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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE RHOME CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: Thursday, March 14, 2024
Regular Session: 6 p.m.

Regular Session: 6 p.m.
Mayor Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6 pm. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye was absent.

Call to Order and Establish a Quorum

Invocation Pastor Heath Van Zandt

Pastor Heath Van Zandt Led the Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag

Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas Flag

Honor the Texas Flag; | pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, One state under God, One and indivisible

Public Comments

1. The Council is not permitted to take action or discuss any comments made to the
Council at this time concerning an item not listed on the agenda. However, they may
make a statement of fact regarding the item or policy. They may also ask that the
item be placed on a future agenda or direct the City Administrator to contact the
individual to address.

2. Public Comments require the speaker to submit the sign-up form to the City Secretary
prior to the meeting, are limited to 3 minutes, and the form must identify each
subject the speaker plans to present.

3. There will be no yielding of time to another person. Engaging in verbal attacks, or
comments intended to insult or slander any individual shall be cause for removal
from Council Chambers.

¢ Ashley Majors

¢ Valarie Smith

e Sam Eason

e Deborah BeCraft




Announcements from Mayor and Council Members
e March, 2024, Citizens Police Academy — each Tuesday evening
e March 23, 2024, Easter Egg Hunt — Family Park
e March 28, 2024, Council Meeting
¢ March 29, 2024, City Offices Closed to Observe Good Friday

Consent Agenda
All items under this section are recommended for approval for the Consent Agenda. These items are of a routine nature

and require only brief deliberation by Council. Council reserves the right to remove any item on the Consent Agenda for
further deliberation.

1. Approval of the Council Minutes from January 25, 2024 (City Administrator)
2. Clarification of Ordinance 2024-06 (City Administrator)

Item 1 was removed, as it was already approved.

Item 2 — Clarification of Ordinance 2024-06 to reflect accurate voting location to 261 N School Road, Rhome, TX 76078.
Council Member King made a motion to approve the Resolution, Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion
passed unanimously.
Monthly Staff Reports and Board Minutes
All items under this section are for informational purposes only; no action will be taken by Council.
1. Departments: Administration, Building & Development, Fire Rescue, Municipal Court, Police and Public Works
{Department Heads).

Public Hearing
1. Rhome City Council is to conduct a Public Hearing to consider a replat and variance request; one tract being legally

described as tract Acres; A-634 MEP & PRR 1.0270 ACRES and LOT 1-6 BLK 23 ORIGINAL TOWN RHOME; also
described as located at 250 BC Rhome Avenue, Rhome, TX 76078
Mayor Mitchell opened the Public Hearing at 6:19 pm. Shirley Mize spoke in support of Ace Hardware coming into town.
Ashley Majors spoke in favor. Sam Eason Spoke in favor. Tom Knox, the owner, spoke regarding the updates and variances
requested on the property. Public Hearing was closed at 6:25 pm.

Regular Agenda

Discussion and any necessary action for the following:

1. Discussion and any necessary action regarding a replat; one tract being legally described as Acres; A-634 MEP &
PRR 1.0270 ACRES and LOT 1-6 BLK 23 ORIGINAL TOWN RHOME,; aiso described as located at 250 BC Rhome
Avenue, Rhome, TX 76078

Council Member King made a motion to allow a non-conforming use for a loading area to face B.C. Rhome based

on the construction of the current building. Allow for 67 parking spaces at full build-out, as opposed to the 90
specified for retail areas, with an initial number of 24 being provided upon the opening of the business. Allow
the use of the existing septic system with a future connection to the city’s sewer system. The business will be
required to connect to city septic within three (3) years of approval. Allow for a combination of concrete and
aggregate parking surface areas for a period of three (3) years. Allow a non-conforming use for the existing
building as it relates to the current 15’ setback. Allow the Developer to use a pylon sign that will not exceed
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the height of the building and that will be turned off from 10:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. Allow the existing native
landscape along D Street to count toward the landscape buffer requirements due to the topography and
drainage in that area. Council Member Johnson seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

2. TxDOT (Mayor Mitchell)
Mayor Mitchell requested to remove item from the agenda for now. Council Member King requested the TxDot letter be
added to the March 28, 2024 Council Meeting.

3. Family Park Resident User Fees {City Administrator)
City Attorney, Adkins was guestioned regarding the fees charged for events. He stated that fees are charged to recover
the cost of time and city resources, the waiving of fees also prohibits the use of the park politically. Shirley Mize, Ashley
Majors and Elaine Priest spoke regarding the fees for the event. Council Member Johnson made a motion to resend the
waiver of fees, Council member King seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

4. City Events to Co-sponsor or Host for the Community (City Administrator)
Council Member Loftis made a motion to table this item, Loftis revoked his motion for a lack of a second. Council
Discussed events that the City of Rhome can sponsor ar cosponsor. Council Member King made a motion to Co-Sponsor
the Easter Egg Hunt Event with the residents. Council member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously. Council Member Loftis made a motion to table the topic until the next meeting. Council Member King
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

5. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) For Regional Steering Committee (City Administrator)
Council Member Shumake made a motion to approve the MOU, Council Member Johnson seconded the motion. Motion
passed unanimously.

6. Public Works Surplus Disposal Requests {City Administrator}
Council Member Shumake made a motion to approve the disposal of Public Works Surplus, Council Member Johnson
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

7. Bond Committee (Council Member Loftis})
Council Member Loftis recommended that the Bylaws be written for the Bond Committee, to include guarterly
presentations to Council. Council Member Loftis made a motion to request City Attorney Adkins to draft the bylaws and
bring them back to a future meeting. Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

8. Bond Communication Methods, FAQ's, and Townhall Meetings for Bond Items on May Agenda (City

Administrator)

Council Member King made a motion to approve the FAQ list as presented. Council Member Shumake seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Executive Session
Pursuant to the following designated section of the Texas Government Code, Annotated, Chapter 551 (Texas
Open Meetings Act), the Council may convene into executive session to discuss the following:

1. Section 551.071 Consultation with Attorney - pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offer or to seek
advice from attorney.
Wastewater System Option

2. Section 551.072 Deliberation regarding Real Property - purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if
deliberation in an open meeting would have detrimental effect on position of the governmental body in
negotiations with a third person.
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3. Section 551.074 Personnel — discuss appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or
dismissal of a public officer or employee, or hear complaint or charge against officer or employee in executive
session untess officer or employee requests a public hearing.

4. Section 551.087 - Deliberations regarding Economic Development Negotiations — to discuss or deliberate
regarding commercial or financial information that the City has received from a business prospect that the City
seeks to locate, stay, or expand in or near the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations.

e Prairie Point Development

The Executive session was pulled to the floor by Mayor Mitchell, to discuss the wastewater operating system. She stated
she went to Runaway Bay and spoke with Mayor White regarding their issues with their system and how they fixed their
system all with grants. She suggested that selling the wastewater system is something the city should investigate, she said
that she looked into Southwest Water, Aqua Texas, and Central State Water Resources. City Administrator, DeGan
reminded the Council that this topic has been discussed repeatedly for several years, and a bond was put forward a few
years ago to repair the system but costs escalated beyond being feasible. Public Works Director, Jesus Dominguez spoke
regarding issues. He stated that he spoke with TCEQ regarding the plant recently and the City is close to being fined
frequently for noncompliance. He also stated selling the sewer system is still going to cost the citizens money. No growth
can be taken on due to constant overflowing, and biological demand issue. He stated this is something that is absolutely
necessary to address the problems within the system. Council Member Shumake stated that grants are a great idea, but
there is not enough time for that, now we are in an emergency situation. Council Member King stated that we have applied
for grants, but the median income for the residents in Rhome is too high and knocks the city out of a bunch of options.
Council Member Johnson stated that while waiting on the grants, the fines will continue to come in.

Regular Agenda {Resume}

1. Action to be taken from Executive Session discussions

Future Agenda Items

Spring Cleaning Event — NISD - King
Growth in Rhome - Loftis

Employing 3" party resources — Loftis

Adjourn

Council Member Johnson made a motion to adjourn, Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed

Michelle Tye,

Mayor Pro-Tem
“““ Ware
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