




HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Highlands County Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order at 
3:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 8, 2016, in the Commissioners' Board Room located in the 
Highlands County Government Center Building, 600 South Commerce Ave., Sebring, Florida. 

Members present were: Mr. Howard, Mrs. Mack, Mr. Osborn, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Travers, Mr. 
Carter, and Mr. lngler, Chairman. Alternate/Non-Voting Members present were: None. Also 
present were: Mrs. Sawdy, Zoning Clerk; Mrs. Cable, Planning Technician; Mrs. Culpepper, 
Planner I; Mrs. Brown, Planner I; Mrs. BuChans, Planning Supervisor; Ms. Conrad, Zoning 
Supervisor; and Mr. Roberts, Assistant County Attorney. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved. Motion carried 7-0. 

6) OLD BUSINESS: 

A. HEARING #1799 - FITZPATRICK I WALKER - C/O BERT J HARRIS 
An approximate .50-acre parcel located approximately 0.14 miles south of US 98 and 
0.13 miles east of Afton Drive on the west side of Hickory Ridge Drive; the address being 
207 Hickory Ridge Dr., Sebring, FL; and legally described as follows: Lot 63, Hickory 
Ridge Subdivision, Unit 1, according to the plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 14, Page 
63 of the Public Records of Highlands County, Florida. 

The applicant is requesting a variance to allow an 8.8 foot front yard setback instead of the 
required 25 feet for an existing carport and a 3.9, 6.5, and 6.6 foot side yard setback instead 
of the required 7.5 feet for two (2) existing sheds. Ms. Conrad advised the Board that staff 
was requesting to table this hearing to the following month to discuss this variance further 
with the applicant. 

Motion by Mr. Travers and seconded by Mr. Osborn to table this hearing for December 13, 
2016 at 3:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible to be held in the Commissioners' Board 
Room located in the Highlands County Government Center Building, 600 South Commerce 
Ave., Sebring, Florida. 

Upon roll call, all members voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 

7) NEW BUSINESS: 

A. HEARING #1800 - NORMA R. JONES - C/O RICK WHIDDEN 
An approximate 0.219-acre parcel located approximately 0.34 miles east of US 27 and 
0.06 miles southwest of Valerie Drive at the intersection of Red Avenue and Marlin 
Drive; the address being 3133 Marlin Dr., Sebring, FL; and legally described as follows: 
Lot 457, of Sebring Ridge, Section E, according to the plat thereof as recorded in Plat 
Book 8, Page 53 of the Public Records of Highlands County, Florida. 

The applicant is requesting a variance for a 20.3 foot front yard setback and a 15.7 and 19.3 
foot rear yard setback instead of the required 25 feet for a proposed addition; a 24.5 foot rear 
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yard setback instead of the required 25 feet for an existing home; and a 23 .2 foot rear yard 
setback instead of the required 25 feet and a 6. 7 foot side yard setback instead of the required 
7 .5 feet for an existing shed. Mr. lngler read the request, and Mr. Whidden presented the 
request. There were no letters received and no one spoke in favor of or against the request. 
Motion by Mr. Carter and seconded by Mr. Travers to approve the request with the following 
condition: 

1. Add the Zoning Variance application as Exhibit B to the Order Form Granting Zoning 
Variance. 

Upon roll call, all members voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 

8) ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting shall be held on December 13, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as 
possible in the Commissioners' Board Room located in the Highlands County Government 
Center Building, 600 South Commerce Ave., Sebring, Florida. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:23 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jo Anne Sawdy 
Zoning Clerk 
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Highlands County, Florida 
Special Exception Application 

************************************************************************************************************ 
SECTION I. THIS SECTION FOR STAFF USE ONLY! Date Received: __,_l 0_\,_\_3 _ _,_\ _.db«--""--\_,_\..o-'------
AMOUNT OF FEE: 9.....t5 .CC) RECEIPTNo.: ~~t\a~o TAX MAP#: _2_1...o..6--'C ___ _ 
CASE#: B.O.A. # \36 \ HEARING DATE: B.O.A. -\2\~ TIC DATE ADOPTED:--------
************************************************************************************************************ 
SECTION II. PLEASE PRINT OR WRITE CLEARLY ALL APPLICABLE INFORMATION. This application and all 
required supplemental information must be properly completed according to the instructions. All information and exhibits submitted 
in connection with this application will become a permanent part of the public records of Highlands County. Please submit the 
application to the Zoning Department to be checked for completeness by staff before the applicable deadline. The Department accepts 
no responsibility for the completeness and accuracy of the application and will not advertise the application for public hearing until all 
required information is deemed to be accurate and complete. It is recommended that the applicant, agent, or representatives be present 
at the public hearing. 

Special Exception requested before the Board of Adjustment: To allow a temporary dog kennel 

*************************** ******************************************************************************** 
Thi!ll appliebtion has been r vie ed for completeness and determined sufficient: / j 
~ r ~/~v~~~~2~~/~~F--~~~~-

sign ed: Zoning Supervisor Date 

Special Exception is sought pursuant to Section 12.03.205 (c) of the Code of Ordinances under Section 12.05. _2~0_0~----
( F.5 ) of the Code. 

************************************************************************************************************ 

1. Name of Property Owner: (Application must be signed by the property owner. If more than one, all the owners must sign the 
Owners Affidavit (attached), which must accompany the application): 
Print Name: Claudia D. Beaver 
Mailing Address: 3224 White Oak Road 

Lorida. EL 33857 
Telephone No. ( 863) """'4'"'"14=-'6.2 ... 3-26...._ _______ _ E-Mail Address: claudja.beayer225@gmail.com 

2. Name of Agent: (Complete the Agent's Affidavit (attached) from property owner, which must accompany application, giving 
agent authority to represent this application.) 
PrintName:~N~/~A,__ _______________________________________ _ 

Mailing Address:-----------------------------------------

Telephone No. ( E-Mail Address:-----------------

3. Legal Description and Strap of Property Covered by Application: (If subdivided: lot, block, complete name of subdivision, 
plat book, page number, section, township, and range. If metes and bounds description: complete description, including section, 
township, and range.) See Attached Exhibit A 

STRAP #: C - -3.3___ - -3.5._ - ..3.1_ - APO - 0041 - 0000 

4. Street Address of Property Covered by Application:_.3..,2..,2._.4-'W.......,.h...,it,,.e_,O...,a..,k...........,R..,.o=a=d _________________ _ 

5. Name of project, subdivision, or overall project, if part of a larger project, if applicable: ...:.N_,,/c.:..A-=-------------

************************************************************************************************************ 
SECTION III: INFORMATION ABOUT EXISTING USE 

6. Existing Zoning District: AU Existing Land Use Classification: ... A ..... G..._ ________ _ 
Are the Zoning and Comprehensive Plan Consistent? [V') Consistent [ ] Not Consistent 
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7. Vesting: Is the property vested for specific property rights? [ ] Yes [v"J No If Yes, list the Vesting Action or Order Number or 
the method used to grant vested rights (state binding letter, legal lot ofrecord, etc).: J 

8. Is this hearing being requested as a result of a code violation notice? [ /] Yes [ ] No If Yes, explain. CE16080051 
Operating dog rescue/kennel 

9. Has a public hearing been held on this property within the last 12 months? [ ] Yes [ /] No If Yes, in whose name and 

when? ~-------------------------------------------

10. Current Use of Property (Number of existing dwelling units, type of commercial or industrial, etc): _________ _ 
Private residence and Ag cattle grazing 

11. Existing Size of Property: Size of Property (width) -=.5-=.6.;:..0·:...:;9-=.5 ______ feet, (depth) _,4'"""'1"""'8_,_,,.5._,,5'-------- feet, 
street frontage 263.97+ feet, water frontage N/A feet, Total acres ~5~1~1~--
If different from the total acreage, the upland, or developable portion is N/A +/- acres. 

12. Are there existing structures on the property? [/]Yes [ ] No If Yes, what type (CBS, Frame, Stucco, Other Multiple Units, 
Number of Dwellings per Building)? Double-wide mobile home with porch and carport 

13. Uses on Adjacent Property: Also indicate whether the adjacent property is within another jurisdiction and indicate that 
jurisdiction's FLUM and/or Zoning designations. 

Existing Uses FLUM Designations Zoning Districts 

North AG/Gattllr sfil. AG AU 

South Ac;. I SFR &.!LAG R-1/~ G/-\ 
East SF.~Bcsi11eSS' Ac; ./ff/ AG AU 

West fla_,/ SFR AG AU 

************************************************************************************************************ 
SECTION IV: INFORMATION ABOUT PROPOSED USE 

14. Proposed Use (Uses desired which are not permitted by present zoning district or Land Use FLUM designation): Temporarv 
operation of dog rescue and kennels (portable). House a total of not more than 15 rescue dogs for a period not longer 
than 5 years (Barking Out Loud Rescue Inc - Exhibit B) 

15. Proposed number of Dwelling Units or the number of square feet of commercial space (if applicable): ------­
None 

16. Proposed Development Standards (if applicable): 
a. Existing parcel size: N/A . Proposed Parcel Size (if increasing area): _,_N=/,,_A,__ ____ _ 
b. Existing Floor Area Ration (FAR)= gross floor area of existing building: N/A divided by Parcel size= FAR N/A % 
c. Proposed Floor Area Ration (FAR): N/A %. 

17. Time Limit: When will the special exception being applied for be initiated and/or completed? Requesting a time limit of 
5 ears 
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************************************************************************************************************ 
. ~ECTION V: BURDEN OF PROOF INFORMATION: 
\..,.s. Burden of Proof: The burden of proof and persuasion remains at all times on the applicant. This burden of proof and persuasion 

includes providing infonnation requested in questions # 22 A through # 22F. The application for a special exception shall state fully 
the grounds on which it is requested and show compliance with the following standards: 

A. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development will comply with all requirements of this chapter and 
Florida law (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). Will comply with all ordinances. Will erect a 6' privacy fence 
in back yard. provide anti-barking boxes in front and back of property, and provide noise barrier curtains 
on front of outside kennels 

B. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development, if completed as proposed, will probably not materially 
endanger the public health or safety (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). The 5 outside kennels will be locked at 
all times. All dogs are fully vetted and up-to-date on vaccinations. Dogs are leash walked or allowed 
outside in secured back yard. All waste will be picked up and disposed of. 

C. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development, if completed as proposed, will probably not 
substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). The proposed 
use of the property for kennels is temporary. No structures will be constructed All kennels are portable. 

D. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development, if completed as proposed, will probably be in harmony 
with the area in which it is to be located (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). Property is currently Ag. We have 
cattle and a horse on property. The rescue dogs will be housed in portable kennels. All traffic on property 
is kept to a minimum. We take the dogs to adoption events and to meet prospective adopters. 

E. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development, if completed as proposed, will comply with all 
requirements of the adopted Highlands County Land Development Regulations (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). 
We will comply with all adopted Highlands County Land Development Regulations. 

F. Please provide infonnation, if possible, that the development, if completed as proposed, will comply with the 
adopted Highlands County Comprehensive Plan or other plan officially adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners (Use additional sheet, ifrequired). We will comply with the Highlands County Comprehensive 
Plan or other plans adopted by the Board of County Commissioners. 

19. Are there any appropriate conditions and safeguards, in confonnity with this chapter, that can be applied and should be 
mandated as a condition for the approval of this special exception? (Use separate additional sheet, ifrequired) 
A limit of 5 rescue dogs will be housed in portable kennels on the front porch and carport. Kennels will be locked at all 

times. A limit of 10 rescue dogs will be housed inside the residence in portable kennels/crates, A privacy fence will be 
installed in the back yard. Anti barking boxes will be installed on the property. Waste will be picked up and disposed of. 

************************************************************************************************************ 
SECTION VI: MAPS, OWNERS OR AGENTS AFFIDAVIT AND LIST OF PROPERTY OWNERS 

20. Map Properties Within 500 Feet: Using a map that shall be secured from the County Property Appraiser's Office, delineate the 
boundary of the proposed development site and its location on the map. Include each parcel of land within 500 feet of the property 
covered in the application. 

21. Owners or Agents Affidavit: An Owner's and/or Agent's Affidavit must be completed and submitted as part of all applications. 

22. List of Property Owners: List of all current property owners within 500 feet radius of property covered in the application, 
including name, mailing and site addresses of their properties. If in areas zoned Agriculture, minimum of 6 names required adjacent or 
in the vicinity of the special exception requested. (Attach separate sheet to this application.) 
************************************************************************************************************ 
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OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 2493 PAGE 562 c ( 

Exhibit "A" 

A portion of Government Lots 5 and 6 lying entirely in Section 33, Township 35 South, Range 31 East, 
Highlands County, Florida, and being more particularly described as follows: Commence at the Government 
Angle Point 15 on the 1914 Government Meander line ofLaJce Istokpoga; thence run North 30°20'33" West and 
along said Meander line a distance of262.91 feet to Angle Point 14; thence North 89°51'58" West and still 
along said line a distance of 182.96 feet for Point of Beginning; thence continue North 89°51'58" West and stil1 
along said line a distance of 154.19 feet to Angle Point 13; thence South 47°38'33" West and still along said 
Meander line a distance of 152.92 feet to Angle Point 12; thence North 80°45'57" West and still alOllg said line 
a distance of26429 feet; thcnceNorth4°27'54" East, a distance of 419.06 feet; thence North 90°00'00" F.ast a .J 
distance of 560.68 feet; thence South 00°00'00" East a distance of 351 .53 feet to Point of Beginning. ...,,, 

Subject to the East 25 feet thereof for Road Easement per O.R. Book 1417, Page 1873. 

Subject to a 50 foot Road Easement being more particularly described as follows: A portion of Government Lot 
5 lying entirely in Section 33, Township 35 South, Range 31 East, Highlands County, Florida and being more 
particularly described as follows: Commence at Government Angle Point 1 S on the 1914 Government Meander 
line, thence run North 301120133" West and along said Meander line a distance of262.91 feet to Angle Point 14; 
thence North 89°5 l '58" West. and still along said Meander line a distance of 182.96 feet for Point of Beginning; 
thence continue North 89°51 '58" West and still along said line a distance ofl54.l 9 feet to Angle Point 13; 
thence South 47°38'3311 West and still along said Meander line a distance of 152.92 feet to Angle Point 12~ 
thence North 80°45'57" West and still along said Meander line a distance of 63.81 feet; thence North 47e3 8'33" 
East a distance of212.00 feet; thence South 89°51'58" East a distance of77.10 feet; thence South 00°00'00" 
East a distance of 50.00 feet to Point of Beginning, 



INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
P. 0. BOX 2508 
CINCINNATI, OH 45201 

Date: MAY 2 4 2016 
BARKING OUT LOUD RESCUE INC 
3224 WHITE OAK ROAD 
LORIDA, FL 33857-0000 

Dear Applicant: 

B ( 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Employer Identification Number: 
81-2631759 

DLN: 
26053541001676 

contact Person: 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Contact Telephone Number: 
(877) 829-5500 

Accounting Period Ending: 
December 31 

Public Charity Status: 
170 (b) (1) (A) (vi) 

ID# 31954 

Form 990/990-EZ/990-N Required: 
Yes 

Effective Date of Exemption: 
May 13, 2016 

Contribution Deductibility: 
Yes 

Addendum Applies: 
No 

We're pleased to tell you we determined you're exempt from federal income tax 
under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c) (3). Donors can deduct 
contributions they make to you under IRC Section 170. You're also qualified to 
receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under Section 
2055, 2106, or 2522. This letter could help resolve questions on your exempt 
status. Please keep it for your records. 

Organizations exempt under IRC Section 501(c) (3) are further classified as 
either public charities or private foundations. We determined you're a public 
charity under the IRC Section listed at the top of this letter. 

If we indicated at the top of this letter that you're required to file Form 
990/990-EZ/990-N, our records show you're required to file an annual 
information return (Form 990 or Form 990-EZ) or electronic notice (Form 990-N, 
the e-Postcard). If you don't file a required return or notice for three 
consecutive years, your exempt status will be automatically revoked. 

If we indicated at the top of this letter that an addendum applies, the 
enclosed addendum is an integral part of this letter. 

For important information about your responsibilities as a tax-exempt 
organization, go to www.irs.gov/charities. Enter "4221-PC" in the search bar 
to view Publication 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for 50l(c) (3) Public Charities, 
which describes your recordkeeping, reporting, and disclosure requirements. 

Letter 5436 



To Eig11lands County Zoning Depi, . Chairmen: Rkk fn gler 

lv!y Name is La..?!)· Vinson and'my residet!C~ is at 
3317 W1frte Oaks Road 
Lorida Fl. 3385i 

I al::Kn>wn !he 50 acre parcel across the street fr.om my Lake House and across from Ivfrs. 
!Beavers property. 

I would like to thank you for taking the ti me aud effort to help my co1nmunity resolve 
this issue. l bought my home 2 years ago and what attracted me io iliis area was how 
Peaceful and Quiet th1sarea \.WS. Our house 1s .on a canai that goes to Lake lstokpoga 
There arc only 8 hum~ on uur eanal ·ivith no empty lots for future development. I really 
did bny this home with the Peace and quite this area offered. 

Our.issue at hand is our neighbor Clmldia Beaver .has started a Dog Kennel business 
Without the Proper Property Zoning and without any input from SUITOlmding neighbors. I 
have added a copy of ini.Oilllatlon obtained onliDe under the Company name of 
Barking Out Loud Rescue Inc. at 3224 White Oak Road FJ. 33857. 

As you can se-e by the info presented by M'rs. Beaver she plans on constructing open air 
kennels to be placed all around her property facing all of the neighbors homes. She has 
b~n turuili1g this iliegru hU:1;iness n'C'lm her h().fi}C since the ioceptioi1 of this company 
being inoorpo.rated April 13m 2016. itHas been anything but ple.asanl for surrotmcling 
neighbors. These Dogs. are never quiet a.Tld constantly Barking and when one Barlcs. they 
all Bark. f can wa.Jk out of my House at 5 am and these dogs will bark and bark. In her 
information she claims this Dog Kennel v,-fil be placed in a qu..ite country setting. Since 
she has began her illegal Dog Kennel Qur neighborliocd has been made miserable by her 
dogs and the ooise that they eonstafitly make therefore :i'Ui.nii1g our Qui:¢t Country Setting. 

Whlle the Dog saving Ilusiness. is a noble one anciJ am sure we ·"'rould all agree Dogs 
deserve a C'10od Home. The reality is thattllis is a business designed t(} make Money frttm 
CQllecting and Selling Dogs. I Do Not want this BlL")iness as a. neighbor being only 2 
homes from mine. I know Pro?"'...rty values will be adversely affected if she is allowed to 
have \his bu~ nobody wants to live- next w a Dog Kennel MuchJess an OUtdo()r Dog 
Kcnncl. 

Again Thank you fur your time and effort on this Matter. 

I 

Dale: 11 / ~-t L tt.. 

Date: u {i..4/n ·..J 



NOV-28-2016 11:05 FROM:JAMES-PROPERTIES 8636555315 T0:4026651 P.Y3 

·~ricing Out Loud~ Inc Plmse honor p1edges"via.Pa.yPal account 
'°'O'kcscue32Z4@~ or ~.may be .s::at w &l:kiDg Out L>wf ResaJe.. 3224 White Oak 

. .::.. uniaaFLJ38.S711umkYoo! 

Barting 0. Loud Rescue.. Inc is a Aol'fda Non Pt'6ftt Clog ~ue locrtied In lorida, Florida. Wo 
·are IQQbed on just ouerflve ~in a quh' country sctlt~. · 

IJur mission is t<N,~ue the negfetted,. abused, and abandoned dgp withii the stare of 
Actida.. Tu prpvtde ~ d9 wttti mediCOl.I Cite, rtaitliJW;. a ate,. loving and 
;.,i:GraaiVc envln:inmsnt while we help to tOCMe ~ Rri'cWe:t Home for each of the doss. 

We are cu~ntty l'llSlftC moneytn oonstructour lnftt31 dUE kennels and bur1dkti that w1n hou.rile 
twenty dog$, a sick ~.and~ fortood,.suppfie$, a srnan office and~ f;ac:illties ·tor 
ot.1rd~~Ourconcaptkverysfmllartothe-~piettlfittoprmride$11fehousinc 

. tor each dog, along with a priwbe 15 focat run for eam c:to.t 1n f!K't"tn:ise at 111n11. Each J11dividuat 
kennel wm inctude a fan :.tnd" rnl$tsr.;tem to l'lcfp hep the dogs (l()Qf dLaing1he summer 

• I . 
hest.. We Utlll h:a'11'8 ~v!nyl an1'alns that we can drop CMD' the fn~nt of each eht:raMe-tli:'» htlp 
~the the dogs V('Mftl during tM Wfhtet mtlitltM. ~of thelccnnels 'Will ltsdudt: a 
~doaifl:home • 
. ' '1.-. 

Our attlmate 3l'llf long range goals. a,. to co.nstruc:t.three se~o kennd buildinp w~in tho 
nm thru years alot1g withe $Cpiii&be sick ward that can bOUS&t 10 dogs ff required. tn addi~ 
we artt also plannlnc to ~a separate boilrding facility tor dogs 'IAlithin the next'ftve \le31'$, 

On the ~we will tol\Wuct a $CQ.IJ"e sepwlt~ play araa fotthe dctis With 6n ~ily 
course a~ with a sm11!t water park lndlidi~ a anall doggie pool. Wi!t went: to pf'OV(de the ctoas 
~ hiSh ®~iitv of life whW thevant wnn us. 

Our goal Js to ~·=~ on the first kerlnel buildrng rn Aat1ust, 2016 and have the 
kennel complate arid .. ,.,actv to house-th!= fi~ t..rentydggs no later than Now:mber l,, 2016, 

if 't\ ~ "· ! 

' OUrMbslon bYo Rescue D~ O~Oteam fsllrat:One DayWeWll.Not NeedTo.1l'aaclgh we 
e&rmcrt ave wery dog we truefy belisrve in ow:. hearts that every da&: deserves a second c:han@e. 

..... 
J ~ 

We May Not Change The Wotld, Bl.It For &th cog We Save We Have Changed The World fOr 
That Dog For &er. 

Please QJf1tribum what vou caii no amount.Js·rao small. Help us to help saw thse _deserving 



October 14. 2016 

Mr. Richard Williamson 
3233 White Oak Road 
Lorida.. FL 33857 

-- Dear Mr. Williamson: 

It has come to our attention that Claudia Beaver, who is your neighbor immediately across 
the street, bas established "Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc. 11 and is planning to construct dog 
kennels to house rescued dogs on her property. This is tremendously troubling to us being 

~ ~ ~ ffl.tlto p~ ~f w~~i"~.~~ you~ rm-c• your~~- !h,e ~t fhat your 
property'was 1tt a quiet residential De1gli00rhood on'a cbannelon lsmpoka L&ke was otte of 
the main factors that drew us to your property. While we love animals and applaud the 
efforts of animal rescue faciliti~ we do not supj>ort their placement in residential 
neighborhoods. Therefore, we need to re-evaluate our offer to purchase your property based 
upon the prospect of having barking dogs directly across the street. 

_;.:.._.. . . 

We have done some research as to the requirements. to establish such a facility in a residential ·"""""' 
neiShborhood. It appears that a variance is required prior to the establishment of a facility 
such as the one that Ms. Beaver is establishing. I find no record that she bas obtained such a 
variance; however, she has advertised her enterprise on Facebook and established a Go Fund 
Me page to assist her financially with this endeavor. Recently these pages were taken down 
from their respective sites, which we are assuming due to the lack of the v.Oance (see 
a•hments). While she states that she has five acres ofland upon which to construct this 
facility, the placement is in a peacefully quiet neighborhood with open space to allow for the 
noise of barlcing dogs to carry and be aggravating not only for your property, but the 
neighbors around you. 

If there is anything that we can do to assist in preventing~ type of facility being built in 
the middle of the beautifully peaceful residential neighborhood, please let us know. We are 
sure that other property owners in your area, if they are aware, are just as concerned as we 
are reganling the prospect of the barking dog facility being approved to establish in your 
beautiful neighborhood. These types of facilities are usually found in locations• as 
business-or industrial sites to prevent the aggravation to people at their homes where they 
expect to relax and enjoy the outdoors. With the granting ~av~ to allo~tJ~ facility 
to be built in your neighbothood would be.a great disadvafffage tfij#operty .o~ 

f : . . -

..... 



.... . -

Mr. Richard Williamson 
October "I 4, 2016 
Page2 .. 

Should there be a hearing on this petition, and providing that we can fit 1t into our schedules. 
we would be·happy to speak on behalf of the. denial ~fa variance that would devalue 
properties and subject individuals to continuously barking dogs. We will advise of our intent 
·to·purcbase your property upon outcome of the variance request. 

Attachments 
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Barking OUt Loud Claudia Beaver 

Date: oetober 11, 2016 

To: All county COlllDisioners 

From: Chris and Jim James 
3321 White oak Road, Lorida 33857 

Re: Disapproval for DOQ Kennel 

Anyone living on or near water (canal, river, or lake) will tell you sound and noise 
will carry! AS commissioners, when smaeone aeJ!lies for a variance or zoning change 
one of the first and important issues to cons1der is the highest and best use of 
the land and property. our fairly small neighborhood of lakefront and canal homes. 
represents homeowners who have a large invest:ment in their properties. we pay 
higher taxes and insurance. we should be allowed a quiet and peaceful existence. 

one new neighbor1 with well meaning intentions, should not be allowed to shatter 
the quiet tranqu1lity of the area. Property values will be effected. we have been 
residents for over 25 years, as have others who also feel this is unjust. No one 
wants ;to stand On their doCK to fish or have a CUJ? of coffee and listen to dogs 
barking. excessively. The main draw for the area 1s the peaceful quiet lifestyle. 
A dog kennel is not condusive to this neighborhood. The kennel would add excessive 
noise, upset home<Mners, and detract from the enjoyment of the quiet lifestyle. 

A dog kennel does not blend with the residential area. It is not the highest and 
best use of said property. we already have a great shelter/kennel by the airport, 
a much better connercial location. Many people who love doas will sa¥ what a 
wonderful gesture to save dQgs and we agree, however, they ao not res1de in this 
area and their peace and quiet will not be interrupted. 

we have a home for sale on white oak Road and the realtors have commented that we 
have lost potential buyers as a result of the barking. How would you feel? 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration. 

~~JIA~8,µyu,o) 
,/_,r'·~.·~-\ .. (~3) tp55.,S31!>-

t"' \ .. 

l '-· 
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Pam and Lonny Tucker 
Oct .10, 2016 
275 Doe Run 
Lorida Fla.33857 

REFERENCE WITH : 
Barking out Loud Dog Rescue,Inc. 
3224 white oak Rd. 
Lorida Fla.33857 

To whom It May concern. 

Barking out loud 
Monday 

This letter is to inform all parties involved with the Barking out Loud (BOL) that 
we are highly opposed to having this dog kennel in this residential neighborhood.we 
live in this beautiful and quite neighborhood to be away from disruptive 
activities.Every time someone drives by or walks down the road past this non 
permitted kennel the dogs start barking. DAY AND NIGHT.Everyone in this area knows 

; that we have a handicap down syndrome child in our home.Her name is Nicole.Nicoles 
bedroom is on the end of the house that faces the kennel.The dogs keep her up all 
night with the barking which makes her agitated the next day.Not to mention the 
smell of dog feces and urin when the wind blows our direction.Furthermore their have 
been several times the dogs have not been properly contained and they were running 
loose in neighboring lawns.we are all for saving the lives of innocent dogs but this 
should not be aloud in a residential neighborhood. This will also bring down the 
value of our properties if we should want to sell at some point. 

Pam and Lonny Tucker 

Pam Tucker 863-381-5198 
Lonny Tucker 863-381-4126 
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Kathy Godwin <kalhyagodwin@grnal.com> 
To: Kathy Godwin <kathyagodwln@gmall.com> 

Barte Out Loud Rescue. lnc. 
3224 White Oak Road 
Lorida. Rorida·33857 

To Whom It May Cancem: 

Thu, Sep 8, 2016 at 9:39 AM 

This is to inform all lrdvkblls lnvdved in the above alterprise that Larry and Kathy Godwin, residing at 3329 White Oak 
RoEtd are vehemently opposed to having this dog kennel in our residential neighbor. 

lany 18 a 100% d&abled Vtetnmn Veteran due to PTSD •. He needs the peace and quite of our beautiful neighborhood to 
have 8IJ'f amour:rt of quality of life. The dogs at your kennel incessanUy bark ALL day. He can no longer be in the yard 
or at our dock for any length of time without listing to the constant bartclng of your dogs. Ha can no longer ride the golf 
cart to get the mail as the dogs become agitated when they see anyone waDdng by or riding anything. 

I have been a nml estate broker for 20 years and know the reasons hameownars may not be able to sell their homes. 
a.tdng dogs In the neighborhood Is at the top of the llsL I find It hard to belleve that Hghlands County would gmnt this 
kind of a ~It for an ongoing business In the mldcle ma residential neighborhood. Our~ was beautifuly 
quite and peaceful before this kennel moved in. 

. If this Is allowed. in its prasent location as a 1881 estate broker I believe 1t·w111 result in lowering the value of our properties .J 
as wall as keep potenttal buyers away for those who need to sell. 

This commercial will be 2' detriment to our neighborhood as wall as Impact our quality of life. 

Kldlay A. Godwin. 8u)'rs Spedallst 
RE/MAX Realty Plus "Teem Boring• 
809 US 27 South, Sebring, A 33870 
Diract: 863-634-n2a 
Office: 863--385-00n 
Fax:863-385-5897 
E-mail: KathyAGodwin@gmail.com 



County Commissioners 
Highlands County 

Dear County Commissioners: 

October 26, 2016 

I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the variance request submitted by Ms. 
Claudia Beaver for the construction of a rescue facility for dogs established as "Barking 
Out Loud Rescue, Inc." at 3224 White Oak Road, Lorida Florida 33857. A facility of 
this type does not belong in a quiet residential neighborhood. It would be better suited 
for placement in a business or industrial park type location, where the constant barking of 
dogs will not disrupt the daily lives of residents who purchased our homes with the 
expectation of quiet peacefulness days and nights. · 

Currently there are a good number of dogs, that I suspect are rescue animals, in 
Ms. Beaver's home that bark continually when she is away. I have had to call the 
aµthorities & numb~r of times Pl:!C~Wi~ of~he ~ontinuous Pflfftjn~. Tlw facHlty is qpt ewn 
buHd, y~t ~a the disnmlf on. to th~ qei~hb9rµooq is ~lre~qy bein~ fell Pr m(' Ql14 mY 
nei~hpors. l have .li~O~~n persopijHY ~Hh & nwnPer Pf llwm WP~ '19 ~Ot w'"1f ~ f~cmtr of 
tMs ty~e ln P~ ""'~~rflpqd ~nd f hJtye· enooin·~Hie~ lfl~n'l ro·wme tQ yqiqu e~pr~s$ ttieit 
~o~p~rni· · · . · · : · . · .. · . · · · · 

. ' . . ' . 

. : ; ..... : ... W~tt~ Pttr ~et~hpR"rh~qd ~~fQ~r~ pm~ertflli~l l&, "~*i~ H> Hve~lQp~· im~h Wi h?f$es, 
co\¥~. ~~4 g~~ts, nqpe pflnese *tmm~l!i prov,qe f'lr ~~lllt~µ~~~ ~onP.r•ryg soUll<l~ t(l cfulrµpt 
9,ay to ~~y Hvfµg. T".e Cfl1'S~t p~~1qg of qogs ffi?>' ajso nQW AA hnp~ct pn. JitOm~ ~f 

,1 .I/ , ,,, , ' , , . 1 '' , '• 1 , 

thes~mlhµa)$;" ·, ·· ., .... · ., ..... , .. : Y·" ·, · .. , , •. · ·: · · • · · ..... · .... ., ....... · · ··· ·· ~ '""~·'.' · · .. , 
. ' :· ' 

. ff t~is reqµe~l fO.f ~ y~rfa~~~ j$ ~r~t~, QW prop~11Y v~ltt~~ tO ltii~ n~f~hborhqoq 
will be·~ignfficantly affected: 'This is ofexttem'e concemto me as· tam 'in the· pitfcess bf 
working out an agreement for the sale of my property. I recently received the attached 
letter from the potential buyers expressing their concern over the construction of this 
facility in my neighborhood. This may only be the beginning of what property owners 
such as me will experience in the months and years to come. 

In closing, I would like to thank you for taking time to carefully consider the 
variance request before you before making your decision. 

Richard L. Williamson 
3233 White Oak Road 
Lorida, Florida 33857 



" 

L /-i. ·zcuJ , .0) O.ef' ./... 

. ...... 

:.A~ A C:.i) . .J(lf2.~.Je_J. ~L17 h h.~ . .,_ 7':::.J lo.<..;d-4 /-/ 
, (2,. .3~.S- lJh .']e 0.A-/t_ t.d. . . l /t1 \J 1£/Lf e_o,0c_R~J e_d 

4:uu~,,cd J A bo0 I- ~<>rte ~.J't f:>c.JJ..J-,,J5 ,';::, A . 

_ Do7 ~e.S.c:.c.Je_ /:AG,/~ h, ,~ o.J~ 7..J,rle_ A.J:e._'7 h bu"-. 

. h 0 2Jd , jl,11 /r'J.J,S b4,J d A ,,J d L M~J LJ /-o ./-h 1 ! 

jJ ,Le.A O .J e ,L. I ;;' Lf .e A- JL..{ ~ ~ _J ...J s I- h ,e.. _ -1-A -e_ 

. ?e.~ _4,.Jd 70.·l-e_ W~ U-JA1ilk__d .)v /,J.ll... /,0 

. . A ,\J Are4 ./-l1A-? w~-' ~ p.J..Ae.. e.. .Lu I ·\;'\} '= /::/./"'"'c_ 

r . ' . • -.."'\ 

. V e IL/ .Mu c../"l .AS A , J !'. f A ~ 1. o ,..J e p.;> ./ I o.J 7 ' iU 

. ,A Do 7 ~ e ~cu e_ • {fa~, I· l::J . Lv ~ I ~·J -t. 1:J.e...tL h u .J- . 
b e. ' llh<t-,.<_ 

.. ~ l:'..Au-'-e.. u +·k e '--' e rt_'--/ d_4...<-f b4JL/c.. j 0 l DJ.- u4 e ,-~ 

.. d 07 ~- \,Al~ k:r k. L/ o 0 h.J ? l..12~ t:.·oioJ 5·i(ff tZ.1€. N b ~ 

. A I louJ, ·.-J ) -1-A;-' -1-o l~A-pf'-<-AJ . \AJ h-: Aj vV e A ('-'L 

. .:£ 1 ·-1-:-1-, .0 5 0-..) .J_ s. .· L 0 ,.,::) . 0 0 .<._ CD c.. ):_ I '/- v e. 6~ 

. A ~ ,..j 0 '-/ I . ..J 5 ;..J I)./- be I ·'1 7 4 b }-c_ ./-u e ,..) .J () ·-::1 

.. ~Iv:_ p.e,A-u_ Ai...Jd i lo), k 0 L o l.):'L .-f-,~-<-

.. J.-0 9 R- J-A e ,.,_ . M '"1 A J t:. hA ,.j cl l-LJ 0 I"(, k:. ID "'1 7 A u.J .u 

. ~c \/J e.. e ,jJ. ;).1 u 0.<.. /, ,.;,,-<- . ..J-o 7 e. . ./-t-. ~~ 5·1".1-.//.~ 5 

.. o.:~/'"d oe_k. u J t~,·de., . T C..A ,u u.; I 'i , ,,.., 41 .'.v <.. 

. . h :::> ~ j\A. ._) c....t, u. .. L~ .<-V- I • ./..- ,M ..J .5;. .;... b ·tC.. 4 ~ 0 ..._) .-e_ 

.. µ e. I> h bu<. I J,), ,..J 7 ,.~ .. J s· h. ./- N.ll_K) d~<~.~ l-o 
. j A..e_ h.:J....) ~ /A.h)-h J k bA~ /<. ,,j S d ~9 £: 

.. w IZ A,,e. '2. .A-.( J::. I~ s· yo J .-f-v pl~~ ,,.;} v I- 7<- J. /-;,, ;..!:. 

.. h11pp.Q, J ~ OJ/-. 7 J , "J..e_. Ne 1 ~ h 6 .;~.c.. h0::J d. ..J 

.. 

p "h~.j~ # 8l.3- l q7_ 801?-
l [ ''. ~f.c.3 .. J'O/- /u?.3 

t uJ c. t"- ,.J to Ne. ~7 h h f).4- s .' 
::r;~ -1- l u,,J , i tE Jv( e [J / ~~ ,.J .r.n_j 



Company number Nl 6000004969 
Status Active 
FEinum.ber 
Company Type Domes~c Non Profit 
Home State FL 
Last activity date not available 
Date Of Incorporation 5/13/2016 

1 

Principal Address 3224 WIIlTE OAK ROAD, LORIDA,338.?7 
Mailing Address 3224 WlilTE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33857 

BARKING OUT LOUD RESCUE, INC Principals 

Presiderlt ~~aver Claudia Dms 
Address 3224 WlilTE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33857 

Vice President, President Dalmeyer Tammie Ms 
Address WHITE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33857 

Vice President, President Barbara Parker Mrs 
Ad~ss HERON DRIVE NORTII, LORIDA, FL, 33857 

Registered Agent 

Agent Name BEAVER q1t~UDIA DMS (p) 
Agent Address 3224 WIIlf'E OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33~57 

' ' • I I ~ I 

Description 
. I ~ 

-------·~-~-· 

BARKING OUT LOUD RESCUE, INC has been set up 5/13/2016 in state FL. The current 
status.of the business is Active. The BARKING OUT LOUD RESCUE, INC principal adress is 
3224 W1IlTE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, 33857. Meanwhile you can send your letters to 3224 
WIIlTE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33857. The company's registered agent is BEA VER 
CLAUDIA DMS 3224 WHITE OAK ROAD, LORIDA, FL, 33857. The company's 
management are President - Beaver Claudia Dms, Vice President, President - Dalmeyer Tammie 
Ms, Vice President, President - Barbara Parker Mrs. 
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': Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc Please honor pledges via-payPal 8fcou#t 
bplrescue3221@gmail.com or checks may be sent to Barking Ou' LoU,d Rescue, 3224 White Oak 
Road, Lorida FL 33857 Thank You! ' 

I ,· 

' ' 

Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc is a Florida Non Profi~'. d~g rescue located in Lorida, Fl~rida. We 
are located on just over five acres in a quite counti ~~~ing. 

Our mission is to.re~cue the neglected, abused, and, ~~andoned dogs within the state of 
· Florida. To prpvide t.he dogs with medical care, trainil')g, a safe, loving and 

interactive environment while we help to locate a F9rrver Home for each of the dogs. 
Ii ' 

We are curr¢ntly raising money to construct our initi~j dog kennels and' building that will house 
It ; • ••• ' I '(' .1~ I I·. '1. : 

twenty dogs, a sick ward, and storage for food, supplies, a small office and restroom facilities for 
,,. II . 

our doggie caretakers. Our concept is very similar to the posted picture to provide safe housing 
for each dog, along with a private 15 foot run for each dog to exercise at will. Each individual 
kennel will include a fan and a mist system to help keep the dogs cool during the summer 
heat. We will have he~vy vinyl curtains that we can drop over the front of each entrance to help 
keep the the dogs warm during the winter months. Each of the kennels will include a 
private doggie home . 
. ' 
.Our ultimate and long range goals an~.to. con~truct.three separate kennel buildings within the 
next t:~r.~ejyears along with a separa~e sick ward that can house 10 dogs if required. In addition, 
w~ are als~1 pianning to construct a separate boarding facility for dogs within the next five years. 

On. the proP,ertv, we will construct a secure separate play area for the dogs with an agility 
course along with a small water park in~luding a sm,aU doggie pool. We want to provide the dogs 
a high quality of life while they are with us. 

~ ' , I ! ~ 

Our goal is to begin construction on the first kennel building in August, 2016 and have the 
kennel co~plete arid ready to hou.se the first twenty dogs no later than November :L, 2016. 

Our Mission Is To Rescue Dogs, Our Dream Is That One Day We Will Not Need To. Though we 
cannot save every dog we truely believe in our hearts that every dog deserves a second change. 

We May Not Change The World, But For Each Dog We Save We Have Changed The World For 
That Dog For Ever. 

i 

Please contribute what you can, no amount is too small. Help us to help save these deserving 
dogs. 

_':.} ,,. ... -r· I 
· -:,,:~~~n,kyou. , , 1 :• 

· -· 1rBaf..{Ebz Out loud Rescue, Inc .. http://barkingoutloudrescue.org 
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Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc - Timeline I Facebook 

Cindy Sneddon Ohman, [ 
Larcher de Brim and 8 oth 

1 snar~ 

Like Message 

II Felicia Mariani Claudia Alder Beaver 
I've done approaches for Tavis alll!_arry. 

rm not as far behind as i thought WS' 

. 

Yesterday at 3:06pm 

g Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc 
. September 9 at4:43am · Lorida. FL · 

Share 

Who out there in FB Land purchases items through Amazon? 

More 

Did you know you can purchase the same items at the same price through 
Amazon SMILE? The only difference is Amazon will donate a % of each 
purchase to the Non Profit of your choice! Please purchase through 
Amazon SMILE and choose Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc as your Non 
Profit choice. 

Uke Comment 

Cathie Bannister, Marcia Bass Powers, Lisa Michelle and 4 others 
like this. 

Chronological 

· ~,;i:·. · Nina Tow Yes a lot of people do it because a percentage can come back to 
~~:'.:. your charity 

September 9 at 7:50am 

m Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc 

~.~ Septemb(lr II ;;it ti:4Jl~m · lmlianlown, FL · 

"On hold with Barking Out Lo11d RescutJ, Inc Please honor pledges via 
P"yPal account bolrescve3224@grnail.com or ch11ck!i maY be sent to 
Barkiryg JM 1-01.1d ~esc11e. 3224 VVfllte Oalt Roa<l. Loriqis FL 33857 Than~ 
you!"" 

~--.-'''--~-.;~,~~:;-,.::',:,:~ ~ptern1>er 8tfl, 2016@3:30pm ... See More 
·<'!~}' , ,._.. : ! I ' 

See more of Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc by logging into Facebook 

Message this Page, learn about upcoming events and more. If you don't have a Facebook 
account, you can create one to see more of this Page. 

Sign Up 

.-. ..,. 
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Denise K. Beauparlant 
3006 Oak Hill Drive Avon Park, FL 33825 

dkbcats(il)comcast.net 

September 22, 2016 

Commissioner James Brooks, District 1 
Highlands County Commission 
600 S. Commerce Avenue 
Sebring, FL 33870 

Dear Commissioner Brooks: 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Claudia Beaver for a bit over a year. Initially I met her when 
she was volunteering for the Humane Society taking photos of many of the long term residents 
in an attempt to get them adopted. As a result of her magnificent photographic eye, many of 
those dogs were successfully adopted. 

Through that work Claudia became aware of the desperate situation at the County Animal 
Control, that of dozens of dogs appearing on the euthanasia list monthly. Since Highlands 
County is one of the only counties in Florida without a free or affordable spay neuter program, 
unwanted and neglected dogs flood your county facility. She became inspired to make a 
difference for as many of these wonderful creatures as she could. She was quickly able to 
obtain a 501(c)3 status for Barking Out Loud Rescue, and because she resides in an agricultural 
zoned area we all began to offer to help her in the planning for the construction of the kennels. 

However, the cry of numerous dogs, with nowhere else to go, fell upon her heart and she 
decided she could bring several of them into her home. Many of us in rescue, who reside in 
residential areas, have numerous dogs in our homes. Some our personal pets, some who are 
with us temporarily in their journey to a forever home. Claudia has been able to not only find 
responsible fosters for the dogs she has rescued but has been able to place many dogs in 
permanent loving homes, dogs that otherwise would have ended up in a garbage bag in the 
landfill. Claudia has made an incredible difference in this county in the few short months she 
has been dedicated to this cause. 

I have been to her home on numerous occasions. The dogs are well cared for and obviously 
very content in a loving home situation. It has been proven that dogs thrive in foster care 
versus being in a kennel setting. Since I have helped Claudia with adoption events, and 
transportation I have been at her home at various times of the day, some of those times 
Claudia has not been home. Of course the dogs bark when they hear a strange vehicle come 
into the yard, much like most of our personal dogs do, but I will tell you that in a very few short 
minutes they settle right down. I personally live in a gated community in the county and I have 



several neighbors with barking dogs that continue to bark on and off all day. That is definitely 
not the case at Claudia's home. 

Claudia is applying for a variance for a Kennel on her property. I implore you to grant this 
variance as her efforts are having a positive impact on Highlands County. There are many of us 
involved in rescue, but it takes a special person like Claudia to actually find these dogs loving 
homes. If you speak with anyone involved in rescue throughout Central and Southern Florida 
they will attest to the amazing work that Claudia is doing. Please help us help the dogs of 
Highlands County. 

~._"ot1., h WllUam A. Jam res m 
.si~~ '• 'I" I 

• \). .. State of Florida 
\ JJ MY COMM/SS/ON I FF 12378 

0
' • Expires: April 25, 2017 



Barbara Parker 
1545 Heron Drive North 

Lorida, FL 33857 
863-655-1990 

Email: barbparker1545@gmail.com 

Commissioner James Brooks 
600 South Commerce Avenue 
Sebring, FL 33870 

•'-
~·-~ '1 \-\, .. '\ 

\ ,, . 

23 September 2016 

Re: Barking Out Loud Rescue - Claudia Beaver 

Dear Commissioner Brooks: 

This letter is in regards to a variance being requested by the above referenced 
applicant. Through Claudia's involvement with the Humane Society of Highlands 
County she realized the overwhelming number of animals being euthanized in 
this County each month and the critical need for finding these animals loving 
responsible permanent homes. 

These dogs find themselves on Animal Control's euthanasia list each week 
through no fault of their own. They have been neglected, unwanted, abandoned 
by irresponsible owners, surrendered due to owner's health, owner's relocating, 
etc, etc, etc, the list of reasons goes on. Consequently, they become the 
responsibility of the County and Animal Control becomes flooded with these 
dogs who are homeless and, if not adopted, will end up in the landfill. 

Claudia obtained 501 c3 status on 5/13/16 for Barking Out Loud Rescue and has 
since dedicated her life to rescuing dogs and finding homes for these neglected 
thrown away animals. 95o/o of the dogs she rescues are pulled from Highlands 
County Animal Control euthanasia list. Since May 2016 she has rescued 87 
dogs. Of these 46 have been adopted into forever homes; 14 have been placed 
with fosters, and 2 are being boarded. A few of these dogs have been adopted 
into homes out of state. 

All the animals Claudia rescues are immediately seen by a vet, obtain up to date 
\...,, vaccinations, are heartworm tested/treated if necessary, and if needed are 

spay/neutered. Since Highlands County, unlike some Florida counties, does not 



have a free or affordable spay/neuter program all dogs fostered by Claudia are 
spay/neutered which guarantees they will no longer contribute to more unwanted 
animals. She has dedicated volunteers who assist her with fostering, donations, J 
transporting and attending adoption events. 

Claudia is applying for a Variance to have a kennel on her property (that is zoned 
agricultural) in order to house the animals she fosters during the time it takes to 
find loving permanent homes for these animals. It has been proven that dogs 
thrive in foster care versus an animal control environment and become more 
easily adoptable. 

Claudia's compassion and dedication to these animals is absolutely incredible 
and is having a very positive impact on Highlands County's homeless animals. 

Local government cannot shoulder all the burden created by the number of 
unwanted animals and need organizations like Barking Out Loud Rescue to 
support their efforts. I implore you to grant Claudia this Variance in order for her 
to continue her efforts to find loving permanent homes for these unwanted 
animals. 

Sincerely, 

~~O~ 
Barbara Parker 

STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF HIGHLANDS 

dl,..;ldayof The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 

~{;L;-.,~ , 2016, by Barbara Parker, who is personally known to 

me or has produced F-L :DU c_ as identification. 

)JA,l~ QQQ Tu~) 
Notary Public l / 
My Commission Expires: 0 I ;;l0C>.Q s1o 

Mlche"e McMahon 
...,. Notary Public 
Ji State of Florida 

''"~ \~ My Commission Expires 1/23/2020 
Commission No. FF 9330SO 



RE: Barking Out Loud Rescue Inc 3224 White Oak Road Lorida, FL. 33876 

Dear Commissioner Brooks 

I have observed Claudia Alder Beaver of Barking Out Inc. build her rescue to be a amazing place. 

She is saving so many lives in Highlands County. She is making such a positive impact on the 

community. Each week the public watches the unwanted dogs that owners have dumped reach 

the euthanasia list at Animal Control. And each week so many are saved, transported, fostered 

and adopted through Barks Out Loud Rescue. Thanks to Claudia! 

Claudia worked so hard to get her SOlc status. Many in the community offed to help in the 

planning for the construction of the kennels. Her comminity supports her! 

Claudia is applying for a variance for a kennel on her property. I ask you to please grant her 

request. Her efforts are having such a positive impact on Highlands County and Animal Control. 

Also on the hearts of all of us that care about the animals. Her efforts have reached across the 

country with transports. Families are adding new family members. If you speak with anyone in 

rescue they will know the great works Claudia is doing. 

Claudia has a big piece of property in Lorida, FL. with plenty of privacy. It is well maintained. It 

seems there should be someway to work something out and allow this wonderful rescue to 

continue where they are. 

I spent 20 years in Charity work in Palm Beach County yet I am amazed at how quickly Claudia's 

charity has risen to great heights. I can just imagine what the future will bring if she gets all the 

support she needs. I know a lot of people will notice and be very pleased that she is able to 

continue this work for the community. 

Thank you for your help and attention in this matter! 

Sincerely. 

. .., fJv 
State of f ( 0-t 1 dIA County of . cW It 
Subscri~d ::rcfo;e me~ m 
~ lQQ p )\!\)QA A-.<>._ 

(Notary Signature) 

Ulchelle McMahon 

~
"~''• Notary Public ~ .. 

f ~\ State of Aorida 
\ ~~~E My Commission Expires 1 /23/2020 

i1Y111,\~ Commission No. FF 933050 



Pictures are worth a thousand words. These are just a few of so many! 

Building families! Another great adoption from Barking Out Loud Rescue. From death 
row to a loving family ... Ox is a lucky dog! 

Barking Out Loud Rescue proudly announces Congratulations OX on finding your perfect 
Forever Home, you are sure to be spoiled as the only fur baby!Thank you to his great 
Foster for helping in finding the perfect family for Ox! Happy Life Sweet Boy! 

So may of these each week from Highlands County Animal Control! 

Sebring. Fl Urgents - Please Save Us September 8 at 8:00pm · \1" 

**On hold with Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc Please honor pledges via PayPal account 
bolrescue3224@gmail.com or checks may be sent to Barking Out Loud Rescue, 3224 
White Oak Road, Lorida FL 33857 Thank you!**Deadline: Thursday, September 15th, 
2016 @3:30 pm 

1 



Valerie L. Picker 
13237 SW 2°d. Court 

Ocala, FL 34473 

October 7, 2016 

Dear Commissioner Brooks, 

I have worked with Claudia Alder Beaver with placements of a few of the 47 Dogs she has found 
Forever Homes for, and in working with her become so very privileged to know her. I have worked 
with quite a few Animal Rescues and by far Barking Out Loud Rescue is one of the most highly 
regarded rescues I know. I have watched how many Dogs Claudia has pulled sometimes just minutes 
before their death from Highlands County Animal Control. With Highlands County not having a 
Affordable or Free Spay and Neuter Program so many Dogs end up Neglected and Abandoned 
Unloved and Uncared for on the streets each day. Claudia's Barking Out Loud Rescue has provided a 
needed service and generated income along with lowering their costs for Highlands County Animal 
Control Center. 

Claudia Alder Beaver applied for and received her 501c3 Status for her Barking Out Loud Rescue on 
May 24, 2016, so each and every one of her supporters would know her work with these dogs was 
exceptional and that all of her supporters could assist her with extreme confidence. Since that time, 
Claudia has rescued an amazing 87 dogs and has adopted out 47 to their forever homes. 

Claudia lives in an agricultural zoned area, and has wanted to start planning the construction of 
kennels to further extend her work and give these dogs a Second Chance at having the Happy Loving 
family all dogs deserve. This planning has the support of many local supporters who understand 
the value and importance of her devoted work. 

While this project is being achieved Claudia has brought many homeless, abandoned unloved 
Dogs into her heart and into a loving home environment until Forever Homes or Long Term Fosters 
with other families could be found. Almost all of us involved in Rescue live in residential areas and 
have numerous dogs in our homes. Each and every one of Claudia's dogs that are rescued are fully 
vetted and extremely well taken care of and most of all loved and given a second chance at life. 
They are given a safe environment to decompress after spending time alone and afraid and 
confused in a shelter environment. Claudia has given all of herself to Saving these Dogs and has 
made such a incredible difference in Highlands County Animal Control Center. Claudia is dedicated 
to saving these dogs lives instead of seeing them being euthanized and thrown like trash into the 
dump. Claudia's work also provides a significant amount of money to HCAC in the fees that she pays 
for the animals she rescues. 

Right now Claudia is asking for a variance to build a kennel on her property to allow her to save 
countless more lives from being destroyed . I am asking in behalf of myself and all of the other 
animal lovers and rescues and most of all I am speaking for all the dogs that have been rescued by 
Claudia to please grant her this variance. Claudia and Barking Out Loud are having a positive impact 
on the community and HCAC. I pray you grant this variance to Claudia and Barking Out Loud 
Rescue, Claudia has dedicated her life to making a difference in these animals lives. It would be hard 
to find someone that works tirelessly and has the patience, compassion but most of all Love to 
saving these dogs. 



Sincerely, 

/ 

/ucf!__Qo! F ~~ 
Valerie L. Fitzgerald-Picker 

Subscribed and sworn before me. this _f __ 
day of &:-:f']: e(i.. lf' 1 c- _ a Notary Public 
in and for M4.fl..l.or County, 

s~m c!;Jtt; 
(Signature) 

NOTARY PU_B~C 
My Commission expires 'LU 2e I 2 

Cc: Claudia Alder Beaver, Barking Out Loud Rescue 

... ~{~:;'.~~~~\ CRYSTAL SWANSON 
{/l,:t:) MY COMMISSION #FF028846 

~·'.fo>,C~/ EXPIRES September 1. 2017 ........... , 
(407) 398·0153 Florld1NotaNStrvlc11.com 



1598 Yellow Tail Dr. 
Colorado Spring, CO 80921 

October 6, 2016 

Dear Commissioner James Brooks: 

I have had the pleasure and honour of knowing Claudia Alder Beaver for nearly a year now. Claudia's 
work came to my attention as I watched online the incredible number of lives her rescue, Barking 
Out Loud (BOL) Rescue, has saved from the Sebring Shelter in Highlands County. 

As I understand it, Highlands County is one of the few counties in the Florida region without a free or 
affordable spay I neuter program. Consequently, unwanted and neglected dogs flood the county's 
Animal Control Centre on a regular basis. The efforts of dedicated rescue organisations like BOL, play 
a crucial role in supporting a council system that is already under pressure. 

To ensure that her work was of the highest calibre and that her supporters could assist her efforts 
with confidence, Claudia applied for and received her 501(c)3 status for Barking Out Loud Rescue on 
May 24, 2016. Since that time, Claudia has rescued an amazing 87 dogs and has adopted out 47 to 
their forever homes. 

As Claudia resides in an agricultural zoned area, she took the step to commence planning for the 
construction of appropriate kennels that could allow her to extend her efforts and ensure that more 
unwanted animals could find a second chance at a happy life with caring families. This initiative was 
commenced with the support of many local supporters who could see the value and importance of 
her selfless work. 

In the interim, however, the suffering and sadness of so many homeless dogs with no hope and no 
future, fell upon her heart and she decided she could bring several of them into her home until she 
could organise long-term foster arrangements with other families. Many individuals involved in 
rescue, who reside in residential areas, have numerous dogs in their homes. This is the only 
alternative to save lives until appropriate foster families can be secured. Some are personal pets, 
some are housed there only temporarily in their journey to a forever home. Claudia has been able to 
not only find responsible fosters for the dogs she has rescued, she has been able to place many dogs 
in permanent loving homes, dogs that otherwise would have ended up in a garbage bag in the 
landfill. Claudia has made an incredible difference in Highlands County in the short time that she has 
been dedicated to this crucial cause. 

The dogs taken into BOL Rescue are well cared for and obviously very content in a loving home 
situation. It has been proven that dogs thrive in foster care and these arrangements help them to 
decompress after the trauma and horror of shelter environments, preparing them for life in their 
new forever homes. This safe haven that Claudia is able to provide to these desperate animals helps 
them to adjust and she successfully connects these lost and loving animals with new lives. Her 
efforts remove a tremendous financial burden from the local county administration in reducing the 
numbers of animals that shelters must euthanize and indeed reduces the number of animals that the 
county needs to continue to house in a shelter environment already stretched beyond its limits. As 
well, her work provides a significant revenue stream to HCAC in the fees that she pays for the animals 
she rescues. 



Claudia is now applying for a variance to construct a kennel on her property to allow her to extend 
her efforts and to provide rescue - and indeed life - to more animals who would otherwise be 
destroyed. I implore you to grant this variance as her efforts are having a positive impact on 
Highlands County and I would dare say on the wider community whose lives are richer now for the 
dogs that Claudia has introduced into their homes and their hearts. 

There are many people involved in the rescue world, but few have the reputation, commitment and 
professionalism that Claudia Alder Beaver brings to this effort. It takes a truly special person to 
commit to working in what is such a challenging and heart-wrenching world like rescue. Claudia not 
only accepts this challenge every day, she flourishes in it and successfully finds these dogs loving 
homes, connecting them to a second chance at life and security. 

If you speak with anyone involved in rescue throughout Central and Southern Florida, they will attest 
to the amazing work that Claudia is doing. Please, please allow Claudia to continue her crusade in 

helping the dogs of Highlands County. This world needs more committed, compassionate and 
dedicated people like Claudia Alder Beaver. You have the chance to reward someone who has 

selflessly given her life and her resources to the rescue and rehoming of dozens of animals that 
would have no hope without her. I pray you can see the merit of allowing her to continue in her 

passion and grant this application for her variance in your county. 

Yours sincerely, 

Debbie Turner and Diane Schaefer 

.-~~ . Cik.· ---· 
Cc: Claudia Alder Beaver, Barking Out Loud Rescue 



3853 Dunes Rd 
Palm Beach Garden, Florida 33410 
October 10, 2016 

Dear Commissioner James Brooks, District 1 

I have had the pleasure and honour of knowing Claudia Alder Beaver for nearly a year now. Claudia's 
work came to my attention as I watched online the incredible number of lives her rescue, Barking 
Out Loud (BOL) Rescue, has saved from the Sebring Shelter in Highlands County. 

As I understand it, Highlands County is one of the few counties in the Florida region without a free or 
affordable spay I neuter program. Consequently, unwanted and neglected dogs flood the county's 
Animai Control Centre on a regular basis. The efforts of dedicated rescue organisations like BOL, play 
a crucial role in supporting a council system that is already under pressure. 

To ensure that her work was of the highest calibre and that her supporters could assist her efforts 
with confidence, Claudia applied for and received her 501(c)3 status for Barking Out Loud Rescue on 
May 24, 2016. Since that time, Claudia has rescued an amazing 87 dogs and has adopted out 47 to 
their forever homes. 

As Claudia resides in an agricultural zoned area, she took the step to commence planning for the 
construction of appropriate kennels that could allow her to extend her efforts and ensure that more 
unwanted animals could find a second chance at a happy life with caring families. This initiative was 
commenced with the support of many local supporters who could see the value and importance of 
her selfless work. 

In the interim, however, the suffering and sadness of so many homeless dogs with no hope and no 
future, fell upon her heart and she decided she could bring several of them into her home until she 
could organise long-term foster arrangements with other families. Many individuals involved in 
rescue, who reside in residential areas, have numerous dogs in their homes. This is the only 
alternative to save lives until appropriate foster families can be secured. Some are personal pets, 
some are housed there only temporarily in their journey to a forever home. Claudia has been able to 
not only find responsible fosters for the dogs she has rescued, she has been able to place many dogs 
in permanent loving homes, dogs that otherwise would have ended up in a garbage bag in the 
landfill. Claudia has made an incredible difference in Highlands County in the short time that she has 
been dedicated to this crucial cause. 

The dogs taken into BOL Rescue are well cared for and obviously very content in a loving home 
situation. It has been proven that dogs thrive in foster care and these arrangements help them to 
decompress after the trauma and horror of shelter environments, preparing them for life in their 
new forever homes. This safe haven that Claudia is able to provide to these desperate animals helps 
them to adjust and she successfully connects these lost and loving animals with new lives. Her 
efforts remove a tremendous financial burden from the local county administration in reducing the 

. numbers of animals that shelters must euthanize and indeed reduces the number of animals that the 
county needs to continue to house in a shelter environment already stretched beyond its limits. As 
well, her work provides a significant revenue stream to HCAC in the fees that she pays for the animals 
she rescues. 

Claudia is now applying for a variance to construct a kennel on her property to allow her to extend 
her efforts and to provide rescue - and indeed life - to more animals who would otherwise be 



Claudia is now applying for a variance to construct a kennel on her property to allow her to extend 
her efforts and to provide rescue - and indeed life - to more animals who would otherwise be 
destroyed. I implore you to grant this variance as her efforts are having a positive impact on 
Highlands County and I would dare say on the wider community whose lives are richer now for the 
dogs that Claudia has introduced into their homes and their hearts. 

There are many people involved in the rescue world, but few have the reputation, commitment and 
professionalism that Claudia Alder Beaver brings to this effort. It takes a truly special person to 
commit to working in what is such a challenging and heart-wrenching world like rescue. Claudia not 
only accepts this challenge every day, she flourishes in it and successfully finds these dogs loving 
homes, connecting them to a second chance at life and security. 

If you speak with anyone involved in rescue throughout Central and Southern Florida, they will attest 
to the amazing work that Claudia is doing. Please, please allow Claudia to continue her crusade in 

helping the dogs of Highlands County. This world needs more committed, compassionate and 

dedicated people like Claudia Alder Beaver. You have the chance to reward someone who has 

selflessly given her life and her resources to the rescue and rehoming of dozens of animals that 

would have no hope without her. I pray you can see the merit of allowing her to continue in her 
passion and grant this application for her variance in your county. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cathy Huffman 

Cc: Claudia Alder Beaver, Barking Out Loud Rescue 



125 Bearwoods Avenue 
Lake Placid 
FL. 33852 

October 05, 2016 

Dear Commissioner Brooks 

I have had the pleasure and honour of knowing Claudia Alder Beaver for nearly a year now. 
Claudia's work came to my attention as I watched online the incredible number of lives her rescue, 
Barking Out Loud (SOL) Rescue, has saved from the Sebring Shelter in Highlands County. 

As I understand it, Highlands County is one of the few counties in the Florida region without a free or 
affordable spay I neuter program. Consequently, unwanted and neglected dogs flood the county's 
Animal Control Centre on a regular basis. The efforts of dedicated rescue organisations like SOL, 
play a crucial role in supporting a council system that is already under pressure. 

To ensure that her work was of the highest calibre and that her supporters could assist her efforts 
with confidence, Claudia applied for and received her 501(c)3 status for Barking Out Loud Rescue on 
May 24, 2016. Since that time, Claudia has rescued an amazing 87 dogs and has adopted out 47 to 
their forever homes. 

As Claudia resides in an agricultural zoned area, she took the step to commence planning for the 
construction of appropriate kennels that could allow her to extend her efforts and ensure that more 
unwanted animals could find a second chance at a happy life with caring families. This initiative was 
commenced with the support of many local supporters who could see the value and importance of 
her selfless work. 

In the interim, however, the suffering and sadness of so many homeless dogs with no hope and no 
future, fell upon her heart and she decided she could bring several of them into her home until she 
could organise long-term foster arrangements with other families. Many individuals involved in 
rescue, who reside in residential areas, have numerous dogs in their homes. This is the only 
alternative to save lives until appropriate foster families can be secured. Some are personal pets, 
some are housed there only temporarily in their journey to a forever home. Claudia has been able 
to not only find responsible fosters for the dogs she has rescued, she has been able to place many 
dogs in permanent loving homes, dogs that otherwise would have ended up in a garbage bag in the 
landfill. Claudia has made an incredible difference in Highlands County in the short time that she has 
been dedicated to this crucial cause. 

The dogs taken into BOL Rescue are well cared for and obviously very content in a loving home 
situation. It has been proven that dogs thrive in foster care and these arrangements help them to 
decompress after the trauma and horror of shelter environments, preparing them for life in their 
new forever homes. This safe haven that Claudia is able to provide to these desperate animais helps 
them to adjust and she successfully connects these lost and loving animals with new lives. Her 
efforts remove a tremendous financial burden from the local county administration in reducing the 
numbers of animals that shelters must euthanize and indeed reduces the number of animals that 
the county needs to continue to house in a shelter environment already stretched beyond its limits. 
As well, her work provides a significant revenue stream to HCAC in the fees that she pays for the 
animals she rescues. 



Claudia is now applying for a variance to construct a kennel on her property to allow her to extend 
her efforts and to provide rescue - and indeed life - to more animals who would otherwise be 
destroyed. I implore you to grant this variance as her efforts are having a positive impact on 
Highlands County and I would dare say on the wider community whose lives are richer now for the 
dogs that Claudia has introduced into their homes and their hearts. 

There are many people involved in the rescue world, but few have the reputation, commitment and 
professionalism that Claudia Alder Beaver brings to this effort. It takes a truly special person to 
commit to working in what is such a challenging and heart-wrenching world like rescue. Claudia not 
only accepts this challenge every day, she flourishes in it and successfully finds these dogs loving 
homes, connecting them to a second chance at life and security. 

If you speak with anyone involved in rescue throughout Central and Southern Florida, they will attest 

to the amazing work that Claudia is doing. Please, please allow Claudia to continue her crusade in 
helping the dogs of Highlands County. This world needs more committed, compassionate and 

dedicated people like Claudia Alder Beaver. You have the chance to reward someone who has 

selflessly given her life and her resources to the rescue and rehoming of dozens of animals that 

would have no hope without her. I pray you can see the merit of allowing her to continue in her 
passion and grant this application for her variance in your county. 

Yours sincerely, 

Diane Cole 

Cc: Claudia Alder Beaver, Barking Out Loud Rescue 
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HIGHLANDS COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Type: Special Exception BOA Hearing Date: 12/13/2016 

Case Number: BOA 1801 Case Name: Claudia Beaver  

Applicant: Claudia Beaver Property Owner(s): Claudia Beaver 

BOA Agenda Item: 7A  Case Staff Member: Rebecca Cable 
 
Request: The Applicant is requesting a Special Exception to allow a dog kennel for a 

period not to exceed five years, with a maximum of 15 dogs at any one time.  
 
General Location: An approximate 5.11-acre parcel located approximately 2.9 miles south of 

U.S. 98 and 0.27 miles east of Cowhouse Road at the intersection of Wright 
Lane and White Oak Road. 

 
Parcel ID #:   C-33-35-31-A00-0041-0000 
 
Legal Description:   A portion of Government Lots 5 and 6 lying entirely in Section 33, Township 

35 South, Range 31 East, Highlands County, Florida, and being more 
particularly described as follows:  Commence at the Government Angle Point 
15 on the 1914 Government Meander line of Lake Istokpoga; thence run 
North 30◦20’33” West and along said Meander line a distance of 262.91 feet 
to Angle Point 14; thence North 89◦51’58” West and still along said line a 
distance of 182.96 feet for the Point of Beginning; thence continue North 
89◦51’58” West and still along said line a distance of 154.19 feet to Angle 
Point 13; thence South 47◦38’33” West and still along said Meander line a 
distance of 152.92 feet to Angle Point 12; thence North 80◦45’57” West and 
still along said line a distance of 264.29 feet; thence North 4◦27’54” East, a 
distance of 419.06 feet; thence North 90◦00’00” East a distance of 560.68 feet; 
thence South 00◦00’00” East a distance of 357.33 feet to the Point of 
Beginning. 

Subject to the East 25 feet thereof for Road Easement per O.R. Book 1417, 
Page 1873. 

Subject to a 50 foot Road Easement being more particularly described as 
follows:  A portion of Government Lot 5 lying entirely in Section 33, 
Township 35 South, Range 31 East, Highlands County, Florida and being 
more particularly described as follows: Commence at Government Angle 
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Point 15 on the 1914 Government Meander line, thence run North 30◦20’33” 
West along said Meander line a distance of 262.91 feet to Angle Point 14; 
thence North 89◦51’58” West and still along said Meander line a distance of 
182.96 feet for Point of Beginning; thence continue North 89◦51’58’ West and 
still along said line a distance of 154.19 feet to Angle Point 13; thence South 
47◦38’33” West and still along said Meander line a distance of 152.92 feet to 
Angle Point 12; thence North 80◦45’57” West and still along said Meander 
line a distance of 63.81 feet; thence North 47◦38’33” East a distance of 212.00 
feet; thence South 89◦51’58” East a distance of 77.10 feet; thence South 
00◦00’00” East a distance of 50.00 feet to Point of Beginning. 

Parcel Size: 5.11 acres +/- 
 
Zoning:   Agriculture (AU) 
 
Future Land Use: Agriculture (AG) 

 
Development Services Summary and Analysis:   

 The Applicant is proposing to operate a dog rescue/kennel, housing not more than 15 dogs at any 
one time.  The Applicant has stated that the kennel will be in operation for not more than five (5) 
years.  In May, 2016, the Applicant received a designation as a 501(c)(3) charity, doing business 
as “Barking Out Loud Rescue, Inc.”  
 

 The Applicant proposes to keep five (5) dogs outside on the front porch and under the carport of 
the residence. The remaining ten (10) animals will be housed inside the residence.  All of the 
animals will be housed in portable kennels, no permanent structures for the dogs will be 
constructed. 
 

 The Applicant proposes to erect a six (6) foot privacy fence in the back yard and to provide anti-
bark boxes in the front and back of the property, as well as providing noise barrier curtains on the 
kennels stored on the front porch/carport of the residence.  The dogs are leash walked or allowed 
outside in the secured back yard.   
 

 The dogs are taken off-site for adoption events to meet potential owners; no additional traffic is 
generated by the rescue. 
 

 There is an open Code Enforcement Case #CE16080051, a complaint regarding a dog kennel being 
run without permission and noise and odors from the housing of the rescue dogs (Case File notes 
attached as Exhibit 5).  The Staff has suggested some conditions of approval that may help with 
this issue, however the granting of the Special Exception is the minimum action required to resolve 
the active Code Enforcement case. 
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 There are eight (8) letters in favor of granting the request, however none of these letters were 
written by actual residents of the neighborhood.  There are 11 letters in opposition of granting the 
request, written by residents of the neighborhood.  The main complaints of those in opposition are 
noise and odor. 
 

 The applicant is looking for a different property to use as a permanent facility to house the dog 
rescue. 

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning Designations:  

 

Compatibility with Surrounding Land Uses: 

Dog Kennels are a use permitted by Section 1.2.D.1.e, “Additional Uses which may be granted upon 
approval of an application Subject to Specific Criteria set forth in the Land Development Regulations,” in 
the Future Land Use Element of the Highlands County 2030 Comprehensive Plan, “Agriculture” 
designation.  The surrounding properties share the same Future Land Use and would also be allowed a 
similar use, so this use IS COMPATIBLE with the surrounding land uses.   

Development Review Committee Comments: 

Florida Department of Health – Highlands:  We have no objection to this request. The applicant should 
ensure there is no sanitary nuisance created from the operation of the kennel.  Animal solid waste should 
be collected and disposed of with other solid waste. 

 

 

LOCATION LAND USE 
CATEGORY ZONING EXISTING USE 

Subject Property  Agriculture (AG) Agricultural District 
(AU) 

Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

 
Adjacent 
Property 

North AG AU Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

South Existing (E)/AG Residential District 
(R-1)/AU 

Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

East AG AU Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

West AG AU Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

Applicable References: 

 
Planning:  Highlands County 2030 Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Element 1.2.D.1 
Agriculture and 1.2.D.11 Existing Designation Category. 
 

Zoning:  Land Development Regulations, Section 12.05.200 Agricultural District and 
12.05.211 Residential District. 
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Staff Recommendation(s): 

The Staff recommends the following Conditions of Approval: 

 

1. The Special Exception shall be valid for six (6) months, with the possibility of a six (6) month 
extension approved by the Development Services Director.  If at any time a new Code Enforcement 
violation occurs on the property relating to the animal rescue operation, the Special Exception shall 
be terminated and the property shall come into compliance. 

2. The Applicant shall comply with all applicable Highlands County Land Development Regulations; 
3. The applicant shall not house or keep any rescue animals in the front yard, driveway, or carport of 

the residence where noise or odors may be a nuisance to the neighbors; 
4. The kennels to house the animals shall be cleaned and sanitized no less than weekly, and animal 

waste shall be disposed of daily with regular solid waste so as not to create an odor nuisance for the 
neighbors. 

 

General Notes 

Note: All conditions of approval, unless otherwise specified, shall be met prior to the effectiveness and 

validity of the special exception approval. 

Note: All written commitments made in the application and subsequent submissions of information made 

during the application review process, which are on file with the Development Services Department, shall 

be considered to be binding upon the applicant, provided such commitments are not in conflict with the 

Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Regulations or other development regulations in effect at 

the time of the development. 

Attachments:  

Exhibit 1 Location Map 

Exhibit 2 Aerial Photo 

Exhibit 3 Existing Zoning Map 

Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Exhibit 5 Copy of Code Enforcement Case Notes 
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Exhibit 1: 
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Exhibit 2: 
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Exhibit 3: 
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Exhibit 4: 
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HIGHLANDS COUNTY 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Type: Special Exception BOA Hearing Date: 12/13/2016 

Case Number: BOA 1802 Case Name: Daniel & Jessie O’Berry  

Applicant: Daniel & Jessie O’ Berry Property Owner(s): Daniel & Jessie O’ Berry 

BOA Agenda Item: 7B  Case Staff Members: Isis Brown/Melony Culpepper 

 
Request: The Applicants are requesting a Special Exception to allow a 

guesthouse. 
 
General Location: An approximate 5.06-acre parcel located approximately 5.57 miles 

west of U.S. 27 on the north side of W Josephine Road; the address 
being 5618 W Josephine Road, Sebring, FL; and abbreviated legal as 
follows:  An approximate 5.06-acre parcel located in Section 3, 
Township 36 South, Range 28 East, Highlands County, Florida. 

  
Parcel ID #:   C-03-36-28-A00-0031-0000 
 
Legal Description:   The East one-half of the Southwest one-quarter of the Northeast one-

quarter of the Northeast one-quarter, Section 3, Township 36 South, 
Range 28 East, Highlands County, Florida  

AND 

The West one-half of the Southeast one-quarter of the Northeast one-
quarter of the Northeast one-quarter, Section 3, Township 36 South, 
Range 28 East, Highlands County, Florida. 

Parcel Size:   5.06 acres +/-  
 
Zoning:   Agricultural (AU) 
 
Future Land Use: Agriculture (AG) 

 
Development Services Summary and Analysis:   

 The Applicants are requesting a Special Exception to construct a guesthouse on their 
property. 

 



 

Board of Adjustment   Page 2 of 9 
Special Exception #BOA 1802/ I.B. & M.C.  December 13, 2016 

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning Designations:  

 

Compatibility with Surrounding Land Uses: 

The parcel in question is surrounded by other agricultural land uses, many of which have single-
family dwellings.  The general appearance and character of this area is that of a large-lot 
subdivision.  The guesthouse proposed by the Applicants IS COMPATIBLE with the surrounding 
land uses in the area.  A Special Exception for a guesthouse was approved in October in the general 
vicinity, approximately one mile away.  The guesthouse IS CONSISTENT with the general 
character of the area. 

Development Review Committee Comments: 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection: All works conducted in wetlands may require 
authorization from the Department of Environmental Protection or the appropriate Water 
Management District. The Department has no additional comments at this time. 

Florida Department of Health – Highlands:  We have no objection to this request.  The proposed 
guest house will need to be served by an onsite septic system.  Please contact the environmental 
health section at 863-402-6550 for septic permitting requirements. 

Staff Comments: 

If approved, the Staff recommends the following Conditions of Approval: 

 

1. The Applicants shall obtain all permits required by the County, State and Federal agencies; 
2. The Applicants shall comply with all Highlands County Land Development Regulations, 

including setback requirements; and 

LOCATION LAND USE 
CATEGORY ZONING EXISTING USE 

Subject Property  Agriculture (AG) Agricultural District 
(AU) 

Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

 
Adjacent 
Property 

North AG AU Grazing 

South AG AU Grazing 

East AG AU Grazing 

West AG AU Grazing/Single Family 
Residence 

Applicable References: 
 
Planning:  Highlands County 2030 Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use Element, Policy 
1.2.D.1 Agriculture. 
 
Zoning:  Land Development Regulations, Section 12.05.200 Agricultural District. 
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3. The Applicants shall sign an agreement that the guesthouse will not be used for rental 
purposes and will meet the minimum 600 square foot requirement.  The agreement shall be 
signed by the Board of County Commissioners. 

 
General Notes 

Note: All conditions of approval, unless otherwise specified, shall be met prior to the effectiveness 

and validity of the Special Exception approval. 

Note: All written commitments made in the application and subsequent submissions of information 

made during the application review process, which are on file with the Development Services 

Department, shall be considered to be binding upon the Applicant, provided such commitments 

are not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Regulations or other 

development regulations in effect at the time of the development. 

Attachments:  

Exhibit 1 Location Map 

Exhibit 2 Aerial Photo 

Exhibit 3 Existing Zoning Map 

Exhibit 4 Site Photos 
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Exhibit 1: 
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Exhibit 2: 
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Exhibit 3: 
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Exhibit 4: 
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