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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Council Workshop of the North Mankato City 
Council was held in the Municipal Building Council Chambers on September 21, 2015. Mayor 
Dehen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following were present for the meeting: 
Mayor Dehen, Council Members Norland, Freyberg, Spears and Steiner, Administrator 
Harrenstein, Finance Director Thorne and City Clerk Van Genderen.  
 
Presentation by Friends of North Mankato 
 Tom Hagen from the Friends of North Mankato appeared before Council and reported the 
presentation would include individuals interested in helping the City secure the purchase of the 
property located at 1610 LorRay Drive.  

Mr. Hagen introduced Peggy Dimock, 1948 Howard Drive, to provide an overview of the 
fundraising and petition drive.  Ms. Dimock indicated the total number of registered park 
supporters was 1,755 with 510 being from North Mankato.  The total number of people who 
signed a petition entitled “We support the creation of a park at 1610 LorRay Drive, North 
Mankato, MN” was 1,503.  Ms. Dimock reported there are 215 persons from North Mankato 
indicated they would support a public levy.  Ms. Dimock reported 184 donors with $18,658.75 
raised and $64,692.00 pledged for a combined total of pledges and donations of $83,350.75. 
 Mr. Hagen appeared before Council and reported the major donor, who pledged $50,000, 
must have the property secured by October 15, 2015 or he would not be able to make the pledge 
in 2015 based on his foundation’s rules.  Mr. Hagen reported in order for the major donor to 
donate, the project must be a collaborative project and include an educational, historical or 
environmental element. Mr. Hagen provided an historical overview of the property.   
 Mr. Hagen introduced Matthias Leyrer, 526 Wall Street, who provided an overview of 
three funding options. Mr. Leyrer indicated the City could negotiate for the sale of the property 
and either bond for the sale price minus the amount the Friends of North Mankato had collected, 
or bond for the sale price minus the amount the Friends had collected and the Friends continue to 
collect to pay down the bond or establish an historic levy to pay for the property. Alyssa Otten, 
117 ½ S. Third Street, Saint Peter, the Executive Director of the Nicollet County Historical 
Society appeared before Council and reported an historic tax levy could be assessed at a 
maximum of .02418% on assessed properties. A maximum of $220,000 a year could be raised 
and held by the Nicollet County Historical Society and the City would apply for funds from the 
Nicollet County Historical Society. Council Member Spears requested clarification on the length 
of the tax levy. Ms. Otten stated cities could implement the tax in a variety of ways. Council 
Member Spears requested clarification on the use of the funds collected. Ms. Otten stated the 
money would be held in trust by the Nicollet County Historical Society for work in the City of 
North Mankato.  
 Mr. Hagen introduced John Hurd, 732 Garfield Avenue, who appeared before Council 
and indicated he had met with Larry Haberman from V-Tek Corporation concerning developing 
a corporate giving campaign.  Mr. Hurd indicated Mr. Haberman suggested the Friends of North 
Mankato become affiliated with the City of North Mankato in order to add legitimacy to the 
campaign.  Mr. Hurd suggested significant support could come from the corporate community. 
 Mr. Hagen introduced Peter Olson, 7006 DeMar Estates, St. Peter, the Executive Director 
of the Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota who appeared before Council and stated he 
would be willing to offer his fundraising experience to help the Friends of North Mankato.  
 Mr. Hagen opened the meeting to questions from the City Council. Council Member 
Spears stated Representative Johnson has shown support for the project would it be possible for 
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him to appropriate the entire amount.  Mr. Hagen reported in order to receive support the site 
must be purchased because the Historical and Cultural Fund is not set up to purchase property.  
 
Property Owner Comments 
 Vonda Herding, the representative for property owner Audrey Tschohl, appeared before 
Council and stated that while Ms. Tschohl respected the Friends of North Mankato and what they 
were attempting to do, Audrey would never sell the property to the Friends of North Mankato or 
the City of North Mankato. 
 Mayor Dehen opened the session to the Council for questions and discussion. Council 
Member Freyberg asked City Administrator Harrenstein if he had any comments. City 
Administrator Harrenstein thanked the Friends of North Mankato for their diligence and efforts. 
He appreciated the opportunity to meet with the major donor who was very sincere in his efforts. 
Council Member Norland requested clarification on whom Ms. Tschohl would sell to. Vonda 
Herding speaking on behalf of Ms. Tschohl stated she would be willing to sell to an individual or 
a developer.  Council Member Freyberg thanked the Friends for their efforts but indicated the 
difficulty in trying to pressure an unwilling seller. Council Member Spears indicated he would 
support adding the purchase of the 1610 LorRay Drive property to the Capital Improvement Plan 
under future uses for the Sales Tax Fund. Mayor Dehen thanked those who worked on the 
project but stated you cannot make a seller sell and the Friends of North Mankato do not have the 
funds. John Hurd appeared before Council and requested the City make a resolution expressing 
the City’s interest in purchasing the property and helping the Friends of North Mankato to raise 
the funds. Mr. Hurd reported that he respected the seller but that people wanted the project to 
move forward. Council Member Freyberg requested Administrator Harrenstein meet with 
Attorney Kennedy to discuss the legality of a resolution. Ms. Herding, on behalf of property 
owner Audrey Tschohl, appeared before Council and stated while Ms. Tschohl appreciates the 
passion, she will never sell to the Friends of North Mankato group. Council Member Norland 
stated this is private property and we must respect the owner of the property. Administrator 
Harrenstein reported that while the property is not zoned it is guided by the Comprehensive Plan 
as medium density which includes park, single and multi-family uses, leaving the property open 
to many possible uses. 
 

There being no further business, the Council Workshop was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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