
For Economic Development, Historic Preservation 
& Environmental Conservation Committee 

 
AGENDA 

November 3, 2023 
8:30 am 

Town Schaefer Room 
 

a. PUBLIC CONCERNS 
 

b. MINUTES  
a. October 6, 2023 

 
c. Resolutions / Finance Committee 

a. A Resolution to award a contract for a Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Government Climate Action 
Plan RFP for Niskayuna’s Climate Smart Grant with NYSDEC 

b. A Resolution making a SEQR determination on the transfer of lands of the Mohawk River State 
Park to the Town of Niskayuna 

c. A Resolution accepting a consultant engineer for the preparation of a TAP funding application, 
preliminary & final design, right-of way, and construction support services for traffic calming on 
Route 7.  

d. A Resolution authorizing the submittal of a Linkage Study to the Capital Region Transportation 
Council for Route 7. 

 
d. Discussions 

 
e. Planning Board (Kevin Walsh) – report attached 

 
f. Zoning Board – 4 cases for November, residential area variances 

 
g. Grants Update  

a. TAP / CMAQ application update 
b. NRI grant update 
c. River Road Park Pavilion / Lions Park deck update 

 
h. Complete Streets  

a. Scheduled pre-submission meeting with CRTC for Linkage Study application to look at Route 7 
corridor traffic calming and complete streets 

b. Plum St sidewalk complete – ribbon cutting event went well 
 

i. Tree Council  
a. No meeting in November 

 
j. Conservation Advisory Council / Climate Smart Communities Task Force (Dart Strayer) 

a. Making recommendations on GE and Mohawk River State Park on November 8 
b. Reviewing 2890 River Road  
c. Climate Smart Initiatives  

 
k. Architectural Review Board  

a. Lions Park  
b. Eastern Parkway may return for façade upgrades  

 



 2 

l. Comprehensive Plan Committee 
a. Public Input Meeting November 14 – see attached flyer (want to do email blast Nov 3) 

 
m. Building Department / Enforcement 

a. Part-time Building Inspector to start next week  
b. Scanning update 

 
n. Planning Department 

a. Consaul Road Sidewalk  
b. Winnie Road Easement – preparing formal letter 
 

o. Metroplex (Dr. Horton) 
 

p. Legal (Alaina Finan) 
 

q. Historical (Denis Brennan) 
 
Board Vacancy List 
Zoning Board (2 vacancies – alternate) 
CAC: (1 Vacancy) 
Tree Council (2 vacancies)  
Complete Streets Committee: (2 vacancies) 
Architectural Review Board: (2 vacancies)  

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: December 1, 2023 

at 8:30 am, Via Hybrid In-Person & Remote Meeting Software 
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Economic Development, Historic Preservation 1 

& Environmental Conservation Committee 2 

MINUTES 3 

October 6, 2023 4 

8:30 am 5 

Members Present:  6 

John Della Ratta, Chairman 7 
Laura Robertson, Town Planner 8 
Dr. Horton, Metroplex  9 
Dennis Brennan, Town Historian 10 
Alaina Finnan, Attorney 11 
Matt Yetto, Engineering 12 
Jean Foti, Secretary to the Supervisor 13 
Jamie Puccioni, Supervisor 14 
Beth Greenwood, Comptroller 15 
Kevin Walsh, Chairman of Planning Board  16 
   17 

 18 

a. Public Concerns 19 

None  20 

b. Minutes 21 

a. September 1, 2023 22 

Mr. Walsh made a motion to approve the September 1, 2023 minutes and it was seconded by Chairman 23 
Della Ratta. The minutes were approved unanimously.  24 

       c.     Resolutions / Finance Committee 25 
a. A Resolution to award a contract for a Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Government Cli-26 

mate Action Plan RFP for Niskayuna’s Climate Smart Grant with NYSDEC 27 
Ms. Robertson said the Conservation Advisory Council and the Climate Smart Communities Task Force 28 
were successfully integrated at the last meeting, so this should be ready to go by the end of the month. 29 
 30 

b. A Resolution appointing a Part Time Building Inspector 31 
Ms. Robertson stated three candidates were interviewed and were all very good.  One candidate was 32 
reached out to but no response as of yet.  She said there should be a person in place by the end of the 33 
month. 34 
 35 

c. A Resolution permanently appoint a Planner 1 36 
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Ms. Robertson said Clark Henry is ready to be permanently appointed as a Planner 1.  She stated that he 37 
is a fantastic employee and makes the Planning Department better – she recommends his approval.   38 
 39 

d. A Resolution appointing an Executive Secretary  40 
Ms. Robertson said this is a title change to better fit the position – there is no impact to the budget.  The 41 
position isn’t math based (account clerk) but rather handles paperwork, minutes and assists the Town 42 
Planner with organization. It is more appropriately an executive secretary. Chairman Della Ratta said he 43 
is in agreement with these adjustments. 44 
 45 

d.     Discussions 46 
No discussion items. 47 
 48 

e.     Planning Board (Kevin Walsh) – report attached 49 
Mr. Walsh stated that the lot line adjustment for 1900 Union Street/1854 Union Street was completed.   50 
He said the Rivers Ledge 55-unit Senior apartments has a lot of open conditions to keep the Planning 51 
Department busy. Mr. Walsh said active projects before the Planning Board are 2890 River Road which 52 
had a walk through yesterday with Engineering.   53 
 54 
Mr. Walsh said for new projects there is:  55 

• 400 Balltown Road tenant change to Milan Hair Removal and a Resolution is expected at 56 
the next Planning Board meeting.   57 

• 2331 Troy Schenectady Road, the Heritage Group which is taking over the real estate 58 
building.  He thinks there will be a resolution at the next meeting for this as well. 59 

• 2321 Nott Street E a tenant change to Albrights Meat and Company.   60 
• 797 Westmoreland Drive a lot line adjustment. 61 
• Metro Ford on State Street, they are going to be doing some façade updates.  62 
• GE Global Research is basically a two lot minor subdivision due to a realignment of GE.   63 

 64 
f.     Zoning Board – 3 cases for October 65 

Ms. Robertson said there are three cases so far, two fences and a deck.   66 
 67 
      g.   Grants Update  68 

a.   CMAQ application 69 
Ms. Robertson said she has not done a lot of research on this.  Ms. Robertson said she can take a look at 70 
it to see if there is another side walk that can be put in for this grant. She said this is a competitive grant 71 
but the Town is eligible if we have a good project.     72 
 73 
Supervisor Puccioni stated she spoke with the grant writer and he said this is a potential fit for any fur-74 
ther sidewalk multi-use trail/ bike lane transit projects that the Town might have as a priority.  The pro-75 
jects are eligible to be funded at 80% of total cost with application being due by January 9.  The Super-76 
visor said she is scheduling a time to meet and talk about the next steps.   77 
 78 

b.   NRI grant update 79 
Ms. Robertson said things are going very well.  Ashok Ramasubramanian is doing a great job progress-80 
ing this grant forward. 81 
 82 

c.   River Road Park Pavilion / Lions Park deck update 83 
Ms. Robertson stated everything is ordered on the pavilion and the contractor is just waiting for the parts 84 
to be delivered.  It took a little longer to be delivered than expected but it should be here in the next 85 
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week.  Lion’s Park plans are 95% complete.  The plan is to get them up to 100% and bid over the winter 86 
so it is ready to go in the spring. 87 

 88 
h.   Complete Streets  89 

a.   Discussed submitting a Linkage Study application to CRTC to look at Route 7 corridor     90 
traffic calming and complete streets 91 

Ms. Robertson said she has had a lot of conversations with DOT about Route 7.   It is a very high priori-92 
ty with residents that live and drive on it.  Ms. Robertson said DOT told her they will support the Town 93 
on getting a Linkage Study done even though the Town doesn’t own the road.  Ms. Robertson said she 94 
thinks it might be a good idea to reach out to the Town of Colonie and the City of Schenectady to see if 95 
they are interested in extending the Linkage Study to include their stretch of Route 7. Chairman Della 96 
Ratta said this sounds like a good start. 97 
 98 
Ms. Robertson said a Linkage Study takes one to two years but once it’s done it becomes eligible for 99 
implementation funding.  Ms. Robertson said from beginning to end it can take upwards of seven years 100 
to completion, so in the mean time they are going to set up a meeting with DOT Planners to have a regu-101 
lar conversation about Route 7 to see what can be done earlier than that. 102 
   103 
Dr. Horton asked if there are bus stops in Niskayuna. Ms. Robertson said yes but the ridership is low for 104 
Niskayuna which makes it hard for CDTA to put more bus stops in Niskayuna. 105 
 106 
Supervisor Puccioni said she had a conversation with Mr. Hogancamp to coordinate to see if there is 107 
something the Town and the Landbank/Metroplex could do together.  Supervisor Puccioni said Mr. Ho-108 
gancamp encouraged us to work on the Linkage Study.  109 
 110 
Dr. Horton mentioned elevated walkways to get people safely across Route 7 safely. Ms. Robertson said 111 
the Complete Streets committee looked briefly at an elevated walkway over Balltown Road by Craig 112 
school, or a tunnel, but they are extremely expensive.  113 
 114 

b.   Plum St sidewalk almost complete 115 
Ms. Robertson said Plum Street sidewalk is almost complete.   The School decided to tag onto the pro-116 
ject and do their side as well – so there will be a complete sidewalk connection from Hillside Elemen-117 
tary to Van Antwerp road, which is very exciting.  118 
 119 

i.   Tree Council  120 
a.   Working on training and an outreach article to the public 121 

Ms. Robertson said the order to grow Elm Trees that were supposed to be ready this fall are still too 122 
small to plant.  Mr. Smith, Highway Superintendent, is afraid residents will not see them as trees and 123 
mow over them.  The plan is to wait another year to see if they get a little bigger.  Ms. Robertson said 124 
they are working on getting training here at the Town for how to take care of your tree.  Also Mr. Corbin 125 
drafted an outreach article that can be sent to residents as an email blast.    126 

 127 
j.   Conservation Advisory Council / Climate Smart Communities Task Force (Dart Strayer) 128 

a.   Discussed GE Subdivision application – successful integration of the CSC Task Force 129 
Ms. Robertson thought it was a successful integration.  She stated it was great to be able to talk about 130 
Planning Projects on the CAC side and then move right into the Climate Smart Task Force and learn 131 
what they do.  GE attended the meeting and did a presentation on the proposed changes to their property 132 
lines. 133 
   134 
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k.   Architectural Review Board  135 
Ms. Robertson said there was a quick meeting with Mr. Henry last week but not a lot of big projects 136 
right now.   137 
 138 

l.   Comprehensive Plan Committee 139 
a.   Public Meeting November 14 140 

Ms. Robertson said they had a really good co-meeting with the Complete Streets Committee that Super-141 
visor Puccioni stopped in for. The Complete Streets committee attended the meeting to share the Trans-142 
portation and Mobility chapter they have been working on and to get input from the Comprehensive 143 
Plan Committee.  Ms. Robertson said that a Public Meeting is scheduled for November 14 which will 144 
have a presentation of what the Comprehensive Plan is and what has been accomplished in the past and 145 
where it is headed.  Ms. Robertson believes this would be a great time to release the survey. 146 
 147 

m.   Building Department / Enforcement 148 
a.   Vacant Home Registration update – multiple meetings with the landbank 149 

Ms. Robertson said many of the houses the Town had on the accelerated foreclosure list from last year 150 
paid their taxes this year so came off the list.  There are two remaining houses on the list that the Town 151 
and Landbank will move forward on.  The house on Consaul Road that has been vacant for a long time 152 
should be closed and transferred to the land bank soon.   153 
 154 
Mr. Brennan asked how vacant homes are identified. Ms. Robertson said if the vacant home is owned by 155 
a bank the State requires the bank to register it as a vacant home.  Also, when a bank owns the property, 156 
they have management companies that maintain the properties and mow the grass to keep them looking 157 
good.  If the vacant home is vacant due to someone passing away or moving away the homes tend to be 158 
not cared for and neighbors call to alert our office that the home has tall grass or other reasons that it is 159 
no longer presentable to its neighbors – after which the Town can place them on the vacant list.  160 
 161 
Mr. Brennan remarked it is too bad that some of these homes aren’t found sooner, they are in such dis-162 
repair that they need to be demolished. Ms. Robertson agreed and stated to deter homeowners from sit-163 
ting on vacant homes for a long time, once they register it as a vacant home, they pay a fee that increases 164 
each year it is on the vacant homes register. 165 
 166 

n.   Planning Department 167 
a.   CDRPC Training October 20 – Hudson Valley Community College 168 

Several members from the Planning Board and Zoning Board as well as Ms. Robertson and Mr. Henry 169 
will be in attendance. 170 
 171 

b.   Consaul Road Sidewalk  172 
Ms. Robertson does not have any updates at this time. 173 
 174 

c.   Winnie Road Easement 175 
Mr. Robertson said she has spoken with the son of the owner that holds the utility easement and he gave 176 
her the cell numbers for both his mother and father.  She is waiting for a response from the owners and 177 
is also working with Attorney Finan on this. 178 
 179 

o.   Metroplex (Dr. Horton) 180 
Dr. Horton stated they have a meeting next week and he can have a report at November’s meeting. 181 
 182 

p.   Legal (Alaina Finan) 183 
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 184 
q.   Historical (Denis Brennan) 185 

Mr. Brennan said they can discuss after the meeting some of the procedures the Preservation Committee 186 
has worked out for demolition permits that are coming from the Building Department.  Mr. Brennan also 187 
stated there will probably not be a new design until next year, but he said the logo committee is working 188 
on choosing a graphic designer to help them work on the design. Ms. Robertson said she knows she 189 
needs to send an RFP to the logo committee to help identify who they want to design the logo and get 190 
that person enlisted by the end of this year. 191 
 192 
Chairman Della Ratta asked Mr. Walsh what the status of the properties on Balltown Road was. 193 
Mr. Walsh deferred to Attorney Finan. Attorney Finan said there is no current project before the Boards 194 
but the Town is still pending their appeal. She stated they are permitted to apply for demolition permits 195 
to take the homes down. Attorney Finan said they can do other work that is not particular to the applica-196 
tion that is pending the appeal. 197 
 198 
Ms. Robertson said they completed the asbestos removal, turned off the utilities and were waiting on 199 
DOT for approval to demolish the private service lines to the main line because the main line is on the 200 
opposite side of Balltown Road they needed DOT approval. They should be ready to apply for demoli-201 
tion permits with all these items being completed. 202 
 203 
Adjournment 204 

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Della Ratta made a motion to adjourn. All were in favor. The 205 
meeting was adjourned at 9:15 am.   206 



 

EDHPEC 
KA Walsh 
 
 

EDHPEC Committee; PB Updates 

11/3/23 

 

• Recently Completed PB Actions/Resolutions (since last EDHPEC Meeting) 
o 400 Balltown Rd. (Mohawk Commons) - tenant change to Milan Hair Removal 

Treatment Center, approved 10/16 
o 2331 Troy-Schenectady Rd. - tenant change to The Heritage Group, an 

insurance agency, approved 10/16 
o 2321 Nott St. E. - tenant change to Albright’s Meat and Company, 

eatery/sandwiches, approved 10/16 
 

• Active 
o 2890 River Rd. - sketch plan application for a 4-lot minor subdivision, in 

preliminary stages and engineering review 
o 797 Westmoreland Dr. - application for a lot line adjustment 
o 3631 State St., Metro Ford - exterior façade and signage upgrades 
o GE Global Research/Training Center - application for a 2-lot minor subdivision 

, 
• New Projects 

o 797 Westmoreland Rd. - application for a lot line adjustment 
o 2141Eastern Parkway – tenant change to dance studio 

 
• Waiting on Applicant 

o 2861 Troy Rd. - Brookdale Sr. Living - temporary approval of storage PODs has 
expired, 1 POD remains, site plan application for a metal shed reviewed 

o 1851 Union St. / Ruffner Rd. - Mohawk Golf Club - residential ADD subdivision, 
10 single family and 12 townhomes - Positive SEQRA declaration issued by TB, 
TB awaiting draft scoping document 

o 2538 River Rd. - Kelts Farm - signage review, PB and TB action required 

 

Next PB meeting 11/13/2023 



Comprehensive 

Plan Public 

Meeting 
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FEAF 2019

Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 1 - Project and Setting 
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