
Chamberlain Park

November 17, 2016

Park and Recreation Board…Did You Know?



Introduction

• Chamberlain Brothers

• Donation of Initial Parkland

• Controversial Move

• Current Park
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• Pharmacists 

• Developed Chamberlain 

Medicine Co.

• Global Market: Australia, 

Canada, & South Africa

• Adventurous – Europe, 

Cuba, Arizona, Florida…

Lowell and D.S. 

Chamberlain

1900
1904
1905

1933

2016

1991
1993
1995

1998





Chamberlain Brothers

West Chester

• Home of D.S. Chamberlain 

• 3520 Grand Avenue 

• Purchased by Wesley Acres & converted to 

retirement home.



Salisbury House

• Built by Chamberlains’ nephew, Carl Weeks

• Carl Weeks also a pharmaceutical tycoon

• Weeks & Leo



“Double Houses”
• Built by Lowell Chamberlain in 

early 1900s

• Early town house

• Along Ingersoll & Grand

• Housed prominent businessmen
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Chamberlain Park Aerial, 1930

• Donated by Lowell Chamberlain in 

1904

• Located on Ingersoll between 17th

& 19th

• Valuable, two-acre property 

• Originally belonged to the 

Ingersoll’s 

• No adults unless accompanying 

children under 12 years of age

• Improved morality of area youth 

“... the park be frequented by children 

only and that no adult shall be 

allowed to enter unless accompanied 

by a child under 12 years of age.”

Chamberlain Park



• Six acre lot purchased by City in 

1905

• Intention to connect parks

• Polk conditionally offers to sell his 

intermediate tract

• Purchased for $13,000

• Payment via taxes

• Strong opposition to purchase

• Became the athletic field for Tech 

High School
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Chamberlain Extension
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• Crescent Chevrolet offers $280,000 for two-acre park

• DM Board votes against

Study of park system, open up to bidders, 

specific plan to replace the park

• Chamberlain family disapproves of sale

Sell Chamberlain?
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Conflicts of Interest in 

Proposed Chamberlain Sale?

• Crowley-Mandelbaum Commercial Brokers Inc.

• Morris “Morey” Knutsen
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Sherman Hill and Woodland Heights 

On Board With Park Sale

Woodland Heights Sherman Hill

• Park is “little-used” and had “become rundown”

• Economic expansion along MLK

• Replacement parks for both neighborhoods  
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City Decides to Progress With Sale
• $500,000 for entire park, $250,000 for half

• Zoned for commercial retail or business 

• Development size and cost

• Quality of development 

• Job creation and retention 
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Disagreement on 

Park Pricing

• $500,000 original asking price

• Estimated worth up to 1 million dollars

• Delay selling until MLK finished – possible property 

value increase?

• Neighborhoods worry new parks will be subpar 
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Construction Begins at New 

Chamberlain Park

• Designed by Larry Edris

• Contracted to R.G. Elder and Sons

• Wanted a “natural” color scheme 

• Total cost to build: $314,789.75

• Sherman Hill opts for lighting 







1930s aerial photo



1950s aerial photo



1960s aerial photo



1970s aerial photo



1980s aerial photo



1990s aerial photo



2002 aerial photo




