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Historic Preservation Efforts Maintain Not Just Our Place in American 
History but Burlington’s Unique Identity and Spirit

by Mayor Barry Conaway

Mayor Barry Conaway

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) held 
a Special Awards Ceremony on May 3 to recognize 

projects that espoused the ideals 
of historic preservation within the 
City of Burlington, NJ.  First, on 
behalf of all of the residents of Bur-
lington, I want to congratulate the 
recipients, and I also want to thank 
them and members of the Com-
mission for serving as role models 
for all of the many other historic 
property owners in the City who 

face the often daunting prospect of maintaining and 
restoring charming but quite old buildings and their 
outdated plumbing, electrical, heating, and other sys-
tems.  It is truly a labor of love for those who have an 
eye for beauty and appreciation for antiques as well as 
the artisans who made things the old-fashioned way.

Frank Caruso, Jr. is the current Chairman of the 
HPC, which is made up of interested, discerning citi-
zens who value Burlington’s history and want to main-
tain it for current and future generations.  John Hatch, 
of Clarke-Caton-Hintz, is the HPC’s long-time His-
toric Architectural Consultant, who can explain the 
fine details of historical buildings and provide practical 
advice on how best to preserve them.

Frank, what criteria did members of the HPC use 
to decide what projects should be recognized this year? 
What projects were reviewed and what do you want to 
tell other historic property owners?

(Caruso) HPC members Alma Saravia and Milton 
Smith led the charge as we reviewed many candidates, 
trying to include a range of possible preservation proj-
ects that recognized individual and group efforts that 
would also demonstrate to other historical property 
owners what is possible.

May is National Historic Preservation Month, and the 
HPC was pleased to recognize residents and businesses 
who espouse the ideals of preserving history within 
the City’s preservation ordinances.  We reviewed res-
toration projects that have applied for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness from the HPC and that have success-
fully completed their projects within our three historic 
districts.  We look for a variety of project types, such 
as commercial storefronts, commercial signage, resi-
dential façade elements such as roofing, porches and 
facades, and street-facing accessories such as fences.  
Above all, we look for projects in which the applicant 
conforms to the historic style of their home or business 
within their overall streetscape. 

John, Why is it a good idea for homeowners to 
preserve their historical properties (sooner than later 
maybe), and why is it good for neighborhoods and 
cities to encourage preservation efforts? 

(Hatch) The Historic Preservation Awards program is 
a great way for the City to show off its wonderful his-
toric assets, to thank homeowners and property owners 
for the great restoration work they have done, and to 
underscore how important historic preservation is to an 
extraordinarily historic place like the City of Burlington.  
Numerous studies have shown that historic preservation 
is the key to redeveloping our historic places, attracting 
new residents and businesses, and encouraging heritage 
tourism.

Frank, John, present and past members of the HPC, 
and all of the historical property owners in the his-
toric port City of Burlington, thank you for all of your 
tireless efforts to protect our City’s important past for 

generations to come.  Once an historical property gets 
replaced with a modern version, it is gone from the 
physical world.  Sometimes it is necessary to demolish, 
but Burlington has been more fortunate than many 
other cities in always having a strong group of citizens 
to lobby for preserving our heritage and, I think, our 
unique identity and soul.

Mayor Conaway, Councilman Babula, and members Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) held a Special Achievement Awards 
Ceremony on May 3 to recognize projects that espoused the ideals of historic preservation within the City of Burlington, NJ (Special 
Achievement Awards in text box).

Underground Railroad mural by Takiera c at 351 High Street. 

Porch and balcony restoration at 305 East Union Street. 

HPC SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD REC
 

 

IPIENTS for 2023: 
1. 305 East Union Street – Restoration of porch & balcony – Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Swan
2. 213 East Broad Street – Porch and façade renovations – Mr. James Monford
3. 102 East Union Street – Wood Shake Roof installation – Ms. Rosanne Harding
4. 23 West Union Street – ADA elevator entrance – The Library Company of Burlington
5. 116 E. Union Street – Daughters of the American Revolution plaque for the 18th Century
home of African-American Revolutionary Private Oliver Cromwell – Mr. Harry Heck
6. 351 High Street & 410 High Street – Art projects depicting the Richardson Underground
Railroad and the Bielings train mural – The Arts Guild of New Jersey as well as Chigoes
Island Properties & 410 High Street, LLC
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City of Burlington. NJ
2023 Calendar of Events 

Things for Kids to Do in 
Summer of 2023

by Mayor Barry Conaway

Every January, I’m approached by worried parents 
who are concerned that “there’s nothing for kids to 
do in Summers in Burlington.” So last year, I asked 
our staff to compile a list of summer activities for kids, 
and we still have up to 8 pages of over 34 activities in 
town or in the region, and the list is growing and being 
updated continually.  

This activities list should have something for almost 
every kid and every interest, including sports/e-sports, 
arts/culture, movie nights/book clubs/STEAM/Lego 
clubs, theater/music/art/creative play, education/lead-
ership skills/summer jobs, trips/museums/zoos/nature 
hikes, camping/fishing/swimming, reading/games/sto-
rytelling, and more.  

Please email me any activity you know of in case 
I missed something (at BConaway@burlingtonnj.us), 
and we’ll add it to the list, which will be frequently 
updated and can be viewed on the City’s website 
homepage News section and at www.burlingtonnj.us/
departments/public_affairs/recreation.php.  

Kids Fishing Derby, JFK Lake 
Jeeps on the Waterfront  
K-9 Cruise Night & Summer Concert 
Freedom Day/Juneteenth
Kids Day Burlington, Mitchell Field 
Stroke & Concussion Screening, Bible Way

June 3, 8 am to 12 pm 
June 3, 12 pm to 5 pm 
June 15, 6 pm to 8 pm
June 17-18, (TBD*)  
June 24, 10 am to 2 pm 
June 24, 1 pm (TBD*)

June

Police K-9 Motorcycle Run
K-9 Cruise Night & Summer Concert

Cancelled
July 20, 6 pm to 8 pm

July

August
August 1, 4 pm to10 pm
Cancelled
August 17, 6 pm to 8

National Night Out
Festival of Lights/Boat Parade & Fireworks
K-9 Cruise Night & Summer Concert
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Burlington Then and Now  
by Doug Ghaul, 
Contributing Historian

From a story published in the Courier-Post, June 17, 1898

New Masonic Home was 
dedicated on Taylor’s Hill. 
Almost 16,000 Masons, their 
families, and citizens witnessed 
the ceremony. 

At the beginning of the 
ceremony at the front entrance 
of the building Jacob Ringle 
presented the Lodge with a 
stone from King Solomon 
Quarries in Jerusalem to 
the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master Josiah W. Ewan of Mt. 
Holly.

Masonic Home Dedication 1898

150 years ago, 1873 
June 6, Oneida Boat Club 

organized, D. G. Walker, Presi-
dent with 10 charter members 
at the Alcazar Hotel. 

June 30, cornerstone laid for 
the new Presbyterian Church. 

125 years ago, 1898 
June 4, newspapers report 

the passing away of the 
famous Beldin House monkey, 
“Mickey.” 

June 18, Lakanoo Boat Club 
organized, with Hobart D. 
Hewitt, Commodore 

June 20, Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery dedicated by Bishop James 
A. McFaul.

June 24, Masonic Home 
dedicated (see below).

 

75 years ago, 1948 
June 14, Blake T. O’Farrow 

was first African-American 
police officer appointed. 
25 years ago, 1998   

June 2, New Jersey State 
Softball Championship Group 
1 Championship. 

Burlington 17-2 faced Mont-
gomery High 10-5 in the State 
semifinals. Burlington went on 
to defeat them 6-4 to advance 
to the Championship game. 
In the finals Burlington faces 
Cedar Grove 24-8 for the 
championship.  The finals saw 

Montgomery jump out to a 5 
to 1 lead after 4 innings. Bur-
lington bats came alive scoring 
3 in the 5th to trail 5 to 4 after 
5 innings.   Burlington put the 
game away scoring 6 runs in 
both the 6th  and 7th  innings 
for a 15 to 5 victory.

NOTICE 
The Boat Ramp’s usual April 1 opening will be 
delayed until late June, owing to floating dock 
issues.  We apologize for the delay.

High Street flower baskets
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