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Why did the war start?

June 18, 181-February 17, 1815

A The British opposed territorial expansion

In North America.

A The British support of Native Americans

opposed to Colonial settlement in the Northwest Territori
A The British were not ready to recognize American

rights at sea and attacked American vessels on the
high seas.



A BRIEF HISTORY
OF
GREENBUSH CANTONMENT
WAR OF 1812

A CANTONMENT IS A MILITARY TRAINING COMPLEX

A The GreenbushCantonment was the headquarters for the American
Army Divisionof the North. It quartered over 4, 000 men.

A PURCHASHEN 1812 GENERADEARBORNF THEUS ARMY, ACTINGAS AN
AGENTFORTHEUSGOVERNMENPURCHASELHELANDFROMSTEPHENAN
CR:CE)NE_SI_EIDAC\:EIREDQSISTINGF4OO ACRESVHERE HECANTONMENWOULDBE

A LOCATIONTHESITENASCHOSEBECAUSH WASY: WAYBETWEENEWYORK
CITYANDCANADAANDNEARTHEHUDSOMRIVER
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A BUILDINGSTHEBUILDINGEONSISTEOF 8 BARRACKBORENLISTEBRIEN (2521 0ONG,22Q2 L 5 9

AND 2 STORIESIGH) THESBNEREARRANGE[Z ON A SIDEFACINGTHEPARADESROUNDS3

h CCL /QUARTEREACHIOLONG22QWIDEAND2 STORIESBIGH)ARRANGEBTRIGHTANGLES
FACING HEPARADESROUNDSREDMILLSCHOOBITSVNHERH HEPARADESROUNDSVEREONLY
ONEBUILDINGREMAINS.ONETHATUSEDTOBEANh C C L /QUARTERS OTHENORTHSTOO
LARGEOMMISSARSTOREHOUSESNDTHEBARRACK ! { ¢ SHOOSETOTHEEASTSTOOO HE
BRICKARSENAL ON THETOP OF THEHILL OVERLOOKINGHEWHOLECOMPLEXSTOODTHE
D9 b9 wRUARTERBLONGWITH THEHOSPITAIAND { | wD 9 hQUARTERSAROUNDTHE
GROUNDSTOOLCSEVERAEMALLEBUILDINGSUCHAS THEGUARDHOUSECOOKINGAOUSES,
MEDICINSEHOPANDHORSIETABLEGALLPAINTERVHITE
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Key to
Cantonment e
Buildings =

<y TO CANTONMENT BULDINGS o,

F
O FULAGSTAFF / .
@ GENERAL AND FIELD OFFICERD QUARTERS B i
B OFFILERS QUARTERS - A ¢ -
@ SOLDIERS BARRACKS
® SURGEON & PHYSICIANS QUARTERS
@ STORE. FOR™ DRUGS & MEDIANES
@ HOSPITAL
POWDER MAGAZ | N £ (8i8ha)
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ARSENAL : o ey
@ STOREHOUSE
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® ARMORY
@ CARPENTERDS SHOP
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The War of 1812

i Greenbush
Cantonment
Today

One of the officers
guarters is the only
remainingbuilding of the
Cantonment complex |t
Is now a well-maintained
privateresidence
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SAMUEIWILSONSAMUEIWILSONA MEATPACKERROMTROYDELIVEREEROMTIMETO
TIMEA SHIPMENTOF BEEFTO THECANTONMENAT GREENBUSNYHERETHESOLDIERS
FROMTROYDESIGNATEDT ASda | b/ {19a QMELYINGTHATIT WAS FURNISHEBY
SAMUEIWILSONWHOTHEYANDOTHERPEOPLBFTHETROYAREAWEREACCUSTOMEDD
CALLINGt | b /{[!9a THEOTHERECRUITSHINKINGTHATTHETERMWASAPPLIEOD O
THELETTERS.S STAMPEDPONTHEBARRELSFBEEBY GOVERNMENINSPECTORS:
g_I}IAE\TBEESEFBEGANUSINGTHEAPPELLATIO[S(I ! b /{['9a EIGURATIVELMORTHEUNITED

AFTERHBNAR WHENTHBNAROF1812ENDEDA FEWTROOP&EMAINEIATGREENBUSH
CANTONMENTUNTIL MAY 2, 1831 WHEN THE US GOVERNMENTBOLDTHE LAND TO
HATHORNKECCULLOCHN 1843 THELANDWASDIVIDEONTO2 PARTSONEPARTSOLBY
HATHORNEICCULLOCHOHISSON WILLIAMA. MCCULLOCHYHOBUILTa 1l ' ¢ 1 hwb59Db
WHICH STILLSTANDSTODAY THIS BUILDINGWAS MADE FROM MATERIALF-ROM THE
DEMOLITIONDF THECANTONMENBUILDINGS ANOTHERBUILDINGBUILTIN GREENBUSH
FROM THE DEMOLITIONVIATERIALF THE CANTONMENWAS THE GREENBUSKHAND
SCHODACRCADEMY.OCATEIN WHATIS NOW COLUMBIATURNPIKENEARWHERETHE
Iilg)ll_SYSPlRI'CHURCH-STODAYTHATSCHOOWASBUILTIN 1831 ANDDESTROYHEYFIRAN



THE EXECUTION
OF
PVT. SAMUEL HELMS



As you can see by the firshand account, no names

are mentioned. The Commander of the post is stated only
as Colonel L.

Upon research of the Greenbush Cantonment,

| learned the Commander was Colonel Simon Larned (1753
1817).

| had my first name. Through Fold3.com, | was able to find
letters from Colonel Simon Larned to the Adjutant General
regarding the court martial held on July 21, 1813, but the
executed soldier was not named in any of the letters | found.
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What Is the difference between
desertion and AWOL?

A Desertion It is true that desertion could result in the convicted offender receivingthe death
penalty Althoughthe maximum penalty for desertion durlng_a time—of war is death, only one
personsincethe CivilWar haseverbeenexecuted PrivateEddieSlo asexecutedin 1945 The
offenseof an Article 8 desertiondoescarry muchgreaterpunishmeptgthan any AWOLArticle 86
charge Althoughmanypeoplethink that if a servicemembergoesalbsgentwithout permissionfor
more than 30 daysthe chargewill automaticallybe upgradecdto des n,thisisnot so.

A Intention DefinesOffense Actually if a servicememberhad intended to return to mllltar%/ duty
and a O 2 Yy @tN\s@nfe oint, this person would be tried under Article 86, AWOL,not as a
deserter. Thisis true evenif the personremainedabsentfor 20 yearsor more. However,if a
servicememberwent absentwithout authorizationg for evena minute ¢ andthen wascaptured
chthls personcould,indeedface chargesof desertion Theprosecutorin sucha casemust prove
the servicememberintendedto stayabsentpermanently But, if this servicememberwent on an
unauthorizedabsenceo avoidimportant duty suchasa4ofqbatdeployment,no intent needsto
be determinedto supportdesertionchargesBut this woulkd Not includéefailure to report for such
activity as tralrglngll maneuvers,guard dut)( and other ackvN\y since these are not considered
a A Y LJ2 dityd higterm is u_suallyapOP ledto a K I | MR lileacembat deploymentor
possiblyduty on certainnavalshipswhendeployedto a combatzone




This is an excerpt from the firdhand account of the execution
authored by the unknown surgeon. | highlight this portion to
aK2g t@ao | StyaQ AyaSyda a2z N

Prompted by feelings of pity, | called next
morning to seehim in prison. There,chainedby
the leg to a beam of the guard house, he was
reading the Bible, trying to prepare himself, as
he said, for the fatal hour. | learnedfrom him the
circumstancesf his case Hewasthe father of a
family, having a wife and three young children
thirty or forty miles from the camp His crime
was desertion, of which he had beenthree times
guilty. Hisonly object in leavingthe campin the
last instance was to visit his wife and children.
Havingseenthat all was well with them, it was

hisintention to return. il B AR

From Landmarks of

N Rensselaer County

By George Anderson
Published by D. Mason & Co.
Publishers, Syracuse, NY 1897
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Muster Roll for the date of
October 22, 1812. He was
listed as AWOL on October
2, 1812 but this notation
was crossed out and noted
* So (soldier) on rollHe
had returned |

Document
received from
the National
Archives

5/19/2026

/é , 1 , N. Y.
21 (Van Beuren’s.) Militia.

2~ {Capt.. Joseph Delafield’s Company,
R 1 Regiment Militia.
(War of 1812,
Appears on

Company Muster Roll
for ... @.ﬁd’;&f@%z”zm, 181.2
Roll datedatl Hsearlilz. ,o// .......
2204 112

Date of appointment 18
orenlistment, = [ T %
18

Date of appointment or} /‘2’—/_%%4,
SRR

1
. 12,
commencement of service,
To what time engaged or
expiration of service, T
To what time engaged
or enlisted, 181

Present or absent ///é %y

To what peviod paid ... 181« 1

181

.....................

Remarks and alterations since last muster:________

//4/ 2wl iz 7/’214_ i d-leae. 7‘0—L~ A
Y

27

(569) / "~ Copyist.

17



Excepts fronMemoirs of My Own Times

by
General James Wilkinson

In Three Volumes
Vol |
Philadelphia
1816




Page 550 of the chapter titled
Thelllegal Execution of a Soldier at
Greenbush Cantonment

begins
AX £ a pidgmentdeceiveame, and| am badlyadvised,
If the followingdocumentswill not supportthe caseof
the illegal execution of a soldier, sanctioned by

PresidentMadison,after due deliberation,in the face
of the constitutionandthe lawse

AFollowing this are the transcriptions of letters
regardingthe legalityof the court martial convenedby
ColonelSimonLarnedof the GreenbusiCantonment



Letter from the Adjutant General To
Colonel Simon Larned Informing of
lllegal Court Martial

A Washington, 29th Jan. 1814.

A Sir, | am instructed by the Secretaryof War, to inform you, that the proceedingsof a court
martial held at Greenbush )y your order of the 21st July,1813 and before which were tried
LieutenantsCobb,Blauveltand Curtis,are illegal,asyou had no authority at that time to initiate
generalcourts martial. | am further directedto say,that you are herebyauthorized*to order a
generalcourt martial, for the trial of the abovenamedofficers,the proceedingsof which must
be transmittedto the secretaryof war for hisdecision

A 1havethe honourto be, Veryrespectfully,Sir,
A Yourobedientservant,
A 1 B. WALBACHKAdjutantGeneral

A « ColonelSimonLarned GreenbusH'

* Theauthority vestingofficerswith powersto institute generalcourts martial, is delegatedby law
in the 65" article of the rules and articlesfor the governmentof the armiesof the United States,
andis not submittedto the President, therefore, this authorizationwasan usurpation



9EOSNLIia FTNRY [/ 2¢f
to the Adjutant General, Dated
February 9, 1814.

A Sir," | had the honourto receiveyour favour of the 29th Januaryog which| am
informed the proceedingsof the court martial ordered by me in Julylast, are
illegal a doctrine new to me; and asfar asl haveerred, it hasbeenin pursuing
the practice of my superiors® While General Chandlerwas at Burlington
Colonel Pike (afterwards General Pike) at Pittsburgh, each ordered general
courts martial, approvedor disapprovedthe sentencesand carried them into
execution GeneralDearbornat the sametime commandecdat GreenbushSome
officers above my rank, passedthrough Albanyin the courseof the summer,
without my knowledge,none giving me any orders When GeneralHampton
passedhrough Albany,on hiswayto the frontiers, he refusedto giveme orders
on an subg]ect Thisbeing a kind of deposit for all sick, invalids, rogues,and
deserters,the latter increasedupon me to an alarming degree, | appointed
(f:i]eneralcourts martial, approvedand disapprovedtheir sentencesand carried

em into effect, one man only was shot for repeateddesertion,accordingto
the sentenceof the court. In all this, | not only conceivedl was doing my duty
but a serviceto my country. It seems,however,| misjudged Onreceipt of your
letter of the 12, T immediatelywrote GeneralWilkinsonby an express,but |
receivedno answer Our number now in the ProvostGuardHousefor Capital
crimes, are about 40 and daily increasing It is often attended with some
dlﬁlqiull’[y to assembleofficersin this vicinity sufficientto form a generalcourt
martial.

A * Thisevincesthe dangerof precedentand the necessityof nippingit in the
bud. GeneralJamedaNilkinson



X.." It would be uselesdor me to attempt the enumerationof
evils,resultingfrom an unqualifieddecisionof the illegality of
those general courts martial which were ordered by me.
Thoseunder sentencemust be released and | left to make
my peacewith them. " Thechargeof murder for the one who

wasshot, would bein activecirculationimmediatel‘.é



Letter from the Adjutant General Informing Colonel Larned, the President

Decided the Court Martial Was Lagal

A Adjutant Inspector General's Office, Washington, 9th March, 1814.

A Your letter of the 9th February has been received, and submitted to the
secretary of war, by whose direction, | inform you, that thesident
has decided, that ,Greenbush be considered a separate comraaridr
as relates to courts martial hitherto hel@his decision, you will observe,
is a confirmation of the several sentences of general courts martial, held
under your orders, and will render unnecessary, any further proceedings
In the Ccases of Lieutenants Cobb, Blauvelt and othérs.

A | am, Sir,
A Your obedient servant,
A J. B. WALBACH, Adjutant General.

A Colonel S. Larned, Commanding. Greenbush, State of New York



The Investigation of the Legality of the Court Martial Continued w // =
a Letter from Major Asa B. Sizer to the Adjutant General.

A Troy, March 2, 1815.

-t

A Sir, Inreply to your letter of this date, | havethe honour to inform you that | wasa memberof a general
court martial of which LieutenantcolonelYoungwaspresident,orderedat Greenbushy ColonelLarned,in
July,1813 at which LieutenantCobbof the light artillery, and LieutenantBlauveltof the 13th infantry, were
dismissedthe service LieutenantCurtis of the 15th infantry, suspendedfor a limited time, and Samuel
Helms,a private (of what regiment | do not recollect) sentencedto be shot for desertion, all of which
sentencesvere approvedof by the commandingofficer, and carriedinto execution Not havingpaperswith
me by which | canrefreshmy memory,| am unableto giveyou the precisedates,but | know the sentences
were approved and promulgated immediately after the proceedingswere handed over by the judge
advocate Helmswasexecutedin the in latter part of Augustor the first part of Septemberfollowing. | was
officer of the day, and superintendedhis execution By the samecourt manyother soldierswere tried and
sentencedo variouspunishmentsput my recollectionis not sufficientto enableme to particularizethem.

A 1 havethe honourto be, Sir,
A Yourmostobedientservant,

A ASAB. SIZERViajor, 29th Infantry;

A GeneralWilkinson" The facts are before the people, who will decideon their merits, and if Lieutenants
Cobband Blauveltwere not illegallydishonored,andthe life of SamueHelmsunlawfullytaken,then | shall
acknowledgeamy error, and makeeveryreparationto the accused



PVT. SAMUEL HELMS

FROMMY RESEARQHHAVEFOUNDVERMLITTLERECORDSFPVT
SAMUELHELMSSUCHAS HIS ENLISTMENOR OF THE COURT
MARTIAITRANSCRIPIFHISTRIALIFIT EVEREXISTED DOKNOW
HE WAS WITH THENEW YORKMILITIA,UNDERVAN BEURENN
CAPTAINJOSEPI3 9 [ | C LCDMBANY]1 REGIMENMILITIAIN
ULSTEROUNTWEWYORK

| AM OF THE OPINIONHE WAS BROUGHTTO GREENBUSH
CANTONMENIUNDERRRESFROMWHEREEWASSTATIONED
ULSTEROUNTYLACEPBIRSTN THEPROVOSGBUARDHOUSEAND
TRIEDFOR THE CHARGEOF DESERTIOMT THE TIME OF HIS
EXECUTIONEWASTAKENFROMTHECAMPGUARDHOUSHOTHE
LARGH-IELDBEHINDNHEREREDMILL SCHOOWKTHLETIEIELDS
NOWANDEXECUTED
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Decision by President Madison
caused Lt. James D. Cobb to fight
His Sentence all the way to the
United States Congress



AOnDecember23, 1829 areport by Mr. Drayton,from
the Committee on Military Affairs stated, In
partX X C NikeYforegoingstatement, it results,that
the only question existingin the Y S Y 2 NRA (Lt
JamesD. Cobb)case,is, whether an approvalby the
President of a sentence of a Court illegally
constituted, and destitute of jurisdiction, can render
that sentencevalid The Committeeare unanimously
of the opinionthat it couldnot.

AThe Congressruled the court martial and the
sentences

ILLEGAL

Document received from
the US Congressional
Archives




A Mission to Change Pvt. Samuel
| St YaQ aAf AlGl NEB
Desertion to AWOL

Aln March of 2015 | filled out an Application for
Correction of Military Record Under the Provisions
of Title 10, U. S. Code, Section 1552 (DD Form 149,
NOV 2012)
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This is the reply | received from Colonel Jeffrey C. Lieb stating | must submit
documents such as a Death Certificate, Marriage Certificate, etc. | cannot
supply these forms as they did not exist in 1813. Plus next of kin is required for
soldiers who cannot file (deceased).

This is basically the same response | have received with each correspondence
stating | cannot supply these forms nor have | been able to locate next of kin
yet.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ARMY REVIEW BOARDS AGENCY
251 18TH STREET SOUTH, SUITE 3835
ARLINGTON, VA 22202-3531

June 18, 2015

Case Management Division/pd|
AR20150004693, Helms (Deceased), Samuel

Ms. Roberta Reno
2 Spring Place
Hampten Manor
Rensselaer, NY 12144

Dear Ms. Heno!

This is in response to your application to the Army Board
Records (ABCMR), dated March 10, 2015, wherein you request
military record on behalf of a service member.

Title 10 U.S. Code § 1552, requires each applicant to
unless that individual is deceased or determined by prop |
incompetent. [n either case, proper proof must accompany
consists of birth, death, or marriage certificate showing
member or a power of attorney from the service member
application. In your case, this documentation was not e

Ms. Reno, our agency understands you are a
locale a living relative for a service mem at
appreciate the hard work, research and ¢
Is legislative proposal currently with Cong
allow exceptions to the rule above; ho

RN 1 13T
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Bill HR 6308
Introduced by Rep. Paul Tonko in the United States House of Representatives July
2018

Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services before theduhittee on

Military Personnel

The Historical Record Exemption Act of 2018

Background
ly rep their

Members of the military sometimes find that their military rds may inac % ey

s n T rcth oc
service, either due to error or injustice. After the discovery of an d error or . £
their representatives may seek to correct them. These military record corrections include status change:

from dishonorable or other than honorable discharge to honorable disch. . Cui y, military b
can only be changed either by the individual th h who has been granted power

attorney, next of kin, or DoD Service Secretaries, who may initiate Board of Correction for Military
Records (BCMR) applications.

Unfortunately, this excludes historians and other interested parties that seek to correct historic military
records, where next of kin might be difficult or impossible to locate.

For example, in December 2016, the Town Historian of East Greenbush, New York reached out to the
Army Review Boards Agency. She had been researching the 1813 court martial and execution of Private
S el Helms. She bell d that Private Helms was wrongfully charged with desertion and therefore
was illegally tried. After seeking to correct his military rd, she was inf d that her req could
not be evaluated because she was not related to him. She is unable to track down any living descendant
of the solider who was tried over 200 years ago.

1. Even when a living descendent can be identified, it can be extremely difficult, and often
10 provide the y d to make ch to historic military

records. Surviving family must prove their p to the i ber through

formsollegalptoofdldmleﬂaﬂsve.nqo.
What will the bill do?

The Historical Record Exemption Act of 2018 would al
concerned or a person the Secretary concerned

5/19/2026 34
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Text of HR 6308

H. R. 6308

To authorize the Secretary of a military department to correct a military record at the request of an interested party
more than 175 years after the date of the creation of the military record, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

July 3, 2018

Mr. Tonko introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Armed Services
A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of a military department to correct a military record at the request of an interested party
more than 175 years after the date of the creation of the military record, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. Short title.

¢KAa ! O YIe 068 OAGSR a GKS a1l Aali2NROFf wSO2NR 9ESYLI
SEC. 2. Correction of historical military records.

Section 1552(b) of title 10, United States Code, is amended

6M0 08 AGNR{AY3I dab2é YR AYyaSNIAy3d aom0 {dzo2SOG G2 LI N
(2) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

GoHO ! O2NNBOGA2Y YI& 06S YIRS dzyRSNJ a8dz6aSOUA2Y Ol 0omMO
determines has a vested interest in the military record files a request for the correction more than 175 years after the
RIdS 2F UKS ONBlIOUA2Yy 2F U0KS YAfAUINE NBOZ2ZNRO®EOD

UPDATE: The Bill died in Committee.
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TOWN HISTORIAN
East Greenbush Town Hall

225 Columbia Turnpike,
Rensselaer, New York 12144

Phone: 518.477.4869 Email: RReno@eastgreenbush‘org
Monday, December 26, 2022

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
Executive Chambers

New York State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Hochul:

For 12 years now I have been researching and petitioning for justice for a soldier wrongfully charged with

desertion and executed at Greenbush Cantonment during the War of 1812.

My research has provided proof the soldier, Pvt. Samuel Helms was AWOL not a deserter. In my enclosed
research documents, you will see his Muster Roll where he had returned to duty. In the first-hand account of Pvt.
Helms’ execution, Pvt. Helms stated it was his intent to return to camp after seeing to the well being of his wife and
three small children. United States Military Law states the difference between desertion and AWOL is intent. Did the
soldier intend to stay away from active duty permanently or did the soldier intend to return to active duty? This does
not apply to leaving important duty such as a battle field. Pvt. Samuel Helms left a camp, not important duty and he
had returned twice before. I have enclosed extensive documents to support my proof of the wrongful charge of
desertion and the illegal court martial and execution of Pvt. Samuel Helms.

I have made application to the United States Army Board of Review to have desertion cleared from Pvt.
Samuel Helms record. Unfortunately, the Army Board of Review requires documents 1 cannot present; such as a Death
Certificate, Marriage Certificate or Power of Attorney signed by the soldier as these documents did not exist in 1813
when Pvt. Helms was executed. Rep. Paul Tonko introduced bill H. R. 6308 “Historical Record Exemption Act of
2018” (see copies enclosed) that would allow the filing of an application where the required forms are exempted due
to age of the event. The bill died in Committee.

It \Yould appear that the only hope for justice for Pvt. Samuel Helms is for you, Governor Hochul, as the
Commander in Chief of the New York State Militia, to review the documents enclosed and consider granting Pvt.
Samuel Helms a pardon.

s Thank you for your‘cc.msiQera.tion of my request. What happened to Pvt. Samuel Helms then was wrong....it
is still wrong today. In my opinion, justice needs to prevail, without time limits, in order for justice to survive.

Sincerely,

Roberta “Bobbie” Reno,

./u file Historian




¢19 {9!'w/Il Chw tz¢d {la'o[ | 9]

| have a very good lead on what might possibly be his family.

was born 1788
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Samuel Helms deceased the sum of five hundred dollars to be
LJF AR 0& Y& 9ESQOdzi2aNI 6 KSYyS@SNJ
Signed: William Underhill, 1814

He died: September 24, 1817
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A search has begun to try to locate the grave of Pvt. S"'amuel Helms.
A radar device is being used by the Capital Region GPR company.




