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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE RHOME CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023
Regular Session: 6 p.m.

Regular Session: 6 p.m.
Mayor Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6 pm, Council member King was absent.

Call to Order and Establish a Quorum

invocation Pastor Heath Van Zandt

Pastor Van Zandt led the Invocation

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag

Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas Flag

Honor the Texas Flag, | pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, One state under God, One and indivisible

Public Comments

1.

The Council is not permitted to take action on or discuss any comments made to the Council
at this time concerning an item not listed on the agenda. However, a Council Member or
Mayor may make a statement of fact regarding the item, make a statement concerning the
policy regarding the item and/or may propose that the item be placed on a future agenda or
direct the City Administrator to contact the individual to address. If you are attending the
meeting via Live Streaming, and you would like to make a Public Comment, you must email
the City Secretary at citysecretary@cityofrhome.com prior to 4 pm on the day of meeting
and must identify each subject you plan to present to be recognized.
If the writer of a Public Comment is unable to read their own comment, it should be given to
a friend, family member, or associate, that is able to attend in person and read the statement
in their stead.
Public Comments made in person require the speaker to submit the sign-up form to the City
Secretary prior to the meeting, and the form must identify each subject the speaker plans to
present.
A statement of no more than 3 minutes may be made. There will be no yielding of time to
another person. Comments should be directed to the entire Council, not individual members.
Engaging in verbal attacks, or comments intended to insult, abuse, malign, or slander any
individuals shall be cause for termination of time privileges and removal from Council
Chambers.

¢ Lisa Wilson

¢ Josh McCabe




Announcements from Mayor and Council Members
¢ City Council Meeting on November 9, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
e City Offices will be closed on November 10™ in observance of Veteran’s Day.
e City offices will be closed November 23 and 24 in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday.
e Chief Debus Announced DEA Drug Take Back

Consent Agenda

All items under this section are recommended for approval for the Consent Agenda. These items are of a routine nature
and require only brief deliberation by Council. Council reserves the right to remove any item on the Consent Agenda for
further deliberation.

1. Minutes from Council Meeting held on September 28, 2023 (City Secretary)
2. Minutes from Council Meeting held October 12, 2023 (City Secretary)

Mayor Mitchell requested to remove item 3 to regular agenda. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye made a motion to approve the
minutes from September 28 and October 12, 2023. Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

3. Ordinance Repealing Existing Juvenile Curfew Viclation (City Attorney)

Mayor Mitchell requested an explanation of the ordinance update. Attorney Adkins notified the council that the
legislature modified the Juvenile Curfew Laws, so the city needed to update the ordinance to be in compliance with state
law. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye made a motion to approve the ordinance as presented. Council Member Shumake seconded
the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Regular Agenda

Discussion and any necessary action for the following:

4. American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA} Funds Review {City Administrator)
City Administrator, DeGan, provided a list of items that the ARPA Funds could be allocated to. Some of the options listed
were the electronic scrolling sign at city hall, upgrading city website, and motorcycle communication setup. Council
Member Loftis spoke out in support of the city hall scrolling sign and the website upgrade. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye made a
motion to approve desk shells for Council Chambers, electronic billboard sign for City Hall, upgrade of existing website,
CID Computer, Motorcycle communication setup, and Portable foam extinguisher system. Council Member Shumake
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

5. Code Updates (City Administrator)
City Administrator, DeGan, stated this was a Council calendar schedule for meetings for FY 24 and coincides with the
next item, Council Calendar 2024, This is cleaning up the verbiage in the code requiring two meetings per month, since
there are not two meetings in November and December, and this would prevent needing to use special meetings for
retreats, City Administrator, DeGan, stated she is just looking for direction on these items, whether council would like to
move forward with updating the code. Council requested this to be brought back to the first meeting in November.

6. Council Calendar 2024 {City Administrator}
Discussed with item 5.

7. Agenda Language Update for Public Speakers {City Administrator)
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City administrator, DeGan, needed directions for the statements to be placed on the sign-up form for public comment.
Mayor Pro-Tem Tye stated she would like a shortened version to be read before public comment starts and put on the
public comment form. Council Member Loftis made a motion to place it on the sign-up form and have a shortened
version read before the start of public comment. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

8. Open Record Reguests {City Administrator)
DeGan stated this was discussed at the last council meeting at the request of Council Member King, and requested to be
brought back to this meeting, to try to recoup the cost of open records requests. DeGan presented a draft ordinance
2023-09, in align with the Attorney General cost schedule. Council Member Loftis would like it to be reviewed before
passing the ordinance since the fees seem outdated. Council Member King’s recommendation was any request over 30
minutes of time would begin being charged. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye stated she likes the idea of adopting the State
requirements, Council Member Shumake agreed. Requestors will be notified if the request incurs charges prior to the
request being completed. There will also be a deposit required if there are charges for the request. Direction provided
by the council to bring an ordinance back to be adopted.

9. Obsolete Public Works Equipment {City Administrator)
Public Works Director, lesus Dominguez, spoke on outdated equipment to auction off. Items include, used Vactor
purchased in 2014, 3 trailers, a 1984 dump truck, and a 2004 Dodge Ram. lesus recommended we purchase a dump
trailer, and a one-ton truck. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye made a motion to allocate ARPA funds for a dump trailer. Council
Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. Council Member Tye made a motion to use the
remainder of the ARPA funds for two trailers, Gravity tilt and Tube Top Lowboy trailer. Council Member Shumake
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

10. Reserve Police Department Motorcycle Lease Agreement (Police Chief Debus)
Police Chief Debus brought forward a lease agreement with Reserve Officer James George. The lease would be for $1.00
and covered by TMLIRP for $1087 per year for coverage of the bike and the officer. The motorcycle is only covered while
on shift. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye asked if the bike is covered in competitions, since he would be representing the City, Police
Chief, said it would be, but the likelihood of that happening are extremely low. Ticket revenue will cover the payments
for the coverage. Council Member Johnson made a motion to approve the City Administrator to execute the contract for
the Motaorcycle Lease Agreement. Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

11. Water District Options (City Administrator)
City administrator, DeGan, stated this has been discussed several times. We are looking into what can be done for the
region for a long-term water supply. DeGan requested to bring back the idea of a regional water district. She is
requesting direction whether the council would like to continue to pursue the option of a water district. All of council
agreed to continue. No action was taken.

12. Petition to Rollback Tax Rate (City Administrator)
The petition to roll back the tax rate was presented by resident Deborah BeCraft at the October 12, 2023 city council
meeting. Once the petition is submitted the Council has 20 days to formally accept the petition. 96 signatures originally.
24-25 signatures were illegible or not registered voters, however the valid signatures meet the requirements for the
petition. The election will happen either in May 2024 or November 2024, staff will bring back the accurate date to the
next Council Meeting. Council gquestioned if the residents were accurately educated when signing the petition, the goal
was to allocate the funds into a restricted account for roads, and infrastructure. Mayor Pro-Tem Tye made a motion to
approve Resolution 2023-18, Council Member Johnson seconded the mation. Motion passed unanimously.
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Executive Session

Council entered into executive session at 7:35 pm
Pursuant to the following designated section of the Texas Government Code, Annotated, Chapter 551 (Texas
Open Meetings Act), the Council may convene into executive session to discuss the following:

1. Section 551.071 Consultation with Attorney - pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offer or to seek
advice from attorney.

2. Section 551.072 Deliberation regarding Real Property - purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if
deliberation in an open meeting would have detrimental effect on position of the governmental body in
negotiations with a third person.

3. Section 551.074 Personnel — discuss appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or
dismissal of a public officer or employee, or hear complaint or charge against officer or employee in executive
session unless officer or employee requests a public hearing.

4, Section 551.087 — Deliberations regarding Economic Development Negotiations — to discuss or deliberate
regarding commercial or financial information that the City has received from a business prospect that the City
seeks to locate, stay, or expand in or near the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations.

¢ Monarch Utilities
¢ Prairie Point
Regular Agenda (Resume)

Council Resumed regular session at

1. Action to be taken from Executive Session discussions

Future Agenda Items
(Agenda items are due by 5 p.m. on the Wednesday of the week prior to the Council meeting)

Adjourn

Council Member Johnson made a, motion to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Shumake seconded the

moti
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ATTEST:

Shaina Odom
City Secretary
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