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PERMIT TYPE:  DECK OR PORCH- RESIDENTIAL 

 

APPLYING FOR PERMITS: All permits are applied for through the Civic Access Portal (See portal 

instruction for setting up an account and videos on using the system.   

https://www.vah.com/government/permits___licenses_/index.php 

 

Use the Apply tab to search for the permit type you need. Enter a keyword in the search bar, and a 

list of options will appear for you to choose from. Be sure to carefully read the description of each 

permit type before applying. Selecting the wrong permit will result in your application being declined, 

and you will need to restart the process. 

 

LOCATION: 

Click Add Location to enter the project location.  Enter the street number, followed by the direction (E, 

W, N, S) then part of the street name.  A list of addresses will populate.  Check the correct one and 

add. 

 
 

PERMIT DETAILS: 

On the PERMIT DETAILS screen you will need to provide a basic description of the project.  You may 

also be required to supply the following: 

• the size of the project area in square feet; 

• the valuation of the project 

 

CONTACTS: 

Each project requires specific contacts to be provided. To add a contractor, their information must 

already exist in the system, which means they must have created a portal account. Contractors are 

also required to hold a valid contractor license. In most cases, the property owner must also be listed 

as a contact on the permit, which requires them to create a portal account as well. 

 

For this permit, the required contacts are: 

 

• Applicant 

• Owner 

• Carpentry contractor 

 

If you need to add additional contacts beyond these required roles, use the Add Contact card. Select 

the appropriate trade (contractor type), then create a new contact by entering the required 

information.  

 

 

 

https://www.vah.com/government/permits___licenses_/index.php
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MORE INFO: 

Each permit requires information relevant to the specific permit application type.  Answer the 

information relative to your project activities (versus existing conditions).  For this permit, the 

information sought is relative to whether or not electrical work is included in the scope of activities on 

this project.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

All required documents are to be provided as requested.   

Plans must be a single compiled attachment – not a series of individual sheets. 

 

For this project the following documents are required: 

• Contractor’s Proposal – needs to provide details of the work to be done and the cost of the project 

• Construction Plans – construction plans need to be dimensioned and scaled. Need to include details 

on footings, any foundations, railing/heights, etc. (See next page for examples) 

• Plat of Survey – Plat must reflect current conditions of the property. The proposed structure needs 

to be shown with the dimensions of the structure, as well as the distances to two intersecting lot 

lines.    

 

If you want to add materials that will aid the reviewers in understanding the scope of work, use the 

Add Attachment dropdown to select the type of document you are attaching. 

 

If there is an “i” in a circle in the upper right-hand corner of the attachment, there is additional 

information explaining the attachment. 

 

REVIEW TIME FRAMES: 

Once placed into review, the typical time frame allotted for initial review or revisions is 10 business 

days.  Not all reviews require the full amount of time allotted for the reviews.   

 

Invoicing, document stamping and other processing activities take place after the documents are 

approved. 
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Deck Pier Sizing – 2018 IRC 

 

Prescriptive Method: 

Minimum size of concrete footings shall be in 

accordance with IRC Table R507.3.1 based on the 

tributary area and allowable soil-bearing pressure in 

accordance with Table R401.4.1 (assumed 3000 psf 

unless otherwise known). 

 

 

 

 

2018 IRC Table R507.3.1 

Minimum Footing Size for Decks 
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50  20 12 14 6 

50 40 12 14 6 

50 60 13 15 6 

50 80 15 17 6 

50 100 17 19 6 

50 120 19 21 6 

50 140 20 23 7 

50 160 21 24 8 

 

Calculated Load Method: 

To determine the load on the deck pier, the 

tributary area must be determined and then 

multiplied by 50 psf (40 psf live load + 10 psf 

dead load).  This calculation must be less than or 

equal to the Total Allowable Load in Pounds of 

the proposed diameter pier (Table A). 

 

 

 
Example (12x22 deck attached to home):   

 Calculated Load:  Table A 
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8” dia. .349 3,000 lbs 1047 lbs 

10” dia. .545 3,000 lbs 1635 lbs 

12” dia. .785 3,000 lbs 2355 lbs 

14” dia. 1.068 3,000 lbs 3204 lbs 

16” dia. 1.396 3,000 lbs 4188 lbs 

18” dia. 1.766 3,000 lbs 5298 lbs 

 

Prescriptive 

Pier A Tributary Area =  

3.5’ x 7’ = 24.5 sf  

Pier B Tributary Area =  

5’ x 7’ = 35 sf 

Solution per  

IRC Table R507.3.1: 

14” dia. pier at all locations  

 Calculated 

Pier A/E:   

(3.5’ x 7’) x 50 psf = 1225 lbs 

Pier B/C/D:  

(5’ x 7’) x 50 psf = 1750 lbs 

Solution per Table A: 

10” dia. pier at A/E,  

12” dia. pier at B/C/D 

 Calculated with Additional Piers 

(6 piers instead of 5) 

Pier A/E:   

(3’ x 7’) x 50 psf = 1050 lbs 

Pier B/C/D:  

(4’ x 7’) x 50 psf = 1400 lbs 

Solution per Table A: 

10” dia. pier at all locations 
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R507.6 (whichever is less).  Joists shall have not less than 1-1/2” of bearing on wood or metal and not less 

than 3 inches of bearing on concrete or masonry.   

 

POSTS (R507.4) 

Deck posts shall be sized in accordance with Table R507.4: 

4x4 post = 6 foot 9 inches maximum for three-ply beams 

4x4 post = 8 feet maximum height for one-ply and two-ply beams 

4x6 post = 8 feet maximum height 

6x6 post = 14 feet maximum height 

Posts shall have lateral restraint provided at the bottom end. 

 

GUARDRAILS (R312.1) 

Guardrails for decks must comply with the following guidelines: 

 1. Guardrail height must be a minimum of 36” and is required if the deck is more than 30” above 

grade. 

 2. Baluster spacing must not allow passage of a 4” sphere through the opening.  Guardrails must be 

built to withstand a minimum of 200 pounds of horizontal pressure. 

 

STAIRS (R311.7.5) 

Decks higher than 7-3/4” above grade require the installation of stairs.  Stairs must be a minimum of 36” 

wide.  The minimum tread required is 10”.  The maximum riser height is maximum 7-3/4”.  (A 3/8” 

tolerace is acceptable between the largest tread/riser and the smallest tread/riser).  Stairs with four (4) 

risers or more require a handrail on at least one side.  Open sides of stairs with a total rise of greater than 

30” above floor or grade must have guardrails on both sides of the stairs that are a minimum of 34” in 

height measured vertically from the nosing of the treads.  Triangular openings formed by the riser, tread, 

and the bottom of the guardrail must be of such a size that a 6” sphere cannot pass through.  Stairs over 

36” in width require a third stringer. 

 

STAIR HANDRAILS (R311.7.8.5) 

A graspable stair handrail is required on at least one side of a stairway if there are four or more risers in a 

run of stairs.  This handrail must meet the following criteria: 

1. The handrail must be located at a height between 34” and 38” (measured vertically) above the 

nosing of the stair treads. 

2. Handrails must be continuous for the full length of the stairs. 

3. The ends of the handrails must be returned or terminate in newel posts or safety terminals. 

4. Handrails adjacent to a wall space must have a minimum of 1-1/2” space between the wall and the 

handrail. 

5. Required guardrails shall meet the requriements of Type I or Type II handrails as identified in 

R311.7.8.5. 

 

VENTILATION (R408) and GRADING 

All structural members are to be 1” minimum clear of ground contact to allow adequate ventilation of 

structure. 

1. Solid skirting (airtight) requires 1 square foot (minimum) of ventilation per 150 square feet of 

crawl area with at least one (1) vent within 3 feet of the corner. 

2. Vertical or horizontal boards spaced ¼” minimum will allow adequate ventilation. 

3. All skirted decks are to have an access panel 18” x 24” minimum size. 

 

The grade under the deck must slope away from the house.  If grading is to be adjusted, an approved 

grading plan may be required. 


