
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
Complete Streets Committee 

A G E N D A 
January 28, 2022 

2:30 P.M. 
 

IN THE TOWN BOARD ROOM  
Hybrid Attendance Available 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. MINUTES 
 

1. December 10, 2021 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. 2022 Goals 
 

 

VI.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
1. Question 14 Summary – Community Survey (attached) 
2. Complete Streets Map (attached)  
3. Powerline Trails Research (attached) 
 

VII. REPORTS 
 

1. Comments to Metroplex (attached) 
2. Planning Department Updates  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT                             

 
NEXT MEETING 
February 18, 2022 

At 2:30 pm 
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 1 
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 2 

COMPLETE STREETS COMMITTEE 3 
Hybrid Meeting 4 
Meeting Minutes 5 

   December 10, 2021 6 

Members Present: William Chapman, Chairman 7 
 Jim Levy 8 
 Tess Healey  9 
 Paulina Manzo 10 
 Karla Duggal 11 
 Andrew Millspaugh 12 
 Dart Strayer 13 
 Elise Corbin, Student Committee Member 14 
  15 
Also Present: Laura Robertson, Planner 16 
  17 
 18 
 19 
 20 

I. CALL TO ORDER 21 
 22 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:30pm. 23 
 24 

II. ROLL CALL 25 
 26 

 Ms. Catherine Kuzman was absent/excused today. 27 
 28 

III. MINUTES 29 
 30 

1. October 29, 2021 31 
 32 

The minutes were approved unanimously.  33 
 34 
IV. PUBLIC CONCERNS 35 
 36 

No public concerns today.  37 
 38 

V. OLD BUSINESS 39 
 40 
No old business today.  41 

 42 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 43 

 44 
1. 2022 Calendar – The Committee voted to accept the 2022 calendar. 45 

 46 
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VII. DISCUSSIONS 47 
 48 

1. Planning Department Updates 49 
• School Outreach 50 
• Schenectady County Projects 51 
• 1356 Balltown Road 52 

 53 
Ms. Robertson discussed where the Town is with the School and the improvement project. She 54 
stated she reached out to the Superintendent to set up the meeting and is waiting for response. 55 
Ms. Robertson explained to the committee where the County is with their improvement project. 56 
She noted to the committee that the County has put Grand Blvd on the list for improvements to 57 
the sidewalks.  Ms. Robertson reviewed with the committee the plans for the proposed 58 
development.  59 
 60 

2. Chairman Discussion 61 
• Empire State Trail  62 
• CDTC 63 
• Utility Companies Trails 64 

 65 
The Committee discussed the Empire Stated Trail signage project. Ms. Duggal commented that 66 
there seems to be a lack of directional signs on the plan for the path and they could be very 67 
helpful for families using the bike path.  Ms. Manzo stated in the plan where there will be signs 68 
on the path.  She stated that additional signs could be helpful. She added that she did find the 69 
County signs a bit busy and fears there is too much information on them for visitors to read. Ms. 70 
Robertson suggested they forward Ms. Manzo’s work to Metroplex to possibly see if they 71 
wanted to use this design.  Chairman Chapman discussed a way to use QR codes to relay 72 
information to people on the path regarding locations and information for visitors. Chairman 73 
Chapman discussed with the committee about the continuous speed issues on Fieldstone and 74 
Dean Street. Ms. Robertson informed Chairman Chapman that the Police Chief appointed an 75 
officer to be liaison for speed and safety control.  76 
 77 
Chairman Chapman discussed a possibility of utilizing utility company’s trails for public 78 
walking and biking trails. He stated he would like the committee to start looking for possible 79 
trails within Niskayuna. Mr. Strayer stated he believes some of the trails are established and 80 
noted that this would really benefit the Town.  Mr. Millspaugh stated he had researched some 81 
information and found the Albany Hudson Electric Trail that has an established map of trails on 82 
National Grid owned land. Ms. Manzo asked if any precautions for safety are taken on these 83 
trails.  Mr. Strayer stated in his experience, the trails have been very safe and marked well.  The 84 
bottoms of the utility poles are usually fenced. Ms. Manzo added that this will also keep the 85 
paths maintained.  86 
 87 
Chairman Chapman stated his interest in exploring this more and invited the other members to 88 
continue looking into this as well. Mr Strayer stated he would be interested in being a part of that 89 
subcommittee.  90 
 91 
 92 
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3. REPORTS 93 
Chairman Chapman reviewed the goals accomplished in 2021 and on some of the goals from 94 
2021that will be carried into 2022.  Some of these will be based on the survey that was 95 
conducted in 2021 and will be finished this year.  96 
 97 

4. ADJOURNMENT 98 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm. 99 



Niskayuna Complete Streets Committee Goals for 2022 (draft Jan 2022) 

1.  Write up results of Survey of Town Residents on walk-ability and bike ability issues in the Town 
conducted in February and March of 2021.Thank-you to Jim Levy for making the final edits to the 
survey and to Laura Robertson for releasing the survey to Town Residents on Feb 9 2021 and to 
Committee members who recommended questions or topic areas that should be included in the 
survey.  Town residents can now fill out the survey.  Thank you to committee members for helping to 
tabulate and categorize narrative replies to questions. 
 

2. Plan and execute a demonstration project for 2022.   The Committee would like to plan and carry out 
a demonstration project in 2022. One possible idea that we have discussed is painting bike lanes on 
Lexington Parkway from Clifton Park Road to Dean Street.  This project would provide residents with 
an opportunity to experience riding or walking in a designated bike lane on a local street. And it would 
give residents on this section of Lexington an opportunity to experience a bike lane on their street and 
provide comments to the committee on this experience.   
 

3. Send out 2022 priority letters to State of New York, Schenectady County, Town of Niskayuna, and 
Niskayuna Central School District. Each letter identifies 3 priority items for each government entity as 
recommended by the Town Complete Streets Committee.  The priority letters sent out in 2021 
produced useful discussion with the County, the Niskayuna School District and the Town on pedestrian 
access, bike access and traffic issues articulated by the Complete Streets Committee.  
 

4. Improved bike ability and walk ability of each Niskayuna school campus.  On Tuesday Feb 9, 2021, 
Niskayuna voters approved two bond issues one for 68 million and one for 19 million to be used for 
improvements to the 8 school campus locations and the bus garage on Hillside Avenue.   Earlier in 
2020 the Complete Streets Committee provided input to the School District design and engineering 
consultants on ways that the 8 school building campuses could be made more bike and pedestrian 
friendly. We plan to stay in touch with the School District Supt and the School Board members to 
ensure that these improvements are part of the roadway, parking, bike and pedestrian access 
improvements that the School District will be implementing with these newly approved bonding funds. 
The Committee would also support and advocate for a 20 mile per hour school speed zone on Balltown 
Road near Craig Elementary School and a 20 mile per hour school speed zone on Rosendale Road 
(county road) in front of Rosendale Elementary and Iroquois Middle School. 
 

5. Possible Utility Corridor Trails in Niskayuna.  The Complete Streets Committee will continue to 
investigate the possibility of bike and pedestrian trails that would lie under power line corridors in the 
Town of Niskayuna.  We have viewed successful examples of bike and hike trails on Utility Corridors in 
a recent chapter of Rails to Trails Magazine. Use of these corridors could be a very valuable means of 
linking bike and pedestrian paths (many using existing roads in the Town) that are reflected on our 
Complete Streets map of non-motorized bike and walking routes that assist residents in reaching 
schools, businesses, work, recreation areas, and other neighborhoods in the town.  We would need to 
learn what steps other communities have taken to work out an arrangement with Utility Companies to 
make trail access possible. What would need to be done before we could encourage our Town Board 



to consider a partnership with a Utility Company that could make creation and use of these trails a 
possibility. 
 
 

6. CO-OP block project and Crescent Road recommendations   Committee members have reviewed the 
intersection of Crescent Road and Clifton Park Road and made suggestions to the town on how the 
segment of road on Clifton Park Road that is on the west side of the CO-OP block can be designed to 
improve auto traffic movement, pedestrian movement, parking in this area, the sidewalk on West end 
of CO-OP block, and the Crescent Road connection to Clifton Park Road. Committee members would 
welcome the opportunity to review the final design for this intersection.  Committee members will 
hopefully have the opportunity to review the final design of the CO-OP block project that we believe 
will be underway during 2022. 
 

7. Source document on Traffic Calming Examples This document shows examples of traffic calming 
measures that are offered in the research studies on methods that have been found useful in calming 
auto traffic and speed of cars on roadways and which also promotes pedestrian access. The 
Committee will continue to add relevant examples to this document.  This document would have 
examples that the Complete Streets Committee believe could be options for Niskayuna that could be 
examined by the Town Planning office, the Planning Board, the Highway Dept, the Conservation 
Advisory Council, and developers. We would try to provide examples where a local municipality has 
used the option and people could drive and see what it looks like in a real application. 
 

8. Crosswalks on Nott Street at Regent Street and also on River Road at ST Joseph’s Drive. Based on 
collecting actual usage data and input from Town residents the Committee believes that push button 
crosswalks at these intersections will promote improved safety for walkers and bikers who cross the 
busy county roads of Nott Street and River Road.  We have provided our recommendations to the 
County Highway Department and will continue to support these additions. 
 

9. Rosendale Road sidewalk and sidepath improvements  The School District plans to send all 7th and 8th 
grade students to Iroquois Middles School and to send all 5th and 6th grade students to Van Antwerp 
Middle School.  The Complete Streets Committee has been a strong advocate of neighborhood walk-
able schools. There are improvements to largely asphalt walk paths needed to make Van Antwerp 
Middle School more walk able, but it is a campus where many students can now bike or walk to arrive 
at school. Iroquois Middle School resides, in contrast, on a very busy county road (Rosendale Road) 
that has pedestrian access only for the segment from Mayfair Drive to RoseHill Boulevard. Safe access 
for walkers and bikers on Rosendale Road would open access to many students and other residents 
who live on the North and South side of Rosendale Road. A side path on Rosendale Road would also 
link several neighbors together and allow safe bike and pedestrian movement along a busy, winding 
county road.  The Committee will continue to do a review of Rosendale Road to examine feasibility 
(including cost estimates and possible grant sources) of a sidewalk from Upper Union to Mayfair Road, 
and asphalt side path from RoseHill BLVD to the entrance to the Liska-kill Nature Preserve. 
 
 



10. Complete Sidepath along Hillside Avenue  There are segments along Hillside Avenue that connects 
Providence Avenue with Banker Avenue that do not yet have a side path constructed. These segments 
include property owned by National Grid, the United State Army (Army Reserve Center), apartment 
complexes, and two homes.  The Committee could explore ways to move completion of these missing 
segments. Perhaps a letter to National Grid and a letter to the Army Reserve Center would be a way to 
start the process moving. They may have resources that could be used to complete this work that 
would be part of their standard community outreach/good neighbor policy. Hillside Avenue is a busy  
road with much truck traffic. It is also an important link between homes south of Providence Avenue 
and the Town Community Center and Swimming Pool.  This road is also an important linking road to 
the Mohawk Hudson Bike Path for residents on the West side of Niskayuna.  
 

11. Support efforts by Schenectady County for improved safety signage on the Bike Path. Schenectady 
Metroplex is supporting informational and safety signage on the bike path. The Committee has offered 
suggestions to Metroplex for improved signage and will continue that effort, not only on the bike path 
but in other parts of Niskayuna. 
 

12. Update Chapter 7 on Transportation of the Town Comprehensive Plan  This update would reflect the 
Town Boards adoption of a Complete Streets Policy for the Town. It would identify areas where the 
Town could take steps in the planning process to strengthen improved safe movement of cars (see 
traffic calming above), improved bus access, improved bike and pedestrian access throughout the 
Town.  Having policy objectives reflected in the Town Comprehensive Plan will help guide the planning 
process for developers, the Planning Office, the Town Planning Board, Conservation Advisory Council, 
the ZBA, County Planning and other Boards as well as town residents. We also believe this update can 
help improve the success of applications submitted by the Town to Federal, State, County and private 
sector funding sources so as to be able to locate money that can make improvements to the Town 
infrastructure possible. 
 

13. Make additions to the Town’s website on information concerning the Compete Streets Committee.  
Possible items to add to the Website on Compete Streets Committee would be our enabling Town 
Board Resolution (2016); Town Board Complete Streets Policy; Roster of Current Committee members; 
Complete Streets Committee accomplishments in each year 2018 to 2021; Updated Complete Streets 
map of Niskayuna showing suggested bike and pedestrian routes that residents’ can use to safely walk 
or bike to destinations in the Town. 
 
(draft by WRC January 25, 2022) 
 
 

 



Question 14:  If you have any additional thoughts on pedestrian bicycle safety in the Town of 
Niskayuna, please provide them below: 
From the survey responses of Question 14 (open ended in nature) we were able to extract 7 ideas that 
reflect the concerns of the town residents regarding how pedestrian and bicycle safety can be improved 
in the Town of Niskayuna.  These ideas are highlighted below. 
 
1. More Pedestrian and Bicycle Routes - The most discussed issue with regards to addressing 
pedestrian and bicycle safety in the town involves the creation of additional pedestrian and bicycle 
routes.  Possible solutions from residents included: the addition of more bike paths and sidewalks (39), 
more bike lanes and sharrows (18), as well as widened shoulders (5).  Residents emphasized the 
importance of improving hike and bike connections to schools, parks, bike path, CDTA stops, 
commercial centers, workplaces as well as interconnections between neighborhoods.  Residents 
expressed concerns about a number of town streets that needed attention.  Rosendale Road, River Road, 
St. David's Lane, Balltown Road and Nott Street were cited multiple times. 
 
2. Community Education – A number of residents stressed the importance of educating the 
community about pedestrian, bicycle, scooter, and automobile rules and laws (23).  Two examples of 
Safe Driving Campaigns were discussed as a means to address this issue.  One resident talked about the 
Safe Street Pledge Campaign which has been used successfully in other communities (e.g. 
https://www.belmont.gov/departments/public-works/be-street-smart/safe-streets-pledge and 
http://longbeach.gov/goactivelb/take-the-safe-streets-long-beach-pledge/) Another resident suggested 
an annual Safe Driving Campaign, an education program that could be implemented at the high school 
level, could target students before they begin driving.  The program would serve to emphasize 
pedestrian and bicycle safety as well as rules of the road. 
 
3. Control Speeding – Residents expressed the importance of controlling automobile speeding as 
a means to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety (22)  Suggestions from residents of possible solutions 
are as follows: 
*Police enforcement and use of speed monitors (7) 
*More stop signs (3) 
*Lower speed limit (1) 
*The use of speed bumps (1) 
 
1. Police Enforcement of General Driving Laws – Residents suggested more police enforcement 
of general driving laws to improve safety (11)  Some suggestions are as follows: 
*Police enforcement of vehicles to stop at stop signs (7) 
*Police enforcement of parking on correct side of road (1) 
*Police enforcement of texting laws (1) 
 
2. Add More Crosswalks and Enhancements to Existing Crosswalks -  Survey respondents 
called for more crosswalks (10) and enhancements to existing crosswalks (4) (e.g. flashing lights, 
activated by walker) to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety in the town. 
 
3. Better Snow Removal/Maintenance Residents suggested better snow removal/maintenance on 
existing sidewalks, streets, bike path, and at crosswalks ((9). 
4. Additional Lighting on Streets  Survey respondents recommended more street lights on roads 
to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety (7). 

https://www.belmont.gov/departments/public-works/be-street-smart/safe-streets-pledge
http://longbeach.gov/goactivelb/take-the-safe-streets-long-beach-pledge/


1

Laura Robertson

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Elise Corbin 
Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:51 AM
Complete Streets

Follow up
Flagged

Hi Complete Streets, 

Last week I sent everyone a google map specifically for the utility corridor project, but I thought I should also 
send along this more general one that pinpoints locations for ongoing and completed projects, grants, and 
examples of things we're trying to implement (like the access point for the Albany Hudson Electric Trail). 
Everyone with the link I've attached has edit access so anyone can update it when necessary.  
If a version of this kind of resource already exists online, that's fine, but since it's often useful for Complete 
Streets members to visit and scope out the locations we're trying to improve, I thought it might be good to have 
a customized google map for the ongoing Complete Streets projects so people could keep track of where they 
all are and have easy access to directions if they want to get there. 

Please let me know if there are any problems with the link. You should be able to access directions and other 
information for each location by clicking on the pin on the map that represents it. 

Elise Corbin 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1Y0rHMH2JN2FPAP_PQ681jQIgIt0MDD4u&usp=sharing 
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Hi Complete Streets, 
 
I agreed to do some research on current utility corridor access and infrastructure in Niskayuna at 
the December meeting, and I'm forwarding everyone the photos and comments I sent to Bill and 
Laura this evening, with attachments included. The links should be shared with everyone but if 
anything is inaccessible to you please let me know. 
 
To clarify, I did not find a comprehensive map of utility corridors in Niskayuna. I just explored 
what seemed to be the most prominent ones I could find- if anyone knows of any more, or has 
found an official map, I'm happy to take similar photos of more corridors and add to the google 
map. I can also give the committee edit access to the google map so you can add your own 
photos and comments. 
 
Finally, I mentioned in one of the emails below that I had explored the Albany Hudson Electric 
Trail system. I know many committee members have already been on this trail, but if anyone 
hasn't, here is what some of the signage and infrastructure looks like. 
The Albany Hudson Electric Trail has both on-road and off-road portions, which are both very 
well marked in our area at least. In East Greenbush, the on-road trail is a marked bike lane, with 
signs like this at trailheads: 

 
There are also some smaller roads part of the trail, which are still considered on-road, but have 
even more signage (especially at intersections), as well as railings in some places: 

 



 
"Off-road" trailheads (which are still paved, although a little bit of this route is gravel) are 
marked with "No Motor Vehicles" signs, as well as little trash receptacles: 

 
Also worth mentioning that the off-road trail has very well maintained paint, historical landmark 
signs (like those we were considering on the Mohawk Hudson trail), and well marked 
intersections with "stop ahead" signs: 

 
 
Hope you all had a great holiday season, and happy new year! 
Elise Corbin 
 
 



 
 
 







 
 

 

















County Roads in the Town of Niskayuna

Road Name Mileage in Town
of Niskayuna

Old River Road 0.22
Niskayuna Road 0.36
Lishakill Road 0.88
Ferris Road 0.22
Mohawk Road 0.69
Nott Street 0.5
Pearse Road 1.28
Providence Avenue 0.72
Consaul Road 1.63
Aqueduct Road 1.81
St. Davids Lane 1.74
Taurus Road - Central Ave 0.7
River Road 3.57
Van Antwerp Road 1.97
Grand Boulevard 0.5
Dean Street 1.4
Rosendale Road 4.29
Upper Union Street 0.43
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