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MINUTES OF SPECIAL SESSION OF THE RHOME CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020
Location: VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE
MEETING START TIME: 6:00 PM

Call to Order and Establish a Quorum

Mayor Pittman Di Credico began by asking everyone to mute their phones to avoid background
noise.

Di Credico appreciated everyone’s patience while we use the new teleconferencing format. Council
members should raise their hand if they want to speak during the meeting discussion time. Please
do not begin speaking until you are recognized by the presiding officer.

It is Wednesday, April 20, April first, 2020. This is a special meeting of the city, via teleconference.
According to our notice, the governor issued an order on March 16, 2020. The City Council of the
City of Rome will conduct a special meeting scheduled for 6:00 pm on Wednesday April 1, 2020 by
teleconference, in order to advance the public health goal of limiting face-to-face meetings, also
called social distancing, to slow the spread of the coronavirus. A temporary suspension of the Open
Meetings Act to allow telephone or video conference public meetings has been granted by Governor
Greg Abbott. These actions are being taken to mitigate the spread of covid-19, by avoiding meetings
that bring people into a group setting, in accordance with Section 418.016 of the Texas Government
Code.

We'll call this meeting to order. In order to establish a quorum, | will go down the list by places and
list each council member, when | call your name, please indicate that you're here by saying present.

Place 1 —Josh McCabe — Present

Place 2 — Kenny Crenshaw — Present
Place 3 — Elaine Priest — Present

Place 4 — Sam Eason — Present

Place 5 — Leeanne Mackowski — Present

Mayor Pittman Di Credico announced Staff Members Present:

City Administrator Cynthia Northrop
City Secretary Shannon Montgomery
City Attorney Carvan Adkins

Mayor Pittman Di Credico asked that when an agenda item comes up and a Council Member would
like to take action, please identify yourself by name and state your motion. If a Council Member
wants to second a motion, again, identify yourself by name and state that you are seconding the
motion. Once an agenda item has a motion and a second, the presiding officer will call for a record
vote, meaning that the presiding officer will individually call on each council member in place order
to vote for or against the motion.



Public Presentations and Input
City Secretary Montgomery read the following Public Presentations into the record:

1. Deborah BeCraft, 360 West Second, Rhome, Texas:

e |t is requested that the three candidates recluse themselves from voting on the election since this directly effects
them. Going by precedence that has been set by this council they should leave the room and not be involved in the
discussion.

e Sam Eason should be recusing himself from voting on anything to do with the Park and Recreation board since his
wife is chairman, he should recuse himself from voting on anything that the P & Z brings to council since his brother-
in-faw is on that board and anything to do with the fire department since his nephew is on the fire department. This
should have been done from the start.

e Michelle should recuse herself any time something for the fire department needs voted on. | know she does not
normally have a vote but at any given time she could have the tie-breaking vote, there for during deliberations on
anything fire department related she should leave the room as she has had Ashley Majors and Thomas Cannon
(both P & Z) do in the past.

2. Patricia Mitchell, 389 South Old Mill, Rhome, Texas:

"In the past, Shannon Montgomery has processed my Open Records requests promptly and efficiently; always within
ten business days as required. Since January, along with a series of certified letters from TOASE, the city has referred
six of my Public information requests to the Texas Attorney General, now pending response to the city's requests to
withhold the public information | asked for.

Another Public information request submitted on December 16, 2019 was also referred to the Texas Attorney General.
Because the city failed to forward the required documentation for review, the Attorney General ruled there was no
basis for finding any of the information excepted from disclosure and ordered the information released March 12 2020.
And nearly four months later, | still have not received the public information | requested.”

Announcements from Mayor and Council Members

Council Member McCabe clarified that the Police Department is not pulling people over to specifically check to see if they
are essential workers and that have their appropriate paperwork; the department can only pull people over for legitimate
traffic violations. McCabe asked residents if they have questions to please call the appropriate department to confirm
information prior to them spreading mis-information. This a time that nobody has dealt with before and this is the time
that we need to come together, work together, and help each other get through the city.

Council Member Eason thanked all departments — Fire, Police, City Administration, and Public Works for going above and
beyond to keep things moving along with the city, submitting themselves to risk.

Reqular Agenda — New Business

A. Discussion and any necessary action by the Mayor regarding COVID-19 and actions taken by the City regarding the
same including chain of command and continuity for City operations

Mayor Pittman Di Credico briefed the Council and audience on COVID-19:

As of April 1st, 2020, the COVID-19 virus has affected all of the normal day-to-day routine for all of us has been completely
changed by this virus. In a matter of weeks, | would like to briefly address the things that have happened, the things that
are occurring, and the things that will be occurring going forward. So, things that have happened:
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On March 12th, we had a conference call with Governor Abbott and many leaders from around the state, including myself,
Wise County Judge JD, Clark, County Emergency Management and many others from our area. At the time of that
conference, there were 23 confirmed cases of the coronavirus in Texas, with no confirmed cases, NYS County. The goal
at that point, was the potential spread of the virus. At the City Council meeting that night, the City issued a statement
that all public meetings and scheduled events for the month of March would be canceled, as well as implementing social
distancing of city facilities.

On March 13th of the United States issued a proclamation stating that the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States
constituted a national emergency. On March 13th, Governor Greg Abbott issued a proclamation stating that the COVID-
19 posed an imminent threat faster in the state and declared a state of disaster for all counties in Texas.

On March 16th on a call with the Department of Health Services, they stated there were 57 confirmed cases in Texas. On
March 16th, President, along with the CDC issued coronavirus guidelines for America, which called upon Americans, to
slow the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding social gatherings in groups of more than 10 people, using drive-thru, pickup, or
delivery options at restaurants and bars, and avoiding visiting nursing homes.

On March 19th, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GAO eight, related to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation,
The Executive Order Re-iterated the President and CDC gave in guidelines, as well as closing all in schools until April third.

On March 19th, the Texas Commissioner of Public Health declared a public health disaster in the State of Texas.

On March 20th, the City Administrator and Mayor contacted local Rhone businesses to ensure that they had appropriate
information from the State.

On March 23rd, Wise, County Judge J.D. Clark issued a disaster declaration and executive order for Wise County. On
March 23rd, Wise County Elections Office notified the City of Rome that the Wise County Commissioners Court voted not
to conduct elections for any political subdivision on May 2, 2020, the uniform election date. The Court decided that it
would be in the best interests of Wise County, the election workers, and the voters to take that action.

On March 24th, the Wise County Judge, along with mayors of Wise County, participated in a conference call to discuss the
Virus and what was occurring locally. Discussion included being able to potentially be reimbursed for COVID-19 expenses
that jurisdictions may incur. As well as the state of emergency response in the county.

On March 20th, the City of Rome followed suit with the county and issued a declaration of local disaster and public health
emergency.

On March 27, Northwest Independent School District notified the City that the trustees approved postponement of the
May 2, 2020 general trustee election, and bond election to November 3, 2020.

On March 28th, Wise County’s Local Health Authority reported the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Wise County.
On March 30th, County Judge JD Clark issued an Order for Daily COVID-19 testing reporting to the County.

On March 31st, County Commissioners, approved extending the county Declaration for seven more days. On March 31st,
the Wise County Judge, along with area mayors participated in another conference call to discuss the COVID-19 virus and
what was occurring locally. The discussion centered around avoiding discretionary excursions by those who are practicing
social distancing and reiterating to businesses the importance of implementing social distancing measures at the place of
business, to include limiting the number of customers in the facility at the same time.

On March 31st, Governor Abbot, issued executive order GA-14 relating to statewide continuity of essential services and
activities during the COVID-19 Disaster. A March 31st, Northwest Independent School District notified the city that all an
ISD buildings will be closed until May 4th.

On March 31st, Wise County, local Health authority, reported the second and third confirmed cases of COVID-19 within
the County.
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So, what does the city been doing? Other than the meetings and conference calls that we've been doing and the steps
that we've been taking with officials outside of the city, the city has taken steps to ensure the safety of its staff, its citizens,
while ensuring continuity of essential services. Staff are working staggered shifts reduce potential for spread between
essential and city employees. The Emergency Management Committee is working 24 hours 7 days a week to ensure the
emergency management plan is being utilized. As well as being proactive and monitoring the situation today and planning
for the weeks ahead.

Our law enforcement, fire and EMS personnel have implemented procedures for safety of themselves while continuing to
offer critical services. Our public works is working with social distancing as well to protect themselves and ensure
continuity of critical services to our residents. City Administration is doing the same thing: some staff are working from
home when needed.

| would like to cover our chain of command for emergency management, the emergency management directors, the
Mayor, members of the Emergency Management Committee, or the City Administrator, the Fire Chief, and the Police
Chief, this is the chain of command in the event someone becomes unable to perform their duties.

The chain of command for elected officials is the Mayor then the Mayor Pro-Tem. Tonight, we do need to designate a
third elected official in the event of a critical situation, in which the Mayor and or the Mayor Pro-Tem, might be unable to
fulfill their duties. 1 am recommending Council Member Kenny Crenshaw to be the third elected official. This does require
a vote of counsel. I'll entertain a motion before we leave this agenda item?

| had an update today with the Department of Human Services at four o'clock this afternoon, and they are reporting, in
Texas, we have had 58 deaths, which is an increase of 17 from yesterday phone call. The confirmed cases in Texas is 3997,
an increase of 665 cases from yesterday's phone call in the state of Texas. They're reported, 135 counties are affected.
We are recommending to, people who want mare information to utilize the CDC website, or the Texas Department of
Health website, we will share those links on our webpage, as well.

We want to point people to wise county Emergency Management wise, county EMS for Information. There's quite a bit
out there on Facebook and social media. You want to make sure that you're looking at a reliable source when you're
seeking information. There is also a number that has been set up, or people call, to get more information. Some of the
things that we want to share with our citizens and with our Council, Mr. McCabe, touched on it briefly.

There are no requirements for carrying papers while you are traveling within Wise County; enforcement is not going to
stop you. Right now, Wise County is not under a shelter in place order, as some of the other surrounding counties are.

We'd also like to re-iterate the importance of social distancing; it is for those who may not be taking it seriously and it is
serious. It is affecting many people and until we all collectively, practice the social distancing. We're not going to stop
this virus. It does take all of us to do it every day. Serious threats and many members in our community who are in the
high-risk group but none of us are immune to catching it.

At this time, that that's kind of where we're at, where we've been, where we're going. We're going to continue monitoring
the situation currently. We're planning ahead with the county. Some of the things that would have been reported through
our conversations with the county are that the National Guard, this has had people out here, you may have seen them in
fatigues. They're not here for martial law. They're here for their civil engineering group. That's here for planning
purposes, to identify places where, if we need to be housed, overflow patients from the hospital, and things like that, they
are trying to identify where that would be, so they're looking for 3 or 4 weeks ahead.

And so, the City is doing the same thing; asking questions and readying the answers, what would happen in certain
scenarios? That is kind of where we're going in our planning. How would we handle it? Who would be here to handle it?
The chain of command, or really separating essential employees to where we have continuity if somebody does get sick
that staff are elected officials?
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Motion made by Council Member McCabe, seconded by Council Member Eason, to appoint Council Member Crenshaw as
third in command, behind the Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.

Some, some of you may have been aware of piecemeal together, but we wanted to give you an update on what we've
done, we've been quite busy, while we've had to cover what has been going on, we've also carried on normal city
operations from utilities, open records requests and things like that. Our staff has done a phenomenal job, give them this
really unprecedented time that we're dealing with, as a city. | would like to thank our staff, who are being very patient.
Thank you to our elected officials for holding down the fort and speaking with your constituents and help spread the
information, and point people to the reliable sources of information.

If you do ever have questions, or you want to confirm any information that you're getting, feel free to call myself, a city
administrator, or any of the appropriate staff that would be able to answer that question, or confirm the information that
you're receiving.

B. Discussion and any necessary action regarding extension of Declaration of Local Disaster and Public Health
Emergency for the City of Rhome effective March 25, 2020

Motion made Council Member Mackowski, seconded by Council Member McCabe, to extend the Declaration of Local
Disaster and Public Health Emergency to follow-suit with Governor Abbott and the state’s.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and any necessary action regarding cancellation of City Meetings and Events for April 2020

Motion made by Council Member Eason, seconded by Council Member McCabe, to cancel all City Meetings and Events
for April 2020, except in the need of a Council Meeting or for any condition that the Mayor finds necessary for any of the
boards.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.
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D. Discussion and any necessary action regarding Ordinance 2020-06 postponing the May 2, 2020 General Election to
November 3, 2020.

An urgent public necessity exists requiring immediate action of the City Council due to an imminent threat to public
health and safety arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. On March 18, 2020, the Governor of the State of Texas,
issued the following proclamation:

“A proclamation suspending Sections 41.0052(a) and (b) of the Texas Election Code and Section 49.103 of the Texas
Water Code to the extent necessary to allow political subdivisions that would otherwise hold elections on May 2,
2020, to move their general and special elections for 2020 only to the next uniform election date, occurring on
November 3, 2020, without otherwise adjusting the term of office, and suspending Sections 31.093 and 42.0621(c)
of the Texas Election Code to the extent necessary to require all county election officers, if requested by an affected
political subdivision, to enter into a contract to furnish election services with any political subdivision who
postponed their election to November 3, 2020, under the authority of this proclamation.”

On March 23, 2020, the Wise County Commissioners Court voted to not conduct elections for any political
subdivision on the May 2, 2020 Uniform Election date. The City is in contract with Wise County Elections to conduct
the City Election, therefore we are conforming with their action to postpone. If the City decided not to postpone
the election, the City would be responsible for conducting the election if held May 2, 2020 at an increased cost to
our residents.

City Attorney Adkins stated it is his legal opinion to the council members that there is no conflict of interest to vote on the
election issue at hand, changing the date to November.

Motion made by Council Member Eason, seconded by Council member Mackowski, to postpone the May 2, 2020 Election
to November 2, 2020.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.
CITY OF RHOME, TEXAS
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RHOME, TEXAS POSTPONING THE GENERAL ELECTION CALLED FOR MAY 2, 2020, FOR
THE OFFICES OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS, PLACE 4 AND PLACE 5, AND THE CITY MAYOR UNTIL NOVEMBER 3, 2020;
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE POSTPONED ELECTION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

E. Discussion and any necessary action regarding appointment of Public Works Director

Mayor Pittman Di Credico recommended Sean Densmore to be appointed to the Public Works Director position and asked
for confirmation from the Council.

Motion made by Council Member Mackowski, seconded by Council Member Eason, to confirm the appointment of Sean
Densmore to the Public Works Director position.
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Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.

F. Discussion and any necessary action regarding approval of water capacity for initial phase of Rolling V

Mayor Pittman Di Credico stated that Rolling V is ready to begin construction and are requesting a water capacity
confirmation. City Attorney Adkins confirmed that the letter was reviewed by the City Engineer, who validated the
numbers.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico also confirmed that it is the responsibility of Rolling V to provide the infrastructure, the City is
responsible to provide the water, by CNN.

Motion made by Council Member Mackowski, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Priest, to approve the letter confirming water
capacity.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

All items under this section are recommended for approval for the Consent Agenda. These items are of a routine nature
and require only brief deliberation by Council. Council reserves the right to remove any item on the Consent Agenda for
further deliberation.

G. Minutes of City Council Special Session Minutes dated March 10, 2020
H. Minutes of City Council Regular Session Minutes dated March 12, 2020

Motion made by Council Member Crenshaw, seconded by Council Member Mackowski, to approve the Consent Agenda
items as presented.

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote:

Council Member McCabe: Aye
Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye
Council Member Mackowski: Aye

Motion carried unanimously.
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Adjourn
Motion made by Council Member McCabe, seconded by Council Member Mackowski, to adjourn

Mayor Pittman Di Credico called for a roll-call vote

Council Member McCabe: Aye

Council Member Crenshaw: Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Priest: Aye
Council Member Eason Aye

Aye

Council Member Mackowski:
Motion carried unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 6:42pm.

Thank you for your participation in tonight’s council meeting. The meeting is now concluded. We will stop the recording

of the meeting and no further discussion will occur. Everyone may hang up their phones at this time

Minutes approved the 14th day of May 2020.
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