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DECKS REQUIRING BUILDING PERMITS 
Return a signed copy of this page to the City with submission. 

Decks are regulated by the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code if the deck floor will be more than 30 inches 
above grade at any point or if there is a roof on the structure. If your project meets either of those parameters, 
please use this application. If your project does not meet either of those parameters, please see “Decks 
Requiring Zoning Permits.”

Property address / location:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Description of project: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Name:  ___________________________________________________ Ph. _____________________________ 

   Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

   Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

   Name:  ____________________________________________________Ph. _____________________________ 

   Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________________    

   Name:  ___________________________________________________ Ph. _____________________________ 

   Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________________    

************************************************************ 
Applicant Acknowledgement and Signature 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the rules and regulations as presented in this packet, that all 
information I submit in connection with the above-referenced project is true and correct, and I hereby agree that all 
applicable provisions of the ordinances of the City of Meadville and the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will 
be complied with. 

_________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________ 
Signature Date 

_________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________ 
Print name Title 
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Documentation to be submitted to City Zoning Administrator 

_____ Site plan showing the proposed deck and its outside dimensions, plus the distances to the front, side 
and rear property lines. All new impervious areas, including sidewalks, driveways, buildings and other 
hard surfaces, must be reviewed to determine compliance with the City’s stormwater management 
ordinance. If the new impervious area is between 1,001 square feet and 5,000 square feet, the applicant 
must complete the City’s Small Project Stormwater Management Application and install stormwater 
management controls as required by the ordinance. 

_____ Proof of workers’ compensation insurance or completed affidavit of exemption for everyone working on 
the project 

_____ Estimated costs broken down by trade  
_____ Deck plan or two sets of building and electrical plans, as applicable, showing at minimum: 

� Floor joist size, species and grade of wood 
� Floor joist spacing on center 
� Span of floor joist (clear distance between supports) 
� Attachment to existing structure means size and spacing (bolts or lags) 
� Depth of post footing below finished grade 
� Guardrail height from floor of deck or stairs 
� Spacing of balusters 
� Stairs riser height and tread depth 
� Stairs handrail height from nose of tread 
� Handrail grip size 
� Width of stairs 
� Guardrail 
� Roof rafter size – species and grade of wood 
� Rafter spacing on center 
� Thickness and type of roof sheathing 
� Roofing materials and installation 

Fees 

Administrative/zoning: 
State permit fee: 
Plan review and inspection costs: 
Certificates of occupancy: 

.0035 times construction cost, $30 minimum 
$4.50 
With roof: $190   |  Without roof: $150 
$30  

Property/pedestrian protection:   Any demolition or construction activity must comply with the City's 
Construction Area Protection Requirements for the duration of the work. 
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Required inspections for decks 

_____ Footing:  After the post holes are dug and/or footing forms are set, before concrete is poured 
_____ Structural:   Prior to installing decking materials. If a roof is to be installed over the deck, an  

inspection should be requested prior to installation of ceiling material 
_____ Final:  Upon completion 

*The permit holder or an authorized agent shall notify the inspector when work is ready for inspection and
provide access for the inspection.*

Notes 

• The City shall grant or deny a residential application, in whole or in part, within 15 business days of the
filing date or the application is deemed approved. Reasons for the denial shall be in writing and provided
to the applicant.

• Certificates of occupancy are required before occupying any building or portion thereof constructed or
altered under a building permit issued under the UCC.

• Building permit must be posted at the work site and clearly visible from the road, until completion of
project. Approved plans must be available at all times for inspection. Applicant is responsible for
scheduling all inspections.

• A permit becomes invalid if the authorized construction work fails to begin within 180 days after the
permit's issuance or if the authorized construction work is suspended or abandoned for 180 days after
the work has commenced. Should a permit holder need more time to begin or complete the project for
just cause, the permit holder may submit a written request for an extension of time to commence or
continue construction. A permit may be valid for no more than 5 years from its issue date.

• Work shall be installed in accordance with the approved construction documents. The permit holder
shall submit a revised set of construction documents for approval for changes made during construction
that are not in accordance with the approved construction documents.

• Property/pedestrian protection. Any demolition or construction activity must comply with the City’s
Construction Area Protection Requirements for the duration of the work.



Deck Plan w/ Roof Submittal 
Drawings and Details 
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1¼" -2¼" Max. 

  ��t= 
H

1 1/2Min

Acceptable Handrail Grips 

6x6 or 4x6 4x4

DECK POST SIZE
MAXIMUM HEIGHT
4 x 4 -   8'
4 x 6 -   8'
6 x 6 - 14'

Alternate  Connections

or other approved fasteners

or other approved fastenersor

34" to 38"

Not always required

To top of  handrail







Rev. 2016-03-15 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
County of Crawford 
This form requires a Notary Seal 

AFFIDAVIT OF EXEMPTION 

The undersigned affirms that he/she is not required to provide workers’ compensation 
insurance under the provisions of Pennsylvania’s Workers’ Compensation Law for one of the 
following reasons, as indicated: 

_____ Property owner performing own work.  If property owner does hire contractor to 
perform any work pursuant to building permit, contractor must provide proof of workers’ 
compensation insurance to the municipality.  Homeowner assumes liability for contractor 
compliance with this requirement. 

_____ Contractor has no employees.  Contractor prohibited by law from employing any 
individual to perform work pursuant to this building permit unless contractor provides proof of 
insurance to the municipality.  

_____ Religious exemption under the Workers’ Compensation Law.  All employees of 
contractor are exempt from workers’ compensation insurance (attach copies of religious 
exemption letters for all employees). 

___________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant 

County of _______Crawford____________ 
Municipality of ___City of Meadville______ 

Subscribed and affirmed before me by 
the above ___________________________ 
this _____ Day of _____________________ 
20_____. 

SEAL 

________________________________ 
Notary Public 
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