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Purpose of the Guidelines  
The purpose of these Design Guidelines is to assist in determining whether a new building, or 
the expansion of an existing one, is compatible with the character of a neighborhood within the 
City of Ladue and consistent with the pattern of the development of the community. 
 
This document is designed to be used by the Architectural Review Board as a basis for review-
ing exterior design features for projects within Ladue. It is also meant to be a resource used by 
property owners, architects, designers, developers, and contractors during the design process 
to clarify the architectural standards sought by the City. 
 
A responsible application of the guidelines will assist in creating a project that is compatible with 
the context and character of the neighborhood. While these Guidelines establish minimum cri-
teria for neighborhood compatibility, residents are encouraged to design according to their indi-
vidual preferences. Meeting the minimum criteria will not alone assure a successful project ï 
that will require a careful execution of a sensitive design, the use of quality materials, and per-
sonal touches that reflect the uniqueness of the property and its owners. 
 
The Design Guidelines do not stipulate specific architectural styles. There are many appropriate 
design solutions to a given situation. These Guidelines are most concerned with 
whether the design respects the projectôs context and consciously responds to patterns and 
rhythms of the streetscape with a design that is compatible with and that will contribute to the 
quality of the neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
Ladue was initially settled as a farming community with much of the land divided among sever-
al farming families that owned large tracts of land in the area.  While many areas in St. Louis 
City and County developed at a more rapid pace, Ladue provided a bucolic retreat for those 
who preferred to live in a quiet, rural setting.  Many of the earliest subdivisions occurred when 
large country estates were gradually divided into smaller plots for family members or for other 
persons interested in purchasing a residential lot with an abundance of green space. 
 
From the time of its inception, the majority of the homes in Ladue were built at the behest of 
an individual who, attracted to a more rural setting, acquired a tract of land on which to build 
his or her dream home.  Since many of the houses in Ladue were designed to meet the needs 
and preferences of the individual property owners, a diversity of architectural styles has flour-
ished throughout the community.   
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Introduction  

Architectural Review Board 
 

Soon after its incorporation in 1936, Ladue established an Architectural Board (Ordinance #131, 1940) to help ensure compatibility of design within neighbor-
hoods.  The Architectural Board, now known as the Architectural Review Board (ARB), has updated its guidelines to incorporate contemporary building prac-
tices, materials and designs, but the goal in articulating these standards has not changed ð to preserve the qualities for which Ladue has been known, as 
reaffirmed in the cityôs 2006 Comprehensive Plan Update: a spacious residential character of fine estates, large homes and elegant cottages; predominant 
single family residential land use with rolling hills in a countryside setting with mature vegetation; and architecturally diverse homes, all of which, along with a 
few areas of neighborhood- oriented commercial development, preserve the Cityôs premium land values. 
 

The City recognizes that Ladue residents may wish to further tailor their properties to their own needs and preferences. To facilitate this practice, the Architec-
tural Review Board Guidelines Committee has devised a set of design standards that are faithful to the quality and variety of architecture historically found in 
Ladue. These standards will allow citizens of Ladue to continue to experience the beauty and quality that originally attracted them to this community and facili-
tate meeting the goals of the communityôs Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 
Examples of Architectural Styles 
 
This document includes some drawings showing general examples of architectural styles.  This is by no means a comprehensive list of styles allowed in 
Ladue, but instead is meant to provide examples of some of the possibilities.  Additional architectural images from this publication are shown on pages 4, 5, 
21, and 22.  Additional references regarding architectural styles are shown on page 21. Images courtesy of Carson Dunlop, copyright 2018 É 
www.carsondunlop.com  
 

  

Images courtesy of Carson Dunlop, copyright 2018 É www.carsondunlop.com  
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Application and Approval Process 

Any project that affects the outward appearance of a building must be approved by the Architectural Review Board (ARB).  The complete list of procedures and require-
ments is listed in Section 110-71 of the Ladue Code of Ordinances.  The following materials are generally required, unless otherwise noted: 

(1) Schematic site plan at a scale of not less than one inch equals 20 feet with dimensioned property lines, building setback lines, easements identified, existing 
and proposed area of work, location of driveways and parking areas, topographic contours of the existing grades and proposed finished grades at two-foot 
interval minimums for a distance 25 feet from the face of the existing and proposed area of work with an indication of direction of flow of stormwater, locating 
proposed landscape material, landscape material proposed to be removed, and identifying any accessory structures (proposed or existing). 

(2) Schematic floor plans (at a minimum scale of 1/4 inch equals one foot) showing overall building dimensions.  

(3) Schematic building elevations (at a minimum scale of 1/4 inch equals one foot) showing vertical dimensions, fenestration, proposed materials and colors, and 
any existing construction where an addition or modification is proposed. All existing building materials shall be indicated on the existing building elevations.  

(4) Color photographs (8.5òx11ò) of all buildings located on adjoining property. Color photographs (8.5òx11ò) of all building elevations of existing structures for 
projects involving remodeling or additions.  

(5) The application materials must include a list of all building enclosure materials, including the style and make of all windows and doors.  Brochures, pictures, or 
other information shall be required for all non-standard building materials.  Applicants are encouraged to submit an architectural color board showing the  
materials and colors to be used on the exterior of the building.   

 (Continued on next page) 

Introduction  
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Application and Approval Process, cont. 

(6) Any proposed construction in excess of 400 square feet of floor area shall require architectural plans prepared by and bearing the professional seal and 
signature of a person licensed to practice architecture in the state according to RSMo ch. 327. Any work associated with the proposed construction 
which is engineering in nature, and not incidental to the architectural scope per RSMo ch. 327, shall require plans or drawings prepared by and bearing 
the seal and signature of a person licensed under the same statute to practice engineering.  

Materials must be submitted at least one week prior to the ARB Meeting. At the meeting, members of the Board will review the project and make comments.  If 
the proposed project is found to meet the ARB Guidelines, the project shall be approved.   

If the project needs just a few minor modifications, the conditions for approval will be noted in writing and distributed to the applicant.  Revised plans will be re-
viewed by staff and approved if they meet the conditions. 

If significant changes are required for the project to meet the guidelines, a resubmittal and additional meeting(s) with the Board will be required.     

Once ARB approval is granted, any modifications that differ from the approved ARB plans must be re-submitted.  The completed project will be inspected to en-
sure that it matches the approved ARB plans and drawings. 

Additional information about the Architectural Review Board approval process is outlined in Section 110, Article III of the Ladue Code of Ordinances. 

Introduction  
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Ladue is a mature community composed of neighborhoods that 
vary in age and character.  Most neighborhoods display a con-
sistent character of development, united by a similar level of 
quality and architectural details. 

As is typical in most communities, the City of Ladue is divided 
into zoning districts that regulate certain characteristics, such as 
the size of the property and how far the home is set back from 
the street and from adjacent property lines.  The following de-
scribes the residential zoning districts and how they relate to the 
character of the neighborhoods in Ladue. 

Zoning District A (3-acre minimum lots)  

This district comprises much of the southwestern quadrant of 
Ladue.   Properties are spacious with many mature trees and 
landscaping.  Homes are built further from the street and are 
often accessed via a narrow private lane, giving this area more 
of a rural quality than the surrounding areas. 

Zoning District B (1.8 acre minimum lots) 

Much of the interior areas of Ladue have this zoning designation.  
These areas feel more suburban than rural, but generally include 
many mature plants and trees and landscaped areas.   

Zoning District C (30,000 square foot lots) 

This district includes areas along the eastern, northern, and 
western borders of Ladue.  These areas more closely resemble 
a typical suburban neighborhood, but the lots still allow a gener-
ous amount of land for a home and other accessory structures, 
such as a pool or a detached garage.  

Zoning Districts D, E, and E1 (10,000-15,000 square foot 
minimums) 

In these districts, lots and homes are somewhat more modest in 
size and the houses are closer to the street.  Ladueôs smallest 
lots are around 7,000 to 10,000 square feet in size and tend to 
flank the Cityôs commercial areas.  The houses in these subdivi-
sions are more likely to have been built around the same time 
and tend to be compatible in terms of quality and general layout. 

Existing Development 

Introduction  
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§ Balance ð A project exhibits balance if parts of the design are equally distributed to 

create a sense of stability. Both physical and visual balance are important to the 

design. 

§ Rhythm ð Rhythm is the repeated use of line, shape, color, texture or pattern. 

§ Emphasis ð Good architecture is designed to attracts oneôs eye to a certain feature 

or focal point. 

§ Proportion & scale ð Projects should be designed to show appropriate comparative 

relationships between elements in a design with respect to size. 

§ Movement ð Good design shows a flow or feeling of action. 

§ Contrast ð Noticeable differences in elements make a design interesting and can 

be created with color, proportion and scale, shape, and texture. 

Principles of Design 
Every project, whether new construction, an addition, or exterior revision must consider and 
incorporate the principles of design found in good architecture.  They include: 

Introduction  
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Introduction  

Concepts of Design 
When construction projects are reviewed, the Architectural Board will be looking for how designs ad-

dress four key concepts, as follows:   

1. Attention to Neighborhood Context and Site Design 
 
The City of Ladue has many well-established residential neighborhoods.  While Ladue encourages  
diversity of style among neighborhoods, new structures, as well as structural additions and exterior re-
models, should blend in with the general rhythm of the neighborhood.  In addition, topography, existing 
vegetation, and other natural features of the building site should be carefully considered during the de-
sign process. 

The ARB shall consider the following precepts for review of site design and context: 

§ Each structure's mass, style, and materials should be appropriate to the  
site and its surrounding structures.  

 

§ Buildings should be designed to enhance the individual qualities of each  
site and must be situated in a way that is sensitive to adjoining properties.  

 

 

2.    Architectural Harmony 

Architecture should be thoughtfully designed by a meaningful process between the owner and architect.  
The goal is for property owners to embrace a unified architectural expression and communicate their 
goals to the architect who ensures that all elements in the design are consistent.   

Structures must:  

§    Be designed such that the chosen style is evident through the incorporation  
   of architectural elements that contribute to the authenticity of the architectural style,  
   including but not limited to scale and proportion, building mass, roof form,  

                  fa­ade symmetry and details, fenestration (windows), building materials,  
             and other details. 

 

§     Interpret historical styles with authenticity in the use of materials and  
          dedication to the underlying principles of that style. 
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Introduction  

 3.   Proportion and Authenticity of Design Elements  
 

Regardless of the architectural style, elements of design should be well-proportioned and 
structurally relevant to their applications. 

 

The following precepts shall be followed when considering Design Elements: 

 

§    There should be a proportional relationship between all architectural elements. 
 

§ Buildings should embody the principles of unified design, achieved through the 
application of rhythm, proportion, balance, relationship, scale, and authenticity. 

 

§    Elements should appear functional and exhibit the qualities of structural  
   integrity. 

 

§    The use of a building material should be consistent with the physical  
    properties of that material. 

 
 
4.  Quality and Craftsmanship  

 
Much of Ladueôs existing architecture exhibits quality materials and excellent craftsmanship.   

 
The same is expected for construction projects reviewed by the ARB, which should reflect ad-
herence to the following: 
 

§      Structures should evoke a superior level of craftsmanship, durability, and  
     high industry standards for material, performance, and design. 

 

§      Quality, natural materials are preferred for building elements.  Alternate  
     materials may be deemed appropriate by the Architectural Review Board  
     based on the context of the site and structure. 

Concepts of Design cont. 
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Guidelines  
 

Designing for the Site and Community 

While there are very few undeveloped lots in Ladue, neighborhoods are regularly experi-
encing changes ranging from minor renovations to complete reconstruction of homes.  All 
projects should relate to the existing environment and not significantly alter the character 
of the neighborhood.   

The following items should be considered during site design and development: 
 

Neighborhood Preservation 

Historic features of the subdivision and the site should be considered during the design 
process. 
 

Preservation of mature trees and native vegetation is necessary and desirable to  
preserve the character of Ladue. 
 

Preservation and improvement of historic structures is encouraged. Improvements to a 
developed site should be harmonious with the existing structures on the site.  
 

Layout and Property Access   

Layout should emphasize the natural features of the site that accentuate the character of 
Ladue.  The layout of the home should make sense in terms of the characteristics of the 
site and how it relates to the neighborhood. 
 

Site layout should relate to other properties in the neighborhood in terms of how they are 
situated on the lots and at what distance they are set back from the street and from other 
properties. 
 

The house should be designed to take advantage of existing topography and minimize 
land disturbance.  The shape and layout of the house should relate to the shape of the 
property.   
 

Driveways    

Driveways are the introduction to the property.  In an effort to preserve the landscape and 
create properties where the landscape is dominant over the improvements, a minimal use 
of hardscape is encouraged.  If entry pillars or gates are to be constructed, they should be 
understated and consistent with the character of the streetscape.  
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Guidelines  
Scale, Rhythm, and Mass:   

There should be a clearly identifiable primary mass. 

Each construction project reviewed by the ARB should be compatible with the gen-

eral mass and scale of other homes on the street.  It is important that the existing 

rhythm of the neighborhood be retained, in terms of the scale and shape of solid 

forms and open spaces on the block.   
 

Multi-layer setbacks with more than 3 wall planes are strongly discouraged.  
 

More than 3 rooflines on the front fa­ade are strongly discouraged. 
 

Roof slopes should not vary significantly from those within the same style in the 

same neighborhood.  The appearance of mass can be minimized through the use of 

design elements, such as dormers, porches, and porticos. 
 

Ancillary roof slopes should be appropriate to the style of the building. 
 

Roof design should be considerate of whether there is a predominant roof pitch and 
type in the neighborhood. 
 

 
ARB-reviewed construction projects should relate to the predominant height of roofs 
of nearby buildings.    
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Guidelines  
Materials and Detailing   

Adjacent homes should be distinct in terms of materials and detailing, however, similar 

levels of detailing should be applied throughout the neighborhood.   

Design should take into consideration the predominant fa­ade material and/or dominant 

architectural features in the neighborhood and complement the design of surrounding 

homes. 

Elements should be consistent on all exposures of the home so that a completely unified 

use of materials is present on all elevations. Detailing of wall, roofs and ground contact 

materials continue Ladueôs traditional treatment of home design. 

 

Garages: 

Garage design and orientation should be compatible with other homes on the block. 

In the A, B, and C zoning districts, garages should be detached or oriented away 

from the street.  In other zoning districts, front-facing garages should be avoided, if 

possible, especially if the majority of the homes on the block do not have front-facing 

garages.  Total width of front facing garages should not exceed 26 feet.  These large 

openings present a design opportunity to reinforce and enhance the appearance with 

designed components from traditional to contemporary selections of door design.  
 

Whenever possible, the garage area should be located behind or even with the  

primary mass of the house (whether front or side facing).  
 

It is preferred that garage bays be individual bays with doors no wider than 9 feet.  

Double wide doors are discouraged.  Garage doors should be recessed at least 6 

inches from the wall surface.  

All proposed garage door materials will be evaluated based on quality and appropri-

ateness to architectural style and character.  High quality materials are always ex-

pected.  The following garage door materials will generally be approved by the Board: 

 

Residential  Commercial 

Wood    Wood 

Fiberglass   Fiberglass 

    Fluoropolymer finished galvanized steel  or aluminum 


