISC? 

NoRISC is a coalition of cities and counties  who have come together in order to provide OSHA required safety 
training for their employees and facility audits. 

 

Who Needs Safety Training? 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires safety training for all employees.  This safety 
training is needed by all employees to prevent injuries and accidents of all types: Public Works Employees; Second-
ary Road Crews; Water / Sewer Department Crews; Janitors; City Clerks; Administrators; and Courthouse office 
staff 

Who are the current members of NoRISC? 

Cities: City of Britt; City of Garner; City of Manly; City of Nora Springs; City of Northwood; City of Sheffield 

  

Counties: Franklin County; Hancock County; Winnebago County; Worth County 

 

Agencies: North Iowa Area Council of Governments 

 

Interested in learning more information? Please contact Amber Andersen at aandersen@niacog.org or 641-423-
0491 ex 228. 

N 

O 

R 

I 

S 

C 

aŀȅ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 

ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lƻǿŀ IŜŀƭǘƘƛπ

Ŝǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊ Dw99b 

ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ aŀȅ нлΣ нлнн ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  



Gov. Reynolds announces $100M investment in Iowaôs quality of life 
and tourism 
  

April 6, 2022 (DES MOINES) - Gov. Reynolds today announced a $100 million investment to bolster 
the quality of life in Iowaôs communities and attract visitors and new residents to the state. The new ef-
fort, called Destination Iowa, will provide grants to help communities move forward on transformational, 
shovel-ready attractions. Cities, counties, nonprofits and other organizations can apply for Destination 
Iowa grants from four separate funds: Economically Significant Development, Outdoor Recreation, 
Tourism Attraction, and Creative Placemaking. 

  

"Communities in all corners of the state 
are creating unique destinations that 
give visitors a reason to explore and 
residents a reason to stay,ò said Gov. 
Reyolds. Destination Iowa will help 
more communities across the state 
move forward in their efforts to boost 
tourism and economic growth while en-
hancing the quality of life for Iowans.ò   

  

While Iowa saw a record number of Io-
wans and out-of-state travelers utilizing 
outdoor amenities such as state and 
county parks and recreational bike trails 
over the last two years, the hospitality 
industry in the State of Iowa experi-
enced a 46.1% decrease in employ-
ment and there was an overall 29% decline in visitor spending as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Destination Iowa will provide new opportunities to create and invest in attractions that will raise Iowaôs 
profile, welcome out-of-state travelers, and increase visitor spending while accelerating tourismôs re-
covery. It will also spur local economies and contribute to efforts to recruit new members of Iowaôs 
workforce.  

  

Iowa has led the way in elevating its already unmatched quality of life through significant state invest-
ments in child care, broadband, housing and commercial aviation infrastructure projects, as well as a 
significant investment in the successful This Is Iowa ad campaign. This investment will build upon that 
momentum.  

  

ñDestination Iowa will inspire the kinds of attractions that Iowans take pride in and that will raise the 
positive profile of our state well beyond our borders,ò Gov. Reynolds said.  

  

Applications will be accepted starting May 9. Funded projects must be completed by June 30, 2026. 
For more information on Destination Iowa,  Funding is being made available through the federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act. 

 If you have any projects of statewide significance in mind, contact Matt OôBrien at mobri-
en@niacog.org or at 641-423-0491 ext 214. 

Destination Iowa 
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.ƭƻŎƪ DǊŀƴǘ ό/5.Dύ 

/ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ 

ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ aƛŎǊƻŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ 

DǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ 

ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾƛŘ-мф ǾƛǊǳǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŬǾŜ ƻǊ ŦŜǿŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜ ƭƻŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƊŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴǘ 

ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ ϷрлΣллл ǿƛǘƘ ϷрΣллл 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 

ŎƻǎǘΦ  DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ 

ŎƻƳŜΣ ŬǊǎǘ-ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƳōŜǊ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ ŀǘ 

ŀŀƴŘŜǊǎŜƴϪƴƛŀŎƻƎΦƻǊƎ  ƻǊ ŀǘ 

спм-пно-лпфм ŜȄ ннуΦ  

REGION 2 TRANSIT SYSTEM SERVICE DESCRIPTION 

 

The Region 2 Transit System serves as the Regional Transit Authority for the eight 
county area, which includes: Cerro Gordo, Floyd, Franklin, Hancock, Kossuth, Mitch-
ell, Winnebago and Worth counties.  Transit service is available for use by anyone in 
the area. Each service is tailored to the needs of local users. 

 

The Region 2 Transit System operates 70 vehicles throughout the eight-county ar-
ea. 

 

Service is available for commuters, shoppers, students, seniors, persons with disa-
bilities and travelers of all types.  In most areas the transit vehicle will pick you up at 
your door and deliver you to your job, medical appointment, meal site, school or fa-
vorite shopping center. 

 

The Region 2 Transit System is funded through the Federal Transit Administration, 
Iowa Department of Transportation, Elderbridge Area Agency on Aging, Medicaid, 
county and city governments, contract revenue, and fares. The system provides ap-
proximately 300,000 rides annually. 

 

More than half of the transit service in our eight-county area is contracted through 
local governments, human service agencies, or municipal providers. This method 
promotes a low cost and reduces duplication of services. 

 

Providers include:  One Vison, Inc.; Access, Inc.; Comprehensive Systems, Inc.; City 

of Charles City; Worth County Public Health; City of Forest City; City of Algona; City 

of Lake Mills and City of Northwood.   

 

The Region 2 Transit System also provides service directly using NIACOG employ-

ees the rides are dispatched from our office in Mason City.  Those service areas 

include: Cerro Gordo County, Kossuth County, Mitchell County, and Winnebago 

County Region 2 also provides Complementary Paratransit per contract with the 

City of Mason City. 

 

For more information, please see our website at: www.R2bus.org. 

 
 

http://www.R2bus.org


wŜƎƛƻƴ н ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 

 

vǳƛŎƪ ŦŀŎǘǎ 

 

ғ A fully loaded Region 2 Transit bus gets 94 passenger miles per gallon and takes approximately 15 
cars off the street. 

 

ғ The accumulated mileage of the Region 2 Transit Systemôs bus fleet over the years is 3,350,144 
miles or enough miles to circle the earth almost 134 times. 

 

ғ Average accumulated mileage per vehicle: 109,373(Federal useful life=120,000 miles) 

 

ғ Average age of vehicles: 7 years (Federal useful life = 4 years) 

 

ғ Last year the fleet traveled over 678,000 miles or, to the moon 2 3/4 times. 

 

ғ Region 2's service area is 4,482 square miles. 

 

ғ We provided 387,775 rides in FY2021 or, 3.05 rides per capita. 

 

ғ FY2021 Average Cost Per Ride: $12.87 

    

ғ The Region 2 Transit System has 70 vehicles that range from 21 passenger to 9 passenger buses. 

 

ғ The 10 contract providers for the Region 2 Transit System employ nearly 150 drivers and support 
staff. 

 

ғ The State of Iowa has 35 designated transit systems.  16 Regions and 19 Urbans.  Iowa provided 
over 22 million rides.  Iowaôs public transit systems employ over 2,200 Iowans. 

 

ғ The Region 2 Transit Systemôs Regional Economic Impact FY2021: 

 

    Paid out over $1,735,678 in wages, salaries and benefits. 

 

    Purchased over $234,676 in fuel from local vendors. 

 

    Spent almost $138,266 in vehicle repairs and maintenance. 

 

   Distributed over $2,625,616 in State and Federal transit assistance into local 
 economies. 
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ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊŀƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ-ƛƴ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ LƴŎƻƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ сл҈ !aL 
όǎŜŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 

* IƻƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

* aǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ-ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ 

* aǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

* {ǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜ ŎŀǎƘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ϷнрΣллл 

* IƻƳŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ IŜƛŘƛ bŜƛƭǎŜƴ ƻǊ /ŀǊŀƭƛƴŜ 9ƎƎŜƴŀ ŀǘ спм-пно-лпфм ŜȄǘΦ нмс ƻǊ ннт 

Congratulations to City of Rake! The City was awarded $69,000 under Iowa DNRôs Derelict Building 
Program.  Rake was assisted by NIACOG and the Iowa Waste Exchange in completing the grant 
application. 

 

With the awarded funds,  Rake demolished its communityôs old school building.  On the site, a walk-
ing trail and park will be developed.   

 

For more information on the DNRôs derelict building grant can be found here:  

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Derelict-

Building-Program  

 

If you are interested in a DNR derelict grant, please contact Matt OôBrien at  mobrien@niacog.org or 

at 641-423-0491 ex 214   
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/9wwh Dhw5h ϷооΣтул ϷоуΣрул ϷпоΣопл ϷпуΣмул ϷрнΣлул ϷррΣфнл 

C[h¸5 ϷооΣмул ϷотΣфнл ϷпнΣссл ϷптΣопл ϷрмΣмул ϷрпΣфсл 

Cw!bY[Lb ϷооΣмул ϷотΣфнл ϷпнΣссл ϷптΣопл ϷрмΣмул ϷрпΣфсл 

I!b/h/Y ϷооΣтнл ϷоуΣрнл ϷпоΣонл ϷпуΣмнл ϷрнΣлнл ϷррΣусл 

Yh{{¦¢I ϷооΣмул ϷотΣфнл ϷпнΣссл ϷптΣопл ϷрмΣмул ϷрпΣфсл 

aL¢/I9[[ ϷооΣмул ϷотΣфнл ϷпнΣссл ϷптΣопл ϷрмΣмул ϷрпΣфсл 

²Lbb9.!Dh ϷооΣмул ϷотΣфнл ϷпнΣссл ϷптΣопл ϷрмΣмул ϷрпΣфсл 

²hw¢I ϷооΣфсл ϷоуΣунл ϷпоΣсул ϷпуΣпул ϷрнΣоул ϷрсΣнул 
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