
 
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
FENCE APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
One Niskayuna Circle 
Niskayuna, New York 12309 
Phone: (518) 386-4522   Fax: (518) 386-4556 
Email: building@niskayuna.gov  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Please fill out this checklist and submit it with your application. 
 
 

FENCE APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

​ Building Permit Application 

​ Fence Requirements Worksheet 

​ Plot Plan/Survey (3 copies) 

​ Specification Information on Fence 

​ Insurance Documentation 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE:                                                                                             DATE:         /       /           . 
                                                                                                                                                                            (MM/DD/YYYY) 

mailto:building@niskayuna.gov
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
FENCE REQUIREMENTS 
One Niskayuna Circle 
Niskayuna, New York 12309 
Phone:  518-386-4522   Fax:  518-386-4556 
Email:  building@niskayuna.gov 

A building permit is required.  Proof of insurance is required.  Please review our Insurance Requirements document to 
ensure contractors and homeowners have filed all appropriate documents with the Building Department. 

BUILDING CODE AND ZONING ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS 
(To be accompanied by a BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION) 

1. Fence plans must show the following:

a. Height of fence
b. Type of fence
c. Location in relation to property lines (plot map)
d. All other structures on property (i.e. house, garage, shed, pool, etc. shown on plot map)

2. Plans should be on either 8-½ x 11 or 11 x 17 paper.  Plans from a home improvement center or lumberyard may be
acceptable if sufficient detail is provided.

3. A fence may be located on the property lines.  It is suggested to have a surveyor locate property lines before installing
fences.  It is the owner’s responsibility to verify the location of the property lines for issuance of permit.

4. A fence may not be located within any Town easement without special approval from the Town of Niskayuna.

5. The ornamental side of all fences must face adjoining properties.

6. The maximum height for fences in a rear yard is six (6) feet (see Figures on page 2 of this application).

7. The maximum height for fences in a side or front yard is four (4) feet (see Figures on page 2).

8. For corner lots, refer to the diagram on back to understand what is considered your front and side yards (see Figures 2
– 4 on page 2)

9. For corner lots, fences may not exceed 30 inches in height within a thirty (30) foot triangle on the corner (see Figures 2
– 4 on page 2).

10. All fences shall be properly maintained with respect to appearance and safety.  Hazardous materials, electrical fences,
and barbed wire are not permitted.

11. A fence associated with a recreational facility such as a tennis court, is considered part of that facility and is subject to
the accessory structure ordinance.

12. A fence associated with a swimming pool is considered part of the pool if it is located around the apron or immediate
area of the swimming pool. Fences located away from the pool are subject to the accessory structure ordinance.  See
Swimming Pool Requirements for additional information.

13. Nonvisible fencing associated with an electric containments system for pets requires a permit. Nonvisible fences must
be located a minimum of 10 feet from sidewalks. Nonvisible fences must have signs less than 12 inches square
conspicuously posted indicating a nonvisible fence or electronic containment system for pets is in use. Nonvisible fences
are not considered an accessory structure.

14. Call the Building Department for a FINAL inspection when complete.

Before digging, call Dig Safely New York excavation notification center  
at 1-800-962-7962 or go to udigny.org to locate utilities.  All

utilities (gas, electric, phone, cable TV, etc.) will be located free of charge. 

mailto:building@niskayuna.gov
http://www.niskayuna.gov/building-forms
http://www.niskayuna.gov/building-forms
http://www.niskayuna.gov/building-forms
https://udigny.org/
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Application #  _______________ 
TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
APPLICATION FOR BUILDING AND ZONING PERMIT 
One Niskayuna Circle 
Niskayuna, New York 12309 
Phone:  518-386-4522    Fax:  518-386-4556 
Email:  building@niskayuna.gov  

APPLICATION IS HEREBY MADE to the Town of Niskayuna Building Department for the issuance of a building and zoning 
permit pursuant to Town Code, the NYS Uniform Code.  Application is hereby made for the construction of new buildings and 
accessory structures, additions and alterations to all buildings and structures, signage installation, drainage, excavation, fill and 
grading work, and replacement, removal and demolition projects, as herein described.  The Applicant or Owner agrees to comply 
with all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and all conditions expressed on this application which are part of these requirements, 
and will also allow or arrange for inspectors to enter the premises for inspections. 

BUILDING SITE ADDRESS  

DESCRIBE WORK APPLIED FOR 

ESTIMATED VALUE OF ALL WORK (labor and materials):  TOTAL $ 

Please submit three copies of the plans with this application. 

APPLICANT ____________________________________________________ DAY PHONE 

CHECK ONE: _____ CONTRACTOR 

_____ HOMEOWNER  

_____ OTHER (explain) 

ADDRESS  

CITY  ________________________________________  STATE  ____________  ZIP  

EMAIL ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTRACTOR _________________________________________________ DAY PHONE 

ADDRESS  

CITY  ________________________________________  STATE  ____________  ZIP 

Note:  Proof of insurance is required.  Please review our Insurance Requirements document to ensure 
contractors and homeowners have filed all appropriate documents with the Building Department. 

PROPERTY OWNER ____________________________________________ DAY PHONE  

ADDRESS (if different than above)  

CITY  ________________________________________  STATE  ____________  ZIP  

EMAIL ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

REVIEW AND SIGN NEXT PAGE 

mailto:building@niskayuna.gov
http://www.niskayuna.gov/building-forms
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Section 75-5 B of the Code of the Town of Niskayuna requires that where such application is made by a person other than the owner, 
it shall be accompanied by an affidavit of the owner or applicant that the proposed work is authorized by the owner and that the 
applicant is authorized to make such application.  

Applicants who are the owners of the property DO NOT need to have this application notarized. Non-owner applicant’s notarized 
signature affirms adherence to the Code. 

The applicant has reviewed and fully understands the requirements and conditions of this application.  The undersigned 
hereby swears that the information provided on this application is true, correct and accurate.  

Sworn to me on this ______ day of _________________, ____ 

Signature of Applicant 

Printed Name 

___________________________________________________ 
Notary Public, State of New York Date 

BUILDING SITE ADDRESS 

KNOWN EASEMENTS:          _____ WATER         _____ SEWER         _____ DRAINAGE         _____ OTHER 

PERMIT FEE DUE   $ BASED ON 

COMMENTS  

REQUIRED INSPECTIONS: 

____ 1. INITIAL SOIL EROSION CONTROL

____ 2. FOOTING FORMS AND REINFORCING PRIOR TO POURING OF CONCRETE

____ 3. FOUNDATION LOCATION PROVIDED AND STONE DRIVEWAY BASE INSTALLED PRIOR TO
FOUNDATION INSPECTION

____ 4. FOUNDATION WALL AND DRAIN TILE INCLUDING LATERAL PRIOR TO BACKFILLING

____ 5. FIREPLACE INSPECTION AT BOX AND AT HALF STACK

____ 6. ROUGH PLUMBING

____ 7. ROUGH ELECTRICAL

____ 8. ROUGH FRAMING INSPECTION INCLUDING TRUSS CERTIFICATES AND ROUGH GRADING
ESTABLISHED

____ 9. INSULATION INCLUDING PROPER VENTILATION

____ 10. FINAL PLUMBING

____ 11. FINAL ELECTRICAL

____ 12. FINAL BUILDING INSPECTION

____ 13. FINAL GRADING

____ 14. FINAL STABILIZATION (SEC)

____ 15. (ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS)

APPROVED BY _________________________________________________ DATE 

(FOR OFFICE USE ONLY BELOW) 
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Property Address _________________________________ 
Are there any other accessory structures on the Property? 

Fence yes no height ______ 
Shed yes no size ________ 
Swimming Pool yes no size ________ 
Other yes no size ________ 

Signature: _______________________________________ 
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TOWN OF NISKAYUNA 
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
One Niskayuna Circle 
Niskayuna, New York 12309 
Phone:  518-386-4522    Fax:  518-386-4556 
Email: bui lding@niskayuna.gov 

Homeowners performing the work must file a Certificate of Attestation of Exemption (CE-
200). See below. 

Contractors must provide proof of insurance with any permit application submitted to the
Town of Niskayuna Building Department.  

Proof of Insurance Coverage includes: 

1. General Liability Insurance
2. Workers’ Compensation Insurance OR CE-200

3. Disability Insurance OR CE-200

The Town of Niskayuna must be named as a Certificate Holder on all Certificates. 

Proof of Workers’ Compensation is accepted on one of the following forms (per Section 57 of the 
Workers’ Compensation Law): 

C-105.2 U-26.3     SI-12 

Proof of Disability is accepted on one of the following forms (Section 220 Sub 8 of the Disability 
Benefits Law): 

DB-120.1          DB-155 

Certificate of Attestation of Exemption (CE-200) can only be used to attest to
a government entity (The Town of Niskayuna) that an applicant requesting a permit is not required 
to carry workers' compensation and/or disability and Paid Family Leave benefits coverage. 

• Certificates are only valid for a specific permit. Certificates for building permits are job-
specific and a separate certificate will be required for each building permit.

• Certificates are assigned a unique certificate number that can be validated by the
government official issuing the permit.

Only New York entities (contractor or homeowner) with no employees may apply for a certificate 
to show they are exempt from the requirement to provide workers' compensation and/or disability 
and Paid Family Leave benefits coverage when obtaining a permit with a government agency. 

For additional information go to wcb.ny.gov. To file for an exemption, go to 
businessexpress.ny.gov or read this help sheet. Upon completion, the Workers’ Compensation 
Board will email you a certificate which you must sign and turn into the Building Department. 

mailto:building@niskayuna.gov
http://www.wcb.ny.gov/
http://www.businessexpress.ny.gov/
https://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/ebiz/wc_db_exemptions/How-to-Obtain-Certificate-of-Exemption.pdf
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