
CITY OF DES MOINES 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

AGENDA 
MARCH 25, 2026 

MEETING TO BEGIN AT 1:00 PM IN THE 1s tFLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
WITHIN THE T.M. FRANKLIN COWNIE CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT  

1200 LOCUST STREET, DES MOINES, IA 50309  

 
PURPOSE OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT :  
 
The Zoning Board of  Adjustment  has the power under Iowa law and  the Zoning Ord inance of  the Ci ty  o f  Des 
Moines (Ci ty  Code Chapter  134)  to  hear  requests  and make dec is ions on mat ters  such as Var iances and 
Except ions f rom the regulat ions in  the Zoning  Ord inance,  Condi t ional  Uses,  and appeals  o f  the  dec is ions of  
Ci ty  s ta f f  in  the admin is t ra t ion of  the  Zoning Ord inance. 
 
MEETING PROCEDURE :  
 
The Board members rece ive copies of  the agenda and s ta f f  recommendat ions before the meet ing.  Copies of  
the agenda and s ta f f  recommendat ions are avai lab le  to  the genera l  publ i c .  
 
The Board is  requi red to  base i ts  dec is ion on each case upon the cr i ter ia  es tab l ished by law for  the type of  
re l ie f  sought  by  the  appl icant .  The law appl icab le to  each case is  ident i f i ed in  the wr i t ten s ta f f  repor t .  I f  the 
fac ts ,  as  determined by the Board,  demonstrate that  the cr i te r ia  es tab l ished by law fo r  grant ing the request  
have been sat is f ied,  then the Board  must  grant  the request .  Otherwise,  the Board must  deny the request .  Al l  
speakers  are requested  to  focus the i r  comments  upon those fac ts  that  demonstrate whether  or  no t  the cr i ter ia  
es tab l ished by law have been sat is f ied.  Al l  mate r ia l  used as par t  o f  any p resentat ion must  be submi t ted as a 
par t  o f  the  permanent  record and wi l l  not  be re tu rned.   
 
I tems l is ted on the Consent  Publ ic  Hear ing I tems  por t ion of  the agenda wi l l  not  be ind iv idual ly  d iscussed and 
wi l l  be cons idered for  approval  in  accordance wi th  the recommendat ion in  the s ta f f  repor t ,  un less an 
ind iv idual  or  member of  the Board requests  that  the I tem be removed f rom the Consent  Publ ic  Hear ing I tems 
por t ion agenda and  separate ly  cons idered under the Non-Consent  Publ ic  Hear ing I tems por t ion of  the 
agenda.  Each appeal  wi l l  be announced in  the  order  i t  appears  on the agenda and then Ci ty  s ta f f  wi l l  present  
a  br ie f  exp lanat ion of  the appeal .  Any wr i t ten  comments  rece ived by s ta f f  pr ior  to  the hear ing wi l l  be 
presented to  the  Board  for  rev iew.  
 
A l l  speakers  are requested to  s tar t  the i r  presentat ion by g iv ing the i r  name and address.  A f ter  s ta f f  in t roduces 
a request ,  the  appel lant  or  a  representat ive of  the appel lant  is  a l lowed to  speak f i rs t ,  and wi l l  be a l lowed ten 
minutes to  present  the  appeal .  Anyone e lse speak ing in  support  o f  the appeal  wi l l  then each be a l lowed f ive 
minutes to  present  the i r  comments .  Anyone speak ing in  oppos i t ion to  the  appeal  wi l l  then be a l lowed f ive 
minutes each to  present  the i r  comments .  The appel lant / representa t ive wi l l  then be a l lowed three  minutes for  
rebut ta l  or  o ther  c los ing comments .  The hear ing wi l l  then be c losed to  publ ic  comment  and the Board wi l l  
make a dec is ion.  The dec is ion and the reason wi l l  be announced.  
 
The Board has 7 members.  I t  takes the  af f i rmat ive vote of  a t  least  4  members to  grant  any appeal ,  regard less 
of  the number o f  members actua l ly  present  a t  any meet ing.  I f  5  o r  fewer members of  the Board are present  
when the Chai r  ca l ls  an  I tem, the appl icant  may request  that  the I tem be cont inued unt i l  the next  month ly  
meet ing to  have the opportun i ty  to  p resent  the mat ter  to  a  fu l l  Board.  The  request  should be made as soon as 
the Chai r  ca l ls  the I tem and before the  s ta f f  repor t  is  g iven.  The Board has d iscret ion to  gran t  o r  deny any 
such request .  I f  a  cont inuance is  granted,  there i s  no guarantee that  more members of  the Board wi l l  be 
present  a t  the  next  meet ing.  
 
Fo l lowing the meet ing,  any person or  persons,  jo in t ly  or  severa l ly ,  aggr ieved by any dec is ion of  the Board of  
Adjustment  under the prov is ions Ci ty  Code Chapter  134,  o r  any taxpayer ,  or  any of f icer ,  department ,  board,  
or  bureau of  the munic ipa l i ty ,  may present  to  a  cour t  o f  record a pet i t ion,  du ly  ver i f ied,  set t ing  for th  that  such 
dec is ion is  i l lega l ,  in  whole or  in  par t ,  spec i fy ing  the grounds of  the i l lega l i ty .  Such pet i t ion  shal l  be 
presented to  the  cour t  w i th in  th i r ty  days af ter  the  f i l ing of  the dec is ion in  the of f ice of  the board.  
 
I f  you have quest ions,  p lease contact  Ci ty  s ta f f  a t  515-283-4743 or  v is i t  the Zoning Board of  Adjustment ’s  
webs i te  a t  h t tps : / /www.dsm.c i ty /boards_commissions/zoning_board_of_adjustment .php.  
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******* BEGIN CONSENT PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS ******* 
****** ITEMS 1 & 2 ****** 

Each i tem l is ted on th is port ion of  the agenda wil l  be rev iewed in turn by the 
Board, at  which t ime the I tem wi l l  e i ther be approved or  forwarded to the 

Non-Consent Publ ic  Hear ing port ion of the agenda for  fur ther d iscuss ion and act ion.  
 

Item 1     ZBOA-2026-000007          Roberta M Traviss Revocable Trust 
              4931 Douglas Avenue         Conditional Use 
 
Appel lant:    Roberta M. Traviss Revocable Trust,  4001 East 38t h Street, Des Moines, 

Iowa 50317. The business would be operated by The First Church of the 
Nazarene, represented by Matthew Pol lock, 2984 Merced Avenue, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50310. 

Premises Affected: 4931 Douglas Avenue.  
Legal Description: On f i le with Development Services Department. 
Current Zoning:  "MX1" Mixed-Use Distr ict.  
Applicable Neighborhood Association: Beaverdale Neighborhood Associat ion. 
 

Proposal:  Conversion of an exist ing 5,514 square-foot retai l bui lding to an “Assembly 
- Place of Worship” use. The basement (approximately 4,590 square feet) 
would be used for off ice and meeting space accessory to the “Assembly – 
Place of Worship” use. 
 

Appeal(s):  Condit ional Use for an “Assembly - Place of Worship” use in a “MX1” Mixed 
Use Distr ict.  
 
Required by City Code Table 134-3.1.1 and Sect ion 134-6.4.  

 
 

Item 2     ZBOA-2026-000008        Des Moines Prep Facilit ies, LLC 
              95 East 5th Street        Type 2 Zoning Exceptions 
 
Appellant:   Des Moines Prep Faci l i t ies, Inc.,  represented by Manuel Mattke, 7901 

Southpark Plaza, Suite 206, Lit t leton, CO 80120.  
Premises Affected: 95 East 5 th Street.  
Legal Descr ipt ion: On f i le with Development Services Department.  
Current Zoning:  "DX2" Downtown Mixed-Use Distr ict.  
Applicable Neighborhood Association: Historic East Vi l lage Neighborhood 
Associat ion.  
 
Proposal:  Instal lat ion of a 3.80-foot tal l by 15.17-foot wide (approximately 57.64 

square feet) i l luminated sign mounted near the top of the north facing 
non-frontage façade wall of the building.  

 
Appeal(s):  Type 2 Zoning Exception of one (1) wal l mounted sign over the maximum 

two (2) wal l-mounted signs per occupant, as al lowed in a “DX2” Distr ict.  
 
Required by City Code Table 134-3.1.1 and Sect ions 134-5.3.5. & 134-
6.6. 
 

*******  END CONSENT PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS ****** 
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*******  BEGIN DISCUSSION PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS ******* 

 
 

Item 3 was continued from the January 28, 2026 and February 25, 2026 Zoning 
Board of Adjustment meetings. 
 
Item 3     ZBOA-2025-000081          Keegan Jarvis 
              3123 Indianola Avenue         Type 3 Home Occupation 

 
Appellant:  Keegan Jarvis, 3123 Indianola Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312.  
Premises Affected: 3123 Indianola Avenue.  
Legal Description: On f i le with Development Services Department. 
Current Zoning:  "N3a" Neighborhood Distr ict .  
Applicable Neighborhood Association: Indianola Hi l ls Neighborhood Associat ion.  
 

Proposal:  Use of the premises for a home-based metal art  business in an “N3a” 
Distr ict that would be accessory to the resident ial use of the property. The 
business would include the use of a 768-square-foot garage for the 
product ion of metal art  requir ing cutt ing,  welding, and assembly of 
approximately 20 to 30 pieces each year.   

 
Appeal(s):  Condit ional Use for a Type 3 Home Occupation.  
 

Required by City Code Table 134-3.1-1, and Sections 134-3.9.4 & 134-6.4 
 
 
Item 4     ZBOA-2026-000004      Meric Investments, LLC 
              2503 Garden Road      Conditional Use 
 
Appellant:   Meric Investments, LLC, represented by Er ic Estes, 8501 University 

Boulevard, Clive, IA 50325. The proposed communications tower would be 
operated by Tower North Development, LLC, represented by Alex Trueman, 
4340 Stinson Boulevard NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421.  

Premises Affected: 2503 Garden Road (On parcel known as 2501 Garden Road).  
Legal Description: On f i le with Development Services Department. 
Current Zoning:  "EX" Distr ict.  
Applicable Neighborhood Association: Southwestern Hil ls Neighborhood 

Associat ion.  
 

Proposal:  Construct ion of a 109-foot-tal l communications tower within an 
approximately 60-foot by 60-foot lease area within the rear yard of the 
property.  

 
Appeal(s):  Condit ional Use for a communications tower in a “EX” Mixed Use Distr ict.  
 

Required by City Code Table 134-3.1-1 and Sect ion 134-6.4.  
 

 
 

**Approval of Minutes for the February 25, 2026 Zoning Board of Adjustment 
meeting. 
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