" Chamberlain Park

Park and Recreation Board...Did You Know?

November 17, 2016



1991
1993
1995

1998

2016

S 0
.

" Introduction

Chamberlain Brothers
Donation of Initial Parkland
Controversial Move
Current Park



—

| = IEICASall O 18
i " @R ’

;..4
B

-
BEs 13
-4 « mUEN

s iuis

)

A4
: ._-v’

JBEb

-

A
15116

U JEIY
nt 3 .'_'

L ey

o T
»‘Ancient ey Carlis\Place™.
g } I .:"‘. 1 rk < >

-

SO

"% "Chamberlain.* . *
Sl 'ab’ ~1

g ;
- S v

T

-

e

1nglLun

'ﬁ\i] d

A

—

=5r.
(40}
1
ZaY
5
(e}
L‘
Al
208 |
Sl
T

3ty

o)
)]
-

AR

-;-W =,

e T e - ; , 3 nes
S NG erSolIPAVE NI NG ersol|1AV e NS : - eERsl AR

-

Who1040AMEY.
w3 2 ) ! .
'-' = =

NG ranalAve i

' American Red

RKwy,

IngR{



® 1900

Lowell and D.S.
Chamberlain

 Pharmacists

* Developed Chamberlain
Medicine Co.

« Global Market: Australia,
Canada, & South Africa

« Adventurous — Europe,
Cuba, Arizona, Florida...

AR LOWELL ¢ HAMARTTAIN.



Chamberlain Medicine Co.
Des Moines, lIowa, U. S. A.
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A Safe Cough Medicine for Children.

In buying a cough medicine for children never be afraid to buy CrRAMBERLAIN ¥
Covon Resxov. There Is no danger from It, and relief is always sure to follow
1t is intended especially for coughs, colds, croup and whooping cough, and is the
best medicine in the world for these diseases. It is not only a certain cure for
croup, but, when given as soon a3 the croupy cough appears, will prevent the attack
Whooping cough is not dangerous when this remedy is given as directed. It con
talas no opium or other harmful drugs, and may be given as confidently to a baby
as to an adult. :

VERY one desires to establish
for himself a good name, but
it takes time to win the confidence

are the al

A GOOD NAME

Careful selection of the drugs,
intelligent and skillful compound-
ing, the entire absence of opium,
chloroform, or any other harmful

rungs

E | on the ladder of success, and he

who reaches the top must make no
false step.
There are hundreds of cough

medicines with all sorts of names,

berlain's

each claiming to be the best, but
the test of time will prove whether
or not they have established the
right to be called the best.

Cough Remedy has had thirty-five

years of sale and use, and has cured coughs and
colds under all conditions, in all

jes and clim-

gredient, and the absolute purity
of every article that goes into its
composition, has built up and sus-
tained its good name.

These are the things you should

remember, and the next time you M

want a cough medicine, it is worth
while to see that you get Chamber-
Iain’s and secure the virtues which
2 good name implies.

Every dealer who sells a bottle

ates, and the verdiet today ie that it has no equal

Peoueh

Price, 25c. !
largesize,35c.

Datet s

published By
MEDICINE (0.
ES.IOWA.

Some Good Short Stories and Poems, Take One—Free




West Chester

e Home of D.S. Chamberlain
3520 Grand Avenue
e Purchased by Wesley Acres & converted to

retirement home.



Salisbury House o, |
- Built by Chamberlains’ nephew, Carl Weeks

-+ Carl Weeks also a pharmaceutical tycoon
 Weeks & Leo
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18th Street and Grand Avenue

hen the dwellings shown
at top were bult they
were known as double

hiouses. Today they would be
called duplexes or fown houses
but about 1911 they were de-
seribed as Lowell Chamberlain’s
donble houses.

Chamberlain was & prominent
name in Des Moines, Lowell
Chamberlain and his brather Davis
had founded the  Chamberiain
Chemical Co. which produced
phamaceuticals, todetnes and lo-
tions. Lowell owned o consider
ulde amount of real estate in the
Grand Avenne area He had o large,
elpgant home at 2100 Grand Ave,
as well as property along Ingersoll
Avenue, In fact, a large plot from
10th 1o 19th streets an the north
side of Ingersoll, until recently
was known as Chamberlain Park.
lis will left the land to the city in
1H22 for use as a children's
phayground

Perhaps he had the double
houses budll s nn invest
nent. Whatever the rea-
son, thelr st occupants
were prominent business-
wen and  other ity
poneers,

The building  second
from right in the photo
was the home of George
Jewett, who, seeking a job,
canw 10 Des Moines in
1968, He was founder and
president of one of the
v's first lumber compa-
es, Jewett Lumber Co, as
well as a real estate firm
The lamber yard was at
Ninth Street and Grand Avenue. It
was replaced by the Jewett Build
g which recently was razed. He
also helped found Drake Universi-
1y and the YMCA ® -

Jewett's neighbor at 1809 Grand
Ave. was Melborn McFurdin, o
gran merchant who came to Des
Moines in 1881, For several years
e built grain storage facilities and
elevators; in 1808 be founded Cers
al lowa Grain Co., with a large
capacity-grain  elevator at East

Megr Me

Ox Tie
CORNER
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I8th and Vine streets, He also had
interests i canning fuctories n
Grimes and Dextor
In the next house lived JH
Phillip and his wife. He was the
president of the Des Moines In
vestment Co. In the other half of
the house, ar 1815 Grand Ave
lived JA Fleming. I 1911, he was
one of four brothers who were the
general agents of a large
Massachusetts Mutual Life
Insurance  firm i’ the
Fleming Bulding ot Sixth
and Walnw streets
Next door 1o the Flem
ings was the bome of R
chard Rollins, who was in
volved in investment and re
il estate. He owned the
ops  Building o ighth
and Locust strects and was
instrumental in butlding the
Hotel Fort Des  Moines.
Serving s its first president
He was marnied to Gertrude
Getchell, the danghter of pi
uneer lumberman Chardes Getch
el Rollins father-n-law had been
a partner with lis  nelghbor
Creorge Jewett, in the lumber busi-
ness, Also Bving in his home at
1821 Grand Ave. was Rollins'
mother, Sarah
Toward the end of twe block
far left was the residence ol
Charles Chase, president of Chase
and West Department Store His
widowed mother, Elizs, lived with
the family

BN MOUERSOHNT I Ridiisrie

Across the street from double
houses  were  the  magnificent
lomes of the Harbachs and the
Clapps. proneer famities who had
bunlt thelr homes farther out in the
country on “west” Grand Avenue
from their varly downtown homes.
U'p the street ved the Polks, the
Wests e the Finkbines, the Hub-
bells lived at Tereace Bl

In 1916, the houses on th south
sicle of the street were tom down
and replaced with a large manu
focturing plant where  ModelT
Fards were sssembled. Next o
that  the Wallace  Homestead
Butlding was constructed

Some of the double houses
eventually became rooming hous-
vs. By 193 the former Rollins
home was known as Wilbur's Res-
Idence for Business Girls, The
home also provided lodging for
students from the nearby  Amer-
can Institute of Business

In the early 19808 every struc
ture on the block — from 13th to
19th and from Grand o Ingersoll
— was lorn downs In 1982, the new
occupat of the neghborhood was
the broadeasting studio for WHO
TV and Radio, which moved from
Walnut Street to its present site,
shown above

— Lindo Bonger

Reporter Linda Banger can be
reached at [515] 264.8529 or
bangeri@news dmreg.com

“Double Houses”

Built by Lowell Chamberlain in
early 1900s

Early town house
Along Ingersoll & Grand
Housed prominent businessmen




Wi

——TY

FLHAOS 5

&

o

e - — = -

S8t a
]

Stogdl

25 )

B
!

% | o

g7

NPT Y S 7' | 7 S

[—

i

~ I N
ol b
| e 8
RS 3
J/ «f I L i “
el E L ? b
s | 2 5
S e B o e s 8 '
: FL_ 4 HINIILXIS b_
R "3

SEF BAGE /48

36 |

i i P T

op

)

- - x.m . F 3
T af
p ™ % M
e, o .. L e =
g W 2 i ;
27 74 hsv\ B .R\um ’ & 3
TLI Srd e 3 d A
| @°F T ‘_ T_mmw Pt s
.._mm_ 7 d.u o | e I.mc oy
. - -
—— =" o (o
1
el b | =
] - |~ =L o

| PT.OF O.P. LOT 4

L

[ﬂé

S

.
3
!
P77 I ——
2




&

o

e - — = -

S8t a
]

NPT Y S 7' | 7 S

Stogdl

25 )

o | | a5y

WIS e M ANITLIOO L
Ime 5 i wm._ HAN S, YA0d:
UQ

Ly
Wlw ) | iy

. @b
i
19

=5
._u___vu.. = _ - - - U“a
ML D i = .
,...Lf T.I. o .._ D RN B A it o _f:_ |
YTy |l | :
: v i |
£R LA ™ | -
AR AR AW AL S BN IR
At At A I T % il B H o by ! o b ole T o !
o u._ | Y4 ! P B P R w LIV I
9 os] £ Lol e _ .
s : FL 3 HANIILXIS . b_
- L2 3 : .
5 % _ - 03—1. ] R ._+

73
2

INDEN-

2 g oL [ i S hs_._\ i |z , & -
TS S .. - =S 3 ﬂ.@iﬂﬁi I
i ES Y T ED [ T
=17 ) _ ) .. - _u.nu.l_ mw..w i IR & |_ 1
M. S ) . -
21 ; | & 7 # & W 5 it o
7~ Jlmr e e, 4_?.42 i A o 1K |
- N N o | _ f_
S S— i a— ] ; _V\wd H o i
[ V\ g i i
. 1 —_ n w. 3
_ o™ iy - . ~ 1 ] - j
Ll R S ﬁ.ﬁ R A n,m ﬁ...w | & - & __ - 1 U
} T .I( I O 1] _m
Hm oo _ N . !

‘é.
3
;
g
§
|
:;
.
>
i

23
2
/
SRR
7
J4
- *—.WE*'_ FERERAL L
l{“é
|
u

g
e S ylh! L

2
3
34
5

3
36
El

op

| PT.OF O.P. LOT 4
i

76

L

S A R R R i R

A Ginanan

LS

Q-
!

|

M
=
=P
o
[ﬂé
+_..
P

i

N
|
:
3

| &
:
3

¢
Q
(14
L]
118 < T S ——
-
\ L

i3

e __, . Y

P



Chamberlain Park

« Donated by Lowell Chamberlain in
1904

« Located on Ingersoll between 17t
& 19t

« Valuable, two-acre property

 Originally belonged to the
Ingersoll’s

* No adults unless accompanying
children under 12 years of age

* Improved morality of area youth

“... the park be frequented by children
only and that no adult shall be
allowed to enter unless accompanied
by a child under 12 years of age.”
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TRACT PURCHASED
FRPARKPURPSE

[8IX ACRES AT TWENTY-FIRST

AND HIGH TAKEN AT $13,000,

COMMISSIONERS  DISAGREE

—_———

KEFFER CLAIMS PRICE I8 TOO
HIGH AND GROUND SMALL.

The Promise Made Taxpayers Not to
Purchase More Property is Broken
at a Called Meeting,

The board of park commissioners yose
terday contracted for the purchase of u
tract of six acres of ground on Twonty-
first strest between Ingersall and High
from J. A, Garver for $13,000. The pay-
ments are to be made at the rate of doim
A year for five years. af the end of which
time, the balance, $10,500, s to he paid

W. B. Kefter strongly opposed the pur-
chase on the groand that the promnse
had been made to the taxpayers that the
board was not to purchase more ground.
but endeavor to get out of debt and use
the resources to develop the parks als
ready owned. Sidney A. Foster cham-
ploned the purchase, and Commissioper
R. J. Bchaub from Lee township voted
with Foster

A heated debate took placs betwesn
Koffer and Foster. . Keffer claimed the
purchase price was much too high, and
that eventually the board would be called
upon to expend $50,400 in the purchase of
adjoining property to make the park the
§iz0 contemplated. The tract lies west
of the plat donated by Lowell Chamber-
Iain for a children's park by more than
& bloock and 1t In the ultimate plan (o
join the newly ncquired tract with the
children's park.  THe purchase price
makes the land cost $2,186 an acre

Inasmuch as the 1and (s In Des Molnes
township, the tax for its paymegt will
come wholly out of thin township, It
WAs secured with a view to making a
football fleld for the West Des Moines
High school

The land lying betwean the new tract
and the Chamberlain ground Is owned hy
J. 8. Polk. the Das Molnes Savings bank
and the Kavanaugh estate, Mr. Polk
han offered to contribute the partion
owned by him provided a tract just north
cwned by the Valley National bank and
I¥ing east of the children's homa shali
be secured. Mr. Garver further offers to
cut §L0M on the purchase price of the
Bix ncres If these other tracts are se-
cured.

e ——

Chamberlain Extension

« Six acre lot purchased by City Iin
1905

 Intention to connect parks

* Polk conditionally offers to sell his
Intermediate tract

« Purchased for $13,000
« Payment via taxes
e Strong opposition to purchase

« Became the athletic field for Tech
High School
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A SHELTER HOUSE

il i ] -

T CHAMBERIAIN — PLAYGROUND *f
> ALK BOARE
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CHAMBERLAIN PARK
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Chamberiam Park

| sale to be dxsmsseé

A ;mhiic meeﬁng to discuss the pos-

| sible sale of Chamberlain Park will
i be at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Willkie

House, §90 171h 5t

| Crowley-Mandelbaumi Commer- |
cial Brokers Inc. has offered $260,000
for the Z-acre park, which is lecated
| in an aren dominated by car dealers
#t 19th Steeet and Ingersoll Avenuein -
Bhes Moines. ,

The meeting will include discussion
of the park's fole in the Wooiland

: Heights heighborhood. A master plan
ffom the Sherman Hill neighborhoed, -
 alse nearby, called for the sale of the |
park and its replacement with a new
I par&; nzar the planned downtows Joep

bypass.
The Park and Rmmmm Board
and the Plan and Joning Commission

 alsu are reviewing the proposal.

D.M. board

votes against
selling park

By PERRY BEEMAN
Restster Stafl Writer

The Des Moines Park and Recre-
ation Board voted Tuesday to recom-
mend that the city decline to sell
Chamberlain Park.

In other action, the board learned
of a proposal to restore a wetland and
prairie area north of the lagoon in
Greenwood Park.

The Chamberlain vote followed the
recommendation of the Plan and Zon-
ing Commission and city staff work-
ers. The City Council is expected to
consider the matter Monday.

Crowley-Mandelbaum Commer-
clal Brokers Inc. recently offered
$280,000 for the two-acre park at 19th
Street and 11 Avenue on behalf
of Crescent let. The sale has
been by neighbors and mem-
bers of the Chamberlain family, who

dwltodthehndlwthoﬁ

Sell Chamberlain?

Crescent Chevrolet offers $280,000 for two-acre park

DM Board votes against

Study of park system, open up to bidders,

The board also learned Tuesday
that the city legal staff has ruled that
the park may be sold because cove-
nants the Chamberlain family placed
on the land decades ago have expired.
The family had intended the land to
remain a park forever,

On the Greenwood Park lssue, the
board heard that the wetland would
cover about 300 feet northeast of the
pond, where cattalls now stand and a
stream flows at times. A boardwalk
and an overlook area would be bullt.

The project would cost an estimat-
ed $50,000 to $75,000 and would be co-
ordinated by the Des Moines Found-
ers Garden Club and several other
groups interested in Greenwood
Park. The area would have a variety
of plantings and small ponds.

teve Drake, the parks depart-
ment's landscape architect, said the
Bu would be coordinated with the
Molnes Art Center, which plans a
sculpture in the area, and such groups
as Friends of Greenwood Park.

specific plan to replace the park
« Chamberlain family disapproves of sale
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By PERRY BEEMAN
Register Sta Writer

Morris “Morey” Knutsen should be
replaced as chairman of the Des
Moines planning commission because
of conflicts of inter-
ests related to his
job as a real-estate
salesman, the City
Council decided
Monday.

Knutsen said
later that the vote
amounted to slan-
der. He plans to
' meet with his law-
MORRIS yer today.

KNUTSEN “I've been slan-
dered and humiliated publicly and
my character has been defamed,”
Knutsen, who was appointed to the
commission in 1984, said in a tele-
phone interview.

On a 6-1 vote, with Thomas Vlassis
dissenting, the council decided that
Knutsen's attempt to sell city-owned
Chamberlain Park, and the prospect
of his getting insider information on

other matters, amounted to conflicts
of interests that reflect poorly on the
city. While council members said
Knutsen should not be chairman, they
said they want him to remain on the
commission. His term runs through
1993,

Councilman Archie Brooks started
an around-the-table debate of Knut-
sen's fate, saying he objected to Knut-
sen's move to sell 2-acre Chamber-
lain Park at 19th Street and Ingersoll
Avenue to nearby Crescent Chevro-
let.

D.M. council sees conflicts of interests,
will remove Knutsen as planning chairman

€6 I’ve been
slandered and

humiliated

publicly and my
character has been
defamed.y’

— Morris “Morey" Knutsen
chairman of planning commission

Knutsen, a sales i for
Crowley-Mandelbaum Commercial
Brokers Inc. who hoped to make a
commission on the $280,000 sale,
made the proposal to City Manager
Cy Carney. He abstained from discus-
sion and did not vote on the matter
when the commission considered it.

The commission, the parks board
and the City Council rejected the of-
fer after weeks of controversy.

“Even though he's been vindicated,

it's still very suspicious,” said Brooks.
City Attorney Roger Nowadzky said
recently that Knutsen had handled
the conflicts of interests appropriate-
ly.
Councilman George Flagg agreed
with Brooks. “He should have known
better than that,"” said Flagg.
Councilwoman Connie Cook and
Mayor John “Pat” Dorrian said Knut-
sen’s real-estate role could cause pe-

riodic problems. (While working for
Iowa Realty, Knutsen raised eye-
brows by trying to sell the city a
Court Avenue lot east of the Polk
County Courthouse. The council de-
clined.)

Dorrian also said he objected to
Knutsen's practice of voting only to
break ties on the commission. “We
have an odd number on the commis-
sion so everyone would vote and we
would avoid ties. If you can't take a
position, why are you there?” Dorrian
said.

Vlassis, who served with Knutsen
on the commission, said, “I don't
think Mr. Knutsen has a conflict of in-
terests,” Vlassis said. “It was bad
Judgment.”

Knutsen replaced Karla Fultz as
head of the commission in April 1989.
He is up for re-election as chairman
the first week of April.

Sam Soda, head of the nomination
committee, could not be reached for
comment.

Conflicts of Interest In
Proposed Chamberlain Sale?

* Crowley-Mandelbaum Commercial Brokers Inc.
* Morris "Morey” Knutsen

Unanimous vote retains
Knutsen in zoning post

By PERRY BEEMAN
Register Sta#f Writer

Morris “Morey” Knutsen won
re-election as chairman of the Des
Moines Plan and Commission
Thursday despite a City Council re-
quest that the panel replace him amid
questions of conflicts of

The commission voted unanimous-
ly to extend Knutsen’s chairmanship
another year.

“I couldn’t be happier that this
commission has given me its unani-
mous support,” Knutsen said after
the meeting. “I am heartened that the
full commission to the end has seen
through this folly with the council and
has supported me.”

On a 6-1 vote, with Thomas Vlassis
dissenting, the council voted recently
to ask the commission to replace
Knutsen as chairman, Council mem-
bers were disturbed about possible
conflicts of interests involving Knut-
sen’s work as a real-estate agent for
Crowley-Mandelbaum Commercial
Brokers Inc.

Knutsen recently tried unsuccess-
fully to broker the sale of city-owned
Chamberlain Park. He publicly de-
clared a conflict of interests and did

|| not participate in the debate or votes

on the matter.
Sam Soda, the head of the nominat-
ing committee, said he checked with

| | the city legal department and found

no reason Knutsen should be re-
placed. City Attorney Roger No-
wadzky has said Knutsen acted ap-
propriately in handling the
Chamberlain Park conflict.

€61 am heartened
that the full
commission to the
end has seen
through this folly
with the council
and has supported

me.3y
~— Morris Knutsen

Soda said there is “overwhelming
support” for Knutsen among commis-
sioners. The move to re-elect Knut-
sen, Soda said, came as an acknowl-
edgement of his “leadership, attitude,
ethical conduct and devotion to the
city.”

The council has no power over the
selection of commission chairman. It
can remove a commissioner from the
panel for legal cause; council mem-
bers said they want Knutsen to
remain on the commission. .

Knutsen said he had been defamed
by the council vote. He has been:
meeting with attorney Roger Hudson
to consider action against the city.

On a 7-8 vote, with one member
voting for Marilyn Staples, the com-
mission chose Soda over Gregory
Quick as vice chairman.




® Asked Carney to review a re-
quest from the Sherman Hill Associ-
ation Board of Directors that the city
sell Chamberlain Park. The associa-
tion wants the city to sell the park,
located at the intersection of 19th
Street and Ingersoll Avenue, because
possible expansion of the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Parkway would make
the park inaccessible to neighbor-
hood residents. The association
wants some of the money from the
| sale of the park to be used to pay for

replacement parks.

LT e
Bl ) - N
L=

Sherman Hill and Woodland Heights
On Board With Park Sale

* Park is “little-used” and had "become rundown”
« Economic expansion along MLK
* Replacement parks for both neighborhoods

@ 1993
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

TO PURCHASE AND REDEVELOP

CHAMBERLAIN PARK

The City of Des Moines is soliciting propasals {
Chamberlain Park contains approximately 2.18 acres
consider propesals for the purchase and red
The following critcria will be considered in reviewng and se
@ Minumum Purchase Price: The minimum acceptable sales

site and $250.000 for cach of the cast and west halves

10 proposals offering more than the established minimy

wmberlain Park
<1, The City will
and west halves,

for the entise park
1l be given
wrstance, such

© 18 established at 3.
roperty. Additional
sakes price, Development financ

as tax ahatement, may be available for qualifying development

@ Land Usc Compatibility: Compatibility of proposed de
property and the surrounding area, The land s zoned

wd zoning of the

spment with the land us
general retail un

commercial). The City has initiated rezoning of the site 10 **C-3JA"" (central business district support

commercial

® Development Size, Cost: The square footage of any proposed buildings, the estimated development costs, and

the estimated taxable value of the overall project

@ Quality of Development: The overall design of the devclopment proposal, including: burld
construction matersals, landscaping, parking, ¢t

@ Job Creation and/or Retention: Number of |
Any proposals should ¢learly address the selection criteria identified above. Proposals should

¢ 3:00 pam. on April 14, 1995 to be considered. Questions regarding the proposed ik
the proposed selection process should be directed 1o the Office of Economic Development

designand

s created and o retained by the ulty

Office of Economic Development
602 East First Street
Des Moines, 1A 50309
(515)-283-4004 Fax (515)-237-1706

1 hamberlain Park

City prepares for sale of park

By CHRIS OSHER

RiGisTer STAFF WRITER

The city of Des Moines wants to
sell Chamberlain Park, and four
businesses already have expressed
an interest in buying the property.

Acting City Manager Richard
(lark said G & L Clothing, Crescent
Chevrolet, Betts Cadillac Inc. and an
Amlmoco service station have ex-
pressed interest in buying the park
at T9th Street and Ingersoll Avenue.

The City Council Monday night in-
structed Clark to contact other busi-
nesses that might want to buy the
property and report back in two
weeks

Clark said in a letter to the council
that the minimum purchase price of
the park should be $500,000, or

$250,000 for each half of the parcel.

The Woodland Heights Organiza-
tion and the Sherman Hill Associa-
tion support selling Chamberlain
Park and using the proceeds to cre-
ate a park in an area closer to those
neighborhoods.

The owner of G & L Clothing told
the council he needs to know soon
whether the city will sell to him be-
cause he has a deadline for moving
out of the fire-damaged building he
is in at 901 Locust St.

Councilman George Flagg said the
city should make sure it sells the
property at a good price and no
“sweetheart " deals are approved

But Clark said it is just as impor-
tant that the city make sure the
buyer is a good match for the sur-
rounding area

THE REGISTER

I PARK SALE? __}

THE DES MOINES City Council on
Monday considered authorizing
the city manager to negotiate the
sale of Chamberlain Park, located
at 19th Street and Ingersoll
Avenue

l
i
|
i
1

8th St.

T

|

City Decides to Progress With Sale

« $500,000 for entire park, $250,000 for half
Zoned for commercial retail or business
Development size and cost
Quality of development
Job creation and retention
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Parl’s sale called ‘big puzzling thing’

Neighborhood leaders are up in arms over deal on Chamberlain Park

I,MW\‘

Recan Tk ST 381 Wi

T lain Park? That's the big qmw\
out there,” said Koontz, wl

_ an umbrella group for me nly':

“And the

oines to
ch as anyone in Woodland
ights. In fact, it was her neighbor-
sociation that came up with

ow Dazier — along with oth-
ing Commission

Acting City Manager Richard

PARK DEAL

“There’s nothing lnlnpnwrlm
that's going on, certainly not
hnﬂ

been trying
to work W!lhll'h(; Woodland IIH!J‘\II

and Sherman
ader James  gire 1o sell the little-used Chlmber
sl ain Park and use the profits to cre-

fast track.
Why the City Council vote to
oIl the block-square park at 18th
Street and Ingersoll Avenue to Cres-
«cent Chevrolet and G & L Clothing
for $500.000 when the city engi-
neer's department put the value at
&1 million and the city's chief plan-
per recommended the councl wait?
Add to that $125,000 in economic
development benefits that the city
approved for G & L and a tax-abate-
ment expansion talor-made for the
two businesses.

“Big Puzzling Thing”

1f you add up all these things, it's
it pretty big puzzling thing,” said Dan
Frommelt, chairman of the city’s
wnd zoning commission, who ex-

pects. the issue (o be
COmmMIssion's meeting tonight.
hat's going on with Chamber-

ate two parks, one in each
neighborhood.

“Legitimate Concerns”

And, he said: “There were legiti-
mate concerns about the loss of
G & L that were expressed to me by

TANMY JONESTHE Ry

ZONING REQUEST |

. o= e “The Plan and Zoning
IuﬂﬂmmbﬂumeleMﬁMbm mwm".mm" for |
T T ey the Chambertain Pork land 1
= 630p.m !odgnr-t\ty(}wrd
ew chambers at City Hall, 400 £
e = First St.
E o hovrsled JSTT] ‘The commission also will
= . ” achange in
. =3 revitalization ordinance that
i wauld allow tax abatement on
=\ N Croscent n.lwmmul properties — amove
AT m..(m businesses
:lﬂr-boullhl x-idwlm:‘u[l;lu.l o u‘\num the sewer line.
-ww- who mnmcm &L ‘e think the city did well were going to jeopardize a cou-
owner James Marcovis in the sale with the §500,000," huﬂl’q pyalummmmmui

Lillis said Marcovis approached
the council in an open meeting. He
added that it was the city that set

peuple n the business community,
and

gitimate concerns about esam
Eevrokes, thas sarebom if they're
not accommodated they run the risk
of going out of business.”

Crescent’s used ear lot is being
taken for |he Meredith building ex-
pansion and Gateway park project.
Without a used car lot within walk-
ing distance of its new-car lot, the
company risks losing its license from
Chevrolet, Clark said.

G & L was foreed to move from its

atthe  downtown store because of fires in

the Ewing building next door
“There's really nothing clandes-

tag.

Less Than $500,000
Seott Stricker, the city’s economic
aid the

But Koontz said the city can't  think that’s what you'd be doing, by
know that for sure because it never ot pursuing this.

sai
minimum was set because that's how
much the parks department needed

- 1o create two new parks. He ac-

knowledged that the city engineer's
office had appraised the land at
$1 million, but added that all offers
the city received in recent years
were less than $500.000.

Stricker said a 50-foot-wide sewer
easement. that cuts across the prop-
erty makes it less valuable because

sought an Mlm “A lot Frommelt noted that the
of us feel that it was rushed through, glrndyhnllppmwdlhvule:lz
that it wnnnluumm & business-  the economic dwelopmempukun

like manner,” said Koontz. for G & L. The plan and zoning com:
Value? mission (s mﬂmnﬂyawlm
reshy change that would al a
said the city should have wmmwn—mm
wummmumm because the ent questin. He said he's ot sure
Martin Luther King bypass he commission will vote vote against

hose Lhings.

willincrease its value. ¢
!‘m%nﬁﬂw but ] think

You've got to balance that kindof a  “It's pretty clear that the council

point against the fact you've got  Wants to expedite this. Other than

very immediate needs and opportu-  having the opportunity for some

mities in front of us, and if you were  public comment, I'm not sure the
mayor and council, how would ~ Commission is going to try to make a

You o about this? If you thought statement over this.”

————

Disagreement on
Park Pricing

$500,000 original asking price
« Estimated worth up to 1 million dollars
* Delay selling until MLK finished — possible property
value increase?
* Neighborhoods worry new parks will be subpar

THE REGISTER’S EDITORIALS

—_—

Defining top dollar

Outside appraisers should evaluate
property before Des Moines sells it.

es Moines City Councilman Preston

Daniels is offering to give up some

discretion in the sale of city proper-
ty to avoid the kind of flap that arose over
the recent sale of Chamberlain Park. It's an
offer that shouldn't be refused.

Daniels has proposed that the city have
outside appraisers determine the value of
land estimated to be worth $25,000 or
more to establish a minimum asking price
before it is advertised for sale.

It's basic. If you want top dollar, you
first have to establish what top dollar is.

The city sometimes has done that infor-
mally and arbitrarily, and thus has entered
into the competitive bidding process hop-
ing for the best but not necessarily know-
ing what the best is. That leaves too much
room for second-guessing — as in the
Chamberlain Park sale.

The city decided to sell the little-used
park at 19th Street and Ingersoll Avenue
and use the proceeds to develop two re-
placement parks for the Sherman Hill and
Woodland Heights neighborhoods. Rick
Clark, the acting city manager, talked to
real-estate executives who said that the
city would be fortunate to get $500,000.
The City Council did not direct him to get

an outside appraisal.

The city established a $500,000 mini-
mum sale price and took competitive bids.
The council voted, 4-3, in June to sell the
property to Crescent Chevrolet and G & L
Clothing for $500,000.

Clouding the sale was a suggestion from
the city engineering department that the
land could actually be worth as much as
$1 million. Once that opinion began circu-
lating, Sherman Hill and Woodland Heights
neighborhood leaders began questioning
whether their replacement parks would be
only half as nice as they could have been.
They thought the city should have held out
for the mythical $1 million.

What was top dollar — $500,000, or
$1 million? We'll never know.

The city plans to gradually dispose of
other excess land so that it can be put to
better use, and council members occasion-
ally might want some leeway in the sale of
such property.

A policy requiring outside appraisals
might limit their discretionary power. But
it would define the top dollar, and that's
what the seller in any real-estate transac-
tion should expect.
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Construction Begins at New
Chamberlain Park

« Designed by Larry Edris
Contracted to R.G. Elder and Sons
 Wanted a “natural” color scheme
Total cost to build: $314,789.75
Sherman Hill opts-for lighting
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