Dark Sky Etiquette at Headlands International Dark Sky Park

Nestled within Emmet County’s premier 530-acre International Dark Sky
Park, a grassy open space surrounding the Waterfront Event Center is
designated as a dark sky viewing area. During the busy summer months,
thousands of visitors travel to this location to enjoy the wonders of the night
sky. Upon parking a vehicle and entering this area, we ask visitors to be
considerate of others and mindful of dark sky etiquette. Please extend the
following courtesies in the viewing area:

NO WHITE LIGHT PERMITTED

For safety, “white light,” with no filter, is necessary to drive or walk into the
park and in the parking lot, but when entering the viewing area, all lights
without a red filter need to be turned OFF and stowed. Please keep your cell
phone and flashlight off and tuck them away. This action is very important
for protecting your night vision and
that of those around you.

Dark Sky Park Etiquette

Remember: You are in a
PROTECTED DARK SKY AREA!

NO WHITE LIGHT
PERMITTED

This includes all electronic devices and flashlights
(Unless red filters are used)

No laser pointers allowed

White light disturbs your view of the night sky and those around you.
Your eyes will adjust to the dark.

= Please BE QUIET =

You are in a sensitive wilderness environment
= No smoking is allowed
= No camping is allowed
* No ground fires are allowed

The human eye takes 20-30 minutes
to maximize its ability to see in low
light conditions. The night sky will
shine more brightly if you give your
eyes plenty of opportunity to adapt.
Turning off your flashlight and devices
will protect your night vision and
eliminate frustrating distraction for
those around you. Light-up shoes and
glow sticks are a distraction. Please
avoid wearing and using these items,
especially if the light they emit is not
red. Laser pointers are not permitted,
except by the astronomy team.

| Remember, only you can prevent light pollution!

RED LIGHTS WELCOME

While we request that visitors do not use cell phones, white flashlights, or
headlamps in the viewing area, red filtered lights are permitted. You can make
a regular flashlight into a red light by covering it with red cellophane, tape, red
fabric, red construction paper, etc. Most outdoor stores sell red

lights and red headlamps. Be aware that your cell phone also acts like a light.
Put your phone away and enjoy moments without technology. If you must
contact someone, remove yourself from the night sky viewing area. Calls and
texts are best made in your car or inside the event center and gift shop
(during operating months).

ITEMS TO BRING

For an optimal viewing experience, visitors are encouraged to bring the
following items (most are also available for purchase in the gift shop):

* Redlight

* Layered clothing- dress warm for the nighttime cool down

* Bugspray

* Snacks and water (coolers and outside food and drink are welcome).

*  Chairs and blankets

* Spending money for the gift shop (purchases made here help keep
the park free and available for all!) Cash and credit are accepted.

Pets are welcome on a six-foot leash. Please clean up after your pet. Also,
remember that some animals may behave differently in a dark environment
with crowds. It can be a frightening experience for some pets, and they may
behave differently than they do in their normal habitat. Be continuously alert
to their behavior and avoid bringing barking or aggressive dogs into the busy
viewing area. Pets are not permitted inside the county facilities.

PLEASE BE QUIET

For many, stargazing is a relaxation activity. Be respectful of those around you
and keep conversations to a whisper. When leaving the parking lot, lock car
doors without beeping the horn or alarm. Shut doors quietly and avoid loud
conversation.

TELESCOPES

During the summer months, astronomers will bring out telescopes on clear
nights to share with the public. Visitors are also welcome to bring equipment
and set up anywhere outside of traffic areas. While taking a turn viewing at
the public telescopes, avoid touching them, as this can bring the scope out of
focus or change the field of view. If you can't see anything through the
telescope, let the operator know, and they will adjust it for you.




WHAT IS A DARK SKY PARK?

The International Dark Sky Places (IDSP) program by DarkSky
International certifies communities, parks, and protected areas around
the world that preserve and protect dark sites through responsible
lighting policies and public education. Emmet County achieved
designation for the Headlands as such a space in May 2011. DarkSky has
now certified more than 200 Places since 2001. DarkSky is the oldest
organization dedicated to protecting and stewarding natural darkness in
the world.

When the Headlands achieved the International Dark Sky Park
designation, it was the first such park in Michigan, sixth, in the United
States, and only the ninth in the world. While Headlands was the first
park in Michigan to achieve Dark Sky Park designation, there are now
three designated parks and a Dark Sky Sanctuary. We're excited to
report that dark sky preservation and light pollution awareness are
movements that are growing!

How are International Dark Sky Places designated?

DarkSky designates entities following a rigorous application process
requiring applicants to demonstrate robust community support for
dark-sky protection and document designation-specific program
requirements. Dark Sky Parks are required to submit annual reporting
in areas such as sky quality, dark sky advocacy, light pollution
education, dark sky-related programming, and lighting.

Regular reporting after designation ensures that dark sky places
continue their commitment to dark-sky preservation. Besides bringing
attention to sustainable lighting practices and the growing concerns
related to light pollution, DarkSky designation enhances the visibility of
designated locations and fosters tourism and boosts local economic
activity.

WHERE DO THE DARK SKY PROGRAMS TAKE PLACE AT THE
HEADLANDS?

Dark Sky Park programming and star tours with the astronomy team
(seasonal and weather dependent) take place at the Waterfront Event
Center and amphitheater area. Follow the signs through the park.
There is parking near the designated dark sky viewing area at the
shore and the Waterfront Event Center. If you’ve never been to
Headlands, we advise that you arrive during daylight hours to get a
sense of the park and the parking! Please depart your vehicle quickly
and quietly, as the lot is directly adjacent to the dark sky viewing area.

HOW CAN YOU HELP PRESERVE DARK SKIES?

The easiest action you can take is to update the exterior lighting for
your home, property, or business. The DarkSky approved lighting
program offers certification for products that
don’t waste energy by lighting the night sky.
The DarkSky Approved seal tells you a
luminaire or device has passed certification by
DarkSky’s technical lighting team.

UNACCEPTABLE VERY BAD BETTER

+ DarkSky

Shielded lights protect the night.




