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History 
August 2018

• Citizen requested that the City Code be amended to 
allow other types of vegetation within the border area.

• Council directed staff to review the City Code and 
propose changes to allow plantings within the border 
area.
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Current City Code – Sec. 102-2
Maintenance of border area

• Border area is defined as the area between the 
travelled roadway/alley/curb and the property line.

• Vegetation cannot exceed 12 inches in height.

• Only grass and naturally occurring plants are allowed to 
be planted by property owners.
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Process

• City staff from impacted departments met to discuss 
and develop proposed revisions.

• Staff met with citizen and neighbors to review proposed 
code revisions.

• Staff made some modifications to proposed revisions 
based on resident input.
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Proposed Revisions – Sec. 102-2

• Vegetation allowed with the following restrictions:

▪ No noxious weeds allowed (defined by Iowa Code)
▪ Cannot obstruct sidewalks or roadways
▪ Cannot block signage and traffic control 
▪ Cannot exceed 3 feet in height (turfgrass cannot 

exceed 12 inches in height)

• Allow mulch around plantings
• Only turfgrass allowed within 5 feet of a fire hydrant
• Current vision clearance requirements remain
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Unaccommodated Resident Requests

1. Allow vegetation up to 48 inches or exclude “flower stalks”.

• 48 inches is too high for driveway/sidewalk visibility.  
• “Flower stalks” is too subjective for consistent enforcement.

2. Reduce 5 feet clearance around fire hydrants or allow 
groundcovers, paving stones, or mulch in this area.

• Five feet clearance is Fire Code requirement.
• Fire Department prefers “grass, dirt or pavement” in the 

clearance zone.
• Further evaluation is needed regarding “paving stones” before 

they should be allowed.



7

Unaccommodated Resident Requests – continued

3. Prohibit use of chemicals within the right-of-way.

• Further evaluation is needed before this should be considered.



8

Allowed
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In 
Violation
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Enforcement

ROW

Sight Obstructions

(Refer to T&T)

Vegetation outside of 
sight obstruction 

(including in an alley)

(Refer to PW)

Junk and Debris on the 
ROW

(Refer to NID)
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Questions/Comments/Discussion


