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Introduction
5-Year Recreation Plan1
Communities throughout Michigan develop and update 
recreation plans to ensure qualification for annual Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) funding 
opportunities. 

The 5-year recreation plan must adhere to a format defined by 
the MDNR and outline priority goals, objectives, and projects 
with the potential to be completed within the 5-year window 
and beyond. 

This document synthesizes data on community demographics, 
natural resources, existing recreational assets, operational 
management, citizen input, and community partnerships to 
generate an all-inclusive map for recreation in the community. 
It describes community values, highlights common goals and 
objectives, and outlines strategies to achieve these goals. 

Looking beyond the 5-year window, this document will serve as 
a road map for future endeavors improving parks for decades 
to come. The 2023-2028 Recreation Plan will assist County 
officials in determining priority projects to nurture an already 
expansive parks system. It will outline strategies for making 
parks accessible to all and provide park designs that allow 
future generations to grow and prosper within. 

photo courtesy: Aaron Peterson Studios
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Planning Process

DATA GATHERING
Natural resource + ADA 
assessments, recreation 
inventory + community 

demographics

ESTABLISH A TEAM 
Identify Community 
Based Recreation 

Stakeholders

SYNTHESIZE
Generate a series of Goals 
+ Objectives reflecting on 

information gathered in the 
first phase of the planning 

process

DRAFT PLAN
Write the draft plan 
Complete a thorough 

review with the Planning 
Committee 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Make the Draft Plan 

readily available to the 
public for a 30 day review 

period

FINAL DRAFT PLAN
Make any noted changes 

and complete a final 
committee review

PUBLIC HEARING AND 
ADOPTION

Advertise public hearing 
prior to hosting; provide 
opportunity for public to 

comment then close hearing 
before making a motion to 

approve for adoption by the 
County Commission

CITIZEN SURVEYS 
Provide web and 

paper based options 
to complete surveys 

PRIORITIZE
Create an Action plan 

featuring priority projects 
that will achieve the goals 

+ objectives

APPENDICES
Gather public engagement 

documentation and 
comments

Community to complete 
previous grant project post 

completion forms

Detailed ADA appendix 
drafted 

SUBMITTAL
Send Transmittal letters

Gain MiGrants Access 
and Upload all required 

materials
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Alger County is the gateway 
to Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, Grand Island 
National recreational area and 
Hiawatha National Forest.
		  -Greater Munising Bay 	
		    Partnership for Commerce 
		    Development and the Alger 
		    County Chamber of 
		    Commerce, 2010

”
“
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County Description
history + demographics2
Alger County abounds in natural beauty and is a major 
year-round recreation destination with more than 80 miles 
of Lake Superior shoreline, including the Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore.  A large portion of the 918 square mile 
land area is within the Hiawatha National Forest, including 
Grand Island in Munising Bay.  There are 266 inland lakes, 
over 600 miles of rivers and streams, and 17 waterfalls in 
the county.  

The population, 8,842 per the 2020 Decennial Census, is 
concentrated in the county seat of Munising and adjacent 
townships.  Production of specialty papers and timber 
products lead the manufacturing sector.   Total timberland 
in the county approximates 470,000 acres, two-thirds of 
which is hardwood forest.  The largest county employers 
are the Alger Correctional Facility, Timber Products 
Michigan and Mativ, Inc.    

0  2    4              10mi

N

Each red dot on the 
map signifies five 
people
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Individual Jurisdictions

Alger County contains eight general law townships, one village, 
and one city. The City of Munising is the county seat and 
population center. Townships include: Au Train, Burt, Grand Island, 
Limestone, Mathias, Munising, Onota, and Rock River. Chatham is 
the lone village.

Au Train | The original county seat was here, In 1901 or 1902 the 
seat was moved to Munising. Development is concentrated 
in the community near where the Au Train River meets Lake 
Superior. The river is a popular summer recreation destination as 
well as the beaches along Lake Superior’s shoreline. The Duluth, 
South Shore and Atlantic (later known as the Soo Line) rail line 
between Marquette and Munising was discontinued and has 
been removed. This corridor now serves as a snowmobile trail in 
the winter months. 

Chatham | Chatham was incorporated as a village in 1964 to 
allow for financing of a public water supply system. Michigan 
State University’s agriculture research facilities are within the 
boundaries of the village and consume about 30 percent of the 
land area. Snowmobile Trail 8 passes through the village.

Christmas | Platted in 1940 as an unincorporated village, 
Christmas was a railroad station and located near the charcoal 
furnaces at the preserved Bay Furnace site. It hosts a collections 
of businesses and residences primarily along M-28 including the 
Kewadin Casino.

Deerton | This settlement was a station along the DSS&A rail line 
just south of M-28. The Au Train- Onota School and scattered 
residences remain.

Eben | A small collection of residences located just to the west of 
Eben Junction.

photo courtesy: Aaron Peterson Studios



10

Individual Jurisdictions

Eben Junction | Located where the Soo Line Railroad spur 
from Rapid River and Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad 
from Marquette County to Munising cross. County road H-01 
intersects with highway M-94 at this location. Superior Central 
School is located here. 

Forest Lake | Located 13 miles southwest of Munising. This 
was once a station on the Munising, Marquette and Suothern 
Railroad.

Grand Marais | Hosts a natural bay/harbor first used by the 
native tribes. The first attempted settlement occurred in 
1850 and permanent settlement during the logging boom 20 
years later. A narrow gauge railroad served the community 
through it’s boom time in 1910. Today Grand Marais is a small 
settlement on the northeast end of Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore and hosts a variety of tourists.

Kiva | Was once a small settlement on the Whitefish River.

Limestone | This settlement today includes several commercial 
establishments, the Township Hall and a few homes along 
highway M-67 between Chatham and Trenary.  It was settled 
in 1889 and named for the limestone bed of nearby Johnson 
Creek.  

Melstrand | This former settlement is found at the junction of 
H-58 and H-52. 

Munising | Munising was incorporated as a village circa 1896 and 
became the county seat in 1902.  The village incorporated as a 
City in 1915.  It is the commercial and population center of Alger 
County. 

Rumely | Located midway between Sundell and Eben 
Junction along highway M-94 and the former LS&I Railroad 
line.  A general store is the settlement’s only commercial 
establishment.  The site includes a few scattered residences.   

Shingleton | The community is at the intersection of highways 
M-94 and M-28.  Canadian National Railway’s line from Trout 
Lake to Munising parallels M-28 on its south side.  A small 
residential population and several commercial establishments 
remain in this once-booming lumber town. 

Sundell | Located 8 miles west of Chatham, the settlement of 
Sundell was once a railroad stop with its own post office.   

Traunik | This community was settled by immigrants from 
Slovenia around 1900 attracted to available work in mines and 
lumber camps.  The Slovenian hall and other buildings marking 
the settlement are found at the intersection of county roads 
H-01 and H-44.   

Trenary | Trenary was settled as a mill town and eventually 
was surrounded by a large farming community.  A small 
concentration of commercial establishments is found along 
the main street and M-67 in the town area.  Additional 
commercial activity is found along highway US-41.  A 
community water system was completed in 1991.

Van Meer | A former station on the Munising, Marquette and 
Southeastern Railroad east of Munising. 

Wetmore | Sometimes referred to as Old Munising, Wetmore 
was a station location of the Duluth South Shore and Atlantic 
Railroad.  The settlement was named for Fred Wetmore, a local 
land investor. 
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Assessing the number of people in the community and their demographic characteristics 
helps planners and policy makers determine the needs of the community. For recreation 
planning, demographic data is useful when defining recreation goals and guidelines for a 
community. The figures in this section have been sourced from the US Census database.

The 2020 population of Alger County was 8,842 a decrease from the 2000 figure of 9,862 
(see chart above). The median age was 49.3 slightly older than the median age in 2000 
of 45.0. This figure paired with the pie charts below indicates an aging demographic 
within the county. The 2020 data also notes roughly 19% of the county’s population has a 
disability.

In 2021 the median household income was $48,822 an increase of 21.6% from $38,262 in 
2010.  Between 2000 and 2020 Grand Island Township has seen a population decrease of 
22.2% and the City of Munising has seen a decrease of 19.9%. In contrast, Onota Township 
has seen a population increase of 19.7% between 2000-2020. Although not as dramatic 
of changes, other Alger County townships have generally witnessed a declining population 
in recent decades. This is in part due to a retired population settling within the area and 
limited job prospects to attract younger individuals. The increased population in areas 
such as Onota and AuTrain Townships indicate a desire for individuals to settle along the 
waterfront not far from urban centers such as Marquette and Munising.

With a declining population, aging demographic and increased household income, the 
county should consider pursuing recreation opportunities 
that cater to an older demographic. To encourage younger 
residents and families to move to the area additional 
leisure and recreation amenities that attract these 
individuals should  be incorporated into 
county priorities, ensuring a future of 
sustained population.

60+yrs

<25yrs

22%23%

34%
45-59yrs

25-44yrs

AGE |  2021
Source: US Census ACS Data

21%
60+yrs

<25yrs

29%27%

22% 45-59yrs

25-44yrs

AGE |  2000
Source: US Census ACS Data

18%

Population Change from 1960-2020
YEAR

Alger County:
1960           1970              1980               1990              2000                2010               2020

  9,250          8,568           9,225             8,972            9,862              9,601             8,842              -11.6%
2000-2020

Median 
Household 

Income

$63,498

Population

Poverty Rate
13.1%

10,077,331

$48,822

11.2%

8,842
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County Data
Michigan: 7,823,194     8,881,826   9,262,044     9,295,277    9,938,444    9,883,640    10,077,331      +1.4%
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Parks, Recreation and the Tourism Economy in Alger County

Alger County has an abundance of natural resources and 
recreation destinations for residents and visitors to explore. 
As the gateway to Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Grand 
Island National Recreation Area, and Hiawatha National Forest, 
the county’s economy relies heavily on its natural assets. 

Two of the largest exporting businesses within the county 
also rely on its forested areas including Mativ, Inc and Timber 
Products.

The National Parks Service completes careful analyses of the 
economic impact specific parks have including the Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore. In 2021 the park saw visitation rise 
to 1.3 million with an estimated $64.2 million spent by visitors 
in local gateway regions. These expenditures supported an 
estimated 773 jobs within the region. Graphs illustrating the 
distribution of jobs and visitor spending are located to the 
right. For a county with a population of 8,842 residents, 3,147 
who were recorded as being in the labor force in 2020, 773 
equates to 25% of the county’s civilian labor force. 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation also 
released figures noting visitor spending by county. In 2016 the 
recorded visitor spending within the county was $40.4 million 
and in 2021 this figure increased to $52.2 million. The state and 
local tax revenue associated with the 2021 spending figure 
equated to $5.3 million. The economic benefits associated 
with increased visitation within the region are palpable, but as 
the community survey responses reflect, there is some room 
for change in this growing tourism economy. This concept is 
explored further in Chapter 6: Comments and Issue Scoping.
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Parking
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East of Int with H 58

"i Parking lot

®9 State forest campground
Snowmobile trail
State park boundary
State forest land
State game area
Federal land
Lakes and rivers

0 1 2
Miles

±

Alger County

Manistique
Lake

Indian
Lake

Clear
Lake

Cusino SWRA

")88

")8 ")8

")7

")7

")7_8

")8
")8

")8

")8

")8

")8

")8

")43

")43

")43

")43

")43

")7

")88

")88

")88

")431

")7

")7
")2

")2

")2

")2

")2

")421

")7

")413

")413

")8
")8

")8
")419

")89 ")89

")41

")41

")41

")419

")7

")418

")443

")443

")888

")411

")411

")417

")417

")422

")440

")440

Merwin
Creek

Canoe
Lake

Ross Lake

North
Gemini

Lake

Mead Creek

Fox
River

Cusino
Lake

Kingston Lake

East Branch
of Fox River

Forest
Lake

¬«94

¬«28

¬«28
¬«94

¬«77

¬«94

¬«28

¬«67

¬«77

HAYW
IRE

GRADE

DOE
LAKE

FF
 1

3

EB
EN

TR
E

N
A

R
Y

15

RIVER

COUNTY

ROAD 451

FF

2561

38TH

I 7

JUNE
F

F22
7

6

MCCLOUD

MAPLE

RIDGE 37TH

C
O

U
N

TY

R
O

A
D

437

FF
2358

FF
 2

19
2

LL

34T
H

FF2190

LITTLE

INDIAN

COUNTY

ROAD 721

CO
UNTY

RO
AD

198

INDIAN

TOW
N

ROUNDLAKE

FORNIER

COUNTYRD 450

AMES

CA
RM

ODY

FEDERAL FOREST
HIGHWAY 2253

C
O

U
N

TY
50

9
Y

35.5

FF 25
5 9

LA
NG

PETR
EL

COUNTY
ROAD 339

FF 23
65

PE
R

C
Y

RESERVO
IR

DAM

COUNTY

ROAD
445

H 58

R
APID

R
I VER

TR
U

C
K

S
A

N
D

R
IV

E
R

FOXRIVER

16
M

ILE
LA

KE

SEEGANS

15.5

SUNKEN
LAKE

SENEY

REFUGE

33

RD

H 58

SUNRISE

GRADE

O
LD

SE
N

EY

36TH

COUNTY

ROAD 401

FF
21

84

M
IN

ER
S

C
AS

TL
E

FF 22
92

23

X.
75

FF
2268

DRIGGS
RIVER

CO
UNTY

RO
AD 523

COUNTY
ROAD 436

FF
22

66

COUNTY
ROAD

454

FF2193

KO
SK

I

RO
CK

R
IV

ER

STA
R

FEDERAL FOREST

ROAD
2217

OLD
CCI

42.5

ST
O

N
E

COUNTY
ROAD 640

W
ALSH

G
R

AD
E

FF2483

HIGHWATER

TRUCK

SANDY

26

M
IN

K
FAR

M

FIRE
TOW

ER

42ND

CO
UN

TY
RO

AD
72

0

BLAN
E

Y

JC
T G

R
AD

E

C
O

U
N

T Y
R

O
AD

5 31

FORD
LAKE

BASS
LAK E

ADAMS

C
O

U
NTY

RO
AD

448

ONOTA AU
TRAIN

COUNTY

ROAD 58

D
D

C
O

U
N

TY
R

O
AD

44
9

CLEAR
LAKE

£¤41

£¤2

Steuben

Germfask

Seney

UP8,
UP88[1]

Chatham

Laughing
Whitefish Falls
State Park

Wagner Falls
Scenic Site

Munising

Updated: 12/6/2022

Michigan.gov/Snowmobiling

Michigan
Department of
Natural Resources

Transportation + Trails
Highways M-28, M-94, US-41 and M-67 are the most heavily 
traveled roadways in the county. Highway M-77 and Federal Forest 
Highway 13 are vital links to northern and southern parts of the 
county. Total state trunkline mileage within the county is 105.4 
miles. As illustrated in the map, these highways link communities to 
recreation destinations and other places of interest. 

The county houses a wealth of snowmobile and orv trails and a 
spectacular section of the North Country Trail which is also part of 
the Iron Belle Trail. Some discussions have been had regarding the 
potential extension of the Iron Ore Heritage Trail that runs through 
Marquette County into Alger County where it could potentially link 
many of the Alger County communities with a multi-modal hard 
surface non-motorized trail.

County-wide public transportation is provided by the Alger County 
Transportation Authority (ALTRAN). Dial-a-ride service is available 7 
days a week and a weekday shuttle transports passengers between 
Munising and Marquette 3 times a day. AlTran also provides a 
monthly shopping shuttle from Grand Marais to Marquette. Senior 
citizens are the most frequent users on the shuttles with some 
Northern Michigan University students also utilizing the shuttle for 
their commute. 

Hanley Field in Munising Township hosts a 4,000 foot turf runway 
and is operated seasonally from May 1st through October 15th. It 
is licensed by the Michigan Department of Transportation, Bureau 
of Aeronautics as a ”general utility” airport. Burt Township hosts a 
“basic utility” airport with two turf runways.Snowmobile Trails
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Administrative Structure
staffing3 Alger County does not currently have a parks and 

recreation program although there are several other 
natural resource and recreation oriented organizations 
within the county including: the Alger Parks and Recreation 
Department, Alger Conservation District, and Alger County 
Fair Board. 

The Board of Commissioners serves as the decision 
making body for recreation planning related efforts. 

County 
Commissioners

Organizational Charts: 
related alger county based organizations

Executive 
Board

County Fair 
Board

APRD board
(Representatives from 

Munising Township, Grand 
Island Township, and the 

City of Munising with 
Ex-officio members from 
Munising Public Schools, 

U.S. Forest Service, 
National Park Service, and 

Michigan DNR)

Board of 
Directors

Full and 
part-time 

staff

Full and 
part-time staff

As a comparison, Menominee, Marquette, Delta and 
Dickinson Counties each have county park properties 
they own and manage. A chart illustrating these 
county parks and recreation program’s organizational 
structures is on the following page. By using these 
adjacent county organizations and existing parks and 
recreation related organizations within Alger County as 
guides and partners, the county has the potential to 
develop its own park and recreation organization that 
reflects the needs and desires of its residents.



Senior 
Planners
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County 
Commissioners

County 
Administrator

Parks 
and Recreation 

Committee

Park Rangers 
+ Office Manager

Building/
Grounds/Parks 

Department Manager

Seasonal 
Park Employees

Menominee County Organizational Chart

Marquette County Organizational Chart
County 

Commissioners

County 
Administration

Facilities 
Manager

Planning 
Manager

Service 
Worker

Mechanics

Park 
Harbor Manager

Planning 
Commission

Forestry 
Commission

Resource 
Management

Planners

Delta County Organizational Chart
County 

Commissioners

Parks & 
Recreation 
Commission

Parks Manager

Part-
time/Seasonal 

Employees

Independent 
Contractors

Volunteers

County 
Commissioners

County 
Controller 

Fumee Lake 
Commission

Park Manager

Planning 
Commission

Dickinson County Organizational Chart

Seasonal 
Employees

Delta County manages its recreational facilities utilizing county 
staff, contractors and volunteers. Facility and operational oversight 
is done by a ten member commission: the Delta County Parks and 
Recreation Commission empowered by the Delta County Board of 
Commissioner Resolution adopted in 2007. The Recreation Commission 
oversees the planning and implementation of capital improvement 
projects, operation and maintenance of facilities, and has the ability to 
acquire real property. It also accepts grants, develops park rules, charges 
fees, and may enter into contracts (except for sale or lease of property).

Marquette County recreation facilities are the responsibility 
of the Resource Management and Development Department Planning 
Division. The departments allocates 1.8 staff to Perkins Park, 0.24 to 
the Harbor, 0.31 to Sugar Loaf, and 0.10 to Little Trout Lake. Other staff 
from the Facilities and Building Code Divisions are available to assist 
when necessary. The Marquette County Planning Commission assists 
in the development of the recreation plan. Once the plan is created 
they assist with the implementation primarily by recommending grant 
applications to the County Board. 

Dickinson County’s parks system is governed by the 
Dickinson County Board of Commissioners (Parks Committee) under 
1965 Public Act 261. The board establishes park related policies, 
approves the annual budget and appropriates funds for operational and 
capital improvement projects. The Fumee Lake Commission (a 501(c)3 
non-profit corporation provides general oversight of the county owned 
Fumee Lake Natural Area. The Planning Commission develops and 
recommends policy relating to recreational and other land use related 
capital expenditures including the development of land use policies for 
the county bike path.

Menominee County established a Parks and Recreation 
Committee under Public Act 156 of 1917. The committee consists of seven 
members appointed by the Menominee County Board of Commissioners. 
Two county commissioners are appointed to the committee, along with 
five citizen members. The Committee is advises the County Board of 
Commissioners and County Administrator on issues and concerns of the 
county park system. The day to day operations of the county parks are 
managed by the Parks and Recreation Department, supervised by the 
County Administrator.
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The median level of operating 
expenditures is $7,823 per acre of 
park and non-park sites managed by 
the agency.

The typical park and recreation 
agency spends $102,530 in annual 
operating expenditures for each 
employee.

At the typical park and recreation 
agency, staffing costs account for 
54% of the operating budget.

Operating 
Expenditures 

per Acre

Operating 
Expenditures 

per FTE

Distribution 
of Operating 
Expenditures

2+58+25+9+2+4+p
2%

9%

58%

25%

Sources of Operating Expenditures for 
Jurisdiction Population between 20,000-49,999

General Fund Tax Support
Earned/Generated Revenue
Dedicated Levies
Other Dedicated Taxes
Grants
Other
Sponsorships

2%4%

*Findings from the 2022 NRPA Agency Performance Review uses survey 
data gathered from 2019-2021 by NRPA Park Metrics

2022	NRPA	Agency	Performance	Review:	Park	Facilities,	Programming,	Responsibilities
and	Staffing

*Outdoor	Park	and	Rec

Facilities-	Prevalence

and	Population	per	Faci..

*Indoor	Park	and	Rec

Facilities-	Prevalence	and

Population	per	Facility					*Mil..

*Programming	Offered

*Targeted	Programs

*Key	Responsibilities	of	Parks

and	Recreation

*Full-time	Equivalent

Employees	(FTEs)

*FTEs	per	10,000	Residents		..

*Findings	from	the	2022	NRPA	Agency	Performance	Review	uses	survey	data	gathered	from	2019-2021	by	NRPA	Park	Metrics.

www.NRPA.org/A..

Jurisdiction	Population

	All	Agencies Less	than	20,000 20,000	to	49,999 50,000	to	99,999
100,000	to

250,000
Over	250,000

Operate	and	maintain	park	sites

Operate	and	maintain	indoor	facilities

Conduct	jurisdiction	wide	special	events

Operate	and	maintain	non-park	sites

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract	outdoor

swim	facilities/water	parks

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract	racquet

sport	activities/courts/facilities

Administer	or	manage	tournament/event

quality	outdoor	sports	complexes

Administer	community	gardens

Manage	large	performance	outdoor

amphitheaters

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract	tourism

attractions

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract	golf

courses

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract	indoor

swim	facilities/water	parks

Maintain	or	manage	beaches	(inclusive

of	all	waterbody	types)

Administer	or	manage	farmer's	markets

Maintain,	manage	or	lease	indoor

performing	arts	center

Administer	or	manage	tournament/event

quality	indoor	sports	complexes

Operate,	maintain,	or	contract

campgrounds

Operate,	maintain	or	contract	marinas

Administer	or	manage	professional	or

college-type	stadium/arena/racetrack

Manage	or	maintain	fairgrounds 13%

22%

23%

50%

30%

24%

24%

32%

42%

61%

60%

50%

55%

70%

67%

74%

72%

80%

95%

98%

8%

12%

15%

22%

18%

28%

16%

25%

35%

53%

43%

49%

47%

67%

67%

82%

81%

88%

92%

97%

5%

9%

8%

7%

22%

25%

26%

21%

40%

36%

30%

43%

47%

64%

73%

70%

67%

82%

95%

99%

3%

5%

6%

8%

19%

18%

24%

21%

32%

28%

31%

32%

50%

53%

56%

65%

69%

83%

90%

97%

5%

2%

7%

12%

12%

10%

16%

15%

19%

13%

25%

21%

32%

35%

58%

51%

62%

75%

85%

98%

6%

9%

11%

18%

20%

20%

21%

22%

32%

36%

36%

37%

45%

56%

63%

67%

69%

81%

91%

98%

Key	Responsibilities	Of	Parks	and	Recreation Select	a	demographic:

Jurisdiction	Population

Key Responsibilities 
of Parks + Recreation 
Organizations

The National Recreation And Park 
Association [NRPA] has assembled 
a 2022 Agency Performance 
Review featuring park metrics 
from communities throughout the 
nation. The goal of this document is 
to help local park systems identify 
the optimal mix of facilities and 
programming for their community. 

Key 2022 findings are listed below:

20
22

 K
EY

 F
IN

D
ING


S

95% of 
Park + Recreation 
Agencies have Playgrounds

10.4  acres 
of parkland for 

every 1,000 
residents

Residents per Park:

2,323 

Full-Time Equivalent 
Employees (FTEs) per 

10,000 Residents:

8.9
Annual Operating 

Expenditures
per Capita:

$93.01
14  miles of 

silent sport trails

Key programming activities 
include themed special events, 
social recreation events, team 
sports, fitness enhancements 
classes, and health + wellness 
education.

national recreation and park association
a resource for community recreation and park organizations



PARKS + RECREATION BUDGET | 2016-2020

   2016               2017                2018             2019             2020               
$0                  $12,667             $0               $0                 $0              
$225,374     $233,799      $262,609     $259,656    $295,057  

County Appropriation

$197,904     $246,466      $235,530     $213,801     $283,311    Expenditures

Revenue

Source: Menominee County Audit Reports
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Although Alger County itself does not have a formal parks and 
recreation department and budget, parks and recreation are 
ingrained in almost all facets of the Alger County way of life.  As 
the county considers the potential of formalizing and developing 
a parks and recreation program an annual budget must also be 
discussed. The previous page highlights key findings from the 2022 
National Recreation and Park Association Agency Performance 
review. This review summarizes data received from park and 
recreation agencies of all sizes throughout the US. 

Closer to home, the chart below features revenue and expenditures 
from neighboring county parks and recreation programs.

FUNDING

Menominee County

PARKS + RECREATION BUDGET | 2016-2020

   2016               2017                2018             2019             2020           
$95,000      $46,389        $20,975      $22,062      $45,000    County Appropriation

$152,797     $133,487       $121,801       $156,597    $181,921 Park Budget

Dickinson County

PARKS + RECREATION BUDGET | 2019-2020

    2019             2020 (anticipated)           
$165,954      $116,230        Revenue

$183,127       $721,490*Expenditure

Marquette County

Source: Dickinson County Recreation Plan

Source: Marquette County Recreation Plan

*The anticipated budget increase included improvements to:
Perkins Park Playground, composting toilet and docking system, new yurts, cabin furnace replacement, 
improved storm water management and shoreline erosion control, replacing water heater and fuel pump 
at Big Bay Harbor and improvements to Sugar Loaf parking and trailhead area.

Menominee County balances out its 
revenues and expenditures for the most part. User 
fees including park passes and camping fees as well as 
grant funds support the parks and recreation related 
expenditures.

Dickinson County primarily uses general 
funds and camping fees to support recreation and 
capital improvement endeavors. 

Marquette  County funding is provided 
by the Marquette County Forest and Recreation Fund. 
Revenues in support of recreation include: Timber 
sales from county forest, User fees generated by 
campers at Perkins Park and boaters at Big Bay Harbor 
and Grants.



The Grand Sable Dunes 
within PRNL are among the 
best examples of perched 
dunes within the world. 
These dunes form on top of 
existing coastal bluffs. They 
contain rare plant species. 

Post glacial age (10,000 
years ago) and at the end of 
the last high water period 
(4,000-6,000 years ago) 
the rocky cliff face left by 
glaciers was eroded and 
sand-sized material was 
blown on shore left to 
settle on top of the bluff.  
These sands are constantly 
shifting and reshaping the 
landscape.2

Arguably the most 
spectacular landform 
within Alger County are the 
50-200 foot multicolored 
sandstone cliffs rising 
up out of Lake Superior’s 
waters along Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore. 
As noted in the previous 
chapter, over a million 
visitors flock to the region 
to catch a glimpse of these 
impressive formations.

Alger County is home to a diverse array of natural areas. Here, landscape typologies are utilized to showcase the various landforms 
influenced by terrain, soils, exposure and vegetation. By developing a clear understanding of what landscapes the county has and 
where they are located a more holistic understanding of the region is generated. Recreation opportunities, preferred connections 
between typologies, and preservation priorities begin to emerge allowing communities to formulate a vision for the ideal 
future landscape. Striking the right balance of development and preservation of natural resources within a community is key to 
maintaining a long lasting beautiful place for generations to explore and appreciate.

Pictured Rocks
Inland Lakes + 
Stream Corridors Wetlands Perched DunesBeachfront

The sandy shoreline 
envelops much of Lake 
Superior’s coastline 
providing a sandy summer 
paradise for residents and 
visitors alike. 

Inland lakes dot the 
landscape providing a 
haven for many different 
plant and animal species 
as well as spaces for 
fishing, birding, hiking, 
paddling, camping  and 
sightseeing. Stream and 
river corridors serve as 
greenways connecting 
parks and natural areas 
throughout the county. 
They are also sightseeing 
destinations, featuring 
many of the upper 
peninsula’s most popular 
waterfalls.

A combination of poorly 
draining soil types, bedrock 
close to the surface, and 
drainage depressions 
formed by glaciers provide 
an abundance of wetlands 
within Alger County. These 
areas contain a variety 
of plants including wood 
sorrel, northern dewberry, 
sphagnum moss, sedges, 
dogwood and various 
wildflower species.1
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Natural Environment
landscape typologies4



Conifer Forest Hardscape + Gravel
Deciduous/Mixed 
Forests

Pockets of jack pine 
forests are found among 
the dunes and areas 
further inland, providing a 
habitat for a unique array 
of plant species including 
sand cherry, dune willow, 
common juniper, beach 
pea, hairy goldenrod, 
wormwood, evening 
primrose, and horsetail 
as well as native dune 
grasses.3

Further inland from the 
Lake Superior shoreline 
the landscape is covered 
in beautiful deciduous/
mixed forests. The original 
tree stands are what drew 
settlers to the land initially. 
Now the forests provide a 
haven for birds and wildlife, 
a jaw-dropping fall color 
display, and plenty of terrain 
to explore. 

The Lake Superior shoreline 
varies dramatically 
throughout the county. 
Its western edge in Onota 
County is a mix of sandstone 
cliffs and cobble providing a 
haven for rock pickers.

The rural character of 
Alger County holds true 
with its roads as well. 
Beyond the main highways, 
county thoroughfares, 
and pockets of urban and 
residential development, 
the roads are often gravel. 
These provide a network of 

Cobble Shoreline
Limestone, Chatham and 
Rock River Townships have 
rich soils and open fields for 
grazing and cultivating crops. 
The Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and 
Extension Center is located here 
experimenting with methods 
for crop cultivation and farm 
management.

Pasture

1 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 2014. 
Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan. 
2 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 2014. 
Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan. 
3 U.S. Department of the Interior. (n.d.). Sand Dunes. National Parks Service. 
Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://www.nps.gov/piro/learn/nature/
sanddunes.htm



20

The county’s landscape is dominated by a mix of woody wetlands and deciduous/mixed forests. Small nodes of 
development include the City of Munising, AuTrain, Grand Marais, Wetmore and the Village of Chatham. Arable lands are 
concentrated in the southwestern section of the county with lakes and rivers dotting much of the landscape.
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Wildlife
Deer, bear, moose, and other smaller mammals, birds and 
amphibians call Alger County home. An abundance of 
vegetation provides food and shelter for these residents.

The Information for Planning and Consultation site hosted 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service notes the potential 
existence of several threatened and endangered species 
within the Upper Peninsula.  Measures taken to preserve 
habitat and accommodate these species are critical to 
maintaining their existence. Water levels along the coastline 
can impact nesting sites for Piping Plover and Red Knot.  Lynx 
live in boreal forests that often receive heavy snowfall and 
are home to snowshoe hare. White nose syndrome threatens 
the Northern Long-eared Bat. The biggest culprit threatening 
the Monarchs seems to be the disappearance of milkweed. 
It is critical communities consider these threatened and 
endangered species when planning for development. 		
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Geology + Soils
Geology and soils provide the foundation for all forms of 
life and its related activities. Soil type can help predict 
performance such as water infiltration, erosion potential and 
vegetation growth. Generating an understanding of these 
baseline layers is critical to developing a well rounded and 
feasible vision for future development and preservation 
measures.

The maps on the following pages were generated by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and illustrate soil 
properties of particular interest including, erosion potential, 
drainage type, arable lands and hydrology. 

Erosion along Burt Township’s Shoreline

Topography
Topography also influences development and recreation 
patterns. The steepest slopes in Alger County occur along 
Lake Superior’s shoreline providing spectacular vistas 
but challenging sites to develop. These areas, including 
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, have capitalized on 
the spectacular nature of these areas, providing access for 
recreationists and preserving the vistas for future generations 
to witness. Other activities that capitalize on undulating 
and steep terrain include skiing, hiking, mountain biking and 
climbing. Motorized trails also criss cross the landscape 
providing access to spectacular lake views and waterfalls. A 
map illustrating the topography of the county is featured on 
page 24.
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Soil Hydrology
When rain falls over land, a portion of it runs off into stream 
channels and storm water systems while the remainder infiltrates 
into the soil or returns to the atmosphere directly through 
evaporation.

Physical properties of soil affect the rate that water is absorbed 
and the amount of runoff produced by a storm. Hydrologic soil 
group provides an index of the rate that water infiltrates a soil.
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The seven classes of hydrologic soil groups:
Group A - Deep, well drained sands or gravelly sands 
with high infiltration and low runoff rates.
Group B - Deep well drained soils with a moderately fine 
to moderately coarse texture and a moderate rate of 
infiltration and runoff.
Group C - With a layer that impedes the downward 
movement of water or fine textured soils and a slow rate 
of infiltration.
Group D - With a very slow infiltration rate and high 
runoff potential. This group is composed of clays that 
have a high shrink-swell potential, soils with a high water 
table, soils that have a clay pan or clay layer at or near the 
surface, and soils that are shallow over nearly impervious 
material.
Group A/D - Have a very slow infiltration rate due to a 
high water table but will have high infiltration and low 
runoff rates if drained.
Group B/D - Have a very slow infiltration rate due 
to a high water table but will have a moderate rate of 
infiltration and runoff if drained.
Group C/D - Have a very slow infiltration rate due to a 
high water table but will have a slow rate of infiltration if 
drained.



of the following characteristics: low or very low 
saturated hydraulic conductivity, a high water 
table, additional water from seepage, or nearly 
continuous rainfall.

Poorly drained: Water is removed so slowly that the 
soil is wet at shallow depths periodically during the 
growing season or remains wet for long periods. 
Free water is commonly at or near the surface long 
enough during the growing season so that most 
mesophytic crops cannot be grown, unless the 
soil is artificially drained. The soil, however, is not 
continuously wet directly below plow-depth. 

Very poorly drained: Water is removed from the soil 
so slowly that free water remains at or very near 
the ground surface during much of the growing 
season. Unless the soil is artificially drained, most 
mesophytic crops cannot be grown. The soils 
are commonly level or depressed and frequently 
ponded. If rainfall is high or nearly continuous, 
slope gradients may be greater.

Subaqueous Soils: Free water is above the soil 
surface. Internal free water occurrence is 
permanent, and there is a positive water potential 
at the soil surface for more than 21 hours each day. 

Soil Drainage 
Soils vary widely in their ability to 
retain or drain water. The rate at 
which water drains into the soil has 
a direct effect on the amount and 
timing of runoff, what crops can be 
grown, and where wetlands form. In 
soils with low drainage rates water 
will pond on the soil’s surface.
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Subaqueous

SOIL DRAINAGE 
CLASS

Excessively drained: Water is removed very rapidly. The 
soils are commonly coarse-textured and have very high 
hydraulic conductivity or are very shallow.
Somewhat excessively drained: Water is removed from 
the soil rapidly. The soils are commonly coarse-textured 
and have high saturated hydraulic conductivity or are 
very shallow.
Well drained: Water is removed from the soil readily 
but not rapidly. Water is available to plants throughout 
most of the growing season in humid regions. Wetness 
does not inhibit growth of roots for significant periods 
during most growing seasons. 

Moderately well drained: Water is removed from the 
soil somewhat slowly during some periods of the 
year. Soils are wet for only a short time within the 
rooting depth during the growing season. 

Somewhat poorly drained: Water is removed slowly 
so that the soil is wet at a shallow depth for 
significant periods during the growing season. 
Wetness markedly restricts the growth of 
mesophytic crops [Plants that grow with medium 
moisture conditions], unless artificial drainage 
is provided. The soils often have one or more 
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Erodibility
This layer provides erosion hazard of forest roads and trails in four categories:

•    Not Rated: The soil is not rated for erosion hazard.
•    Slight: Little or no erosion is likely.
•    Moderate: Some erosion is likely. Occasional maintenance may be needed. Simple erosion control 
      measures needed.
•    Severe: Significant erosion can be expected. Roads require frequent maintenance. Costly erosion 
      control measures are needed.

Not Rated

Slight

Moderate

Severe

POTENTIAL EROSION 
HAZARD
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Escanaba River
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Erosion Hazard of Forest 
Roads + Trails

Poorly planned or maintained forest roads 
are a major source of erosion and sediment 
pollution of streams. Foresters can reduce 
the risk and expense of forest road 
construction and maintenance by avoiding 
soils that are susceptible to erosion.
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5
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) 
has developed a scale to help measure an existing 
recreation system’s park facilities and provide a 
baseline standard for equitable park access within a 
community.

A typical park and recreation system offers one park 
for every 2,323 residents served, with 10.4 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents.  Due to its lower density 
population Michigan’s Upper Peninsula trends 
toward having a higher acreage of parkland per 
resident. Here is a chart illustrating the different open 
space typologies defined by NRPA and the desired 
minimum amount of park space per community.

REGIONAL PARK

Park Type

Service 
Area 
(radius)

Size (Acres)
Acres/1,000 
Pop

Parks 
(Acres)

Uses

Mini-Park <1/4mi 1 or less 0.25 to 0.5

2.25 to 4.5
Currently:

--

Specialized facility 
serving a concentrated 
or limited population

Neighborhood 
Park

1/4 to 
1/2mi

15+ 1 to 2

8.8 to 17.6
Currently:

--

Hosts intense recreation 
activities: Play, sports 
fields/courts, picnicking 
etc.

Community Park 1 to 2mi 25+ 8 to 10
70.4 to 88
Currently:

--

Diverse environmental 
quality; may include 
sports complexes or 
more natural forms of 
outdoor recreation

Regional Park 1 hr 
drive

200+ 5 to 10

44 to 88
Currently:

--

Area of natural quality 
for outdoor recreation; 
boating, swimming, 
camping, trail use etc.

School Park Currently:
Over 1300

Park associated with an 
educational institution

Recreation Inventory
mapping

Alger County currently does not own or manage any park 
properties. The map on the following page features the 
regional parks that are located within the county. When 
working at a county wide scale mini, neighborhood, and 
community parks are not as much of a focus area as these 
tend to be located within cities and villages including the 
City of Munising, Chatham and Grand Marais who each 
create and maintaining their own recreation plans. The 
chart below features a summary of acreage of regional 
parks. 

Above is a diagram depicting the proposed radius each 
scale of park attracts users from. In the case of Alger 
County the largest, regionally scaled parks include: 
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Hiawatha National 
Forest, and Lake Superior State Forest.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

COMMUNITY PARK

MINI  PARK
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Recreation Inventory
Programming + Volunteer Organizations

Recreation programming within the region is provided 
through a variety of community based recreation 
organizations and clubs including:

The Alger Parks and Recreation Department, Inc. is a 
partnership between the Munising Township, Grand Island 
Township, and the City of Munising. The department hosts a 
wide variety of programming from exercise classes and art 
courses to concerts in the park and youth sports leagues.

The school districts within the county contribute immensely 
to recreation programming instilling an appreciation for 
the outdoors and physical activity from a young age. These 
include the Burt Township School, Autrain-Onota Public 
School, Munising Public Schools, and Superior Central School 
District.

The Alger Regional Community Foundation and Sault Tribe 
often provide funding for recreation and community based 
projects. 

The Alger Conservation District has completed many 
conservation projects in partnership with Alger County 
communities and organizations. 

The Superior Watershed Partnership and Land Conservancy 
and associated Great Lakes Climate Corps has contributed 
to various projects including trail building, providing public 
access to natural spaces, and habitat restoration projects.

1.	 None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
2.	 Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
3.	 Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines
4.	 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines
5.	 The entire park was developed using the principles of 

universal design

DNR Accessibility Grading System

Any and all future park development pursuits by the county 
will strive to achieve universal access for all. Below is a DNR 
developed Accessibility Grading Rubric to be referenced 
if and when the county decides to develop its own 
recreational facilities.			    

accessibility

The Friends of Valley Spur maintain and staff the Valley Spur 
Trails area featuring hiking, cross-county skiing, snowshoeing 
and biking trails for all ages and ability levels. The Munising Bay 
Trail Network assists with seeking funding, development and 
maintenance of mountain biking trails within the county as well.

The annual Michigan Ice Fest is held in Munising each February 
and receives support from a variety of international and local 
sponsors including the Michigan Outdoor Recreation Industry 
Office. 

SORVA, the Snowmobile and ORV Association of Alger County 
maintains and manages over 100 miles of multi-use trails 
throughout the Upper Peninsula.

From local farmer’s markets to the county fair, and a variety of 
races and community events, volunteers step up to contribute 
to the vibrant recreational culture found within Alger County. The 
future for volunteer and county partnerships is bright. 
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Alger County 
Trails and Public Lands
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Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
national parks service map
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Park Inventory
Parks within Alger County

Hiawatha National Forest is owned and managed by the US Forest 
Service. It contains 880,000 acres and is divided into two subunits, 
the east unit and west unit. It spans Chippewa, Delta, Mackinac, 
Alger, Schoolcraft, and Marquette Counties. Chippewa and Mackinac 
counties host the east unit while the remaining counties contain 
the west unit. The forest’s headquarters is located in Gladstone. 
The forest contains over 400 lakes and many rivers and streams. 
Hundreds of miles of trails are available to the public for hiking, 
mountain biking, cross county skiing and horseback riding.

HIAWATHA HIAWATHA 
NATIONAL FORESTNATIONAL FOREST

PICTURED ROCKS PICTURED ROCKS 
NATIONAL LAKESHORENATIONAL LAKESHORE

Extending from Munising to Grand Marais this National Lakeshore 
is a spectacle of sandstone cliffs leaching ‘painted’ mineral 
streaks, rugged woodland trails, inland lakes and various camping 
destinations along sandy beaches. The national lakeshore is 
managed in two zones with the Shoreline Zone, owned by the 
National Parks Service, including 33,929 acres. The Inland Buffer 
Zone is a mixture of State of Michigan and privately owned lands 
encompasing 39,306 acres. The park is an icon of Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula and is a popular destination for paddlers, sightseers, and 
backpackers alike. User numbers have been climbing exponentially 
and have risen from roughly 575,000 visitors in 2013 to 1.3 million 
visitors in 2021.  As a result of this staggering number of visitors the 
park service implemented a new entrance fee in 2022 and visitation 
decreased to 925,685.

LAKE SUPERIOR STATE LAKE SUPERIOR STATE 
FORESTFOREST

Located in Burt Township and stretching into Schoolcraft County, 
Lake Superior State Forest includes an 18 site rustic campground 
and an abundance of land to explore via fishing, hiking, camping, ORV 
riding, hunting and more. The Michigan DNR manages the property. 
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AU TRAIN AU TRAIN 
TOWNSHIP PARKTOWNSHIP PARK

This park features a playground roughly 1 acre in size. 
Amenities include:
•	 Parking, Basketball court, open field and 

playground structure

AU TRAIN BEACHAU TRAIN BEACH
Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

HERITAGE TRAIL AND HERITAGE TRAIL AND 
KAYAK LAUNCHKAYAK LAUNCH

AU TRAIN LAKE AU TRAIN LAKE 
CAMPGROUNDCAMPGROUND

Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

A DNR trail for ATV’s and Snomobiles parallels 
highway M-28 in Au Train and features a trailhead 
with an information center, shelter and accessible 
restroom and kayak launch. This property is owned 
by the DNR and leased to Au Train Township.

The Au Train Lake Campground is located on 
the southern shore of Au Train Lake and is 
owned and managed by the Forest Service. It 
is located within Hiawatha National Forest.
Amenities include:
•	 Accessible vault toilets, boat launch, 37 

rustic campsites, drinking water, Songbird 
Interpretive Trail and lake access.

•	 A very popular summer destination the 
expansive Au Train Beach area is owned 
and managed by the DNR. Several parking 
areas are provided on the north side of 
M-28 in Au Train. The dune landscape and 
sand under pavement makes for a tough 
site to properly maintain.

AU TRAIN FALLSAU TRAIN FALLS

The Au Train Falls are five miles south of Au 
Train and easily accessed from a parking lot 
and gravel road.

AU TRAIN RIVER ACCESSAU TRAIN RIVER ACCESS
Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

The Forest Service owns and manages 
several water access points along the Au 
Train River. Recent projects have been 
underway to stabilize banks, add parking and 
enhanced access and eventually restroom 
facilities. These access points are located 
along the Au Train Canoe Trail, a popular quiet 
route for paddlers. SCOTT FALLS/ HJ SCOTT FALLS/ HJ 

RATHFOOT PARKRATHFOOT PARK

Located roughly one mile east of Au Train 
along M-28 there is a small picnic area with 
beach access. The falls are located on the 
opposite side of the highway. It is managed as 
a roadside park by the State of Michigan.

NORTH COUNTRY TRAILNORTH COUNTRY TRAIL
This multi-use, non-motorized trail extends over 4,600 miles from North 
Dakota to Vermont. In Alger County the trail stretches from the Deerton 
Sand Lake Road through the Burt Township School Forest.

HIAWATHA WATER TRAILHIAWATHA WATER TRAIL This 120 mile long water trail follows the southern shore of Lake 
Superior from Big Bay to Grand Marais. 



JOHN H. HAMMER JOHN H. HAMMER 
PUBLIC ACCESS SITE PUBLIC ACCESS SITE 

Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

•	 Gravel ramp with access to Laughing 
Whitefish River near the mouth of the river, 
parking for 6 vehicles, (the site is in need of 
considerable work)

LAUGHING WHITEFISH LAUGHING WHITEFISH 
LAKE PRESERVELAKE PRESERVE
The Nature ConservancyThe Nature Conservancy

•	 The 1,728 acre preserve includes three-
quarters of the lake as well as over 1,000 
acres of surrounding wetlands and upland 
forest.  Visitors may hike the George Shiras 
III Discovery Trail mile long marked loop.  
There is an observation deck along the trail 
with a view of the lake.  

TYOGA PATHWAYTYOGA PATHWAY

•	 An interpretive pathway along the Laughing 
Whitefish River to a historic lumber town 
site.

(photo source MDNR)

AU TRAIN-ONOTA AU TRAIN-ONOTA 
SCHOOLSCHOOL

•	 Deerton hosts a small school with a 
playground that features a slide, swings, 
and a tipi. It also has an indoor gym.

DEER LAKE PUBLIC DEER LAKE PUBLIC 
ACCESS SITEACCESS SITE

Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

•	 Hard surface ramp, with a courtesy pier, 
provides access onto Deer Lake, parking for 
nine vehicles

DEER LAKE ROAD-DEER LAKE ROAD-
SIDE PARKSIDE PARK

MDOTMDOT

•	 	 Picnic area on M-28 and Deer Lake with 
vault toilet, tables a beach and parking

ROCK RIVER CANYON ROCK RIVER CANYON 
WILDERNESSWILDERNESS

Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

•	 Two canyons, Rock River and Silver Creek, lie 
within the area. Each canyon is about 150 
feet deep. Elevations within the wilderness 
range between 680 and 1,000 feet above 
mean sea level.  At the edge of the canyons 
are sandstone outcrops which water and 
weather have transformed into caves 10 to 
40 feet deep.  During winter, ice curtains 
formed by water seeping over the canyon.  

EBEN ICE CAVES EBEN ICE CAVES 
Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

Located in the Rock River Wilderness 
area within the Hiawatha National Forest. 
This winter destination hosts a trail with 
spectacular frozen Ice Caves in the winter 
months.
(photo source rockrivertownship.org)
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HANLEY FIELD HANLEY FIELD 
AIRPORTAIRPORT

•	 This 252 acre airport with a 4,000 foot turf runway is located south of 
Wetmore along H-13. The airport was transferred from Hiawatha National 
Forest to Alger County in 2019. 

•	 The runway is operated seasonally, when the field is snow covered it is open 
for ski equipped planes, and when the runway is free of snow it is open to 
general aviation. 

•	 The field is licensed by the Michigan Department of Transportation, Bureau 
of Aeronautics as a ‘basic utility’ airport.



SUPERIOR CENTRAL SUPERIOR CENTRAL 
SCHOOLSCHOOL

Superior Central School District is located in 
Eben Junction and serves as the region’s main 
playground and athletic field location. It hosts a 
mix of play equipment, a football field, basketball 
court, parking and a non-motorized trail system 
that is groomed in winter months for cross-county 
skiing. As evidenced in many surveys received there 
is a need for updates to the playground features.

ALGER COUNTY ALGER COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDSFAIRGROUNDS

•	 The fairgrounds are located in Chatham 
and feature a small play area. As noted 
in the surveys received this area could 
also benefit from some much needed 
updates and safety upgrades.
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LAUGHING WHITEFISH FALLSLAUGHING WHITEFISH FALLS
Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

Laughing Whitefish Falls State Park is a public 
recreation area with 960 acres along the 
Laughing Whitefish River in both Onota and 
Rock River Townships.
Amenities include:
•	 Vault Toilet, Picnic Table, + Benches

HIAWATHA SLOPES HIAWATHA SLOPES 
SKI  HILL SKI  HILL 

Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

A small tow rope ski hill open Wednesday, 
Saturdays and Sundays throughout the 
winter months. A day pass is $5 with season 
passes available as well.

FOREST LAKE CAMPGROUNDFOREST LAKE CAMPGROUND
Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

On the shores of Forest Lake, this rustic 
campground hosts paddling, fishing, and a boat 
launch. It is located 9.6 miles south of Au Train.
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TRENARY LIONS PARKTRENARY LIONS PARK

The Trenary Lions Park is located near the 
community building on M-67. The property is 
owned by the Lion’s Club and leased to the 
township. Amenities Include: Ballfield, play 
structure, warming shack, concession building, 
pavilion, picnic area, ice ring with a port-a-john 
and lighting, pit toilets, and for open building for 
4th of July, and a BMX track.

SCOTT CREEK PARKSCOTT CREEK PARK

•	 Scott Park is located along US-67 in 
Trenary and owned by Mathias Township. 
Amenities Include: Grills, Picnic Tables, 
Creek Frontage, Play equipment, trail 
loop, ballfield and pit toilets

MATHIAS SCHOOL MATHIAS SCHOOL 
PARKPARK

The former Mathias Township School 
park is owned by the township, while the 
former school is privately owned. Amenities 
Include: Basketball courts, Water tower, Play 
equipment, and benches.

CENTENNIAL PARKCENTENNIAL PARK

Located in Chatham and owned by Rock River 
Township. Features a small picnic area and 
wooded area with access to a waterfall.

XMAS MOTOR-XMAS MOTOR-
SPORTS PARKSPORTS PARK

•	 A privately owned motor sports park in 
Christmas. Camping is available on the 
premises. Monthly summer races bring 
large numbers of visitors.

LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP 
PARKPARK

Limestone Township Park is adjacent to the 
township hall. Amenities Include: Basketball 
court and outhouses.

MDOT ROADSIDE MDOT ROADSIDE 
PARKSPARKS

MDOT owns a handful of roadside parks in Alger 
County including:

Deer Lake Roadside Park: Located off of M28 
in Onota Township. Featuring a vault toilet, 
parking, access to Deer Lake, picnic tables and 
a boat launch.

Grand Island Harbor Scenic Turnout: Located 
off of M28 just west of Munising. Featuring 
scenic views of Lake Superior, the island and 
Munising.

Scott Falls Roadside Park: Located on Lake 
Superior in AuTrain Township along M28. 
Features water pump, vault toilet, picnic tables, 
beach/lake access, parking and waterfall view 
across the highway.

Kiva Roadside Park: This park is located in 
Limestone Township along US 41 and features a 
vault toilet with parking, picnic tables and grills.
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MUNICIPAL MUNICIPAL 
BOAT LAUNCHBOAT LAUNCH

2.25 ACRES

The boat launch is located in the Brown’s Addition area 
along Munising Bay. The site is planned to receive an 
update.
Amenities include:
•	 Hard surface ramp + 2 courtesy piers
•	 Parking capacity of 71
•	 Picnic area
•	 Accessible restrooms with concrete access path

Community Park

CITY MARINACITY MARINA
4.5 ACRES

The marina is adjacent to Bayshore Park. 
Amenities include:
•	 19 slips for boats up to 30 feet long
•	 300ft of dock for broadside mooring
•	 300ft of additional usable docking space
•	 Fuel (gasoline only), Electricity (20,30,50amp)
•	 Annual slip space rentals + Daily dockage rates
•	 Pictured Rock’s Excursions operates from here
•	 Public parking, wayside exhibits + dock attendant 

Community Park

BAYSHORE PARKBAYSHORE PARK
4.5 ACRES

Situated on the harbor in Munising Bay this park 
serves as the centerpiece of the City’s park system. 
This site hosts many special events including: 
independence day, farmer’s market, + private 
gatherings 

Amenities include:
•	 Pavilion with bread oven
•	 Accessible restrooms/drinking fountain
•	 Picnic tables, grills, and benches
•	 Underground sprinkler system
•	 Beachfront area
•	 Veteran’s Memorial, gazebo, + signage 

Community Park

City of Munising Area Parks



HEROES FIELDHEROES FIELD
2.75 ACRES

A baseball field adjacent to the Municipal 
Boat Launch.
Amenities include:
•	 Storage + accessible restroom building
•	 Portable bleachers
•	 Concrete dugouts, backstop + lights
•	 Underground sprinkler system
•	 Converted to skate rink in the winter

Neighborhood Park
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LYNN STREET LYNN STREET 
PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND

TOURIST PARKTOURIST PARK

0.6 ACRES

91 ACRES

This playground is paired with tennis courts 
and situated on a slightly sloped site leading to 
multiple ramps and staircases for access. 
Amenities include:
•	 2 fenced tennis courts
•	 Non-ADA picnic tables
•	 Accessible port-a-potty
•	 Playground area with sand play 
•	 Trash cans and benches
•	 Ramp system to allow ADA access to the site 

As the name suggests this is a popular tourist 
campground along Lake Superior’s shoreline.

Amenities include:
•	 126 total campsites
•	 26 of which are full hook up sites
•	 28 rustic camp sites on Lake Superior
•	 Sand beachfront
•	 Office for registration + snacks
•	 Pavilion + two buildings that house restrooms 

+ showers 
•	 Small playground
•	 City owned facility operated through a 

concessionaire

Neighborhood Park

Regional Park

BROWN’S ADDITION BROWN’S ADDITION 
PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND

0.5 ACRES
This playground is located at the corner of 
Portage Street and M-28 in Munising.   
Amenities include:
•	 Inaccessible port-a-potty
•	 Inaccessible playground featuring slide, 

swings + structure
•	 Inaccessible picnic tables
•	 Shade trees
•	 Off street parking

Neighborhood Park

ALGER CENTENNIAL ALGER CENTENNIAL 
ARENAARENA

0.3 ACRES

A 24,000 sqft building constructed in 1985 
this facility has a commanding presence at 110 
East Varnum Street. 
Amenities include:
•	 Kitchen and concession area
•	 Changing rooms and accessible restrooms
•	 Seasonal ice rink
•	 Artificial ice making ability
•	 Rented for group gatherings
•	 Mainly utilized by local hockey program 

with some free skate hours available in the 
winter

•	 City took over operational responsibility in 
2007 

Community ParkTANNERY PARK TANNERY PARK 
OVERLOOKOVERLOOK

0.33 ACRES
The overlook is located on Washington Street. It 
hosts a view of Lake Superior in Munising.
Amenities include:
•	 Picnic table
•	 Wooden deck overlooking the lake
•	 Parking area and asphalt access path

Mini-Park



KID’S CONNECTION KID’S CONNECTION 
PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND

This playground is located on Munising Public 
School property and is managed by the school 
system.  It was updated in the summer of 2023:
•	 Fenced in playground
•	 Open from 8AM-10PM
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MUNISING BAY MOUNTAIN MUNISING BAY MOUNTAIN 
BIKE PARKBIKE PARK

51 ACRES
Situated on the edge of town along Hwy M-28 
this trailhead serves as a starting point for 
4-seasons of recreation. 8 miles of single track 
trail are accessed from this location. Snow 
biking, mountain biking, hiking and trail running 
are all permitted on the constantly improving 
trail system. All mountain bike trails are on the 
Trailforks website/app.
Trailhead amenities include:
•	 Vault toilet
•	 Trailhead kiosk and signage
•	 Picnic tables
•	 Parking area
•	 Bike fix it station 

Community Park

SKATE PARKSKATE PARK

ANNA RIVER ANNA RIVER 
BOAT LAUNCHBOAT LAUNCH

0.3 ACRES

Located across from the Alger Centennial 
Arena on Varnum Street. This property was 
donated to the City.
Amenities include:
•	 Move-able ramp features for a flexible 

layout, Asphalt surface and fencing

This boat launch is located on Mativ, Inc 
and DNR property at the mouth of the Anna 
River and is managed by the City. Requests 
to improve this launch site for kayaks were 
received from the community.
Amenities include:
•	 Hard surface ramp into the river
•	 Accessible restrooms + picnic tables
•	 Accessible fishing pier + kayak launch
•	 Parking capacity of 62

Mini-Park

7.87 ACRES

Community Park



R.W. NEBEL R.W. NEBEL 
FIELDFIELD

The facility is at the end of Park Street at Varnum 
Street and serves as Munising High School’s 
recreation complex.
Amenities include:
•	 Track, football field, soccer field, parking 
•	 Lights, bleachers, storage + accessible restrooms
•	 A mountain bike trail connects to the others at 

the Munising Bay Mountain Bike Park
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GRAND ISLAND GRAND ISLAND 
Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

WAGNER FALLS WAGNER FALLS 
Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

ALGERALGER
FALLSFALLS

Located 1.5 miles south of Munising on M-94 and 
Wagner Creek.
Amenities include:
•	 MDNR property
•	 Short walking trail begins at the parking area 

and leads to a series of small waterfalls 

Located about 1 mile south of Munising at the 
M-28/M-94 junction along Alger Creek. 
Amenities include:
•	 Waterfalls cascade down about 30’ of rock
•	 Easily visible along the east side of M-28 
•	 No safe parking options are currently 

available

An island located in Munising Bay.
Amenities include:
•	 Land acquired from Cliffs Natural 

Resources in 1990
•	 Island is accessible by private boat or the 

Forest Service ferry
•	 Visitors can hike, camp, fish, sightsee, bike, 

kayak and swim
•	 Grand Island Ferry Service manages bus 

tours of the island June-October
•	 All but 44 of the Island’s 13,500 acres are 

part of Hiawatha National Forest
•	 23 miles of trail for biking and hiking follow 

the shoreline
•	 Campsites include fire rings, picnic tables + 

bear poles, and cabins are available for rent
•	 Day use area at Murray Bay including 

toilets, benches, and grills

Accessed from Bell Ave in Munising.
Amenities include:
•	 Privately owned
•	 Small admission fee required
•	 Open from May 1- October 1

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019Page 17

9. Wagner Falls

Wagner Falls is located 1.5 miles south of Munising on M-94 on Wagner Creek. Accessibility 
Rating: 2.

• Owned and maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
• Short walking trail begins at the parking area and leads to a series of small waterfalls that stretch out 
for 100’

Figure 13: Wagner Falls

10. Alger Falls

Alger Falls is located about 1 mile south of Munising at the M-28/M-94 junction along Alger Creek. 
Accessibility Rating: 3.
• Waterfalls cascades down about 30’ of rock
• Easily visible along the east side of M-28 for 100’

11. Grand Island

Grand Island is an island located in Munising Bay. Accessibility Rating: 3.

• Land acquired from Cliffs Natural Resources in 1990
• Island is accessible by private boat of Forest Service ferry that departs from Grand Island landing
• Visitors can hike, camp, fish, sightsee, bike or kayak
• Altran provides a bus tour of the island from June 15th-October
• All but 44 of the island’s 13,500 acres are part of the Hiawatha National Forest
• 23 mile trail for biking and hiking follows the shoreline
• Campsites include fire rings, picnic tables and bear poles, cabins are available for rent
• Day use area has been developed at Murray Bay that includes:
 Toilets, benches, pedestal grills

GRAND ISLAND GRAND ISLAND 
SCENIC TURNOUTSCENIC TURNOUT

Just past the western edge of the City limits.
Amenities include:
•	 MDOT rest area
•	 Vaulted toilets, drinking water, picnic table, 

and info
•	 Short path leading to an overlook of Grand 

Island

MUNISING ORV/MUNISING ORV/
SNOWMOBILE TRAILSNOWMOBILE TRAIL

The Munising Trail branches from the 
Christmas Trail south of Christmas and extends 
through the City’s highlands before entering 
the residential area at Brook and Prospect 
Streets. A separate spur enters the City via 
Jasper Avenue. 

Amenities include:
•	 Heavy use in winter months
•	 Snowmobiles are permitted to use 

designated City roadways with restrictions 
applied to speed as well as hours of 
operation;  Requests to not allow 
snowmobiles on city streets was made 
several times in the community surveys.

PICTURED ROCKS PICTURED ROCKS 
INTERPRETIVE CENTER INTERPRETIVE CENTER 

National Parks ServiceNational Parks Service

Located in a historic building at the corner 
of M28 and Elm Ave. The site includes a gift 
shop and self guided interpretive tour. 

HORSESHOE HORSESHOE 
FALLSFALLS
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RUDY OLSON RUDY OLSON 
MEMORIAL FALLSMEMORIAL FALLS

MNA MEMORIAL MNA MEMORIAL 
FALLSFALLS

MNA Memorial Falls is named for the hundreds 
of past Michigan Nature Association members 
who contributed to the association. Located 
just to the West of Nestor Street in Munising this 
falls, paired with Rudy Olson Memorial Falls, is 
located right within town and show the effects 
of frequent visitation. Recent trail improvements 
were planned for summer 2021 leading to 
the closing of the falls until late 2022. The 
improvements included rerouting trails to reduce 
erosion, installing new trailhead infrastructure 
and upgrading signage.

The falls are seasonal and therefore can be 
viewed during spring snow melt or following a 
heavy rainstorm.

Rudy Olson Memorial Falls previously named 
Tannery Falls was renamed in honor of this 
Michigan Nature Association member. Located 
just to the West of Nestor Street in Munising this 
falls, paired with MNA Memorial Falls, is located 
right within town and shows the effects of 
frequent visitation. Recent trail improvements 
were planned for summer 2021 leading to the 
closing of the falls. The improvements included 
rerouting trails to reduce erosion, installing new 
trailhead infrastructure and upgrading signage.

The falls are seasonal and therefore can be 
viewed during spring snow melt or following a 
heavy rainstorm.

PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL 
LAKESHORELAKESHORE

National Parks ServiceNational Parks Service

SAND POINT BEACH SAND POINT BEACH 
National Parks ServiceNational Parks Service

Extending from Munising to Grand Marais 
this National Lakeshore is a spectacle of 
sandstone cliffs leaching ‘painted’ mineral 
streaks, rugged woodland trails, inland 
lakes and various camping destinations 
along sandy beaches. The park serves as an 
icon of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and is a 
popular destination for paddlers, sightseers, 
and backpackers alike. User numbers have 
been climbing exponentially and have risen 
from roughly 575,000 visitors in 2013 to 
1.2 million visitors in 2021.  As a result of 
this staggering number of visitors the park 
service has implemented a new entrance 
fee in 2022.

Located along the shores 
of Lake Superior just east of 
Munising and is part of Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore.

Amenities include:
•	 Undeveloped sand beach
•	 Beautiful sunset watching 

post, kayak launching site or 
kid’s play spot

•	 Accessible vault toilet

ALGER COUNTY ALGER COUNTY 
HERITAGE CENTERHERITAGE CENTER

Located on Washington Street in Munising the 
Heritage Center is located in a former school 
building and offers exhibits featuring local 
history, artifacts, photos and guided tours.
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ALGER COUNTY ALGER COUNTY 
UNDERWATER PRESERVEUNDERWATER PRESERVE

BAY FURNACE BAY FURNACE 
CAMPGROUND CAMPGROUND 

Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

VALLEY SPURVALLEY SPUR
Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

Hosted by the US Forest Service, Bay 
Furnace Campground is located along Lake 
Superior 5 miles west of Munising on M-28 
in Christmas.
Amenities include:
•	 46 Rustic Camp Sites
•	 Historic roads to historic furnace
•	 Large day use area with several picnic 

sites and access to rocky beach
(photo source recreation.gov)

Located along M-94 about 5 miles southwest of 
Munising.  Amenities include:
•	 Year-round non-motorized, multi-use trail 

system with great community support
•	 12 groomed and marked cross country ski trails 

that cover 42 miles
•	 Rental equipment and food available in 

warming shelter
•	 Grooming and maintenance as well as lodge 

operations are the responsibility of the non-
profit group, Friends of Valley Spur

•	 27+ miles of flowing, family friendly 
mountain bike trails including a connector 
trail to McQuisten Park; this trail (Pine Line)
encompasses roughly 80% of the Hanley 
Airport and could become a loop trail in the 
future if desired.

•	 All trails are shared with hikers 

113 square mile area declared as an Underwater 
Preserve by the MDNR in 1981.
13 dive sites designated where varying features 
can be viewed at depths from 6’ to 100’. Sunken 
ships, large colorful rocks and sea caves.
Shipwrecks include:
•	 BERMUDA, MANHATTAN, HERMAN H. 

HETTLER, SMITH MOORE, SUPERIOR 
KIOWA, STEVEN M. SELVICK- intentionally 
sunk steel tug as a dive site

PICTURED ROCKS GOLF PICTURED ROCKS GOLF 
+ COUNTRY CLUB+ COUNTRY CLUB

Located east of the City along H-58.

•	 18-hole course, 6,296 yards of 
golf from the longest tees, Par 71, Front 9 
opened in 1968, Back 9 opened in 1995, 
Practice putting green, Driving range, 
Restaurant/bar, Rental clubs, Lessons 
and Pro shop

A 28 acre park located in Wetmore.
Amenities include:
• Little League Field, Two basketball courts, 
Playground, Pavilion, Bog Walk, Kids mountain 
bike loop, and an open pavilion with an 
enclosed kitchen area

The Sault Tribal Community Center features 
a small walking track on the third floor of the 
facility. It was open to the public prior to the 
pandemic and may still be open to the public on 
a limited basis.

ISLAND LAKE CAMPGROUND ISLAND LAKE CAMPGROUND 
Hiawatha National ForestHiawatha National Forest

This small rustic campground features a small 
boat slip and fishing.
Amenities include:
•	 Fee station, accessible vault toilets, hand 

pump, grills/fire rings, and picnic tables

ROBERT MCQUISTEN MUNISING ROBERT MCQUISTEN MUNISING 
TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL AREATOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL AREA

SAULT TRIBAL SAULT TRIBAL 
COMMUNITY CENTERCOMMUNITY CENTER



42

FRANK MEAD COMMUNITY CENTERFRANK MEAD COMMUNITY CENTER

KINGSTON PLAINSKINGSTON PLAINS
Michigan DNRMichigan DNR

WOODLAND PARK WOODLAND PARK 
CAMPGROUNDCAMPGROUND

Located between Munising and Grand 
Marais the Kingston Plains is a vast 
landscape of stumps, remnants of a bygone 
logging era and past fire.
(photo source MDNR)

A very popular campground located within Grand 
Marais along the shores of Lake Superior. 
Amenities Include: 
•	 Fish cleaning station, laundromat, bathhouse, 

playground, and basketball court.

This center serves as a meeting space as well as 
an event venue for family gatherings, exercise 
classes, the Great Lakes Sea Kayak Symposium, 
and U.P. 200 Sled Dog Race.

Located within the 61 acre harbor of refuge 
in Grand Marais. Open from May through 
October. Amenities include:
•	 Restroom, boat launch, water and 
electric hookups, fuel for boaters. 

BAYSHORE PARKBAYSHORE PARK

Located in the town center of Grand Marais. 
The 5 acre park offers a 5 acres swim beach on 
the shores of Lake Superior.
Amenities include:
•	 Playground, volleyball court, restrooms 
and bathhouse, and pavilion/bandstand.

DONAHEY WOODSDONAHEY WOODS
This 25 acre wilderness area is on the western 
edge of the Woodland Park Campground and 
features a nature trail.

GRAND MARAIS MUNICIPAL GRAND MARAIS MUNICIPAL 
DOCKING FACILITYDOCKING FACILITY

AGATE BEACHAGATE BEACH
A public beach on Lake Superior popular with rock 
and agate collectors and well as sunset watching.  
Features a boardwalk.

GRAND MARAIS HISTORIC SITES:GRAND MARAIS HISTORIC SITES:
Lighthouse Keeper’s Museum, Pickle Barrel Lighthouse Keeper’s Museum, Pickle Barrel 
Museum, Coast Guard Point Park, Gitchee Museum, Coast Guard Point Park, Gitchee 

Gumee Museum, Post Office MuseumGumee Museum, Post Office Museum

SHINGLETON SHINGLETON 
COMMUNITY PARKCOMMUNITY PARK

This ten acre site is surrounded by state land 
in Shingleton. The current recreation plan 
calls for park upgrades.
Amenities include:
•	 Softball diamond, tot lot, basketball 

court, community building, and parking.
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EDWARD T. WARREN EDWARD T. WARREN 
PARKPARK

This Grand Marais Park overlooks the harbor 
and serves as a public green space with a 
small pavilion.

BURT TOWNSHIP BURT TOWNSHIP 
SCHOOL FORESTSCHOOL FOREST

At just under 1,300 acres, Burt Township School 
Forest is the largest of its kind in the state. The 
trails are popular hiking spots for locals while 
the river serves as a popular fishing destination. 
An 18 hole disc golf course is also located on 
the property and maintained by the school. The 
North Country Trail passes through the school 
forest.
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Comments + Issue Scoping
citizen survey6
A parks and recreation survey was launched in September 
of 2022.  The survey was shared via multiple methods 
including online links and print outs at the Alger County 
Recreation Department website and recreation center. 203 
completed surveys were received.

The feedback garnered was extremely informative and 
helped in generating recreation values, goals and priority 
improvements for the community. The pie charts on the 
right illustrate the age distribution of survey participants 
and the county in general. A relatively diverse mix of age 
groups were captured in the surveys submitted and nearly 
all of the responses came from nearby and local year-
round residents. 

The colorful bubbles within this chapter feature written 
responses received. They highlight specific reactions 
community members had including: 

78+11+6+5+p

22+21+34+23+p61+yrs

<25yrs

22%23%

34%
46-60yrs

26-45yrs

AGE |  2020

AGE |  SURVEY

Seasonal 
Resident

11%

None: 5%
RESIDENCY

Nearby
 Community   

    Resident: 6%  

Year Round
Resident:
78%

Source: US Census ACS Data

21%

20+23+28+29+p61+yrs

<25yrs

20%30%

28%
46-60yrs

26-45yrs

23%

VA
LU

ES
“Federal, 

state and locally 
owned land for 

public use.”
-Survey Participant

“We 
spend most of 

our time outside, 
on dirt roads, in deep 

woods, it is the reason 
for each day. Nature IS 

the value of life.”
-LOCAL RESIDENT

“The 
beauty of 

untouched 
nature, solitude, 

exercise.”
-LOCAL 

RESIDENT
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Recreation Activities
Survey participants were asked to list the recreational 
activities they participated in within the past two years. Top 
ranked activities included camping, walking/hiking, fishing and 
swimming. These reflect the activities offered within the county 
parks. It is also evident the community is eager to utilize any 
recreational resources and amenities provided. 

The draft of the recreation plan was released for a 30 day public 
comment period and the parks and recreation committee then 
hosted a public hearing to record any additional comments from 
the community. 

The following chapter highlights community values received from 
survey responses and goals the parks and recreation committee 
generated reflecting these values. A future project list was then 
generated from responses to the survey question 
“What would you like to change about Alger 
County’s recreation opportunities?”

53padd
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Recreation Activities
As requests for additional activities and facilities for kids and 
teens were frequent, the commission decided to take a closer 
look at the activities and comments the under 25 year old 
survey participants submitted. The most mentioned recreation 
activities for under 25 year olds were as follows:

•	 	 Hunting
•	 	 Going to the fair
•	 	 Fishing
•	 	 Dirt biking/ORV riding
•	 	 Snowmobiling
•	 	 Biking
•	 	 Downhill skiing
•	 	 Cross-country skiing/snowshoeing 
•	 	 Camping

This age group also highlighted a slightly different series of 
recreation related values. Their most common values included:

When asked what specific projects they would prefer to see within the 
region the top requests were additional non-motorized trails followed 
closely by the addition of a skating rink or skating trail. Adding 
motorized trails and updating Hiawatha Slopes were also frequent 
selections. 

In the open answer section requests for updates to playgrounds, boat 
launches and improved fishing access were frequent. Requests for a 
swimming pool or waterfront swimming friendly park space were also 
received.

8. Please rank your top priority parks and recreation projects within Alger County:
Scale 1= Highest Priority, 6= Lowest Priority

9. How would you like to be contacted regarding upcoming public meetings, planning document reviews, 
or workshops? (Please provide email address or mailing address depending on your preference)

Page 2 of 2

Add an Amphitheater + 
Outdoor Classroom at 
Elementary

Add a Campground with 
Full hook up sites

Add a Motorized Trail
Trailhead

Add Non-Motorized  Trails

Add a Rustic Campground

Add a Skating Rink or Trail

Acquire and Upgrade 
Hiawatha Slopes

Other: List your idea!

8. Please rank your top priority parks and recreation projects within Alger County:
Scale 1= Highest Priority, 6= Lowest Priority

9. How would you like to be contacted regarding upcoming public meetings, planning document reviews, 
or workshops? (Please provide email address or mailing address depending on your preference)

Page 2 of 2

Add an Amphitheater + 
Outdoor Classroom at 
Elementary

Add a Campground with 
Full hook up sites

Add a Motorized Trail
Trailhead

Add Non-Motorized  Trails

Add a Rustic Campground

Add a Skating Rink or Trail

Acquire and Upgrade 
Hiawatha Slopes

Other: List your idea!

8. Please rank your top priority parks and recreation projects within Alger County:
Scale 1= Highest Priority, 6= Lowest Priority

9. How would you like to be contacted regarding upcoming public meetings, planning document reviews, 
or workshops? (Please provide email address or mailing address depending on your preference)

Page 2 of 2

Add an Amphitheater + 
Outdoor Classroom at 
Elementary

Add a Campground with 
Full hook up sites

Add a Motorized Trail
Trailhead

Add Non-Motorized  Trails

Add a Rustic Campground

Add a Skating Rink or Trail

Acquire and Upgrade 
Hiawatha Slopes

Other: List your idea!

Opportunity to be 
Outside(5) Natural Beauty(5)

Fun(8)Family + Friend Time(6) 

Open Space(13)

Trails(6) Exercise + Wellness(6) 

Hunting + 
Fishing (11) 

28

2925

22

17

24
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Values, Goals + Objectives
community generated values7 This page summarizes all 
community values received. The 
word diagram to the right illustrates 
the values survey participants 
listed when asked to note what 
they valued about recreation 
opportunities within Alger County. 
The larger the font, the more 
common the response was. 

Benefit the Community(8) Non Commercialized (4) 

Open Free Space(18) The Fair(5) 

Opportunity to be Outside(20) 

Family Time(5) Free or Reasonably Priced(12) 

Access(37)Variety in 
All Seasons(24) Pristine(17) 

For Everyone(17) Fun(9) Safe + Clean (11) Water(8) 

Quiet + Peaceful(35)

Trails(17) Natural Beauty(33)Exercise + Wellness(10) 

Solitude(10) Nothing(5) 

Freedom to Explore(32)

Hunting + Fishing (12) Kid Friendly(8) 

“Space to fish on a stream with no 
one around, the quiet, no trash.”
-Survey Participant

“It is right by my house and I get to 
spend time with my dad.”
-Local Resident

It is why I came back to my 
hometown to live and raise my 
family and why I continue to 
live here - the recreational 
opportunities and Lake Superior.”
-Local Resident

“Beauty of nature, not highly 
regulated, well cared for.
-Survey Participant ”

“
values
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Community Values
Public Comments

With inspiration from the survey 
responses received, a clear definition of 
community recreation values emerged. 
The chart below highlights the key values 
as expressed by survey participants:

VALUES
• 	 We VALUE the pr ist ine landscape 

that’s  free and accessible  to 
everyone.

• 	 We VALUE having peaceful  places 
to experience the natural  beauty of 
the region r ight  out our front door.

• 	 We VALUE having the opportunity 
to spend t ime outside al l  year 
round.

Outdoor activity is the main 
component of living here. We spend 
most of our time outside, on dirt 
roads, in deep woods, it is the reason 
for each day. Nature IS the value of 
life.				    -Local Resident”

“
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•	 Cross-country skiing
•	 BMX/Mountain biking
•	 Stand-up Paddling

SCORP GOAL
Protect and manage Michigan’s diverse 
and abundant natural and cultural assets 
to provide relevant, quality experiences 
that meet the fun, relaxation, and 
health needs of Michigan’s residents 
and visitors and support economic 
prosperity. 
			   -SCORP 2018-2022

Statewide Recreation Goals
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

Michigan’s Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) serves 
as the backbone for recreation planning within the state. Every 
five years new surveys are administered, sites studied and 
outdoor recreation habits mapped. Through developing a clear 
understanding of how people recreate within Michigan we can 
help define how to provide additional access and amenities for 
those utilizing the parks within our communities.

The main objectives outlined in the current SCORP plan:

•	 Foster stewardship and conservation
•	 Improve collaboration between stakeholders
•	 Raise awareness of outdoor recreation opportunities
•	 Improve recreational access for all
•	 Provide quality experiences
•	 Enhance health benefits
•	 Enhance prosperity via supporting economic 
       prosperity, talent retention and high quality of life

RECREATION TRENDS

Nationally, many of the more traditional recreation activities, 
such as camping and fishing, have seen a slight decrease while 
nature based and backcountry activities are on the rise. Some 
of these trending activities include:
•	 Hiking 
•	 Backpacking
•	 Kayaking

Many passive recreation activities are also very popular, 
as noted in the SCORP surveys including relaxing, walking, 
picnicking, and unstructured play.



Community Goals
GOAL 1 | Keep it  peaceful

Preserve and protect the natural places 
that make Alger County special, while 
allowing continued access for residents 
and visitors free from overcrowding.
Objectives
•	 Separate motorized and non motorized 

trails. Clearly mark and regulate these.
•	 Designate areas where hunting isn’t 

permitted. 
•	 Monitor trail usage, parking in 

recreational areas and determine if limits 
need to be established for daily visitor 
numbers.

•	 Develop a clear leave-no-trace message 
and educate visitors and residents alike.

GOAL 2 | More for youth to do
Kids within Alger County are surrounded 
by a vast landscape with wild places to 
explore, but limited infrastructure that 
provides safe access to these places. 
Promote updating and enhancing 
existing kid friendly recreation amenities. 

Objectives 
•	 Existing playground infrastructure 

needs attention.
•	 Stock fish in local waterways and 

improve boat access.
•	 Provide camping areas for local 

residents to utilize.
•	 Create an ice rink.
•	 Provide indoor recreation opportunities 

such as swimming pools.

50



GOAL 3 | Increase Trai l  Access 
Provide safe, off road trail options for both 
motorized and non-motorized trail users of 
all ages and ability levels. 

Objectives
•	 Connect schools and communities with 

multi-use trails.
•	 Provide trailhead infrastructure and 

maps for trails.
•	 Develop additional trails if needed to 

provide for safe use by various user 
groups including equestrians, walkers, 
bikers, motorized trail users, and electric 
bikers. 

•	 Encourage improved cell service within 
all regions of the county.

51
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Action Plan Alger County does not have a formal parks and recreation department 
but is home to a diverse landscape with a multitude of recreation opportunities. This 5-Year Recreation Plan serves as 
the first step toward applying for and obtaining DNR grant funds for specific projects that maintain and enhance the 
county’s recreational opportunities.

This Action Plan is an expansive list of potential partnerships, acquisitions and projects the county could apply for 
funding for in the future. By no means does this list of projects need to be completed within a 5 or even 20 year window. 
It simply reflects community generated and commission approved priority projects. Each project is a step in the right 
direction to help achieve the goals featured in the previous chapter. 

MOTORIZED + 
NON-MOTORIZED 

TRAILS

MONITOR 
RECREATION WITHIN 

THE COUNTY

SUPPORT NATURAL 
RESOURCE 

RESTORATION 
EFFORTS

Develop clear county maps of trails for both motorized and non-motorized trail users. 
Provide online access to these. Make improvements to existing trails and roads providing 
access to these places to prevent additional damage from occurring.

Work with community partners such as Alger County Chamber of Commerce, Lake 
Superior Watershed Partnership, Pure Michigan, Alger County Conservation District, NPS, 
USFS and the Lake Superior Community Partnership to determine usage patterns and 
economic impact of increased visitation within the county. Use these findings to create 
a community messaging and visitor education program that helps instill a sense of 
ownership and desire to protect the most popular destinations from overuse.

Continue to support organization and volunteer efforts to treat invasive species, stabilize 
shorelines, develop more sustainable trails and prevent other forms of degradation. 

Goal #1 | Keep it   	
                peaceful

Preserve and protect the 
natural places that make 
Alger County special, while 
allowing continued access 
for residents and visitors 
free from overcrowding.

IMPROVE/
ADD WATER 

ACCESS

PRIORITIZE
ACCESS 

FOR 
EVERYONE

Provide free waterfront and swimming access for residents. 
Encourage upkeep and improvement of existing sites including 
Sable Lake and Au Train Lake beaches. The addition of a splash 
pad within the county would also be encouraged.

Provide improved fishing access to waterways within the 
county and complete additional stocking of fish.

All county park development projects to meet or exceed 2010 
ADA building standards and shall follow the American Barriers 
Act Standards for Outdoor Developed Areas 
(https://www.access-board.gov/aba/guides/chapter-10-outdoor/)



PLAYGROUND 
UPDATES

PROVIDE CAMPING 
FOR LOCAL 
RESIDENTS

BUILD AN ICE RINK

UPDATE HIAWATHA 
SLOPES

INDOOR ALL-
SEASON 

FACILITIES 

UPGRADE SKATE 
PARK

UPDATE BALL 
FIELDS

Update outdated and unsafe 
playground infrastructure whenever 
possible. 

Identify a location for campground 
development that would appeal to local 
residents, perhaps pairing with access 
to swimming and fishing.

Build an outdoor ice rink where it would 
be regularly used; consider a lake as a 
site.

Partner with the Forest Service and 
Rock River Township to provide much 
needed updates to Hiawatha Slopes.

Support existing indoor recreation 
programs and facilities and promote 
the development of future indoor 
recreation facilities in areas that do not 
currently have any indoor options.

Find new methods to help fund and 
utilize the Alger Centennial Arena and 
complete necessary updates. 

Identify a new location for and create 
a new/updated skate park that 
accommodates kids of all ability levels.

Complete updates on baseball fields 
within the county.

Goal #2 | More for youth to do

Promote updating and enhancing 
existing kid friendly recreation amenities. 

BUILD A 
MULTI-USE

COMMUNITY 
TRAIL

MOTORIZED 
AND NON-

MOTORIZED 
TRAILS

USER TYPE 
SPECIFIC TRAIL 
ENHANCEMENT

CREATE OFF-
LEASH DOG 

WALKING AREA

Create trail links between 
communities, schools, parks 
and other destinations. Consider 
connecting to the Iron Ore Heritage 
Trail. Locate publicly owned and 
accessible corridors or roadway 
shoulders where trail projects and 
links would be feasible and well 
used. 
Work with local organizations to 
prioritize future trail priorities, 
propose alignments, and generate 
estimates so plans are ready when 
funding opportunities arise.

Determine priority trail links and 
access points for both motorized 
and non-motorized trails and 
develop necessary connections and 
trailheads. 

Support local club, user groups, and 
organizations efforts to develop and 
maintain trails. These include but 
are not limited to equestrian, hiking, 
motorized, biking, skiing, fishing, 
paddling and snowshoeing trails.

Select an appropriate and 
convenient location for an off leash 
dog walking area and develop trails 
there.

Goal #3 | Increase Trai l  Access

Provide safe, off road trail options for 
both motorized and non-motorized trail 
users of all ages and ability levels. 
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*Numbers signify the quantity of survey 
respondents who mentioned this potential 
change.

ALGER COUNTY
SURVEY RESULTS

What would you like to CHANGE regarding 
recreation within the region?
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“Lower speed limits for snowmobilers 
on residential roads (including rural 
residential roads). 25 mph would be safer 
for residents walking on the road edges, 
children playing, and pets.”	        	
-Local Resident

32 28

•	hiking
•	biking
•	accessible
•	cross-country ski
•	equestrian
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“A playground/park at the 
Chatham fairgrounds and 
ballpark. We currently 
have No Safe park that is 
open for families to enjoy 
in the Chatham, Eben 
area.”	      -Local Resident

“Designate areas where noisy 
activities are not permitted 
(separating snowmobiles from 
cross-country ski areas).”	
				  

N
o

th
in

g

17
“Stop all of the advertising and luring of people 
here as if our economy hinges on tourism income. 
It’s a nice county that’s being exploited too fast 
as it is. Please don’t advertise for more tourists 
than the infrastructure can accommodate. 
Munising is becoming a tourism mecca and the 
Laughing Whitefish Falls, Eben Ice Caves, 
AuTrain River, etc. are all loaded with more 
people than can be handled at times.”		
	      		  -Local Resident

Separate quiet and 
motorized sports

“Please don’t ever change the freedom 
we have to access our dirt roads with 

our recreational toys. As a local, we 
cherish this and we behave. With the 

influx of more tourists with their side by 
sides, they tend to go where they are not 

supposed to.”
-Local Resident

“I say we should build a better playground at the 
Chatham fairground. My brothers have gotten way too 
many injures on the jungle gym and the slide it isn’t fun. I 
believe we could build one that is safer and more fun.”	   								        -Local Resident
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more opportunities for 
tots through teens
“I wish there were safe bike 
trails and walking trails within 
the area, as well as local parks, 
where children could play on 
playground equipment, and 
picnics could be held.”		         	
		   -Local Resident
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Less frequent mentions:
•	 Better cell service
•	 Stop advertising
•	 Indoor swimming pool
•	 More indoor winter activities
•	 Disk golf
•	 Community gathering spaces
•	 Better boat launches

•	 Better lift for the ski hill
•	 More kayak launches (AuTrain)
•	 Pickleball courts
•	 Ice skating rink
•	 Tennis courts (Onota)
•	 Electric bike trail rules
•	 Stock fish
•	 Community health initiatives
•	 Bigger marina (Grand Marais)

•	 Regulate boat speeds
•	 Soccer fields (Rock River)
•	 Encourage electric ATV’s and 

Snowmobiles
•	 More AlTran bus service to rec 

sites
•	 Protect scenic byways
•	 Recycle
•	 Regulate AuTrain River

“Monitor usage of 
trails, roads, parking. 
Overcrowding is an 
issue.”	
	 -Survey Participant

“Make the areas that tourists go to now, better equipped to handle them. 
Improve the roads in the rural areas that the tourists are tearing up. We do 
not need more trails, more campgrounds, we need what’s there improved. And 
provide more for the residents, it’s not all about the tourists.”           -Local Resident


