
  
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE 
 

HUXLEY CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 515 N. MAIN AVENUE 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2020 7:00 P.M. 

 
WORKSESSION AGENDA 

 

1. ROLL CALL 
  
2. APPROVE AGENDA AS PRESENTED AND/OR AMENDED 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT (5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THIS AGENDA) 

 
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These are routine business items and will be acted upon by one Roll Call Vote without 
separate discussion unless a Councilmember or citizen requests an item to be removed or considered separately.  
 
6. BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
a. Review of City of Huxley Land Use, Growth and Utilities Map, Adjacent Rural Water Agency Boundaries 

and Agreements 
 
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
8. CITY ADMINISTRATOR AND DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 
9. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT   
 

11. WORKSESSION   
 

    UPCOMING WORK SESSION TOPICS 
Update on Trails & Sidewalk Infill Master Plan 
Zoning Ordinance Review and Amendments 
Economic Development Projects 
Follow Up on Low-Moderate Income Fund Uses 
New City Mapping Capabilities 
    

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-597-2561 or visit the Clerk’s 
Office, City Administration Building at 515 N. Main Ave.  Council agendas are available to the public at the City Clerk’s Office on 
Monday morning preceding Tuesday’s council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive meeting notices and agendas by 
email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email. 



 COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         
   
 
 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Worksession-City of Huxley Comprehensive Planning, Growth and Utilities 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  
Rita Conner, City Administrator 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Through 2020, Council and staff have been reviewing the City’s Comprehensive Plan, evaluating 
long range capital improvement and infrastructure needs, and working to plan for the City’s 
future. The 2013 and 2019 future land use maps have been updated to identify where new 
developments have occurred and new infrastructure has been constructed to serve residents and 
businesses. An $8M project is in design to expand the City’s water treatment plant and a master 
plan has been developed for extending the City’s recreational trail system and infilling sidewalks 
city wide.  
 
As the City of Huxley plans for development to continue to the west, south, north and east, an 
important step is to work with outside agencies including electric and gas utilities, other cities, 
Story County and the existing rural water districts within the proposed long range growth 
boundary. These discussions allow for the ability to collaborate where possible and also to make 
the most efficient use of public funds.  
 
Staff discussions in 2020 with Xenia Rural Water and the Iowa Rural Utilities Association 
(IRUA) have included map and plan review and the City’s anticipated directions of growth from 
the 2013 and 2019 plans. Review of an existing agreement between the City and Xenia from 
2002 appears to provide a framework to move forward with identifying service areas and 
development of connection fee districts for passing along per acre costs to future development 
and also serve as a template for a similar agreement with IRUA. There is also ability to evaluate 
shared infrastructure. Additional information on this proposal is below. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Amount: To be determined. The current agreement provides for certain costs to be evaluated by 
the City and Xenia, which could be similar with IRUA. With connection fee districts being a 
common mechanism for cities in Iowa to recoup costs of installing public utilities, the 
establishment of districts for this purpose is not an unusual consideration. Learning what these 
fees would consist of is necessary to conclude the evaluation and be able to fully inform future 
investors in Huxley. 
 
Funding Source:  Connection fee districts developed by the parties. An example formula may be 
$100,000 spread over 80 acres is roughly $1200 per acre. If 3-4 homes were constructed, the per 
acre costs is further broken down. There is a need to understand what actual numbers would look 
like and how to apply to the acres in the City’s growth area. With the housing stock in the 
Huxley market at costs between $250,000 and $400,000 and even higher, the ability to absorb 
the fees as a cost of doing business appears achievable.  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

• There are instances in Iowa where cities and rural water agencies have not been able to 
reach solutions easily or without high costs for litigation. The intent of discussion is to 
avoid those costs and circumstances and develop solutions.  

• The discussions in 2020 also included the City’s planned water system expansion project 
and whether either rural water agency could be a partner/contributor to avoid redundant 
investment with public funds. These discussions stemmed from prior year conversations 
on emergency service connections and what types of distribution systems are in the 
ground in Story County, including those of Des Moines Water Works and the City of 
Ames. 

• In Polk County in the early to mid 2000’s, the Cities of Pleasant Hill and Altoona worked 
collaboratively with the SE Polk Rural Water District, Polk County and Des Moines 
Water Works on a scenario similar to the one described in this agenda item, which 
provided the ability for the two cities to grow to the degree that is visible today.  

 
ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION: Approve moving forward and direct City 
Administrator to continue discussion of draft terms for review by Council, and Xenia/IRUA 
Boards  
 
ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS: 
 

• The intent for this work is to be able to clearly and predictably welcome additional land 
into the City of Huxley for growth and development, particularly additional commercial, 
retail, office and industrial development that will offset the tax burden on residential 
property. 
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