Clermont County Board of Elections Regular Board Meeting
Page 1 of 7 December 22, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Ray Lembke called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. and thanked his colleagues on the
board, the staff, and legal counsel for their work on the hearings concluded earlier this morning. Mr.
Combs led the Pledge of Allegiance.

II. Roll Call
Ray Lembke — Chair — Yes
Rick Combs — Yes
Gregg Conrad — Yes
Richard Grant — Yes
Also present were Director Stephanie Hemmer-Haight, Deputy Director Chris Dennison and
Administrative Assistant Cherie Wilson.

L. Motion to Adopt the Agenda as Presented

2023-165 — Mr. Combs made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented. Mr. Conrad seconded the
motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant - Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

IV. Other Attendees — Brian Shrive (Assistant County Prosecutor), Jeremy Heroux (IVS), Jeff Philips
(ElectionIQ), Derek Myers. Kenny Henning (SOS Liaison) joined the meeting in progress.

V. Public Participation: none

VI. Approval of Minutes
e November 7, 2023 — Election Day Meeting
e November 20, 2023 — Opening of General Election Canvass and Regular Board Meeting

2023-166 — Mr. Combs made the motion to approve the two sets of meeting minutes. Mr. Grant
seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

VII. Approval of Bills as of December 22, 2023
Mr. Grant inquired about the janitorial pay. Director Hemmer-Haight noted that we pay custodians at
some of the polling locations $25 for setup prior to Election Day.

2023-167 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to approve payment of the bills as of December 22, 2023.
Mr. Grant seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

VIII. Opening of Bids Received for the Printing of Ballots

The deadline to return ballot bids for the 2024 elections was yesterday (12-21-2023) by 4:00 p.m.
Director Hemmer-Haight advised the Board that we received three bids. Chairman Lembke opened the
bid packets and passed them to the board members for review.

R Integrated Voting
Vendor ElectionlQ Systems (IVS) ES&S
$165/1000 $180/1000 $2 630'55;5(:3;” d
, = $0.165/ballot, B/W = $0.18/ballot, P
14 $0.30, Color
$185/1000 black or color $280 per thousand
= $0.185/ballot, Color Test Deck $0.15 Folding $0.03/ballot
$165/1000 $180/1000 SZGgOEI’g:tI‘?({\:;and
; = $0.165/ballot, B/W = $0.18/ballot, P
17 $0.30, Color
$185/1000 black or color $280 per thousand
= $0.185/ballot, Color Test Deck $0.15 Folding $0.03/ballot
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$175/1000 $180/1000
Y =$0.175/ballot, B/W =$0.18/ballot, . L
19 $195/1000 black or color No information in bid
= $0.195/ballot, Color Test Deck $0.15
Bid bond 10% of . .
Insurance/Bond Bid bond 10% of bid $52,200, not to Bid blo Orld ;12;355 5
exceed $50,000 °

Deputy Director Dennison confirmed that the bids are for all elections in calendar year 2024, and that
our ballots will be black and white 177 (14” plus 2 stubs). Upon request, both vendor representatives in
the meeting provided information about other counties with whom they have contracts. Mr. Conrad
asked if there were any problems with the ballots in the last election. The only issue was perforations
in the ES&S ballot stock (used by all the ballot printing vendors), which made the stubs hard to tear.

Mr. Lembke asked if the directors had recommendations or feedback on the three vendors. Based on
their performance history and our working relationship with them in prior elections, Director Hemmer-
Haight recommended IVS. Mr. Lembke noted that ES&S’ significantly higher bid has ruled them out
for this year. ElectionlQ’s bid is lower than the IVS bid, but the lower IVS test deck charge
compensates for part of the price difference.

2023-168 — Mr. Grant made the motion to accept the recommendation of the directors to select
Integrated Voting Systems as the most qualified responsible bidder for 2024, subject to successful
contract negotiation and review of contractual requirements. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mzr. Lembke — Yes

Mr. Grant asked Mr. Heroux (IVS) about the paper jams we experienced during early voting in
November. Director Hemmer-Haight commented that during the audit we saw a noticeable difference
between the IVS ballot paper for the Election Day ballots and the ES&S ballot stock we used to print
early voting ballots on demand. Mr. Heroux brought samples of blank stock to test on the Balotar
printers, and mentioned that we could purchase blank stock directly from IVS.

The board thanked the vendors for submitting bids and for attending the meeting to answer questions.

IX. Certification of Candidates to the Primary Election Ballot of March 19, 2024

A. Review of petitions

B. Motion to accept candidate withdrawals

‘Name - Office Sought ; Withdraw Date Refiled Date
Pamela Sisney County Central Committee Mi-L to MI-L1L (Dem) 12/20/2023 12/20/2023
Alice Rolfes County Central Committee ME-E (Dem) 12/20/2023 12/20/2023
Barbara D. Fillion County Central Committee UN-K (Dem) 12/20/2023 12/20/2023
Mark Grauwelman | County Central Committee UN-E1E (Dem) 12/20/2023 12/20/2023
Bradley E. Combs County Commissioner term 1/2/25 (Dem) 12/20/2023 12/20/2023
Shane Marcum State Senator {Dem) 12/05/2023 12/19/2023

2023-169 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to accept the written withdrawal requests of the six
candidates listed above for the March 19, 2024 primary election. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant—- Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

C. Review Petitions with Problems:
Director Hemmer-Haight distributed the petitions of the candidates listed in the following table for
board review and noted the issues that had been found upon examination of their petitions. She
indicated that the first four petitions listed in the table had fatal flaws based on previous rulings of
the court and the board.
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Candidate Office Sought:
Barbara - |: Clerk of Common Pleas
Wiedenbein Court (Rep)
affixed. The date of a sngne: ‘must" be the same asor af'ter, =3 date the candldate afﬂxed on
| the Declaration of Candldacy section of the petrtlon Not enough srgnatures U
Amber Clerk of Common Pleas : Candldate lS not a regrstered voter in Clermont County :
Mumphrey " Court (Dem) .. i : : e S
Matthew 2 Congressional : Candldate d|d not complete Petition for Candldate sectlon ona part petltlon Thrs would
Henderson District (Rep) invalidate 12 signatures. Candidate also has srgnatures from 4 different ‘counties.on one part -
i : “petltlon The' county wnth the most srgnatures would be Plckaway County AlI other S|gnatures
e e | wotild beinvalidated. g i :
AlanJ. -State Representative .| Candldate needed 50 valld S|gnatures Candrdate turned in 83 srgnatures, only has 40 valld
Mackinder | 62 District (Rep) "~ ; , : / ~
Diane Fisher County Recorder (Dem) Candldate gave wrong commencrng date for ofﬁce County recorder should be 1/6/2025
Candidate gave 1/2/2025.
Gail Kiley County Central Candidate filled out 2M form and put she’s running in village instead of township. There is no
Committee (Dem) Batavia E in the village, it can only be in the township.

2023-170 — Mr. Grant made the motion to reject the petition of Barbara Wiedenbein as a Republican
candidate for Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for the reason stated above. Mr. Combs
seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mzr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-171 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to reject the petition of Amber Mumphrey as a Democratic
candidate for Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for the reason stated above. Mr. Combs
seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-172 — Mr. Combs made the motion to reject the petition of Matthew Henderson as a
Republican candidate for the 22 Congressional District for the reason stated above. Mr. Conrad
seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-173 — Mr. Grant made the motion to reject the petition of Alan J. Mackinder as a Republican
candidate for State Representative (62°¢ House District) for the reason stated above. Mr. Conrad
seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant —Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

Mr. Combs stated that the date of the Recorder’s term on Ms. Fisher’s petition is not fatal; there is
only one Recorder position/term in Clermont County.

2023-174 — Mr. Combs made the motion to accept the petition of Diane Fisher as a Democratic
candidate for County Recorder. Mr. Grant seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-175 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to accept the petition of Gail Kiley as a Democratic
candidate for County Central Committee, since the Batavia E precinct exists only in the township,
not in the village. Mr. Grant seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes
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D. Motion to accept the names of candidates as they desire to be listed on the ballot which is different
from their name as listed on their registration and/or petition.

" LegalName ~ - - -| Preferred Ballot Name
Herbert Benjamin Brady Ben Brady
Katrina C. Vockell Katie Vockell
Hermann Joseph Wessels, Jr. Joe Wessels
Donald Shane Wilkin Shane Wilkin

2023-176 — Mr. Combs made the motion to accept the names of the four candidates listed above as
they desire to be listed on the ballot which is different from their name as listed on their registration
and/or petition. Mr. Grant seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

M. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

E. Motion to certify Democrat County Central Committee Declarations of Candidacy
Raymond Lembke PE-B; Gregg Conrad PE-C

2023-177 — Mr. Combs made the motion to accept the Declaration of Candidacy of Raymond W.
Lembke for Democratic Party County Central Committee in precinct PE-B. Mr. Grant seconded the
motion. Upon roll cali:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mz. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Abstain

2023-178 — Mr. Grant made the motion to accept the Declaration of Candidacy of Gregg Conrad for
Democratic Party County Central Committee in precinct PE-C. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Abstain

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

F. Motion to certify Democrat County Central Committee Declarations of Candidacy

2023-179 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to accept the Declaration of Candidacy of all other
candidates for Clermont County Democratic Party Central Committee in the precincts designated on
the attached list. Mr. Combs seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

G. Motion to certify all other candidates to the March 19, 2024 primary ballot for the following races
(see list of candidates attached)
o U.S. Representative to Congress 2™ District — Democrat & Republican ballots

o State Representative 62 District — Democrat & Republican ballots

e State Representative 63" District — Democrat & Republican ballots

o State Senator 14® District — Democrat & Republican ballots

o State Central Committee Man — 14 Senate District — Republican ballots

o State Central Committee Woman — 14® Senate District — Republican ballots _
o Clermont County Clerk of Common Pleas — Republican ballots

o Clermont County Commissioner (1/2/2025) — Democrat & Republican ballots
o Clermont County Commissioner (1/3/2025) — Democrat & Republican ballots
o Clermont County Coroner — Republican ballots

o Clermont County Engineer — Republican ballots

o Clermont County Recorder — Democrat & Republican ballots

o Clermont County Treasurer — Republican Ballots
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e Clermont County Common Pleas Court Judge 1/1/2025 — Republican ballots
o Clermont County Common Pleas Court Judge 1/2/2025 — Republican ballots
e Clermont County Common Pleas Court Judge 1/3/2025 — Republican ballots
o Clermont County Prosecutor — Republican ballots

e Clermont County Sheriff — Republican ballots

2023-180 — Mr. Combs made the motion to accept all other candidates’ petitions — except for the
four previously rejected in the prior motions —to appear on the Republican and Democratic Party
Primary ballots for the March 19, 2024 election for the offices as indicated on the attached list. Mr.
Conrad seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

Mr. Lembke congratulated Derek Myers, who was present, on his certification as a candidate.

X. Certification of Questions and Issues:

A. Motion to approve all resolutions filed to place tax levies, bond levies, and questions and issues on
the March 19, 2024 primary election ballots (See list attached)

2023-181 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to place the Goshen Township Fire & EMS levy on the
March 19® primary ballot, pending SOS acceptance. Mr. Grant seconded the motion.

Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant— Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-182 — Mr. Grant made the motion to place the Goshen Local School District bond issue on the
March 19 primary ballot, pending SOS acceptance. Mr. Conrad seconded the motion.

Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs —Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant—Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-183 — Mr. Grant made the motion to place the Williamsburg Local School District renewal tax
levy on the March 19 primary ballot, pending SOS acceptance. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

B. Review of Local Liquor Option Petitions:

2023-184 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to place the issue of Sunday sales of wine and mixed
beverages by JAH Investment Holdings DBA Mio’s Loveland on MI-Q’s primary ballot. Mr.
Combs seconded the motion. Upon discussion, Mr. Grant clarified the location of the establishment.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant— Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

2023-185 — Mr. Combs made the motion to place the issue of Sunday sales of wine and mixed
beverages by Gilligan Co., L.L.C. on UN-O’s primary ballot. Mr. Conrad seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes
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XI. Review of Election Equipment Allocation

2023-186 — Mr. Combs made the motion to allocate one DS 200 optical scanner per precinct and one
ExpressVote per polling location for the March 19, 2024 primary election. Mx. Conrad seconded the
motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

XTII. Motion to Outsdurce Printing and Mailing of Absentee Ballots

2023-187 — Mr. Grant made the motion to outsource the printing and mailing of absentee ballots to

Graphic Village for the March 19, 2024 primary election. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes

XTII. Directors’ report

Director Hemmer-Haight mentioned that SOS will send statewide candidate petitions next week for
signature review; they are due back by January 2°4. We also received two part petitions for a proposed
constitutional amendment on the November 2024 ballot.

Mr. Combs asked whether the candidates whose petitions were rejected today would be contacted; he
was assured that the rejection letters are ready to be mailed this afternoon.

Mr. Lembke noted that the write-in deadline for the March primary is January 8®. Candidates who
were rejected in today’s meeting are not eligible to file as write-ins because the board has already

acted. If there are any write-in candidates whose offices involve other overlap counties (Clermont most
populous), the board will need to act on those candidates by the January 9% deadline to notify overlap
counties. Any other write-in candidates within the county can be certified at the regular board meeting
on January 17%. Therefore, we will tentatively schedule a meeting for January 8™ at 4:30 p.m.,
contingent on any write-in candidacies which include jurisdictions outside the county. (There were no
write-in candidates that affected overlap counties, so the January 8" meeting did not occur.)

-

XIV. Upcoming Events and Meeting Dates
e December 25 (Monday) — Christmas holiday — office closed
e January 1 (Monday) — New Year’s Day holiday — office closed
o January 5 — Protests against partisan candidates and local options petitions must be filed by 4:00 p.m.
s January 8 — Write-in candidates must file declarations of intent by 4:00 p.m.
o January 8 (Monday) 4:30 p.m. — Special meeting to certify overlap write-ins, if needed
e January 10 - 12 — OAEO winter conference — Columbus
o January 12 — Protests against write-in candidates must be filed by 4:00 p.m.
e January 15 (Monday) — Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day — office closed
¢ January 17 (Wednesday) 10:00 a.m. — Regular monthly board meeting
o Tebruary 2 — UOCAVA ballots sent & FWAB posted (46 days before primary election)
e February 20 — Voter registration deadline
o TFebruary 21 — Early in-person voting begins
¢ February 21 (Wednesday) 10:00 a.m. — Regular monthly board meeting and Public Test
e March 19 — Primary Election Day — polls open 6:30 a.m. -7:30 p.m. J

Mr. Conrad suggested that the board thank the staff by giving them a day off on Tuesday, December
26 When Mr. Combs inquired whether this is permitted, Mr. Shrive confirmed that the board has the
authority to provide extra time off as a fringe benefit. Mr. Henning noted that the SOS office will be
closed that day. ‘Mr. Lembke supported the proposal in light of the unusually demanding odd-year
elections, and spoke in favor of aligning with the SOS office schedule, provided that the statewide
petitions could be completed on time. Mr. Grant proposed splitting the staff between 12/26 and 12/29
to avoid closing the office. Deputy Director Dennison mentioned that we had received emails from
several other counties notifying us of their closure on 12/26; some will close all week.
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2023-188 — Mr. Conrad made the motion to close the office on Tuesday, December 26 in conjunction
with the SOS closing and in recognition of the unusual circumstances the staff was subjected to during
2023. Mr. Grant seconded the motion. Upon roll call:

Mr. Combs — Yes

Mr. Conrad — Yes

Mr. Grant — Yes

Mr. Lembke — Yes

Mr. Grant requested that future recommendations for time off come from one of the directors, and said
that he does not want today’s vote for time off to set a precedent. Mr. Lembke agreed that the day off
should not set a precedent. He stated that any of the four board members should be able to raise any
issue that he deems appropriate for the board’s consideration, and that, as chairman, he will entertain
motions from any of the other board members.

Mr. Combs asked whether the PEO pay increase had been approved by the commissioners; it has.

Mr. Combs volunteered to coordinate with the Sheriff’s office to schedule deputies for early voting; he
asked the directors to provide him information about expected peak periods.

XV. Motion to Adjourn
2023-189 — At 11:22 a.m., Mr. Grant made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Combs seconded the motion.
Upon roll call:
Mr. Combs — Yes
Mr. Conrad — Yes
Mr. Grant — Yes
Mr. Lembke — Yes
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APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 20, 2023

VENDOR e

g Ll

INVOICES APPROVED BY BOARD MEMBERS:

__DESCRIPTION OF PAYMENT _

AMOUNT

BATAVIA POST OFFICE DEPOSIT FOR BULK RATE POSTAGE ACCOUNT #28 S 10,000.00
BATAVIA POST OFFICE 1st CLASS MAIL FEE S 310.00
COLUMN SOFTWARE ADVERTISING - 2024 BALLOT BIDS S 68.36
ELECTION NIGHT WORKER PAY  |NOVEMBER GENERAL S 6,050.00 |
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE |BALLOTS FOR NOVEMBER GENERAL $ 5,284.05
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE |ESSVR - SIGNATURE VERIFICATION & VOTER HISTORY $ 4,530.06
JANITORIAL PAY NOVEMBER GENERAL ) 4,800.00
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 230.98
OoDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES $ 21.58
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 31.99
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 97.93
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES $ 885.81
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 15.99
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 7.84
OoDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 9.73
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 132.00
ODP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 245.98
oDP MISC. OFFICE SUPPLIES S 330.14
POLLWORKER PAY NOVEMBER GENERAL S 120,130.00
RUEBEL FAMILY LIMITED OFF SITE STORAGE - JANUARY S 3,800.00
US BANK PCARD - KIM - MISC OFFICE SUPPLIES & LABOR LAW POSTERS S 281.22
US BANK PCARD - CHRIS - MISC OFFICE SUPPLIES & LASER PRINTER FOR RED S 216.85
BARN
STAFF SALARIES PAY PERIOD 11-13-23 TO 11-26-23 S 20,938.41
BOARD MEMBERS SALARIES PAY PERIOD 11-13-23 TO 11-26-23 S 2,572.48
OVERTIME PAY PERIOD 11-13-23 TO 11-26-23 $ 18.05
STAFF SALARIES PAY PERIOD 11-27-23 TO 12-10-23 S 21,098.42
BOARD MEMBERS SALARIES PAY PERIOD 11-27-23 TO 12-10-23 ) 2,572.48

TOTAL:

204,680.35

oo
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March 19, 2024 — Primary Election
Questions & Issues
(Pending SOS approval)

Goshen Township - replacement — 4.5 mills -5 years — fire & EMS.

Goshen Local School District — bond issue — 2.9 mills — 35 years — new construction,
improvements, and renovations

Williamsburg Local School District — renewal — 5.35 mills — 5 years — avoiding an
operating deficit.

Local Options:

MI-Q — JAH Investment Holdings DBA Mio’s Loveland — Sunday sales of wine and mixed
beverages.

UN-O - Gilligan Co., L.L.C. — Sunday sales of wine and mixed beverages.

Overlap
Warren County Career Center — Warren County Career Center Bond and Tax —
Bond levy — new construction, improvements, and renovations — 0.618 — 30 years — =

Tax levy — additional — 0.2 mill — continuing period of time — general permanent
improvements. s



Cherie Wilson

From: Cherie Wilson

Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 11:56 AM

To: ‘info@clermontsun.com’

Subject: December Monthly Board Meeting

Attachments: Dec 22 2023 chg date for reg monthly meetings.doc

Good morning,

Please be advised and post as a PSA (no cost) the attachment regarding the rescheduled Decenﬁber monthly board
meeting. '

My direct phone number is 732-7485 if you have any questions.
Thank you!

Cherie Wilson, Administrative Support Specialist
Clermont County Board of Elections

76 S. Riverside Dr.

Batavia, OH 45103

- Clermont County Board of Elections
Notice of Change of Meeting Date

The Clermont County Board of Elections has rescheduled the
December 2023 Regular Monthly Board Meeting for:
Friday, December 22, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

The meeting will be held at the Board Office, 76 S. Riverside Dr.,
Batavia, 45103. '

The monthly meetings are for general purposes, including review of
minutes and finances, election status, and any and all other matters
that may come before the board.

Ray Lembke — Chairman
Stephanie Hemmer-Haight — Director



