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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE RHOME CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: Thursday, March 28, 2024
Regular Session: 6 p.m.

Meeting Location: Rhome Community Center, 261 North School Road, Rhome, TX 76078
Regular Session: 6 p.m.

Mayor Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6 pm. Council Member Johnson was absent
from the meeting. Council Member Tye attended virtually.

Call to Order and Establish a Quorum

Invocation Pastor Heath Van Zandt

Pastor Van Zandt led the Invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag

Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas Flag

Honor the Texas Flag; | pledge allegionce to thee, Texas, One state under God, One and indivisible

Public Comments

1. The Council is not permitted to take action or discuss any comments made to the
Council at this time concerning an item not listed on the agenda. However, they may
make a statement of fact regarding the item or policy. They may also ask that the
item be placed on a future agenda or direct the City Administrator to contact the
individual to address.

2. Public Comments require the speaker to submit the sign-up form to the City Secretary
prior to the meeting, are limited to 3 minutes, and the form must identify each
subject the speaker plans to present.

3. There will be no yielding of time to another person. Engaging in verbal attacks, or
comments intended to insult or slander any individual shall be cause for removal
from Council Chambers.

Lisa Wilson — Read by JoAnn Wilson
Deborah BeCraft

Jeremy Finch

Ashley Majors



Announcements from Mayor and Council Members

e March 29, 2024, City Offices Closed to Observe Good Friday
Citizen Police Academy - April 2™, 9'", and 16" at 6:30 pm
April 11, 2024, City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
April 22" thru April 26" — Early Voting at Community Center
April 25, 2024, City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Consent Agenda
All items under this section are recommended for approval for the Consent Agenda. These items are of a routine nature

and require only brief deliberation by Council. Council reserves the right to remove any item on the Consent Agenda for
further deliberation.

1. Approval of the Council Minutes from February 22, 2024 (City Administrator)
2. Approval of the Council Minutes from March 14, 2024 (City Administrator)

Council Member King made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Council Member Shumake seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Regular Agenda

Discussion and any necessary action for the following:

1. Proclamation Designating April as Child Abuse Prevention Month (Police Chief Debus)
Police Chief, Debus, spoke regarding the proclamation designating April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. Mayor
Mitchell read the Proclamation.

2. Priestly Property (City Administrator)
City Administrator, DeGan, brought faorward a request for a waiver from a property owner in the ETJ. Senate Bill 2440
requires a groundwater availability certification on any land being platted or subdivided. Municipalities have the
authority to waive the requirement if the subdivision is less than 10 parts. The owner of the property spoke with
Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District, who stated the property is over a decent sized aquifer. The property
is only being split into two sections and has adequate water below the surface to provide for the necessary well.
Council Member King made a motion to approve the waiver requested for property show as Exhibit A, attached.
Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

3. TxDOT Letter for By Well Estates {Council Member King)
Council Member Shumake made a motion to approve the letter to be sent to TxDOT regarding By Well Estates. Council
Member Loftis seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

4. Northwest ISD Spring Event Partnership (Council Member King)
Council Member King brought forward an idea to work with Northwest ISD children for the “Big Event”. Northwest
ISD has the largest student led volunteer program in the Nation. She stated we were accepted by Northwest ISD for
help to get the Veterans Park and the Family Park cleaned up.

5. Outsourcing Job Duties {Council Member Loftis)
Council Member Loftis brought forward the idea for outsourcing jobs, such as Human Resources, to protect the city
from possible noncompliance issues. With the intended growth coming to the area, the city should prepare for staff
growth. City Administrator, DeGan, stated that public/private partnership work within a small city still has to be
overseen, and can sometimes become an issue with less control of their timelines. Council Member Loftis stated this
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is a longer-term plan, and is not something he wanted to implement immediately, rather, putting it on the council
radar,

6. Flag Purchases for Veteran’s Park/City Use (City Administrator)
Council Member King made a motion to authorize the use of up to $2,500 Hotel Motel Tax Funds to purchase flags for
the Veterans Park, on Memorial Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, and any other day directed by Council. Council
Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Executive Session
Council Convened into executive session at 6:53 pm

Pursuant to the following designated section of the Texas Government Code, Annotated, Chapter 551 (Texas
Open Meetings Act), the Council may convene into executive session to discuss the following:

1. Section 551.071 Consultation with Attorney - pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offer or to seek
advice from attorney.

2. Section 551.072 Deliberation regarding Real Property - purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if
deliberation in an open meeting would have detrimental effect on position of the governmental body in
negotiations with a third person.

3. Section 551.074 Personnel — discuss appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or
dismissal of a public officer or employee, or hear complaint or charge against officer or employee in executive
session unless officer or employee requests a public hearing.

e City Secretary

4. Section 551.087 —~ Deliberations regarding Economic Development Negotiations — to discuss or deliberate
regarding commercial or financial information that the City has received from a business prospect that the City
seeks to locate, stay, ar expand in or near the City and with which the City is conducting economic development
negotiations.

¢ Prairie Point Development

Regular Agenda (Resume)
Council Reconvened into Regular session at 7:49 pm,

1. Action to be taken from Executive Session

Council Member King made a motion to move the scheduled Councii Meeting from April 25 to April 18". Council Member
Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Council Member King made a motion to accept the resignation of City Secretary, Shaina Odom, effective May 24, 2024,
Council Member Shumake seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

The council directed staff to post the City Secretary position and bring back candidates to City Council for interviews.

Future Agenda ltems

Adjourn

Council Member Loftis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 pm. Council Member Shumake seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously.
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Patricia Mitchell,
Mayor

Michelle Tye,
Mayor Pro-Tem

ATTEST:

Mm Qd@'m

Shaina Odom
City Secretary
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