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Existing starmwater pond at Benson Pars.

Introduction

Benson Park is a 69-acre regional park located at the developing edge of North
Mankato. North Mankato, a city of 13,000, is located along the Minnesota
River, an hour south of the Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area.

Today, the park is an open space asset oriented to passive uses such as
walking, informal picnicking and bird watching. Much of the park, once
used as agricultural land, is undeveloped, and therefore has yet to realize
its potential as a primary community and regional destination.

This master plan will serve as a guide for long-term park development and
management to create an engaging, first-choice destination for families and
children wanting a natural resource focused recreation experience. The plan
expands the range of passive uses in the park, establishes native habitats
and introduces educational and interpretive components to become a first-
class regional park.

History of the park

Benson Park was founded in 1997, when the city acquired the western 29
acres of the park, including a large regional storm water holding pond. Later,
the city acquired 40 more acres to the east and, in 2003, improved the park
with Ladybug Lake, pedestrian trails, benches, a drinking fountain, trash
receptacles, lJandscaping and a parking lot.

The park is named for the Benson family to recognize their service to the
City of North Mankato. D. E. Benson was a Council Member from 1928 to
1931 and the Mayor of North Mankato from 1933 to 1939. His sons, Eugene,
Donald and Leon were also exceptional civic leaders. Eugene was on the
Planning Commission for over 30 years and a School Board Member; Donald
was a Council Member from 1959 to 1964, a volunteer firefighter for 37 years
and served as Fire Chief; and Leon was the Water Superintendent from
1963 to 1992.

Park development funding

On October 1, 2008 the City of North Mankato implemented a local option
sales and use tax of one-half of one percent which was approved by the voters
in November 2006. This local option sales tax follows the same guidelines
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as the state sales and use tax, and it is administered by the Minnesota
Department of Revenue.

The revenues are intended to aid municipal and local projects including the
development and improvements of regional parks. The city has programmed
a portion of the revenues to fund projects in Benson Park over the next five
years.

In the fall of 2008, City staff members and the Benson Park Sub-committee
of the city’s Parks and Green Spaces Committee, began the effort to define
a vision and master plan for Benson Park. Their ideas and feedback are the
primary focus of this plan.
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Map location of Benson Park.

Oblique aerial of Benson Park.

Bite context anD ANALYSis 'g

Site context

Benson Park is located on a plateau above the Minnesota River on flat open
land. East of the park, wooded river tributaries flow to the Minnesota
River. Pre-settlement, the site was part of the vast prairie ecosystem that
covered much of Minnesota. With european settlement, the area converted
to farmland.

Today, the park is surrounded by new residential developments ranging
from single-family homes to medium density developments. To the south
and east, there are light industrial facilities and a manufactured home park.
Significant future residential and industrial development is anticipated to
the north of the park.

Benson Park is one of 4 regional parks in North Mankato. Caswell Park is a
high-quality sports complex, Spring Lake Park is a mix of active and passive
activities including swimming, playgrounds, ball fields, skating and group
picnic grounds and Wheeler Park includes basketball courts and a band
shell. Benson Park is envisioned as a natural resource based park with an
orientation to passive activities, and, when complete, will draw visitors from
the greater region.

Existing trails along Timm Road, Carlson Drive, and Lor Ray Drive connect
the park to residential neighborhoods and Caswell Park. Future trails will
make connections to neighborhoods north of the park and will extend east
and south of Highway 14.

Site analysis

The design team visited the park with City staff to review and analyze
existing conditions. Base maps, surveys, natural resource information and
aerial photographs were provided by the City. The information gathered was
used to assess the physical and social character of the Park.

Benson Park’s north edge is bounded by Timm Road which currently serves
as the main park access. Carlson Drive bounds the southern edge. There are
no adjacent roads to the east or west.

Today, the park is a relatively flat space with two bermed landforms to the
west. In the northeast corner of the site, a significant amount of stockpiled
dirt forms a large hill. This surplus earth is available for use in the park and

provides a great opportunity to shape new landforms. A long and narrow
stormwater pond divides the park and bends at the southern edge. The
area west of this linear storm pond is a treasured wetland space optimum
for wildlife habitat. Another stormwater retention pond, Ladybug Lake, is
located at the center of the park and is stocked for fishing.

Existing park assets, shown on the site analysis map, include:

* Asmall parking lot and a picnic area with mature trees, picnic tables
and grills at the southwest corner;

* Angled parking on the north side of the park on Timm Road;
s Bitumious trails, which are in excellent condition;

* Tree plantings, benches, and trash receptacles along the trails;
* A monument rock on the south side of the park;

* Ladybug Lake which is stocked for fishing.

A potential future issue is parking and park access on Timm Road. Existing
angled parking on Timm Road satisfies current parking needs but cars
backing into traffic may become a safety issue in the future, if traffic on
Timm Road increases. In addition, as amenities are added to the park there
will likely be a need for more parking. The existing median on Timm Road
limits potential future access to the park as well. These issues will need to
be addressed to provide for safe interaction between vehicular circulation,
park access, and pedestrian movement in the future.
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reLimnary ConCeprts -

To explore different approaches to the overall park theme, site circulation, Conce pt 1: Natural Resources Park

access, function and aesthetics, the design team developed three preliminary
design concepts. Each concept has a unique approach and is accompanied
by precedent examples.

This approach allows visitors to develop personal relationships with the
natural environment by introducing interactive and interpretive activities
0 .%3,___ B ) - oy (0 peT o) s oot within restored natural habitats.

il Park Theme S T 5 3 S
| #| it

cept Ovarview:

o
’ e

: -"'l T e The concept places the active spaces at the edges of the park to preserve the
| A WS 0T e interior for habitat restoration. Parking lots at the north and south edges of
| S b Al ¥ L - ! the park are immediately adjacent to the access roads. The main shelter is
' located near the north parking lot and anchors three distinctive interpretative
play areas based on woodland, wetland and prairie ecosystemns. Users will
learn about typical plant and animal communities in each of these play
areas. Each play area serves as a gateway to trails leading to a corresponding
natural habitat.

)

i _l\“
k e —
-

The majority of the park will be restored habitats and Ladybug Lake and
stormwater pond edges will be naturalized with native vegetation. Interpretive
signage throughout the park incorporates exploration activities.

Strategies include:

» Interpretive play areas will encourage learning about natural habitats;

»  Trails will direct users from the interpretive play areas to restored natural
habitats;

e Limit impact of park development and emphasize the importance of restored
natural areas and wildlife habitat;

»  Fishing pier and fishing on Ladybug Lake.

Concept 1: Natura
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Coneept 2: Eco-Park

This concept focuses on dempnstrating and teaching about sustainable
practices. Educational play experiences encouraging environmental
stewardship are incorporated into the park.

The eco-park experience starts with the park entrance drive, which is framed
by bio-swales to help infiltrate stormwater run-off coming from impervious
surfaces. The main activity areas are located in the core of the park adjacent to
Ladybug Lake. The children’s mterpretive play area teaches the importance
of water conservation and the use of recycled materials. Alternative energy
sources such as wind and solar energy are used throughout the park and
interpretive signage will educate users about sustainable development
techniques. ' : ‘

Stratégies included:

o The uge of alternative energy sources; | »
*  Play areas and structures made of recycled products and materials;

* A water feature to promote learning about water conservation ind
distribution;

*  Year-round park activities: skiing, sledding, and skating;

*  Use of permeable paving materials;

[}
»  Resfore areas to natural habitats: wetland, oak savanua, prairie;
[ ]

Low-maintenance ground covirs;
»  Trail connections/ loop system throughout the park;

* Fishing on Ladybug Lake. |

pagelf ———MM Benson Parle master plan
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Concept Overview

Concept 3: Cultural Heritage Park

The Cultural Heritage Park is a concept that celebrates the Native-American
relationship to the land and North Mankato’s agricultural heritage. The
concept focuses on teaching users about the history of the land and the
traditions of our ancestors.

This concept locates the main entrance of the park from Carlson Drive.
The drive travels through orchard like setting and ends at a farm theme
interpretive center and play area, The trails will display agricultural and
Native-American traditions throughout the park.

Strategies include:

*  Farm theme interpretive center, event space, and children’s play aren;
*  Orchard, crop demonstration areas;
e Children’s garden and community garden plots;

*  Maple forest establishment with opportunity for sugar shack and maple
syrup demonstration areq;

*  Native American medicinal garden and interpretive area forms a gateway
to interpretive trail on west side of the park;

*  Native woodland, prairie and savannah establishment areas;
Fishing pier and fishing on Ladybug Lake;

* Large grass area for informal play.

Concept 3: Cultural Heritage Park
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| fiaster PLAN

Preferred concept

After reviewing the three preliminary concepts, the Benson Park Sub-
committee and city staff provided feedback to focus on the natural resources
theme but incorporated some important elements from the other two
preliminary concepts.

The vision

The vision for Benson Park is for a high quality destination to experience
nature and a place for open-ended, visitor-driven discovery. When comnplete,
the park will not only serve the community but draw visitors from the larger
region.

Circulation and access

The plan concentrates park development at its edges, leaving the core of the
park for habitat restoration. The primary activity area is planned off of Timm
Road and a new entry drive, parking lot, and drop-off area provide a safe
vehicular and pedestrian circulation. The parking lot is situated so it can be
expanded as new programs develop and more parking spaces are needed.

At the south end of the park, an additional small parking lot provides access
from Carlson Drive. The parking lot incorporates sustainable design features
such as permeable paving, rainwater gardens, and native plantings. A small
informal shelter anchors this entrance and serves as an interpretive space,
as well as a resting area, for park users.

Active play

The main shelter, near Timm Road, is the focal point of the active play
experience. Its design will complement the park’s natural resources theme
and at the same time incorporate sustainable construction practices and
materials to lower operational costs.

The playground areas are adjacent to the shelter and integrate the character
of natural habitats with challenging activities. Interpretive features educate
visitors about the park’s rolling prairie, oak savanna, woodland, and wetland
habitats. At the core of the active play area, an interactive stream water

/

feature is set in a woodland environment and teaches about the importance
of water conservation.

There is also a separate, fenced, natural play area targeted for early childhood
programs. This space provides children with a much needed opportunity to
explore nature with freedom in a safe area and will include informal play
elements such as logs and boulders. In this area children are encouraged to
learn about the woodland habitat and small groups can gather for informal
presentations.

The restored habitats

The natural areas in the park are envisioned as a mix of prairies, pine
and maple woodlands, and wetlands. These habitats will be created and
maintained by planting native species, prescribed burns and control of
invasive species. The diverse wildlife community will be managed by proper
habitat management, installation of nest boxes and population control of
select species. Within each of the restored habitats, interpretive signage and
informal outdoor classrooms will be strategically placed to take advantage
of the restored features and to enhance the educational value of the various
ecosystems.

The woodland habitat is located near the active play area in the northwest
portion of the park. This area calls for the forestation of pine and maples with
the opportunity to incorporate a tree house/maple sugaring demonstration
area. The existing hill provides an ideal setting for this.

The prairie habitat is located in the northeast portion of the park. The
stockpiled dirt will be shaped into a large lookout hill with an interpretive
classroom and overlook at the top and an informal outdoor amphitheater
at the base. ||

The restored wetland areas in the park will attract birds and otherywildlife N
and the wetland south of Ladybug Lake will have a boardwalk =~ )
and outdoor classroom. .

| ' ‘
The oak savanna in the southern potion of the park will provide \\\
wildlife habitat as well as beautifu] views from the walking \\.‘_ -
trails. | X

| ~ o
_ ALY/
| ‘ B \t A\ I
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The wildflower demonstration area is envisioned as a showcase for native
wildflowers.

Trail systems and connections

Benson Park features a well- -developed trail system’ with'year round access .
to most of the park. The master plan concept integrates almost all of the

existing trails and adds trails to connect the active play areas to the restored

natural habitats, identifies potential trail connections to future residential

developments and adds a bridge crossing connecting the west portion of

the park.

Ladybug Lake

The most important transformation for Ladybug Lake is the naturalization
of its edges to enhance the beauty of the lake, improve water quality and to
minimize maintenance costs. Another 1mp01tant addition is a formal dock
serving asa park overlook and also as a fishing pier.

Little Bug Bay

Little Bug Bay is a small stormwater pond designed to fulfill future
stormwater needs. It is also intended to serve as a winter recreational skating
pond. A pedestrian crossing and weir structure will allow Little Bug Bay
and Ladybug Lake to be conngcted and it will also allow to close the pond
connection during the winter.
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The playground area includes natural
play equipment with swings, slides, and
climbing leatures, [t will also incorpo-
rate fully accessible interpretive play
teatures.

Informal plenie/ lawn arcas will serve -
as a great place for gathergs and N .
- > 3 £ - -

lawn games,

1

A gateway to the wondland hahitat -4‘
wil ¢ As A \\'cl't:mning feature and .
to help delineate the ccosystem trau- <

sition.

ot |
2%

The natural play area is a free play zone
where users are encouraged to emerge £ v

8 & “N Ll
in & woodland habitat. Surrounced by < L b et

vegetation, boulders, logs, and stumps,
users will play and learn about the es-
tablishment of small organisms.

Entry to the maplc suga_ring/trcc
hewise will serve ax an OpP]XOT tunity
tor interpretive signage and resting
p(:inl.

A combination of deciduong and co-
nilerous trees will promote the ey
tablishment of wildlite and it will also
prn\‘idc_.\ln:ltcr Irom the weather,

A small seating arca will serve as a play
“':“Ch “g Aread as “"L"". as an l.’uld()f)r
classroom for small groups.

-
1

R L e L R

The interactive water play feature
15 4 mmdm'ing stroam with nati:
ral elements and edocational fea-

S
1

tures to promote learning af wa-
ter resources.

Active play area

]
L 4

The main shelter will be a beautiful structure

with a natural character using high quality local

materials. It swill also include restroom Lacili-

ties and could house the mechanical components

from the Interactive water play feature,

S0
ACS

Turled berms will incorporae
play components aml they will

o
1

also serve ls_mming." viewing
points to the ]mnd.

Benson Park master plan

Bioswales will be placed adjacent
to parking and driveway areas to

eleanse stormwater runofl before
it infiltrates.

Little Bug Bay will be carctully designed
to complement I..ntl}'bug Lake and to
serve as a recreational skating pond in
the winter.
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Setting the stage

This master plan is intended to guide improvements in Benson Park over the
long-term, 25 years or more. Recent investment and park improvements
provide an excellent starting point for future development and existing
Ladybug Lake, trails, wetlands and stormwater ponds will all be integrated
with new improvements to realize the vision for the park.

Plan Improvement Areas

Since implementing the master plan is a long-term endeavor, elements
have been broken down into discrete projects that can be incrementally
implemented over time as funding becomes available. The park improvement
areas are outlined below and shown on the graphic on the following page.
Recommendations for projects to be implemented over the first five years
follow.

1 North Park Access / Parking includes: the park entry drive; park sign,
drop-off; parking lot with lighting; landscaping; rainwater gardens; and
trails.

2 Main Shelter, Playground and Picnic Area includes: a shelter with
restrooms and an open picnic pavilion; lighting; 2-5 and 5-12 playgrounds,
a picnic area with benches, picnic tables, grills, and a water source; walks
and trails.

3 Natural Play Areas

3a Wooded play area with natural play and discovery elements,
fencing, interpretive signage, and associated landscaping.

3b Water play area with a recirculation pump and filter, and a boulder
lined water course, interpretive signage, and associated frails and
landscaping.

3¢ Little Bug Bay with a pedestrian crossing, weir allowing the
pond to be used for skating in the winter, and associated trails and
landscaping.

4 Ladybug Lake Improvements includes: a fishing pier; floating fountain
and aerators; shoreline boulders and plantings; shrub and tree plantings;
frails; benches, lighting; wayfinding node; and inferpretive signage.

Lan Initiatives/PHasING pPLan 2 ’

Outdoor Informal Amphitheater includes: earth shaping; a structure;
landscaping; and trails.

Southeast Park Access includes: access drive; a 30-stall parking lot;
lighting; rainwater gardens; landscaping; a small picnic shelter; trails; and
signage.

Interpretation and Restoration Areas

7a Wildflower Demonstration Area includes: plantings; crushed
stone trails; and interpretive signage.

7b Rolling Hills Prairie Habitat includes: earthworks (shaping the
rolling hills); prairie seeding; an outdoor classroom and cverlook;
bituminous trails and interpretive signage.

7¢ Woodland Habitat includes: tree and ground cover plantings;
a sugar shack or tree house; bituminous trails; and interpretive
signage.

7l The Oak Savanna Habitat includes: seeding; tree plantings; and
interpretive signage.

Te Wetland Habitat includes: wetland shaping; plantings/seeding;

a boardwalk and interpretive classroom/dock, and interpretive
signage.

7f Western Wetland Park Area includes native plantings/seeding
and interpretive signage.

79 LinearPond Improvements includes: native shoreline plantings/
seeding; bitumiinous trails; a bridge crossing, and interpretive

signage.

Benson Park master plan



Proposed Park
Improvement
Areas:

NORTH PARK ACCESS/

$180,000

MAIN SHELTER/
PLAYGROUND/PICNIC AREA

R $415,000
@ naturaL pLAY AREAS

@ 3 el et $100.000
@ Water Priny Avea $260,000
e it Bug Bay $160,000

$040,000
LADYBUG LAKE
IMPROVEMENTS
§200,000
OUTDOOR INFORMAL
AMPHITHEATER
S65,000
@ soutHEAST PARK ACCESS
§765,000
INTERPRETATION/
RESTORATION AREAS
15,000

SO0

S50,.000

$30,000

S 100,000

$25.000

o bt bl

$30,000
S360.000

OTHER GENERAL PARK
IMPROVEMENTS

§110.000

ESTIMATED PROJECT COST:
$2,040,000*
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*Estimated cost assumes construction contingencies as well as design and engineering costs. Estimation & based on cost reductions assuming city staff
fabot involved in the constiuetion of all project areas. : '
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Phasing plan

The following table identifies recommended projects and associated costs
for the next five years. Because habitat restoration, particularly woodland
establishment takes time, it is important to begin establishing native
communities first. It is also a community priority to improve the park
tacilities, therefore, installing the playgrounds, main park building and
picnic area is recommended in the first five years. The remaining park
improvements are listed under future phases in order of priority, though
these priorities may shift over time based on community priorities and

funding availability.
INITIAL FIVE YEAR PROGRAM

YEAR
1 Woodland Habitat
1 Rolling Hills Prairie Habitat (50%)
1st. Year sub-total

Contingency, Design and Engineering (20%)

2 Rolling Hills Prairie Habitat (50%)
2 Playground
2 Lighting
2ud. Yenr sub-fotal

Contingency, Design and Engineering (20%)

3 Playground
3 Main building

3rd. Year sub-lotal
Contingency, Design and Engineering (20%)

4 Main building
4th. Year sub-total

Conlingency, Design and Engineering (20%)

5 Main building
5  Picnic area and site fumishings

5. Year sub-fotal

Contingency, Design and Engineering (20%)

= -

$50,000
$30,000
$80,000

$16,000

$30,000
$35,000
$15,000
$80,000

516,000

$110,000
$20,000
$130,000

$26,000
$125,000
$125,000
$25,000

$55,000
$45,000
$100,000

$20,000

© ovoyeawvorar  fewmew |

FUTURE PHASES - FUNDING SOURCE TO BE DETERMINED

i

Ee3)

=

“Estimated cosls assume city slaff labor involved in the consiruction of all project areas.

3a
3b
3¢

7d

7e

7t
7g

NORTH PARK ACCESS [ FARKING

NATURAL I'"LAY ARLAS
Woodland Play Area
Water Play Area

Little Bug Bay

INTTRERETATIONARESTORATION SREAS
Wildflower demonstration area
QOak Savanna Habitat

LADYRUG LAKE IMROVEMENTS

OUTHOOKINFORMAL AMPHITHEATIR

SOUTIHEAST PARK ACTESS
INTERIRETATION/
RESTORATION AREAS

Wetland Habitat

Western Wetland Park Area

Improvements
Linear Pond Improvements

OTHER GENERAL PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Lighting, trail link to eastern
residential areas, benches and waste
receptacles along trail

Other phases sub-total

$180,000
$100,000

$260,000
$180,000

$15,000
$30,000
$200,000
$65,000

$165,000
$100,000

$25,000
$8G,000

$110,000

%1,510,000

Contingency, Design and Engineering

(20%)

** Estimated in 2009 dollars
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Potential Funding Sources

Funding for the projects identified in the phasing plan for the first 5years
will corfie from the City of North Mankato local option sales and use tax
approved by the voters in November 2006 and implemented by the City
October 1, 2008. To make the vision for Benson Park a reality, other funding

sources such as grants, partnerships and donations should be explored.

Grants _

Grants are a way to make the City’s dollars go further. Below is justa sample
of some grant opportunities that may be available along with websites to
visit for more information.

Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources [LCCMR)

website: www.lccmxleg.mn/

The LCCMR makes annual funding recommendations
to the Minnesota Legislature for special environmient and natural
resources projects, primarily from the Environment and Natural
- Resources Trust Fund. These recommendations are the product of
a competitive, multi-step proposal and selection process,

The LCCMR developed from a program initiated in 1963. Since 1963, over
$600 millipn has been appropriated to more than 1,250 projects recommended
by the Commission to protect and enhance Minnesota’s environment and
faktural resources.

Minnesota DNR

website: www.dnr.state.mn.usigrantstindex.htinl

The Minnesota Department of Nattiral Resources' has grant programs in a
rariety of areas, some of wh:ch are listed below. Funded programs vary

/_fror'ye Ito year.

,r on,mental and Conservation Partnershlps Grant Program to
f}‘ trage the enhancenent of fish, wildlife, and native plant habitats.

Wt

3 f" (J' iidspheflc carbon dioxide and to achicve oiher environmental benefi fs.

Hnnesota ReLeaf Program (to assist Minnesota communities with

miaster plan

anting and-caring for their tress, fo increake ener QY conservation, to reduce

g Outdoor Recreation Grants to increase and enhance outdoor recreation
facilities

* Fishing pier grants foimprove fishing opportunities, especially to mect
the needs of children, the elderly.and-peeople with disabilities.

* Local Trail Connections Program fto promofe relatively short trail

connections between where people live and desirable locations, rnot to develop
significant new trails.

* Regional Park Grants to increase and entharce regional outdoor recreation
facilities in areas outside the seven-couiity metropolitan area.

Minnesota Board of Water Resources

website: www.bwsr.state.mn.us
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) is a state agency
dedicated to helping local governments manage natural resqurces. BWSR

aims to improve local capability by providing technical, financial, and.
administrative assistance.

Minnesota Couneil on Foundations

wébsite: www.mcf.org.

The Minnesota Council on Foundations produces the Guide to Minnesota
Grantmakers, a directory of foundation and corporate grantmaking
programs. They are dedicated to helping nonprofit organizations identify
potential partners and financial supporters to help sustain and improve
Minnesota communities.

Minnesota Department of Transportation

website: www.dot.state.mn.us

The Minnesota Department of Transportation has a funding category that
focuses on projects that are historic, scenic or environmental in nature.




National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

website: nfwf.org/programs/grant_manage.htm

This Foundation has a variety of challenge grant programs that fund projects
to conserve and restore fish, wildlife, and native plants and their habitats.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

website: www.epa.govienviroed/grants. html

The EPA’s Office of Environmental Education supports projects that enhance
the public’s awareness, knowledge, and skills to make informed decisions
that affect environmental quality.

Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment

On Nov. 4 2008, Minnesota voters approved the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment to the Minnesota State Constitution which increased

the general sales and use tax rate by three-eighths of one percentage point
(0.375%) to 6.875% and dedicated the additional proceeds as follows:

*  33% to a newly created Outdoor Heritage Fund to be spent only to

restore, protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for game,
fish, and wildlife.

* 33% to a newly-created Clean Water Fund /o be spent only to protect,
enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater,
with at least 5% of the fund spent to protect drinking water sources.

*  14.25% to a newly created Parks and Trails Fund o support parks and
trails of regional or statewide significance.

* 19.75% to anewly created Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund to be spent
only for arts, arts education, and arts access, and to preserve Minnesotas
history and cultural heritage.

The Legislature will make final funding decisions based on the merits of
proposed projects. Projects can be proposed by a variety of organizations
and agencies but only projects that meet the criteria established by law can
be funded.

Partnerships

Partnerships with other organizations with similar goals are another way to
achieve individual projects outlined in the master plan. Partnerships with
Nicollet County, the Nicollet Soil and Water Conservation District, the School
District and other interested organizations should be explored.

Donations

Private donations are another potential funding source. This may be financial
donations from individuals, area corporations or donations of labor from
organizations such as the boy scouts or a neighborhood group. Programs
such as “buy-a-brick” where individuals or groups buy an engraved paver
that is placed in the pavement in the park have successfully been used by
many communities to raise money and enthusiasm.

Benson Park master plan






PPenNDIiX

Preliminary Cost Estimates

Input Summary

Benson Park master plan



Preliminary Cost Estimate

A preliminary cost estimate was prepared to help prioritize phasing of park
improvements. All costs assume that city staff will provide some construction

Tabor.
Benson Park | [Deseription ! Qty.!  Tota* | Sub-category Total |
North Mankato, Minnesota —— i 3 NATURAL PLAY AREAS |
|
_ Preliminary Cost Estimate: based on draft master plan " 3a  Woodland Play Area ' =
Prepared by Hoisington Koegler Group Inc. — ___|Natural play/discover slements l 1 $50,000.00
! Landscaping allowance _ | 1 $25,000.00
,Description _ Qty. Total* | Sub-category Total Perimeter fencing - 6t black chainlink | 820 $20,500.00
1 NORTH PARK ACCESS / PARKING Interpretive signage I $7,500.00
| - subtotal $103,000.00 ]
Vehlcular Circulation & Parking 3b  |Water Play Area | ==
| [Park entry drive, drop off 710/ $  56,800.00 Water feature pump/filter {to locate in Main Shelter) 1} $80,000.00
Curb and guiter for Park entry drive and drop off 710) $  14,200.00 |____ . |Water course with boulders 1 $150,000.00
I Parking lot (biluminous with concretecurbing) 52| §  60.000.00 | | .. {Adjacent landscaping / trail surface Tl $25,000.00 =
Parking lot lighting (assume 4 poles) 1% 15,000.00 _ _ Interpretive signage 1) $7,500.00 .
Parking lot storm sewer allowance 1% 7,500.00 11 subtotal $262,500.00
Parking lot landscaping allowance 1% 5,000.00 = ‘ - |
Starmwater raingardens allowance 18 500000 _ 3¢ _ Llttle Bug Bay 1 _
Primary park sign and associated landscaping —_4ls 500000 Earthwaorks / excavation, lining 1 $30,000.00 ' ==
§— subtotal $168,500.00 Weir - waler level control device 1 $10,000.00 |
Pedestrian Circulation Fleoating Fountain 1 $10,000.00
Trail - bituminous 853§ 11,000.00 | [Boulders at shoreline = | 1 $15,000.00
Concrete walk 322| § 1,288.00 . {Pedestrian bridge -60ft 60 $36,000.00, -
I | subtotal $12.288.00 ' Landscaping allowance = = 1 $15,000.00f —H =
| ’ $180,788.00 = Trail - bituminous around pond — 975 $15,600.00 |
2 MAIN SHELTER / PLAYGROUND / PICNIC AREA ! Pedesirian pond access s
| [ — | subtotal| | $181,600.00
Main Bullding . A aubLY
Main Shefter with restrooms and opsn picnic paviion 1) $_175.000.00 ] 4 = LADYBUG LAKE IMPROVEMENTS
Concrete walk around shelter 30006 12,000.00 | ‘
Trail - bituminous 1o west 209[ 5 3,344.00 Ladybug Lake Improvements b | -
| 1 ilities 1% 10,000.00 Earthworks - for pier 1 $10,000.00,
i | |Landscaping allowance B 11§ 10,000.00 B e Formal Fishing pier struclure -paving, stone wall, railing 1] $80,000.00 |
| subtotal 1 $210,344.00 Floating Fountain - 2 $10,000.00 B
Lighting T Aegrators L 2 $5,000.00 |
B Light poles for general area lighting 4]$  14,000.00 Bouiders at shorsline 1 $20,000.00
. subfotal, | | $74,000.00 1 Shereline enhancement - seeding & plugs 2 $3,000.00 _
Playground — T - — — Landscaping allowance - tree / shrubs Hil 2 $12,000.00 1 |
2-5 yr Play equipment, safety mulch, installation 1% 55,000.00 Trail - bituminous at pier 380 $6,080.00, =
5-12 yr Play equipment, safety mulch, installation 1§ 80,000.00 Trail - bituminous to main shelter 335 55-360-001
Concrete walk / edger 2400/ $  9,600.00 ] i Benches 7 $5,600.00
T subtotal $144,600.00 Lighting allowarce L] $21,000.00
Picnlc Area { site furnishings Wayfinding node 1 $10,000.00
Benches 5| § 4.,000.00 Interpretive signage 1 $7,500.00
Waste receptacles 5§ 2,000.00 subtotal $195,540.00
f Bike racks HE3 400.00 $195,540.00
Picnic tables 12| §  12,000.00 5 OUTDOOR INFORMAL AMPHITHEATRE
Grills 8§ 24,000.00 | i =
Water source/drinking fountain/spigot 1% 5000.00 Outdoor Informal Amphitheatre T _
subtotal| | 00| $47,400.00 Earthworks - grass slope seating 1 $10.000.00 |
$416,344.00 Landscaping allowance . 1 $7,500.00 =, —
| Trellis structure - 1 $40,000.00
el | Crushed Agg. Surface 1200 $3,600.00 | -
| Trail - crushed aggregate to parking lot 252 $2,016.00
subtotal $63,116.00
| $63,116.00




[ |Description | Qty.|  Total* | Sub-category Total | [Description Qty. Total* Sub-category Total
6 SOUTHEAST PARK ACCESS ) i i Jreililiag~ j 7f  |Western Wetland Park Area Improvements :
| \ Wetland plantings/plugs - supplemental ) 5.58 $11,160.00
Southeast park entry/plcnic area Shoereting enhancement - seed - 5.28 $5,280.00
Access drive 170 $13,600.00 = Landscaping allowance -ireefshrubs ) 5.28 $5,280.00 B
| 1 ICurb and gutter for access drive 170 $3,400.00 - Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00 B =1
30 stall parking lot (permeabls pavers with concréte curbing) 30 $81,000.00) _ subtotal $24,720.00
Parking lot lighting (assume 2 pales) 1 $7.500.00 79 _|Linear Pond Improvements
Parking lot slorm sewer allowance 1 $10,000.00 | 1_|Shoreling enhancement - seed =i 24 $2,400.00
Stormwater raingardens allowance 1 $5,000.00 Landscaping allowance -tree/shrubs 24 $14,400.0¢
Landscaping allowance ~ 1 $5,000.00 B Trail - bituminous 550 $8,800.00
Small picnic shelter with concrete fioor B $25,000.00 Bridge crossing 1 $50,000.00
Trails - biluminous 505 $8,080.00 1] Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00
Park Signags T 1 $5.000.00 subtotal $78,600.00
E subtotal $163,580.00 $349,882.00
OVERALL GENERAL PARK IMPROVEMENTS
$163,580.00] | I =
7 INTERPRETATION/RESTORATION AREAS Other General Park Improvements
i i ‘ Lighting along main trail and around Ladybug lake 27 $94,500.00 B
7a Wfldﬂower demaonstration area T Future trail link to eastern residential 350 $5,600.00
Wildflower plantings - seeds/plugs 25 $8,750.00 Benches and waste receplacles along trail 10 $8,000.00
Trail - Crushed stone ‘:7: 450: $3.600.00 subtotal $08100.00 108,100.00
Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00 | ; 3108, -
a2 ke $79:330.00 — Construction subtotal $2,024,450.00
7b_ |Rolling Hills Prairle Habltat L3 oopatdu iR EaNUOGREDY $242,934.00
2,267,384.00
Earthworks - spread ex. soil piles 1 $16,000.00 Constraction il $2,267,
Prairie restoration - seed/plugs s P05 §13,575.00 Design and Englneering Costs (12% of construction) $272,086.08
_IC_rIZﬁs_rggan?:;rJzok — — 64; - glgggggg Potential Park Improvement Total $2,539,470.08
Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00
o subtotal — | $56,847000
7¢  |Woodland Habitat [ i
Woodland restoration - seed/plugs 1.55 $7.750_00' * All costs reflect total reduclions assuming city staff to execute some construction labor
Landscaping allowance - trees/shrubs 1.55 $11,625.00
Trail - Bituminous trail link 40 $640.00
Maple syrup / tree house inlerpretive struclure 1 $25,000.00
Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00
L subtotal $45,015.00
7d |Oak Savanna Habitat
Savanna restoration - seed 13.50 $13,500.00
Landscaping allowance - frees/shrubs 13.50 $13,500.00
Interpretive signage 1 $3,000.00
subtotal $30,000.00
|
7e__|Wetland Habitat e
Earthworks - contouring = 1 $25,000.00
Interpretive wetland classroom dock 700 $31,500.C0
B |Boardwalk 112 $11,200.00 N
(Wetland plantings/plugs 4.3 $17,200.00
Upland restoration - seed 4.3 $6,450.00
Interpretive signage 1 $5,000.00
subtotal $96,350.00
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Input Summary

Benson Park Master Plan wasscreated with inpiit and guidance from the
North Mankato Parks and Green Spaces Sub-Committee and City Staff. The Parks
and Grccn Spaces Sub-Committee met thrée times with the design team:.

p Ocrober 14, 2008 to kick off the project m1d discuss sub-conumiftee desires
for the park;
*  Novemnber 18, 2008 to discuss and evaluate three concept al fernafwe

. ]ammry 13, 2009 to review Hie Draft Master Plarn.

A public operr house was held on February 2, 2009 for public comment and review
of the Draft Plan.

Sub-Committee review of three concept
alternatives

The Parks and Green Spaces Sub-Committee was asked to review three
preliminary park concepts (see Chapter 3 for preliminary concepts) at their
November 18, 2008 meeting They were asked for written comments on all
three concepts, to identify features that they considered important to include
in the final concept and were also engaged in a “dot” exercise where they
were asked to put green dots on elements in each concept they liked and red
dots on elements they did not'like.

Benson Park master plan

Parks and Green Spaces Sub-Committee Comments gn three concept afternatives
- o 3 . bl

Overall Theme

« Nertvral Regources becance it seems to allow greater naturel $pace.

- Concept| 1. Like the bridae. aver ’Hm, ana’ henever, colld Stop at
wesh ol and not ao throwgh vesiored na‘f‘uraﬁz&d avea. Would like
wiave fortial shelter wivestrooms (Concept 2 shelter ¢ best). Like

‘ ﬁ;hin&.ﬁa;’ 3¢ Showm on coﬂcofrf‘ 3. Like park. lookout from wnw,n‘

- Bridae, fidhing. piex variety of play .3'.’599_

- Ecopark: Altornative encigy Sovices and focws on water features
play info corvent and long ferm i5gves e, venensble ency: n-
eral waler i¢ves faangr our gmc,h] Nal‘waf habitate will be 2 dvan
wildlife and edveate v,

« Natwal vegowees to convey the Crmphafq l-]d wonder of natwre in
2 Cemi-vrban environment. Hewever, Somve. agpadrc of E(.a-Park -
mf'c,rprohw/ P"a‘f' and Calturs) hcr.hg;, MaPIa forest - are gpod
coneepte i

- Concept 1; Natwal Regovrees Fark — | foHL thig ig o.lﬁ’omol'#] impor~
tant to matnhain natural habife for both Pl'anh; and‘ aninals and to ¢top
developing’ everthing,

1.21 0 ﬂ‘j kmpf; Dafk_ma on He otrz"glale, #5-—;4—3 betfer ¢hreet

GRS

- Firking._on cd%of park.

« foriking on avttide af park: corcept 1.

Fark: ng. and Cirenlation

-Mu.'ﬁpn'o acces _pbmf maybe, needed, prinfary on’rrq from Ca

« Sovtheast .oi i fa\/arab[o becawe of blocked access from Timm. i
alco hag one focal ipoint:

:O.vaal heritage o pAvEL oonc,ofn‘ Carlson Prive road easier to access,
Parbng_ lot does not dominatfe park.

_-l wovld prefer the Parbng_ 1o t;ht? on the odgc of the pavk. 3
“wvch 3¢ possible.

Sform_waf'er and
“Wetlands

- #2 becaie of the separation ponds and we of the pond on the
cast Side,

- Concept 1.

- % eliminates the need fo alter 61!4'}111&%‘{'6/ featwes. Leave wet-
fand on west gide 3¢ 16 f

= Mistiple cells, blo-swales, natursl edges, rainnater gardene.

- The nater cells not om'v] 51\/@ demonctration of natural fi H’ormg bt
pfowdog bridges. 1

- Ecoparke concept - water celli- stovrmvater. wetland” = Cultural
Hevitage concept alveady eaists. water cellg -~ bridge d

« | fike the watfer cells bt | alo like the idea of an-additinnal pond
neat to La&t?bvgr | love the wedlonds and want to vestore a6 3ty 2

pogsible.




Parks and Green Spaces Sub-Committee Comment placed dots on elements from each concept that they liked and
disliked. Numbers represent number of dots on each element,

Parks and Green Spaces Sub-Committee Comment elements they would like to see in the final plan. The numbers
represent the number of committee members that chose each element.

Fark fea‘h:r&g:

Pot Exercite
Overall Theme: (/onoefﬁ” 1

Overall Theme: Conw,:»‘f’ 1
¥ Diglikes:

4 | Trails * Hike
4| Inferpretive features for frail guetem 1 | Griant animal ctatve 1 |Fossil
2 | Inferpretive gardens & | Natwral amphitheater 1 FSridg;:; oroggingg
2 ﬁghing_ piey % | Faivie
Bosting. % | Seagonal fiching pier
1 [Ovtdoor cdaggroom 2 | Interachive 4;5;,35:,
2 | Awphitheater 4 | Bird watching, N
Exnelosed buildiﬂg_ 6 | Natwalized ;;!5%
Open chelter b | Ok Savanna ]
3 _|Childrent play ares 2 | Gratenaug
2 |Wster play 1 | Overlook:
1 F""’”i‘"'kj”% 1 | Bridae crossings
Lawn aves N B
1 Sfodding_
Skeating. COther (/ono&P‘fQ: Other COHC&P+9:
3 | Cvoss covntru f;l'ding. * Likec: * Diglikes:
5 |Wildiife Habitat 1 |interpretative play (natvral play) 6_|Farking with bio—gwales
2 |Svshsinable aieéign practices 5 | Shelter (aoncx,p)rl 2) : 5 | Selav ;an&k
Other 2 | Water feature 1 [Divided restored natwral aves to west
= Wods ond bird habitat 2 | Wildflower/ native demonctyation, 1| Native-americon inferpretive srea
- Notwal woter edaes . ‘ .
~ Garagg land 2 feniaatsrg oment Z Cano&mg_
- Shelfer with bathroomg g hire i v 1 Agriw[ﬂm! fices
- Featwres to sttract nildlfe ie. prairie, wetlondk, 1| Bringing. pond from west 2_|Inferprefive center
frees 1 | Stermwater cells 2 |Fakm theme plarql area
3 | Weodlond establichment 3 | Orenard .
1 | Svzar ghack 20 | childrent _gard&n/ ?rmgﬂ \|
4 ﬁn;maf Fighitn. pier | ] A\
3 |Winfer ‘hra”;/ .
2 | Restored wetland k :




Public Open House

A public pen house was held February 2, 2009 to allow the public to review
and comment on the Draft Master Plan. Thirty-three people attended. A
Summary of their written comments follows. :

"?J_ utif’uf plan (get trees started sooh).
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Disc Golf

Basketball Courts

‘Bigger deck for better views of wetland dreds
City goose hunt

| think plans are great, keep up the good work —'picl_nfc shelters, and
playground equipment are always important, anything else is a bonus.

Please consider law enforcement issues. Already there are troubles with
dogs and their owners.

How will the park be monitored? We're not in an ideal world and bad things
do happen. e
What about emergency vehicles? Are all areas accessible?

l
For now: The park needs lighting! Closed at dark or at 10:00 pm, not everyone
stays out. Please enforce dog laws.

Bridge crossing - great idea priority
Plant trees soon - take a long time to grow.

Love plan - great for kids and adults. But please put very high prioirity on
creating tree lines to break wind all around existing pond so walking is
bearable all year fong. Seems like not enough trees (maybe pine?) to really
break wind. Thanks, Sara Hausén ' ‘

Lots of trees
Do something about geese
ked bring lots of-doggy b'jags pick ups and trash
» . |
Jorgfvater fountains for humans and dogs
7 . . ‘ .
i . - ' ) 3
ROES fountains far them to play in [

[ | il
5 J_;ﬂf Brm kids and former owners, Bob and ! are glad to see the area remaining
f al” and as a quieter place ta contemplatein the middle of city activity.

— Benson Park master plan

Open spaces are important — not just.to us. — Janet Timm

I think you should make a small BMX track, and you should have a mowed
grass and/or dirt trail for real mountdin bikers, not paved. Yottshould also
have a tunnel undeér a stredm. Leave the hills (I've already watched angrily
them being broken to haow it is now). No dogs! Maybe on a leash (max 10

feet). Leave it wild. It’s too civilizéd the way it is.

Open House Altendees

Name

Address

Phone/Email

Ralph V. Baumgartner

2135 Lor Rey Dr.
N. Mankato, MN 56003

1507.388.7163

Lou and Marlin VonQOhlm

387.5809

2256 St. John Ct
Dave and Sylvia Hudson 2142 Rolling Green Lane 624.4799

N. Mankato
Sara Hensen 2034 Sundance tn 344.1566
Jim Hirveda 2183 Arlington Lane 345.1866
Roland Louis Sheppard 2002 Round Table Rd 625.4969 ,
Mighlle Lindell 1016 Shady Ogk - 386.0224
Bob Freyberg 2142 Engle Rigde Drive 388.5201
Jimand Kara O’Laughlin 303 Nottingham Drive 388.874%
Pam and Larry Anderson 1936 Howard Dr. | 345.6033
Gary and Mary Zellmer 1591 Sharon Br 345-4435
Ernie and Jane Geistfeld 2120 Rolling Greén - 386-1598 . .
Faith Miertz —|1799 Orchid Drive North 386.1656 i
Tom Hagen 927 Lake St 345.3527
Mike Schneider 388.1209
Adrian Person 1532 Graystone 338.1209
Barbara Becker 315 Wheeler Ave 381.8012
Ray Smothers 14 Simon Trail 386.1201
Velma and Gary Rowles 538 Nicollet Ave 387.7859
Janet and Bob Timm 108 Emerald Ct. 388.9213
Dan and Lill Mether 2037 Morgan Way 387.2865
Scott Thiem 1003 Shady Oak Dr. 345.4203
Joe Kluender 2126 Rolling Green Lane 625.4431
Dave Pearson 55 Eagle Ridge Trail 388.7448
Claude Seigler 2231 Simon Ct 383.5639
Diane Norfand 1517 Hoover Dr. 387.1304
Brian Cain 47 Deerwood Ct.
Rob and Amy Johnston 2009 Valley View Dr. 625.5770
Sene and Dee Umhoefer 2154 Arlington Ln 625.1467
Kevin Bigbee 2211 Clare Dr. 338.6117
Anita Riese 112 Kingsway Dr. 338.2600

Dani Goodrich and Lewis
Rermund

14 Arlington Ct

507.2520.9934

Kayla Siegler

2244 Fairbanks Dr.

625.4141










