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 S.W. 9th and Davis 
 Historic Name, South 

Park 
 Acquired 1897 
 62.7 acres 
 Open Air Shelter 
 Enclosed Shelter 
 Tennis Courts 
 Lagoon 



 



 
 

 native vegetation within 
the park was 
predominantly oak-
hickory forest/woodland 
and oak hickory savanna 

 By 1930, tree density 
increased 



 Memorial seat and 
Fountain 1932 

 Renamed MacRae Park 
in 1919  



• Donald MacRae  (1895-1918) 
• North High School 
•  Drake University  
• Chase & West Department Store      
• Edward Fleur 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

• National Guard 68th 
Infantry, France 

• March 5, 1918 killed by 
shell fragment  

• May 26, Fleur wrote 
letter to MacRae’s   
parents  

 

 



 



 Annual Event  1919 
 Lagoon stocked with fish 
 Des Moines Register, August 10,1919 
“According to reports last evening, Albert Coe with a 10-

1/2 inch fish caught in MacRae park, was the prize 
winner.” 
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