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Moving Forward

A Thesis
A beautiful, well-crafted network of resilient 
streetscapes and public spaces will transform 
the district into a new urban neighborhood that 
supports new housing, businesses and community 
activities to improve the human and economic 
condition in downtown Des Moines.

The Vision
The creation of a district that reinvests in a historically 
industrial area, creates lasting value and provides the 
foundation or something special: a neighborhood 
that respects its past, acknowledges its present, 
and envisions its future. Utilizing the public realm 
to set the tone, to draw residents and visitors across 
multiple generations.

Vision Principles

People SpacesActivationConnection Identity Resiliency
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Market District - 
Materials Palette
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Market District -  
Low Impact Design Infrastructure
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Legend 
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*Note: Trees along the east side of 3rd Street at Block A to remain. All previous improvements along the east side 5th Street at Blocks B to remain. 
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Market District -  
Low Impact Design Infrastructure

This is an illustrative interpretation only. The streetscape design is conceptual and 
subject to change. All indications of buildings are for illustrative purposes only, 
building massing and heights are subject to change.

Biocell Crossing

Enhanced Paving

Driveway Access

Diverse Tree Canopy
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Market District - 
Existing Urban Tree Canopy

Tree Canopy Coverage = 18%
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Market District - 
Tree Species Diversity
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All proposed species are on the CODM approved Tree Species List. 
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Tree Canopy Coverage = 52% Minimum

Market Street  - Water

2nd/Elm Street - Water

4th Street - Urban

3rd & 5th Street - Urban

Vine Street - Water

Shade Trees
•	 Morton Circle Sycamore

•	 Bloodgood Sycamore

•	 American Sycamore

Ornamental Trees
•	 River Birch

Shade Trees
•	 Kentucky Coffee Tree

•	 Autumn Gold Gingko

•	 Patriot Elm

Ornamental Trees
•	 Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry

Shade Trees
•	 Sweetgum ‘Moraine’

•	 Red Oak

•	 Prairie Pride Common Hackberry

Shade Trees
•	 Bald Cypress

•	 Sweetgum ‘Moraine’

•	 Black Tupelo

Shade Trees
•	 Swamp White Oak

•	 Ohio Buckeye

•	 American Sycamore

Ornamental Trees
•	 River Birch



Market District - 
Water Streets Tree Palette

Bloodgood Sycamore
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Market District  - 
Urban Streets Tree Palette

Bald Cypress

Black Tulepo Nyssa sylvaticaPrairie Pride Common Hackberry
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Red Oak

Sweetgum ‘Moraine’



Market District - 
Bike and Pedestrian Circulation Network

 M a r k e t  D i s t r i c t  /  U R B A N  D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B O A R D
J S C  P R O P E R T I E S

NORTH
0

ORIGINAL SCALE:

80' 160'
320'

1"=160'-00"

Elm Street

Market Street

3r
d

 S
tr

ee
t

2n
d

 S
tr

ee
t

1s
t 

S
tr

ee
t

6t
h

 S
tr

ee
t

5t
h

 S
tr

ee
t

4t
h

 S
tr

ee
t

 

Site Boundary

Existing Trail or Sidewalk
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Future Trail Improvement

Legend 

Proposed Protected Bike Lane

Proposed Sidewalk

Proposed Bike Share

0’ 160’80’ 320’

Raccoon Street

D
es

 M
o

in
es

 R
iv

er

Future Park

8

7

53

2

B

10

C
94 6

A

1



 M a r k e t  D i s t r i c t  /  U R B A N  D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B O A R D
J S C  P R O P E R T I E S

Market District - 
Bus Infrastructure
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Market District - 
Market Street
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Market Street -  
Paving Plan

1

0’ 10’5’ 20’

Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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Market Street -  
Site Furnishings Plan
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Market Street -  
Lighting Plan

Lights are shown in black for form only. Intent is for finish to match the material 
swatch. Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish 
and color. For design intent only and subject to change.

 M a r k e t  D i s t r i c t  /  U R B A N  D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B O A R D
J S C  P R O P E R T I E S

C
at

en
ar

y

Pe
de

st
ri

an
 L

ig
ht

Fe
st

oo
n 

Li
gh

t
1

3

3

1 2

2

0’ 10’5’ 20’



Market Street -  
Understory Planting Plan
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Bloodgood Sycamore American Sycamore River BirchMorton CIrcle Sycamore
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Market Street -  
Tree Planting Plan
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Market District - 
4th Street
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4th Street -  
Paving Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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4th Street -  
Site Furnishings Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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4th Street -  
Lighting Plan
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Lights are shown in black for form only. Intent is for finish to match the material 
swatch. Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish 
and color. For design intent only and subject to change.
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4th Street -  
Understory Planting Plan
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4th Street -  
Tree Planting Plan

0’ 10’5’ 20’

S
ha

de
 Tr

ee
s

Prairie Pride Common 

HackberryRed OakSweetgum ‘Moraine’



Market District - 
2nd Street
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2nd Street -  
Paving Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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2nd Street -  
Site Furnishings Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.

 M a r k e t  D i s t r i c t  /  U R B A N  D E S I G N  R E V I E W  B O A R D
J S C  P R O P E R T I E S

0’ 10’5’ 20’



2nd Street -  
Lighting Plan
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Lights are shown in black for form only. Intent is for finish to match the material 
swatch. Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish 
and color. For design intent only and subject to change.
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2nd Street -  
Understory Planting Plan
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2nd Street -  
Tree Planting Plan
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Market District - 
Elm Street
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Elm Street -  
Paving Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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Elm Street -  
Site Furnishings Plan
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Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish and color. 
For design intent only and subject to change.
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Elm Street -  
Lighting Plan
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Lights are shown in black for form only. Intent is for finish to match the material 
swatch. Color and material are reasonable representations of the proposed finish 
and color. For design intent only and subject to change.
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Elm Street -  
Understory Planting Plan
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Elm Street -  
Tree Planting Plan
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Market District  
The Future is Coming
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