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BACKGROUND AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:  The resolution opposes the Office of Management 
and Budget's proposed increase in the minimum population of cities that constitute the core of Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas (MSA) from 50,000 to 100,000.   

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS ATTACHED

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION: Adopt Resolution Concerning the Increase of the Minimum Population of 
Cities that Constitute the Core of Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) from 50,000 to 100,000.

CITY OF NORTH MANKATO

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Council Meeting Date: 3/15/21Department: Community Dev.Agenda Item:  11B

TITLE OF ISSUE:  Consider Adopting Resolution Concerning the Increase of the Minimum Population of Cities 
that Constitute the Core of Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) from 50,000 to 100,000.



 
 

Resolution No.  25-21 
 
 

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE INCREASE OF THE MINIMUM 
POPULATION OF CITIES THAT CONSTITUTE THE CORE OF 

METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MSA) FROM 50,000 TO 100,000 
 

WHEREAS, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is considering a 
recommendation from the Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Standards Review 
Committee to increase the minimum population of cities that constitute the core of Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas (MSA) from 50,000 to 100,000; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed change to the MSA standards would have financial and 
capacity consequence for rural places; and 
 

WHEREAS, federal programs often use the OMB standards to inform definitions of 
“rural” and “urban” that influence eligibility requirements, allocation formulas, scoring criteria, 
and other dimensions of program administration; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed change would reclassify 250 counties from metropolitan to 

micropolitan which would likely result in the current remote and distressed towns with very 
small populations competing with a larger number of well-resourced former metropolitans for 
scarce federal funds such as CDBG non-entitlement funding; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed change in MSA delineation standards will pose a significant 

complication for analyzing demographic and economic trends in both rural and metropolitan 
areas; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY 
OF NORTH MANKATO, MINNESOTA, that:  

 
SECTION 1: This Council opposes the increase of the minimum population of cities that 

constitute the core of Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) from 50,000 to 100,000. 
 
SECTION 2: This Council supports a comprehensive review that establishes a sound 

scientific basis through external analysis and review by researchers, demographers, and experts, 
involving rural practitioners and experts.  

 
SECTION 3: This Council authorizes the submission of letters concerning this initiative 

to the U.S. Office of Management and Budget and the U.S. Census Bureau. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Adopted by the City Council this 15th day of March 2021. 

 

_____________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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